
ß',.VK

LENINIS THEORY OF IMPERIALISM

AND THE INTERNATIONALISATION OF CAPITAL

Ann Game, B.A. (.1¿er.)

A ttresis subnritt ed in canclidature
for ttre degree of Master of Arts
in ti'e Department of PoÌitics

Universi-ty of Adelaide

¡
1

October t977



{'

ACKN OI,TTLEDGEMENTS

I strould like to thank my supervisors - Professor

Graeme Duncan, and Mr. Paul Nursey'Brayi and the following

people for their hetp and advice at various stages:

Pam Connell, Liz Jackar ând Rosemary Pringle'

A.G.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

INTRODUCÎION

C}IAPTER I

LENIN' S THDORY OF IMPERIALISM tg

CHAPTDR II

TFIE NATIONAL QUBSTI ON IN THE DRA OF IÞIPERIALISM 6Z

CHAPTER III

LENINI S MODERN CRITICS: NEO-MARXIST
TIIEORIES OP CONI'trMPORARY CAP]T¿\LI SM 99

C¡IAPTDR IV

1

THE INTERNATIONALISATION OF CAPITAL

CFIAPTER V

THE ROLE OF TFIE STATÐ IN T.NTERNATIONAL
RELAl'IOItrS

CI{APTÐR VI

CONCLUSION: CONTRAD ICTIONS BDTI,íEEN THE
NATIONAL AND INT'trRNATIONAL DII{ENS:tON,S
OF CAP]-TAL]SM

ß4

764

'r90

BIBLIOGRAPFIY 275



ABSTRACT

since the second l{orld war ttrere have been dramatic

changes in the world. capitalist system, the most strihing

of wtrich is the growth of multinational corporations. The

starting point of this thesis l.as been the cortceptual

clifficulties confronting Marxists in their attempts to

arralyse these corporations. The particular area of concern

is that of the political effects of tkre economic expansion

of capitalism beyond national boundaries. The forn that

this expansion is currently talsing has given rise to bhe

view that the continrrecl existence of the basic units of

the int ernational syst em, natiorr stat es , j- s now b eing

calted into rluestion. Such an otrservation tras led Marxists

to revise substantiatly ttre trad:ltional Marxist theory of

imp erialism, natnely .' that produc ed by Lenirr' Impli c:lt in

these rewisions is the assumption that capitalism has

ctranged so fundam,enta1ty that the laws of motion identified

by Marxr and analysed by Lenin a'b the beginning of the

trsentiettr century I lo longer operate. This assumlJtion is

ctrallenged, and it is argued. that a change in the fq¡m that

these laws take is mistaken for a ctrange in content'

Theor.e-bical impasses to be found in ttre rvorlc on inter-

imperialist relations are a conseqttence of the abandontnent

of class categories basic to Marxj-sm.



Leninr s theory of imperial-ism is considered in some

detail, not only because it has been taken as the classic

Marxist work, but because there is a rernarkable simiJ-arity

between debates over the nature of interimperialist

relations at the time he wrote, arrd current debates. ltltrat

distinguishes Leninr s theory from those of his contemporaries

is the concept of imperialism as a stage of capitalist

development. Ttre conceptualisation of the ref ation between

economic and poJ-itj.cal processes involwed in ttris, enables

him to avoid a mechanistic approach to the relation between

the nationa-l and international dimensions of ttre c]-ass

struggle. By looking at. responses to the national question

taken by various sections of the international- working

class nlovement at the time of World ltar I it is possible

to draw out the connection between theories of imperialisnr

and understandings of the role of ttre s'bate and ttre nature

of political power.

The second ha]-f of the thesis focuses ort the same

issues today. It is argued that only by empJ-oying Leninis'b

theoretical and methodologica]- assumptions is it possible

to determine what the appearance of multinationa-ì- corpora-

tions threatening tkre nation state rep.resents, j.n terrns of

the changing structure of the capitalist class todayr ârrd

the effect this Ïras on tl-e state. The conc1usion drawn is

tha'b although these stmctures have indeed changed

dramatically since Lenj-nrs time, the class struggle is stiJ.J-

in form a na'tional sbrug.gle, as the poJ-itical interests of

international capital are or-ganized in the national state.



This thesis is mY own work.

It has never been submit'bed elsewhere'

Ann Game
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