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iii.

SUMMARY

Taking the word "culture" to zrefer to the complex of
inteliectuzl and ertistic activities, this thesis sets out to
examine whetlher such z2ctivities were transplanted irom Britain
tc Adelaide in ths first tweniyone years of settiement, how
they were transplanted, =2nd how far that transplantation succeeded.

To do this, the thesis considers the colonists deiiberate
» attempts to provide for the trznsplantation «f c¢uliture, and the
succass with which they estabiishied the sducational system and
media of contact necessary for its preservation. It then
goes on to describe the activities which made up the colonists'
culturzsi iife. Their import and producticn ¢f Looks, periodicals
and newspavers, their crestive and apprecistive participation
in inteliectual thought, imaginative writing, painting, music
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and the thesatre, are described 2nd evaluated, from both

point of view of continued invoivement with thé culture of
ﬁritain, and of response to the chalienges and inspiratiouns
of the colonial environment.

It is concluded that, although esariy Adelaide groduced
no significant creative artists or thinkers, cuiture was
indeed transpianted to coionial South Australis, since Adelaide
pefore 1557 inciuded a wide community of people who continued
an active invoivement with the culture of nineteenth century
Sritain, and some who made some first significant responses to
the coloniai environmment. It is insisted, morsover, that such
a mainly spectator invoivement is 2 worthy indication of
continuing cuiturai life, despite its obviais inferiority to the
front rank 0i creative activity; and that the culture of
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coioniai Adeiaide was probably as active as that of the smaller



British provincial towns, to which it is more sensibly compared
than to the vast cultural communities of iondon, or of Eritain

as a2 whole.

et

t is further contended that the successes 2ni inade-
quacies ¢f continuing culture. iife in garly ‘'delside were
primarily determined more by the forces of size snd interest
deciding which men oi what interest and abiiity, wouid settle
in fAdeliaide before 1&57, than by the colonists® sttempts ot
deiiwverate transplaniation, or by the practicai and material
pressures of coioniali life. 4Above all, they were determined
by the powerifully continuing infiuence o0f culture itseif,

once it has been established in the lives of individuals.



STATEMENT

This thesis containsg no materiai which has been
sccepted for the sward of any other degree or diploma in
any University. 7o the best oi my xnowliedge, it contains
no materisl previgusiy published or written by anotier person,

except whean due reierence is made in the text oi {he thesis.

JANET K. COOPER
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