TO THE EDITOR,

Sir—As the reputation of a statement

_conveyed in a singlesentence may require the
setting forth and ecomparison of a masa of
minute details, it will be obvicusly impos-
sible for me to notice all the statements in
Mr. Leary’s reply to which I take exception,
but he may be assured that his letter has
been read with great care. It will be better
for me to enter into a detailed discussion of
only one principal point, viz., the difficult
of the Adelaide matriculation as compar
with that of other Universities, especially of
London. The compulsory subjects in the
Adelaide matriculaticn are the following : —1.
Reading and writing from dictation. 2. Eng-
lish grammar and a short English com-
osition. 3. Elementary arithmetiz, 4.
utlines of geogra.plg. 5.. Qutlines of
Knglish bistory. 6. One Latin book. 7.
Mathematics, The mathematics include
arithmetic, algebra to simple equa-
tions, and Euclid (Books 1. and 2).
Now, it would seem that any person, boy or
man, laying any claim to the pcssession of
education ought to find all these subjects,
except perhaps the Latin book, not too diffi-
cult, especially with some little special
preparation. Besides passing in these sub-
Jects the candidate must also pass in two out
of three optional subjects. e will suppose
- him to pass in French and. chemistry. At
-the London matriculation the candidate mnst
pass in the following subjects:—1, ortho-
- graphy—writing from dictation ; 2, the gram-
‘matical structure of the English language;
3, arithmetic; 4, questions in modern geo-
graphy ; 5, the history of England to the end
~of the seventeenth century; 6, ome Latin
- subject, with questions in ancient history and
geography arising therefrom ; 7, mathematics,
including arithmetic, algebra to progression
and proportion, and the first four books of
Euclid. Thus far the examination is almost
exactly the same as in Adelaide, but
where 1t differs it is more exacting.
Now, suppose that up to this point the
examinations are equal in difficulty. From
' this point the Adelaide student has only to
pass in French and chemistry to ensure
success, and if he takes up three optional
subjects, passing in any two ensures success.
Compare this with what the London student
has to do. He has to pass in French and in
chemistry; and besides these subjects he
‘must pass in pnatural ,philosophy, subdivided
into thefour heads of mechanics, hydrostatics,
O]ﬁ;lcs, and heat, and in another language,
which may be either Greek, German, Sans-
krit, or Arabic. It will be geen by those who
follow this comparison carefully that the
London student hgs a third language and
patural philosophy in addition to all the
Adelaide subjects. Yet Mr. Leary writes :—
“Any one who will take the trouble
to compare the subjects for matricula-
tion in Adelaide and London will see
that those in the former are quite
equal to if not more numerous than
those in the latter.,” Plainly, Mr. Editor, I
cou'd not trespass so far upon your space as
to compare the Adelaide examinations at

such length as I have done the matriculation
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examinations here and at London with
Oxford and Cambridge examinations, as the
details required for an adequate comparison
would be very numerous. Your corre-
spondent Mr. W, Robertson confirms the
view I took of the matter when he says that
““decidedly dull boys have by dint of well-
directed work passed comfortably.” Further,
even if the examinations appeared on paper
to be of exactly equal difficulty (and thig is
far from bem%the case) the keen competition
 in London and the high standard adopted in
English Universities would make the London
examipation much more difficult than the
Adelaide. I have known pass examinations
in England in which a candidate was
expected to answer every question ino &
Fa.per, and five-sixths correctly. Mr, Leary
further says that an examiner ought
to set a reasonable pa.Per, and then
- ““care not whether all fail- or ali
pass;” but I venture to think that any
examiner, especially in a colony like this,
must adapt himeelf In some degree to the
candidates, and fix such a standard as will
permit of his passing a reasonable number,
In the older Universities it is notorious that
at examinations it is easier to get a first-class
in some years than in others, .and these
years are known as *‘ good years” and ** bad
years.” This proves that the candidates for
an examination do, to a certain extent, fix
the standara of the examination, and I
venture to think that this is a consideration
which has more, instead of less, weight here
than in England. Mr. Leary says that I
“ could take either side equally well” in this
discussion, but I am bound to say that I can-
pot understand any person (except one who
has a case to support) saying that he believes
the London matriculation to be no harder
than that of Adelaide. .
~ The writer of the leading article in your
1ssue of the 28th says that ** Theoretikos” ‘“in |
comparing Adelaide with London has made a
fundamental mistake.” Now it was not
who instituted the comparison; that was
done by Mr. Leary in his article on Uni-
versity reform. Nor did either of us compare
Adelaide with London, but only the matricu-
lation examinations at the two Universities,.




;ﬁo off a familiar trick of critice, viz., the
t:riei of extending a term used by an opponent
in a limited sense to a much wider sense.
He also hardly represents me fairly when he
savs—** Theoretikos alludes to the easy curri-
cuium, and singularly enough does not see
the evil dene by making the entrance hard

and the course easy.” As my point was that
the entrance was easy, it is not by any
meaus singular that the zllscrepa_ncy did not
strike me. But the real point at issue
is as to the province of a University, and
here I am glad to be able to agree
to some extent at any rate with my crifics.
In England the two great Universitigs
are looked upon as places in whico
the sons of the rich or well-born
may se2ure a certain amount of higher
culture and social intercourse, or the
clever boys from the la.rEe schools may con-
tend with each other for honours and prizes.
It is considered that few except those who
belong to one or other of these classes, with
the addition of young men intending to take
holy orders, have any business to be there,
- But it seems that a University in the colonies
has to perform the functions which in Englapd
are performed by Institutes, such as the
Midland Institute at Birmiogham, or by
Science Colleges, such as the Yorkshire
College, t.e., that it is a place where young
' men who bave had few opportunities ol
culture in early life may in some degree supply
their deficiencies by attending lectures on
various subjects, and may get some proof
of having reached a certain point of
attainment. Such work is done at home
by the Science and Art Department, and by
Oxford and Cambridge local examinations
conducted in various large towns throughout
the kingdom, and to some extent by the
London matricnlation, which is ged by
many boys who have no intention of pursuiog
their studies further in that direction, The
' great drawback to making the attainment of
a clegree in arts or science easier than it is
at other Universites is that it brings the
degrees into disrepute, and lessens their valne
to those who already possess them. Surely
a degree 1s meant to be a distinction, and the
essence of all distinctions is that they are
not possessed by everybody. It every other
man one met was a K.C.B., the anxiety to be
ope would be much diminished, One ecannot
help @hmkm;i; too, \that shopkeepers would
not like to have Bachelors and ters of
Arts or Science behind their counters.
Though much more might be said on this
matter, I think I have now trespassed suffi-
ciently upon your valuable space,
I am, Sir, &e.,

THEORETIKOS,

May 28,
e —————————————————————

UNIVERSITY REFORM,

A TO THE EDITOR,

Sir—In to-day’s Register 1 notice a letter
from Mr. Chapple, iIn which he repudiates
the idea that working for public examina-
tions fosters cram in our large schools. In
reply to his disclaimer, allow me to ask Mr.
Chapple, through your columns, whether
boys in Prince Alfred College who had abso.
lutely no previous knowledge of German
were last year pitchforked into the textbook
for that language prescribed by the Uaiver-

sity. 1f so, all these well-sounding phrases
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“about *‘ opening minds,” *‘ fresh young lives,”
‘““hopes and possibilities,” *‘ massive arches
ring with heavenly music,” &e., are so manpy
platitudes that find an exact parallel in the
action of the grocer who directed his shopboy
to sand the sugar well acd then come in o
family prayers. '
| I am, Sir, &c., ONLOOKER.

. Adelaide, May 29.




