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Summary of Thesis

This thesÍs looks at peasant income accruing to Chincsc agrarian

households frorÀ all sources, in order to evaluate the importance of

private sector income.

Income derived from the collective ln whlch Chinese peasants work,

is divided into payment in cash, payment in kind and collective

sr¡bsidies. An attempt is made in the thesis to estimate how much of

total income can be attributed to each category

Income from private sources is also considered from all known sources,

including income from private plots, which also takes into consideration

the contribution made through own-consumption by the householders on farms.

Family sr:-bsidiary activities are discussed, particularly the contribution

made through rearing and selling pigs and other domestic animals.

Rura1 fairs are seen as the vehicle through which privately raised.

produce and animals, as well as other goods such as handicrafts are sold,

and revenue derived. Their history is briefly reviewed, and the important

role they have played in Chinese rural life is confirmed. There is a

short discussion of price determination; also current official attitudes

to fairs, both in theory and practice, are considered.

In the final chapter there is an endeavour to bring together the

various strands, in a discussion of what implications arise generally

that need to be considered, ín evaluating the functioning of the private

sector in a socialist economy.
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This thesis contains no material which has been

accepted for the award of any other degree or

diploma in any other University. To the best

of my knowledge and belief, the thesis contains

no material previously published or written by

any other person, except where due reference

is made in the text of the thesis.
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Abbreviations

Beijinq Review (formerl v Peking Review)

Chinese Communist Party

China Reconstructs

Far Eastern Economic Review

Peking Review

People I s Repr:.blic of China

Survey of China Mainland press

Summary of Vtorld Broadcasts (British Broadcasting

Corporation) Pt. 3 The Far East




