chief aim of a university to man i
graduates, there would be. i ible
force in such reasoning. Such arguments
proceed, however, on a wrong basis. A
university ought to be a place where the
best teaching that is available on any sub- |
ject is provided, and where any one may
select his own course of study. In saying
this we do not underrate the degrees of

the university, nor do we advocate that
the university shall not prescribe her

course or courses of instruction. As Mu.

Bryce says:—‘“Let her induce as many

s'ludents as possible to follow these
courses, and thereby obtain a complete
and thorough training. The degrees and
prizes will help to secure that. But let
her not, therefore, reject the rest who

have not the time or the means, the need

or the opportunities to follow these regular

courses, but who nevertheless come thirst-

ing for knowledge and anxious to quaff

1t at the purest source. Place guards, if

you like, at the doors of your examination

halls, but let your lecture-rooms stand
always open like the churches of Catholic |
Europe, so that thereby even the passing
wayfarer may hear the voice and be drawn
m.” Two practical questions are sure to
arise 1 the discussion of the matter
this evening, and as the chancellor and
the vice-chancellor and the warden of the
senate are all put down for speeches, there
1s not much fear of them being overlooked.
The first is whether any such number of
students be willing to enrol themselves
for these extra classes as will make it
worth while to establish them. The
second 1is, where is the money to come
from ? As to the first, we have no faith
in any endeavor to prearrange a list of in-
tending students. The young men and
women who are interested in this matter
will wish to know what classes are to be
held, on what days and at what hours par-
ticular subjects will be dealt with, who
will be the teachers, and what is the
standard to be aimed at before they
will give in their names in any
considerable numbers. They cannot be
expected to commit themselves to any
scheme which is so vague and uncertain
as that which is now before the public.
It is surely sufficiently significant that two
such bodies as the Collegiate Schools’ As-

sociation and the Literary Societies’ Union |




should tell us so persistently that there is
a general desire for higher educationa!l
facilities than exist at present. We need
no further evidence of the need for this
extension of our university system. In
this case the ordinary law of supply and
demand must be reversed. The supply
will inevitably create the demand-if, as
commercial men would say, it is wisely
placed on the market.

The question of cost is more difficult to
deal with. The recently published
balance-sheet of the University for 1884
will show that the margin of income over
expenditure is very small. That small

~amount will be absorbed this year in com-
" pleting the arrangements for the establish-
/ment of a medical school. Next year,
" perhaps, there may be something available
for this new enterprise. In the mean
time there 1s foreshadowed a scheme for
collectingand presenting tothe Universitya
sum of money which will be sufficient for
the purpose. If this can be accomplished
it will be a notable fact in our social
history. These are bad times for gather-
ing money, but mm so noble a cause no
one need despair of success. All the
money contributed will be worth 11
per cent. to the University ; that isit
may be invested at 6 per cent., and an
| additional 5 per cent. will be gwqp Dby the
Gm emment The promghers of ﬂle meet-
ot £17 | Jf tha.t sum. be




if only half tlmt".ém he solle wf’.,,f;ﬁﬂ
will be enough to make a commenceme: '-I
The establishment of these cllllﬁ "'f* &
not involve any very heayy ex tu o £
They would be in the hands of lem
who would be paid according to the work
to be done. To be a lecturer would not
take away a man from the ordinary duties
of his profession, and the honor, if not
the honorarium, would bring” forth sufhi-
cient candidates for the position in most
of the subjects for the council to make a
good selection. We await with interest
the discussion of the details of this
scheme.” That there are many and very '
sertous difficulties to be overcome no one
can deny, but there are no difficulties
that may not be got over if the public
and the council are all of one mind im
resolving that the advantages of our uni-
versity training shall be placed before the
large mass of young men and women who

are at present precluded from making use
of them.
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ture ?a.ll ﬁln Th;rﬁih et
“consider the es
ectures in cannectlon mm‘
Uhnemiy e were about 150 pe ~_
present. lleney the Govﬂ_ e
sided, and in mtmduc the business nf—_—.
mmremen gma. in the de " e 0O
m% »inen forming the Lite M}
Socmtlea endeavour to obtain th&
es of evenmg res at the Uniye --j |
Ci¢ mbered E%Mi Ve

mmendabl e, that these 3 ,
be desirous, occupied N’ :
e d .mt their uslnudb.




tend University lectures in the evening.
Thig object is exceedingly laudable, and
shows the desire of the members of the So-
cieties to avail themselves of the educational
advantages which such an eatablishme:;tfs
the University offers to the public of this
colony. I need hardly tell vou how entirgly
my sympathies are with this mo
(applause)—and I trust that it
in _every semse of the word a
It 1s sufhicient for me to say that L ,
‘see this movement successfully caffied
and I shall be happy to pay my subscri
whensrecessary for that purpose—(appla
—and I trust thatthe public of Adelaide,w
are never backward in coming orward e
money is wanted for desirable and wor
objects, will support this movem
I came _away from home at - sSome
little inconvenience, as one of my guests
—your late Governor, Sir W. Jervols—
arrived only a few minutes before. " (Ap-
plauge.) I will remain for alittle time, apd
after that I hove you will allog ire.
I will now only assure you of i ASUTEA
presiding here and sympathy with this move-,
ment, and desire to see it carried out td a
successfulissue. (Applamsel) . '
Mp G T, HUESE‘YL}J n. Secretary of the
 Literary Societies’ Union) briefly racounte:
" the steps which had been takem o secure
the establishment of evéning classes in con-
nection with the Univérsity. The first sug- |
cestion came from the Caledonian Soctety’s
Literary Club, and after .considera-
tion. was warmly tak%&l'_- up oy
the sexecutive of ' the nion. LY.,
Hussey also anneunced that apologies
for unayvoidable absence had been received
from the following gentlemen, who expressed
| the warmest interest in the movemegnt :—Sir
Samuel Davenport, Hon. JJenkin* Coles
(Commissioner of Public 'Works), His Wor-
ship the Mayor, Dean Russell, Mr. J. A.
. Hartley, B.A. (Inspector-General of Schools),
and others. Dean Russell expressed The
oPinion that the proposed scheme of evening
classes was peculiarly adapted to the condi-




