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Prefnce

This is not a comprchensive history of a place, » time, or a
nerson. It is en attempt to see whet hapnened when a medium sized
settlement wns established at a place reasconably remote from the
main centre of the Colony. In this perticular case, there was a
nevly estehlished copner mine te attract other than the agriculturelists
and graziers who migrht normally hove heen expected to predominste.

*n interaction of mining and other primary preducing interests might
be exnected; eand in this thesis there is an attempt to find if this
WNS SO0.

An annlogy might be drawn betwecen the copper mines at Kepunda
*nd the historical resenrcher. On the surfnace there was, iritially,
hiph orade ore. Hining w~s easy. Naturally, the rrecess of winning
deener ores was mor~ cestly, and ns it bapnened, the cvelity of the ore
deteriorated. On re-working the mines, it wne found that the auality
of the ore wes much lower than bae heen nredicted, and much dross and
vselesas meterierl hed te he removed before peynhle ore was available.
90 it is fer the bistorien. Initial yields are high, and digging is
rervired to get encugh material to male operation worthwhile, if he
requires more than ¢nn be ecasily wor from the surface. This is
norrel. But. more intensive working reveals useless — unrelinble -
materiel by the ton. In this distriect, vhere families can show
settlement for about a hundred years, Jemeuds have arisen. Mostly,
these lepgends are very crmfortabhle ard eesily mccentable. No-one has
had cause to douht them, andthey have gained credence by publication
in some newspaper. This has had a twofold effect; firstly, they
terd to authenticate that legend to the researcher; and, secendly,
it tends to pernetuate the story in a district where rewsparers,
especially in m>tters of history, arc often reparded as having the
infellibility of Holy Writ. "Vox", of "The Advertiser", has recorded
much interesting folk—=lore of the district. It is doubtful whether
he hes recerded as much histery.

fne instance — not pointed at "Vox" - illustrates this. It is
commonly assumed in the district that the mines closed hecause
suiteble pumpine machinery could not be hought by the virtually
bankrupt operators to enable working of the rich lode — whose
concentration increased with denth — which was below water level.
In fact, the mine was worked out. There were no indicetions that
there wes rich ore 2t denth. And the cermeny concerned, was not
interested to buy machinery anyvay. This other may hnve been o
story advanced by the compeny to explain the closing dewn of operations,



an?d it prohebhly was: a nlethore of ruwours circulated at the time of
the close—-dnvn. Rut informntion as to the final <tnte of affairs
ves anite easily obtaineble; no-cne has hothered to lock for it.

These are scurce Aifficrlties vhich nearly all historians must
comtend with. But they seem to be exeggerated in this case, snd I
hrye spept much more time in leying phosts durinsy the rreparation of
this theesis thor T had snticiprted.

A preface c1lows 2n ruthor to acknewledge the asgistonce of
nthers in his nreparation. In this thesis I have been mruch helped
by the assistence of the Staff of the South Australian Archives,
from whorme files all nf the early photogrephs come: by theClerks
of the Town and District Councils, by the ministers of the various
Churches in the town, by the Constahle—in-Charge of the Police Station,
and by local residents; all of these heve made records in their
possesgion freely availahle to me.

The analogy drawn between copper mining and the town's history

i® not ouite completo. ftenloricel Surveys hrve indicated that there
are possihly lodes vhich h~ve nnt heen encountered in previous
operations waiting to bhe discovered. This thesig may show that there

is still much more valuable historical material availabhle in the town
and district, which corld be very rewarding to a patient researcher.



Abbreviations

S.ALA. South Australian Archives
"Star® "The Northern Star"

"Herald"” "The Kapunda Herald"

"Ohserver" "The Adelaide (hserver"
"Advertiser" "The Advertiser"

"Register" "The South Australisn Register"

Reference to South Australian Archives materiel is given according to
its catalogued number in the Archives, followed by its date (where
applicable). For instance A485/1845 refers to document no. 485 in
the Colonial Secretary's Office incoming file for 1845,




Chapter I

The Peginnings of Tovn and Diatrict

The aboriginals of Mid-Northern South Australia had a plece-nrme
which sounded like "Cappie-oonda", which means "rock weater"; or so it
is helieved, for it wne not until those in that district were virtuelly
extinct that any study ves made of them or their place-names. Near
here, in 1838, Francis Hanshorough Dutton was granted a pastors] lease
over an area of about a hundred souvare miles; on this lease he
settled the sheep which he had overlanded from New South Wales in the
Same year. Within two years Captain Charles Hervey Bagot hn? settled
on another lease - not cnite as large - about twelve miles to the
south. Nutton's run was named Anlaby; Bagot's, Koonunca.

The 1anAd on which they hed settled was good for grazing, although
poor for growing cereal crops - mainly because the rainfall is lov,
and there is exnecctancy that one year in five will be drought. The
country is, generally, unduleting: it is part of a ridge of hills
vhich run nerth-south, end toward the south divide to form the PBarossa
Valley. Ahout ten miles to the west, and four to the east, the hills
descend to the northern Adelaide plains and the Murray flats respectively.
A few small rivers — the Iight, Gilbert, nnd Para - have their
headwaters nround Anlaby and Xoonunpga; their extensive catchment areas
mern that streams which barely flow in the summer can essume the size of
the River Murray for s few days in winter, ouite effectively blocking
cormunications. The whole of the area was liphtly timbered, mainly
with a low peppermint scrub. Fcologically, the area was well

populated with netive fauna; Kangaroo, Fmu ancd Wombat remains may
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still be founA at times, but there is no record of any of these
three animols reaching plagne proportions, as did the rahbit.

The records of Anlahy ~nd Koonunga are mnstly in the hands of th
Mutton snd Bagot families, who do not make them available for general
perusal. Those whick we do have are mainly from contemporary reports
and official documents.

In 1840, F.H. Tutton had Anlaby well estabh)ished, with A,
Buchanan as resident manager, thus freeing him and his hrother
Francis Stacker Dutton, who had settled on the property in 1839,
to take a more active part in the affairs of the Colony. A fairly
close alliance grew up hetween Bagnt and Muttons. All had to
move about the Colony; for Bagot had interests at Allen's Creek,
et the head of the River Light (to the north of Anlahy, and at
Dry Creekl whilst ™Muttons had extensive investments hoth in and
out of the Colony, which necessitated treir presence in Adelaide.

At one stape an apreement was reached whefeby Bagot husbanded

14,000 of Duttons' sheep for terms of half the wool and one third

of the natural increas92 an agreement which obviously called for

trust on each side. Not only that, but it nrovided a very convenient
way of fooling officialdom; Rohert Gouger once compleained to the
Coloninl Secretary that he found it almost impossible to estimate the
size of cach man's flock for purposes of tribute.

When the two stations were reasonahly well established, in 1849
tvo men acting independently, made their preat discovery — copner ore.
One of these men wes Frencis Stacker Dutton; and Bagot's son was the
other. Dutton described the discovery in bis book on "South
Australia and its mines" thus:

"It was discovered in the latter port of 1842, by the youngest
son of Coptain Bagot, whilst gathering some wild flowers in the
plain, and shortly afterwards by myself, not far from the same

e



spot, but on a rise or hillock, to the top af which T had
ridden in order to obhtnin © view of the surrounding country;
one of our flocks of sheep having heen disporsed Adurine a
thunderstorm, and I being in fearch of them, After bheing
out neerrly the whole day in Arenching rain <nd benumbed with
cold, T ascended this little hill, prior to returning home,
for one last survey of the surrounding countrys; the very
spot T pulled the horse up at, was beside a large protruding
mass of clay slate, strongly tinged »ni imrreonated with Freen
carbonate of copner, My first impression was that the rock
was covered ~ith a beautiful green moss, but, on setting off
the horse, T nuickly found, hy breaking off a piece from it,
that the tinge wns as hright in the fracture n= on the surfeace.
My acouaintance with mineralory was not sufficient to enable
me to pronounce on the nrecice charscter of the rock, hut T
had little doubt it was tinged with copper, from the close
resemblance of the colour to verdigois...

To Captain Bapot, with whom I hnd long been on intimate
terms, T confided my discovery, when he alsc produced a
similar specimen which was found by his son, and on a suhsenuent
visit to the plice ve found that the two spots were within
close proximity of each other, althoush, at first, from the one
being on a hill ard the other in the plain, we thought they
were two di“ferent nlaces. To make a long story short, we
soon ascertained that the specimens were undoubtedly copper
ores; the discovery wns %ent of course secret; we got 80
acres surveyed, all the forms as laid down hy the o014 land-
sales repulations were complied with; the section was
advertised for a whole month in the Government Gazette, and we
hecame the purchesers of it nt the fixed Government price for
waste lands of £1 per acre. At that time there were still a
number of "eighty-acre land orders" unexercised in the colony,
any one of which mizsht heve claimed this section; nor could
we attempt to buy one of them, without running the risk of
exciting attention, and we therefore preferred quietly waiting
for the expiration of the usual time recuired, and then tendering
the money, trusting to the general depression of the times,
that no one would feel inclined just then to become possessed
of any more land, in which we were not mistaken™,

The ore was easy to winj; initially, it had only to be shovelled
into drays from the surface. A trial shipment was bagged, and sent
to Swansea, where it realized a very good price. This was partly
because of the high nercentapge of carbonates and relatively little

sulphide in the ore (carhonates are easily decomposed for smelting,

3.



as are sulphides; but sulphides form corrozive rases which destroy
retorts) and partly because of the ahsence of other metallic impurities
(Kbpunda ores have slways had a low bismuth content; and it is very
difficult to remove bismuth from copper, hecauze of chemical similarity).
Plans were made to work the denosits; and F.S. Dutton and Bagot
(who had hought the land sround their discovery by selection, at the
upset price of £1 per acre hy suppressing the news of the find) engaged
two Cornish miners to commence nperations.4 Very soon they were
nroducing sizabhle cuentities of high-grade ore for shipment tn the
Thelish markets, and the mine was developed. Some of this development
WAS mnecessary, since water had heen struck at the 15-fathom level in
the mine durine 1845; a horse~whim had heen erected to keep it down.
The two miners who commenced the real working of the mine settled
the nucleus of the township tat was to be known ns Kapunda. A
township had been surveyed ahout a mile from the future mine site
in Octoher 1841 by Corporal Ide and Private William Smith of the
Royal Saprers and Miners. With patriotic zeal it was named
Victoria. The natural tendency of the miners was to settle as
close as they could to the mine workings, so that in time the
hillsides around the workinps hecame quite thickly studded with
wattle-and-daub huts - later to be replaced by more substantial
stone huts, often whitewashed and almost invariably thatched with
the broom or brush ~ known locally as ti~tree — to he found in the
nearby bed of the River Light. Victoria was abandoned, never to be
huilt upon, although for some time the tovn was occasionally referred
to as "Knpunda and Victoria".
Every report which appears of the mine and township was
favourahle. For instance, the "Southern Australian" had first

described the mine thus:



"Messrs. Bapot and Dutton's copper lode is siturted
on a gentle rise of the eountry in the County of light.
There are at present emnloved two Cornish mincrs and ehout

half a dozen other workmen. The lode is not less than
four feet thick. The miners have sunk a perpendicular
shaft about eirht feet and have raiced, already, ten tons
of ore{nd

The reporter continned to prophesy that ores of 70% value might soon
be expected; in mwore sober vein, but language as emphatic, he
applauded the sending of 15 tons of ore to Swansea, and was positively
jubilant abheut the prospeect of 500 tn 1,070 tons which the proprietors
hoped to send the next year. He did not mention the low freicht rates
which made this possible, the ore heing used es hallast in homeward
hound ships.

The advent of water in the wine was not altogether a setbacks
in 1844 it was turned to use to wash the low grade 0res.6 The
system used was simple; outflowing water ran down a flume into
which ore mixed with mullock was shovelled, agitation cause the
detritus to be carrisd avay, and ore tell to the bottom. This ore
was picked out by a team of young hoys, who crushed it with flat
mallets, and after allowing it to dry in the sun, hasged the
concentrate in hundredweight lots in canvas sacks for cartage to
Port Adelaide.7

Often the ore raised was of such high quality that it did not
require a flux during smelting; another factor which helped to
meintain its price abroad.8 By November of 1844, £7,7%0 worth of
ore had bheen won.g It was the hirh grade of the ore, conpled with
n threatened rise in the cost of freisht to ¥nglend, end the
difficulties of transportation to the ship over bad roads, which led
to the erection of a smelting plant at the mine. In Aurust 1845
it wos reported thet the owners of the mine had imported firsbricks,
and were awaiting the rrrivel of immigrant smelters some two months

leter.lo But it wrs not until 1852 that the company was exporting a

reculus of semi-refined copper;ll the addition of more machinery



enebled them to nrodince » fairly highly refined metal.

Muring this enrly period the ovners hed foun? aquick and ensy
profits. Dickinson cives an estimrte of the nrofit availnhles
the cost of mining he estimetes ot 50s. te 60s. per ton, the shipping
charge vas 5s. per ton, anAd the freicht veried hetween 10 to 15
shillings per ton (when cearried as ballast) and 60s. per ton (as
caroo). This would annroximnte to an nveracre of £7 to £8 per ton
in cost; leaving a nrofit of £10 to £20 per ton, according to the
grade of ore.

In 1846 Frencis Stncker Dutton, while Agent—Genersl for the
Colony ir London, sold & cuarter share in the mine for £16,000 for
which he had paid sapproximately £80 initially, and so left the
oomprny.lg *hile Tutton was sbsent, copper fever had become remmant.
This vas due in some mensure to the hook which he had written,
end published in London - aund which had helped him sell his shrre in
the mine.

Tn 1845 it was renuested of the Colonial Secretary that =
srncial surver he mrde of 2,000 acres of land arouvnd the mine. Thie
reouest was refused, and instead the 1ond was divided into more
reculsr sectionsg, apnroyimating 80 ncres each.13 This land was
advertised for sale hy auction; there wes no li%elihood thrt
Crptrin Bagot or ¥r. Mutton ceuld huvy this in the seme way a< they
had the original sections. Let Bagot deccribe events surrounding
the sale of June T1Rth, 1846:

"On reaching home (?rom a trio to deney) I found
a cood depl of excitewont ~hovt sale of 1and surrounding
the Kapunda Mine, which wes te take nlace in a few days.
It wrs sn object with me to secure some of the sectinns
immedintely edjoining those we alreedy possessed, hut I
found a company had been formed with a laree crpital,
determined to purckese at ~ny price in the helief thot
a1l the country wrs full of copnper. I tried to compromise
with them for certsin sections and thourht they had
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consented to do =0 but when the =rle at ruvetion beorn,
they hroke fiith rnd #n evcited competition was carried
on by them with » degree of rectleoasness thrt ended in
their snending three or four end twenty thousand nounds
which micht hove heen avoided hy vielding a little to
me rnd ~c hes zinee beor nroved they Aid pot ohtrin »
norticle of eonpor,nld

From the reecnreé of the sale apnenring in the "Southern Australisn®
of the neyt dry it seems thrt the nrinciple onponent of the Grend
Junetion Comneny wns Beoot, ond it wn~ thousht thet he crome very cloce
to brineing wisfortune »m hir~ own head. A tabhle is anvended
(Apnendix I) showing the prices paid for ¥=nA at the sale. The first
lot offered, Yection 1400 of 80 ncres, went to Messrs. Anstey,
Collier, Stocks »nd Todd (The Grend Junction Comnany) for £7,100;3
the nrice of £00 an acre hrs never since been renlized for lend in
Kapunde outside the town area. In n11, this syndicate bought
nineteen sections, totalling 1,610 ~cres, for £20,718. Captain
Bnpot hed to he content with eioht sections totalling 867 acres,
for vhich he bid » totel of £6,358 1s. 0d. One other man, Jomes
Chambers, ohtained a section of 100 ncres for £3,005.15

There were doubts whether the Coloninl Fconomy could withstand
such transactions; » condition of sesle was that nayment had to be
made in cach, snd it secred that Colnninl liouidity micht not allow
of this being done.16 But Bagot never completed his purchase.

"The Register" of July 15, 1846 reports nayment as having been
effected hy all parties — with this footnote ot the bottom of the
column :

"Since the above was in type, we have ascertained
this smount was not n~id in, Coptein Bagot having forfeited
his Adenosits on his purchases.  He, hovever, is the only
defaulter."

Although on the face of it, this seems to he a story of a man -
Bagnt - losing bhis hend in the excitement of the woment, and

Subseruently regretting a hasty action, might there not be another

explanation?




The mep ot Appendix IT (of the sections), vieved with that nt
Avpendix III (of the mine) shows that Bagot succeeded in ohtaining
|fome very promising nieces of land. Since, in fact, he did nnt
forfeit all of his nurchases (see note on Apnendix I); and since
Chembers was a shercholder ir e corpany with Bagot,17 it would seem
that many of the importsnt sectinns were in fact nrocured by the
syndicrnte ownine the mine, Several other uncharitable - though
tenable - propositions also present themselves. Firstly, Bagot
would heve a good idea, by virtue of the exnloration rTready crrried’
out at the mines where new lodes micht he exnected; he would
have a better idea than mnst of which cections might be more
valuable. “econdly, by "runring up the price" prid by the Grand
Junction Company, who had extreme difficulty in securing capital,l8
he would have ensured thot they hed Tittle chdnce, because of this
Lac™ of cnpiterl, of undertakins extensive exploration works, which,
if they were successful, might nrejudice the operation of his own
venture. Thirdly, by paying €635 16<. 1d. he could be certain that,
as ong as the then onernstive system of land sales was in force,
that lond could not he selected »t a price Jower than thot hid at
the ruction — in effect he hnAd o lien, peorhaps rather temporary, over
anite » Jot of notertially volurhle land around his property.

But prices countinuerd t~ he inflated. In Aucust 1847 it was
reported thet 9/90ths of the Kapunda mine hn? heen sold to an
"nelish company for €97,000, (At the same time 3t wes reported
thet the charec of the Greand Junction Company, who h~d foiled to
find a lode ~f any size were ot a discrunt of 50%)-]9 At the
Same time, wild rumours yere flyive:

"Tt is said thet the ¥nolish nurchnzer of Mr, Dutton's
share have offered the Honnurnhle Cant=in Racot £180,000
for his interest in the Kapunda Mine which has nreved so
prolific of wealth. Mtorsether, this is pretty well for en
80 acre section vhich eonst oririnally eigkty nounds.n20




During this time develonment «f the mine cortinuned pntil
shent, 1847, when output bernn te f211 — the horse—whim was nnt
cepable of handling the wrter erncruntered, But even this short
life had chown thet the wine had rromica, os evidemee? hy ¥.9.
Putton's sell¥ng a cunrter share of it for £16,000 ip London.
There wes apparently no hesitertion on the part of the proprietors,
for they spent £30,000 in 1847 to eouip the workings with a
second-hend condensing engine and vumn vwhich hed been bourht in
anlnnd.g]

With the eid of this nump the wine would he decpened.
Arriving on 20 October 1847, the machinery went into action in
July of 1848, purping at the rate »f 00 callons per minute, or
130,100 gallons per day.09 The Commissioner of Crown Lands
(J.w, ¥cDonnld) had reported of a visit to the mines

"Of the Karundn Mine we could see hut little
on nrccount of the voter which almost entirely fills
it."22%

Within two months the nrime ore hody - the "Chamrpion Lode" - had
heen discovered, and was onened up an the 15 fathom ]evel.23 The
lode was ahout four feet wide, vith # rich vein of nre 1'9" to
2'4" wide runrines threugh it.”? Within deys the mine was being
advertired as heing opened for tribute and tutwerk; pitches were
& on Septemher 30th and Cctober 98th, "so arrernged that a miner
mey expect to earn 30s. » week from his labours."%

And the miners came. Within three years the output of the
Tine vwas nuadrupl ed through their efforts. Soon it was realised
that the machinery which had been installed was net hervy encugh;
although by 1850 the avernge yield of nre had incressed tr 170
tons per month, it wns held at ahout thnt figure hy the capacity
of the pumns. Q0 a lJarger engine rnd pump was installed; its
capacity was 340,000 ¢allons per day.26 The combined efforts

enabled the mine to he deenened to 60 fethoms (360 feet) in the



10,

next ten years. Thi= pump wes pocitioned ov-r the "Auhl Shaft" -
which i~ wnr%ed on the sccowpanying nlen. In 1851, production
of ore was nearly 13,6000 tons.07 It mieht hrve continued nt that
level hnd not the Victorinn pold ruches occurred. The mine #nd the
towvn were semi-denuded of workere rnd ponulétion.QS With greant
difiicvlty, four miners were nersurded teo stnv on to maintain the
puvming plent and keen the wine dry;gg nroduction for that yerr
rnd the next must have consisted lorpely of ore at grese,

A phase in the AsvoJopment »f the mines nn? +he tovn heod

Naared.
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Chapter 11

Consolidntion

Kapund~ in 1855 presented muck the picture of change vhic» it
would for the neyt trentr venr=. Miners were returning frem the oold
fields;  twn years hence nroduction of ora would he ten times that
of two yenrs previously.

The moin lode hed been frirly well uncovered, end vas being
worked throush Dutton Sheft, Ragot Shaft, Main Shaft, Harris Shaft,
Buhl Shafts, and Charlotte Shaft. Besides the mein lode, Dutton
To d, Charlotte lode, Truscott 1nde, Tratton lode ond Magnor lode
were open for working, These lodes were heing worked hy the original
Company - or its lineal descendent from the transactions of the '40'g.
Additionally, there had been an attempt by the Grand Junction
Company, refnrmed as the North Kanundn Mining Company tq find a vrofit-
able lode on their 1,610 acres. McDonald, the Commissioner of Crown
Lands, after éommenting thnt they were working in country which was
apparently ouite different, srid of their mine:

"There is no ore visibhle ¢t the mine, end only two or
three men are employed, several pits and shafts have been
sunk and levels have been driven to a considerable extent,
but without cutting any lode or discovering eny very
encouraging symptoms."

There was only one company producing ore until 1864; the Kepunda
Mining Company, registered under that name in London in 1857,

1857 was also the year of peak production - 4,013 tcns of ore.

The nominal capital of the company was £78,0005; bhut of this only
£5,999 was cnlled up.9 Subsecruently, 10,000 unissued shares were

Ccancelled. All 68,000 uncalled shares were held by the persons who
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had previously bad interests in the miney they now had nrotection
in that their personal liability was limited. Attempts by another
company to enter the area hnd been repulsed successfully.

It is from this dnte that records of the value of production
were %ept. From 1843 to 1857, 4,682 tons of copper were won;
this should have realised about £320,000 - £3R80,000. The "new"
company continued to develop the mines; bhut returns were diminishing,
or, at least, not increasing after 1860. Appendix IV shows the
value of‘copner production per yerr at Kapunda, and the Gross
weipht of nre raised ner year at Kanunda. This was because the
costs of the mine increcsed as it deenened, there being increased
problems of water clearance with the larcer areas of stope; and the
"eyes™ (or rich pockets of nre) were heginning to be nicked out.

o;
Besides this, in 1863 the nrice of conner begon to fal];”g

and
Profits were not assisted by the high cost of local smelting. In
1862 it cost the Kapunda Company nearly £80 a ton to produce 1864 tons
of refined copper.3 It was at this time thst the "Fast Knpunda" and
"South Kapunda" mines were opened. Operated by the same company,
they were an éttempt to recapture the ensy conditions of the previous
decade.

During 1863 n peak of production was reached; hoth output and
return declined thereafter. During 1865 ¢ private company, with
Sir Cherles Tennant as Chrirmon, was formed to work the mines.

This company leansed the workings for 1/18 of the value of refined

Copper preduced, with a gusrantee to psy no less than £4,000 per

Year, They held an option to bhuy the mine within 5 years for
£10°,000.4 Opernrtions were commenced in 1866. In that yerr -
"mAd for the next three yonrs — lesg ore was raised from the mine

- 3
than at any nrevious time in the nreceding twventy years. The



vorkings wvent virtnelly untended, for other methods were to bhe u-ed.
The “cottish Commeny (as the nev one was nown) had ac one of
ite chrreholders the natentee of n nrocess Fnar ]nnchinq conner
from low-grade ores. Bacierlly, the nrocess consisted of roasting
nyrites (a by-rroduct of the mine) and disrolving the sulphurous
gas =2 produced in wrter tomroduce -~ulphuric scid. This acid
was then veed to treat cormon =nlt, carted from the Varke Peninsuls
salt lakes, in order to nroduce hydrochloric acid, The hydrechlorice
reid beine epnlied to the crushed nre;, lihersted its commer in the
Form of bhirhly soluhle copner chlaride, The Yirmnor, containing
copner chloride, »es then alloved tr stond ir Yorpe vets with
pPiecces of iron throvn in. Annther chormicrl renction cccurreq,
whovohy meto1lie copnor wase denosited where the iren had heen.
The nfocnﬂﬂ var simplers jte only ineredieonts were pyrites.

snlt, serep iron and copprer cre witk wond far heating in the vorions

strpes, Prt to be economic, the nreecoss reanired 3% (or creator)
ore enancentration. The Xarunda mines hr A heen ectimated to have
36,000 — 40,000 tans of materic]l of +hic prade cor higher. Tatimation

0f the ricknree of the ore woa~ ot fault; it wan found to be not
much hetter than 0.54, srd enstly corcentratine rrocesses had to be

Used,
Capt~in %shorne errived in early 1867 to trFe aver mansgemaent

of the mines for the Scottish Compary, from Mr. W. 0ldhem (Cornich

terminalopy wre commarly used, and o mine menpper was usunlly

"ddresaed as "Captein"). His first jeh was to sup-rvise the
e uipning of the vor¥kinpgs and erection of the nev mrchinery.
E 3
i 1ved 5 Phot h
A canital cont of £R0,000 to £90,700 wvas involved. Photoeraphs
t°%en of this plent show it, as Adescribed in the "Recister®:

"The Hill to the sonthward of the n1d works has heen
macde the hece of onercrtions. The supmit is crowned by two

14.



or three trsll chimmneys, a vast leader reservoir is devoted
to the manufacture of sulphuric acid, a large condenzer for
fumes generated in thot manufacture, and other irposing
structures. A little lover down is & shnd covering a score
of high vats, and still lower down » second shed, which houses
eight precipiteting tanks of large dimensions. The plant

is designed to treat 200 tons per day. The whole of the
carriage at the mires is to be done hy trenweys, and with
this nev plant, courses 2re to he cut thrrugh the surface
stuff in all directions so &s to pgive facilities for loading.
The truck line tnkes n Airect course from the top of the hill
to the 30-fathom level, and 8 to 10 trucks are raised at a
time by o stationary engine hanling a numher of trucks up a
gradient varying from 1 in 5 to 1 in 10."6

With this tramwvay system, open cuts were opened in the copper
bearing clays surrounding the mwain lodes. Hand picking increased
the value of the ores to 24%; hut this wvas not enocugh, and the
mine vas re-opened for working to get out anv remaining high—grade
ore,

"...Kapunda is not now as it formerly was, a mining town..."7
said the "Kapunda Herald" in 1872 - although production of ore was
increasing; 1872 was to be the ounly year in which the Scottish

Company showed a profit - £6,456 6s. 9d.8 Smelting had ceased

15.

to be economic; the railway which had opened some ten years previously

provided fairly cheap transport for ore, which after 1870 wns sold
in the Colony to the Fnglish and Australian Copper Company, who
smelted it at Port Adelaide. Besides this, the area had become
denuded of vood for the smelters - a constant difficulty since the
inception of the mines.” A description of the workings in 1874
was given by a Melbourne reporter who passed through the district:

"The old workings of the mine hsve during the last few
years heen washed from bottom to top in a face of %00 feet
deep. This process...has opened up two vast amnhitheatres
in the centre of the workings, disclesing the old shafts and

drives...
...Smelting used to be Aone on the works, hut had to he



sansramic view of the mine in 1876, - first seetion

{at 1oft) i= looking Lawerd the Esst Kepunda Mine. The
ond is mostly occupied by acid treatment works, In the

Junction between the first and second the tope of o

are visible ) extending inte the third

and Harris shaft .
over the

section is the generel jaturbance of the open en
mein nde, in the third the main fetuire
honse, ete., over the Buhl shafts; 1in the for

the remnants of horse whinme nest the 2100

In the fourth section, the foreground building wyo miners!
eottngen: on the hill is Tuiton st open

cut, with the Buhl Fnpine chimney to their left,
{s.A., Archives)
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discontinued on account of the scarcity of fuel...The...
work of the ¥anunda Mine is conducted an the nld Cornish
princinle hy tributers who work the ground, and wrsh nand
pug the ore rroduced at the rote of from 5s. to 7s. in the

pound value of copper after smelting, The rveraca wages
mrde by the tributers iz ahout £2 per week, and the men at
work on wages receive 37s. per week. The ore nroduced hy

the tributers runs from fifteen to twenty ner cent of cobper,
and thet dealt with hy the acid nrocess averages about g

half per cent. The total numher of hands employed i< 108

men and nineteen bhnys, and work hegins ot half nast soven

and continues til1l hal® prst fFive =wvith one hour's intermisgion
for dinner.™?0

The swan song of the mines lasted about five or six Years
longer. Apparently it wns evident thot little more could he
exnected of the old workines, and attempts were made to find nNew
Sites on which to repeat the successes of thirty yesrs before, The
Fast Kapunda mine wns opened in 1874: in 1875 the first ore wvas
Produced. 1876 wns its nonk yerr for rroductiony two vears later
1t was closed down. (See Appendix V)

In 1878 the mines closed — that is, the Company cerzed its
Operations. Although the Aistrict held hopes that the closure
W¥as only temporary, andthat the workings would reopen when the
Price of copper rose, this was not to be. In February 1879 the
Company (the Bcottish one) decided to cut its losses, and the
Machinery of the mines was put up to auction. At the same time,
the 1ocal Company offered the free-hold of the mine area; the
Sales were combined, and £5,000 was realised on the machinery, and
£3,600 for the free-hold of the mines nrea. This wns disposed of

In ahout 100 lots, of varying sizes; the mine proper was hought
11

by alocal businessman, Mr. W.R. Morton, for £558. Tributing

¥as continued; but the work was only on a small scale, being limited
by the lack of hhuling and winding machinery, and the rough floors

°f the main galleries, where the purchasers of the machinery had

taken up the tramway rails.]' Besides this tributing, there were



Another view of 1816, Thie ie talen from near the acid warke
Althouph they were then in use, some of the clione
o evls honae: o ,
o
es, , an he
b be Hloenls meae L dumidion
45 that of Chriet Church (Anglican): ip the
ole , olic] con be cseen

The town ﬁ&m he
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desultory attempts by local syndicates to re-open mining; hetween
1882 ~nd 1895 the "Fapunda Her:ld" mentions eipht such ventures.
The most serious rttempt to re-stert the mine enmae aftor the visit
of the Government Geolopist to Kapunda in 1899, in pursusnce of an
instruction from the Government to inspect and report upon the
mines in South Australi-. His inspection apparently consisted of
walling nround the old workings; the 'nawledge thus aceuired yas
Supplemented by talling to local residents — the older the better,
It is in this Report that e bhelief, still current in the district
may he found for the first time substantially stated; namely, that
the mines were "drowned" out of existence, and that e rich lode of
Ore still awaited development at the bottom of the mine.

"H.T. Truscott states that the deenest shaft, Harris's,
in down to 80 fathoms, and that there is a 'splendid' lode at
thot depth still unworked. He further states thet the worikings
ir this 2h~ft were ahandoned hecause of an influx of water...

The nrimary cause of the abandonment of this mine is
stoted tn have been the preat influx of water in Harris's
Shaft ot » denth of 80 fathoms, and the incapacity of the
pumping power to cope with it...

And as regards the value of the mine, the fact that
large cuantities of ore hive heen rnised from workings of a
limited depth - the deenest shaft being only 480 feet — places
the cuestion heyond doubt, besides corroboratine the statements
of the mincre who formerly worked in the mine, to the effect
thnt the lodes were numerous and rich in ore.

It is not at all probable that these lodes die out or
become unproductive at such a comparatively shallow depth
a8 that ahove mentioned, and I am therefore of opinion
that this mine is a most valuable one, and would well repay
for re-working thoroughly and systematically."13

This promise touched off a new ferveur; in the next five

Years attempts were again mrde to rroduce acuantities of ore. The

&ttempts vere, ageain, unsuccessful; meinly because no-one could
be found who vould advance sufficient capital to enable wnrks to
he carried out on the necessary scnale, althourh even had work

Started in earnest, no ore of value would have been found.



The mine in ahout 1876, looking south. On the hill at the
right are the pcid works; slightly helow, are treaiment
Sheds, nnd on the flat, roasting furnaces for pyrites, d
smelting furneces, In the 1eft forepround are the assay
house and sample rooms,




Department of South Australia in 1944 thnt w=ny of the nl4 myths
regarding the mine were finally put into true perspective.

so, manyv of them were found to persist at tk~ time of writing

It wns not until the publication of a renort by the Mines

(]960) amonost locr]l residents.

to follow wn the recommendations made in the 1944 renort regrrding

future exploration by dArilling for lodes - although the report

18.

In conclusion, it might be noted thot no enterprise has attempted

was most optimistic in tone.

S.A.AL, AR5/1848.
Dickinson, op. cit., p.13.
See Appendix VI.

ihiAd, p.13,

ihid, p.113.

ihid, p.l4.

"Rerister™, 98 June 1868.
"Herald", 5 January 18792,

NDickinson, op. cit., p.14.
S.ALA. 455];51845. C.H. Bagot to Colonial Secretary.

"The Leader", Acriculture in South Australia

"Herald", 6 Janu~ry 1880.
ibid, 3 January 1889,

H.Y.L.. Brown, Report by the Government Geologist — The Kapunde

Mine (1899). Passim.




Chapter III

The People; and Their Churches

The tovn »nd Aistrict of Kapunda contoin the moterial for an
extensive snciclopical study of the intersction of peein? croune
in » vonng encioty. Fthnicelly, there were three mriv srome;

Anrlo=Sayon, or ¥nelich.

Celtic: mninly Irish, hut including many Corni~h and some
“ecots +nd Welsh.

fiermonics;  with Germrns the principrl constituents.

Within the Celtic proups, Irish and Cornish vere ocuite individ-

ualistic, os foay ae hirtorv is econcerned, The stete of affoirs
is mnre readily npnrecirted if the constitution of the surrounding
districts is al~n considered:  in these, the Fundreds of Kanunda,
Lirht, Belvidere, and Gilhert nre nerheps moct stronoly indicative
of the Aiversity of rrouns. Anpendix VIT is a renrnduction of a
Section of tha 1881 Census figures, showing the birthplace of the
Peonles: the mo~t noticesrhle Fantures of the Hundreds mentioned
Are that there is a consictentlv hich nronortion of Irish; thot
in two of them (Belvidere and Iiyht) Germans are the strongest
fromms,

Under these conditions, ome vould expect to find bhoth Irich
and Germans fiouring fairly prominently in the history of the
distriet as Trouns . The seneral impression thaot one gets in
that this is not so. The rensons s=eem to be these.

The Irish were not viewed loecally in the <rme licht as, say,

the Cornish. This mav have hnd tr Ao with the fret that most of

them vere lahourers, nlthourh ~uite a number became lencdholders

19,

"f some extent. Both they ~nA the fGermens were cenerslly recsrded as

"outerouna" pnd in conse~uence were not encouraged — or permitted,



in some ways - to become prominent. For instance, it does not
appear that there were many of them on either Distriet or Town
Comneil, although gize of holding would not have nrecliuded them
from either of these. There is no Irish {or at least, patently
s0) or German shopkeeper to be found amongst those regularly
advertising in the "Kepunda Herald".

But these two reaces had strong internal ties; Irish were held
together quite strongly by the Roman Catholic Church, and Germans
found gpiritual solace with the Lutheran Churches. In both cases
there was an attempt hy the Church concerned to transplant directly
the institutions of the old country by bringing to South Australia
clergy “from home", Germans had adopted the Barossa valley towns
%8 their centre, mainly, of course, hecause of George Fife Angas's
Settlement schemes; and congregated around smaller outlying satellite
®tt] ements . Of these, that ot Bethel, some seven miles west of
Kapunda, is ouite typical. In 1864 and 1901 the names of those in
the district showed it to be exclusively German.l By 1911 a couple
of Fnglish sounding names had apneared — this may only mean that
Some families had Anglicized their names. At that time the
Population was about 160, living in 33 housesy and the sebttlement
¥as thought to be decreasing in numbers .~

Appendix VIII shows granhically spproximate population movements;
Statistically, it cannot he precise, because the information is often
of uncertain reliability. However, it shows the difference in
Population movements between town and district. Po emphasise this,
it ic helpful to look st the housing of the peonle.  The Censug of
1855, in whieh the County of Tight (including %a?mnﬂa} is the smallest
Unit mmw%idarﬂda in the erea, may be compared in some r@%ﬁmc@% with
the 1861 Census returns for the townahip &f’ﬁa?umd@% =~ particularly
¥ith resncet to the numbers of miners and shopkeepers; also, the

tﬂ%nmhiy in~1861 had nearly as many houses built of stone a2z the

vhole County in 1855. By 1871° i1, nuwher of houses wne nesrly




up to the meximmm which wos recorded in 1881 of 54};6 theresfter

the number of houses in the tovnship decressed, But throughout,
the number of houses in the district continved to inerenze, (2ee
Chapter VIT). fbvionsly, the town population declined sfter the

mines had closed downy bhut the decline was not ns great ez wight
have heen expected had not farming increassed in the surrounding
districts; for the town supported some secondary industry which
was directly associeted with the farmers for a considerable time,
a8 will be seen in the next chapter.

The general “istribution of nccupations by rece wos, o for South
Austrelia traditionsly; the Cornish and the few Welsh were miners,
Germans were farmers, and Trirh constituted the general Iahour
force. Ae wane wentioned earliery the churches w&reym&timnﬁl
in their groupings; Irish were Romen Catholics, Germans adhered
to the Tutheran sects, and the Cornish were Methodists - or, to
fome extent, Congregntionalists.

O0f the Methodists, the Wesleyans were apparently strongest,
8lthough there were & good number of Bihle Christians. Primitive
Methodiets did not attempt to orgenize themselves formally wntil
1870; but the decline of mining and population prevented their
2dvancing in the way that they had hoped, so thot in 1890 they-
801d their properties and the minister was withdrawn. For a while
they hait attempted to maintain stature by extending their district
to Morgan and Fndunda; however, they had been defeated rurally
by incrensed German settlement on farms; Chapels had te be sold
88 their congregations diminish%d*?

New Connexion Methodists, a "eity" faith, were not seen in
¥apunga,

baye disappeared, ond what we know of them is either indirectly

Unfortunetely all records of the Kapunda Bible Christians

or by inference. It is not even known now where their meeting







place wns locoted in the towm;  Tocal records seem to indicete
that they never held land ss o church, bvt instead uged a meeting
plece or places belonging to members of the congregation,

Wesleyan Methodists have hetter records, however; theirs extend
almost to the opening of the first chapel, on April 13, 1849, The
minister, the Rev. Jno. C. Symons, had to care for an area which
extended to and included Gaw}er«& The Kapunda district was added
to the circuit plan in 1845-46, and the first visit by a minister
¥as in October of 1845, when the Rev. John Harcourt made a special
visit to Kapunde and Burra copper mines. He was not very hanpy
~¥ith vhet he found; not only was there Godlessness everyvhere,
but only eight or ten persons could be found who professed (or
confessed) to adherence to Mathodimm~9

Their chapel was built at North Kspunda and when finally completed,
Cogt %%’356*1Q It now houses thé Methodists of Kapunda, the Bible
Christians and Wesleyans having merged in the union of 1897,

Census material is not comblgtg enough to give a continwvous
Dicture of the fluctuations of strenght of religious groups. The
Material covers only 1855 (for County Light, including Kapunde), 1871
and 1901 (Kapunda township and hundreds of Co. Light).

The Congregationsalists achieved loeal prominence ouite early;
their chapel was one of the enrliest churches erected.  Some of
their popularity may have derived from reasons other than religion;
the early minister was also manager- of the mines, and Cornigh
Miners were wont +to curry favour with "Cap'n" by copying his &Qﬁiﬂn%'lz
Gﬁn@r&lly, the Congregational church was that of the more influentinl
People in the town; the first mayor (and incidentally; the most
Popular doctor in the town), Dr. Blood, was also.a member; and
Several of the middling~large landholders (notably the Shannon
fﬁmily} were alaso adhberents, It may be that other denominations

2150 hod members in prominent places; but it seems to be more



4. Archives




ESQ

emphasized in contemporary records if a man is a Congregationalist.
Baptists were a later acouisition to the town; it is not until
1865 that they are mentioned as being a coherent yrnup‘lg During
the 18701g they built their church - one of the largest buildings
in the town - largely with the assistance of the Angas family, wvho
made large donations. And the church which they huilt was huge -
far out of proportion to their numbers. They were hard pressed,
even with Angas' help, to pay for it.lg And, once completed,
it wos olmost an embarrassment. A wag suggested thet it should
be s01d to the Roman Catholics, whose priest, Rev. Father Frances
ﬂyrnﬁ, inguired in his best stvle whether "the Rev., Silas Mead
(then Baptist minister) shall lose his right arm?" for to deprive
the worthy ogentleman of his chapel would be a loss as great as
oRe of his limbs; but personally, Father Byrne considered the

Baptist Chapel to be "...a place which is fit for a theatre, a

: 14
Town Hall or an Institute, but not for a Church.? 4
~The Salvation Army appeared in }883.15 It is most notable

for o dizngreement which it had with the Town Council regarding street
mﬂ%tings, whiech became a2 ecanse celehre in the state. Salvationists
58w their duty to proclaim the coming millennium to the people of
Kﬂﬁﬂn&a at loud and long meetings in the streets. Being AR Army,
they marehed from their "berracks™ to the field of battle where
the Dovil was to he found. To have advantage of the enemy, they did
Dot apnroach the battle field from-the same-direction every time;
their flanking movements could be guaranteed to take them through
& few miles of Kapunda's streets, with band playing and tembourines
f~rattle; before the enpagement commenced. ~ ’

Perhaps, too, there were more marchers than.there might have

ed the

heen had not the Volunteer Militia Comrenies been dish

Tear hefore. The two Companies = the Mines Rifles and the Kapunds




. 0 it Taucction Dentre,
Pirat and only building erected by the

o e
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Rifles -~ hod been the strongest outside the metropolitan ares,
end their dissolution had not heen received well in the town.
Of covrse, their brass band hed disappeared too, Is it too much
to suggest that » combination of military diaplay, music, and
relipious exnrescion {wﬁich was to be attractive to miners at Hoontns
ne W@}}} should ensure at least momentary support for the Salvation-
igta?

Antagonism toward Salvationists prew slovly, In early 1884,
2 Towyn Council meeting recorded their disapnroval on the grounds
that the larrikin el ement of the town wes inecited to sction by
the processions and meetings . A motion was passed recuvesting the
Police to stop nrocegsions "...on the ground that the street
Processions endsngered life as well as ceusing the young to seoff ot
relipion,n A by~law wos drawn which aimed to prevent street
Processions without the nermission of the Cwumci},lﬁ Zo the
Salvation Army took to the footpaths of the town, temnorarily.

Relations deterinrated. Captain Gore, of the Salvation Army,
during February took proceedings at law against a couple of lads who
had interfered with one of his meetings. ﬁﬂylﬂﬂﬁ*ZY Four months
afterwards the Army was bombarded with eggs as it left its h&??ﬂﬁk%.la
In dugngt, the Army was temporarily reinforced by the Blug Ribbon n
&Gﬁiﬁby and the Band of Hﬂpg;lg having dealt with the Demon Drink
Y0 their satisfaction they turned to new fields.

"Miss Adn Campbell lectured in Crase's Room this evening
19.9.1884) on 'land nationalisation's  About a 100 persons
were present. At the close g vote of thanks was proposed
by Mr. Wharton White, seconded by Mr. R.J. Day.  The Salvation
Army made a specisl effort hy way of maun@&r(&ttrﬁatiﬂn*"a'

Just after this the hy-law prohibiting %trgﬁt processions came
into force. Feelings ran high. Mayor Pearce hoped that "...in
the interests of all vho loved o peccefnl Sunday...that the Army

¥oula give wﬂy,nﬂl They didn't, andthe names of eighteen were



taken while in a street march. Colonel Booth happened to he in
Adelaide at the time, and he thundered to a meeting in Adelside
that "apunda would gain the unenvisble distinetion of being the
ﬂecénﬂ place in free Australia where people had heen pumished for
Preeching snd working for their %nwterﬂagg Five of them were
Punished, Convicted, they were given the choice of a fine oy
goal. Unanimously, they chose goal ~ two W@ek@‘ﬁg

And then, strangely, pence descended on the hattle fiela,
The Army continued its marches, but without o band, and apparently

24 . .
the Town Council relented a little.” Thereafter, Salvationists
25

o Y

Fere little more than curiocsities.

The first Roman Catholic priest, Father Fallon, arrived in
July, 1849, although Mase had been of ehrated frequently since 1845
by visiting priests. In 1850 the first church, %%ﬂt of 81, Jokn
the Evangelist, was commenced at o place about four miles sopth~ennt
°f Kapunda. Congtruction was delayed by the 1852 goldfields exodus,
a&nd the chnreh was not eompleted until }ﬁﬁémgﬁ Twelve monthe loter
Yend was bought in the townehip and in 1862 the stone of 4the chureh
oFf 8t. Rose of Lima was laid.

In the interim, St. John's had heen extended {1@@@)97 and paid
for.  Although St. John's wes for some time the premier church of
the parish - the Roman Catholic cemetery was and is ﬁ@%rhy g :
Erodunlly £el11 into disuse, until in 1897 s girls! reformatory,

Administered by the Sisters of St. Joseph and under the charpe of

28

the Stete Childrens! Couneil was opened there. About 1920 pirle

: 20
Dassed through the institution hefore it alﬁﬁgé in 1910,
The brilding of St. John's was assisted by the State grants o

2t

ﬂbmrﬁh@ﬂ,”@hiﬁ% were made in the 1847-52 perioed, by £420; whieh

diffienlty of finsnece ~ Tor that
: In 1860, the

Bfforded considerable relief from the
Church.,  There were plenty of other difficnlties.

Rey, Fallon-collapsed and died of spoplexy. Five years later,




The original Chureh of
afteor its sphendonment,

(9.4, Arch ﬁ%%} |




his sueeesanr (Very Mev. Wichael Ryan) died whilst £till dincumhent
of tha perish. And in 1867, the Rev. Jeremianh Vﬂynjhnwg an nendate
"Nt nriest in the rarich, died of tuberculosis - ", hi« funeral

Was numerously attended by all clasges; the Hapunds Rif]oee hended
a1

it with pres reversed, wnder Captain 61dham®, Consumption claimad
hin fuccessor, the Rev. Thomss Hyland. The Rev. Trederielk Byrne

YeE nrieast from 1864 4o 1869, snd his own account of that period fg:

"The Rev. Frederiek Byrne was appointed to Kapunde
in March, 1864, and for some time attended to the éuﬁja@

of that extensive mission. When assistants vere sent to him
they were either in an advenced state of consumption, or
those whom theVicar would neither keep in Adelaide nor send
elsevhere, Father Byrne considered he wa
and often wished to retire from the large digtrict and

Tive in » small one in which an assistant was not reguired,
In the beginning of 1869 the Rev. Hogh Horan, 0.8.F,,

wes appointed his assistant. From the beginning it

was evident that the priest in echarge and his assistant
could not get on tgether. They were totally different

in character: one loved home, the other to be abroad;

one was devoted to his work, the other to pleasure.

fne instance will exemplify vhat I have said. When
Father Byrne had paid his assistent his share of the
Easter offerings, amownting to about £47, he immedintely
went to Adelaide and put up at the York Hotel, then the
Principal in the City, and he did not return to Kapunda
for about s month, till the money wos spent. In
tonsenquence of his ahsence ontlying congregations were
vithout Mass, and Father Byrne had to attend all sick

calls andeonduet the Yonth of May devotion. The

Bishop was aware of his ahsence, for Father Yoran often
called on him at West Terrace. Some short time nfter
Father Horan's return, Father Byrne complained to the
Bishop about him and Father Nolan, who was on a visit

to Kapundae, and the Bishop reprimended them for their
conduct. This mode matters worse, and Father Byrne,
Finding it impossible to live with his assistant, went

to Adelaide and resigned the Mission of ¥apunda, which

His Lordship accepted, ns he desired to estahlish a
Franciscan convent there. The Bishop very kindly

offered Father Byrne any mission in the diocese, but

he would not disturb any priest, but took Salisbury,

which up to that time had no resident priest, and was
attended from Adelnide."32




about 1980,
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Intnrminylod +ith thegse vicissitues veore Fifficultine «ith the
bni]ﬂjng of 9t. Rose's. Father Ilyan was in 1862 a mentally sick

man, snd he had ne hia as=iatonts » Father Carov, an onilontic, nand

. . . 33
» Father Moo, who wns, to sey the Tenst, lax in his dvties.

Father Ryrn had commenced a disnute with the builder of the church,
MeMull en by name, who had also heen ite architect. There iz 1ittle

douht that Miekvllen was eith-r grossly incempetent or was engaced

in sharp nr&ctigeg.34 The trouhle was only settled r~fter le nothy

court eaces, involving two appesls.  Father Byrne ceme tn » marish

burden ag hy debt and with a backeround of dissensinn. Nor wes he

a man to beg out of » ficht; and the nevspaners of the neriod

carry nvmerous ]etters from him and reports of his activities. He

"ndouhtedly nhtained a degree of respect — perhaps grudgingly - for

himsalf ape his Church. Certeinly the Roman Catholic Chrch was

firm]y astrhlished in Kopunda hy the time he left; in addition to

tvo churches with large congregations, 2 schneol had been operating

for three veprrs.
The Church of Fngland vas established in the district o= a

Yirect result of efforts by Captain Bagot. In 1844 he hed circulated

A& Memorial in the distriet which was subseauently nresented to the

Coloning gecrntﬁrv.35 Tourteenrn people, including Bagnt, hod siemed

1t; one of them (Bagot) was a Member of the Legisintive Council,

And two others were Justices of the Peace. It contained a resuest

. . . 15
For financinl acsjstance to maintain a clergymen of the Estahlished

Church in the Northern Districts of the State.  The renuest wns

refused. It was 1856 before Kepunda had a resident Anglican clergy-
Man, when the Rev. F.P. Strickland was assigned the parish.” i

There hnqg heen a chnpel built on glebe lands made available in 1851;

Christ Church was completed in 1R68. It was similar to St. Rose's

in cntyvard appearance, havineo however a cloek in the tower below the







28,

Steenle, Tn 1869 there wers a mild furore when the clock stopped;

n .
The town hes the use of the clock" said the churchwerdens, "therefore

ltthe toyn pay the cost of %eeping it wound up". This cost

turned out to be €5 a vear; and the town council refused to meet

thic, arguine that if the Anglicens wished to »nut a clock in their

church, that wnx their affair; and it was rlso their affair if they

decided to let it run down. Within three weeks the cloek was running

ag“in-38 After this, the Anclicans merged with the bhackground of

the town until 1889. They were a medium-sized group, hut not an

OUtStanHing one. But in 1889 they achieved notoriety when three of

the churchwardens, W. St. Clair, Wharten White and David James (the

Same man who was eco—-discoverer of the Broren Hill deposits) charged

the incumbent with bigamy. The charges were found nroven by the

Fcc]pgin;ticr] Court, and the guilty minister, Rev. J.M. Donaldson,

WAs diyspjisced hv the Rishop. To the Aiscomfiture of the Kapunda

Churchvarﬂons, he cnuld nct bhe evieted from the pasonage, and they

had t0 gya1low nride ond eome to terms with bim. When this had

dieq down, the Anglicans once more vere akle to resume their auiet
> Ang]
eXiStence, unplagued by the troubles and smell dissensjions which

beset nearly evary other sect.

ffine ohservation which might he mede is that Kapunda was remark-

a . S .t .,« ‘
bly free of any minor seccts. fnee a Church was establiched, and

has huite its honse n® vorship, it stayed; there might be revivals

¥ithin the established framework, but no newcomers got encoursgement.
the Preshyterians had used Baptist and

a1y one sect disanneared;
Congreg&tional chapels to meet in, hut they never had either minister

°F church. Between 1871 and 1901 their numbers fell from 09 to 7.

The religion was uneventful in the sense that there wns never

BNy oreat jesue which arose in the district, or for the co-religionists

°F the district, which caused major dissension. Those things vhich

o e

o



diq hﬂppen, were frem outside the district, or outside the croup.
Tt seems thant when a man had settled in his Church, h~ never found

much to ha di~xntiafioed with in it.

S.A.A.: Research note on Bethel.

ihid,

S.A. Lepislative Council — Papers printed, 1856.
. ?bid, 1889,

ihid, 1870

. ihid, 1882
J, Barrettl_ The Union of the Methodist Churches in South

.

ND DA oo~

] Australin, p.61.
* Rev. 7. Tirslam, Hiztory of Methodism in South Australia, p.193.

?6 ?h%d, pr.101 et. sea.
+ ihid, p.169.
11, The mine manarer, William (0ldham, is to he found in many
capacitie«. Born in 1811, he arrived in Adelaide in 183RK.
Ho was spnointed Protector of Aborigines soon after earrival;
while in that post, he compiled a grammer of aboriginal
He resismed the nosition to set up a school in

Light Sauare; but his retless nature caused it to be closed -
or rather transferred tn Gayler, and then to Angerston, whither

he went in the early 1840's.  Tn 1847 Captain Bagot appointed
him Bursnr of the mining company st Kapundaj upon Raoot's
retirement asmnager of the mine, 01dham succeeded him as
manager, While manager, he was appointed Postmaster of the

town (he received £10 per year as rent for a room in his
was bujlt) and manager of the local

house until a post office
hranch of the National Bank. He felt that there was need
for somenne to minister to those of his faith in Kapundaj

S0 in 1858 he w~s ordained as a Congregational minister; a

nost which he held nntil 1861, in coniunction with his others.
The closing of tho mines by the local company leoft him
re]ativelyEunemployed; so, after sitting for and rnssing the
Necesserv examinntions, he cet up as a certified architect and
survevor, in vhich nr-fession he remained until his death at

75,

dinl ects.,

But in addition the activities mentioned above, he
found time to act ns n Captain - later Major - in the Mines
Rif}es. This wrs the Iargest Volunteer Compony outside
Adelaide, and for most of its life ©ldham was its Commanding
The Rifles wns strong enough to sunpport their own

“fficer.
thix w~e trained by Cldham, who wes also conductor

hrass band;
for the Philharmonic Society in Kapunda.
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Less AemonAs were mode nom hie time Hy some nther activities

which he undertonk; for inztance, he was fer s neriod .
resident Magistrate for the town, and thereafter e Just?ce of
the Pence. Ho can nlso he frund playing a Jarpe rrrt in the
Freemrson's Todre, ~heon that wre extablished; and ?9 held
nosjtions on the committees of mnet of the other frl?nd{y ,
Societies, and of the Institute. He Aied in 1886, in T'apunda.
"Herald", 22 Septemher 1865.

S.A.AL, doc. A999.

"Hernld", 5 June 1868.

"Observer", 18 August 1883.

ibhid, 28 January 1884.

1h1d 9 February 1884.

lhlﬁ "] June 1884.

lhld, 9 Aucust 1884.

ihid, 27 September 1884.

ibid, o5 Cctoher 1884,

ihid, 15 Movemher 1884.

ibid, 29 November 1884

ibid, 13 Decemher 1884

ibinA st 1885,

ﬁzf*ﬁei? ;:gr. F. Byrne, History of the Catholic
South Australia, p.61.

:;ge ©outhern Cross" 10 June 1949, (History cf the Porish of
K;f;hda, by Rev. R.A. Morrison.)

Mhe Southern Cross", 10 June 1949.

pﬂrli&mentary Papers, ]897; N0.81.

ihidq, 191¢: No. 81.

"The Southern Cross", 10 June 1949.

Byrne, op. cit., p.203.

ibid, pp.o19-3.

IEEEiJEOuthnrn Cross", 10 Juane 1949.

Byrne, op. cit., pn.145-7.
S.AAL ATAB0 1814, R
—EBQIﬁ of gynod of the Church of Fngland,

"Herald", 8 Cctober 1869.
;E;FT—T?F Octoher 1869.

Eggggﬁ of Synod, 1889.

Church in

30.
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Chapter 1V

The Farmers

Side-by-side with wining, farming developed in the district.
™ wos an area of small farms with ouly two large landholders
(n“tton and Begot): anf there 7o not seem to hove been any nrohlems

Arisine from t-nure in the district. Anlaby Station (Muttonts)

NS founded in 1840, although it was a year earlier that the sheep

¥hich wore ta stoe’ it had arrived. Nriginelly it vms held on

Me~ye:r pastoral lerses, hut in 1851 these were extended tn fourteen

Yoo pe However, durine the next ten years, Duttons bought the staticen,

Plining freehnld title. Barots did the same at ¥oomunga, and

Yy 1865 nerrlv a1l the land in the distriet wes held freeheld by

the oceunants: for all the smaller farms were purchas=d by selection.

Avart from thrse two stetions, the rest of the rrea was devoted

] . 3
to wheatorowine up to the 1890's, when "pixed farming" becan to he

the Practice. Rv 18R0 the arep nf lend devoted to wheat in County

Lipht hodreached its maximum of about 100,090 a,cr'es.9 This was

ten years ahepd of the Coleny as a whole; im 1RR0 South Austr-alian

PCreape was 600,000, in 1890 1,500,000,7  This then renresented
There weas verving

About 15% of the Seuth Austrolinn nerenge.
55 and 1890 for the

Incentive to grov vhent; prices hetween 18

State varied wildly from year to year according to seasonal conditions ?
¥ith tha hichest nrices at about 15s. per hushel and the lowest !
48'54 but the mean nrice wrs in the region nf 5s. per hushel.

r(arnmda wheat seems tn hnve commanded a premium of 63. to 1ls. per 1

hushel over the State nrice.5 The ruantity of whert shipned through H
Kapimen 54 not clear, since rajlwavs records 4o mot seem to agree.

i i ¥ 1d.
With firures vhich were oceasionally rublished by the ¥anunda Hera




The township itself became cuite important to farmers for three
reasons, Firstly, it had several firms of agricultural implement
makers . Secondly, it was until 1877 the railhead for the first
eountry railway line vhich was built hevond Gawler, Thirdly, it

beeame famous for horse zales held there.

To deal with these in order. Implement making =terted in
1855 when James Wellor opened his works to make strinners of the

Ridley type. In 1858 this was followed hy Hawke's workss; in 1880

the first jssue of "The Northern Star" carried advertisements For

both, The Kapunda works were of enual importance to those of

Gawler, nccording to a report in "The Register" gome vears late 6
g AT g H g , ater.,

Nor wyas the mere supply of agricultnrel implements sufficient outlet;

Hawke's turned to the menufacture of heavy mining machinery
Weiphhridges — which is today the prineinle nroduet of Hewke snd

Another manufacturer, James Cameron, seecured a contract

ﬂﬂmpany.7
e

for the manufacture of 190 steel railway goods wagons in 1R85,
But even with Tess dependence on implement making, fluectuntions of
Farmersat incomes cause by drought and price variations could cause

h%rﬂﬂhéng — in 1886 a soup kitchen was opened to assist the

10

Ynemploved.
The railway to Kapunda was extended from Gawler, and wss opened

in Ausust 1860, its mnin purpose heing to carry ores from the mine

It wee mainly on seccownt of this traffie that

to Port Adelaide. ’ o
8 direct line was Inid in 1868 from Bry Creek to Port Adelpide. ™

Thig had a heneficial effeet for farmers opn this line; for it

Feduced freipht charges to Port Adelaide.  Fxtension of the line

to ¥organ in 1878 wos a mixed blessing; -although less wheot wes
Shipped throngh Kapunda (¥udunda, thirteen miles further north,
f8ined; bhut this was the only town to henefit hy the wheat trade,

8% conditions heyond there are not favonrable for apgriculture) a
the mines

"ew outlet was opened through access to the Murray,

dﬁﬁ}in&ﬂf so the roilway came to rely more upon other primary produce.

i
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P . sy e S iy + 1 ']
The railway wes o eonveniont grumbling point for the district,

if loeal naespapers sre to he helieved, There is a sugpestion
| n suggesti

that oneo of the Yoenl politicions ~ Jemes Yhite - had attemnted to

% . ¥ 7 £ i q
influence the choice of position for the @tﬂtlﬂnalm claiming that
. ! ERC N D) 7 %884

Iy

if the line terminated on the south hank of tha River Lisht, »
- -

3

costly bridge could he svoided. This suggestion did not ecorry
g W

much weight, since Mr., White owned most of the land in the region of

the suggented terminue, and it wrs inferred that he was @tt@mpting
to gain the advantage of n railhead settlement, and subaenuent tmwn,

. 1a I :
to imnreve values. This could be true, in Tight of his subsonent

reeord; Mr, White was subsecuently elected to the Legislative

wﬁ‘l,ﬁuy 1 } b ‘”’jjv ?*ﬂ woas no revurnes aiwe TE ok - ~ K14, /ﬁi
" "E ey ox t b od ‘f‘ e {-’H¥ ;’1 t (23 4 L .g 1Y v;t’ g}@l T s i k‘l‘w? 5;‘; 24
01 n “g t ”t 182m were ,”1 oved g I

For a while, until the bhridge was completed, the railbeand was

there; and the contractor for meils was moved to obiect to Roilwpy

aunthorities that persons were riding on the tenders of enginegs

between Kapunda and Gawler, themhy depriving him of revenue. The

_ 14 , : '
Dractice was stopped. But after the reilway was opened, users

¥ere dissptisfied either with timetable, fares {arﬂinary or

®xeursion), freight rates or hendling, or the attitude of the

. 15
Commissioners.

It was by the railway that a reporter from theMelbourne
arted from the district in Zeptember 1874,

"Leader® arrived and de
His comments are worth setting out at length.

by train from Gawler he found thet:

“"the country passed through econsists of onen plaing of ved
clayey loam, entirely occupied by wheat farms of considerable Rive,
indifferently fenced with wire, and shming here a field a
promising erop, there one lying untilled and bearing a luxurisnt
eoat of weeds, and further anlong one ploughed up and lying
fallow. COceasionally a field is passed in which the fallowing
is going on, when it is observed that the double furrow plough
drawn by four horses is invariably uned, the gingle furrow
implement being employed chiefly for striking out.  The bare
appearance of the farm houses is g marked fenture of the
They are built of grevish stone of g soft aluminons

landsecape.



The Railway Station
’ {ﬁw%w Mﬁh ’WW)  "
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formation abundant in the neighbourhood, and the want of barns

or other outbuildings, gardens, and subdivision paddocks for
stock points to a state of things not in accordance with an
advanced agricultural system. O0f course there are exceptions,
but as a ru'e, wheat growing has been carried on upon the most
exhaustive system, including the annual burning of the straw after
the stripper, for the last twenty yesrs. The want of barn or
other accommodation is accrunted for by the fact that this

system places the farmer in a position depending almost entirely
on his yearly harvest of wheat, which he conveys direct from the
field to Kapunda for sale, or storage with an advance, or to

one of the numerous surrcunding mills...Not only is this the case
with the tenant, but also with the freeholder. Yheet growing
and whea‘t alone, without regard to any other of the numerous
ways in which a source of revenue might be derived from the langd
while waiting for the wheat harvest, has been the rule; ang

thus it has come that the tillers of the soil, speaking generally,
are mostly in the hands of the storekeepers, th?reby making the
prospects of the harvest the most important subject to all

connected with the commerce of the country."
A remarkable consequence of this report is that it never reached

the Kapunda district; or if it did, it excited no comment - which

may be a reflection either on the insularity of the district, or the

accuracy of the reporte.
The other reason for the township's importance agriculturally

¥as the annual horse sale which was held there. The first sale
8 in 1878

1
was held in 1862;l7 in 1874 the turnover was £1,000;

the Vapundia Herald ruminated that nit is questionable whether as

. . 19
Rany horses are dispesed of in Adelaide as 1in Kapunda (in a year)."

2
By 1878 the turnover was £4,000 per sales
Karunda horse sales had become internationally famous.

and by the turn of

the century, the
Thqy were the source of many remounts and mare

for the Indian Army, and were attended by South African buyers.

g for mule breeding

In 1910 the sale period extended over two weeks - this was their
peak.Ql It was largely through these sales that Jenkin Coles
became o successful stock agent. A year before their inception

29 .
he haq koen Bajliff of the local Court at Kepunda;™" at his death

he had been knirhted,and controlled ome of the State's largest

Pastoral supply firms. Sidney Kidmen supported them from the
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mid-80's onward, and retained an interest in both the sales and Coles

Brothers Limited which grew out of them.
These were the farmer's economic interests -~ and, to some

extent, his determinants - wheat, and its growing, was his master.

1. vide Stotisticel Returns (of Agriculture) to Colonial Office
(Annual) and Census Returns; 1855, 1861, 1871, 1881, 1891 and 1901,
2 Edgars Dunsdorfs, The Australian %heatgrowing Industry, 1788-1948.

p.178.
3. ibid, p.1l76.

4' ibid’ p0176-
S This is an impression gained from the "Kapunda Herald" over the

period.
6. "Register", °1 May 1875.
7 vide Jokn King Roach, Not without Courage;
& Co.

8. "Ohserver", 25 July 1885. ]
9. Tn 1865, Mellor sold 126 machines, which returned him £2,000

In 1885 his turnover was
o4 January 1886).

a history of Hawke

("Herald", 22 December 1865).
abnormally low, at £4,000 ("Herald",

10, "“Cbgerver" 24 July 1886. L
11. Vide the Report of the Commissioner of Public VWorks for the years

mentioned, in Parliamentary Papers. '
12, ”Registerz, 97 July 1927: reported from an old resident, John Rowe.

13. ibid.
14, “Star", 28 April 1860.

15, "Herald", passim.
16, Special ﬁegorter of "The Leader'; Agriculture in South Australia,

p.21. . .
17. The 1868 Sale is mentioned in Mary Durack, Kings in Grass Castles.

18. "Herald", 7 January 1879.

19. ibid, 4 January 1878.

20, ibid, 7 Januery 1879.

21, MObserver", 28 August 1910.

22. THerald", °6 November 1864.
Lerald”
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Chapter \'4

Of Newspapers and Councils

We have looke — briefly - in earlier chapters at the miners

and the farmers who populated town and district. Did town and

country, as an unit, progress; what ties bound them, what was

mutual, and what specific, to each?
Perhaps the greatest common factor was the local newspaper.

It is by looking at it that we can assess the climate of feeling

in the town and district; to survive in a community such ags this,

an Editor had to tread warily. From newspapers it is an easy step

to the subject which they reported most consistently - Local Government.

In its Establishment can he found an indication of what the people

and this may be an expression of their unity.

wanted;
1860, under the title

The first paper appeared on March 17,

of "The Northern Star". The Editor, G.M. Allen, may once have been

a Chartist; editorials had a fire of indignation at injustice,

consistent with Chartism and which might be expected of a successor

to the original Chartist paper of the same name. But the declaration

in the first editorial that:

"Yes: there is one point upon wvhich we cen give an assur- {
ance to the people; — the N7RTHFRN STAR shall never be made the
medium of personal vituperation or gseurrilous attack"

rested slongside an (unsigned) electorial advertisement which read:
"TO TH¥ FI ECTORS OF IIGHT BAGOT AND DUTTON for ever

- ¥ill you vote for loans and

20 per cent interest?
- Will you vote for land jobbing

and land robbery?
~ Will you vote for the crusher

of the poor man?

If you do -
vote for WHITE
If you will vote for honest representatives
vote for BAGOT and DUTTON.™




But it must be admitted that elsewhere - not as large nor as

prominent there appeared:
"TO THE FIWCTNRS °F LIGHT:-
BEYARE OF TIE MINE-KING'S NOMINFE - DUTTON:
Miners be independent. Rush to the poll
and GIVE WHITE a PLUMPER, whose interests lie
in this district. Consider the insult that
has been thrown at you by bringing forward
the rejected one of Adelaide."

Tlsewh:re, another advertiser (with better grammar, but less clarity)

abjured the:
"EI ICTCRS 2F THE DISTRICT °F LIGHT:—
RESFRVE Y?UR VOTE¥S. — MAKE NO
PROMISES The right man for the
right place will be at his post
at the proper time."
In the Fdition of March 3lst, the Editor was able to proclaim

that the paner had & circuletion of 1,000 copies. The next edition

carried, at lengh, a report of an attempted horsewhipping of one
of the local doctors by F.B. fl1dham - one of the Rev. Willjam

Oham's sons. Fortunately for himself, Allen took the side of the

doctor in the resulting dispute, for two months later Oldham had

Judgment delivered against him for £150 in the Supreme Court at

Adelaide in an action for damages. But Allen had a dislike for

William 01dham and his family; for references are often to be
found such as:
",..the respected manager of the mine, ang agent of this branch

of the National Bank (Rev. Mr. Oldham..."-

which when taken in centext have an irony indicative of animus

between the writer and his subject. Also, F.B. 0ldham was an
auctioneer and valuer; so was the Editor of the "Northern Star".
anyone commissioning Allen as auctioneer

Business was competetive;
"Northern

could have his wares advertised free of ch:rge in the
In April of 1860 the name at the masthead had changed

Star" .
"The Northern Star" it had become "The Northern
4

8lightly; from
Star and General Advertising Medium for the Northern Districts™.

a7.



This was further embellished a month later by the addition of a
crudely drawn six pointed star and the words "The sun shines for

all. Be just and fear not".4 The sun apparently continued to

uphold the motto of the paper; but other stell~r bodies were

not as obliging, for on July 21 1860, it was recorded in a small

news item that:
"There has been no appearance of the Comet in Kapunda,

during the past week."
But the second part of the motto was not tested until Januury,

1862. Previously, the Editor had been content to confine his
leading articles to local personslities, though on matters of principle
he was often prepared to voice an opinion (supported by & quotation

or two from the London "Teonomist") provided no person

too close to lome was mentioned by name. But the sport paled, and

in the edition of Janusry 11 1862, in the leading article, the
Colonial treasurer was accused of having placed his nephew advantag-

eously - and unwverrantedly - in a good position in the public service.

Within days a summons was issued for libel; and on February 15,
most of the issue was devoted to a report of the trial - which
resulted in acquittal for the Fditor. The costs of the action were

high; and there was sometimes difficulty in collecting overdue

Subscriptions to the paper, as evidenced by frecuent notices which

appeared, directed to recolcitrant subscribers.
In January of 1863 the last issue of the paper appeared; and

8imul taneously, the Rditor disappeared from the records.
On October 29 1864, jobbing printers in the town, Scandrett
and Elliot, produced the first edition of “The Kapunda Herald and

They adopted a programme vhich was

Northern Intelligencer™.
Similer to that of the "™Worthern Star"; except that the "Herald"
did not chnose to make such violent personal attacks as had its

Predecessor, Under the som it continucrd for more than
district.

forty years as the principal chronicle of the

38.



The town's largest store a0 'his was in Main
Street.

Archives }
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It is frum these two papers thet most of the history of the
Years after 1830 can be written. They recorded - not without

comrent which was often bias - the important events of the times

Local Government
The first of the great issues to be taken up wes the attempt

to form a Town Council for the betterment of Kapunda. The first
report is in the "Northern Star" of 16 October 1860, where it wns
recorded that a public meeting had passed motion that "The towm

was too young for a Corporation™ - a decision greatly lamented in

the Editorial colums. During the rest of the life of the "Northern

Star" there is refcrence about once a month - usually in the Editor-

ial colums - to the lack of local government. During the next five

Years, there was constant agitation, and meetings were held to discuss

proposals for corporation at irregular intervals. But fever pitch

was reached after March, 1865. Two days after the “Herald" had

editorially advocated the rroclamation of Kapunda as a town, giving

as the main reason the consequent paving of the Main Street which

a town council would surely undertake,5 a public meeting by show

of hands decided to petition the Chief Secretary for proclamation.

Perhaps the Editorial had helped; the shopkeepers frequently complained,

if "Herald" Editorials be believed, of the dust in summer and mud in
winter which was carried into their shops from the Main Street.
And letters to the Fditor, like this one of 31 March 1865 were

about as frequent as editorials calling for town councils

"...0ut of the shopkeepers near the northern end of the street

has endeavoured to improve the footway outside his premises

by spreading a lot of large stones broken to anything but

the 234 - inch guage...Turning off the Main-Street, our olfactory
ith the odour arising from dead dogs,

nerves are assailed v . - X
pigs, goats, etec — very pleasant, Sir, just as one is going
home to dinner..."

n favour of corporation had been taken, it

Once the decision i
here was much dispute as to whether the

was not reversed, although t
mine, on the outskirts of the town, should be included in the
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proclaimed limits. The townspeople were strongly of opinion that

the mine should be included; but the Company were equally firm in

their resolve to stay out. A meeting at the end of Junme, 1865,6

resolved that the mine must be included within the town limits,

if there were to be a Corporation at all. The challenge thus laid

down was taken up; and a week later7 the "Herald" reported that:

"Ye are informed by Mr. (ldham that he has this moming

given notice to a numher of hands at the mine, with s view to
ultimately suspend operations in consecuence of its being under-
stood that the mine will be included in the Corporation. Mr,
0ldham says the mine has been sinking money during the rast
two years, and that it could not be carried on at all vhen

8o included. If it is the amount of rates which induces Mr.
0l1dham thus to act, we would point out that these would have
to be paid whether the mine was in operation or not; and in
other respects, as we have before seid, the Corporation are
not likely to seek to enforce strictly the observance of their

rules."
This was not successful. The South Australian Government Gazette of

13 July 1865 carried a proclamation by Sir Dominick Daly which set
the hounds of the new Corporation and eppointed Mayor and Councillors

in accordance with the petition which was first published a month

previously,8 ignoring william O0ldham's plea that Mayor and Councillors

had been improperly selected,
As a final gesture the Mine Company issued a writ against

9 and including the mine area within the

town.
the Corporation, alleging that the Yines area had been wrongfully
The action never came on

included within the town boundaries.
At a civie dinner

for hearing, being withdrawn by mutual consent.

celebrating the incorporation, a sreaker attempted to pou oil on

troubled waters by saying:
"At present the agricultural was the only in?erest (the

town) had to depend on, as their strenghold the mine was going
to be shut up under the influence of taxation; so it was seid,
but he hoped it was not going to be 80, &S he liked to see the
mining interest of the district kept up. The mine was a
good outlet for the farmer's surplus timbe
of district concils in the

r."

By comparison, establishment

Hundred of Kapunda and surrounding hundreds was simple. Instead
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of two-thirds of the residents heing required to sign the petition,
a mere twenty persons' signature could achieve the desire result.
There were no counter—petitions or pleas against proclamation; the
greatest dissension arose in the selcction of councillors, and it

might be noted that Mr. William Oldham was a councillor in the first

council for the Hundred of Kapunda.
The first serious business for the Town Council, and for the

District Council, wis the selection of a Clerk. A Mr, William
Prever held the position for both bodies; he received £175 per
annum from the Town Council, and £125 from the District Council.

But the town required him also to be Collector of Rates, Supervisor

of VWorks, and Inspector of Nuisances. The second business done

by the Councils was to decide upcn their expenditure - this before

any attempt ot assess the ratable value of the town or district.

Then, thirdly, a series of by-laws were passed. Just to look

at the matters which these by laws deanlt with tells us a gocd deal;

it reveals the things which were considered pressing enough by the

townspeople to warrant legislation. Set out in order, the by laws:

1. Provided standing orders for Council meetings.

2. Prohibited the sale of goods from the footpath.

3. Set out penalties for obstructing traffic in the
streets.

4. Regulated the driving of stock through streets.

5. Set out conditions for the sale of bread.

Go Regulated the storage of hay within tovm
boundaries.

7. Prohibited fires in the open.

8. Prohibited persons from congregnting so ags to
ohstruct a footpath.

9. Restrained the establighment of houses of

ill-fame within the town.

10. Iaid down conditions governing the slaughter of
small cattle within thetown.

11. Regulated nauseous and offensive trades.
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12. Regulated the keeping of pigs.

13. Set out conditions under which ashes and
rubbish might be dumped.

11, Prhibhited the ohstruction of footpoaths
by cattle or vehicles.

15. Prohibited the breaking-in of horses in
streets.

16. Prohibited the secrvice of mares by "entire
horses" in public places.

17. Provided for better observance of the Lord's
Day within Corporation bounds.

18. Prohibited furious driving.

19. Tnabled the council to collect fees for

licences .12
A town cirer was appointed, with a salary of £10 per year, with
He wos dispensed with after a visit by theDuke

‘miform provided.
That visit had two results;

of Edinburgh on November 6 1867.
firstly, it wa~ felt that the town had been sadly disgraced by a

breach of etinuette at the Civic Luncheon given in the Duke's

honour at Crase's Room (the largest room in the lsrgest hotel in

the t~vn). The "Herald" pass-d delicately over the subject by

reporting:
", ..the somewhat dubiocus honour of adding to the cheers
already given on the reception of the toa§t of 'The Duke
of Edinburgh' misiceal honoufg in the strains of 'For

He's a Jolly Good Fellow'."
The "Observer", reporting theincident, thought it to be in rather poor
t&ste.l4

This wos nothing to the storm which b
da snrent £40 on decorations

roke when it was revealed,

two weeks later, that the Town Council ha
gement by the Government.

for the visit, with no prospect of reinbhur
and collectively, were called

Council and Councillors, individually

It vas a close thing, and the Counci
But this was not enoughj

ft was £666 19s.,

on to resigm. 1 survived
the storm by reducing its expenditure.

twelve months later, the Towm Council's overdra
and it became necessrry to reduce the Town Clerk's salary by £50



Looking westwird across the Southern
of the town in 1880,

.




to £200 per ye&r.l6 This overdraft was largely due to the cost of

construction of a dam for the town's water supply; £1,000 granted
by the Government did not go far toward meeting its cost.17 But

in 1872 the Town Crier was re-instated. Peace and stability had

returned.

1. "Star", 17 March 1860.
2. ibid, 7 July 1860.

3. ibid, 14 April 1860.

4, ibid, 19 May 1860.

8. "Herald", 17 March 1&35.

8. ibid, 30 June 1865.

7. ibid, 7 July 1865.

8. S.A. Government Gazette, 8 June 1865.
9. ibid, 15 June 1865.

10. "Herald", 21 July 1865.

11. 7ibid, 28 July 1865.

12. ibid, 29 September 1865.

13. ibid, 8 November 1867.

14. "Observer", 9 November 1867.
15. "Herald", °2° November 1867.
16. ibid, 17 December 1869.

17. 1b1d, 28 June 1867.

18, 1b1d 3 Janu - ry 1873.
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Chapter VI

Law and Order

Beside the Councils, town and district, were the Courts -

and with the Courts, the Police. To a Eapunda resident of last

century, these w uld have been the expressions of government with

vhich he came most freauently in contact.

In 1842, the Commissioner of Police mede mention, in his

Annual Report, that:
",..there are no less then eight permanent Out Stations

besides a ninth (Captain Bagot's) vhere I have been
obliged to keep a party of men for a considereble time

past owing to the constant geressions of the Blacks
upon the Flocks of the settlers, who are so 1nsecure
without the assistince ~f the Police, that I am extremely

anxious to huve two_men permanently stationed in the

above direction..."

or of Aborigines in his repert

This was also the viewof the Protect
Just how long this outstation was maintained

for the same period.2
is uncertain, as there is mo record of its being removed.
The need of the district was mot only for pelice. It is
fifty miles to Adelaide from Kapunda, and local justices were

or even to administration.

vitcl to the swift dispemsation of justice;
lained to the

As late as 1851 a schoolmaster, Cooper Searle, comp
Colonial Secretary that he could mot get his returns ¢

as a Magistrate could not usually be found at the necessary time.
sary

ertified,

In 1844 and 1846 Captunin Bagot refused to take the oaths neces
for his appointment as a Justice of the Peace, stoting that he

believed that he should not be called upon to act because of his

But in 1848 he relented, and was Gazetted as
With the growth of the town, it became
and in 1850 Bagot suggested

other commitments.4
a J.P, for the district.

necessary to station constables there,
that lend could be taken from the then unsold section 1405 to
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provide for a police station and courthouse. He suggested that he
supply temporury accomodation for hoth police and court until somethin
N  sa o

more permanent was supplied.5 A minute on this letter shows that

the Commissioner of Police was strongly opposed to the suggestion

But three months later the same Commissioner (Dashwood) recommended

the expenditure of £500 upon the building of a police statiorn and

6
courthouse. Two months later we find thot Coptain Bagot had received

€97 16s. 0d. for rent of premises, and water supplied, to the Police 7
Two years later, when all Magistrates were required to submit

a return of ceses tried, ete. bhefore the courts, the Kagistrate

visiting Xapunda wrote to the Colonial Secretary:

"ocal Court House
Kapunda. March 25 1852

Sir,
report that I attended at Kapunda

for the purpose of holding the local court today but
found that no business cruld he done in consecuence of

the Clerk and Bailiff having both gone to the diggins (sic).
ularly Captain Bagot ¥.1.C.

The lccal Magistretes, and partic
O0ttora as a suitable person

Adesired to recommend bire. William
to fi!l the office of Clerk and I join in these recomnenda~-

tions - Mr. Ottara offers Capt. Bagot and Mr. William 01 dham
as his securities - which I need not say will be ample.
After anxious enquiry I have not been able to find

anyone willing to accept the office of Beiliff of this Court.
ers of the Kapunda Court ih a

I find the books and pap
wretched state of Confusion -~ sSo that it is impossille to
procure the informetion desired by your letter of the 19
n approximation.

Mardh 998/52. The following is &
The first court was held in August 1851 - the first summons
appears to have been issued July 3 1851.

Prel iminary Investigations
Tt eeccecsvcccsccncsore two

I have the honmor to

Criminal cases sent to Suprcme Cou
dismissed .CoaoD.lo.o.ooo-o..oobol'.'000000....... four
Summary Jurisdiction
ts of Council eeeceecroccsenvonees fifteen

Informations under &c¢
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Criminal trials, assaults, misdemeanours, etC. ....... ten
Drunkenness cocevececceecceceteosesesseecssssccnnanass three
Cases on civil Side eeveiereecerccneosenoocennnnenennn fifty three
I hrve the honor to be
Your Obt. Sevt.
Hon. B.T. Finniss, Horace Dean
Colonial Secretary Special Magistrate"8

Two yeurs later Dr. NDean was recuested to make another report
to the Colonial Secretary concerning the state of justice in Kapunda.

His letter expleins the circumstancess
"Angaston March 6 1854

Sir,

In answer to your letter of the ?7th of February 575/54
I have the honor to say that apunda a mining district
inhabited only by persons of a class not usunlly appointed
Justices, and the settlers for some distance arcund (with
but one exception) are of the same character.

I do not therefore know 'a gentleman in that district
qualified and villing to undertake the duties of a Justice
of the Peace.'

I hive the honcr to be
Your 0bt. Servt.
Horace Dean
Sp. Magt."S

The weight of these recommendutions must have diminished after the
revelations which appeared at a Court of Disputed Returns in

May 1857, when it was revealed that the Doctor's credentials were not
completely genuine. The need for Magistrates or Justices was met,
despite this 'etter, by appointments in the district; by 1860

there were eight Justices of the Peace in the district, and a

Court sat every week, with a resident Magistrate presiding, either

alone or with two Justices. One of the most availed—of duties

of the Justices was the holding of inquests - which were usually

reported in full in the loc~1 newspaper.
The police were often a butt for the wit of the newspapers;

or for their sarcasm, if there were any brezch of peace or decorum



in the town.

But some of this wis perhaps, to fill out spaces

his rep-rt, for instince, is typicals

"In Fridoy eveing a number of persons intruding
into the dressing-tents of Ashton's Circus, Police Trooper
{idney wus desired to interfere to kecep them off; +this
he did, and whilst engoged in so doing some cowardly
person threw a large, heavy bone at him, which struck him
on the hecd and so stunned him for the time that he could
not pursue the party, who immedintely took to his heels.,
The trcoper's he:d was much hurt by the blow, and we
regret that the perpetrator of the act has not been
apprehended."10

Perhaps this might be contrasted for content with a report which

appeared in the "Northern Star" some years previously:

"Three nymphs - the Ladies Moses, Armstrong and Yoods,
well known bad characters, were charged on Thursday last
with keeping houses of ill fame, and sentenced to six
month's imprisonment, with an additional twe months to

Moses for havin
P e Laurence."l

Is it indicative of the town thot the "Herald", with its style

% had a previous accuaintance with

of reporting survived, whereas the "Star" did not? Or is it that

the "Herald" gave the people what they preferred? Of course, it

is impossible to decide, on the evidence presented here. But the

"Herald'", never really outsnoken, did survive where the "Northern

Star" hod rone under.

"Worthern Star'.

1.
2.
30
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

S.AA.,
S Ay
S.A.A.,
S.A.A.,

oA Ay

A1027/1842.
A132/1843.
A214/1851.
A1104/1844
A1292/1846
A2431/1850
A527/1851
A1112/1851

A1048/1852
A755/1854

The "Herald" was more comfortable than the

Bagot to C.S.0.

Pagot to C.S.0.

Bagot to C.S.0.

Police Commissioner to C
Police Commissioner to C.S.
Nean to C.S.0.

Nean to C.S.0.

"Herala", 25 Aupust 1865.
"Star", 29 November 1862.
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Church, Institute, and Hewspaper Office; the
centres of the towns culture. n the left,
above the beer crates, the flour nill is
visible. - :
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ChaEter VII

The People's Effort

A heterogeneous community such as Kapunda and its distriet, can

give an indication of the adwixture of groups by the way in wvhich

the community organizes tc obtain some desired result; for example,

a hospital, an agricultural show, an Institute.

It is, inter alie, thesr three which will be examined in this
chapter. The last two represent less vit
in consequence of this they, like a Literay

al aspects of the life

of the community;
ss hand, can jndicate not only where the interests

Society or a bra
felt about associating with one

of residents lay, but also how they

another: whether social forces were inwards, binding the community

together; outwards, tending to disinteprate it; or whether their

nett effect was nil.
d first be drawn. Religious

approximately 15% Roman
of 6 Jews, 8 not specified,

Perhaps a map of jnterests coul
interests apportioned the district as

Catholic and the rest (with the exclusion
and 1 Mohammedan or Pagan) as Protestants. within this 85%, the
were Lutheransj;

Congregationalists (9%); the rest

greatest number (some 30%) next were Anglicans (25%),
“Yeosleyans (8%), Presbyterians (5%),
Throughout the di
centrated in one place, and it was by

rs had as much influence as they did.

were not committed.l strict, the principle occupation

woes forming; mining was con

this concentration that the mine
The distribution of notidénmal groups has been mentioned in an

earlier chanter. The raotio of men to women which showed a ma jority

res was reversed; im

of men until 1861, in succeeding census figu
e 190 more women than men, in a popul
65% of the people were fully literate;

1891, there wer ation of approx-—

imately 2,000. In 1871,

a

lower proportion than that of the entire state by about 5%.
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Previous to 1877, when the Primary School wns opened, all local
educ:tion wes derived from privite schools in the town or district,
run by licensed teachers, or the Roman Catholic parish school.

The populition wns becmoing more permanent, naturally enough;

in 1855, County Light had 402 houses of stone or brick;: 305 of wood:
2

and 245 listed as "other, and tents". In 1861 the township of

Knpunda alone recorded 397, 40 and 15 in each of these respedtive

categories. Of these hrick and stone houses, the greatest numher

had two rooms; ond when larger houses were built, they were usually

in the township.

One other thine makes Fapunda notakle.
State, outside Adelaide.2

It haed the two strongest

Companies of the Volunteer militia in the
The two Companies were the Mines Rifles and the Kapunda Rifles. There
was brisk rivilry between them.  The men were kept at the peak of
militury efficiency demanded of them, and could turn outy on the
alarm heingr sounded, fully dressed and equipped, within thirty

minutes. A srur to their specd was
arrived at the rallying point

which they took, in the

the publication of a list of

the order in which the militia men

after the alarm hod been sounded, and the times
(On one occasion it was recordasd that the alarm

"Kapunda Herald".
.15 p.m. hut would have been

had bren sounded at the late hour of 9
e cun vhose firing VRS the signal had been

earlier except that th
rammed full of earth, and several minutes

it.)?
Politically, the district wvas

were refnquired to c¢lear

not excentiond; the town wes

but usually perscnality

Protectionist and the district Free-Trade;
supervened over such matters, and we find men such as Bagot and Dutton

heing returned from the district over and a
It is not until 1884, and the Land Naticnalization

rreat strength in the district under Patrick
e "Kapunda Herald", that

gainst those who campaigned

on broad issues.

Society, which had
wvas then editor of th

}eMahon Glynn, who
e any great importance.

politics began to assum And even that soon



disappeared after Glynn had left the dirtrict; by 1890 no trace is
to he found in Kepunda of the Land Nationalization Society,
Doctors - medicn]l men = occupi~d a high position on the social

scale of the town and in its respect. The first Mayor of the town

was a Dr. Blood; he had some time nrevinusly been appointed a

Justice of the Pe:.ce, and there seems to have been great resnect

for his actions in thot capaciby by the "Kapunda Herala®, Perhaps

it vas only naturaly thot a doctor should have been a le:der in such
a small community, which was sufficiently isolated to be very depend-~

ent on him. Besidvs, he was obviously a man of substance and stand-
ing; he and his wile were survived on their death by twenty children.
Not even the local newspapers, whose editors could usually be

relied upon to find minor fault with neurly all local institutioms,

were at any time critical of the town's doctors, even though we
may guess by the time that some of these gentlemen remeined in

Fven when there was

the town that they were not of high cclibre.
ctor was mayor, there seems

criticism of the town council, and & do
dico from that criticism.

to heve been ccre toen to exonerrte the me
s some aura which surrounded

From this we may gather thot there wa
Aid not extend to such things

medicel prectitioners; an aura which

as hospitalization.

There is practicelly no evid-nce ths

attempt to establish & hospitel in the district, apart from an
In 1875, a Committee

{ there was any great

occasion: 1 editorial in a local paper.
1 for building funis for a hospitalj

was formed to undertake an appea
jbed by an edvertisement

and the stute of affairs is best descr

"The Observer"=’

vhich subsequertly appeared in

"Kapunda Hospital.
IPTIONS in eaid of

THE COMMITTEE beg to APPEAL for SUBSCR‘ 7 A
the proposed HOSPITAL, townrds which, in addition to
the muniricent gift of £250¢ from F.0. Dutton Fsa.,
£460 was promised at a Prelimincry Meetiny he]d.1n
Kapunda on May 10, which latter smount the Committee

It is confidently antici-

desire to incrernse to £1800.
pated that the amount raised will be supplemented to an

50.
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equal extent by the Government,

Subscriptions (Which m:y bhe prid in auarterly
instalments from June 1875 to December 1876, inclusive),
will be thenkfully received by the undersigned (who
will be happy to furnish any further particulars
required), or by ¥r. Andrew Thomson, Kapunda,

Treasurer

Jas, Flliot) . om S .

After the impetus of Dutton's gift had died, the Committee (who

had also been entrusted with the collection of funds for a recrea-—

tion grcund - Dutton had simultaneously with his promise of £2,500

for a hospitnl guaranteed £500 for that purnose) did nothing to

Dutton was then living in Fngland, where he was to

revive it,
, so that they were spared the

remain for the rest of his life
embarrassment of his presence.v Thet embarrassment might not be
which his gift bhad caused;
y two citizens of the

as grent as that for he had made it in

consecuence of a letter oddressed to him b

acting of their own volition. There was no

town, apparently
no-body replied when the "Herald"

controversy over the hospital;
supgested that £7,000 - £8,000
building, an? thet only £3,000

was too much to spend on Hospital

should he spent on building, and the

rest invested to provide

ment.8 Six months later a half-hearted attempt wos made to revive

interest, and another £600 promised. with this capital of £3,450,
Government, building was

augmented by an equal amount from the
the hospital was opened

A year later it wes completed;

commenc ed.
speeches and civic junketing

in 1878 to the eccompaniment of flowery
which accompanied every noteworthy occasien in
de, the actual work of organisation appears t
Andrew Thomson, the Treasurer,

the district.g When
analysis is mc o have

been undertazken by two people:
etaries (The other, Rev. J .M. Day,

and

James Elliot, one of the Se€r .
left the district three months after the appeal had opened.).

51.

a source of income for running the establish-
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And it wrs not until 1882 that the recrection ground was opened;

it was nomed Dutton Park - an honour unwittingly bought by the

largest donor tovards its establishment.

If this seems to show lac’ of insriration, it nales beside the

history of the fapunda end Light Asricultural Society. This grew

frow an Agricultural eont "loriculturel Society formed in 1862, Two

months nfter its formation, it held a Show of Produce; an event which

was repeated in the next year. Then the Society died. Two

years later an Agriculturel Society arose, an? spurred on by the

efforts of the "Kapunda Herald", it too held a Show. For four yeers

, until 1870, when the demise of the Society, if

the Show continued
1¢ It was not until 1873 that & group,

not in law at least in fuct.

led by the Rev. J.M. Day formed yet a
Like its predecessors, it proceeded

third society — the Horticult-
ural e¢nd Floricultural Society.
which, like their first attempts
by 1876 the "Herald"

In 1879
This Society
south of the old

almost at once to stage a Show;
wvas also a succesS. So were the next twog;

wvas agein complaining that interest had once more died.

the Kapunda and Light Agricultural Society was bhornm.

was so successful that it managed to
This was soon surrounded by a

Secure an area,

mines, some five acres in areae
's of barbed wire at the top above

stone wall (having two stran:

broken bottles set int~ cement as a deterrent for any who might try

to enter without paying) and a large hall puilt to cccommodate the
Subsenuently, a declin
led to the site being sold, and

tc Dutton Park.

"inside" exhibits e in interest, coupled
with an increase in district rates,
f the Society being transferred

off again" history reflects the

like the Committee which conducted the

s of the various Agricultural Societies

the activities o

This "on again,

snasmodic

interest which was shown.
Hospital Appeal, the Committee

were usually dominated by a few people who did all the work,

Annual Meetings of the Society do mot roveal any dissension about how

1
the Society should be run. 2
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Some in the community who were crncerned with the cultural life
of the town devoted their energies to the Institute, and its activities.

The Institute at hapunda was in the line of development of Mechanics

13 ., .
Institutes outlined by George Nadelj it included in its constitution

the intention thot it existed for "intellectual, social and moral
improvement". The main difference was that the movement in Eapunda
was some forty yewurs behind that in the rest of Australia as described

Some of the activities normally indulged in by Institutes

by Nadel.
This Society was

were first undertaken hy a Young Men's Society.

closely allied to the Congregational! Church; and this was occasionally

The principal activities of the Society

raised as an objection to it.
ganised, such as "Lights and Shadows of

were the lectures which it or

London Life" by a Mr. Townsend;
by the Rev. William Harcus. These meetings occured at four-weekly

intervils, as did most others in the country;
of moonlight when going home.

h bodies that it was impossible

or "An Hour with the Gipsies" recounted

they were arr:nged

so thut an nudience would be agsured

Vhen it appeurs in the minutes of suc
to arrange for a lecturer, it is probably because all available

hal teen engaged for that lunar period.
e-appeared from time to time.

Cultural groups appeared and r
The Kapunda Amateur Dramatic Society first ap

1865, and two months later successfully presente
Encouraged by success, they precduced

of the same year, and a third in November.

peared in April of
d "Time Tries All",

for a two night season.

another play in September

But this last play was poorly reviewed by the "Herald", whose critic

Nearly twelve

felt that insufficient work had gone imto it.
n (as the "Herald" chose

months passed before another "offering

to call it) was laid before the townspeople.
the "Herald" devoted space to a mention of

the play than to & description of a piece of the Atlantic cable
7
which somebody from the town owned. Thereafter, the Kapunda

They responded with

moderate enthusiasmj

Amateur Dramatic Society disappeared.

Two other societies are worth mentioning. (ne is the Phil-



harmonic Society, whose conductor was for some time the ubiquitous

William Oldham. Neither its rise nor its fall is catalogued; but

reports of concerts given by it appear at fairly regular intervals

between -1860 and 1890 in local papers. Its ~im was apparently to

present two performances a year, and it seems to have achieved this.

Probably the Society was largely a combined churches choir; so

that it required little coordinating effort, and its ahesion was

inherent in the constituent groups. Unfortunately, this suggestion

cannot be authenticated; if more information were available, it
would probably give a valuable insight of inter—church relationships.

The other gsociety to be mentioned is the Literary Society, which was

founded in 1872 under the auspices of the Institute. Its formation

is indicative of a resurgence of interest in such cultural matters

which attended the establishment of the Institute.

First interest in an Institute came in 1868,
two hundred persons, appointed a Committee to
By 1870

when a public

meeting, attended by
proceed with the erection of an appropriate buiiding.

approximately £200 had bea collected, and tenders were called
The foundation stone was laid

for the erection of a building.2”
and the Ingtitute

the acceptance of 2 tender,

within six months of 00
ine. The final cost was

was actually opened nine months later again.

The raising of the remainder

£471, of which F.S. Dutton donated £100.
was spasmodic and irregular; from time to time, the "Herald" recorded
g from functions such as concerts hy

small donntions, and proceed
ccassionally added to the fund. It

the Philharmonic Society werec 0
was 1873 by the time that the debt on the Institute vas finally

raid off.
¢ activity of the town and

A pattern, related to the ecomomi

district, can be found in this. when times were good — up to 1865 -
culturcl activities increased; probably because spending on such
metters also increased. DBetween 1865 znd 1870, when both mining

] off, so Aid culture. Then, 1870 and good times

and agricul ture fel



brought a resurgence of activity. People were more interested in

their nncirets than in their minds, culture could not flourish in

the shaofow of want.

1.

2.
3.
4.
S.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10,
11.

1o,

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19,
20.
21.
22,

Unless stated otherwise, the information in this chapter is

talen from the 1855 and 1861 Census figures.
vide Vormal Rolls of Volunteer Military Forces, 18£4-86, S.A.A.

"Herald'l 27 January 1865.
e.g. "Star", 19 May 1860.

"Herald", 15 May 1868,

"Herald", 12 ¥ay 1875.
21 May 1875.
"Herald", 10 May 1875.

ihid,
ibid,
ibid,
ihid,

=9

vide Minutes of the :

26 May 1875.
7 January 1879.
8 January 1871.

9 Januxry 1877.

\gricul tural Society, extant from 1882

onwards.
Australia's Colonial Culture, pp.111 et. seaq.

"Heralda", 25 August 1865.

ibid,
ibid,
ibid,
hid
ibid,
ibid,
ibid,
ibid,

-
=
=9

9 June 1865.

10 November 1865.
9 November 1866.
3 January 1873.
15 May 1868.

13 March 1870

14 October 1870
14 July 1871.

55.
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Chapter VIII

Conclusion

1. A Recapitulation

The history of Kapunda is, in broad outline, that of half-a-dozen
An opricultural centre, like Moonta or the

South Australia~ towns.

Burra, it achieved momentary prominence by virtue of the copper
discoveries made there: like those towns end Blinman, as soon as the

it reverted to an agricultural centre in a long-

ore was worlked out,
drawn-out death struggle to main

Many claims were made regarding Kapunda,
the value of the ore which was won and the fortune

many of these claims

tain its past glory.
the richness of the

ore from its mines,

remaining for a venturesome mining enternrise;
are apocryphnl, some deserve closer study. All of course, must be

examined to some extent.
The djstrict began with the Duttons and Bagots taking up land

nd Koonunga. Francis Hansborough Dutton

on what is now Anlaby &
uated in another place-name of the area)

(whose middle name is perpet

brought sheep overland from New South Wales in 1839 as a basis for

the flocks which were to cover some hundreds of saquare miles within
Three years later, near th

his brother found rich copper ore.
Men of similar

e site of the town which

four decades.
Within

was soon to spring up,
g Bagot's sons repeated the discovery.

dayg, one o
discovery one from the

interests, they w
other. Soon they had formed a syndica
the first green ore was sSeeénj the ore so obtained was assessed as

ere unable to conceal the
te to mine the area where

high in value, and a trial shipment was dispatched to the Swansea

sales in Wales, where it commanded a premium.
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New mining companies sprang up. I many of them, the names of

the directors were repetitive; but of the half-dozen formed, only

one can be said to have been successful. One of them paid the

record price forland outside the town area - a record which still

stands - of nearly £90 an acre, hut got no return of ore from its

purchase.

A new method of working became economic,
s from the relatively poor ground vhich had been

spurned in the earlier doys. In consequence, the diggings, already
~open cut vorkings, with a decreasing number

whereby acid was used

to leach copper ore

a honeycomb, became a semi
g am-unts of ore which were

of men necessary to win the dwindlin
the

Local smelting was unecomMomic ;

shipped to Port Adelaide.
g countryside of flammable

furnaces had denuded most of the gurroundin

timber before 1870.

Despite their temporary nature,
It was the railhead for som

into the country - a line, which
«ten the end of the Murray steamer

small perhaps,

the mines brought some lasting
advantages to Kapunda. e time of the

only line from Adelaide extending

vhen extended to Morgam, was to ha
of the latter part of the century. Industry ccmes

but feirly importent.

Rehind all this were the people
mines and farm

Corni

who worked the mines; the
people who were to worlk s in that and subsequent
They were a mixture; sh, Irish end Fnglish,

gen erc.tions.
Some of th

with a smattering of Germans.
y the Cornish.
encement of the Roman Cathcli

882 the Register of Births sho
The pumber from tien until

em ceme originally as
miners, especiall The Irish were the most prolific
race. From thecomm
distiict (1847) until 1

births to Catholics in the d
The Ge

emell colon

¢ records in the

wS Ssome 6,560

istrict.
rmans were almost exclusively farmers;

now is less than 3,000.
jes centered around a Iutheran

they were to he found in
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chapel, more narticulsriy toward the Barossa Valley where Angas had

established many of their kin. ¥ith the Cornish come the Primitive

Yethosist Church, soon te be followed by the Yesleyans and the

Galvation Army;: these were some of the links which helped to bind
Yapunda to other areas inthe states mines &t Blinman, Hoonta, the

Burra ond Sliding oc™ all drew upon the Fapunda Mines for their

worimen. The nearby apricultural area of Truro hed an obvious Jink

with the Cornish.

When did these people arrive? The population of the ‘town

continued to grow until the mid-1870's, when the recession in mining be-

gan to he felt. Legend has it that Kapunda had a population of

but this is obviously legend, for census
inaccuracies — do not support a claim

The number supported by town and

10,000 in its prime;

figures - even «llowing for
3,799,

for more than some 2,000 to
the town had the facilities (ranging

district approached 10,000;

from 14 hotels and a brewery to a gas works) to support a large
population within the boundaries either of the corporate town or of

the district. In the thirty years of growth, the tendency was for

the population to be composed larpely of & semi-migratory labouring

force, reinforced by an agricultural group, compose
As mining ceased, the miners

d of some labourers

and a large number of smnll farmers.
ing mines in another part of the

either moved away to one of the work

State, or to Bro%ken Hill, or beceme lebourers or small farmers

themselves.
The people had also to arring

children in a land which separated fa

e for the education of their
mily from family much more

The then current system

widely than they had previously Imown.
tion easier to some extent,

of tencher licensing must have made educt
in thet a teancher could set up & school wherever
Records of the district councils v
h Hundred contain reference to the schools which
either because

sufficient pupils
hich were
conld be found.

established in eac
were to be found at places throughout their realm;
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they recommended the licensing of the school, or because of the
perindic inspections made by members of the council. These inspec—
tions invuriebly were reported in the minutes, with the notetion
that the school "was found to be exemplary in every respect, and

thet the examinntions conducted by those visiting had shown that

the children were receiving adequate instruction", This desvite

the Tact thit in one case at least, the inspectors included the

chairmen of the council, who had difficulty in signing his name, let

alone snelling it the same vay on two succesive occasions. But

conditions such cs this were net exceptionmal in South Australian

In 1877 the township of Kanunda

country districts at that time.
the land

had a large school established within its boundaries,

heing donated by e townsman. A technical school assnciated with the

South Australian School of Nines (as it then wa
et those who wished could continue

s) was set up in 1891,

although it was not until 1907 th
with a secondary educztion thet wes not "technical™ in nature, when
a "cortinuation class" was established in the primary school. In
1915 jurisdiction over the technical school was transferred to the
ool was established in

Fducation Department, and in 1921 a High Sch

"Eringa", the old home of Sir Sydney Kidman.

organised church activity is not evident until

Generally speaking,
ahout the 1848 — 1850 period, when the two largest factions, the
Roman Catholic Church and the “esleyen Methodists established themselves
£ these wns able to maintain in clase

in the area. The first o
the parish wa< centered upon

proximity two large establishments;
two assistants lived during

St. Nose's ot Kapuhda, where a priest with
womens' reformatory was

the Jatter part of the century, and a
4 earlier churck at St. John's,

estabhlished ncar the Catholic cemetary an
s to the south-east. Methodism vas first precched by

some four mile
1849 that o church was

the “esleyans in 1846, but it w.s not until
and rercined as one of the

esteblished. The “esleyars prospered,
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largest groups until the merger. They built a ‘arge church, capable

of seating about 1,000; it was commonly full to overflowing at times

up to the 1920's, Anglicans are on ahout the seme footing as other

denominations, suéh as Luthcrans, Congregationalists, and Baptists.
They are Adistinpuished, wit!: the Roman Catholics in that they very

early established their own cemetery; & privilege removed from the

Methodists (who used their church yard in the centre of the town until

prohibited by the Corporation after public agiation) in the 1880's.

Lutherans are to be found meinly in the outlying areas of the district,

such as Bethel, where they have established small chepels, which are

still, as initially, in the circuit of ministers from the Barossa Valley.
The Congregationalists owe & lot to the support from some of the
s and those families who felt that

larger ™middle-class" landowner

this w:s tiie closest substitute for Pre
pe in number and a fairly wealthy congregation,

sbyterianism to be found.

Baptists, fromheing l&r

have deteriorated until, at the last census,
g the relative sizes of churches,

there are eight left

in the town. VYhen considerin
from time to time relative to

it is helnful to consider their size
and their own history.

n the 1860's; a District
shed in 1866, following

both the population of the district
Local pgovernment was established i
Council for the Hundred of Kapunda was establi
hment ~f the Corporaticn of the To
¢t Council was subsequently to increa
n at the exnense of other smaller councils who
The

on the establis wvn of Kapunda in

1865. The Distri

se the area

under its jurisdictio
f a large nost town in their area.

had not the advantage ©
w that they were not very distinguished

records of these councils sho
ion was limited, setting what was to

in that the scope of their act

become the norm for South Australian 1
cted with education mentioned earlier,

jth the roads within their boundaries;

ocal government. Besides the

incidental matters conne

they were moinly concerned v
f their time and money being ta

to replace those which had been laid out to

isi ken up with the
a surprising amount o
estublishment of new roads

run in impossible places - such as up near-sheer cliffs, or along
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the heds of watercourses. Twven thrugh these useless roads vere

sold, cnd the revenue from their s@le was available to the council,

their uselessness coused their marizet velue to be low. And where a
better clnss of land was included in the closed road, the natural

horgse-trading ability ~f the farmers concerned assisted them to keep

the rrices of such land low. Other functiens than road maeking and

repairing were usually incidental to the Council's function, and
were handled either by sub-committees (such as the Board of Health)

or by council representation (e.g., on the Nistrict Hospital Board).
The result was that this, as with many councils, tended to become a

ution, with only spasmodic interest being shown.
oughout nineteenth

the Institute

forgotten instit
The movements for selfbetterment found thr
century Australia found their exnression in Kapunda in

The main function of the Institute

which was founded in 1872.
r its members lectures of a stimulating

was originally to arr:nge fo
this was reinforced by the provision of a

and improving naturc;
1 of its life, the Institute never hnd any

lending library. Puring =l
more members than did thet of th
miles to the southwest towards Gewler.

said to have been very prominent in the
and the Institute building which

t Memorial Hall in 1925,

e district of Ashwell, some twelve
The district cannct be

promotion of movements which

do not hive a "practical" value,

was erected in 1873 become the Soldiers
y Adefunct Committee

thus discharging the responsibility of the nearl

d to the inevitable pilliard room - the only one

to do more than ten

to be found in the town.
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2., Review

This work haes deanlt very briefly with the establishment of a town
in the mid-North of South Australia. This middle pesition applies
other than geopraphically; for the town is not extreme in anything

% i iy .
Economically, it is not, and never has bcen extremely rich; its

preatest riches cnme from mining, and they were not great when

considered alongside the other great mining towns of the time,

Burra-Burra and Moonta. There were never as many people at Kapunda

as there were at these other two places.
But it is not extreme in other - perbaps more significent - ways,
either. For instance, why is it that the miners of the distriect

seem to have made little effort to have a system
a that it could, for many

of small leases

The ore was so rich at Kapund
gsingle men or
Ling near the surface

introduced?
small syndicates.

years, have been worlked profitably by

Fven after the mines closed, tributers wor

were able to cet a subsistence return.
Part of the answer to this cuestion is that there is s definite

paucity of records of that time and place-
number of miners in the district anyway.

Another part is that

there were not a very large

¢r again, it is possible that th
so thet the

e men, working tut-work or tribute,

were well enough rewarded re was a diminution of their
desire for freedom of enterprise.

But this question is inlicative of wha
and that is, en absence ©

record or tradition of dissatisf

t seems common to the
town ond districts f large issues. There is

not in the town any
but it is the controversy of the times.

a time of activity in all the affairs

action. Con-
troversy, yes; When the
times were prosperous, then was
1865, following a high

al government
blished or made marked steps

of the town. production of copper and good

seesons saw the advent of loc
e churches were esta

in both town and district;

at about the same tim
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toward coensolidation. Cultural life bloomed - the flower may have

been small, but it did flourish briefly - and generally the town

exnanded.
Came four lean years, of low copper production, of low rainfall

and consequent poor crops, and the town contracted within itself.

The societies Tor the cultural comfort of those so far removed from

major centres of civilization disapveared. The Town Council ran
into an overdraft with the bank. Then, with the resurgence of
both mining and agriculture, ceme another group of notable events;

foremost among them are the estab) ishment of a hospital and an

Institute.

It appenrs, then, that the activity of the town in general is
reflected hy the wealth of the community. It is onlv to be
expected that this must be so; for a community which is poor cannot
undertcke to huild churches, an Institute, or a hospital.  But
might it also he exnected to lose interest in its dramatic and
literary societies? It appears frem Karunda's history that it did;
but whether this is for reasons of poverty,

it will toke o much more intensive study than this.
the attitudes of churches,

or not, is undecided;

dther factors

for instance,

may have to he considered;
and the collective feeling of

the population movement of the town,
the district toward the individuals vho usually represented these

movements - in the public eye at lenst - are very important.

The people who lived there wer

e certainly not radical. They

were contented and gelfsufficieht, conforming to a common enough

pattern of South Australia's rural areas.
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Appendix I:

Section No.

Land sold et July, 1846 auction of lots near Kapunda Mine

Size (acres)

Price (total)

Purchaser

%*

1400

1401
1402
1403
1404
*¥1405
1406
1407

1408
1409
*1410
*1411
1412
*1413
1414

1415
*1416
1417

1418
1419
1420
1421
*1422
14923

1424
1425
1426

1427
1428

1429

Deposit

80

80
806
80
96
119

80

80
82
1°3
95
109
143
83

102
104
86

93
a0
80
80

79
105
100
100
84
83

74

£7100

1080
400
500
350

3016

not sold
215

202
400
130
£95
121
2001
240

300
321
194

249
152
200
296
151
200

200
3005
1600

not sold
2000

4400

1s. od.

Anstey, Collier,
& Todd

do.

do.

do.

do.

Bagot

Anstey, Collier,
& Todd

do.

do.

Bagot

do.

do.

do.

Anstey, Collier,
& Tedd

Bagot

do.

Anstey, Collier,
& Todd

do.

do.

do.

do.

Bagot

Anstey, Collier,
& Todd

do.

Chambers

Anstey, Collier,
& Todd

Anstey, Collier,
& Todd
do.

forfeited, and purchase not completed

Stocks

Stocks

Stocks

Stocks ' ‘

Stocks f )

Stocks

Stocks 1‘ 1

.
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KAPUNDA MINE.

Plan showing position of Shafts, Open Cuts, and Lode-outerops.

SCALE—4 cnams. TO | inct.

=

NOTE.—Positions of Shafts taken from Plan furnished by the Mine Proprietors.
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KAPUNDA MINES :
LONGITUDINAL SECTION AND PROJECTION
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TABLE 1.
KAPUNDA MINE.
PRODUCTION STATISTICS.

Assay, per cent

0

Price
Year Giross weight Copper ¢ Gross value Remarks
! High(-st‘ Lowest , Mean Highest Lowest
i Tons cwt. qr.! ‘ I Tons cwt. qr. Ib. £ s. d. £ s do £ s d.
Part 1.
1843.47 ... .. 3.659 0 o —- — 23-30 897 0 0 0 —_ — —
1848 ... ... .. B0 0 0 - - 24-44 221 0 0 o — —— —
1849 ........ L6875 0 o — — 26-82 472 0 0 0 — — —
1850 ........ L6000 — — 23-34 431 0 o0 o — — — Worked by discoverers and  smuall
1851 ........ C3508 00 - i - 1694+ 640 0 0 o — — — local syndicates
1852 . ... .. 818 0 0 — — 1817 156 0 0 o ; — —_ —_ .
- 1853 ........ i 435 0 — — | 2070 98 0 0 0, — — —
1854 ..., \ WHOO00 — 0 — 19575 a0l 0 0 o — — | —
18556 ........ 2,640 0 0| — | — 18.72 i 496 0 0 0 — . — | —
1856 ........ 2731 0 01 — 0 L 1730 1 498 0 0 01 — : — —
1857 ........ 4013 0 0 \ — i — 1430 I 574 0 0 0 — : — — i
i : i !
C Totals .. | 22074 0 0| — L — 1 — Tee 000 T o
Part 2. g\ l\"
1858 ........ ‘ 3,143 0 0| — — L 19-00 600 0 0 0 — — 55,641 7 7 < :g
1859 ........ I 3,03 0 0 o= 12260 687 O 0 O — — 60,939 11 6 o x
1860 ........ L3153 0 0y — I — 9900 694 0 0 0 — — 61,815 4 9 | Worked by Kapunda Mining Com- m
1861 ........ 3208 0 0f — | 4 Y750 587 9 0 0O | — : — 56,470 12 0 pany, formed in London & Z
862 ........ 2926 0 01 — 1 ! 16-25 \ 478 0 0 0 | — : —_— 43,8905 9 8 RV
1863 ........ I 3,516 0 0: — ‘1 — ‘ 17-50 1 622 0 0 0 — — 61,781 1 4 -~
1864 ........ | 3214 0 0° — | __ 1850 | 59 0 0 0| — 1 — 149,279 16 6 Ve
1865 ........ \ 2,391 0 0 b= = l 2000 ' 478 0 0 0 ] — | — 37,971 7 3 = \ )
Totals... | 24677 0 0! — | | _ {4129 0 o 0| — i — ' 42779410 7| g T‘
- 2= 9900 = 1 — 4279410 7! e .
n
2

v

Wik



TABLE I.—continued

Assay, per cent Price )
Year Gross weight T v Copper | 77| Gross value Remarks
Highest | Lowest | Mean Highest [ Lowest
Tons cwt. qr.l | l J Tons cwt. gr. lb.I £ s d l £ s d £ s d |
Part 3.
1866-69 .. .., Ore and precipitate exported to England—Estimated value ........ ... £63,000 0 0
1869 ..., .. .. 4 0 0 ’ — — - 27 8 1 6 013 4, 013 4 1,831 0 0 Price per unit
870 ... ... Liss 6 3| — — = 372 3 1 22 013 6. 013 0 24419 14 3§ ‘
1,73 S 1,667 4 2 - - | = ' 432 15 3 25 0 14 104 012 6 29575 12 7
1872 . ... L762 0 1 —_ —_ [ - 1 28519 2 9. 1 1 6- 017 0 26246 17 0
1873 ........ Log4 9 2 — — Po— ' 32 3 313 i 018 0 015 9 27,501 17 6
874 ..., 1,630 12 3 — - i = } 280 6 323 017 3% 014 104 22364 3 1 Worked by private Scottish company
1875 ..., ... 1,356 19 1 l — — - 248 4 110 016 6, 013 7 19,302 11 ¢, leasing mine from Kapunda Mining
1876 ........ L609 o 1 ‘ — —_ — 1 282 20 125 ; 015 11} 013 9 2153 811 Company
o 1877 ... .. 1,380 7 0 [ -, — 30212 111 0 14 114 012 3 20433 13 3
1878 ... ..., 405 8 0] — - = 108 4 019 012 113 011 9 6,765 8 11
1879 ...... .. 10214 0 — —_ = ' 14 15 218 013 3 010 9 947 11 3
Totals ... | 13148 19 11 — — — 268010 015 — — 26392118 6
Part 4.
1880 ........ 25115 0 37-0 10-0 [ — ] 43 17 221 014 9 011 6 2842 4 111 Price per unit
Issl ... ..., o2 19 o 33-8 ' 25 0 — " 20 14 2 26 | 014 0 011 6 1,283 14 1
I8s2 ... 48 0 0 37-0 13-5 |- 3212 1 14 ‘ 014 3| 012 9, 219 3 3
1883 .. ..., .. % 7 0 } 58-4 11-3 | 18 5 022 012 9 011 3 Loy 8 8
1884 ... ... 107 7 0 580 10-0 — 22 8 224 011 0 0 9 6 D P 0 b S
1885 ... .. ‘ 817 0! 370 185 l — 26 2 0 0 9 0| 0 8 6 104 16 o
1886 ........ [ 9 2 00 43 7 393 | — 310 316 ! 0 8 0, 0 7 6 “ 133 14 6
IS87 ... 2017 0 436 | 178 1 5 2 227 014 0 07 9] M4 02 6.
I8S8 ... .. 016 00 425 | 114 | — 16 6 2 27 014 1| 012 9 1,159 0 5
IN89 ... ! 5419 0 460 0 125 0 — 1020 112 013 3! 0 8 0 635 18 9 . Production from shallow shafts by
1890 .. ..., i 2313 v 375 1 163 1 — 411 017 . 012 6| 09 6: 27119 6 small groups of miners
Carried ‘ J i i ;
forward. ... | 879 6 0t — - i — 180 12 0 10 | — — | 11,160 1 2

y P 1




Assay, per cent

TABLE .. continued

Estimated

Price
Year Giross weight Copper i Gross value Remarks
: Highest  Lowest  Mean Highest | Lowest
| Tons ewt. qr. Tons ewt. gr. 1h. £ < d £ s do! £ soodl
Brought s \
forward ... | 870 6 0 — - — 180 12 0 10 — — l 1,160 1 2
\ ‘
1801 .. ...... \ 3016 0 450 70 — 6 0 126 010 9 09 31 33016 o
1802 ..., 53 03 0 338 15-2 - 1319 2 14 09 3 08 9] 653 6 0
1893 ........ S8 11 01 35 112 — 1714 1 2 0 9 3 0 8 91 8l 0 ¢
804 ... 49 2 1 3835 11-5 - 1117 112 08 6 08 1 450 4 4
1895 ... ..... 438 0 302 03 10 3 3137 0 9 ¢ 07 901 439 419
1896 .. ... .. 3 04 0! 278 18 . — 616 1 15 0 9 9 009 11 3% 5 9
1897 ..., 3001 2 280 120 10 14 2 23 010 0 09 sk 544 8 3
1898 . ....... 30 5 51 290 13 | — 319 1 20 011 o 010 23 269 9 11
1899 .. ... .. 850 30 370 85 | — 13 16 3 27 015 8 014 3| 1,054 5 4
1000 . ....... 3204 20 300 85 1 415 210 015 74 013 9 348 18 0
1901 ........ 2906 01 240 15:0 — 51 3 5 66 2 ¢ 38 0 0 328 1 3| Price per ton
1902 ... ... 15613 21 320 ¢+ 92 ' 26 0 326 5817 6 49 3 9 1,366 4 8
1903 .. ..., 168 9 1 473 94— 28 15 3 17 6215 0 52 3 9] 1,626 12 10
1 S, 109 6 3 48 . 90 | 23 7 122 65 10 0 5510 0| 1,38 5 ¢
1905 .. ...... 107 5 21 394 0 94 18 2 022 78 17 6 64 7 6! 1,300 8 10
1906 .. ...... 146 3 3! 4009 1 g3 — 23 3 213 101 0 0O 76 0 0| 2085 6 1
1907 ........ 3310 25 198 110 — 411 2 6 10412 6 97 2 6 474 11 o
1908 ........ 23 1 3 188 110 — 3 8 3 7 60 10 0 55 7 6 213 5 10
1909 ..., 53 2 1 295 83 — 915 2 2 5710 0 56 0 0 623 8 5
1910 ........ 40 5 3 240 | 146 1 . 716 3 3. 5516 3 517 3 9 433 12 7
1911 .. ... 8 8 0 204 ° 172 | — 115 3 7 — 5117 6 92 17 11
912 ... 610 27 255 | 183 | 1 5 31 6 2 6| 6813 0 | 96 13 8 ‘
Totals .. | 2273 9 1! _ — . 433 5 0 5! — | — l 26,419 8 6‘
Grand 3 ' i \
totals . | 66,600 0 0 — — 13340 0 0 | |

Nore—2lcwt. to a ton.

|
|
\
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TABLE 1II.
EAST KAPUNDA MINE,
PropreTioN STATISTICS,

; !

) |
| Assuy, per cent : Price | i
. | o o - b |
Year Gross weight | \ ‘ Copper i } Gross value | Remarks
| ‘ Highest | Lowest = Mean . Highest Lowest ! |
" Tons cwt. qr.; ! Tons ewt. gqr. 1b. £ s d. £ sod ! £ s d.
I874 ........ 7412 0 435 4-5 — 816 225 017 3 015 0 717 8 10 ' Price per unit
1875 ........ 401 10 0 209 5-3 —_ 36 3 0 2 016 3 015 9 2,808 0 o R
1876 ........ 7290 0 ‘ 21-5 58 — 517 215 ¢+ 015 9 013 9, 442 17 1+ Worked by East Kapunda Mining
1877 ... ... ‘ 1517 0 | 163 6-9 — 110 2 7 014 0 013 6| 106 15 0! Company
Totals .. | 564 6 0! — . — 52 5 321 0 — — 4165 109
1900 ......., ' 5 4 0 23-0 85 — 014 323 — 013 11° 520 3 . Price per unit
1901 ... .. 21 14 2 243 13-0 — 2 9 216 67 12 6 Al 5 0 229 12 0 . Price per ton
1902 ........ ! 720 3 39-3 19-0 — 111 219 55 3 0 53 12 6 88 17 8
1903 ........ 014 3! ©285 — 0 3 22 — 55 10 0 1072 Worked by tributers and gougers
1904 ... .. 6 6 3 ‘ 23-0 17-4 — 1 4 110 64 17 6 A6 26 34 05
18905 ........ 28114 31 412 | 156 — 6 17 3 10 %05 0 64 7T 6 489 4 3|
1806 ... ... 26 14 3| 290 | 88 — 311 114 98 5 0 8 5 0 307 3 6
1907 ..., .. 129 1° 176 11-2 — 113 2 5 M 5 0 5T 6 101 0 6
1908 ... .. I1'18 3! 360 ' 146 — 2 2 0 3 5515 0 5 7 6 112 2 1
Totals .. 12113 1' — — 20 5 014 — — 1,463 11 10
irand ! .
totals . 685 19 1 — — — 7211 0 7 — 5,628 13 7 Incomplete record

NOTE—2lcwt. to a ton.
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TABLE III.
SOUTH KAPUNDA (HILLSIDE) MINE.
PRODUCTION NTATISTICS,

Assay, per cent

Price
Year Gross weight . Copper (iross value Remarks
Highest - Lowest | Mean Highest Lowest
Tons ewt. qr. Tons cwt. qr. Th, £ osod £ s ..

1864 ... 255 12 0 36-5 85 1 — 3613 1 5 1 09 0 16 } 2 Price per unit
1865 ... ... 156 1 0 33-0 0 — 1815 3 3 017 7 0 15 5 9 Worked by South Kapunda Mining
1866 ........ 3 7 0. 313 83 1 — 420 123 017 64 013 30 Company
ISB7T ... 18 10 0 333 125 — 219 318 015 6 014 51
1868 ........ ; 36 14 0 — | — 5318 3 1 315 2 8

Totals .. 510 2 0, ! . — 69 4+ 0 22 —_ O 3RIN 168
1884 ..., 9 0 0 — 26-3 — 2 4 314 013 9 154 3 5 Price per unit
1888 ..., 519 0 425 . 292 — 2 0 112, — 013 9 141 19 4
1889 ... 18 7 0! 268 12:0 — 3 3 3 8 — 010 3 163 9 9
1892 ..., 25 5 0. 290 . 193 — 5 3 125 0 9 0 0 8 9° 2%0 0 7
1893 ... 10 4 0 286 58 — 2 8 0 1 09 3. 0 8 9 121 10 6
I8O4 ... 4 8 0 302 -+ 260 1 3 3217 0 8 73 0 7 9. 00 1
1896 ........ 411 0, 223 ' 185 — 019 1 4 0 9 73 0 9 2, 4119 9
1899 ... 710 3 : 240 117 . — 1 6 120 015 8 014 8! 103 2 5
1900 ........ 3 4 3, 308 85 | — 118 3126 015 13 014 0 102 14 11

Totals 94 6 21 — — 20 6 019 — 5 — COLIes 00
1906 ........ 42 20 3 354 | 8-0 — 510 2 9+ 101 0 O I 8112 6 \ 511 4 8 ! Price per ton
1907 ........ 46 17 0 209 6-6 412 226 104 12 6 l 92 7 6! 454 12 1
1008 ........ 513 3, — 155 017 018 — i 60 5 6| 51 13 11 |

Totals .. 9 9 2 - — . 1018 125 — l — w‘ 1,017 10 11 '

1
Grand i | | !
totals . 699 18 0 — — | 100 8 3 0. — ‘. L 6,004 8 4 Incomplete recor(ll
n VNOT;‘:——Act;ml prod

uction estimated to be more likely in the

vicinity of 1,000 tons, valued at £12,000.

illcwt. to a ton.
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/4PPEND/X l/

PRECIPITATE PRODUCED AT KAPUNDA MINES.

Copper

Tons cwt. qr. Ib.

|
|
|
_[
l
1

B | i Assay

Year |  Gross weight —————

' ! Highest | Lowest |

Tons cwt. qr. | Percent ! Per cent ;
1869 36 3 0 61-0 ‘ 281
1870 ... 33814 1 | 628 57-1
1871 i 240 0 2 80-0 | 616
187 i 51 7 1 | 738 i 348
1873 i 13515 0 | 183 | 488
1874 91 16 1 80-0 24-0
1875 i 11 1 8 | 813 258
1876 .| 120 8 1 | 822 352
¥1877 . 176 12 3 845 33-6
1873 } 87 0 2 | 842 346

Totals.. | 1,408 16 2 | |

16 18 1 13
178 10 0 10
144 11 38 18

32 16 0 ¢

97 1 2 8

78 5 1 18

82 12 0 O

82 6 2 11
120 5 1 5

63 4 1 9
905 7 2 13

|
|
|
|
|12 11k
|

Price

Highest ’ Lowest

s d. d. f
— |13 &
13 6 |13 0 |
14104 | 12 6
18 38 (17 6 I
1711 |16 6 |
17 3% | 14 10%
16 3 |15 11}
15113 | 14 0
14113 |12 0
1211411 9

I
|
“ Gross value

8. d

1,127 16 8
11, 751

o

o

©

[
DFN'IQOO\QNW

'

DICK/NSOA/,
Oe crr,



Appendix VI: Average copper prices for decade.

1831-40
1841-50
1851-60
1861-70
1871-80
1881-20

1891-1900

£91
£85
£107
£84
£76
£58

£53

Prices are for refined metal, in London.

Source: H. Brown, The Copper Industry of South Australia...p.14.




Tasre V.—Showing the Narroxariry of the Peorre, together with the Dare of ExTERING the Coroxy, living in each CorromraTroN, DistRIct Couxcir, &e. (exclusive of
Unenumerated and Migratory Population and Aborigines)— Continued.

4

Jl

Born. in British Dominions. ’ Born in Foreign States. i
Total i | Bornet | Unspeci-
Inhahbitants. X - Oth Sea. fied.
Year of entering the Colony. Ama. Victoria. X\e“w_lslg:.!h O;Ege:;;gzl-x En&:ﬂ;md l Scotland. 1' Ireland. ‘ France. Germany. Ciuna. c(l;‘orei:‘;\
b | | untrics. |
M. F. M, F. M. F. x | w N, P M. F. M | F '_ M| F | M. | F N | P M | E| M lr. N T | M, | P,
‘ | i | i \—— i S e i e e
HUNDREDS (Continsed). | ‘ : - , | i
i - .
BReuarwper CouNTy GAWLER ] | ‘ [ ‘
(exclusive of Districts)— || o
1836101840 ........... 9 s — | — | — [ — =] =] =1~ 5 3 3 1 il 1= =l = | = [=t=t = Pslsst=les
1841 to 1845 . ......... 7 44 — - - | - 2 1] - — 4 1| — | 1 1 == = — === 1=- =
184510 1850 .. .... ... 14 12 -t - | — | 1| | === 8 3 3 4 1, 3 —| — 2 1 == —[l~ | =}=1]=}=
1851001855 ................ a1 B — | - | =1 — | = 1| — of 12t gt w| B nf—-|—=| = === 1j==1=]=]=
1856601860 .............. 1| 6f — | —| =1 = 1 = | = 3 1 1l | sl z2fi—|—| 2| = ===}~ {=|=|=]=
1061............. S80660s R — — — — — — — - - = — —_ — —_ ] - ;_1__ - SICS () SRS NPURN (U PSS ([P (AR g
Births ...... cevereeenn | 46| 48| 46| 48| — | — | — —Zl=F = =1l === WF=1=I = | o= lesfellemt — il = [l=sfts=c]} =
Unspecified ........ =|l=0 =1 =1ll=-7-1- === =1=1l =l =l = =1 =l =1 = F=p=ll =1 = == ll==sbi=] ~
Total .......... n7| w08 46| 48| — 1| 3] 1| 1| — | 20 2of 1| 10| 0| wsf—|=| 4| 1|=|=|1|~—|=|=]=|=
MooRooOROO— |
183601840 ....oviennene | 81 T — ‘ —|=1=l=1-=-1|-=1|- af 2] 2l 2| = | =1l=|=| 2| 3 — =1 =1 == =] —
1s4lw1§£ 2| —f = - -~ = =|=|=|=]|=|=]=|=|=1]=|=] 2| = =l=|=ki=1=-F=]—=
18460 1850 ............... |l 2l — | —| - | —| = | —|=1= 71 4] — 1| — | = 1l=|—=] 10 =l===-1=]=|=]|=
1861 t0 1855 .. | 27 — ) — | — 1 — 1} = 7 7] — 4] — 1l —=]—1] 20] B|=]=]1|=] 1] 1|=]—
1656 to 1800 __ . 2| 1) — | — | — | = | — | — | = | = 3 2| — | — 2 2 —| =] 19| 14 =l—]—-l—| ===
1881, ....... — - =] === === - | = = = = === = | = === =|=|=]=]|=
Birthis ... 34 43 34 43| — — — - | = | = — = - - — | === - — | = — == =]==
Unspecified . . [ 501 — —_ — — — — — — — — - — — — | — | — 5 5| — —_ == ===
120 12| 34| 43| — I = | = 1] — a1 | 15 2 i 2 3l == s8] 42| =|=| 1|=0 1| 1]—=]|=
BELVIDERE— I
1836t0 1880 ~.......ooeeeenen | 30| 18 — | — | — | — | — | — | — | — 6 5 1 1| 10 5 —1—1 13 TN e bt —it — | =} — }'—
1841 to 1845 ., 17| 0| - | - = |~ -1 === 1 2| — | — 6 1/ —|—1] 10 6| — — k= ===
6101850 _.............. . 08 19l — |~ | — | ~ | = === 16| 12 5 4| 28| 29| — | —| 32| 84 |— ‘ 1|—-]|—=]—
WEIWIBES ......oooieen.. | MM 19| — | — | — | — | — ] — | - | — 12 5 3 1 61 68 || — | — 94 85 | — | — | U [ [ e
%wu« ciestivizinieaes | 103) 9l — | — | — 1| — | = =1 = 7 2| = 1| 39| 20| —|—| 7| 6| —|—=| | 1] —|—=]|—=|—=
1 2ff — | = -1~/ =1-=-]=1= 1| = =1 -] = 1| ~|—| = 11— =~ — == - b=
Births ... ... 243 ) 230 23| 230 — | - | — | — | - | = | = | = | = | = | =] === =] = |=]=|=|~|-]|=]~]|=
Unspecified ... .......... 3| 2ff = | - —~-|—=|=1=|=-|=|=|-]-|- 1 1f—|— 1| — |=|=|=|=|=]=| 1]
Total .......... | 651 | 695 243 | 230 | — 1| = | = | = | = 43| 26 9 7| 15| 18— | — | 207 194 | — | = 1[ 2 2]~ 1] 1
| !'_—l_ ) | 1
GiLRERT— | | Ii | I !
o N |
1836 to’1840 ...... 63| i — | — | ~ | — | — ‘ — 1] — | 3¢ 22/ 1 Tl ef—|—|—| — |_,— — = 1= =|=
$1t0 1845 . ....... ] ol — | == === 1 2 o 12| — | = | = | = I=|=] = " [ [ Sy B (el I I I
1860 ...ooouenunnnee M3 118 — i — | — 1 1 1 2| 3= 66| 51| 13 7] 80| 35 1 \ 2| e8| 1| —|=| 2]~ |— 1,— -
207 | w2l =— | — 2l — | — 1l — 1| 82| e! 38l 31f 61! 660 —|—=1 28] 238/ /"1 !l—]—|~|="<=

LienT—

1836 to 1840 .. ..
1841t 1845 .... -..........
1846 to 1850
1851401855 ................
1856 to 1860 . .
1861

9] 6| — | — - = | . -
af 1| — | =] =] = === =] = 2| 1 —
328 290 a8 | 20| — | — | — | — | — “H=1=0=F=5i-=1—-l-
8 3 — —_ — | 1 — | = 1| — | 4 1 1| — - 1 —
862 713 38| 290| 3. 3| 2. 2! 6 2271 163| 72| S0 147 1420 1

Karuxps (Towship of)—

1836 to 1840 ............ vews
1841t0 1845 ,, ... ..... o ees
1846 to 1850 _...............
1851 to 1855
1856 to 1860 ...
1861

Kapuspa (exclusive of Town-
ship)—

1836 to 1810 ... ... suusuen
1841 to 1815
1846 to 1830
1851 to 1855
1856 to 1860 ... .....ccueuen
1861

Jrin CreEpx—

1836 to 1840
1841 to 1845
1846 to 1850

1836 to 1860 ..
1861 ...

Total ..ovvnonnn |

18510 185 ... . iiiinnnn |

i — 16 15 —|—| 2|—
i—‘—-‘——- el 1} —
[ N [ g )

I S i e | S
2 67] 56 —|—1 6, —

I
©
—

l

]

]

— =12z
-] =] 2| =
] 2| 2, =

200 2| — | — |~ - - = 71 104 vy et 7 v 1 ——|=]=
12] 6 — | = | — — | = =1 - 61 4| = | = I R R e e i B S e
74 64 | — — — 1 1 — _— 1, 31| 18 4 2 14 15 — | — 24 B — —|—|= =|=(—1=
46 128 — | — | — 1] — 1, — | - 35| 28 9 81 861 37 —1—| 61| a4 —i—j—=|=| 2|—=|—-1]=
ol ) — | = — I — - | - 14| 14 5 41 20 13, — 251 32— — 4| 4 ===
I I e P el Bl B e R B e e (nd el IRl Rt et oot ot St o Bl B
213 199 | 213 | 199 | — e e B e el R e R
- = == = - | = —|—- -4 -9 —-—t—-F—-Nl—-d=}F =0 —-4=|-1- =1 = |-
543 492 . 213 199 | — 2' 11— | 2 93| Tt] 20 17 831 77 1 120 14— — _o 2] 1] = |—

! i l } ! | 1 '

[ | - ! | i
320 40 — | — | — — — — _i 24 32 2 3 5 g1 -1 — 1 - — - =] = —
{150 16'I_'i—|-— — — —_ 4 12 7 1 3 2 | 20— = — _ = - - == ==
{130 119 | — | — | — 1 — | — ¢« — | — 11t 90 5 4 1+ | = 6 2] i — —b—l1]=1=
po203 261 — | — | — | — 18 — 10 — 13 13t 17 19 63, 8t — — 7 21— 1 1 1] —: —
t232 190 — - | 5 £l — — 1 119 | 1268 | 11 8 60 46— — | 3 1| — — 2 2 (==
b 4+ — — Ml 17 == - — — - 6 4 — - = [ = li=t=] = — =1 — = =] =1=
302,321 302 32, — | —  — — F = =)= =1 = =0~=]1=0 =] — 1—=ut— == ==
5 2 — | = 1, = 1 - = 8! — | — | — = 2 - = = == = —i=|=|=1=
. ! o ! ! SR L R e = . ==
;915 953 ) 302 | 82| 7 5 2y — 2 6 430 415 36 37| 134 158 — | — 1y 6il— . —| 3|3, ¢| 2|— —
' | | i ! ! b= M e S ES g, S

| | H

| | |
3 W o— |~ = 1| 5= 2w, 2 3 1 g PR | (U (U UG U QU (NN (| G (U -
19 I o — = L s = 11 8 35— 3 L (S 2 1i— ===t =i —i— 1 =
133 1270 | — | — — 3 1 1 00107 4 — 17 - — 6! 6, — —| 1] 1| 1| — ~
172 166 — | — | —~ 3 - = 1 85, 62 6 7 681 — — 3 1t | —=!=1 1]l 1= -
o) 21— | — 2 4 — 20— | - 1025 8 6 40 33 — — 4 2 = —f— —J— s
2 S [ I 1 — =1 —= I — gyl =8 — =0 ==
aga b oasgd omall o8] —~ ] = — 0 — b ] — v - — 1 — Lt o L les == = = == =
5 10 = — 1 — — — — —— 1 R — - 1 Tl - N =1 = _..l_lg —
739 682 | 282| 2761 3 0 303 3 2580 226 23 14 147 M0 - — 15 10 =7 —§ =3 2] 2[ 2 —

: |

3 -5 -~ — )= =j=-4=1- 2 [ 1 - = - === = - - === =
3 — 4 = —p—-—F-=}1—=0<=1=1== 3l = | = = = —m e — = == = === ===
11 o=l — B — | — & — o — 6l — 41 3! 1 1 = b~ 2 —_ - = = = ===
9 5 = =~ = = ! R 5 3| — 1=l = == === ===
2 al —i— - =1 -1 <=1 - I =he—F — 1 1 - - - e--—————_~|_
{12, 131 a2 e [ S gy, Bl U (P (St A | S RSRT  SRNY SREA BN b - == ==
[ 2 -l - - - - = = = g L= | - | =i -} - =i—= ] o= e —
i ! P, SR o | | M=, | {1 ol [
|42 ] = = = = ol 1 15 1] 9 3 2 —| 2 gi=|=|==1= —‘—-5_.
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