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like task easier mexsv year. An institu-
tion, “however, which numbers 1,660
members may we'l rise superior to ques-
tions of sordid arithmetic. At any rate
it should, in the nature of things, be
very powerful for good. It is to be
regretted that such an institution
can also be either powerful for evil or
mainly uninfluential. We should be sorry
to think for a moment that any evil re-
sults, beyond a tendency to encouraze the
display of immature powers and to develop
habits of unwarranted self-assertion on
the part of some of the most prominent |
members, have followed from the inaugu-
ration of the Upion. But we are bound
to say that hitherto we have looked in
vain for any evidence of the Union's
possession of powers actively y-em-
ployed for the good of the community
at large, or even of its own constituency.
The chief public work of any utility, which |
is in any way connected with the Union, is
the inauguration of the University evening
classes. But unfortunately these classes
are not well attended. The members
and associates of the various Societies
have not supported the movement
with that energy and perseverance
which was prophesied of them. They, !
assisted by other influences, have
agitated and sent round swbscription-
lists ; but all the agitation in .the world,
even joined with a plentifal supply of
money, will not make lectures pro-
fitable when there are no students.
Happily affairs have not yet come
to the unhappy pass when classes
consist only of lecturers, but we are con-
cerned to learn that the attendance,
instead of increasing, is woefully diminish-
ing; If the Executive of the Union
could instil more energy into the
members of the different Societies, if !
they could persuade them that learning is
a ﬁigher art than speaking, that the solu- i
tion of a problem in mathematics i3 a
greater achievement than the production
or the revitation of verses, they will
~ have done more to educate the tone of
South Australian youth than they corld
ever hope to do by means of eloquent
perorations and elaborate theories, |
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| The  Hom.. W. .K..SIMMS, while he did
not wp;fwm; a.ﬂ the par!;iéulars_ of the Bill,
and to some extent sympathised  with the Hon.. .

Dr. Campbell, regretted that . the hon. member,
had thought i q.gmy.t@ move his amendment, .He. .,
certaib.lxzzpmgt 1 t> some of the items, especially .
those in w he was interested —(lauzhter)—and

he was surprisetl that duties which would prass so.
hard on the bréwers, wine merchants, and Lcensed :
victuallers of the colony should have been imposed
without consulting any of that eclass. ' They were
heavily handicapped thereby in the business race, ,
in the colony. But he saw that, as money was
required for revenue purposes, they would have to
pay towards it, and he would therefore, make no
opposifion to' the duties. He considered that one of
the principal causes of the present depression was
the la,g speculation some four or four and a . half
‘ears ago. Since then their products had fallen
way year by year, and their population had. been
Jeaving them. He could see only one other way out
6f the ditliculty,” and' that was to fund the
present debt, which he believed would be the.
tairest . and the most acceptable way ' of meet-
ing  their . position, ' Certainly it might entail
& portion of the payment L upon posterity,,
but in his opinion that would be only fair that
. they 'should contribute, considering that so
- much of the money had been expended in
works: for their benefit. (Hear, hear,) As it
- was . people  were A becoming - afraid of . the
burden of ' taxation that was threatening them. |
Therefore 1t was their duty to help the Governmens.
~ Probably they had all been too liberal in the past, .
and heavy expenses had heaped up our debt, Buft
~ this could be avoided in the future. Take the large
sums which had been given by various wealthy colo-
- nists to the University. They were generous and
munificent gifts no doubt, but at the same time they
entailed a big expenditure on the part of the Govern-
ment. Sir W. W. Hughes gave £20,000, the interest
on which was £1,200'a year ; Sir Thomas Elder had
given £30,000, the interest on which was £1,800 a
year ; the stwo amounts bringing-in £3,000, all of
which had to. be subsidised by the Government. He
hoped in future that any such gilts would nof be
supplemented, and he belieyed the taxpaying portion
of the community would endorse that view, Even
in the “University there were eight Pprofessors’
with only "180 studénts tdder their eontrol.
He believed they were anxious, to secure more
students, but unfortunately these were not to be got.
In saying this he urged nothing  against the Univer-
sity, but he thought the question deserved the atten-
tion of the Governmerit. It was'said thata particular
class would suffer unfairly under the’tariff, but that
class had said little on -the subject themselves.
The tarifi would. undoubtedly: press heavily on some
classes, but as revenue was required they musa acceps
it.. It'might only be T&seﬁ_on probation—say for oae, .
year—in order to see how it worked. But if it were,
ed as an ordinary measure it Would become fixed,
nd the Government would go on collecting the extra
£140,000 a year to the detriment of the colony. He
believed that a'l colonial industries should be encou-
raged in every way, because they would lead to the
introduction of fresh capital and enterprise in the
ployment of many people now out of work.
e trusted that no loss of time would take place, and
that when it came into existence it would be the |
means of restoiing confidence.. The industries of
wheat and copper had almost. passed away, and wool
a8 failing, and he hoped the effect of this tariff would

! The Hon. W, A. E. WEST-ERSKINE said that
aying sat upon the board of,the University he had an
f tupity of knowing that t}:e. Hon. Mr. Simms's
- statement was hardly correct. It did not rest with -
the Government to grant the subsidies on the girts—

that was provided for by Act of Parliament. The in-
terest, too, was only 5 per cent.. The hon. gentleman




had named SirW, W. Hughes and Sir Thomas Elder,
but the University was a'so -indebted tp Mr. J, H.
Angas, .who had, given £10000 to the institution.
Again, Sir Henry Ayers had done the University con.
siderable sgervice as Treasurer, conneected with which
‘there was a great deal of difficult work 1o ber nego-
tiated,  ife might mention that certain lands had been
grautcd “to the lustitution in various parts of the
cclony, but where formerly taey obtained 3s.
jard 4s. per acre, they now only received 6d. and 9d.
‘The Hon. Mr. Crozier had said we had ‘turned the
correr. He hoped so, and that .t was the right
coirer, He thought it was, because within the last
few nuoments he had in his- hand ‘two ingots  of gold
frcm the New Era Mine, each being worth £3500. He
was assured the mine was out of degt,' and was paying
@dividends, and every epcouragement ought to be
civen fo such an industry. He would support the
gill, but objected to the imposition of a duty on
works of art. ''(Hear, ‘hear.) A3’ an'ediucational
medium they ought to be ‘admitte@®siree, as' was the'
case ina'most every country-in the weorld.  Inasmuch:
as immigration was stopped; that we were not lirely

'

for many years to have large loans; and that if we
wanted any additional railway iron we could not get
it on worse terms or of more inferior quality than
ome supplied' by the Agent-General, 1t occurred to
him that *thousands' of “pounds could be saved in
that department. * There were' qpany large firms
who could conduct our business: a3, well as the
Agent-General, and therefore why should we be com.
Ee ed to keep up the expense .of a heavy establish-
ishment in London ? He hoped those who took an
interest in putting the- colonya¥a proper position’
would devote some attention todhis department. A
considerable reduction couldsalypube

Mmouac nfade in  the
Marine Board department. sHgawould have liked to
bave heard the annual cogbafighe §overnor Musgrave,

What was the use of th&E" qas'el_exc?ipt as a

pleasure yacht, and she might' €ither ‘be dispensed’
with, or the expenses conneeted with her cat down.”
A great deal of money was wasted by bne department
undertaking tocarry out thewrk of another, and tha |
revurn which he would move for would show that, |
They should go in for restoring public confidence,
because there was said fo be plenty of capital in
South  Australa, and it  seemed to' “ him'
they should not delay this' Bill, as the mer<’
cantile community ' wére in' saspense. Thare-
fore he hoped the Hom.  Dr. Campbell would
withdraw his: amemdinent, . He . agveed with
the Hon. Mr, Rankine that a small duty on sheep and |
cattle would very much augmeént the revenue and

encourage the growth of more meat in the colony.’
Every ‘year we sent ‘away £400,000 to the other".
colonies for meat Supplies, and a gbod ‘deal of this

money.could be kept ia the colony.




