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* BDULTS AND THE UNIVERSITY

o

'FREE TO TEACH THEM ANYTHING

" e

. MR MANSBRIDGE'S DEMOCRATIC
# mIﬂH‘

“I really expected

‘the educstional movement, it I foupd
this country like n spooge, ready to ab-

sorb every vestge of information I might |
bave on the subject. I am satisfied that

my visit bas bean made just at the right
time, as I have met with splendid suc-
cass."’ .
The visitor was Mr. Albert Mainsbridge,
|M.A,, founder of the Workers' Educa-
itional Association of Englard. A press-
mac called mpon him yesterday morning
.jat the South Australiar: Hotel shortly after
‘he arrived by the express from the eas-
_ilern States. A few minutes converss-
‘-r_'r-._ﬂon with this champion of democrats
& fwas sufficient to disclose how he had
+ been able to foree open the barred doors
of the English Uriversities to allow the
insufficiently sducated workers o free
«Opportunity of improv ng their learning.
He possesses 2 remarkable personalty,
his very handshake bestowing a welcome
whicl: krows no distinetion between the
ignorarnt and the wise, An earnest friend-
ghip 'i= established on the most casual

n}nqnn.i:n;.anﬂe. and he scems ever ready|
10 assist in breaking down any obstacle
which might stand in the way of ac:

quiring knowledge. He is the VOTy

. essence of vitality 1p the mowvement jin
which he has embarked. |

“Thousands haye benefitad by the tu-

toriasl classes™ he declared, “and -ogce

they get on the path of learning their

ihirsy for knowledge grows apace. Thers

38 no distinction made. All mest on the

same footing. T tell you it is a splan-

! did sight 1o see the manual worker gatli-

that Australians
‘would listen with irterest to the story of

; tinued Mr, Mainsbridge.
¢ find out all he can about industrial his.

. working people do?’

* eréd and welcomed in the class with the
anost scholastic.  They exchange their
Views, and one learns from the other.
We have clergymen, laborers, tailoreasss,
business men—a whole collection in some
of our classes, all keenly desirous cf
learmning. The teacher ja 3 student, and
the students are teachers: wven the huni.
blest is not afrsid to teach, and the
most advanced is willing to learn.”

What would the humble teach 1

“He perhaps possesses information -f |

benefit to the whole world. For instance,
there are no bettelr parsons to tell of the
krials, circumsiances, and misery of up-
‘employment than the nnemployed them-
salves. This is a burning guestion of the

day. When the university denls with the

matie? you would hanily expect to get|

the best informaiton from the person
who has never been unemployed.””

Do you find thet the manoual Isborer is|

1

" a diligent acholar?

~ "o the course of a thres-years’ atudy
ways have to be written, and some of
tho best have came from the workers, The
~_ocopy of an esay writien by a lailaress ¢n
 cerfain industrial maiters.  There are

ity now Lrdasures a

€00 o histary, A few ploughmen in
ane town at home wanted to learn al-
gebra, Tt is a recroation to thom, and I
am sure it is betier han studying bol
fing lists. The day for the university’to
‘dictate what it thinks the student should
learn hns gone, and instead it asks him
what he wanis to 1 i
“For instance, at Hobart n number of
+ women wanted to learn natural history,”
broko in Mrs, Mainsbridge, who was sit-
ling near at hand apd had followed the
sonversation with interest, ‘‘and
wo have decided that they should be
laaght thal subjeck™

My wife deals with the education of |

women, and they take as great a part
in the movement as the men. She has
Jecided to make hersalf responsible to
teap Australia acquainted with the work
of the women in the old country, and, of
course, is gathering informalion which
will be of advantage {o those at home.,"”

She was assured thuat the Womarn's
Political Fducational Association wonld
giva her every assistance. : |

*“You asked me what does the average
manual worker desire to learn?" con-
“He wantis to

tory. It is révolutionising the universi-
ties, and is cansing them to go into deep
research.  We bave plenty of facts con-
cerning Greek art and litarature, but the
guestion which has now arisen is, ‘What |
about Greck industry? What did the
Of conrse, this ap-

plies to industrial history of all other
. pakions."

Do you think Anstralians are as irn-
| dustrious as Englishmen?

“¥Yes. It has been said that tho out-
door life here and the freedom which
exists wounld tend to bring about lack of
interest, but a similar thing was said in
"England. It was stated that tha work-
men wonld have liltle time to atiend the
‘classes, ag they worked long bours ard
overtime, and got small salaries. Yon
have to face a lot of probhloms which will
affect England. Therofore, they natur-
ally are deeply interested in your pro-
gress. If Australia failed in one of its
big nndertakings the cry for the futors
would be, ‘Oh, what's the use of trying
that; it failed in Australia.'”

I-:Iﬂnv-; jfﬂl the aﬁnnmmen: arise?

- "Oun 4 em oup of workmen w
desirexd (0. hear lﬁtn?@ given b}*n u:]':i?
versity professors., The assoeciation was

commencod 10 years ago. To-day it has'
& membership of about , and m*er:

2000 I}i?ﬂiﬁg are affiliateq with it. Tt has !
.‘!Irﬂ% wELh 4 certain amount of opposition |
1n its 1nfancy, but in the last educationa: |

 debate of the House of Commons it was

praised fmn:g the three sides of the House
-—gansumiww, Liberals, and Labor.”
n whose invitation did you co
Australia? g i
“I'was invited by the manual laborers
in New South Wales, and fallowing on
that the universities of Australia asked
me to come to Ausiralia  and give a
cnﬁorﬂﬂ of leotures” y
you thiok you could =
o0 YO got enmgh_
“We in England have been turning ont
a lot of graduates, who do not have to
work, especially lady graduntes, They
are keen about lecturing and imparting
their knowledge. In one case out of one
ctlags 23 classes have been lormed, so
that shows that ance it starts it will soon
Are branshes of the socioty
formed in the eastorn Statesi |
o Yes; T hiad not bean loag in cach of,
he capitals of the other States before it
aniversities of the thres States arg fo be

*-.Jr. T ‘[.' _ -_:'_._,_1-.
| results as in England, dnd’

In those audiences you: g
you think we huve the Aenty
the destinios of this oc LTy §
"I have no doubt of i,  Ans
learn to develop her own mons e 4
the high positions. At tho premt
if you have some big irrigation
;l:ﬂhnn;h you ron to Ameries fo
N othor big prok
You Tun some m S e
f import your archbishops, Ey'm?a':- “in'n
tam of immigration thut willl hake 1
seriously éludied.!”” L CHRGE
What do vou think of
tisyeem e

of A [

ticulties to be met with th “F{ =

has been introduced bere. 3
als0 struck by (e delerming

'-Fllrinua dwmﬂntﬂ of Jo
to give each enild who' Qesires it af
higher education. The bufeary system

cstablished in New South Wales is #nled.
did, and offers a chance t0 the poorest

child. - But in the faoture attentior |
have 1o be piid to rural education,
present circumstances mwr vildran
of tender years (o work from' 6 in the
morning {1l 9 at night. 1 am sure’Auns:
tralis only wants to realis thgi AL |
ter to dﬂ'vﬁlﬂp ﬂﬂ.ﬂ, hﬂms’, ah !r4"- ] "'I-;.h Eral
dairy cows, and that better aHention ia
necessary 1o populating the ."F* with
physically fit boys and girls than o &g
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THE WORKERS' EDUCATIONAL

ASSOCIATION. = =

Mr. Albery Mansbridge will deli
sddress to-night in the presence |
bers of the Univereity, and of réprese
tatives of &hie School of Mines, and o
the Trades Hall on the aims and r

| 0de of the abiove association. Mr. Mans-

bridge comes with' very high tes
irom «cducational authorifics &

South Wales, Vietoria, and Brishane he
has left the impression of a man Wwhe

lias an inspiring personality and also &
definite knowledge as to' the mann
which his work is to be carried
practical way. The series of)
which Mr. Mansbridge is (o
Adelaide will ba Inangurated
versity this evening. The accommiod
of the Princes of Wales Theatre i Lmj
ted, and it is necessary to resirict ads
mission to ticket-holders. A notice Eif
ing further particulars sppears in ang
ther column. RV Lt i |
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