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With which the Education Commission
IS prosecuting its labours m
dttended with dismay regarding the in-
treasingly formidable character of its
tasks and the time for thelr perfor- ||
mance, The commission is deeply con-
sclous of the serlonsness of its duties,
and its investigation of every question
affecting national education in all its
branches will apparently be so exhans-
tve and minute as to oceasion the fear !
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| University of Adelalde,
' the scope of its work was extended to
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A vigions which the then responsible Min-
\lister and expert officials of the depart-

b rgna the commission has
with the more crueial and important ¢
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Admiration for the Industry and zeal

e

may soon be

that the enquiry will be practically
interminable, or that, when the com-
‘mission may have completed its pres
reasons will
bave arisen—owing to change of con-
(ditions and the development of mnew ||
educational {deas—for conducting
fresh examination into the subject
The commission was appointed on
Janunary 26, 1011, to enquire into and
report upon higher education and the
In September
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“all branches of education”—a field
which might occupy a lifetime to roam
 This step warranted the post-
poncment of a new and comprehensive
FHducation Bill, contalning severil pro-

ment deemed urgently necessary to
ensure that South Australian echildren
shall not edocationally lag behind
those of other States, So far as it has
not - dealt

rs affecting either higher, gecond-

mnftte
ary, or primary instruction. Its ghtet
recommendations involve larger de-

mands on the Treasury.

‘The third progress report, which was
presented to Parliament on Thursday,
affords no promise that the Legislature
will this session be in o position
pusg an Education Bill For at least
another year, therefore, the compul-
gory system will remain defective re-
latively to private 8chools, children
generally will not be required to nttend
gn regularly as is desirable, and tth‘
will be free to leave school o year
';m-l:-nf*r than the age which the best

release from gchool attendance, Since
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‘Isalaries of teachers of both sexes who

‘| sirable that young men should bLie én-

'l ehanees Iater in life in the commercial
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authorities regard us the minimmm for |

submitting its gecond prngm report |

the commiggion held 87 mectings and
examined 25 witnesses, Visits  were
pald to New South Wales and  Queens-
land, and evidence was  taken, from
r:-prﬁm-ntntiwn of mil branches _n;l:
rimary educntion in those States. A
mass of informn tion was collected, a.nﬂr
me qunlmr:ﬂtlﬂm- of the Co oners
t0 discnss edueation questions
ch enhanced; but the m;]
ofia embodied In the repor
nﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁnm thun a rupltltinn of
dﬁnn tendnréd by local educationists
hu uloIﬂJ’ !tﬂdﬁ' their ‘business. |
will endorse the self-evi- |
“tht ﬂlm pf.
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assume that, as the Commonwealth ad-

merce and industries will offer an in-
creasing number of “plums” to ambi-

unfortunate if, as In some States in
America, primary gchool teaching were
left mostly to the fair sex. Sonth Aus-
Aralian gchools must command the ser-
vices of competent men of high charac-

hee usually high-
increasing  the

the destinies of
gpirited boys. By

are now receiving less than £250 o
voar the Government migzht fairly ex-
pect to secure a more qualified and
contented stafll, It is pnrticuim'l:r de-

abled to marry and establish homes.
Abillty to do this comparatively ecarly
n life would be a deelded compensa-
tlon for deprivation of speculative

sphere, In view of the commission’s
remarks on the recommendation to re-
arcange the classification of schools
and reduce the number of classes from
nine to six, It should have advised that
head masters might attain a salary of
£500 a year. That amount is paid In
Yictoria "and New South YWales, and
in Western Australia  the highest
salary is £521 10/. By raising the
status of the few men in the forefront
the Government would uplift the
whole serviee-and attract to it aspiring
youths who now pass it by.

The abolition of the title
<onal® and the attendanot
provement of . status will
act  of  fairness 1o many
in-. the  “back blocks"” who  de-
serve special  sympathy  and  con-

“*provi-
im=

persons ||

be made mum ﬁth'nnth'e fur one  may |

winces in population and wealth, eom- |

tious and clever youths, 1t would be |

ter, 'who will permanently influencs |

be an |
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sideration on aceount {.‘-f their naﬂiﬂhnn‘
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it tor nothing else, Piupular opinion— |

or less nervous or “flurried” children

‘| especially that of the parents of more |

—ilready approves of the proposal
that Inspectors should be relieved of
the duty of examining for promotion,
jand that this work should be per-
formed by the teachers of all schools
simultancously, The reasons for the
proposed appointment of a lady inspec-
tor are mot so plaln. Sorely the pre-
sent inspectors—if relieved of “exam-
ining” dufics—may be trusted to e
vote additional attention, if necessary,
to investigating the conditions in which
lady teachers work and live, and to
{ report npon girls' domestic studies. If
not, how 13 one lady inspector to ac
complish the whole of this work sat-

|istactorily? Regurding the medical in-
spection of school childron, South Aus».
tralin is givldrnﬂr doing less than any
{of the other States, and the commis- |

gion is convineed that the need tnr
action herg I8 as great as in  other
parts of tha Commonwealth, nnt‘.l thnt
m the work
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bﬁﬁnnw'ur a system of medical in-
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the umiversities of the Bmpire. . . .
(] what 12 this m:rn'cllm
I think we may: s i
mensa an immense nud.. 1t
i# not due wspecially, as our older universi-
fies weore dne, to the instincts of the piows
and eencrally mlmmeﬂ founders. Tht

[ development in ong. nmrrmm

' l totnily different tnrm.
ltm:wmtqm haen ’
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