Ia Scholars and gentlemen is an expression |
- Which has always been held the proper
d“’ﬂ“}ﬂun of public school and uanl.
versity men, and this s a unlon which
shonld never be dlssolved. We are
willing to take on trust the scholar-
ship of the Adelaide undergeaduates,
bot thelr exhlbitfon of manners on
Wedneaday showed a singular capaclby for
divesting themselves of the essentlal
charaoteristios of gentlemen., If Com-
memoration Is to be simply a bzar garden
it will repel frlends and visitors instead of
attracting them to it, as one of the mosat
important and Interesting Incldents ia the
life of each year. There reems to us a
very obvlous means of preventing a repe-
fitlon of Wednesday’s scene, The
authoritles should inslat “wpon all
undergraduatea being seated In the
very front of the hall nearest the
platiorm. We belleve the University Is
not as yet possessed of such valuable alds
| to discipline as the proctors and thelr
bulldogs, more or less famlillar to Oxford
and Cambridge men. Bubt some Uniyer-
eity officlal might well be placed In a
colgn of vantage to take note of offanders
and request the favor of thelr company at
a private Interview later on. If young
gentlemen find they are liable to be sent
down for a term or two they will have very
substantlal reasons for mending thelr
manners. At all gvents we trust that the
ball of the ULiversity wlll never wltness
a repetition of the exhibition on Wednes-
day.

Tke annual address, which 1s one of the
principal features of the Commemoratlion,
waas delivered by Professor Pennefather.
Hls predecessora have, naturally, dealt
with the mobjects with which they are
moat famillar and the studles to which
they  are devoted. Mr, Pennefather
reminds wus that elght years have
elapsed sloce he was present at
Commemoration, and makes a rapldsurvey
of now and then. The Universlty has
made greab strides In the Interval, as any
one can judge by comparing the later with
the earller calendars. Torning to the
foture the professor indicates as the
subject of hls address the most pressiog
needs of the Unlverslty, more parbticularly
with reference to the School of Law and
the University as.a whole, Mr. Pence-
father ‘beglns by congratulating himself
and hia colleagues of the profesalonal staff
that they are probiblted from taking part
in local pclitlca. This disability, if mo it
Is to be reckoned,-does not apply to
those holding slmilar or higher poaltions
on ithe Isla and Cam. Bab, aseverybody
knowe, thoee great bodles have the
. privilege of Parliamentary representation,

which has not as yeb been conceded to

thelr younger pister on North-terraca.

The loes, however, is Parllament’s, nob

thelrsa., We Imagine a vlalt to elther

House duorlng the present session wounld |

be suofficlent to disenchant any one, and
| cure him of apy rlalng ambltlon to be

enrolled In the army of representatives of
the people. The idea of federation lsin
' the alr, and Professor Fennefather Is not
oninfloenced by It He pleads for
the federation of the law of Australla and
the federation of the Unlversltles. By
the federatlon of the law he means some-
thing more than the conferring wupon
Australasia a common and uniform legal |
syastem, What ls appermost in his mind
_is rather a federation of the professlon,
(1t certalnly Is an anomaly that a lawyer,
" howeyer high hls attalnments, even If a
H‘?Q,p..dr the Aitorney General of hls pro-
' vince; should, the moment he crossss an
" {maginary line, be treated asan allen and
stranger, or at best but as a proselyte of
the outer conrt by his brethren of the same |




profesalon, speaking the same lIanguage,
and fellow-cltizens of the same emplra,.
Mr, Pevnefather attributes this to local
jealousles, iutolerable In these great
colonles, theugh excusable In the anclent
oltles of Greece or the Itallan towns of ths
Middle Ages. Agreelng with the pro-
fessor In his cepnsure, Is he not rather hacd
upon the Greek citles and the Italisn
republics ? There are many who think
that In literature, art, and the sclence of
government, and In some conditions of
social life, the Athens of Pericles and
the [tallan citles have nothing to fear when '
compared with the leading States under the
Southern Cross. Tarnlog to the ques-
tlon of the federatlon of the Unlversities,
Professor Pennefather feels that while
generations must pass before our pro.
vincial seats of learning can rival those
older foundations of the old world, an
Australaslan Unlverslty would come to
the front and quickly establish a claim to
recognition throoghont the world, Of
course thore ls something In the idea,
But there are some very obvlons and prac-
tical difficulties in the way of its realisation,
We question if such an Institution would
gicw Into anything different from a great
céniral examlniong body, which would sab.
ject candidates In pass and class to a
more severe and searching test than the
locsl universitles apply. In thls way
{ts dcgreee and ita clasa-lists might beara
stamp which would be rﬂcoguiseﬁ. the
“world over. |
Bu: tl-ersis a reform In university life
which {s far more needed. A uaulverslty

which Is merely an examlalng body |
folfils buot & very small part of
onlverslly work. A university which
comblnes teaching with examination has
advanced astep farther. DBat each misses
the most important fanctlons And these
| fonctions can only be discharged where
the colleglate system exlats In fall force.
.~ A uonlversity whose gtaff has no other
. functlons but teaching and examianlng
may [manufacture scholars more or less |
brilliant In thelr respective branches, but It |
will not traln men as men shonld |
be trained. To a man his college ls what |
his regiment 1s to Ite officers. To be
Icng to a good college is an edacation of
teelf. We have not space to follow Pro-
fersor Pennefather through his interestiog
dlecuezlon upon the wide range of study
which mastery of the sclence of law in-
cludes, It Is to be hoped that nof a fow
~ of the many young gentlemen who are
reading for the bar will be persnaded to
prepare themselves on the lines lald down
by the professor. Of all the learned and
sclentific professions there Is none
which more urgently demands literal and
general culture. Law by itself cramps |
and fetters the lntellect. Mr. Penne-
father, If we understand hlm correctly,
regrets the exclasion of the asclence of
theology or dlvinity feom this Unlversity.
This at leaat iz what we take him to
refer to as the loftlest of sclences, We
have never heard, or read, any definition
of eolence which would allow elther |
theology or dlvinity to be classed
as a zclence, We wonld suggeat to
Mr. Pennefather that he should
accurately define eclence, and then
gsee If theology can be made to aguara
therewithb, A moment's reflsctlon wlill
show that, taking Into consideration the
 questlons and subjecta with which
- theology la concerned, a sclence of theology
by finite minds ia a contradlotion of terms.
Speculation {s nobt sclence, And specula-
tlon Is the llmit of the powers of the
finite In dealing witk the Infinite pro-

blems of theology.




