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Toe Universlty of ;Adelalde held Its
commemoration yesterday afternoon in
the Town Hall, It is a matter for regret
that there is not In the Unlversity bulld- .
ings on North-terrace a theatre muitable
for academic fanctlons such as thoze of
yesterday. A hall of this character ls
urgently needed, and its erection would
be a lasting memorial to any citizen who
wished hils name to go down to future
ages as one of the founders and benefac-
tors of the University., It Is by no
means certaln that, on occaslons when
the Unlveralty has to mligrate to the
Town Hall, the afternoon is the beat time
to select, A large nuwmber of persons are
prevented from attending commemoratlon
preceedings who would feel It a privilege
to be present, and for whom a later hour
Is more convenlent, The Town Hall s
not the beat place in the world for sound,
and it requires a fuoll attendance to rectify
{ts acoustic defects, more especially when
one end of It Is cooupled by a set of young
gentlemen who apparently deema thele
contributions to the Lusinesa of more {m-'

portance than what goes on at the oppoaite
end of the hall, Commemoratlon would
lose one of 1Its moat characterlstic
features If wundergradoates did nob
dlsburden themselves, and relleve feel-
ings exuberant at the prospect of re-
leaso for a tlme from lectures and ex-
aminations, Bat there Is a tlme for all
things, and these young gentlemen might
select opportunities for indulglog their
spirits without delaylng the buslnoss for
which the convocatlon is held, Tha de-
grees conferred yesterday were few In
nomber. His Excellency, who on a former
occaslon was admiited to an ad eundem ¢
degree, has more recently had con-
ferred on him by the Universlty of Aber-
deen the degree of Doctor of Laws, and the
Adelside Unlversity took occaslon to ad-
mit him to a simllar degree, Lord Kintore
can clalm an hlstorlcal connectlon with
the Scotch Univeralty. Marlschal College,
which wlll be tolerably famlllar to the
readers of Scotb’s novels, was founded In
1593 by George Kelth, fifth Earl Marls-
chal, and constituated by its founder in-
dependent of the Unlverslty in Old
Aberdeen, belog Itself both a college and
a university with the power of conferring
degrees, We may echo the wish of the |
Chancellor that his Excellency's connec-
tion with the Adelalde Unlversity may be
as beneficlal as hls anceator's was to
Marizchal College,
One of the principal features of com:
memoration is the oratlon dellvered,
generally by a professor or lecturer, on a
tople connected with the University and
its studies, On the present occaslon the
duly was entrusted to the Vice-Chanoellor,
The Chancellor, in the few words wlith
which he, with hls usual fellclty of
| dlotlon, commended Dr, Farr to the

audience, congratulated the Vice-Chancel-
lor and the Unlverslty on his nnanimous
re-election to that honorable office of
academic dlstinction. It Is difficult to
follow ®o great a master In the art of
paylng graceful compliments as the Chan«
cellor 1s omnium consensu. But there is
no doubt that the public of South Aus-
tralla  will endorse every word he
uttered, It was Dr, Farr's slogularly
good fortune to be headmaster for many
years of St. Peter's Collegiate School
when there was no other echool to com-
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pete with [t for the higher eduoation of
South Australia. It was not less hls good
forture to resign the headmastership when
he had still powers of mind and body
equal to doing good work, and a ripe ex-
perlence to bring to bear on the early

beginnings of a nascent Unlversity, with |

which he has sympathised from Its firat
stirring to 1ts present vigorous manhood,
The University, about which not a few
doubts exlsted at its inception, has jostl-
fied the patriotlsm and generosity of its
founders, and we hope it may be justlfied
- of all its children, 1t has done and
{s doing a good work In the BState
and for the community, and there Is no
reagon to question that it will grow and
expand from year to year, and falfil thoae
high fanctlons which Bishop Barry sug-
geated In kis memorable address on the
eve of leaving Australla, Presumably it
would have been possible for Archdeacon
Farr, from his Oambridge associations,
from his experlence of a quarter of a
century as a public schoolmaster, and from
his connectlon with the Unlversity, to
pour forth a stream of ripe experlence, and
dwall upon the true functions of a Uni- 1
versity In an age which In so many re.
spects reflects the worat features of
Imperlal Rome., Buat the Yice-Chan.
cellor melected for himself a leas
ambitious theme, He gave gmome-
thing like a pketch of those earlier
movements which, perbaps uncon-
eclously to thoze who took part In them,
contained the germ of the Unlversity that
was to come Into belng In the fulneas of
time,

It would be a plty if no record were
made of endeavors to supply, In a com-
paratively small population, and at a
perlod when the foundatslon of a Univer.
sty was out of the question, some portion

of the work for which academic Instita-
tlons exist, And Dr, Farr did well to

bring up the recollection of the day of
emall thinge, The Vice-Chancellor pointed

to the popularity of the three schools of

Law, Medlclne, and Mauasle, and was no

doubt correct in hls judgment of the

cause, To use an expresslve phrase,

these schools pay best. In other words,

they equip for paylng professlons., On the

other hand, the Arts School wants foster-

Ing. It does not attract an equal number,

because Its Infloence upon the fatare

career 1s not so tanglble, so direct, and =so

appreciable, But a Unlverslty should bs
something more than a mere factory for
turnipg out 80 many lawyers, so many
medical men, so many maslclans, It is
above all and before all a place of liberal
education, The man whoee edacatlon
from the time he has fixed on hils fatare
profestlon has been llmited to what only
concerns his speclal linpe may bs a
good speclalist. DBut he can hardly
help being narrow even In thab,
The readers of Darwin's blography
will remember how that great speclalist
—perhaps the greateat Engllsh man
of thought slnce Newton — loat by
degrees all power of appreclating
and enjoylng some of the most refining
Inflnences and sweeteners of life, It wonld
be well if the Univeralty wounld Insist on a
liberal education as antecedent to the
selectlon of speclal schools, and take care
that graduates in what may be called pro-
ferslonal facultles should be also men of
arts and parts,
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