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TuE exceed | attendance ab the -
~ formal opauiI:gEf the School of Mines and
Industries on Saturday Is an Indication of
the great interest felt by the public in the
jostitution. The proceedings were In
every way successful, and even en-
thusfastie.  Some little time has elapsed
since the school began lts operations, and
the oponing of its career is full of en-
_couragment for the future. Already a
copslderable nuomber of students are
~ avalling themselves of.the advantages it
offers. The councll has displayed much
organlsing ability in preparlng for |
- the work of the school, and the
hearty appreclation of its efforts which
' has been dy shown is a well earned
reward: for succesaful labor under diffical-
ties by no means trifilng. To geb. such
an institation into fale workiog order ls
not an easy task, KFortunately for the
counell the Government has been ready
to afford all reasonable facilitles for carry-
Ing on 1ts operations, while the University
' has also been induced to extend to the
new inatitution not merely its sympathy
but its practical asslatance. The help so
secured, as well as the generous support
accorded by the Chamber of Manufactures,
has enabled the school to begin its career
onder highly favorable conditlons, - It 1s
fairly well boused, though it cannot be
~ long before additional accommodation will
be necessary ; its programme of studles
has been carefully and jadiclously pre- |
pared, go that a diploma of the school will
be of genulne value as the proof of a
liberal and thorough technical education ;
Its staff of teachers, for competency in
the subjects in which they undertake to
instruct the stuadents, cannot be excelled,
if indeed equalled, by that of any similar
. Institotion In the colonies; and, last
. thongh not least, the scale of fees has
been arranged upon such a basls that
a technical training may be obtalned
by those who desire it on uandoubtedly
easy .terms, With all these advan.
tages” In its favor, it must be
admitted that there ls ground for the ex-
. pectation that the Institmtion wlll become
. both popular and nseful. The speeches at
. Saturday’s demonstration were natarally
. of a corgratulatory description, and . by
' those who recognise what an important
gap 1s filled by the school in the educa-
tiopal agencies hitherto exlating in the
colony, there was a praiseworthy desire to
acknowledge the service which has been
rendered in supplying it. The School of
Mines and Induatries, though the imme-
diate result of the action of the Technical
Education Board, 1s one of those Insti.
totlors for which a place has
been prepared by the gradual and
ateedy advance in pnblic opinlon,
in educating which many have had a
share. No account of the history of
technical educatiop In the colony would
be complete which omitted to notlce the
practical labors of the Chamber of Manu-
. factures, a body that Interested 1tself In
the questlon years ago, and as far as Its
means would permit made provision foran
acknowledged public want. In the
political arena Mr. Rowland Rees has
worked for years to obtain leglslative
actlon on the subject, and hls imporbtant
. services In thls connection cannot fairly
. be overlooked, Dr, Cockburn on Satur-
" day received credit for all that he has
done, and no one wlll grudge the pralse
whichihe energetic chalrman of the councll
has merlted, both In that capaclty and in
his former posltion as Minlster of Educa-
tlon. 1t ls to be hoped, and there is no
reason why the hope should not be gratl-
fied, that the sangulne antlcipations In-
dolged In by the speakers at Satarday’s
demonstration will be reallsed. One of
the most attractive and also Important
aspects of the work of the school 1s that
which relates to the mining indastry.
None of our industrles needs sclence more,
Without knowledge the prozpector works
at a serlous dlsadvantage, which, except
where a lucky accldent favors him, f{s
fatal to success; but knowledge is even
more essential In the extraction of metals
from thelr ores, for nature encloses
much of her mineral wealth In bonds
which only eclence can unlooze. The
establishment of a School of Mines at a
time when minlog In South Australia s
entering on a new development must be
regarded as peculiarly opportane, and it s -
. not too much to expect that the inflaence
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dered apparent by similar consideration

- Ing and the organisation of a viticaltural
- department. In every case the object Is

| to make Its way sgainst the competition

I

of the Institution will tend to prevent
repetition of many of the errors which,
while directly attributable to Ignorance,
have In the past caused such disappoint.
ment, and to such a serious extent have
discouraged mining enterprise. . Work of
this kind, to be done at all, must be
undertaken by the State, and If well done
it benefits the community as a whole.,
The necesalty of the School of-Mines Is ren ™

to those which led to the eatablishment o
the Agricultural College, and which are
alzo held to justify a new departure in the
shape of practical teaching in dalry farm-

to encourage industry of the best kind
by allying 1t with knowledge. Thls policy,
especlally In a young country which has

of powerful rivals possessing the advan-

tage of long experlence, Is one that must
approve itself to reasonable minds, and if
witely carried out it is sure to be re-

. warded with a degree of success far more

than sofficlent to repay the expenditore 1t

| Involvea.

TR &

{57‘0&7 :6)‘!”75;@/*’/1) ;

———

e

/(7 f’/{fﬁ}}z)‘u) /cﬁ?f(/ﬁ_

THE EDUCATION OF WOMEN.

TO THE EDITOR,

Sir—So far as the experience of the Aus-
tralian Unharnitmgﬁ? it has been proved,
as their respective Reglstrars testity, that
the women equal the men as ‘utn&untl.
[t is well to check one experience by
another, Mr, R, C. Macdonald, of Boston,
U.S., has published an article in Educa-
tiom, an American journal, of repute,
which, from an American experienoce
proves $hat women students on the AVErage
quite equal, even if they have not some little
superiority to the men students, Mr. |
asscaonasa uses the instanoce of the Grammar l
and of the High Schools at Brookline, |
Massachueets, He uses these instances be- |
cause they are schools of first-rate repute,
and because the High School of Brooklins
bas been v successful in rgr%fmﬂug ite
pupils for graduating at Harva niyersity.

It must be specially noted by the Australian
reader that at the aboveschools boys and girls
attend and are educated together in the same
classes simultaneously. The sexes are inter-
mingled as they are in the home and as they
are in the three Australian Universities,
Girls and boys receive the same teaching
in the same subjects and submit to the
same examinations, Mr, Macdonald takes
the statistics of eight years, and includes an
analysis of the individual and class work of
1,184 boys and 1,079 girls, and remarks that
the statistics of the daily and all other work
in these schools are so well kept that they are
of peculiar value, He says it would be diffi-
cnlt to find a system which would more |
thoroughly sift out and analyzea pupil’s work. 1
lakipg 100 as the standard for the eight

| vears the following results were found ;—A¢t |

the Grammar School the boys made an aver- |
age (in itself . a gnud average) of 79'5;: the |
rls an average of 80 5, Thas the girls main.
tained an average anparinriz for eight years
of 4 per cent. In the High School the
aversge of the 3812 boys was 77 per
oent.; ~of the 208 girls, 809 Here
in the higher range of study the girlu beat the
boys by 84 per cent. in a period o eight years.

| Suppose we turn to the honours list, then

the luJ)orinrity of the girls becomes more
marked, for while 876 per  cent,
of the boys took bhonours, 43'8 of the
girls took honours at the Grammar School,
In the High School 10 per oent. more
honours were won by the woman
students than the men, Moreover, the
smartest ggrll are more numerous than the
smartest boys, and there were five girls ahead
of all the boys. The absolutely top scholar
for the elght years was a l, being two
marks above the very highest y. Inall the
classes of the schools there was but one in

| which for a time the boys excelled the girls,

r. Macdonald pursues an o osite comparl-
son, and shows that the d:ﬁﬂn gira]n; E:I::u

not so dull as the dullest by e 2 He
concludes by saying **when we mnl]i.dnr the

immense advantages given to the male, the
gfgnrtnnlﬁag which have been showered on
» and him alone, for oenturies, when
we oonsider all this, contrasting the histories
of the sexes, we can but be astonished at the
facility with which the fomale surpasses her
brother in the acquirement of knowledge,”
and injury to soc tl;ll.n E-;-en dlﬁ? tg w?man
¢ B pas eprivin
them of the h]ihar adnuntlu?:. ‘iﬁ:me::x naug
¢y may have fair play.
am, Sir, &o ,
J, C. KIRBY,



