colony lives on what the land can give
either from its soil or its reefs, it is not
too much to expect that its learned
and well - paid guides will lend
a helping hand towards educating
those who are to be the financial
pillars of the nation’s prosperity. It was
a good movement on -the part of the Go-

vernment to invite a professional agricul-

 turist to settle amon¥ us, and to build and
- endow the Roseworthy College. Suc-

cessive Ministries have not, however,
proved wise foster nurses for this noble
institution, which they have alternately
scolded and petted, - sometimes giving

- lavishly for its maintehance, but oftener

grudging the modest amount it has cost.

Many think that it would have been very
much better for the eollege and the public
if the Government had Babded the former
over to the ma ent of the most
learned scientific i!uca.tioniats in the
colony, with the dirgetion that they make
it a department of -Wniversity study. It
is probable that when Parliament meets
some scheme may be propounded for
giving effect to  Professor Tate’s
suggestion, and that public instruec-
tion 1in agriculture may become part
of the ordinary work of the Univer-
sity. Such a measure if adopted would
relieve the Ministry of the day from the
charge of a very hopeful but very awkward
mstitution, and at the same time would,
it is believed, give such an impetus to the
work of the University and to the scien-
tific study of how to make‘the best use of
our lands that all sections of the com-
munity would feel that a wise and prudent
step had been taken, If Professor Tate had
done nothing more in his address than to
give currency to this practical and sensible
view of the duty of the University towards
this great national mduatry ha would de-

serve the thanks of all. 4:9 be hoped

that he will’ htwe li‘; reward in finding
that his words have been carefully pon-
dered and are likely to produce lasting

fruit.




THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE.

—-ﬁ
TO THE EDITOR.,

Sir — The - Minister of Lands apﬁzars
to bhave acted toward the ge-
worthy Agricultural - School or Qollegy
in a manner deserVIDE 8eVEre Fepro-
‘bation. Because his relations with ‘the head
of that institution were strained fhe Hon,
Mr. Howe refused to be present o give the
| gemﬁcaﬁ]ﬂ.t Roam rbt!:llm ; Hm:!.;m hér. ‘Howe
Imagine tha ewo 1Isaprt roperty
belonging to Professor (;Yuatance? Dlpi’.l he not
very well know that Roseworthy belongs to |
' the country? What a proceeding to ignore
and of purpose neﬂect one of the most im- |
portant of public institutions because he had
gore feeling towards its chief officer,
I suppose if the railways were in his
department, and the Traffic Manager and
‘himself had managed to work up a little
friction, Mr. Howe would think it just and
right to ignore and neglect the railways, Mr.
Howe also seems to have forgotten the
students, or else not to have cared how much
he  hurt the feelings of those worthy
young men by refusing to give éclat to
| the - presentation of their certificates
by h nce as & Minister of the
| l.".?ﬂ:o\ilnrttl..hoB t appears :&’t?e tha.t-l he
owes e young men & earty apology.
The Bon. Lir H%we’a conduct in this trans-
‘action shows that he is by no means equal to -
the pesition he has attained, and . that
he is mnot a capable steward of
those great interests which the country
bas placed in his hands, The greatest of
all interests in South Australia is the land.
What this peo‘fla need to know is how to
handle the land. And yet, O ye gods! the
Minister of Lands does his utmost to make
hittle of and so to crush the only institution |
‘which gives special scientific and practical
instruction ia farsmng. The touchiness of




Professor Custance is not the ' shadow
of an excuse for the action “of the
Minister of Lamds towards Roseworthy as a
public institution.# The whole arrangement
about the giving'of these certificates reflects
the greatest discredit uron the Lands Depart-
menmingﬁtha -natiiﬁnal fxm rﬁa.nnet l;:rf
agric -~ the. - pup 0 seworthy
aﬁ?nld have been brought down to Adelaide,
and His Excellency the Governor should have
been asked to preside and to present the cer-
tificates; - If requested, dogi'lbt the Univer-
sity anthorities would have lent the use of-
their premises. By such meauns Roseworthy
would have received a great lift in public
esteem, and the number-of its pupils multi-
plied. We make a - great o about
the. University, which &)rincipally exists
to 'ﬂup})ly lawyers and deoctors. Bat
these classes are of far inferior value to
capable farmers. Surely it is madness to
make such a fuss over buddinﬁ lawyers and
 budding doctors and to ignore {he rising hope
of the farmers of the comntry. Our leading:
geolﬂa in this matter seem like men: that

ream. Ipstead of caatingk contempt upon
agriculture, we should seek to makeif most.
honourable in the sight of the youth of Senth
Australia. The various Farmers’ Societies
shounld take up this matter, and insist that
the Farmers’ College should be treated with.
proper respect by the Government, At the
same time they should u.r%e that half the
scholarships given at the public schools should
:be given to country schools, and should entitle
to mstruction at worthy. Why, at the
present time Adelaide and .Adelaide
monopolize  the scholarships; all < the.
country schools are nowhere. “In order to
‘make amends for his past behavigur the
Minister of Lands might very well ‘@frange
even now that the successful students of
Roseworthy for 1886 should have their certi-
ficates publicly presented in Adelaide,

1 am, Sir, &c.,
AGRICULTURE,
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DEATH OF SIR WALTER WATSON
HUGHES.

The name of this gentleman, who hl'
just died after lingering several months
in agony, is associated with at least
two prominently patriotic public aocts, [
either of which is calculated to place it |
amongst the most lasting ‘records of the
doings of our leading colonists, and South
Australians will sincerely regret to hear of his
death, SlrW!.IhW;hon Hughes was one
of those ' clear-headed men
who carve own fortunes by dint of
| untiring energy and nlfrdhma. He was

the son of the late Thomas Hughes; was

born in the town.of Pittenween, in Fifeshire,
Scotland, in was educated
in the d‘._ where he was
taoonr. Bolng

it is bad enough row, with all the wodern
appliances, His first reafaring essay wev in
& whaling expedition to the Arctic regious.
Tiring of this, however, and seeing a field
open for him in Calcutta, he madela [goyage
there as chief mate of a ship in 1829, Suec-
ceeding in his venture he bought the briz |
Hero, and traded between Calcutta and |
China, mainly in opium, For nearly twenty
years he lived in the East; but the climate

!
i
L
!t‘ml‘tpnhilooum and South Auns-

tralia offering a fresh field for enterprise, he |
came to this colony in 1840, ~end engaged
unction with

in mercantile pursuits in
the firm of Messrs. Bunce & mson., He
resided in Adelaide till shortly after the crisis
of 1842 paralysed business, when he sta-t-d
sheepfarming on the Hummocks. He lived in
the neighbourhood of Macclesfield for a

h he “discovered specimena. and was so
eonﬁdant of the result that he communicated



