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REFACE.

In the early 1860's there was a separation movement in the
Riverina, centred on Deniliquin. Ostensibly its supporters were object-
ing to belng poorly governed from Sydney, and to a capital with which
they had almost no commercial or cultural connection. Ostensibly, too,
it was a movement of the whole district, with one ultimate aim -
Separation, whether by Independence or Annexation to Victoria, so long
88 certain specified grievances were redressed. On the surface, therefor
the causes of the movement seemed simple, and very similar to the alleged
causes of other separation movements.

In actual fact, though, it was primarily a movement of squatters
concerned with the security of their political and economic position unde:
the Electoral Reform Act of 1853, Separation of itself did not interest
them, provided their interests were secure. Other classes in the Denili-

~qQuin district, who did want certain grievances redressed, gave their
Support until they realized theirs and the squatters! interests were not
the same., From the beginning, then, the Riverina Association was not
united in its aims, for it triig to combine the different interests of
the classes; not only were there divisions between the classes, but even
amongst the squatters.

The movement, founded on the aspirations of a class, died when
that class achieved its aims. Contrary to expectations, under the Robert-
son Land Acts, passed by a democratically elected Parliament in 1861, the
Bquatters achieved the security they had hoped to gain by separation.

The movement was one of conservatism - a propertied class triing to retain
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its economic, political and social position, and it was abandoned when
that class found security.

I have attempted to show how the squatters' background in
England, with its attendant feeling of insecurity, and their attitude
to economic interests, ultimately determined their political actions.,

My chief sources of reference have been the Fastoral Times, established

in Deniliquin in 1859, N.5.W. Parliamentary Votes and troceedings of
the period, and primary and secondary material, much of which was
found in the Mitchell Library in Sydney.

1 acknowledge the help of the librarians of the Mitchell

Library; hir. Bushby of the Pastoral Times for making the files avail-

able to me; and Mrs. Oilk, librarian of the Deniliquin Historical

Society, for helping with research,



