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and Adelaide Univers’ I.h:-,, arrived in Mel-
hourne thiumeek to promote the civse of
the proposed Australian® sclar obe vatory. |
Elr Duffield has sees the Prime Minster,
and although no p l;!nmi‘ut wis nm there
is reazon to hﬂiﬂn hat if private subw=ip-
tions from the p’lriﬂmlt-:ﬂ. scient'sts, pas-
‘tora! interests, ahd others - directly in-
tte‘tﬂtq[ are of such a character as.to show
'u gennine desire on the patt of the pro- |

assistance, a #mall vote in aid may be sub-
mitled to Parliament.
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will secure the assistance he 18 seeking rom
the Commonwealth Government in the es-
tablishment m Australia of a solar obeerva-
tory. For gome time past the bnlliant
soientist, who has talen high honors in the
Adelnide and Manchester Universities, has
shown commendeblé enthusiasm in  the
matter,  Without pledging himsslf defi-
nitely on the subject, the Prime Minister

a small vote may be submitted if the
Government are satisfied that there is evi-
dence enough in the support otherwise ac-
corded to the scheme. that scientists, pas-
toralists, and others are genuinely desirous
of such an institution, Rapid progrees
has in recent years been made 1o all
branches of astronomy, and it is expected,
a3 Mr. Barrachi the Victorian Government,
Astronomer, recently mentioned, that in
the nmear future there will be avalable a

has taken ﬁ'igh hnnm T the Mmuhzrte
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Tt is to be hugﬂﬂ that Dr. W. G. Duffield’

has allowed Dr, Dufliield to understand that'

complete chart of the heavens, Mr.
 Duffield’s desire is that the Com-
|munwealth should co-operate with the!
| solar physicd observatories of

Eurupe, America, and India in their work
of sludying the sun, A few months ago
he contributed to the “Empire Review” an

and pointing ouf the -urgent need there 18
for Australia to contribute its share to the
investigations which are essential fo a
thorough mastery of
ral cogent reasons  were adduced why
this  country should = supplement . the
important work done at other cenlres. As
was natural, attention was directed to the
| improved means which modern science has
discovered and adopled for the adequate
‘discharge of solav investigation,  Nothing
could supply a strongpr incentive to any,
nation or society to undertake observations
of this kind than the possession of equip-
‘ment which makes accurate data reason-
ably cerfain, From a scientific point  of
view the whole question is fraught with|
the utmost interest.
atilitarian motives which should also be !

the subject. Seve- !

admirable article dealing with the position,
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There are, however, |

lmnndered What, for instance, is the |

1n.lmhr:mu between sunspots and Tainixll?|
' Thia ig only one of n number of querntmns
| which arise in this connection.  As Dr.
Duffield has poinied oub, “Australia’s in-
{erest in problems connected with her rau-

‘{211, and also her unique olimatic conditions,

well fit her to join India in establishing
‘an observatory devoted to solar physics.”
Gmhlelﬁy work can be done in this
 eontinent which would nat be possible clse-
~where, and the 4hnusphmu mdllmnn
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