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AEOUT alx years ago a School of Masle
was started at the Unlversity, It was
generally felt at that time that the estab-
lishment of a Chalr of Maslo was a little
premature, but as the fands necessary for
Its malntenance for five yoars were
generouely provided by public-spirited
colonists there could be no harm In
trying the experiment. Fortunately the
gentlemen selected as Professor of Mausie,
beeldes having speclal musical knowledge,
possessed adminlstrative abllities of no
mean order, and so judlclously did he
directthe operations of theschool that when
the five years explred for which the
professorshlp had been endowed the
achool needed no farther monetary asalst.
ance—It was self-supportlog, It may,
therefore, be assumed that the School of

Muslc Is now & permanent feature of onr |

University system, Professor Ives was
not slow to percelve that In order to meet
the requirements of the tlmes a professor
of musio muat not confine hls efforts to
lecturing and examining students within
the Universlty, but must make hls in-
fluence felt In guiding and dlrecting
mugical thought and work throughout the
colony.; To this end he formulated and the
Unlverslty Oouncll adopted a scheme of
local examinations In <the theory and
practice of muslec. These examinatlons
have glven a great stimulus to musical
edocation, and advantage has been taken
of them to a large extent by muslc
students who were not able to attend the
lectures at the University or who were
studying such subjects as were not In-
cluded In the Univeralty currlcalum. The
success of this portlon of Professor Ives's
work has been most marked.

But how have those sbtudents who
entered upon the course of atudy for
degrees In muelc fared while this con.
slderation for outside students has been
shown? Durlog the past slx years there
has been each year over twenty sbtudents
preparing for the degree, but of these only
one has succeeded In galnlng the degree
of Bachelor of Muslc. Why ls this? Is
it that the muslc students are not pos-
sersed of the same intelligence as thelr
fellow students In the achools of law,
arts, sclence, and medliclne, severaljof
whom have recelved degrees In thelr
respectlve [facultles durlog the mame
perlod? Or Is It that degrees In muslo
are more difficult to obtaln than degrees
in other subjectsa? We learn that the
chlef} stumbling-block to candidates for
degrees In musle Is the exerclse or com-
poeition which they are required to write
to the satlsfaction of Engllsh examinere,
This calls for a talent for orlginal com-
positlon—a talent which ls not possessed
by many musiclans, nor can It be imparted
by the teacher, however earnest he be,
unless the seeds of knowledge he sows
find coogenlal ground for thelr
growth, Does thls requirement find
any parallel In the regualations for
degrees In other subjects? Would
there be g0 many graduates In arts, law,
and medlclne, If each candidate were
asked to wrlte an original treatlse on the
subject of his studles? We fear notl.
There 1s no call to advocate the wholesale
granting of degrees. We wish to make

the most of our Unlveralty system asa |

means of encouraglng students In thelr |

gesrolf for knowledge. So far the students
in the muslc course have not had much en-

couragement, and it 1s posaible that they

|
|
\
!



= = e

may lose he':.rb, abandon thelr nﬁhdiu,
snd leave the professor’s oclassarooms an-
tenanted,

The ocouncil of the Unlveralty of Mel-
bourne, under the advice of the new
professor of music, has jost made known
its echeme of operations for the musle
school. Beeldes providing for a course of
atudy for degrees In music it has deslded
to make a new departure by granting the
diploma of Assoclate In Masle. The re-
| quirements for thls diploma Include a
knowledge of harmony, counterpoint,
| fogue, &c., as for the degree of Maus.

Bao., except that the standard iIs not qalte
80 high, but no ‘‘exercise” Is necessary.
In place of this candidates are allowed o
,{ offer themselves for examlination In some

practical subject, as playlog upon some or-
cheatral Inatrument, and thie appears to be
a senslble subatitute. Sarely it does not
follow that because a musiclan studies the
theory of mueic he must of neceeslty
become a composer, any more than that
the acquirement of a knowledge of English
grammar fits the holder for writlog books.
The rubject of muslc is a many-sided one, |
and while all etudents may be expected to |
become acqualnted with {us theoretical side
the practical aslde should nob be neglacted,
and If one student bave a  talent
or playing upon some Instrument and
avother one for sloging, by all means let
us encoursge the development of such

talent, The diploma of Aesoclate In |
Muslc might be granted by our Unlver. |
oity. Probably it wonld not only foster
nataral talent, but would also serve at a
atepplng-stone from the presentischeme of
genior public examinations in music to the
degree couree, and would on this acconnt
. be warmly welcomed by those studenbs
who, having taken senfor ocertificates
at the local examlinatlons, look In
valn for a spur to further -efforb,
It must be pointed out that there is a
wide difference between the work done
by the holder of a menlor cerbificate and
what {8 required of a student who has
studled two or three years for the Muaus,
Bac. degree, The senlor certificate des
not represent even the firab year's study
for the Mus. Bac. degree, so that the
diploma of Associate Is the least thing that
shonld be granted to gbudents who have
completed thelr third year's term.
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i.:[mr.u. H.O. Evan: and A, T. Ohandler,
the proprietors of Quiz, are tha defmdnf:lt'l i0 An
action for criminal libel which hasbeen initiated
by Professor Ives, of the Adelaide U_ni'runitr.
in contequence of comments oontained in a

~ parsgraph in that paper. The summons has
been izsued, and the caie will ¢ me on for hu_n:

" ipg befors Mr, T, K. Pater, P.M., at the Qity
Police Oourt on Wednesday next, Mr, . W,
O’Halloran is golicitor for the plaintiff, and he
bas retained Mre. J, H., Bymon, Q 0, as
counsel, The sction has been delayed in
consequence of the abienoe of Mr. Obhandler in

Sydaey,



