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EDUCATION. _

Two cele'bmtmnu ‘occurred on Eueu-
day which may.not ina.ptly be classed
together, The,' one was the University
Commemoration and the other the speech-
day at the Advanced Schools for Girls.
The proceedings at the University were
'Emular to - those . with which previous

years have made us fa.mihar and were
 witnessed by a very large audience. 'lsﬁ '
' Chancellor gave an elaborate and ex-
haustive statement of the progress of
the University during the year; and
‘of the legislative ‘and a.dmlmal:ra.tlve
labours of the Council In the per-
formance of this task he.. dmp]ayed
not a littlewisdom. He contented himself
with a very brief allusion to the dis-
cussions on Umveralty matters whwh
" have appeared in the Press and to
“‘ the controversial charactex” of the work
in which the Council has been engaged.
Instead of entering into the contro-
versy he gave a clear and explicit
statement of what had been done with
that enthusiasm which is so matural to
him, and which for the time being dis-
arms all criticism. As all the points
mentioned by the Chancellor have been
criticised in these columns repeatedly,
it 1s wunnecessary to deal with
them at lemgth mnow. It is sig-
‘nificant “that a discordant note
was | sounded . when the Chancellor
referred to #he abolition of the South
Auatralmn‘ ‘Molarshlp and the transfer
of the amount to. the endowment of the
School of Medicine. The Chancellor
. pmdenﬂy took no motice of the interrup-
tiom, which may be taken as the expres-
sion of rfeW that is, we believe, more
common than .the Umwmty authorities
may bewﬂ.lingta admit, The objection is
not only to the abolition of the
scholarship, but to the appropriation of the
funds to tha Mpd.ma.'l School. There
1S a atroug feelmg Il many quarters
that 4f the  amount of the|




scholarship had been divided into
several oxhihtam or. bursaries for
‘the scholars at the State schools, it
‘might have done more good than will be
accomplished by the appropriation of
it to mﬁhool in conneotlonwith the

The eentra.l featrnre of the prmdmga
[mthnd by Professor Tate. It is

open to on whether it is a wise
thing as part of the Com
tionpmmﬂhiwe a mh,a@mm

almost certain to introduce more'or less of
controversial matter 3 but the mﬂum has
been established ani*"ﬁ'my will
be continued. The '
‘&  years  work, ! ‘
1such weather as ~ we generally
! have about Christmas time, is a more
fitting occasion for the wutterance of
| pleasant platitudes and' the exchange of
| cheerful eongratulations than for an
elaborate address on onme of the much-
debated subjects connected with educa.
tiond It is, however, due to Professor
Tate to say that he performed the task
W to him exceedingly well a.ndl
selected a topic about which  there haa|
beefl much discussion of latd.. The mis-
fortmne is that most of these dmcumm n.fe
generally, like theological. disomssior
strifes about worda or else -  app “f

the difference of opinion is muc.h gl'ea 3%
than really exists. The real a_i;gdent_ gets




“of these interminabla dis-
lB inclined to say with
¢ Silas Marner,”

“ %” bot.h right and you
“wrong, and the truth lies

between you.”* What 1s really wanted
bz those who talk abqut lmhmeal educa-

tothmk,mﬂrtqmmmnfthmkingto
good account in * his daily life, so

m he my haw a larger and more
’to live in ﬂmn tha

why" there is #uchran. outery

education is that so many

boys and mepisre turned out into the

neither  think well nor
J mﬂ The pom!:_n M by
mmte are very suggestive;and his
remarks will well repay perusal; but the
| end of-the discussion will not be reached
' for a few centuries yef, md in the mean-
time - every honest independent con-
tribution to the Bﬁlut;pn of the
best methods of . education” is to bs
' welcomed. Tho“m,fj'bpthar t"h@y are
teachers or students, who are puzzled m::i
perplexed by the panﬂu ke ' natu
 of these discussions, will do well to re
member that one of the . surest roads t0
personal enhﬂ'htenment is the steady and
faithiul and mtelhgent discharge of the
duty that lies nearestito hand, and the
adoption of the aoundﬁh;im ““ Prove all
things ; hold fast that which is good.” ~
The address of the Minister of Educa-
tion at the Advanced School for Girls was
in marked confrast to the speech of the:
Chancellor at the University., The Ad-
vanced School for Girls has been sub-
jected to & good deal of friemdly and to
no little hostile criticism, and the attitude:
of the Minister. towards those who look
upon the school with no friendly eye was,
decidedly pugilistic, Of this it is'
unfair to complain. As Minister of
Education- Dr. Cockburn is bound
either to * defend thq + 8chool and
its wark or to recomiend its aboli-

tion .as. State ntion. A
feeﬁng._g ohl?b.&'f &d. 1t may be taken
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 capeful consideration of all
the clrcumstances have induced him to
}-beébme the ardent advocate and de-

fender of thi school. It would have
been ';ore fal;_mfaﬁtory, however, if the'
Minister had answered in detail the
specific complaints that have been made
against the school. It is due to the

- school itself and to theusdeachers that
these charges, w';_ai'ch. ha gen made in
explicit terms, ‘should be¥ answered in

detail, and as the Minister has all
the facts within reach it is to be
regretted that he did not make use of
them, It is but fair to say that the

teachers appear to perform  their duties '
well and conscientionsly, and if the
system under which they work places
them at some disadvantage that is their
misfortune and not their fault.




