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“MARITANA” STAGED
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Romantic Opera at Royal

~ With nothing but - an overture for
assistance. it is not easy to imagme the
days when kings and queens and gipsies
mingled in the streets, singing and danc-
ing. But when the adjustment of the
mind i made the true delight of “Mari-
tana’ 1s-revealed. -
- The play, which is produced by the Elder
Conservatorium Opera Class, opened at the
Theatre Royal tonight. 1t is not lacking
in music or dancing. Rather there 1is
scarcely a pause between songs. Miss
Alison Lane, who played the name part,
went through her exceedingly strenuous
role with a delightiul voice and a com-
nendable lightness of step. As Lazarillo,
he ill-treated lad, Decima Harvey gives
ome, skilful little sketches. John G.
Jonag as Don Saesar appeared easily the
ost skilled of thé actors. '
Like most gipsy plays, “Maritana’ is
not without its romance. The openimmg
scene is a public place in Madrid, and the
whole atmosphere is one of glamor and
strange customs, When Maritana, the

clever gipsy lass, tells the fortunes of the
company the real interest begins.
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His Majesty the King (played by Victor

TInnes-Morcom) earns the dislike of Don
Jose (Jack Prider), and the latter spends

most of his time trying to win the atten-
tions of the queen and leading the king
into difficulties.

The gay Don Saesar, who is sentenced
to death by hanging for having disobeyed
the command of the king, is informed by
friends that he may be shot if he mar-
vies quickly. There the intrigue of the

lot really catches the audience, for they
now that it is Maritana, heavily veiled,
who comes along to marry the disgraced
cavalier. *

The tale, of course, has a happy endigﬁ.
The play will continue during the week,
the cast of actors being changed for Tues-
day, Wednesday, and Friday evenings.

was determined

 “MARITANA” GOING WELL

PREPARING FOR SATURDAY'S
‘ OPENING

Vinecent Wallace’s light opera, “Mari-
tana,” should be a good show., 'The
company had a full-dress rehearsal at
the Theatre Royal last night, and even
the producer (Mr. Harold Denton)
must have been pleased with the pros-
pects for the opening of the season to-
morrow night. .

Nearly all good producers take their

coats off. It makes the chorus think
they mean business. Mr, Denton looked

\

he part last night, and he kept his
panish maids and lads on the move
n the square in old Madrid. There is
ne chorus work, and the voices blended
chly in happy songs. The costuming
s colorful, and the scenery effective,
Principals stood up to their tasks with
an experienced air, making love while
hey egang, and plotting while a':ﬂ:her.*fsT

Mr Winsloe ‘Hall expected everyhod:f
to cast a discreet ye on the stick, as

he Kkept orchestra, principals. and

chorus on the beat, and if he did be-
come wroth at times it was because he

_that all rough edges

should be smoothed off before the com-
pany faces the audience. =~ .. =

The Conservatorium Opjera Clﬂaés' has

it AEEION 3T ~plans, the
ward should be a succes ?m hing
d s 'goodiweek’s. run, b T 00T T




