 GREAT EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENT|

i, R ar

e |
= e —

&

[ R good

1N WOMAN'S GAUSE|

-.-—-l-_-‘-—r—-—l

—
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THE ADVANCE OF AUSTRALIA,
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Damocracy among the women of Aus-{
tralia iy established insolur as the gone- |,
ral vole 13 concerned, and we areg a
people who concede to our womenfolk the |
right to an equal say in the conduct ol
political affairs of the State and Com-
monwealth. In such a Tespect Austra-|
lians are well ahead of many of the
lonZer-established countries of the Em-
pire, and this fact was abundanily as-
sured after a reporter from thig paper
had conchuded an interview at the South
Australian Hotel yesterday evening wikh |-
Mrs. Mansbridge, the charming wile ol |!
Mr. Albert Mnnﬁ}ridgi‘a the general sec-
retary of the Workems' Educational As-
sociation of Great Britasin. Mis. Mans-
bridge 1s as enthusiastic as ber husband

in the cause, and she displayed a wealth} |

of knowledge of the educational uspira-
tions of the working women of the Em-

pire which indubitably classed her as a i

mistress of the problem.

Sinee arriving in Australia some three
months ago with her husband. Mrs.
Mansbridge has aoquired a volume off
information which she was ready o um-
part, despite the fact that she had had
a busy day visiting many’ of Adelalde
institutions and inlerviewing women with
a view to advancing propaganda work. |
“As far as I have seen.” she &aid, “Aus-§
tralis i doing wonderfully well, . You
have some excepiional speakers among
the women, but, of course, the majority |
of them have not come out in public yel.
They are only #3 yet in tho training, as
oue might say. But you are gomng to
Fave a fine body of women. T feel that
the women's movement is of tremendous
importance here, and they have an enar-
moue advantage in having sccured the
vote. Education is tho great bulwark o
woman's advancement. Women of
course are, after all, the pqnplfa; we want
to bo keen, for they are the mothers of |
the fature generation. Our object is to
gather in the “great wotking ‘class ot
women, and to collect their children,
when they are old enough. to appreciate
things in art, Hierature, and s0 on.
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her children’s minds; not only will it
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- than they are at home. It is only recontly |
that woman in England has found thel
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think tha home was our first duty, but
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place ghe should occupy in the develop-|
ment of economic affuirs. We used {0
now wo Haye come to find that there are
other duties 1o perform in justice to onr
children. Iy 38 in these matterns that the
women's classes are proving so educative.

“Our society is entirely non-political |
snd unsectanan. We vé in organis- |
all educational bodies, Let me hera|

i

iall you some of the objects we seck to
aftain. Wa hold that if the Workers' Edu-
cation Association is to gain any sub-
stantial victory in ibts o ign against
ignorapce and injustice men and women

| ts—are inseparately bound
together. Neither party cin march by
itself withont endangering both its own
safely and that of the party it has lefi.
[f one cease to make progress the othar
& held back, too. Our movement i;’ﬁood
lor women as wives, because they Will be
ible {0 enter more intimately into the
E\*Th alnd iutnrgg}d afm't?qir ishusgngs*
Al 108 exXp at 1t EO or
the whole of the community and ge

for women as individuals and as wives.
that an education which makes them un-
derstand better the world they live in
should spread among them. Lastly, it is
good above all for the children’s sakes.
Not only will it mean that the educated
mother, though she cannpot actually teach
them hersalf, will ba mare fitted to guide

make a greater bond of sympathy poe-
gible between her and her sons and

da , who are feeling the thirst for
knowledge, and are spending their leisure
in attending classes and in reading tho|
best books that can be laid held of, but
it will also surely mean ihat with the
spread of education among women will
grow up an active demand for smaller
elasses 1n' the elementary schools, for the
sstabhshment of school clinics, day nur-
series, and more open-air schools, and for
muny othar th that touch eo closely
their ohildren’s spiritial and physical
weollbeing."” s : ;

Then your association strives to incul-|
cate a-love for the highest in literature
besides’ sciencs and the study of econo-
mies? . i

“Yes.. It has been our aim to imbue
our members with the spirit of the best

writers of { times. In the East-End |
of Imnﬂ%n _ﬂnlibem.m

erat ought by thos:
who have come into our fold had pre-
viously been of the order supplied by
penny novelettes and other uneducational
trash. 'Since joining us the women have
been persuaded to adopt a betier class
of reading. Natural history is already a
favorite' subject;, and there are mow among
our ‘enthueiasts in Dickens, Thack-
eray, Charlotte Bronte, and other olassi-
cal povelists. The ral ‘seems
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literature assinmla Wi WO-
men andEi:Iﬂ, and we feel we S0~
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coeded. It is wonderful what interest the
working people have taken in tho masters
of art and literature since our ranifica-
tions began. - TN 4/}
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{ Twenty-nine tickets wers dssued by the
officials of the Univ to ‘thoss Bixn d
iﬂﬁ:;rﬂb'tﬂd in -the mmwf >

of this State, inviting theém to attend an
address which waus uuhvnmml%: L.
bert Mansbridge, eecretary of ‘the | 3
ars’ Educational Associzfion, on the ains
and methods ofi the sssocistion at thatl
University last night. What betler com-
pliment could: be pald to this distiu-
guiched visitor than the {fact that exacdy
29 listened 1o his remarks with deep in-
terest  and gave Lim every encou .
went in the demoerafic work in which
he is engaged? Professor Stirling occu-
pied the chair. |
Afr. Mansbridge dealt mainly with the
university aide of the work., He siid no
city could "exisi completely without =
umversity in it, working 1ly;  Troely,!
and definitely. Thay did not regard such |
an institution as merely a place of splen-
did fittings and ¢laborate equipmentss not
4 mero p'iuc{e of teaching professions and |
Futting lettetrs after the names of persons
—for, after all, persons with letters afta: |
their names wore not the most learméd.
(Laughter.) It seemed to him & y‘-.umh,
versity in any State should with all the
‘wisdom of power seek to build a highwaiy
of education leading to it—a highway so
broad  and free that even the |
1aight pess; along it if he or she shawel
sy inolination 1o study.  The téme bhad
gone wihen the State could affond to keep
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were poor.  Thé Workers' Educational As-
ancimﬁnn aroga from a smalk gathering of
working people in England in 1905, ﬁﬁﬁ, 5
- & band of &Cholars, and,
3l eari-
ost to clear the pathway of learni ,nn&
their efforte bad been ¢rowned wilh sues

were joined b

cgsss - and  theéir on 5 increased ten:
fold. Mber.iill,_tﬁs ination of &

lar and workér was quite natural. Ope|
brain worker: one was an expert in su
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