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i o and to grant dagraea mn
i:ifﬂtr'l‘ulf:l Ta'ﬁcb of the cumhlmhmfmt

of the Chair of Music has he?n very ﬂhh’:ﬂi‘
| vable, not exactly in the direction whio
was at first expected, but still in & YOIy
I marked degree. The cmminntlm}s known
| as the * Junior” and * Senior” in theory
and practice have attracted many more
candidates than the classes inside the
University, so that the muaic:ixl school
{s more an examining institution than
a teaching one, although in the latter ‘(lﬂ-
ment of its work it hasalso been fairly
successful. The Junior and Saniur‘ E'::-
aminations have had the effect of giving
a direction to the efforts of scholars an:d
teachers outside the University, and in
this way they have done a greu.t' nn}uunt
of good to the cause of music in South
Australia,

In Melbourne also, according to the
scheme which has now been adopted both
by the Council and by the Sena.t:o, tﬁhera
will be a systemof public examinations,
and there will likewise be a complete
course for the degree of Bachelor of
Music, as in Adelaide. Bub besides
this there will be two features
in the musical programme of Melbourne
University which have at present no
counterparts in that of Adelaide Univer-
sity. These are the course for the
¢¢ diploma of Musical Associate” and the
special prizes which are to be given for
the encouragement of excellence in the
playing of wind instraments. Thereisno
doubt that, as Professor Hall told the
University Senate, the majority of
musical students will find more prac-
tical advantage from the course for
the associateship than from that
for the degree of Bachelor of Music.
The reason is that while the latter is
purely theoretical and may be pursued by
a student without any practical knowledge
of the playing of any instrument, the
former will include executive skill as an
estential element of success. It hasbeen
contended by some University men
that the course for the degree of
Bachelor of Music cannot logically be |
made to include instruction in performing
on any kind of instrument, seeing that
University degrees generally are in-
tended to be conferred for kmowledge,
and not for manipulative skill. Taking
this view as the basis of his suggestions
ProfessotfH: as thought it necessary,
in order to secure the recognition of exe-
cutive skill by the University, to pro-
vide for a course quite distinet from |
that for the University degree, and it is
from this-course that he is in hopes that
at some future time a real conservatorium |
of music may take its rise. If, as Sir |
Charles Hallé contended in his remarks to
our reporter on hisrecentvisit, the teaching
of the practice of musicis the proper field
nﬂf a conservatorium and not of a Univer-
sity, 1t will always be possible for the
University of Melbourne at some future
t.mm‘ tﬂlmnﬁfnu its attention solely to the
curriculum for the theoretical knowledge
of music, and to lﬂll"’ﬂ't{} the other i‘nﬁfi.,

ution, when formed, the task '

: ‘ of bi
the ‘qunhﬁcatmn of the “dipm Il%
| Musical Assuciate.” |

-

_T]m‘ prizes fur skill in performing upon
wind instruments are parts of the Pro-
fessor’s programme, \hich undoubtedly

| belong :_Llsn to the department of the
work which ‘at some future tine would be |
better left to g conservatory f musiﬂﬁ
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But the paramount importance of main- |
taining a high standard of orchestral music
seems to have reconciled the University |
authorities to the not quite logical posi-
tion of having to offer special distinctions
to the blowers of horns, flutes, and oboes.
Melbourne at the present moment 18 cer-

| tainly far ahead of any other part of Aus-
tralia in the matter of the standard of
its orchestral music, and it seems
to be the fixed intention of
the pmp]ﬂ ‘of that city to maintain the
lead in this respect. The reception which
the magnificent Melbourne Orchestra was
accorded in Adelaide a few months ago
was scarcely so satisfactory as might have
been expected, and it is to be hoped that
if, as is anticipated, the orchestra should
again visit Adelaide shortly the sup-
port accorded will give evidence that
Adelaide is not by any means helplessly
behind Melbourne in the matter of
appreciation of the highest and most
complex form of music. There is
much need for a special stimulus to the |
study of certain instruments which are |
necessary for the production of orchestral
works in Adelaide. - Great credit is due
to those who lave attained a certain
measure of success in spite of adverse
circumstances.  Yet it can scarcely be
expected that in the absence of some such
encouragement as that which Melbourne
University is now offering much attention
is likely to be paid to the playing |
of instruments which are seldom
used fer solo purposes, but which |
are, nevertheless, absolutely necessary
for the production of complete orchestral
effects. Professor Hall’'s scheme as now
adopted not only makes provision for this
sort of stimulus, but it aims at inducing all
students of music to make them-
selves acquainted with the special litera-
ture of music, and for this purpose the
study of the German language 1s included
in the University curriculum. The great
majority of the books and magazines de-
voted to the promotion of enthusi-
asm in music as an art are pub-
lished in German, and for many years
' to come it seems as if all who desire
' to read much in the domain of musical
literature will have to attain their object
through the medium of that language.
Whether the result of all the efforts
which are now being put forth will be, as
the new Professor hopes, the inaugura-
tion of a distinctive Australian School of
Music it would be very difficult to say,
- but that they will have a refining and
elevating effect upon the people of Aus-
tralia as a whole is practically certain.
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