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ROCA South East Dinner Friday 10 August 2012

Charlie Goode and Alan Richardson have booked Patrick of Coonawarra for a ROCA South East
dinner on Friday 10 August 2012.

Many years ago ROCA used to hold an annual dinner for its members and for old Roseworthy
scholars generally in the South East, as is still occurring on the West Coast. After a (short) lapse, the
South East gatherings are now back on!

Dondt miss out! For de tMobilewWork0887244@10, Al an Ri chardson
Home 08 8724 777Email yahl@internode.on.net
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ROCA Dinner & AGM 2012, at The Grange Golf Club

Pl ease dondt fing AnmpualtROEADiNNen gna AGH, to be held at The Grange Golf
Club, White Sands Drive, Grange on Friday 19 October 2012. The dinner is always a great event,
filled with riveting and revealing stories from the 10, 25, 40 & 50 Year Reunion Groups. Year groups,
it is time to start rounding up your mates.
Contact people are:
1 50 Years (1962) - Peter West, Mobile 0409 558 835, Email peterwest7 @bigpond.com
Postal PO Box 1449, Victor Harbor SA 5211
1 40 Years (1972) - Alan Richardson, Mobile Work 08 8724 1010, Home 08 8724 7772,
Email yahl@internode.on.net
1 25 Years (1987) - Craig Hole, Mobile 0409 710 535, Email cthi@iprimus.com.au
craig.hole@landmark.com.au
Rodney Lush, Phone 08-8756 5066, Email rodney.lush@bigpond.com
1 10 Years (2002) - We need a coordinator. Can you help? Ring Dick Turnbull 0437755034

nPay attention you jokersoi this is your President speaking

Claire and | joined a very well attended EP reunion dinner at Cleve in February. Over 60 were
present, including a number of recent female graduates and other younger members. We all enjoyed
the repartee and the entertaining guest speaker, lan Sampson, lawyer and farmer from Cowell. He
had a lot to say about the rights of mining exploration companies to enter your land for prospecting
purposes and the rights of farm owners when mining activities are conducted on their land. Question

www.adelaide.edu.au/roca/
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ti me went on for fAhourso and the hot topic was ground
SE Roseworthians are reactivating the SE reunion dinner, after a dormancy of forty years. It used to
be bigger than the EP Diconmeeting.andnétwotkieg. al | about wine, r

Two old boys i Ray and Robert

A week later | visited Ray Beckwith, our 2010 Award of Merit winner, as he turned one hundred on 23"
February. He proudly showed me a room full of specially framed photographs, packs of vintage
wines, cards and other memorabilia presented to him by his friends and members of the wine industry.
He still lives independently with his son in Nuriootpa and was in fine form. He was invited by the
Barons of the Barossa to be their guest of honour at the start of vintage celebrations and he says his
olfactory senses are still functioning well and he enjoyed some good wine. We also chatted about the
great Roseworthy Student Strike of January 1932, and Ray said he was done out of one or two major
prizes by the principal W R Birks who wrongly thought he was involved in the strike.

I al so vi sit e-dccuseadstrikers, RoRat widlimg frono Cummins who is in his 98th year.
Robert was in hospital after having his hand amputated because of some creeping but benign growth.
We were able to compare injuries as | had just come off second best after a fight with a 4 inch angle
grinder to which | had just fitted a blade that would cut through anything (it does!) My arm will recover
95% of its function and the healing process is going well. He was full of beans and told me how as a
16 year old he ran in the professional Stawell Gift and so could not compete in amateur athletic events
in Adelaide. He said he did NOT win the RAC Steeple chase in his first year however. That was in
1932. His father had died some time before and his mother needed him back on the farm so he had to
surrender his scholarship and return to Cummins. He was also accused by principal Birks of
participating in the New Year's Eve stone throwing event that triggered the strike, but Ray said he was
in Adelaide at that time. | seem to recall another College principal who jumped to conclusions in the
name of maintaining student discipline. Robert ran a very successful farming business on southern
EP and was in Bomber Command during WW lI, flying over 40 missions. Statistically his chances of
surviving that At o uiswvel ancktulgalive atr9%and stllvull of bnergy. h e

Current Residential student at Roseworthy

David Purdie, Manager Student Service at Roseworthy sent me a photograph of the one hundred plus

residential students who attended an inaugural Welcoming Dinner. He is trying to activate some new
traditions and to add more fisoulo to the place, which
RAC residents seems to have passed into history and t
than our Third Year Dinners.

On Anzac Day he and other staff conducted an impromptu Anzac commemoration in the chapel and

70 -80 students rolled up, which | found rather surprising and most heartening. Things must be

changing at Roseworthy when fAthe man whdownhtinighes on t he
with a torch looking into cars, but instead runs event like this. In the University David works for a

department called fiStudent support serviceso, a | ess
students do not haygyeltdenl irwe elsy (ldAd i hfoders in the sie\

John Tassie, his library & the Anzac Centenary

David Forwood, Manager Property Services at Roseworthy, tells me that stage one of the Tassie

Memor i al Libraryds restoration i storaidnmfdhe interorphap | et e, an

been approved. When it is completed it will become a reading room for postgraduate students. The
www.adelaide.edu.au/rocal/
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near completion of stage two was confirmed to me last night by John Tassie of Eden Hill, who visited

the College on spec three weeks ago. This John Tassie is the nephew of 3015 Pte John Tassie, killed

on Anzac Day 1918 and in whose name the library was built in 1921 by his parents. | visited John to

show him what information | have gathered about his uncle after whom hewasnamed af ter . Tod
John Tassie never met his wuncle, as he wasi born 14
Bretonneux . There is a short biography on John Tassie jnr. towards the end of this newsletter.

Remember we have the Anzac Centenary fast approaching and as an association we should think

about how we are going to mark this occasion, considering the fact that 228 Roseworthians enlisted in

the 1% AIF, 256 in the 2™ AIF with 41 being killed both in WW1 and WW2. Not to mention the South

African War, Vietnam War and the other bloody little wars (all wars are bloody) up to this very day.

The government 6s National Commission on the Commemor a
remember not only the Anzacs who served at Gallipoli and the Western front, but all Australian

servicemen and women who served in wars including Korea, Vietnam, Iraq and Afghanistan. The

National Commission on behalf of the government will lead the charge, but organisations such as ours

will be expected to be involved in the commemorations.

a
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ROCA Prizes

Another event which | attended was the final prize distribution ceremony for the Bachelor of

Agriculture degree (the direct successor to the RDA) held at the Waite. Final because it now combines

with the Bachelor of Agricultural Science to become a Waite based Bachelor of Science (Agriculture)

course. The Old Student Cup and Trophy for the second highest aggregate in the final year was

awarded to Samuel Wedding, who happens to hail from Wasleys. | had a good chat to Sam and his

family and he seemed a responsible sort of fellow so | let him take the cup home on the condition he

dropped off at College in a few weeks. It will be placed in the glass display cabinet behind the main

foyer stairs as this houses a lot of other College historical stuff. So this is the last of the old

Roseworthy based prizes and your committee has proposed that ROCA seeks to award the top or at

least one of the main prizes in the final year of the three animal based courses currently being offered

at Roseworthy. These are the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, Bachelor of Science (Pre-Veterinary)

and Bachelor of Science (Animal Science). The Association has to commit at least $500 each year

for each prize. ROCA has a long and proud history dating backtothe 18906s of awarding t
prizes to students at Roseworthy and the current committee wishes to continue this tradition. However

we will need the support of the membership to do this and last year's 40 year group, who have some

funds leftoverfromthei r book fAiThe Roseworthy College Legacy anc
offered to provide the $1500 to cover the prizes for the first year. Your committee is looking for a

commitment from all members but in particular each 10, 25, 40 and 50 year group as their turn arrives.

The 668 Group and their book

I must congratulate this group most whole heartedly for a splendid effort they made with their book. It

is a beauty and thtisstfoirrysdot icsh aphtee rb,e sfi Praenhistomofst succi n
Roseworthy College | have read; and extremely well referenced. The stories of the members of that

year group are fascinating and well worth reading so | commend the book to all Roseworthians, past,

present and future.

Roseworthy Campus and Student Fund

The committee is most impressed with Ray Taylor and his band of Co-patrons and what they have
achieved with the fund over the last two years (See Ray Taylor's report). And there was me thinking
that -RathirCond was | ust tathdpobiwithnydu affeote fdoty!o u g h t

Dick Turnbull
President

ROCA and ANZAC Centenary commemorations
- Tales from the Honour Roll

As an individual member of ROCA | have undertaken to write short biographies on all 228

Roseworthians who enlisted in WW1. The names are recorded on the two honour rolls; one in the

main foyer of Roseworthy Hall and the other in the Ch
the Honour Roll 0, as they will tell a Rosaworthy,theive about
time in military service and their career afterwards. When available, some family history will also be

www.adelaide.edu.au/roca/
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included. Telling their stories has been made much easier in this computer age, by our ROCA

Archiving Group, whhie hSthuadse nstcoa nnmaegda ziinn efisT and ot her ke
history. Digital materials from the Australian War Memorial and National Archive collections and the

newspaper search engine TROVE have also been great resources.

Following in the electronic version of this Digest is the story of John Tassie (our first tale)

I will need some help in future however, so any of you jokers who can drive a computer or read a
book, please contact me at randcturnbull@tpg.com.au or phone 08-84316618

Dick (RK) Turnbull May 2012

ROCA Extra

There is more information for ROCA members receiving the electronic version by e-mail. You can
also visit our website www.adelaide.edu.au/roca

The 2011 ROCA Dinner

Once again the ROCA dinner was well attended at the Glenelg Golf Club, with over 150 attendees.
The guest of honour was Professor Kym Abbott. The recipient of the Award of Merit this year was Ray
Taylor, a very worthy recipient.

The 1961 graduates as the 50 year group and the 1971 graduates as the 40 year group were well
represented. The 25 year group was small in number but Nick Kentish made up for it with a great
presentation. An additional reunion group was the 1971 A Grade football team, celebrating 40 years
since winning the premiership in the Gawler League.

We even had some table prizes this year as Peter Rumble kindly donated some of his Sparkling Red
for each table.

In 2012 it will be the turn of the 1962, 1972, 1987 and 2002 graduates. We have not had a good run
with the 10-year group for a long time but if there are any 2002 graduates they are strongly
encouraged to attend. Rumour has it that we may even see an Oenology 40 year reunion group as
well.

The Year of 71 Launched a Book

The 40 year group presentation was led by Brian Ashton, Mike Wake and John Croshy. Mike officially
launched the book produced by the 40yr group called "THE ROSEWORTHY COLLEGE

LEGACY AND THE ' 68 GROUP". It is a 250 page hard back book with a striking pink and black
cover,; it is a history of the college and the graduates of 1971 over the last 40 years. The 40 year group
call themselves the 6870 derived from their start in 1968 and their third year of 1970. They have
produced an annual newsletter for 40 years, providing valuable material for the book. They engaged
professional journalists Peter and June Donovan to put it together, Peter and June did a lot of archival
research and interviews to piece together the history of RAC from the beginning to the change-over
period in the 70's as it became a College of Advanced Education, Bob Herriot retired and women
were admitted. The 6870 group financed the book production with sponsorship from CROP LANDS to
printit. There have been many favourable comments about the book as it has gradually circulated.

John Crosby the Patron of the Roseworthy Student Fund followed on from Mike about raising funds for
scholarships using the book. All the past students in attendance at the dinner received a free copy of
the book and were encouraged to make a donation to the Student Fund. It is intended that every
member of ROCA (about 1600) will also receive a book, the 6870 group will try to hand deliver as
many as possible and will post as a last resort as the postage rate on a hard back book is not cheap
and will eat into the scholarship drive. The aim of the Scholarship drive is an attempt to attract
talented students to study Agriculture as the present student numbers are in decline but will need to
build up to replace the aging agies and also meet the challenge of the impending food shortage in the
not too distant future.

www.adelaide.edu.au/roca/
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If any member would like a book they can contact David Spencer by email spencers@adam.com.au
who will put you in contact with somebody who can possibly deliver.

The 6870 group as other reunion groups before them made a weekend of it mostly centered around
the Adelaide Shores Caravan Park. The group initiated a few fun comps to make the reunion more
attractive, like The Masters Cup (Golf), Master of Darts and the Austin Gift (Bike against the Austin 7
over 400metres). There was a visit to RAC and a good look around the new Vet-mansion as well as
plenty of time for chin waging and reminiscing.

Multiple Golden Jubilee Celebrations for the Year of 61

The RAC class of 1961 celebrated their 50 years since graduation in style on the actual day of
graduation, March 10" 2011, the class first met in the University of Adelaide Archives to peruse their
personal files from College days. Some previously unknown and interesting snippets were discovered.
The photograph is of those attending this event.

The class with members, wives/partners coming from all states, then gathered at Ayers House for a
celebration dinner. Our Jubilee book was released and presentations given to all graduates. The
recovery BBQ was held at Henley Beach the following day.

Celebrations recommenced in October 2011 to coincide with the Annual ROCA Dinner and University
of Adelaide graduates Jubilee functions. Again all members (less two who had attended in March)
gathered in Adelaide from all states. A visit to the Roseworthy Campus took place on Thursday 20"

www.adelaide.edu.au/roca/
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when Professors Phil Hynd and Kym Abbott gave us an excellent insight into current activities and
future plans. On Friday 21®, the University Jubilee celebrations were attended. In the evening this
eminent group crashed in style the Annual ROCA Dinner at the Glenelg Golf Club.

The highlight for the reunion became the Saturday excursion to Mannum when the Paddle Steamer

the O6Mariondé was hired for the day. The cruise on the
the wines presented by our 3 wine maker members. The photo was taken after re-landing on shore.
r

Followingon from the year of 06616s regular reunions, the
2013.

Mark Seeliger

Evyre Peninsula Branch Elections

Dick Turnbull took the chair for the election of officers at the AGM held at Cleve in February 2012.

Position Nomination Nominated by  Seconded by
President B Ranford B Ashton J McFarlane
Secretary B Ashton B Ranford Fish
Treasurer T Ashman P Dunn J Shipard
EP Representative | M Wake J Shipard B Ranford
Committee F Cordon (past president)

P Shane

P Russell

M Stanley

S 06Brien

A Forrest

C James

(Jo Turner was nominated in her

absence but declined)

www.adelaide.edu.au/roca/
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Roseworthy Campus & Student Fund

2012 will be the best year yet for scholarships resulting from activities of the RC & SF Committee.
Seven awards are to be made;

Trevor Dillon Scholarship - $5,000

RC & FC - $1,750

Royal Ag. And Hort Foundation - $5,000

Agribusiness Leaders Scholarship for Excellence - $10,000

Lower Murray Lot Feeders Scholarship - $5,000

Viterra Award 1 2 @ $5,000

=4 =4 —a _a_a_2

The total value of all scholarships is $37,500. With approaches being made to other industry groups
we are hopeful that more awards can be made next year especially as R.O.C.A has approved
assisting students at Waite Campus who undertake appropriate rural courses.

We offer our congratulations to Maddie Jonas the recipient of the Royal Agricultural and Horticultural
Award and who graduated with a Degree in Agriculture and who was the top student and Gold Medal
winner for the year. Congratulations also to Andrew Hunt, the winner of a RC & FC who also has
graduated with a Degree in Agriculture. Both found employment immediately following their exams
and both have proved very worthy scholarship winners.

The Co-Patrons committee has enlisted four new members. Namely;

Locky McLaren i Former R.O.C.A President and also former Executive Director of Rural Solutions SA

Michael Farmiloi Pr i nci pal Wi nemaker Boarbés Rock Winery, Mc L ar
Graeme Pope T Leading identity within the pig industry

Stuart Matthews T Manager School of Agriculture Food and Wine at Adelaide University

We look forward to their involvement and ability to connect with groups and or individuals not known to
the present members.

Applications for new Scholarships indicate an ever increasing demand with interviews for the 2012
awards to be undertaken in the last 2 weeks of April or early May. Co-Patrons would like to have
sufficient funds to support other initiatives such as study tours for students and or staff or exchange
visits by highly qualified teaching staff.

Despite making significant headway it is disappointing that R.O.C.A members have not been as
supportive as we had expected hence the RC & FC can only offer $1,750 per year when other
scholarshi ps are worth much mor e; |l etés hope for a better

We welcome the appointment of Professor lain Reid as Executive Dean at the Roseworthy Campus.
Professor Reid addressed Co-Patrons at the 18" of April meeting and displayed a very real passion
for the future of Roseworthy Campus. Representative of the Co-Patrons committee met with the
retiring University Vice Chancellor to thank him for his major contribution to the re-immergence of the
Campus as a major force in rural education and to wish him well in retirement.

| thank sincerely all Co-Patrons for their efforts over the past year. | thank also Kelly Banwell and Paul
Finn for their very real contributions.

Ray Taylor
Chair Roseworthy Campus and Student Fund

Archiving

The regular Tuesday group of Old Scholars continues to archive Roseworthy College information. This
is undertaken under the supervision Tupp Carmody of the University of Adelaide Archives group.

The copying of 6The Student d ma gedeetronicdornfatrfoo entrytofitce f i r st
the web site is nearing completion. The 1897 to 1934 issues are already on the web and issues up to

1971 have been digitized. However the archives is missing copies of 1972, 1973 and 1984 to 1990

inclusive.

www.adelaide.edu.au/roca/
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It would be great to have all issues available on the web. Are there any ROCA member who are able
to arrange for the missing issues to be provided? These can be passed on to Committee members or
to the University of Adelaide Archives on North Terrace.

Some useful links to Roseworthy information are as follows:
1 The ROCA page is: http://www.adelaide.edu.au/roca/
1 The University Archives Page is: https://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/
1 The Roseworthy Agricultural College page is:
https://www.adelaide.edu.au/records/archives/roseworthy/
On this page are a number of links to:
Roseworthy Agricultural College Photographs & Images
Establishment of Roseworthy College including a copy of the Act - Parliamentary Library
Research, 1979
Naming of College Buildings and Roads and Walkways
"The Student" Magazine
Roseworthy Old Collegians Association (ROCA)
ROCA Award of Merit Medallists
Roseworthy Graduates 1886-2005

Mark Seeliger

ROCA Salutes the Archives Group

University Archives Volunteer Grouoseworthy Special Intest Group
Taken at end of year function 29 November 2011
L to R- Harris Nash, Andrew Brown, Wilf Bowen, Peter Fairbrother, Richard Thomas, Tupp Carmody (University Archives
Volunteer Group Coordinator), Richard Campbell, David Spencer, Mark Seeligé&ipvierg absent Denys Slee.

www.adelaide.edu.au/roca/
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Ray Taylor - ROCA Award of Merit 2011

Mr Raymond John Taylor (RDA 1952)

Following his graduation from Roseworthy
Agricultural College in 1952 with second class
honours, Ray Taylor had a distinguished career
in both the public and private sectors. He also
has been very active in services to the
Roseworthy cause and the broader community.

Ray joined the SA Department of Agriculture
after graduating from Roseworthy and following
short stints as a Field Officer and Project
Officer was promoted at age 23 to District
Agricultural Adviser based at Murray Bridge.
This was a multi-faceted role involving the
provision of advice to those associated with
both dryland and irrigated agriculture. He was
transferred in 1955 to Adelaide as Agricultural
Adviser for the Central District.

Six years later he moved from the public to the
private sector joining the newly-formed
Commonwealth Development Bank where he
assessed the economic viability of proposed
land development projects. During this period
Ray studied Valuation, a discipline integral to
the type of work he was undertaking.

In 1972 he formed his own company utilising his
agricultural and valuation knowledge to assist
clients such as the Primary Industry Bank of
Australia. His work took him to all States and the
Northern Territory, much of it centred on the
pastoral and viticultural industries. Ray also
became involved in assessment of
compensation claims by landowners whose
properties were compulsorily acquired or
affected by natural disasters such as bushfires.
Incorporated in this was his provision of expert
testimony to Courts. He contributed a number of
papers to conferences and directed the First
International Dryland Farming Conference
involving delegates from 42 countries held in
Adelaide in 1982. In 1994 he sold his interest in
the business to a partner.

Ray Taylor has spent many years promoting the
Roseworthy cause. He is an Honorary Life
Member of ROCA, a Member of the ROCA
Committee, a former College Council Member
from 1974 to 1986 during the formation years of
Roseworthy as a College of Advanced
Education; a former ROCA President and
Chairmanofthe Co-pat r ons 6thggr ou
Student and Campus Fund. He was inaugural
State President and subsequently Federal
President and Life Member of the former
Agricultural Technologists Association; an
Emeritus Member of the Australian Institute of
Agricultural Science and Technology, Fellow of
the Australian Property Institute and Fellow of
the Australian Institute of Company Directors. At
the general community level he has been a
member and president of the Oaklands Estate
Re s i d Assdciation and a member of the
Advisory Committee to the Patawalonga
Catchment Management Board.

www.adelaide.edu.au/roca/
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Call for ROCA Award of Merit Nominations for 2012

Nominations are now being invited for the 2012 ROCA Award of Merit, on the form enclosed with this
Digest. ROCA awards the medal to a ROCA member who has made a meritorious contribution to any

field of agricultural activity and/or ROCA community affairs. A Agr i cul t ur al

possible meaning and can include all aspects of animal, land and natural resource management.

All nominees must be ROCA members and nominations must be prepared and signed by two ROCA
members. Nominations must be made on the Nomination Form and must include the information

requested.

A

resume shoul d

be included, det ai

including details of major published papers, achievements, other qualifications, awards and honours
received, services to industry, community, government and ROCA focusing particularly on impact and

out comes.
be included.

Ref erences

from c

oll eagues familiar

Nominations, with the supporting information, must reach the ROCA Secretary by 30 July 2011.

Since 1961, fifty notable Old Collegians have been honoured by the Association. The Honour Board
detailing past recipients is in the foyer of the Main Building adjacent to the Dining Room at the
Roseworthy Campus. The Award of Merit is regarded as the highest honour ROCA can bestow on
one of its members. The quality of past ROCA Award of Merit recipients is illustrated by the following

list:

1961 Roland Hill OBE
1962 David Riceman
1963 Len Cook

1964 W J Dawkins

1965 Frank Pearson
1966 Sir Allan Callaghan
1967 Bob Herriot OBE
1968 Denis Muirhead
1969 Jack Reddin

1970 Ron Badman

1971 Prof Rex Butterfield
1972 Rex Krause

1973 Rex Kuchel

1974 Lex Walker

1975 Ken Pike

1976 Len Laffer

1977 Des Habel

1978 Henry Day AO

1979 Dr Mark Hutton
1980 Cliff Hooper

1981 Andrew Michelmore
1982 Milton Spurling
1983 Ralph Hewett Jones
1984 David Suter

1985 Hon Dr Bruce Eastick AM
1986 John Obst

1987 Robin Steed

1988 Reg French

1989 Ray Norton

1990 Tony Summers
1991 Scott Dolling

1992 Rex Anderson

1993 Bob Baker

1994 Brian Hannaford

1995 Grant Mayfield

1996 Bob Knappstein

1997 Jim Pocock

1998 lan Young

1999 Don Moyle

2000 Grant Paech

2001 Brian Jefferies AM
2002 Dr Graham Mitchell AO
2003 Philip Laffer

2004 John Vickery

2005 Ronald Mertin AM
2006 Brian Rex Wilson

2007 Kenneth Wilfred (Wilf) Bowen
2008 Philip John Young AM
2009 lan Hickinbotham OAM
2010 Arthur Ray Beckwith
2011 Raymond John Taylor

www.adelaide.edu.au/roca/
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Award of Merit

Nomination Form

Nominees Information:

Name:

Address:

Phone Number:

Period at Roseworthy:

Qualification Gained:

Proposed by: Seconded by:

Name: Name:

Address: Address:

Phone No: Phone No:

Period at Roseworthy: Period at Roseworthy:

Signature: Signature:

Please attach supporting data outlining the nomineeds career since | eaving R

papers, achievements, academic qualifications, awards & honours received and service to industry, community and ROCA.
Nominators and nominee must be current ROCA members.

Nominations should be sent to Roseworthy Old Collegians Association, P.O. Box 503, Kent Town SA 5071 and must be
received no later than 30" July 2012.

Rules governing the ROCA Award of Merit
1. ROCA shall periodically award a medal to a ROCA member who has made a meritorious contribution to any field of
agricultural activity and/or ROCA community affairs. For the
the widest possible meaning and will include all aspects of animal, land and natural resource management.
2. The award shall be considered annually and if, in the opinion of the Selection Committee, there is no candidate of
sufficient merit, no award shall be made.
3. All nominees must be ROCA members and nominations shall be prepared and signed by two ROCA members.
Nominations must be made on the Nomination Form and must include the information required thereon.
4 Nominations should be accompanied by a resume detailing the nor
also include details of major published papers, achievements, other qualifications, awards and honours received, and
details of services to industry, community, government and ROCA focusing particularly on impact and outcomes.
References from colleaguesf ami | i ar with the nomineeds career and achievement
5. Nominations with the supporting data must reach the ROCA Secretary by 30 July each year. The Executive of ROCA
shall review the nominations and has the right to reject any nomination deemed unsuitable before submitting the
nominations to the Selection Committee.
6. The Executive of ROCA may, at its discretion, include for consideration any candidates previously nominated.
7. The Selection Committee shall consist of five members, one from each of the following fields:
Primary production research and/or extension Public service Primary production
Agricultural related industry President of ROCA
8. The Executive of ROCA shall appoint to the Selection Committee such persons who are, in its opinion, of sufficient
standing and experience to be competent to assess the merits of candidates from any field of agricultural activity. The
Executive of ROCA will review membership of the Selection Committee each year.

9. The President of ROCA shall be the convener of the Selection Committee and shall have only a casting vote. Three
members of the Committee will constitute a quorum.

10. In the event that a member of the Executive of ROCA or the Selection Committee is nominated for the Award, that
person will stand down from all discussions and deliberations for that year.

11. The Selection Committee shall make its recommendation to the Executive of ROCA at least four weeks prior to the date
of presentation of the Award.

12. Members of the Executive of ROCA and the Selection Committee are required to hold the names of all nominees in strict
confidence.

www.adelaide.edu.au/roca/
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ROCA Digest i electronic and hard copies

The DIGEST willbe sent out in electronic form to more than 600 members who have agree
to receive the Digest by e-mail. These recipients will receivethe Al ong ver si
contain extra material and more pictures. This version will be posted on the ROCA website
which is located within the University of Adelaide website. www.adelaide.edu.au/roca/

Make sure your e-mail address is current to receive future ROCA Digests in their electronic
form. To do this you have two options:
1 Log in to Adelaide onLION to update your details yourself:
www.alumni.adelaide.edu.au/adelaideonlion.

Send an e-mail containing your full name, address and year of graduation to:
roca@alumni.adelaide.edu.au. (the Alumni automatically forward this onto our
President)

Not an Adelaide onLION member? You can request an account at:
www.adelaide.edu.au/alumni/requestanaccount/.

All members with e-mail addresses will receive their Digest and special occasional news
briefs by e-mail.

For those of you without e-mail addresses registered on our membership data base you will
automatically receive a hard copy of the ROCA DIGEST. Remember this will not contain the
extra material of the longer electronic version.

th ;
115" AGM Your 2011/2012 ROCA Committee Wil you bea
201 2 Reunion Dinner ROCA Committee
President: Dick Turnbull Member
. ) Vice President:  David Spencer for 201 2/13
Dondt miss another | scant
night. Bring your partner or Secretary: Tracy Parkes
guest Treasurer: Paul Mansfield
E.P. Rep: Mike Wake If you would like to join the
Friday 19th October, 201 2 Student Rep: vacant ROCA Committee during this
Committee: Dale Manson i s .
The Grange Golf Club Immediate Past President fascinating period of
White Sands Drive , S.A, 5040 lan Rice Roseworthy and H
Alan Richardson history, you can nominate
Mark Seeliger yourself.
David Spencer
Ray Taylor
Richard Inwood ROCA needs you
Public Officer: Dick Turnbull
Digest Co-ordinator:Locky McLaren

www.adelaide.edu.au/roca/
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ROCA EXTRA

There is more information for ROCA members receiving the electronic version by e-mail. You can
also visit our website www.adelaide.edu.au/roca

Roseworthy Agricultural College - Tales from the Honour Roll

John Tassie RDA (19031 1906)

3015 Private John Tassie jnr
Killed in Action 25™ April 1918, France.

John Tassiebds war was a short war. He a%Januaryed 6i n t h
1918 in the last year of the war, and was killed on 25" April, 111 days later and became one of the 41
Roseworthianswhogave t heir | ives in that great and terrible w

a term use for those who enlisted latter, by those who enlisted early, in a haze of patriotism, sense of

duty and a hunger for adventure. Perhaps many of those who did enlist early, later with the wisdom

of hindsight, wished they had given it a |ittle more
joining on 4" July 1916, at the age of 31 years, so he could not have thought all that deeply about it.

He was appointed to the 7" Reinforcement detachment for the South Australian 43" battalion, AIF.

He had come to Adelaide from his farm at Keith and recorded his address as 10 Seawall, Glenelg, his

parent sd home. Their home was an ¢éabh@lensld, ondgMoseleysi denc e
Square, where the Grand Hotel now stands. His father was the managing director of the Adelaide

branch of D &W Murray, a large British Importing & Exporting Company. He had purchased his son

John a farm at Keith, after he graduated from Roseworthy.

Johnds family came to Adelaide from Perth not |l ong be
(RAC) in 1903, aged 18. He had been student at Scotch College, Perth. It was there he gained the

four years cadet experience mentioned i n hi s attestation papers é the fo
to his personal details as part of his application to join the Australian Imperial Force (AIF). At

Roseworthy he appears to have been a quiefflhestudent, a

St u d e anhagazine produced and edited by the students detailing College life and events. In
those days there were only around 40 to 50 students at Roseworthy. The only committee he
appeared to have served on is the library committee. He was not on the sport committee or the dance
committee, and his name does not appear in any of the football, cricket or tennis team during the three
years he was there. At the Annual Sports and Dance Day in July 1905 he won the 220 yards flat race.
He did much better academically, coming second overall in his final year, also winning the Viticulture

www.adelaide.edu.au/roca/
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and Wine Making Prize that year and the Book-Keeping prize in his first year in 1903. In second year
he won the prize for outside work. Not bad for a city boy!

Thefamil y call ed him Jack and his mother's |l etters are a
John Tassie jnr and his father was known as John Tassie snr. It was, and still is a family tradition to

name one of the sons John. His nephew, (another) John Tassie says the family knows very little

about Jackés Il ife other than that his father purchase
Roseworthy. In those days Keith was real frontier country, but they did at least have the Adelaide

Melbourne railway line.

Upon enlisting in July 1916 Jack was marched into Mitcham army camp, which was the main AlF

training establishment in South Australia from July 1915 to 1920. The suburb of Colonel Light

Gardens is now located ontheoldc ampds si t e. His army records show
of Sergeant after attending an NCO course and the camp commandant noted on his certificate
iRecommended to attend an Officer Training @bur seo.
Trench Warfare and Grenade use and was promoted to Sergeant. Very few details are known of his

time at the Mitcham camp, only that he stayed there for almost a year. He did not go on to officer

training but probably became an instructor. No doubt his RDA, his general knowledge and leadership

abilities persuaded the army to keep him back for this important role. Finally he embarked for

overseas service on 26" June 1917, on the HMAT (A30) Borda and arrived in Plymouth on 25"

August 1917.
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