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" Her e, at least for a while, without 3ﬂiiiu.bﬂ'141
- colleges, and with the small number of
~ undergraduates, theduties of ourprofessors.
nught fairly mclude a good deal that in
Eugland is done by the college tutor and
the private coach. 1f, on the other hand,
the local University lectures simply mean
‘a certain number of hours devoted to
the several subjects without any dehaite
regard to thoroughuess of treatment, and
their importance 1s turther mnimised by
the examinations gou g very wide of theiu,
the practical value of our costly Uni-|
versity staff will be a matter about which
awkward enquiries may be made some
day. The fact that in the law school oniy
eight out of forty-one students completed
their respective years (aud all in the thired
class) in November last, and that on the
present occasion the proportion is six ous of
thirty -three, mustiean one ot two chings—
great want of mental capacity in our law
students, or an uusatisfactory system of
lectures and examinations. The previous
schiolastuic history of some of the students
when atone orcther of ourcollegiateschools
does not justify a hasty 1wmputation
agaiust them of deficient 1ntellectual
power, and  therefore 1t would
secmi  necessary for the law faculoy
to enquire whether, while they are mosc
properly insisting on a high standard for
the degree in laws, suflicient assistance 1is
being given by the Uuiversity to the
students m their course. No one for a
woment would doubt the couspicuous
abiity of the preseut law lecturer, but
the details of his lecturing arrangements,
or the fact that he 1s working slngie-
handed, may give the clue to a conditi
of thigs which appears to heavily haudi-
cap the students, and at the same tune
reficcts ou the teaching value of the
University in, at any rate, one of its

schools,
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THE Jetter of * Student” in another
column, on the subject of the recent law
examinations at the University, will by
many be voted but a growl ofy dis-
appointment from an unsuccessful candi-
date. ''here may bea good deal of truth
-~ 1n this ofthand verdict, but our corres-
pondent in airing his individual griev-
ance opens up questions which vitally
| affect the future of the University. - Not
. a few people are beginuing seriously to
- doubt whether results have juscified the
so early founding of our alma mater.
The expense of its maintenance is great,
aud the fruit 1t has directly pro-
- cuced has been indeed  small.
- Uunder these circumstances every care
- should be taken to commnend the institu-

ticu, so far as this can consistently be
. dowve, to the approving judgment of the
- community, But if the inference from

the letter of “*Student,” that the Uni-
versity 1s drifting mto the position of a
purely examining body, be true, there !
will be found many to urge that examina- '
tion work only could surely be locally
dene by arrangement with the older uni-
versities of the sister colonies at a com-
paratively trifling cost. Beyond doubt if
cur own University is to get through the
trying time of its infancy, it must be by
demcustrating its right to exist as the
highest teaching power among us, and
not merely by giving the hall mark
to a handful of students. That
this latter view of its funections
1s not altogether absent from the minds of'
' the powers that be on North-terrace is'
- evident irom the cyuical letcer which Pro-

dessor Kelly published in the Advertiser,
- 1u auswer to some strictures upon the ex-

annnatious of last November. Quoting a
. passage irom the Gorgias of Plato, the
. professor 1n efiect argued that the fune-
~ tion of the University 1s to administer un-

. palatable doses of mental medicine in the

- form of severe scts of questions. Now,

altbough no oue would wish to encourage
cheaply earneddegrees, yetitsurely must be |
- truethat alma mater should feed and build
up, and not ouly physic her children. It is
well known thavat Oxford and Cambridg

the professonal lectures do mnot, except
1 oceasional ustances, fulfil their primary
purpose, because attenaafice at them is
by the undergraduates usually regarded
~as part of the tormalities of student life.

Eut m England there are the collegiate
- system aud the recoguised coaches to

- pertorm the actual instructional course, |
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VERSITY AND THE HARD'
OUR UNIVERSITY & b

6i boousie ENGRob R BOITOR |\ o 0. oo
1 Sir—The'lectures and _studies of the Uai-
versity will begin on March 23, and it 18
greatly to be desired that a larger nember of
students, who rare under-graduates pr rly
so-called, shomld attend the classes there.
Hitherto, alas ! of the ten or twelve Who at
the same time pursue the Arts and Science
courses not less than nine have been holders
of scholarships of £50 a year. This state of
things is not creditable to the country, and
it has been felt by the writer a shame to
relate it. Now, there are many youths who
have passed the matriculation examination,
and why do they not go on for a year at least
to the University ? It oughtto be the fashion
with young fellows who mean to go to busi-
ness here to finish their education by spend-
ing their last year or years in University
studies. They will be thereby better pre-
pared for mixing with men in human affairs,
since their companions will be found to have
a different tone from ordinary schoolboys.
The teaching and treatment -is of quite |
another character, and such as will tend to |
train‘them for self-exertion and self-reliance. |
Then, too, in these days of whining and un-
manly snivelling about hard times, nothing can
be more proper or prudent than the measures
I advocate. There is little.or no scope or
need for junior clerks or asgistants in any
department of life. whatever in South Aus-
tralia just at the present, and while they are
waiting the boys and their parents might
reflect that the cheapest sehool in the land
by far is the University.  The five subjects
required for the Arts and Sciebce conrses of
the first year are but 10s. each per term, and
there are but three terms irom now to
December, o that in all the fees for the year
will be but £7 10s., as against nearly twice as
much if they should decide unwigely to spend
the year at school, '‘as' too “many' boys
do ' who, have ed the matriculation
examination,: whether from . their own
choice or by the suggestions of teachers .who
are of course directly interested in keeping
them there. 1 have been told of some boys
who would gladly go to the University, but
they say, ** Our fathers are not wealthy,
and we must, vot think of it—must not
aspire to it.” I haye stated above what ought
to be a dprautlcal and sufficient answer fto

that kind of feeling, SHall we see a large
increase of gé nt stadents iIn
our University™® this ‘year . of

' panic? Crowded < day - classes’ 'in' our
 highest seat of Jearning will show that
- we have confidence in'the future of this land,
If we want our coming men of business to be
delivered from' the simplicity and duplicity
of the simpletons and rogues who are bring-
ing ' reproach wupon our ‘intellizence and
honastsy_ from every quarter nearand remote;
then, Sir, we must educate tmlgp ‘highly
that they will be able.to calculate a reason-
able scheme of railway charges, and to under-
stand the common .accounts rof. ordinary
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Ade of .capital  is : dishonest

1 beg to.  state, .in 'peitn

nothing. I  have ., megn"éth::
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Tae Law Exavmixarroxs.—The Law
examinations for the Degree of LL.B,
which have just ended, seem to have been
at least as difficult as they were last year.
The clm lists are very meagre. For the
first year’s examination fourteen students
went in for a degree and two for certifi-
cates only., None passed in the first and
second classes,and only three passed in the
“third. Four candidates gained certifi-
"cates in the law of property. It is to
be supposed that the other subject—
Roman-law—is the rock omwhich most
students come to grief. Certainly seven
out of sixteen is a very poor average of
passes. We have no doubt that the
%pem set were very stiff, and that the

niversity is rightly oha.ry of allowing
its degrees to be got for nothing. A
degree which is to be had for the payment.
Oli fees hia worth li?:nthmg except to
those who regard the magic letterg
LL.B. or BA,, aathecﬁmgyhi



