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MEETING OF EXPERTS ON THE STUDY OF OCEANIC CULTURES

Suva, Fiji, 13-17 September 1971

FINAL REPORT

I. INTRODUCTION

1. The General Conference of Unesco, at its sixteenth session held in
October-November 1970, adopted Resolution 3.312 which authorized the
Director-Ceneral to undertake studies of Oceanic cultures., In implementa~
tion of that Resolution and in response to the invitation of the Fiji
tovernment and also of the University of the South Pacific, the meeting
of experts on the study of Oceanic cultures was held under the auspices of
Unesco at the University in Suva, Fiji, from 13 to 17 September 1971.

2, The meeting was opened on the morning of 13 September. The Hon.
Jonate Mavoa, Minister of Social Services of the Fiji Government, Dr. C.C.
Aikman, Vice-Chancellor of the University of the South Pacific, and Dr. N.
Bammate, Director of the Division of Cultural Studies, Unesco, addressed
the opening session. On the second day of the meeting Professor R. Hoggart,
Assistant Director-General for Social Sciences, Human Sciences and Culture,

Unesco, addressed the meeting.

s Twenty-one invited experts as well as obgervers from five inter-
national non—governmental organizations and the representative of the
gouth Pacific Commission participated in the work of the meeting. Their
names appear in the list appended to the present report (Appendix T3

4e The meeting elected the following officers:

Chairman : Dr. R.R. Noyacakalou

Vice=Chairmen ¢ Dr, Fana'afi M. Larkin
Mr. Michael Somare
The Hon. Vetehala

Rapporteur ¢ Dr. D.J. Tugby

5 The meeting considered the following items as put forth in the working

docu.ment?
(i) Aims and purposes of the project,
»1 and chronological definitions,

ii) Geographic : o
(gii Research topics and relative priorities,

] Tmplementation, _
(Egg Diigcmination of knowledge of Oceanic cultures, and

(vi) Links with the project on the study of Malay culture,
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II.

I1T,

ATMS AND PURPOSES OF THE PROJECT

€. As a fundamental principle.the meeting considered that the project
should first serve the Oceanic peoples by providing opportunities for

the active participation of Pacific Islanders in the process of inter~
prctation of their own cultures. They should no longer appear as passive
otjects of research but as research collaborators and guardians and
promoters of those aspects of their culture which they consider necessary
for their present and their future. They would thus confirm their
cultural identity and promote cultural ezchange with their neighbours.

To these ends the project should:

(i) a2im at the conservation of the cultural heritage by the
sctting up or improvement of appropriate institutions
in the area;

(ii) focilitate research on the culturcs of the Oceanic peoples
appropriately adapted to local needs and resources; and

(iii) seck out and make use of the most effective meons of moking
Occanic cultures better known within and outside Occania.

7. In adopting the above principles, the mecting had in mind the
following considerations:

(i) Past 2nd contemporary procedures of research which
emphasize the perspective of the external observers
and the direction of published results to an cxternal
audience only arc inadequate to the needs of the arca;

(ii) Local institutions are in need of devclopment;
(iii) There is & need to train local workers:

(iv) The implementation of the progremme must be adjusted
to particular situations in different places; and

(v) Particular attention must be given tc the creative arts.
These questions arc taken up in later scctions of the report.

GEOGRAPHICAL AND CHRONOLOGICAL DEFINITIONS

8. The meeting was of the view that the geogrophical scope of the
project should encompass that part of the Pacific comprising the
lelonegion, Micronesian and Polyncsian regions and concentrate on the
culture of the indigenous peoples of this area. On the western boundary
of the 2rea where cultural interdigitotion mcokes difficult the
delimitation of ezact cultural boundaries it was considcred that
scholarly co-operation and co-ordination of effort especia}ly'w1th
workers in South-East Asia and Australia would ersure continuity and
completeness.
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9. It was considered that the project should not be limited
chronologically but extend from the earliest periods to the present,
with a stress on contemporary situations.

RESEARCH TOPICS AND RELATIVE PRIORITIES

10. The meeting leid great emphasis on the need to enlist the
participation of Pacific Islanders who are professionally trained or
otherwise qualified to contribute in all the work which might be under-—
toaken under this programme, and noted the nced to make any study in

its socio-cultural context including the context of contemporary
cultural change where relevant.

11, Bearing this in mind, the meeting was of the view that the
following should be the recommended order of priority:

(i) The study end fostering of oral traditions, language
and creative and performing arts in their traditional
and developing forms.

(ii) The promotion of all aspects of work connccted with
material culture and technology including documentation,
conservation and repatriation of artefacts.

(iii) Salvage archacology and work on conservation of
archaeological sites.

With due consideration to the above priorities, the meeting discussed
and recommended the following serics of activities for the implcementa~
tion of the Oceanic studies project.

TMPLEMENTATION
1. Interdisciplinary context of research
12, Considering that any culture is intimately related to the

environment in which it has its being and that the study and preserva-
tion of the cultural heritage of the peoples of Oceania, if it is to
be of any practical value to the peoples of the arca, must be closely
related to their various developmental and educational requirements,
the meeting felt the need for integrating even more closcly projects
on the study of cultures and preservation of the cultural heritage
with projects in which the social sciences are applied to development,
with activities rclated to the renovation of education and with the
project on Man and His Environment — Design for Living (Seotions 324
aad 3.25 of the Approved Programme and Budget for 1971-1972 and
corresponding scctions in the long-term outline plan for 1971-1976).

13. To nchicve this integration and to ensure that it is effective
the meeting recommended:



SHC,71/COlF. 16 /4 < 4=

(i) that inter-disciplinary teamwork between social and
cultural scientists, natural scientists and educationists
be fortered with maximum participation of Pacific
Islanders, and

(ii) thot instrumentelities such as recording units be
established in the region for the use of inter-
disciplinary teams.

2. Major institutional requirements

(i) Cultural Centres

14. The meeting was of the view that a mseum-library complex,
associated with a supporting voluntary organization and acting as a
cultural centre in close integration with the commnity educational
services, is an appropriate vehicle for the conservation and development
of Oceanic cultures, particularly in small island groups. Such Centres
would provide the people with a focal point in their cfforts to serve and
develop their own cultural heritage and its creative potential.

_ Pre-requisites for such developments include the provision of the
essential minimum of trained staff, together with appropriate facilities
and the mointenance of institutional associations both within and outside
the area,

Such special requircments as space and facilities for the demons—
tration of the performing and creative arts should be incorporated in
building plans. Such Centres could also further the study, sponsorship
or revival of the traditional Oceanic handicrafts.

(ii) Regional Implementation

15. The meeting reached agreement on the following points:

(a) that Uncsco should convey to the Covernments concerned
the urgent need for such Cultural Centres in the smaller
island groups, where any such facilities are at present
lacking, such as:

Polynegia: Easter Island, Pitcairn Island, Niue, Western
Samoa, Tongz, Wallis and Futuna Islands,
Ellice Islands, Chatham Islands;

Micronesia: Truk, Saipan, Gilbert Islands, Nauru;

(b) that where 2 start has been made already as in Cook Islands,
French Polynesia, Agerican Samoa, Fiji, New Caledonia
New Hebrides (Vila), British Solomon Islands (Honiami,
Papua New Guinea (Port Moresby and Goroka), Palau, Yap,



P SHC.71/CO5F/16/4

Guam, Ponape and :.ershalls, and Horfolk Islands,
the adninistering authority be congratulated on
its initiative and uvrged to continue and exiend
ueasures of financial support, so that gradually
secondary centres can also be established, and

(¢) +that vith particular reference to the new esta-
blishuents proposed Unesco oifer to arrange shori-
term visits by expert advisers to explain the need
personally to the adwministrative authority and to
the local cow.unity conceraned,

(iii) Vestern iclaonesia

16. Having regard to the special situation in Papua New
Guinea, West Irian and the Solomon Islands in respect of
the diversity of surviving traditional cultures, the rapid process
of economic and social developuent and cultural change, the present
scale of research and the problems of co-ordinating this research,
utilizing it to the maximum benefit of the peoples of the region,
and involving the peoples of the area in research and in creative
use of traditional culture in the wost meaningful way possible,
the meeting :

(a) welcomed the indication of substantial Ffuture
development of the facilities of the Papua lTew
Guinea luseum and Art Gallery and the prospect that
it may extend its activities to include sponsorship
of the living arts, and drew attention to the
budgetary requirements involved in sponsorship and
training of indigenous artists and craftsmen, and

(b) gave strong support to the urgent establishment of
an Institute of New Guinea Studies to promote
systematic research in the area and co-ordinate the
work of overseas research workers and institutions,
with the the wajor aims of communicating the results
as speedily as possible to the people of New Guinea,
and involving their maximum participation., The
Institute should be developed in co-ordination with
the Papua New Guinea liuseum and the University of
Papua New Guinea and should maintain close ties with
appropriate institutions in West Irian and the
British Solomon Islands Protectorate.

3. Study of cral tradition

17. In view of the difficulties inherent in the collection

of cral tradition and other oral evidence, and in view of the
urgency of their collection before they are lost forever with the
passing avay of able informants, the meeting strongly recommended
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(1) that Unesco should give practical support to
the training of indigenous scholars for the
purpose of collecting such materialsj

(ii) that a special fund be set up to finance the
collection of such materials; and

(iii) that anthropologists, linguists and historians
be requested to consider as one of their respon-
sibilities the recording of oral literature, in
a form that may lead to publication in full of
the authentic text in the local languages,
accompanied by a faithful translation and all
the appropriate scholarly commentary from the
culture itself as well as from the theories of
the disciplines concerned.

4. Language study and promotion

18. Throughout Oceania at present local rather than introduced
languages are the primary vehicles of cultural transmission. In a
number of areas a local language is used in some stages of the
education system, It is important, both for conservation and
development of Oceanic languages and cultures, that more material
suitable for use in schools be published in the local language.
The meeting therefore suggested :

(1) that Unesco be asked to support, in co-operation
with local Governments and appropriate existing
institutions, such as the South Pacific Commission,
publication programmes in Oceanic languages,
especially where these are used in the education
systems,; and

(ii)  that Unesco be prepared to assist, where
necessary, either to commission technical lingui-
stic descriptions where these do not exist for
languages of the arca, or to adapt highly
technical lirguistic descriptions ‘for useé
in school systems.

S Study of music and dance

19. It was rccommended that Unosco recognise the urgent nced for
field research in Oceanic music and @ nce through the

provision of facilities for training and support of rcsearch workers

at appropriate institutions, with special attontion to the participation

of Pacific Islanders,

6. Promotion of creative and performing arts

20, Recognising the vital role of creative artists in the
traditional cultures of Occanic islands and the increasing contribution
that they can make to the enrichment of Oceanic cultures now and in
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the future, the meeting rccommended that practical encouragement
be given to the creative arts, such as dance, drama, poetry, music,
carving, pottery, textiles and painting, and that these activities
be associated with appropriate local institutions. Among such
developments are

(i) Crecative arts workshops and scminars;
(ii) Cultural cxhibitions and cxchangecs;
(iii) Dance and music performancess

(iv) Local publications of traditional literature and
crecative writing; and

(v) Grants, fellowships, travel bursaries within and
outside the Oceanic area, and training facilities,
in support of the above.

7. Films

21. The meeting recognized the necd to support programues
of ethnographic film making of two kindss:

(i) TFully professional documentary records of traditional
cultures and of the developing arts, taking advantage
of collaboration with institutions with appropriate
facilities and existing interests in this field, and

(ii) Film making, using simplec equipment, by Pacific
Islanders and by research workcrs who lack extensive
technical competence in this field in order to take
advantage both of unique opportunitics for cxtending
the ethnographic record and of the special perception
of cultural phenomena by the bearcrs of the cultures
themselves.

297 In this connection the meeting recommended that film-

makers bo rcquested to deposit a copy of the unedited total footage
of all ethnographic film in the naticmal archive, museum, university
or other appropriate institution in the host country, provided
appropriate facilities for their storage exist; and that wheore such
facilitics do not yet cxist, such copies should be depnsited in

an international archive until such time as local facilitiecs arc
available.

8. liaterial culture and docunentary resources
(i) Coanscrvation
23, In view of the importance of scientific techniques

in ensuring tho preservation of documentary, cthno-
graphic and archacological materials the meeting
considered it esscntial that Cultural Contres
throughout Occania should be staffed with personnel
trained in the conservation field and equipped with
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24.

25.

26.

27.

(i1)

(iii)

(iv)

=@

adequate laboratory and storage facilities. With

this end in view it was recommended that Unesco
suggest to the Governements of Australia, New Zealand
and the State of Hawaii in particular that the
conservation needs of newly established Oceanic Centres
be met initially by the establishment of conservation
laboratories within appropriately sited museums in

the threc States concerned.

Staff training

As trained staff are esscntial to the continued
existonce of museums and rclated institutions, it
was suggested that means for providing training
courses for officers from local Cultural Centres be
organized by Unesco in association with established
institutions with specific interests in Occania,

Documentary resources

The mceting noted the desirability of cstablishing
systematic documentation of specimens of Oceanic
material culture in musceums and collections throughout
the world, in the interests both of scholarly
research on Oceanic culturcs and of the future
development of museum holdings and displays within
Occania,

It was furthor suggested that Uncsco, taking into
account oxisting activities and plans, make provision
for thec establishment of photographic archives of the
material culture of the Pacific, with the understanding
that complcte scts of rolevant photographs be distri-
buted free of charge to Cultural Centres and Education
Dopartucnts in the area,

Collccting and export of cultural materials

Having regard to the problem of controlling collection
and export of antiquities and other cultural materials
of high scientific or symbolic value, the moeting
noted the need both for effective legislation and for
the training of personnel to implement this legislation,
This matter is of particular concern throughout
Oceania, whore public opinion strongly supports the
enforcecment of existing legislation on National
Cultural Property but implementation remains very
difficult, The meeting recommended that the
possibility be investigated of developing training
courses for Inspcctors of National Cultural Property
as envisaged for Papua New Guinea and the neighbouring
region by the University of Papua New Guinea in
conjunction with the Papua New Guinea Nuseum and as
required for other arcas of Occania,
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(v) Repatriation of cultural matcrials

28. A related issue of very considerable public and scientific concern
vas also discussed. In view of the present impoverishment of many
Oceanic communities in holdings of local cultural materials, the
desirability of the repatriation or provision of a representative
selection of artefacts, documentary records (in original or photo
copy form) and other cultural materials, vas recommended in terms
of the Cultural Centre propcsals in particular. lherever possible
direct negotiation vas recommended betwreen the applicant institution
or authority and the extra-territorial authority or institution
concerned, on the basis of gift, loan or exchange as might be
mutually negotiated.

9. Dissemination

29. lembers were of the opinion that a positive approach should be taken
to the mass commnication media as a useful means of disseminating informe-
tion gbout Oceanic cultures with the necessary difference of emphasis on
material aimed at.an aundience outside the region as contrasted with the
encouragement of cultural inter-communication betueen Pacific Islanders
themselves. Dissemination of information inside the region should in
general aim at maintaining cultural vitality and ensuring a local emphasis
in the educational system.

(i) Educational materials

A clearinghouse for publications to ensure the maximmm use of
existing resources was suggested and it vas stated that the
Publications Bureau of the South Pacific Commission might perform
this function. In addition the building up of local collections
of photographs for educational use is necessary.

(ii) Written publications

Uritten publications of various kinds were suggested, for examples

(2) scholarly ethnographic works,

(b) textbooks on Oceania for schools and universities,

(c) school publications in the local languege, and

(d) paperback books introducing various aspects of Oceanic

cultures.

(fii) Source materials

20, The meeting considered it important that publication takes place

- of Oceanic source materials including lccal language material,
with appropriate training of students particularly those in the
Islands.,
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31.

32.

33

35.

36.

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(1)

(ii)

- 10 =

Music

It would be appropriate for Unesco to arrange the issue of a
series of recordings of Oceanic music to be widely distributed.

Exhibitions

It was noted that various *~forms of travelling exhibitions and
performances were possible, such as: artefacts in their cultural
context; creative and performing arts; photographs and documen—
tary records; and contemporary Oceanic art. Uhere possible a good
catelogue should record such exhibitions.

Periodicals

The meeting drew attention to the increasing volume of publications
within the region covered by the South Pacific Commission, many of
which are unknown outside their immediate area. It was therefore
decided to ask Unesco to recommend to the Commission that
consideration be given to financing subscriptions to relevant
periodical publications to all libraries (whether public or those
associgted with secondary and tertiary educational institutions).

10. International co-—operation

Research institutes

In order to further the aims and purposes which it has determined
as imperative, the meeting urged that every effort be made to
encourage the increased financial support by their governing
authorities, foundations, and benefactors, of existing scientific
institutions with demonstrated capabilities in and commitments to
the study and preservation of Oceanic cultures, through research
on linguistics, oral traditions, dance, music, material culture,
and compilation of archival materials.

Lists of institutions with substantial and contimiing commitments to
aspects of research in Oceania relevant to the present report are
appended (Appendix II). It will be understood that these are
provisional and selective. A comprehensive listing might comprise
as many as a thousand items,

Conduct of research

In respect of the important role of the proposed Cultural Centres

as well as of existing institutions in the Oceanic area in the co-
ordination of research by overseas scholars, the meeting felt it
appropriate to draw attention to certain obligations which should be
recognized by such workers and the institutions which support them.
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It was stressed that such institutions should ensurc that graduate
students and other research workers sent to the Islands be of

such character and personality as to be capable of establishing
appropriate rapport with the people; do not affront responsible
lecaders with uncalled-for recommendstions; exercise caution and
discretion in expression of political opinions; © inform themselves
of projects related to their own and, where neccessary, adapt their
plans accordingly; and accept as a moral obligation the
furnishing, before they leave, of a brief record of work done and
preliminary report of results to the local administration and
cultural institutions.

Role of the South Pacific Commission

The meeting noted with thanks the willingness of “the South
Pacific Commission to co—operate in various aspects of the
Oceanic Studies programme, in particular those activities
described in Section V, items 1, 2(i), 3, 4, 6, 8(ii) and
(v), 9 and 10(ii).

11, Co=ordination of Oceanic “and Malay Cultural Study Projects

B

A great part of the Oceanic cultures is believed to have

originated in the Austronesian or Proto~-Malay culture and there is a need
for greater cross-cultural awareness between the Oceanic and Malay peoples

to-day.

Therefore the meeting was of the view that there should be the

greatest possible liaison between the Oceanic and Mealay Cultural Study
Projects in the following recspects:

(i)

(i)
(4i1)
(iv)
(v)

the co—-ordinated activities of research workers and
instituticns;

the exchange of publications and records;

the shared use, where possible, of facilities and equipment.
the exchange visits of cultural groups; and

expanded rcpresentation of this meeting at the Malay Studies
meeting to be held in Kuala Lumpur in Jamuary 1972.by or

including Pacific Islanders,

The co-ordination of the activities in (i) above would have

particular refercnce to West Irian and Papua New Guinca in respect, for
examyle, to the Tjendercwasih University, the University of Papua New
Guineca and the Papua New Guinea Museum.
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12. Conclusion: The broader context

39. In programmes of study and preservation of culture there is danger
of adopting exclusively a static, descriptive and intellectualist approach.
This project must however be integrated with the developmental and
educational needs of the region and anticipate its emerging problems.

Traditional Oceanic cultures are being _transformed and re—
expressed. This entails newly emerging processes of consensus formation
and the establishment of personal identity to which the project can be
related through inter-disciplinary co-operation.

An ominous threat to cultural forms is economic development for its
own sake. Here we must look to the capacity of the Oceanic peoples in their
island environment to sustain new forms of appropriate traditional culture
patterns, which is a key element in cultural survival. It is hoped that
this project by being interwoven with processes of development and B®ocial
change will make its own vital contribution to the sustenance of modern
Oceanic life.

. pamm
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PARTTICIPANTS

PARTICIPANTS PRINCIPAUX/CHIEF PARTICIPANTS

Dr, Terence BARROW
P.0. Box 2129
Honolulu, Hawaii 96802
USA

Professor Bruce BICGS
Anthropology Department
University of Auckland
Auckland

New Zealand

Professor R.N.H. BULMER
Department of Anthropology
University of Papua and New Guinea
Port Moreshy

Territory of Papua and New Guinea

Mr. B.A.L. CRANSTONE
Department of Ethnclogy
British Museum

London, W.C.1

United Kingdom

Professor R.G. CROCOMBE

School of Social and Economic Development
University of the South Pacific

Laucala Bay, Suva

Fiji

Dr. Roger DUFF

Director, Canterbury Museum
Rolleston Avenue
Christchurch 1

New Zealand

Dr. Roland FORCE
Director, Bishop Museum
?.0. Box 6037

Honolulu, Hawaii 96818
USA

Professor Jack GOLSON _

Department of Prehistory, Australian National University
Canberra, A.C.T. 2600

Australia
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Professeur Jean GUIART
Professeur a la Scrbenne
34, rue Dareau, Paris 1le
France

The Hon., Dr. S, Langi KAVALIKU
Minister of Educztion and Works
Nuku'Aloga

Tonga

Dr.Fanaafi M, LARKTN
Director of Education
Apia

Western Samoa

Dr . Henri LAVONDES

Directeur de 1'Office de recherche scientifique d'outre-mer
B.P. 529

Papeete, Tahiti

Polynésie francaise

Mr. H.E, MAUDE

Department of Pacific History, Australian National University
Canberra, A.C,T. 2600

Australia

Dr. Mervyn McLEAN

Head, Archive of Maori and Pacific Music,
University of Auckland, Auckland

New Zealand

Dr., R.R. NAYACAKALOU

Manager, Native Land Trust Board
P.0, Box 116

Suva

Feji

Mr, J,B. PALMER
Director, Fiji Museum
Suva

Fiji

Dr., R.P, SOEJONO
Head of Department of Prehistory

National Archaeological Institute of Indonésia
Djalan Kimia 12, P,0, Box 2533

Djakarta

Indonesia

Mr, Michael SOMARE

Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Papua and New Guinea Public Museum and Art Gallery
P.0. Box 635

Port Moresby

Territory of Papua and New Guinea
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Dr. D.J. TUGBY
University of Queensland
Brisbane, 4067
Australia

The Hon, VEEHALA
Governor of Ha'apai Islands

Tonga

Mr. Albert WEIDT

Principal of Samoa College
Apia

Western Samoa

REPRESENTANTS ET OBSERVATEURS/REPRESENTATIVES AND OBSERVERS

Commission du Pacifique Sud/South Pacific Commission

Mr, Ian JOHNSTONE

SPC Educetional Eroadeesting Officer
Community Education Training Centre
P.0. Box 974, Suva, Fiji

Conseil international de la philosophle et des sciences humaines et
Union nterﬁatlonalg_ggs sciences antiwropologigues et ethnologiques/

International Council for Philosophy and Humanistic Studies and
Thternational Union of Anthropolcgicai and Ethnograrhicel Sciences

Mr. Albert WENDT
Principal of Samoa College
Apia, Western Samoa

Conseill international de la musique et Conseill international de
Ta _musigue poruiaire/International Music Council and International
Folk Music Council

Dr. Mervyn McLEAN
Head, Archive of Macri and Pacific Music
University of Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand

Conseil internatiocnal des musées/International Council of Museums

Dr Bengt DANIELSSON

Directeur du Centre polynésien
Box 558, Papeete

Tahiti, Polynésie francaise

~ CHARGE DE LIAISON/LIATSON OFFICER

Mr. B, CAHILL
Education Department
Selbourne 3ireet
Suva, Fiji
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UNESCO

Professeur Richard HOGGART

Sous-Lirecteur général pour les sciences sociales, les sciences
humaines et la culture/Assistant Director-General for Social Sciences,
Human Sciences and Culture

M. Najmuddin BAMMATE .
Directeur de la Division de 1'étude des cultures/Director, Division
of Cultural Studies

M, Yasushi KONO
Spécialiste du programme (Division de 1'étude des cultures)/Programme
Specialist, Division of Cultural Studies
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INSTITUTIONS S'INTERESSANT AUX CULTURES OCEANIENNES/

INSTITUTIONS CONCERNED WITH OCEANIC CULTURES

i B Institutions qui s'occupent de recherches ethnologiques faisant expli-

citement cu implicitement une place importante a4 1'étude das

traditions orales/Institutions conducting ethnograpnic research explicitly

or implicitly involving a significant component of oral fradition

En Océanie/Inside Oceania

University of the South Pacific
School of Social Sciences

University of Papua New Guinea
Department of Anthropolegy and
of History

University of Guam
Micronesia Area Research Center

University of Auckland
Department of Anthropology

University of Hawaii

Department of Anthropology and
of Linguistics

Bishep Museum, Honolulu

Institut frangais d'Océanie,
Nouméa

ORSTCM, Papeete
Fiji Museum
Tongan Traditions Committee

Tjenderawasih University,
Djayapura

Department of Education,
Western Samoa

Dans le reste du monde/Outside Oceania

Australian National Uaiversity
Research School of Pacific Studies

University
Department

University
Department

University
Santa Cruz
Center for

University
Department

University
Department

University
Department

of Queensland
of Anthropology

of Sydney
of Anthropology

of California
South Pacific Studies

of California, Los Angeles
of Anthropology

of Washington, Seattle
of Anthropology

of Michigan
of Anthropology

Columbia University

Department

of Anthropology

Harvard University

Department

University
Department

University
Department

University
Department

Cniversity
Department

of Anthropology

of Pennsylvania
of Anthropology

of Southern, Illinois
of Anthropology

of Oregon
of Anthropology

of British, Columbia
of Anthropology

Ecole pratique des hautes &tudes (Ve Sec-
tion), Centre documentaire pour 1'Océanie

Centre naticnal de la recherche scien-
tifique ; programme s 1l'ethno-histoire
du Pacifique
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London School of Economics,
Department of Anthropology

University of Cambridge
Faculty of Archaeology and Anthropology

University of Copenhagen
Danish National Museum

II.  Institutions effectuant des études linguistiques/Institutions conducting
language studies '

En Océanie/Inside Oceania Dans le reste du monde/Outside Oceania
University of Papua New Guinea Australian National University,
Department of Anthropology Research School of Pacific Studies,

Department of Linguistics
University of Auckland
Department of Anthropology - University of Sydney

Department of Anthropology
Summer Institute of Linguisties

University of Queensland
Institut francais d'Océanie, Nouméa Institute of Modern Languages

ORSTOM, Papeete University of London,
School of Oriental and African Studies
University of Hawaii .
Department of Linguistics Institut des langues orientales vivantes
(Université de Paris IITe)

III. Institutions s'intéressant 3 la musique et & la danse/Institutions
concerned with music and dance

En Océanie/Inside Oceania Dans le reste du monde/Outside Oceania
University of Papua New Guinea Museum fiir Vdlkerkunde, Berlin-Dahlem
Department of Anthropology (music)

Archive of Maori and Pacific Music, Musée de 1'homme, Paris,

University of Auckland (music) Depar*emént d'ethno-musicologie

Summer Institute of Linguisties (music)

Bishop Museum, Honolulu

Iv. Institutions qui s'occupent de promouvoir les arts de création
et les arts du spectacle/Institutions concerned with the sponsorship of
the creative and performing arts

En Océanie/Inside Oceania Dans le reste du monde/Outside Oceania

Centre for New Guinea Cultures
University of Papua New Guinea



University of the South Pacific

South Pacific Commission

Papua New Guinea National Cultural

Centre

State Foundation on Culture
and the Arts, Honolulu

Fiji Museum

Fiji Arts Council

SHC.71/CONF.16/4
Appendice/Appendix II - page 3

v. Institutions effectuant des recherches sur_la culture matérielle/

Tnstitutions concerned with research on raterial culture

En Océanie/Inside Oceania

Fiji Museum
Centre polynésien, Tahiti

Papua New Guinea Public Museum
and Art Gallery

University of Papua New Guinea,
Department of Anthropology

VWar Meriorial Museum, Auckland

University of Auckland
Department of Anthropology

Canterbury Museum, Christchurch
Bishop Museum, Honolulu
Dominion Museum, Wellington

Otago Museum, Dunedin

Dans le reste du monde/Outside Oceania

Australian Museum, Sydney

South Australian Museum, Adelaide

Australian National University,
Research Schcol of Pacific Studies
Department of Prehistory

Field Museum, Chicago

American Museum of Natural History,

New York

Museum of Primitive Art,

New Ycrk

Peabody Museum, Salem

British Museum, London

Musée de

1'homme, Paris

Musée des arts africains et océaniens,

Paris

Museum voor Volkenkunde, Leiden

Museum fiir Volkerkunde, Basel

Museum fir Vélkerkunde,

Berlin -

Dahlem

Central Museum for Culture, Djekarta

Musée d'ethnographie, Leningrad
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VI. Institutions archéologiques/Archaecological Institutions

En Océanie/Inside Oceania Dans le reste du monde/Outside Oceania

Fiji Museum University of Sydney
Department of Anthropology

ORSTOM, Papeete
Australian National University,

University of Papua New Guinea, Research School of Pacific Studies,
Department of Anthropology Department of Prehistory
Bishop Museum, Honolulu CNRS, Paris

University of Hawaii
Department of Anthropology

University of Auckland
Department of Anthropology

War Memorial Museum, Auckland
Canterbury Museum, Christchurch

VII. Institutions qui effectuent des travaux d'édition et de documentation
historique, portant notamment sur des textes en langues locales/
Institutions concerned with publication and historical documentations,
including local languages texts

En Océanie/Inside Oceania Dans le reste du monde/Outside Oceania
Société des études mélanésiennes, Société des .océanistes, Paris
Nouméa
) University of Sydney, Oceania
Société des études océaniennes, Publications
Papeete

Pacific Manuscripts.Bureau, Camberra
ORSTOM, Papeete

Australian National University,

Fiji Museum Journal of Pacific History

University of the South Pacific Australian National University,

School of Social Sciences Oceanic Linguistic Monographs

Papua New Guinea Society Centre documentaire pour 1'Océanie,
Ecole pratique des hautes études, Ve

Summer Institute of Linguistics Section, Paris

University of Guam
Micronesian Area Research Center

Polynesian Society, Wellington

Linguistic Soclety of New Zealand
Auckland

Bishop Museum Press, Honolulu



SHC,71/CONF, 16/4
Appendice/Appendix II - page 5

VIII. Institutions qui réalisent des films ethnographiques/Institutions
corcerned with ethnographic filming

En Océanie/Inside Oceania Dans le reste du monde/Outside Oceania
Department of Information and University of Sydney, Department
Extension Services, of Anthropology

Port Moresby
Commonwealth Film Unit, Sydney

Museum fiir Volkerkunde, Berlin, Dahlem

National Institutes of Health,
Bethesda, U.S.A.

Musée de 1'homme, Paris

T Institutions indonésiennes qui pourrcnt s'occupeq_ge coordonner
les projets d'étude des cultures océaniennes et melaise/Indonesian
Institutions relevant to co-cperation bestween the Oceanic and
Malay Cultural Study Projectis

The Indonesian Council for Sciences, Djakarta
The Institute of Language, Djakarta
The University of Indonesia, Department of Anthropology, Djekarta

The National Archaeological Institute of Indonesia, Djakarta
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«-'Dear MN¥ Kennady, K

BEA N L [ L T R ¢3zele,
{ 14 l'. M S UIT("'!:, }\.nbclv 2603’
~ gt RGN L B 19%h Aprily 1973,

My J.De Keonedyy
Acting Secrelaly,
Austrelisa Sational Advmozg mmrit.tee for BNESLO,

F.0. Jox B26y ° CAKEERRA CITY,

4,047, 2001, 1|

% . /

1 am ' sodry that owving to my abfénce from Lanhberra, followed by tie
unexpe.t,t-..d Uu&ﬂ' of h‘ﬁfassm J-W. lavidseony 1! have badn unable to reply
wmdil now to youe letter 70,’:],?23 on the gubject of twe lesclutions geeking
Unesco support adopted af the 12tn South Fecific Uonufevence held at Apia
dering uepten‘be‘ 1078,

liaving served ag Ufficer in unarfe ol the Social levelopment Section
of the South Pacific Cecnmisgion for seven years these resolutbions have uy
full support es projects for implementation by the Commisgion itself or any
internatiosal or othor orgenization which the Commission might conaider
appropriate as pcaseeaing the necessary funds ‘end expertige. ;

ip regaiée (b) a great deal of work has @lready been done by the
Demographers employed on the Commission's stafl or angaged, like Dr liorma
MeArthur, on specific projects; by the Commigsion's Uxrbanigation [llesesxrch
Centre and ad hoc projects such as the Technicel Meeting on Urben Local
Government; and through Research Pragranmes working in co-operation with
the Commission sucly as the University of Oregon's Comparative Study of
Cnltural Change and Gtability in Displaced Ucomunities, which made a
detailed investigation into raaettlemex,-. pro'blama of wlich the results
are still being pn'bliabed. .

1t might well he conaiderad desi:’:_ah‘le that Unesco should organize

a Conference to co-ordinate all this disparate work, of which only a few
{11ustrations have been given, to lisclate and make recommendations for such
further study as may still be required, and to up-date the data already

at hand. i ¢o pot consider, however, that such a Lonference can be regardea
ae falling within the atibit of the Unesco Uceanic lLultures Frogranme as
recommiended by the Meeting of fxperts on the Study of Oceanic x.ul‘l:ures,
whose aims and purposes, summarized in para. 6 of the final report dated
the 14tk Uctobers 1971 (SHC.T1/C0NE16/4)  vexe tos=

(1) conserve the cultursl heritage of the Pacific lslands peoples;
(2) fecilitate research relating to their cultures; and
(3) make these cultures better known.

' d i
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ihe resolution at (&), recammmd‘ing 'lﬂ'm.t Dr.uwo ahm‘zld umﬂertdke "
a gtudy of 'cultural touriem® in the Pacific Idlands adinittedly ‘beq:rg wore
relation to the objectives of the Deeanic Gultures P&'ojeck bt only . :
marginally 80 in other words it would have & low priority in any ~
" - alloeation of funds for carrying out the chmi@ cultures Froject itaalf
and in my opinion if Unesco wera to undertske a study of tourism, whether
cultural or (us the resclution suggests) of & nore general character,; it
ah c.ur. be [rom funds separate from, and in addition to, thope provided for
the dup lementation of the :r'ecml.maudatmna of the Suyva ¥ aeting referred. to
abGVE-

In support of this view it is submifted that the recommendetions.
of the Suva leeting will reuuire, for their carxying iinto. éffecty financial
provisicne in excess of eny gums likely tc be cyailsble from Unsesco in the ©
foreseeable futwre, and thet Yo deplete the alleccation further by using paxt
or all them for purposes not strictly femaﬂc to “the u:manzc WItures Pm,jea‘t
- would be mosei m’;daa:l.zable. _

-

Yours sincarelys ' x




TELEPHONE: 817211,
TELEGRAMS: ''EDSCI'

Australian National Advisory Committee for UN E S C 0

ADDRESS | WODEN DISTRICT CENTRE, PHILLIP, A.C.T.

POSTAL ADDRESS | P.O. BOX 826, CANBERRA CITY, A.C.T. 2601

IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE QUOTE
I0/4723

s ™

Mr. H.,E, Maude,
77 Arthur Circle,
FORREST, AvGs Ty 2603

Dear Mr. Maude,

At the 12th South Pacific Conference organized
bv the South Pacific Commission at Apia, September 1972,
the following resolutions were adopted seeking Unesco
support for :

(a) A possible study in 1974 on the
cultural aspects of and problems
associated with cultural tourism.

(b) Assistance in conducting a conference
in 1974 on Population Problems,
Urbanisation and Resettlement in the
Pacific region,

(See attached copy of resolutions,)

The Western Samoan delegation introduced these
resolutions on behalf of the New Zealand National Commission
for Unesco and are seeking the support of Unesco, Paris.

I would be grateful for your views on these
resolutions in the context of Australian discussions on the
Nceanic Studies progranm,

Yours sincerely,

| Vel

( J. L. Kennedy )ﬁm
Acting Secretary '




: ' RISTH ICTED
SPConf.lE?HP.l?
26 September 1972

ORIGOIAL : DENGLISH

VOUTH PACTRIC COMIIISSIOHN

)

. DLGLEIH SOUTIE PACIFIC CONITNENCE

CULTURAJ, TOURISM

|
/ﬁaper submitted by the Vestern Samoan Delegation?
— ' o

(i

As tourirm expands rapidly throughout the world, increasing interest
is being shown in the ¢ff:cts on the economies and societics of those couniries,
both developed and develoning, which receive tourists.

UIMiSCO is eo.cerned to promote what it calls "CULTUILLL TOURISH!,

It is besinning a pilot project in Bali in 1973-74. Recoguizing the
substantial cconomic advantages of tourism it is anxious to preserve this
aspect of the indusiry. ut tourism is today the world's fastest growing
industry and is capable of producing side~effects similar to those brought
about by other large-scale industrial developments involving changes in the
physical environment, socinl structures, and human attitudes., As has already
occurred in certain counf~ies,htourism can distoert genuine cultural values
and destroy social structures., UNESCO is concerned to draw attention to
these problems associated with tourism and if possible to identifly means of
overcomi'i; them., Il is nlso interested in offering advice and assistance to
countric:: to cnable them to integratc tourism in troeir overall development
programn s,

! I

' UNESCOYs iutere:t in ‘this sphere was brou;ht to the attention of
the last South Pacific Forum together with the willingness of the lew Zealand
Nationul Coummission for U.:3C0 to propose that UsLiCO undertuke a study of
tourism in the South Pucilic should it meet wilh the wishes of the Pacific
Island Governments.,

Should the Tuelfth South Pacific Conference be in favour of such a
study Vestern Samoa projo.os that the Secretariat be authorized to encourage
UliLsCO to mount such a study.

——



RESTRICTED
SPConf,12/1P,18
26 September 1972

ORIGINAL : LHNGLISH

SOUTH _PACIFIC COMMISSION

" TVELFTH_SOUTH PACIFIC CONFERLNCE

COUFLIIICE 01 POPULATION _ PROILLIS, URBANIZATTION
AND KLUUTTLUMEHT T TR PACIFIC REGION

/?npcr suﬁmiited by the Westcern Samoan Delegation/

= ‘

Problems associated with urbanisation, rescettlement of riigrant
populations and populiition densities have alvays been of concern to the
region. The South Pacific Commission has not been able,however, to devote
as much attenticn to these problcas as they perhaps deserve. The New
Zezl:nd Wational Comiission for UIKSCO has pointed out that it might well
be possible to intere:t UNBICO in the organisation of a Conference on
population problrms, urbanisation and resettlement in the Pacific region.
such a conferevnce which would be organisced in conjunction with the South
Pacific Comnission, might consider the following topicss

(a) Dem03raphic'lata:h rates of natural increase, population
densities, funi}yhplanniﬂg programies, internal migration,
emigration;

(b) Urban development and resettlement ¢conomic aspects: rural
develo ment potential, urban industrial development, housing,
water Jupplitﬁ,lﬂqw&ge;

(c) Urban develosment ind resettlement - social and cultural
aspect:: advptation to town life, relation botveen town
and village, urban versus indigenous social structurc,
the farily, ireatment of dependents, slums and shanty
towms, delinquency, poverty, gegregitions

(d) Urban dovelopaent and resettlement - health aspects: effects on
health of chrnged food habits, epidemiological pittemns
of discise in urten ercas, stress resulting frow changes
in orgiuisation and modes of living, alcohol;

(e) Resettlement in a metropolitan country: immigration
policie«, are education avd. training in skills appropriate?
occupat . oni:l patterns, is the family together or apurt?
adaptation to a diiferent culture,rclation betucen home
island snd mi rant, ghelios of Pacific Islanders, health
as in (d); '

(r) Conclusions :nd recoamendations, *

lestern Dzmoa prouoses that the Secreturiat be authorized to explore
the ex ent of Uil L0's Juterest in such a Conference and o negotiate for
assisiinee frow tntt o1 smisation to hold such a Confer:nec. in 1975 or 1974,

-1~
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The Conre. znce recelived with interesti the arver
submittcd by tne velegation of :estern o~ .ca
drawing actention to UN.. CU's rrle ir -roiotig
Culturael wcurism and stron; ly recommended tiua+t
the ._.ecreizrii siould encourage ' U to rount
a stuly in 1974 on the cultural asnects of, and
probl-uwas ¢ Lscceiated with, tourism,
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ihe Lontcronuece noted with a-opreciaticn the pa:er
cuoal vted vy the velegntion of vesterm . amoa un the
cuove pre; lers nd rccommendeid thet 1re

seers taris t ¢x; lore the extent of Ll Ul's

inteicot o7 ruch g Conference, : ud #) 20 ¢h it
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Cor ference in 15743 and

(b) 1 Tt proposals on aetions th: t
e be taken in this [ otor Jor
ul. 2unoicns at $is Lonierence .,
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Report of Meeting of Oceanic Cultures Sub-Committee
held at the Department of Education and Science on

Present:

Professor I. Hogbin (Chairman)

Dr. H.R. Allen

Mr. J.J. Graneek

Mr. F.D. McCarthy

Mr. D. Mclver
Mr. H.E. Maude
Dr. F. Talbot

Dr. D.Jd. Tugby

Apologies

Professor Trevor Jones

Mr. J, Mollison

=] t a
Mr., J.M. Parr
Miss A. Mays

Mrs. H. Tracey

25 September 1972

Professorial Fellow in Anthropology,
Macquarie University.

Department of Prehistory,
Australian National University.

Librarian, Australian National University.

Principal, Australian Institute of
Aboriginal Studies.

Department of External Territories.

Director, The Australian Museum

Department of Anthropology and Sociology,
University of Queensland.

Department of Music,
Monash University.

Director, Australian National Gallery.



1. Australian Advi to Unesco, Pari

Members noted the draft resolution submitted by Indonesia,
Malaysia and the Philippines, recommending an extension of the
period for the Malay Culture project and an increase in the budgetary
provision, and egreed that Australian support should be given to the
draft resolution at the General Conference.

In considering Australian advice to the General Conference on
the Oceanic Cultures project, members commented particularly on the
need for effective co-ordination of the project, preferably through
the appointment of a regional adviser; the need to extend the project
beyond the initial five-year period, as many recommendations made at
the Suva conference were still to be implemented and many projects such
as the establishment of museum-cultural centres were of a long-term
nature; and the need for additional funds in the 1973-74 biennium.
Two draft resolutions, the first recommending an extension of time and
additional funds, and the second emphasising the need for a regional
adviser, were accepted by the meeting and are attached. The support
of New Zealand as co-sponsor of the resolutions will be sought.

2. - ingtion of the P

In view of the comments made by Dr. Kono that the engagement of
a regional consultant was not considered essential at this stage of the
program, members reiterated their eerlier view that the appointment of
a regional adviser was necessary, and this is incorporated in the second
draft resolution. Some dissatisfaction was expressed with co-ordination
at present through the appointment of several individuals with respons-
ibility for different fields. Members noted that there was already some
overlap in projects proposed, and considered that there was a need for a
person actively in touch with the reople in the region, who could be
advised by committees already set up.

Members suggested that the appointment of g regional adviser could
perhaps be arranged through existing organisations such as the South Pacific
Commission or the ANU Research School of Pacific Studies which could
possibly second & member of staff for this purpose. A further view was
that because of Suva recommendations that South Pacific Islanders
themselves should be directly involved in the project, it could be
desirable to appoint someone from the Islands as regional adviser, perhaps

If the proposal for a regionel co~ordinator is not accepted, the

committee recommended the setting up of working parties in the various
disciplines t0 co-ordinate work.

Tovss



2.

g CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS
(1) Institute of New Guinea Studieg

The representative of the Department of External Territories
reported %o the meeting that the Administrator's Executive Council had
not yet had the opportunity to discuss proposals for cultural development
in Papua New Guinea, including the proposal for an Institute of New Guinea
Studies. However, the proposals have been discussed with Professor Bulmer,
Professor Golson, Dr. Battersby of the Australian Council for the Arts, and
Professor Laurence of the University of Sydney, and the working paper
prepared for the Papua New Guinea Administration has taken into account
the views of those experts.

In considering the proposed feasibility study for the
Institute of New Guinea Studies and Unesco's offer of a grant of $1500
in the current biennium, members agreed that the report prepared by
Professor Bulmer and Professor Colson would serve this purpose and that
no further feasibility study was needed. The committee requested that
a copy of this report be made available to members by the Department of
External Territories. It was agreed to ask Professor Bulmer and Professor
Golson for suggestions on possible alternative uses for the §1500.

The Department of External Territories will provide a
statement about the current situation with cultural developments in
Papua New Guinea for briefing the Australian Delegation to the General
Conference.

(ii) Art Exhibition

Members noted that a small number of specialists in the
region would meet early in 1973 to formulate the basic plan for the
travelling exhibition of Oceanic Art, and suggested that this meeting
might be held in Australia., The Australian Museum, Sydney, was accepted
as a suitable venue. The following specialists who could be involved in
planning for the exhibition were nominatead:

Mr. A.J. Tuckson, Art Gallery, Sydney

Mr. Brian Bertram, the Australian Museum

Mzr. David Rae " " “

Mz, J. Mollison, National Gallery

Mr. Graham Pretty, South Austrglian Museum

Dr. Peter Lauer, Depurtment of Anthropology,
University of Queensland

Dr. J. Specht, the Australian Museum

(11i) Cultural Centres

While noting that Dr. Duff, Director of the Canterbury
Museum, New Zealand, would prepare a model program fop cultural centres,
members suggested that Unesco be asked to forward full details of planning,
the initiatives Unesco is taking in contacting administrations to enquire
about the need for and reception of cultural centres, and what finance will
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be available for them so that Australia could be in a better
position to give the program full support. It was considered
desirable for funds to be made available for Dr. Duff to travel
throughout the region to discuss his proposals.

(iv) Training

Members expressed the opinion that the training
course for Pacific Islanders on museums, archives, ethnomusicology
and ethnobotany planned by Dr. V. Bickley was too short and too
diffuse, and considered that the conservation of materials should
be treated separately from other fields of training. It was
thought that several Australian institutions could offer suitable
training - the ANU laboratory; the Australian Museum; the University
of Queensland Museum of Anthropology; and the Art Gallery of New South
Wales. These institutions will be asked to provide information about
the kind of training they could offer and details of courses.

4. Evaluation Meeting 1975

Members recommended that Australia offer to hos the proposed
1975 meeting to evaluate the results of activities carried out in
connection with the Oceanic Cultures program, amnd suggested Papua
New Guinea as the venue. The representative of the Department of
External Territories agreed that this matter could be raised with
the Papua New Guinea Government. It was noted that most of the cost
of this meeting would be met by Unesco, Paris,

5. Round Tgble on Ethnographic Film in the Pacific Areg

The committee agreed that the proposed Second Round Table on
Ethnographic Film in the Pacific Area could Suitably be postponed, but
considered it desirable for this meeting to be held after the 1973-74
biennium. The possibility of the Film and Television School providing
facilities to train people in ethnographic film in Oceania was noted.

6. Other Business

Members congidered it desirable to explore possible avenues of
publicity for the Oceanic Studies program,



- Item 13,3 of the Provisional Agzenda

Draft resolution submitted by:

Para e ;I-'ef L]
17¢/4
3108

Para. ref.

17C/5

3140

Chapter 3 - Social Sciences, Humanities and Culture
Section 3.31 - Cultural Studies

"The General Conference,

1. Noteg arrangements made by the Director-General in relatiomn to
the program of Studies of Oceanic Cultures for the planning and
co-ordination of projects through the appointment of individual
experts in disciplines under investigation,

2. Emphasises the need for carefully planned co-ordination to ensure
practical results,

X Considers that, because of the vast geographical area to be
covered and the lack of established National Commissions to assist
co-ordination, the need exists for the appointment of a regional
adviser, to act as a co-ordinator of various project activities
and advise local authorities on need and possibilities.



ITtem 1%.3 of the Provisional Agenda

Yart 1T - Procramme Operations and Services

Chapter 3 - Social Sciences, Humanities and Culture

Section %.%1 = Cultural Studies

"The General Conference,

1. Recalls that at its Sixteenih Session (1970) it adopted
resolution 3312 to authorise the Director-General in
Section (b) to promote a better acouaintance with Asian
culture by (iii) undertaking long-term co-ordinated
studies of the cultures of South-kast Asia, Oceania
and Madacascar.

2. Welcomes the initiative taken by the bLirector-Genersl
in organising the international meeting of experts in
suva to define the scope of studies to be undertaken
in Oceania and the respective roles of Unesco,
governments and interested organisations and individuals.

3. Reaffirms its earlier resolution 3.312, in the light of
conclusions and recommendations, reached so far by
meetings and consultations, held during the preparatory
biennium 1971-1972, which have confirmed:

(a) the need for long-term co-ordinated studies of
Oceania to be implemented.

(b) thot in addition to the overriding need for
urgent action to conserve Oceanic cultures
subject to varying degrees of erosion and
abrasion, it is essential that there should be
long~term programming in excess of the five-year
agreed period if success is to be achieved;

(¢c) the future need for a preater allocation of funds,
for each biennium.

4. Decides that the five-year period is 1o be regarded as
preliminary planning and that consideration be given
to extending the project based on recommendations of
the proposed 1975 evalualion conl'erence,
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BACKGROUIID TO THE QCEANTIC CULTURES PROJECT

The following note summarises the background to the program,
both national and internatiocnal, to date:

The General Conference of Unesco at its Sixzteenth Session
held in October-November 1970, decided that studies of Oceanic Culiures
should be undertaken for a period of five years beginning 1971. The
project forming & regional part of the Unesco program of cultural
studies called for a major effort in order to preserve the cultures of
the South Pacific which are rapidly being affected and modified by the
increased rate of technological advance. TFor 1971-72 biennium, Unesco
provided $US 21,000 for the project.

As a first step, the Director-General held in Suva in
September 1971, an international meeting of experts with the aim of
defining the scope of the studies to be undertsken and the respective
roles of Unesco, governments and interested organisations and individuzls.
Based on the Suva discussions and recommendations, Unesco has determined
its initial activities.

In the short term, the Director-General has defined the program
for Oceanic Cultures for 1973-74 (17C/5 para. 3140) as follows:

"The Oceanic Cultures project, planned for a period
of five years, will follow the recommendations of the
international expert meeting held in Suva, Fiji, in September
1971, and have in 1973-T74 three parts. TFirst, oral traditiomns,
music and dance will receive urgent attention; contracts with
research institutions in Oceania -~ including, whenever
necessary, governmental departments directly responsible in
such States as Fiji, Nauru, Tonga and Western Samoa - will
cover recording analysis and publication; and fellowships
will enable young local research staff in these States and
other islands of Oceania to obtain training in cultural
studies. Second, local institutionswill be helped to
develop into centres for cultural research, conservation
and popularisation., Third, encouragement will be given to
the organisation of seminars and workshops promoting
traditional arts and to the preparation of a travelling
exhibition of the Oceanic arts and of a series of long-
playing records of Oceanic music. (Regular program
$54,000)".

In the Medium-Term Outline Plan for 1973-78, para. 3108, the
five-year program is described as follows:

"The project is mainly directed towards the
collection of oral traditions, the study of historically
authentic music and dance, and the maintenance of the
artistic heritage threatened with extinction. Aid will be
given to scholarly and cultural institutions in the Pacific
Islands to allow them to develop related activities in
cultural research and conservation",
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In advance of the international meeting of experts, the
Australian National Advisory Committee organised a meeting of experis
on Oceanic Cultures. It was seen basically as an opportunity for
local and regional speciszlists to discuss the needs and priorities of
research in the Pacific, which would be of assistance to the participants
of the Suva meeting and to the Director-General of Unesco. A wide range
of interests was represented at the Australian meeting. Participants
included invitees from Australia and New Guinea institutions, and
representatives of institutions in American HMicronesia, New Caledoniza,
Fiji, French Polynesia, Hawaii and Few Zealand.

Both meetings agreed that an urgent need existed to promote
studies of Oceanic cultures, and similar recommendations emerged. The
Suva meeting listed three broad priorities, in order of importance:

i) the study and fostering of oral traditions,
language and creative and performing arts in
their traditional and developing forms;

iji) the promotion of all aspects of work connected
with material culture and technelogy including
documentation, conservation and repatriation
of artifacts;

iii) salvage archaeology and work on conservation
of archaeoclogical sites.

As a fundamental principle the Suva nmeeting considered that
the project should first serve the Oceanic people by providing
opportunities for the active participation of Pacific Islanders in the
process of interpretation of their own cultures.

As a means of implementation, the Suva meeting recommended
the development of museum-library complexes, the training of indigenous
scholars and research workers, publication programs in Oceanic langusges,
research into and promotion of the creative arts and an active program of
ethnographic film-meking. In specific regard to Western lMelanesia, the
urgent establishment of an Institute of New Guinea Studies was recommended.

Australian Seminar on Source Materials Related
to Research in the Pacific Area

This Seminar, organised by the Committee for Libraries and
Related Fields, and held in September 1971, was directly related to the
interest of the Australian Unesco Committees in the problems of the
Pacific area. The purpose of the Seminar was to determine action
necessary to improve documentation services in the Pacific. With a
finencial grant from Unesco, under the Participation Progrem, it was
possible for librarians, archivists, scholars and bibliographers from
Australia, Papue New Guinea and New Zealand to be joined by specialists
from Fiji, British Solomon Islands, Western Samoa, New Hebrides, New
Caledonia, Tonge and American Micronesia,



Ariging from Seminar discussions, a number of resolutions
were formulated. These gave high priority to the preparation of &
basic list of standard published source materials which are difficult
to obtain. The Seminar resolutions also suggested the urgent need 4o
develop archives, libraries and museums in the Pacific and emphasised
the importance of establishing appropriate training facilities. In
the field of conservation there was thought to be an inmediate need
for the preparation of a handbook on conservation techniques and for
the establishment of central and regional laboratories. Another
resolution recommended the establishment of a training institution in
the Pacific for scholars concerned with the collection of oral
traditions.

Dr. H.J. Plenderleith, the ex-Direcctor of the Rome Centre
for the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property, visited
hustralia for the Seminar as a Unesco Consultant. As a result of
suggestions made at the Seminar, Dr. Plenderleith agreed to produce
a handbook on conservation techniques suitable for use in the Pacific
area. The handbook is now being printed by the National Advisory
Committee for Unesco.

Australian Advice to Unesco, Poris

For the information of new members, the sub-coumittee met
on 23 Februery, 1972, to consider the recommendations of the Suva
meeting and to determine the nature of Australian advice on the initial
implementation of the project and the possibility of a program of
associated Avustralian activities. The report of the meeting is attached
(Attachment A). Advice relating to the international program and its
co-ordination was referred to Unesco, Paris,

The following agenda items trace developnments and future
proposals related to the project. In view of developments which have
occurred since the Committee last met, it has been considered necessary
to call a further meeting specifically to consider the form of briefing
for the Australian delegation to the 1972 General Conference, and to
determine the nature of desirable involvement of the Australian National
Advisory Committee in the project.

2, MALAY CULTURES PROGRAM

The Project on the study of Malay Cultures is described in the
Draft Program and Budget for 1973-T74 (170/4) 28 follows:

"The project, plammed for a six-year period, will
follow the recommendations of the international expert meeting
held in Kuala Lunmpur in Januvary 1972 and cover three main
areas:

i) creative expression, language and
literature, oral or written, architecture
and music, visual and performing arts;



ii) ideas - values and meanings characteristic
of Halay culture; and

iii) institutions, including contemporary
social and cultural developments",
. (Para. 3107)

In the longer term, 1973-T8 (17C/5), the future of the program
is outlined as follows:

"Following the initial phase of planning (1971-72)
of the project on lMalay Cultures, gtvdies will be conducted
in 1973-74 on the verious modes of artistic expression:
literature and oral tradition, music, visuval and perfornming
arts. A parallel series of studies, also to be launched in
197% and to be developed over the two succeeding biemnia, will
deal with the adaptation of traditions to modern life and will
consider the present vitality and relevance of traditional
values; the examination of this question respond to the
growing sense of cultural identity within the region. The
creation of a scholarly network for regional co-operation in
the study of Malay cultures will be stimulated by granting
research contracts to wniversities and other competent
institutions and encouraging co-ordination of research
sctivities. An evaluvation will be made, before the end of
1976, of the results of the activities carried out over the
six-year period for wvhich the project has been planned. The
preparation of two publications is planned for the first

biennium and three for the second",
(Para. 3136)

Dr. Tugby attended, in January 1972, the leeting of Experts
to launch the lalay Culture project and presented a report which was
tabled at the last meeting of this Committee. For the henefit of new
members, this report is attached. (Attachment B),

ATty izl C)

A draft resolution/has been submitted by Indonesia, HMalaysia
and the Philippines which seeks additional funds for 1973~74 and an
extension of Unesco's interest in the project up to 1980,

The Director-General advises that if the budgetary incirease
proposed is approved by the General Conference, there would be 2 need
to add $3%3,000 to the total budget allocated to the Halay Culture Program.
On the gquestion of an extension, the Director~General comments that it
would not be advisable for Unesco to contemplate an extension beyond 1978
without 2 preliminary assessment of the project.

The Director-General's proposed amendments (para. 3, page 3,
draft resolution) would appear to indicate sympathetic consideration in
the future for a possible extension, and would indicate that the 1973-78
stage is seen as preliminary only.

The Committee may wish to discuss the attitude which the
Australisn Delegation should adopt when this draft resolution is presented
at the General Conference. There is little prospect of initial funds for



1973-T74, but a favoursble recepiion by the CGeneral Conference cculd
influence budgetary allocation for the subsequent four years and &
possible extension of the pregram.

Hembers may also wich to consider the desirability of

presenting a similar draft resolution referring to the Oceanic
Cultures program. This might be co~sponsored by New Zealand.

3, CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS

Following the International lMeeting in Suva, an approach
wvas received from Dr. ¥ono, Director of the Division of Cultural
Studies, Unesco Secretariat, highlighting the recommendations of the
Suva meeting to which priority consideration would be given and sseking
to discuss methods of implementation. The views of this Committee were
sought on the items mentioned in Dr., Kono's letters and these comments
have subsequently been transmitted to the Unesco Secretariat.

A reply has since been received from Unesco, Paris, setbing
out the state of planning and progress to date of the project. A
summary of the situation is detailed below.

i) Oral Tradition

The University of Papua New Guinea has expressed interest in
the research on oral tradition and are in the process of preparing a
research plan. Dr. Kono has advised that Professor Bruce Biggs
(Anthropology Department, University of Aucklend) has agreed to prepsres
a regional program. He will assemble information on research proposals
in various areas of the Pacific and submit to Unesco, towards the end
of 1972, his evaluation and proposals which will be examined by a small
penel of-experts in the first half of 1973. It is proposed that
participating institutes will start the research in 1973, as recommended
by Professor Biggs and his panel.

ii) Music _and Dance

Professor Barbara Smith of the University of Hawaii and
Dr., Adrienne Kaeppler of the Bishop Museum have asgreed in consultation
with scholars in the Pacific region to prepare a regional program for
recording music and dance., Dr. Kono advises that this work will be
started as soon as funds are available at the Secretariat.

iii) Art Exhibitio

Australian support for the proposed Unesco travelling
exhibition of Oceanic art together with a list of specialists in the
field was conveyed to the Unesco Secretariat. Our support was welcomed



and it is planned that a small number of specialists in the region
could meet early in 19735 in order to formulate the basic plen for
the exhibition. Ilembers might give some congideration to Australian
specialists who might be invelved in planning for the exhibitien.

Dr. Kono advised that some FHember States in the region had
suggested the possibility of the travelling exhibition (of photographic
reproductions) being accompanied by original works relating to the islands.
The Australian Committee at its last meeting éid not favour such an
exhibition owing to the technical and financial difficulties. The
Paris Secretariet has stated that such an exhibition could only be
possible when lember States in the region or the South Pacific
Commission took the initiative, if necessary, under the Participation
Program. '

iv) Institute of New Guinea Studies

Australia's interest in the creation of the proposed institute
was conveyed to the Secretariat and was welcomed. Dr., Kono writes -
"This may well be one of the most important activities under this new
Oceanic studies program and the interest shown by responsible Government
authorities in Australia is encouraging".

The representative from the External Territories Department may
wish to comment on the progress of the proposed feasibility study of
establishing the institute,

v) Cultural Centres

As regards the development of cultural institutions in other
parts of Oceania, Dr. Duff, Director of Canterbury lMuseum, New Zealand,
will soon start preparing a model program for cultural centres. It is
planned that once such a program is formulated, it will be showm to
interested islands.

vi) Training

We have been advised that Dr. V.C. Bickley, Director of the
Bast-West Centre's Culture Learning Institute in Honolulu, has been
making preparations to hold a training course for Pacific¢ islanders on
museuns, archives, ethnomusicologzy and ethnobotany. If funds are
available, he wishes to start the course early in 1975, It will be a
six-months training consisting of group studies in Homolulu at the
East-West Centre and then at the Bishop HMuseum, followed by a visit to
selected Pacific islands for on-the-spot experience. The final phase
will be an attempt at synthesis again in Honolulu. Dr. Bickley has
informed Paris that Mr., Bruce Palmer of the Fiji Museum and Profesgsor
Barbara Smith of the University of Hawaii have already agreed to teach
at the course.

New Zealand specialists such as Professor Biges, Dr., lMclean
and Dr. Duff have also expressed interest in training and Dr, Duff has



suggested that courses * given on museums, preservation of artifacts
and archival records.

In order to 1 overlapping, Dr. Kono has suggested to
Dr, Bickley that he con. . it with the Australian Committee, which
expressed interest in puceum and library training for Pacific islanders

at Australian instituticns. Dr. Bickley has not yet been in touch with
us.

Unesco is planning to grant a limited number of fellowships
in association with the program in 1973-74.

4, CO-ORDINATION OF TilE PROGRAM

At its February meeting, this Committee put forward a proposal
that a regional consultant might be appointed to co-ordinate the program.
It was felt that in view of the lack of a regional body to co-ordinate
the project, in contrast to the Malay Cultures Program, and in view of
the multiplicity of local activities inveolved and the vast area under
review, that fthe immediate appointment of a regional censultant for the
period of the program was essential to its success.

Dr. Kono was advised of this recommendation and, while
expressing interest in the proposal, stated that he did net consider
the engagement of a regional consultant essential at this stage of the
program. He felt that the engagement of Professor Biggs for oral
tradition, Dr. Duff for cultural centres and Professor Smith for music/
dance, with the Australian Committee having responsibility for the
institute of New Guinea studies and the preparation of the travelling
exhibition, was sufficient for the time being.

The Committee's opinions are further sought on the necessity
of co-ordination of the program in view of Dr., Kono's comments.

5, BEVALUATION MEETING - 1975

It is proposed in the ledium-Term Outline Plan for 1973-78
that a meeting be held in 1975 to evaluate the results of activities
carried out in commection with the Oceanic Cultures Program.

The Committee for the Arts supported by the Museums and
Libraries Committee have suggested that Australia offer to host the
evaluation meeting. '
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6. ROUND TABLE ON BTHHNOGRAPHIC FTLH
I THE PACIFIC D

A proposal was mede at the Heeting of the Communications
Committee this year and was supported by the Committee for the Arts
that a Second Round Table on Ethnographic Film in the Facific Area
following on from the successful first Round Table which took place in
Australia in 1966, might be held in 1973-T4. The Hational Advisory
Committee will examine this proposal along with other requests for
Participation Program assistance when it meets later this weelk,

7. COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

In sccordance with a recomsendation from this Committee at
its February meeting, Dr. Trevor Jones (Husic, Honash) and lir.
Mollison (Director, National Gellery) have been invited to join the
Committee.

Dr, Allen, Research School of Pacific Studies, is standing
in for Professor Golson at this meeting.
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I. AUSTRALIAN UNESCO SUHINAR ON SCURCE MATERTALS
RELATED TO RESEARCH IN THE PACIFIC AREA
Mr. GraneGk reporued tAns bhere were tangible results
of this meeting, held in Canberraz in September, 197i. Dr. H.
Plenderleith, the Unesco consultant at the Seminar, has prepared
5 s PLET

the draft of a conservaotion handbook which will be published by
the National Advisory Commititee., Resolutions made a2t the Source
Materiasls Seminar were circulated at the Suva meeting, and a

-

number viere incorporataed in the Suva revort. The revort of the
Source liaterials Seminar is expected o be published thig year.

II. CONSIDERATION OF THT RETORT OF THE SUVA VELTING

lembers present at the Suva meeting explained that the
aims of the Cceanic SiTudies projescet a5 outbtlined in the final

report of the Suva meeling were listed gemerally in priority order:

(1) aim at the conservation of the cultural heritage by
the setting up or improvement of appropriate institutions
in the area, was assigned priority beecause of the
non-material nature of the cultural heritare, to

susceptihility to change and because this would assist in
the develcopment of traditional arts ete.

(ii) facilitate research on the culiures of the Oceanic
peoples approprintely adapted to local needs and resources -
this was a long-term prozram "hich reasuired more focilities
in the area, and the structures needed would bs the subject
of lowg-term work and consultation:

(iii) se=k out and make use of the most effective means
of making Oceanic cultures hetlter known within and outside
Oceania - this was discucsed in a low key, and represented
a possible future extension of the work in (i) =and (ii).

Priority was given at the Suva meeting to the
establishment of an Institute of llelanesian Studies, althougn the
emphasis changed to an Institute of Hew Guinea Studies, with
appropriate links with other institutions. This iz an area in
which Unesco appeared to consider Australia could best make &
contribution.

lir, Hennessy pcinted out that it would not be pogsible
to proceed with the development of such an Institute without the
backing of the Papua Hew Guinea Administration, and whatever
plans are formulated must be acceptable,

The importance of the establishment of museum-library
comrlexes was emphasised at the Suva wmeeting, I‘embers pointed
out that a clerr pattern vias needed in the establishment of
these centres, which would be less muscums and libraries in

the conventional sense than cultural congry

es, perhaps incormporating
the verforming arts, and a resources centre omhers felt it
; § .

would be useful to emphasise these features to Unesco, Paris.
The Committee indicated that Unesco supvort would be

required for the training of local veonle in a range of =2ctivities
and responsibilities, especially training to care for practical asgects

yol 25
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The distincticn ves emphasised beiveen the indcpen?cn;
governments of the Pacific, and the dependent islands and
territories which viere seeking not only training but also the
support of tho metropolitan poviers,

Dr Turby comnented on the Suva report in relation to the
gtudy of Malay cultures program. Austrslia with YNew “saland is
one of the external sporsors of the Oceania project, ' hereas
the lalay eouwtrleq vhvsselvﬂq are the sponsorz in the Malay
project. The existing institutions are relatively wealkly r7“"’0:'-0].3‘“1
in Oceania in contrast with the linlay region. In Cceania there
are no ic22l structures which suppert the program, whereas a
Committee on the Study of lMalay Culture has been gset up in that
region, The Malay Culture Program will be forwarded on local
initiative, whereas the initiative lies largely with Unesco
in the Oceanic 5tudies Program, Dr Tugby pointed 1o the nsed
for (i) clarification of responsibility; (ii) the building of
a Committee structure for co-ordinating and implementing the
Oceania prorramy (iii) co-ordination of efforts betwesn
Australia and nOW Zealand; (iv) the realistic phasing of the
program,

The Secretariat agreed to drav to the attention of reclevent
éiscivlines recommendztions conitzined in the Suva report om
reqoonqlblTitina relating to the recordinz of oral literature
(pﬂrl. 17, (iii)), the derosit of unedited film footase (para. 22),
and the conduct of field workers (para. 36).

The Department of Education and “cience was also requested
to pursue with the Department of the Environment, iborigines and
the Arts the guestion of the impleiientation of the ierner rerport,
in the context of recommendation mude at the Suva meeting
concerning conservation (para. 23 (i)).

ITI QCEANIC STUDIES CROSRAM IN PALUA NEW GUINEA

lir Hennessy pointed out to members that before a
fensiblllty study on the Institute of llew Guineaz Studies as
propnzed in Dr Bammate's letter vins bhegun, it would he necessary
to consult the Tapua Hew Guinea authorities, The importunce of
relating the concept of the Institute with proposals for national
cultural development currently being canvasgsed by th2 Department
of Txternal Territories and the Papua Mew Guinea A ninistration
was emphasised. It was agreed to transmit the Unesco prorosal
to the Papua Hew Guinea Administration to seek their views on
the feasibility study. It was vpointed out that the funds Lfor
the study were available for the biennium ending 1072,

Members apgreed it would Le useful to devote 2 future
sub-committee meeting to the examination of a series of
progosals relating to cultural development in Papua New Guinea,
after the results of External Territories' investigations are
available perhaps in May., It would then be possible to submif
propoanls to Hxternal Territories, perhaps leading to a meeting
in Zapua New Guinea of people who would be concerned with
implementing these proposals, It was considered imrortant for
representatives

ee/3e



3.
of the Departments of Txternal Terriiories and Zducation and
Science to attend,

Follovwing this meeting it might be appropriate for the
Unesco Ceasibility study to proceed.

v OISINDTATION OF MR YONO'S LTITRR

= S A

“embers ewmphasised the importaence of being kept informed
£ what other Hational Coumiraions, oraanisations and indivicduals
”””0 being anked to do in the “f”". 12 Unesco Sacretariat
will be anted to supply this informntion,

In reply to "“» ¥ono's letter, a rroposal is %o be rud

for a regismal connulitant who misht serve a rAdinat

function. In view of the lack of a resional body 1o cowowﬂ nate
the project, in contr=zst to the "Mlay Cultures rrogva=, and
in view of the multirlicity of loeal nctivities invo /
the vrdst area undsr review, remhers considered th-t
apnpointment of a rz~ional consultant for the period of 1
prosram "ﬂnential to ite success, The conzultzant's task

wonld bhe Lo work out with region:l authoritics in th acifie
area the loecal imslementation of the nrogzram, and to Leep
regional comuittees in touch with activiiies thrcurhout the

aren.

1. HRHesecarch on oral tradition, music and dance

Hemhers “r"on that an 2a-»rvonch ~meuld be mnde to the
Univanitr of Payu2 Wew Guinea Admiriateation s-okines advice
on the rtos

to be assisted by Unesco.

9ibility of recearch prorru:ns on oral traditions

i

2., Art T«hibitions.

lembers noted come problems which would be associated
with assembling an exhlaiti n of oririnal works of art, and
supported this proroanl if funds would he available for =2
curator to accompany the exhibvition on tour. It was considered
that Uneaco could be advized on what mat-rial would he available
in Australia for such an exhibition, but responsibiliity for
mounting wonld rest with Uncsco.

Nembaers gave higher rricrity to the idea of a photosraphie
exhibition, which would travel bhetter, he snsicr to mount and
would be less expensive, Display would not be a provlem, =nd
could be handled hy education denartmorts where thers is no local
mugsun, Nantions vould nead to he trannlated into the vernaocular.
This exhivition would be mounted in Paris, hut soms material
conld bve supplied from Australia, Tt was arrsed to offer the
gsupport of Australian institutiorns in mounting the exhibition,
and to seck more detqlled information on how many photogragphs

o ol B
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would bo needed and details of ithe size required and vhether they
were to bBe in colour or black and white, Suprort from muasums
and libraries covld he coccoured through the Austraslian Unesco
Commititee structure for this project.

The following list of specialists in the art of Oceania
who nmight be comnsulted cm this matier was proposed:

Mr Graeme iretty South Adustralian Juseun

Mr J, Specht _ Australisn lluscum

¥r Peter Lauer Department of Anthropology,
University of CJueensland.

Mr Rarry Craig Sydney

Pex Guinen

¥r Ton Craig
(Professor Bulmer could ndvise on others).

U. 7
LR

Anthony Forgé Tepartment of nthrepolofy,
London Secnool of ‘corcnics.

New “ealand

¥Mr 8. lead Benartoent of Anihrorpology,
- University of Auckland,

Qversean

Dy Jean Guiart (Faris)

Dr idrisn Geerbrands (Loiden)

Dr Yeln (Berlin)

Dr Yhilip Dark (U.S.A.)

Dourlaa Tewston (U.3.4.) usecun of Primitive ird

Jerry Abramson (Us5.4.)

3., imsie scordinga

1t was suggesited that Profeasor ‘irevor Jones, lionash
University and Tr Wervyn [eLean (Univeraity of Auckland) could
be comaulied by Unesco shont ethimomusicology., Professor Bulmey
may be able to suggest further names., The imeyclopacdia of
New Guinea, due fr release in March, gives a full listing of

'o/5-
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recordings of Tapua Few Guinea music and vhere it is available
The South Pacific Commission keeps a library of records of

Pacific Hunic and the 1.8.C. 2lso has a collection.

v SUGGESTIONS POR AUSTRALIAN ACTIVITIES
‘embers 2tressed the imrportance of training FPaeific

Islancers gnd agreed that Australia could make a2 contribution
to trairins in some fields. The advantages of in-s ﬁrv1ce
training courses in a number of inatitutions rather “han formal
course= leading to gualifications were recognised, It was
Sufwe”;ﬁﬁ that Unesco, !'aris nmigsht ”“WL fellowships availshle
for Uacific Islnders to zo to Tew Zealand or Australiz for
short-term training in oo“lurv"'ﬂﬁ“, museumns 2nd libraries.

In addition, thn Department of Poreism Affairs might he able

to offoy fraining “c1ol=“”“‘9 undcy the South f.cific Aid
Program; the Secretariai will investipate this possibility

lembers apreed th2t the Secretariat should purcue with the
Commonwealth Pilm Unit the propoaal that they proluce in collaboration
with Unesco an ethnographic film on Vapua New Guines and with
the A.B.C. the suggestion that they nroduce a film dealings with
¢

the cultures of Pacific peoples.

It was agrced that Ilr Graneek should prepare a prorosal
for a Seminar for luseun-library workers which could be presented
to the Committes for lluscuds and Libraries for approvals

Other Australian activities will include the publication

of Dr Tlenderleith's conservation handbecok and the publication
of the report of the Source Haterials Seminar.

Y1 DISTRIBUTION OF SUVA RTTORTD

It was apreed that the Suva Report should be circulated
to all Universitics; to each of the B3tate useuns and 3tate Libraries;
the Wational Library; to ankind, the Gceqmiq Fublication of the
Department of Anthropology, University of Sydney; to [acific
Islands llonthlys; and to all participants in the January Australian
Unesco leeting on Oceanic Studies,

VII QUYD TABLE ON LTINOGRAIUIC PTTI IN THY
FACIFIC AR

Dr Tugby, suggested that 1t would ae appropriate o irnclude
representatives of the lialay Cultures Program in the proposed
Round Tahle, since there is provision in that program for the

recording in film of culture forms.

sl B
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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR ULESCO

Report on the Meeting of Experts to Launch the Unesco Project
on the Study of Malay Culture, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
21-28 January, 1972

Background to the meeting

The Meeting was preceded by a Regional Conference on the
study of Malay culture held at Puntjak Pass, Java in April, 1971
at which a Committee for the Study of Malay Culture was formed.
This Committee met in Kuala Lumpur in August 1971 to develop the

proposals arising from the Puntjak mceting.

The Kuala Lumpur Meeting of Experts was attended by 29

Chief Participants from 17 countries and 20 Observers.

The Meeting had before it as working papers:

£ The report of the Puntjak conference as amended
by the Kuala Lumpur Committee meeting

1i. Submissions on behalf of the National Commissions
for UNESCO of Indonesia, the Philippines and
Thailand.

iii. A Scientific Information Document prepared by

Denys Lombard, Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etude,
Paris.

Aims and interests
AimS 2

The aims of the Cultural Studies Programme were stated by
pr. Bammate, representing the Director General of Unesco, as scholarly.
They included the recognition of cultural identity, and the recognition

of cultural values as thepasis of international co-operation.

The Malay Culture programme had three levels of interest:

Creative expression - which linked the programme
to the lives of the pcople;

Tdeas and valucs - demonstrating the contributions
of Malay culture to world ideas; and

Social institulions - drawing upon the uniquencess
of Malay soclal organisation.

The Malay world was territorially defincd by the meeling

as including the five countries whlch.originally sponsored the project
at the last General Conference of Unesco - Indonesia, Malaysia,
singapore; Thailand and the Philippines - with Southeast Asia, Madagascar

and Oceania as a broader context.



Procedure

The meeting considered the ten projects proposed by the
Council and other projects proposed from the floor. After being
bricfed on the results of the Meeting of Experts on Oceanic “ultures
held ab Suva, Fiji in September, 1971 the meeting broke into four work

groups as follows:

Group A - Language and Literature; Oral Traditions;

Patterns of thought

Group B - Primary Malay culture; Bibliographies;
Archives.

Group C - Creative Expression (Visual, Dramatic and
performing arts).

Group D - Social and Cultural developments; Islam in

Malay culture; Modern Trends in Malay Culture;
and the Relation of Malay culture to Other

Cultures.

Proposed Projects

Language and Literature

1 The establishment of cultural centres for the integrative
study of oral traditions, languages and literatures.

These centres, one in each of the five sponsoring
countries, are to carry out rescue work in the field

of oral tradition and to record languages in danger of
disappearing. It is considered that they will contribute
to an increase in literacy, provide a knowledge of the
national language in each country and help people to
become better educated by so doing.

A uniform cataloguing system is proposed to permit
regional co-operation.

The first two years of the project will be devoted to

recording and the preparation of a practical handbook

for the collecting of oral tradition. The net phase
: . 2 A

will be concerned also with cataloguing and the

preparation of guides to the collections.

25 The role of languages in the development of contemporary
Malay cultures.

This project is concerned with the impediments to and
social Implications of the development of national
Languages in the Malay world.

B The study of literatures in the Malay region.

This project aims to make Malay literature a part of
world literature by the collection and inventory of
manuscripts, phil gical work, the comparative study
of texts, dissemination of texts and other materials
in local languages and the study of contemporary
literature and the creative process in a sociological
framework.

It is proposed to set up a permanent committee of
experts on literature to implement the nreians .



Compilation and reproduction ol vpigraphic
documents in the Malay region.

It is proposed to compile and publish a
corpus inscriptionum.

The foundations of Malay culture project.

The study of the early generalized Malay culture
will stress the unity of the region and reveal its
cultural links with other cultures in Asia and
Oceania.

This study programme includes the study of :

The common cultural matrix from which the
cultures cf the Malay and Oceanic worlds
emerged;

Mainland origin areas of the progenitors
of Malay cultures - the coast and hinterland
of China and northern Vietnam; and

The spread and mingling of major traditions
in the Malay world.

Bibliography and Source materials

4 bibliography of Malay culture

The object of this project is to publish
retrospective and current bibliographies of
Malay culture. A National Bibliographic
Centre is proposed in each of the sponsoring
countries, one of which will act as a clearing
house.

The cataloguing and publication of source
materials on Malay culture

It is proposed to collect, catalogue and
publish available indigenous and source
materials on Malay culture. Unesco help is
sought for obtaining these materials and for
the preparation of guides to them in English
and French.

Visual and performing arts

8.

Survey of Malay art forms

It is proposed to obtain samples of all existing
Malay art forms and to publish a handbook on the
history of Malay art and to preparc an cncyclopacdia
of the visual and performing arts.

In addition to encouraging the cestablishment of
national centres for the performing arts that at
one of them a regional research centre is proposed.

Particular items in this project are: The preparation
of a simple handbook of Malay music for secondary
schools, the codification and standardization of
notation for traditional music and choreography

and the long term study of Srivijayan and Islamic art.



Modern and Contemporary social and cultural developments

10.

11.

12.

135

14,

Islam in Malay culture

It is proposed to evaluate previous works

on this subject, to elucidate the role of

Islam in Malay history and culture and to
determine the present and future role of

Islam as a factor in the unity and modernization
of the Malay world.

(e
Malay Sultynates and Malay culture

The objects of this project are to establish

the characteristics of Malay political economic
and social systems and to elucidate the dynamics
of Malay political traditionms.

It is proposed to study four sultanates:
Malacca, Mataram, Sulu and Acheh and at a
later stage and in a comparative framework
Kedah, Selangor, Johor, Jékja, Surakarta
and Brunei. "

Trends on Malay society

This project is to study modifications of Malay
societies in connection with the modernization
process from within and outside the Malay
world.

Study of Contemporary Small-Town or Provincial
elites.

This project explores one of the important
operational aspects of the proceeding one

namely the elites who are the main media through
which social and cultural change takes place.

Comparative law studies

This project explores the way in which adat
(traditional or customary law) has changed and
those aspects of traditional law which inhibit
or encourage modernization, industrialization
and social change.

A final comparative study of law and legal
institutions in the Malay world is sought.

Malay aspects of Malagasy culture

The objects of this project are to explore

the Malay aspects of Malagasy civilization;

to make the peoples of the Malay world aware
of their cultural affinities with Malagasy
culture and to strengthen Malagasy connections
with the Malay world as a whole.

Rescarch on Malay culture in Madagascar is
proposed followed by comparative and historical
studics with integration of the resnlts into
cducation and the promotion of cultural
relations with the Malay world,



Implementation

The meceting recommended to Unesco that the Council for the
Situdy ol Malay Culturce formed at the Puntjak Confercnce be entrusted
with leading scholarly responsibilities in the implementation of the

project.

Funds for the project would be available from Unesco from
the Regular Programme budget, from the Participation Programme and
from the Fund-in-Trust. Funds might also be obtained from the United
Nations Development programme for certain activities related to social

and economic development.

The possibilities of publishing interim results for
circulation among scholars was discussed, and of publishing some
results in the new journal CULTURES to be launched soon by Unesco.

The use of Man in Southeast Asia as a means of spreading information

about the project on an international basis was noted with interest.

Links with the Oceanic Culture programme

This topic was not specifically dealt with. It was implicit
in the project on foundations of Malay culture but the specific
proposals made at the Fiji Oceania meeting did not key in with the
Kuala Lumpur proposals. This was in part due to differences in
project style and scope but also to the exclusion of the study of
minorities from the Culture study programmes by definition. Thus

at the points of interdigitation of the Malay and Melanesian worlds
the Melanesoid peoples who form cultural minorities within the Malay

world are neglected.

This situation may change as the projects develop.

Phasing of the work in the programme
Fhasils

For a number of the projects in the Malay Culture project
phases in the work were suggested. Tor some projects it was proposed
to hold meetings for working out definitions of the problem and

procedures SO as to ensure uniformity or co-ordination. Some meetings

for comparison of results were also suggested.

This is an aspect of project planning and exccution which

might be incorporated in the Oceania Project,

D, J. TUGBY
18.2.72



77 Arthur Circle, Forrest;
A.CG:;-‘. 2@3’ Austrﬂli&,
16th Decembers 1971.

!r YI KOIIO’
Divigion of Cultursl Studies,
UNESCOy B.Pe« 3.07; Faris, France,

Dear M. Konoy

Thank you for sending me the final report of the recent Meeting of Experts on the Study
of Oceanic Cultures. I have not had an opportunily of reading it in detail as yet, since it
only arrived today, btut if I should have any comments or suggestions to make 1 shall do so
when I have digested it properly.

Meanwhile I em writing in response to your enduiry about the progress made on the
resolution, passed at the Seminar on Source Materials related to Hesearch in the Facific Area,
that Dr Sachiko latandka should compile a Bibliography of Japanese published material relating
to Micronesia and at the same time fif the Pacific Manuscripts Bureau were willing to pay the
cost) arrange for the microfilming of any still uncollected menuscript material that may be
obtainable in Japan, and in particular the papers of the Nanyo Boyeki and Hanyo Kohatsu Kaisha.

On this subsidiary question of manuscript collection and microfilming I contacted Mr
Hobert Langdony ir charge of the Pacific Maruscripts Bureau, who stated that he had no funds
to finance Dr Hatanaka's work in Japan but might be able to pay for her incidental expenses
while engaged specifically on collecting and also for the cost of the microfilming.

On the main guestion of preparing the Bibliography 1 wrote to Dr Daniel Feacock,
Supervisor of Library Services,; Office of the Eigh Commissioner for the Trust Territory of
the Pacific Islands alt Saipan; who had been a participant at ocur seminar and had indicated
that he might be able tc persuade the Trust Territory Covernment to raise the necessary funds
to enable Dr Hatanaka's work to be undertaken, and asgked him what success he had met with.

In his reply Mr Feacock stated, with regret, that he had been unable to interest the
Department of Land and Surveys, who were apparently the donors whom he had in mind, in the
project, though they might be inferested at some later date., This failure nay be partly due
to the fact that Mr W.A. HeGrath, the Chief of the Land Administration Section, who is

compiling a bibliograply for me on The United States in Micronegis, 1944=-1970, has just

resigned.

So I do not know to whom 1 can turn, except to Unesco., As far as the manuscript &
material is concerned perhaps Pather Thomas L. McGrath may be willing to orgenize a project,
as he is well situated %o do 80 and has the resources of the Micronesisn Area Research Center
and the University of Cuem belind him. Certainly no one would wish to duplicate his efforts.

Ihe Bibliography of published works, however, is a different matter. The published
literature on Micronesia in Japanese does not, so far as 1 can ascertain, smount to more than
a few thousand items and it should not take g competent bhibliographer more than a year to
locate and compile the entries concerning them all. 1t could undoubtedly be best dome in
Japan, where the periodical articles (which are less well known than the books) are located,

T n:zr::?g t:::: bila‘liiogz-apher wou%d contact libraries in other countries if necessary
By ebhmmt iﬁ: thet the project would be & reglomsl one, as far as financial and
i 2 g § are concerned, simply because 1t is such & small ones merely the

pag gt Ll lﬁwtof one library assistant, with bibliographical training or sptitude,
oo s e W deg T Uatanska, in Japan for one year or less, 1 do not know selaries in
& rat'wvemble fromcma be done for P#4,000-#5,000, and about a quarter of that amount would
S s royalties on the sale of the Bibliography. 1t is possible that the
oL Oﬂuchiuﬁgmal Laaoc__ia-tion, of which the Honourable Mitsunori Uekl is President, Mr
s & Ll rector, abd Mr Toshio Kishida Secretary, might be willing to assist. The
orpthe Hicr zi nmj Governmente, the Universities of Tokyo or Kyotos the Dast-West Center
b ronesien Area iesearch Uenter might also be willing to help, 8s each is interested
or uhelr own reasons, in the projects and the sum required is so small?  But the requegt
would have to come from Unesco rather than from & private citizen like myself.

Meanwhile Dr Hatanaka hag returned, or is about to return, to Japan, via Honolulu,
where the University of Hawaii isy I understand, publishing & bock for her. Bhe is the only
Jepanese scholar working Beriously on the culture of the Pacific Islanders, and it seems a
pity thet, if only from the point of view of Japanese prestige, she cannot be kept working



on hexr gpeclality, GShe told me thes she will be willing %o compile the Bibliography
any time that the money to keep her alive can be found, but if it ig preferred that some=
one else should compile it I shall not mind - it is the Fibliography thet we needs regard=-
less of who does it, as it will complete our bibliogrephical coverage of the whole FPacific

I‘Q@.Oﬂo
Dr Hatemaka got your letter at Telefomin, but it was not given to her until the

plane was lesving agein so I fear that she was unable to reply immediately, lowever,
1 have evexy expectation that she will have written to you by now,

Yours sincerely,
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N [ [I united nations educational, scientific and cultural organization
s organisation des nations unies pour I’éducation, la science et la culture

place de Fontenoy, 75 Paris-7¢
1, rue Miollis, 75 Paris-15¢
adresse postale ; B,P. 3.07 Paris

téléphone : 566-57.57
cibles : Unesco Paris
télex ;27602 Paris

éterence : CLT.2/71.02/3718 3 BEC 871

Subject : Final Report of the Meeting of Experts on the Study
of Oceanic Cultures (Suva, 13-17 September 1971)

Dear Mr. Maude,

I am sending you here enclosed the final report of the above meeting. In
so doing, may I express once again our grateful thanks for your participation in
the meeting and your contribution to its work.

The recommendations of the meeting are mltifarious. I should be gad if
you would send us any comments or suggestions you may have on them. In particular,
I want to be informed of the progress in the preparation of the study of
Japanese material relating to Micronesia, about which you talked to me in connection
with the seminar in Canberra. Has the person in Micronesia whom you consulted
indicated the financial arrangements he is making for this project? Father Thomas
B. McGrath; who was in Canberra last Jamary, wrote to me that he was "doing the
ground work on the possibilities of launching a project on documents in Japanese
relating to Micronesia"., Do you envisage the possibility of making this a regional
project to be participated in by the institutions in Australia, Micronesia, Guam,
Hawaii and possibly Japan? If so, what should be the contributions, technical as
well as financial, of each party? As for Dr. Hatangka, I wrote to her in October
informing her about the discussions I had with .you in Suva. I presume that she
will be returning to Canberra early in 1972 and will contact you.

P /[M

Y o
Division of Cultural Studies

Yours sincerely,

Mr, H.E., Maude,

Department of Pacific History,
Australian National University,
Canberra A.C .T. 2600,
Australia.
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N [ s ]' united nations educational, scientific and cultural organization
organisation des nations unies pour.l’éducation, la science et la culture

¢ place de Fontenoy, Paris-7¢

teélephone - 566-57.57
cibles : Unesco Paris
télex : 27 602 Paris

reference ; CLT' 2/‘?1. 02/3334 26 July 19?1

Subject : Meeting of experts on +the study of Oceanic cultures

Dear Mr. Maude,

Thank you for your lettér of 16 July, from which I am very glad to learn
that you have aceepted our invitation and will be attending the above meeting,
o be held in Suva from 13 to 17 September 1971.

y Here encloged I am sending you the Working Document (SHC.?l/CONF.lé/B)
and the General Information Document (BHC.71/CONF.16/INF.1). As explained in the
latter, Mr. B. Gshill, Edwcation Department, Selbourne Street, Suva, will act as
Piji Liaison Officer for the meeting, Will you please inform him of the date and
time of your arrival and whether you need a hotel booking, using . the form
attached to the document.

For your travel to Suva, instructions will be given to our travel agents,
Thos. Cook & Son in Paris, who will in turn contact their local branch so that
you may be issued with a return ticked (tourist class by air). Cooks in Sydney
will, therefore, get into touch with you during the first half of August. As
regards the subsistence allowance, this will be paid in Suva, in Fijlan currency.

I look forward to the pleasure of meeting you in Suva.

Yours sirnerely,

3 no

Divigion of Cultural Studies
Department of Studies, Development
and Dissemination of Cultures

Mr. H.E. Maude,

77 ‘rthur Circle,

Forrest,

A.C,T. 2603,

Aostralia.



/ Distribution: limited SHC.71/CONF.16/3
PARIS, 10 July 1971
Original: English

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL,
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION
MEETING OF EXPERTS ON THE STUDY OF OCEANIC CULTURES
Suva, Fiji, 13-17 September 1971

Working Document

Bac und

1. The Unesco General Conference (resolution 3.312, sixteenth session, 1970)
authorized the Director-General to undertake studies of the cultures of Oceania,
S0 as to help in preserving and making better known the essential values of the
Oceanic heritage. For the project, a five-year plan was to be drawn up by an
international meeting of experts.

2. The National Commissions in Ausiralia and New Zealand convened preliminary
meetings of scholars. Unesco engagad two consultants, who discussed the project
with specialists at institutes for research and conservation in Oceania. The
present document takes account of these and other preliminary consultations made
in 1971,

3. The meeting in FiJji to prepare the five-year plan will discuss the following
items:

(1) geographical and chronological definitions;
(11) aim and purposes of the project;
(ii1) research topics and relative priorities:

(a) artistic expression;
(b) oral traditions, other ethnological data;
(¢) archaeology;
(d) contemporary cultural changes.
(iv) implementation:
(a) development of research institutes in Oceania;
(b) international co-operation: Unesco, research institutes

(v) making oceanic cultures known, in and outside Oceania:

(a) publications;
(b) films and recordings;
(¢) exhibitions, performing arts.

(vi) 1links with the study of Malay culture,



SHC.71/CONF.16/3 - page 2

Gengranshical and chronological definitions

L, Geographical scope: a wide area of the South-West Pacifie, including three
major groups of islands (Melanesia, Micronesia, and Polynesia); mainland Austra-
lia is not included, but New Zealand is. "Oceanic peoples" means autochtonous
peoples within this area. Rigid definitions are not considered.

5. Likewise, no specific bhronological limitations seem necessary. The project
will study the cultures concerned in their original form and as modified through
outside contact.

Aims and purposes

6. The project should:

(a) facilitate research on the cultures of the Oceanic peoples;

(b) help them to conserve their cultural heritage;

(¢) make these cultures better known in and outside Oceania.
7- The project should first serve the Oceanic peoples, not considering them
merely as objects of research but as active participants in it and as the makers,

guardians and interpreters of their own cultures, so confirming their cultural
identity and incidently helping them to understand their neighbours better.

Research topics and relative priorities

8. To facilitate the discussions, four general categories are suggested.

(1) Artistic expression

Isolated efforts only have been made, by a small number of scholars, to
study the music and the performing arts of Oceania. In most areas it is still
possible to record and document music that is pre-European but this may not be so
for very long, and it is now urgently necessary to take advantage and record and
analyse this original music of Oceania while there is still time.

Painting, sculpture, artefacts and architecture also embody the original ideas
and values of the people who create them. Some technical studies have been made,
but a muech better understanding is needed of their aesthetic canceptions, social
functions and religious meanings, and must be obtained before the original mean-
ings, functions and skills are forgotten or seriously modified.

(11) Orel traditions; other ethnological data

Oceaniec cultures have been passed down by word of mouth. Spoken know-
ledge may disappear when people die, or it gets forgotten as a result of changes
in the ways of life. Hence, oral traditions must also be recorded as a matter of
urgency now. Since these traditions incorporate a great variety of teachings and
experience in all aspects of human life, an interdisciplinary approach is needed
both in the collection and in research.

(ii1) Archaeology

: During the last fifteen years archaeological studies have been developed
considerably in Oceania with the result that there are now relatively few areas in
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Polynesia still unstudied by archaeologists. The neglected areas seem to be New
Guinea, some Melanesian islands, and Micronesia. Archaeological studies in these
areas have yet to be promoted. On the other hand, in most of Oceania there is a
great need to facilitate salvage archaeology of important sites threatened with
destruction. The strengthening of legislative measures to protect sites and pre-
serve artefacts is also urgently needed.

(iv) Contemporary cultural changes

Mass movements of populations, and the mass media, are causing vast
changes in every aspect of life which necessarily affect Oceanic cultures so far
as they are living entities, The best way of safeguarding these cultures is to
ensure that the Oceanic peoples are aware of their r6le both as guardians of the
past and creators of their new culture in a changing society.

Implementation

9. The studies selected will be made primarily by research centres and insti-
tutes, but a certain international and interdisciplinary co-ordinating framework
is necessary. Hence the following items:

(1) Development of research institutes in Oceania

Institutes that are properly staffed and equipped for research and con=
servation are a first necessity. This may involve changes in existing universi=-
ties, libraries, museums and SO on in Oceanie, e.g. the addition of a research
and conservation centre to a university, or the establishment of a centre that is
a museum and library combined. Some specialists suggest a special New Guinea
Institute, others a radical improvement of the existing audio-visual archives

of Pacifie cultures.

(11) International co-operation: Unesco, research institutes

Oceania contains numerous islands in a vast area in the Pacifie, with
a relatively small total population. Collections and researchers are scattered
throughout the world. Hence, regional and international co-operation seems
indispensable. Since the research topics have been selected, it is suggested that
certain institutes might be invited to ensure liaison.

Making Oceania cultures known, in and outside Oceania

(1) PALcack 018
10. What kind of publications are likely to reach the widest possible audience?
Reference and scholarly documentation relating to the research in the Pacific area
will be considered at an international seminar in Canberra (5-10 September 1971).
For the general publiC, material for adults and schoolehilden withim the maglion
should be written from the point of view of the Oceani® peoples and take into
account 311 recent research. This is in fact being done by some national author-
ities and regional organizations. International collaboration under the present
project could reinforce these efforts, and lead perhaps to the compilation of a

series covering the whole region.

(ﬂ) Films and recordings

Films are a recognized instrument of research, and a most effective
means of making cultures known, particularly if used in conjunction with tele-
vision (and, soon probably, magnetoscopes and cassettes), They can present an
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entire picture of a way of life, incorporating dance, musie, rituals, visual arts
and ethnological skills. This is obviously of special importance in Oceania.
Following the Unesco meeting on Ethnographic Films in the Pacific (Sydney, 1966),
a catalcgue listing 341 films was published in 1970. It clearly shows how much
the value of an ethnographical film depends on co-operation between scholars and
film-makers. The cost of such films is often prohibitive unless several organiza-
tions combine their efforts and means.

Photographs and tapes may also be kept in archives for broadcasting and other
purposes. Recordings and cassettes of autochtonous music could be commerically
produced for the general publiec. Unesco has enough accumulated experience to get
that part of the programme going fairly rapidly. x

(ii)) Exhibitions, performing arts

Several exhibitions of Oceanic cultures in recent years have tended to
concentrate on purely aesthetic aspects or were limited to individual areas. The
arts of more than one ethnic group or area could be exhibited within a larger
cultural context. As exhibitions of objects take time and money, photographic
panels might be considered for travelling exhibitions. Live performances would
be costly because of the distances invloved, but the greater effectiveness of a
living picture of authentic arts is undoubted. In all these matters, the co-
operation of museums end cultural centres in the region would be essentlal.

Links with the study of Malay culture

11. The General Conference decided that the Oceanic project should be implemented
in conjunction with the Malay project, which deals with the role of classical and
contemporary Malay culture in the development of the civilization of South-East
Asia and Madagascar: creativity (languages, literature, music, theatre); ideas
(beliefs, knowledge, ethical values); and institutions (systems of law and custom,
traditional socio-cultural and socio-economic organization). The details are to
be discussed at an expert meeting early in 1972 in a country in the Malay area.
The Fiji meeting is invited to advise the Secretariat on co~ordination between the
Oceanic and Malay projects, including the possibility of selecting topies common
to both regions, and exchanges of research workers and documentation.
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UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL,
SCIENTTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

MEETING OF EXPERTS ON OCEANIC CULTURES

Suva, Fiji, 13-17 September 1971

GENERAL INFORMATION

1 Place and date of the meeting

At the generous invitation of the Fiji Govermment, the meeting will be held
at the University of the South Pacific (Public Administration Building).

Address:

Telegrams:

Telephone:

The meeting will last from Monday, 13 September, to Friday, 17 September

inelusive.

University of the South Pacific,
P.0. Box 1168,

Suva

University, Suva, Fiji

27131 (Public Administration Building)

b}

The Secretariat will be available at the place of the meeting from

3 September.

For any

further information about the meeting before it opens:

Director,
Division of Cultural Studies,

Unesco,

Place de Fontenoy,

75 Paris 7€ (France).

The Fiji Liaison Officer can be contacted as follows:

Mr. B, CAHILL,
Education Department,
Selbourne Street,
Suva (Fiji)

Telegrams: CAHILL EDUCATION SUVA
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2¢ Opening of the meeting and time-table of meetings

The opening meeting will be on Monday, 13 September, at 10 a.m. Meetings
will normally be from Q a.m. to 12.%0 p.m. and from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

s Working languages

The working languages will be English and French. There will be simultaneous
interpretation during meetings, & Seum = made—a i :

lanzuages.

L, Organization of work

Work will normally proceed in plenary meetings.

Working documents, including the Agenda, will have been sent to all parti-
cipants before the meeting. Further coples can be made available to them upon
arrival.

%o Passports and visas

Travellers entering Fiji need a valid passport. For a stay of up to 30 days
no visa is required except by nationals of the following Member States of Unesco:
Albania, Bulgaria, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Mongolia, Poland, Romania, USSR,
Yugoslavia.

6., Travel and transport to Fiji

Participants are advised to make reservations for their return flight prior
+o0 their outward journey. Reservations can also be made at the various airline
offices at Suva. International flights arrive and leave from Nadi Airport which
is about 45 minutes' flight away from Suva (Nausori Airport). Flights between
Nadi and Suva are frequent both ways (Fiji Airways). It is advisable for parti-
cipants to ask for their flight reservations to be made through to Suva (Nausori
Airport).

Arrival at Suva (Nausori Airport)

Service between the airport and Suva:

By airport bus - FiJi $0.25 cents
Taxl - Fiji $3

However, arrangements will be made by the Fiji Liaison Service to meet par-
ticipants upon arrival and take them to their hotels provided sufficient advance
notice of arrival is received.

Ts Reservation of hotel rooms

The enclosed request for hotel reservation should be completed and sent as
soon as possible, and in any case not later than 30 August 1971, to the Fiji
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ILiaison Service. To avoid delay, participants are strongly advised to send their
application by telegram.

The i"iji Liaison Service has provisionally booked a number of rooms for par-
ticipants at the Grand Pacific and Outrigger Hotels, which are conveniently situ-

ated. Dally rates for room and breakfast are approximately F $10 - F $11 (single
occupancy) .

o

O. ILocal transport

By courtesy of the Fiji Liaison Service, a free bus service will be available
to participants between their hotels and the place of the meeting. To facilitate
matters arrangements have also been made to enable participants to luneh at the
University Dining Room (F $1).

Time-table

(subject to adjustment as may be necessary)

Grand Pacific Hotel dep. 08.30 16.35
Cutrigger Hotel dep. 08.40 16.25
University of the South Pacific arr. 08.50 16.15

Those wishing to travel between the University of the South Pacific and the
centre of Suva outside this bus time-table can do so by taxi. (Average run ap-
proximately F $0.60 cents.)

a, Currency and exchange

Travellers arriving in Fiji may take currency in or out without restriction.

The rates of exchange (traveller's cheques) are approximately as follows:

1US $ = F $0.85
1 Australian $ = F $0.95
1 New Zealand $ = F $0.95
1 £ sterling = F $2.08
1 French franc = F $0.15

Foreign currency can easily be exchanged at hotels or any of the banks in
Suva. Opening hours: weekdays, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.; Saturdays, 9.30 a.m., - 11 a.m,



TELEPHONE: 817211,
TELEGRAMS: "'EDSCI"

Australian National Advisory Committee for UN E S C 0

ADDRESS | WODEN DISTRICT CENTRE, PHILLIP, A.C.T.

POSTAL ADDRESS | P.O. BOX 826, CANBERRA CITY, A.C.T. 2601

IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

Mr H.E, Maude,

Department of Pacific history, 23 AUG 1971
Australian National University, "
Canberra, A.C.T, 2600,

AUSTRALIA,

Dear Mr Maude,

We have been advised by the Director-General of
Unesco that you will be attending the Unesco meeting of Experts
on the Study of Oceanic Cultures to be held in Suva, Fiji from
13-17 September,

The report of the Australian meeting on Oceanic
Cultures organised by this Committee (Canberra, January 1571)
is now available, A copy is enclosed.

I hope that it will be of interest in relation to the
discussions in Suva,

Yours sincerely,




TELEPHONE: 817211,
TELEGRAMS: '‘EDSCI'

Australian National Advisory Committee for UNE S C 0

ADDRESS | WODEN DISTRICT CENTRE, PHILLIP, A.C.T.

POSTAL ADDRESS | PO, BOX 826, CANBERRA CITY, A.C.T. 2601

IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

Mr H.E. Maude,

Department of Pacific history, 23 AUG 1971
Australian National University, 4
Canberra, A.C.T. 2600,

AUSTRALIA.

Dear Mr Maude,

We have been advised by the Director-General of
Unesco that you will be attending the Unesco meeting of Experts
on the Study of Oceanic Cultures to be held in Suva, Fiji from
13-17 September,

The report of the Australian meeting on Oceanic
Cultures organised by this Committee_(CanDerra, January 1971)
is now avallable, A copy is enclosed,

i I @Ope that it will be of interest in relation to the
discussions in Suva,

Yours sincerely,




—

77 Arthur Circle,
Forrest, A.C.T. 2603,
16th July, 1971.

Mr J.M. Parr,

Secretary, Australian National Advisory Committee
for UNESCOU,

P.0. Dox 826, CANBERRA CITY,

A. C. T. 2601. '

Pear lir Farr,
I have been away in Adelaide and Mildura or would have acknowledged
vour letter No.70/4723 of the 6th July before this.

I now enclose a copy of my reply to Pr A, Seydou accepting his
invitation to participate in the meeting of experts on the Study of Uceanic
Chltures to be held in Suva from the 13th to the 17th Sepéember next.

T should be grateful if you would be so kind as to send me, when
available, two copies of the Report of the Meeting on Oceanic Studies held
in Canberra last January, as T have been requested by the Acting Secretary-
General of the South Pacific Commission to forward one to him under cover
of my own report on the meeting as Observer for the Commission.

Yours sincerely,

H.E, Maude,



TELEPHONE: 817211,
TELEGRAMS: ''EDSCI'

Australian National Advisory Committee for U N E S C 0

ADDRESS | WODEN DISTRICT CENTRE, PHILLIP, AC.T.

POSTAL ADDRESS | p,O, BOX 826, CANBERRA CITY, A.C.T. 2601

IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

70/4723

g JUL 1971

Mr H.E. Maude,
77 Arthur Circle,
FORREST. A.C.T. 2603,

Dear Mr Maude,

I ugderstand from Dr Kono of the Unesco Division of
Cultural Studies, Paris, that you are to be one of the Australian
participants in the Unesco international meeting of experts on
Oceanic Studies to be held in Suva from 13 to 17 September, 1971,
1t was very gratifying to learn of your selection.

The report of our January Canberra meeting on Oceanic
Studies is expected to be ready for distribution in early August,
and I will send you a copy. It should be of use in relation to
the Fiji meeting.

I would be glad to provide any other assistance you may
need in preparing for the meeting,

Yours sincerely,

/i

AT
(J.M. Parr)
‘Secretarz



77 Arthur Circle, Forrest,
A.C.T. 2603, Australia,
16th July, 1971.

br A. Seydeou,
Director, DNepartment of Studies,
Development and lissemination of Cultures,
Imited Nations Fducational, Scientifiec and
Cul tural Urganization,
RB.P. 3.07, PARIS, France.

Dear Uy Seydon,
T have.jnst returned to Canberra after a month's absence to find
your letter ADG/SIC/3.3/139/3261 of the 15th June awaiting me.

1 am grateful to you for your kind invitation te participate in
the meeting of experts on the Study of Oceaniec Cultures to be held in
Suva [rom the 13th teo the 17th September, 1971, to make recommendations
concerning the selectien of study themes and their priorities and methods
for the promotion of international co-operation for research, recording
and disgemination of Uceanic enltures.

As a Pacific ethnohistorian 1 have been engaged since 1929 in the
study of the historieal development of Pacific Islands cultures and, more
particularly during recent years, in the location, retrievel, preservation
and hYliegraphieal contrel of the docimentary sources recording this
development. T am therefore glad to accept your invitation and shall
await fnrther information concerning the programme of the meeting with
interest.

Yours sincerely,

H.E. Mande.



—a
N [ S l: united nations educational, scientific and cultural organization
organisation des nations unies pour I’éducation, la science et la culture

place de Fontenoy, 75 Paris-7¢
1, rue Miollis, 75 Paris-15¢
adresse postale : B.P. 3.07 Paris
téléphone : 566-57.57

cables : Unesco Paris
télex : 27602 Paris

référence :  ADG/SHC/343/139/3261 15 June 1971

Subject’s Meeting on the study of Oceanic cultures
(Suva, Fiji, 13«17 September 1971)

Dear Sir,

The General Conference of Unesco, at its sixteenth session
(October=November 1970), adopted Resolution 3,312 which authoriges
the Director=General to undertake studies of the cultures of
Oceaniazes The work plan perbaining to this resolution provides
that the project on the study of Oceanic cultures will be imple=
mented for five years in order to determine the sociomcultural
knowledge which might be of help in preserving and disseminating
the essential val ues of the cultural heritage of the Oceanic

peoples,

For the preparation of this study project, the Directore
General will convene an international meeting of expertss These
experts, invited in their personal capacity, will be asked to
make recommendations concerning the selection of study themes
and their priorities as well as the most appropriate methods
for the promotion of international comoperation for research,
recording and dissemination of Oceanic cultures.

On behalf of the Director=General, may I invite you to
participate in this meeting, which will be held in Suva, Fiji,
from 13 to 17 September 1971, For your information, I am

Mre He B MAUDEj

Department of Pacific History,
Australian Ngtional University,
Canberra City, A, Co Te 2600,
Australia

1. enclosure



ees enclosing a provisional agenda on the meetinge The working languages
will be English and French, Simultaneous interpretation will be pro=
vided from French into Englishe

Return air travel, tourist class, between your place of residence
and Suva would be paid by Unesco and you would receive a subsistence
allowance, in Fiji dollars, to the equivalent of US $20 a day, while
engaged in the consultation in Suvas Further information concerning
the programme of the meeting will be communicated at a later dates

I should be glad to know as soon as possible whether you are able
o accept this invitation.

Yours truly,

for Assistant Director=General for Social Sciences,
Human Sciences and Culture

A. Seydou, Director, &' V
1 b

Department of Studies, Deve
and Dissemination of Cultures



MEETING OF EXPERTS ON CCEANIC CULTURES

Provisional Agenda

1. Opening of the meeting.
5. TElection of Chairman, two Vice-Chairmen and a Rapporteur.
3, General Debate: Basic orientation of the project; aims and purposes.
4. Themes of research and their priorities:
i, Artistic expressions
ji., Oral traditions

jii. History and archaeology
iv. Contemporary cultural changes

5. Methods and means of implementation:

i. Development of research institutions within the region;
ji., Organization of international co-operation: role of
Unesco and participation of research institutions.

6. Dissemination of Oceanic cultures within and outside the region:
j, Publications

Films and recordings

ii.
Exhibitions and performing arts

jii.
7, Relations with the project on the study of Malay culture.

8, Preparation and adoption of a final report.

9., Closing of the meeting.

1T/1396/8:6



77 Arthur Circle, Forrest,
A.C.T.2603, Australia,
11th June, 1971.

Dr John E. deYoung,
South Pacific Commission,
NOUMEA, New Cpledonia.

Dear Dr deYoung,

Sorry not to have replied to your letter (RG 31/5/1 of the st
April long before this, but I had hoped to have enclosed with it the
material on the Unesco Meeting on the Conservation of the Ingigenous
Cul tural Heritage of the South Pacific, together with a brief report
and commentary. But I should have known Unesco better, for they have
got nothing ready as yet, and now I am about to leave for Adelaide and
Mildura for a month or so to escape the worst of the Canberra winter,

I shall be pleased to represent the Commission at the Seminar
on Source Materials relating to Research in the Pacific Area in Sept-

ember if you cannot come yourself or find someone else on the Comnmission

staff with a knowledge and interest in Pacific documentation. So

let us take it that T shall do so unlees I hear from you to the contrary

in the interin,
With best wishes,

Yours sincerely,

L

H.,E. Maude.



CABLE ADDRESS: ADRESSE TELEGRAPHIQUE:

“SDUTHPACOM.' NOUMEA “SOUTHPACOM " NOUMEA
SOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSION COMMISSION DU PACIFIQUE SUD
NOUMEA. NEW CALEDONIA NOUMEA, NOUVELLE-CALEDONIE
PosT Box No. 9 BoiTE PosTALE No. 9
ORG 31/5/1 1 April, 1971

In reply; please quote...... =70 2 0. 2L

PLEASE ADDRESS REPLY TO
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Mr H. E. Maude,

77 Arthur Circle
FORREST, ATCL IS 2 605
Australia.

Dear lir Maude,

Thank you for your letter of 23 March on the recent
UNESCO Meeting on the Conservation of the Indigenous Cultural
Heritage of the South Pacific. I shall look forward to receiving
a copy of the Report.

e I note the dates, 5 to 11 September, for the Seminar-
Conference on Source Materials relating to Research in the
Pacific Area. This is a meeting I would like to attend but

it seems almost certainly to conflict with a UNESCO meeting

on Oceanic Cultures scheduled for Suva roughly at the same

time and also it may conflict with the University of the South
Pacific Council of which I am a member. I wonder if you would
consider representing the Commission at the September meeting.

Yours sincerely,

, zkﬁ%
ohn E. deYo

Acting Secretary=General.

JEdeY/pm



77 Arthur Cirele, Forrest,
A.C.T.20603, Anstralia,

Mr Jcln; deYeung,
Programme Director (Social),
Sonth Pacifiec Conmission,

P,0. Box 9, NOUGHEA,
Vew Caledonia,

Dear 'ir deYoung,

With reference to the telegram, which I take it came from you,-
requesting me to represent the Senth Peeific Commission as an Ohserver
at the receat "nesco meeting on the Conservation of the Indigenous
Cultural fleritage of the Sonth Pacifie, this is to say that I duly
attended the meeting and read a paper on Neevmentary Nesources, and’
that I shall be submitiing my comments as scon as the report on the
meeting is produced by the Australian National Advisory Committee for
Unescd.

I have rung the Comittee up on several occasions but there scens
to be a hiteh in the production of the report, with its supplementary
papers, and nothing is expected for a month or two.

However, the meeting was in effect a get-together of museum
directors from Australis, Vew Zealand and the Pacific Tslands, with a
few anthropelogists, and nothing emerged from the discussions which

to me of any great practieal importance to the Comuission: the
main eonclusion seemed to he that there should he more and hetter museuns
in the islands,

Once or twice, when reselutions were being discussed which would
have resulted in duplicating the work of the Commiesion, of which the
delegates appeared singnlarly ignerant, I was able to intervene and have
the metion quashed or amended., Fut for the mest part even in my time
en the Commission, when our interesis were perhaps more cultnral and
less practieal, T should have regarded the tenmor of the meeting and the
resolutions passed as a bit out of our major field of interest, though
ne doubt desirable eneugh. Put you can see for yourself vhen I am
able to send you the report,

in my gressly biassed opinien, as a doenmentation speecisliet,
the mere important meeting will be the international seminar—conference
on Source Materisls relating te Research in the Pacific Area which
tmeseo is holding in Canberra frem the 5th te the 11th September, but even
this will, I fancy, net be of major interest to the Commissien, unless
it proposes te play a part in the lseation, copying and preservetion of
documentation relating to Pacific studies,




As from: 77 Arthur Cirecle
Forrest, A.C.7.2603,
23rd March, 1971.

Mr J.M. Parr,

Seeretary, Australian lational Advisory
Committee for UNESCO,

P.0. Box 626, CANBIRRA CITY, A.C.T.2601.

Dear !ir Parr,

Une of your staff rang me up last week and
requested the loan of my address given at the recent
meeting on the Conservation of the Indigenous
Cultural lieritage of the South Facific.

I mentioned that ¥ was endeavonring to get
it duplicated, as I had reeeived several requests
for copies from residents in the Pacific Islands.
She agreed that, in return for the Joan of the
address, a number of cepies could be run off for
me in your office. I should be grateful if I could
be sent at least 12,

I'm efraid that the typescript is in a bit of
a mess, as I was amending it up to the last minute
in the light of points made in the preeeding papers.
It will therefore need retyping, together with the
pencilled additions but excluding the parts scered
out,

With many thanks fer your kind co=operation,
Yours sincerely,

fan,

H.E, Maude,
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PROGRAM
OCEANIC STUDIES

Wednesday January 13 to Friday January 15 1971
Coombs Lecture Theatre
Australian National University

Wednesday January 13
Chairman: Professor lan Hogbin, Department

of Anthropology,
9.00- 9.25 a.m.

8.25- 9.50 a.m.

9.50-70.30 a.m.

10.30-70.45 a.m.
10.45-11.15 a.m.

Macquarie University

Opening Address
Professor Axel Steensberg

Copenhagen, UNESCO
consultant
UNESCO Program  of

Cultural Studies: aims, ob-
jectives, methods
UNESCO Secretariat, Dr
N. Bammate, Director,
Unesco Division of Cul-
tural Studies

Australian Experience in the
Field of Cultural Studies
and Cultural Conservation:
the Australian Institute of
Aboriginal Studies

Mr F. D. McCarthy, Princi-
pal, Australian Institute of
Aboriginal Studies

Discussion

Tea

Chairman: Professor Ann Chowning, Depart-
ment of Anthropology and Sociology, Uni-
versity of Papua and New Guinea

11.15-11.45 a.m.

11.45-12.05 p.m.
| 12.05-12.20 p.m.

Regional Survey: Papua-
New Guinea

Mrs Susan Bulmer, Depart-
ment of Anthropology and
Sociology, University ©
Papua and New Guinea

Discussion

Regional Survey: Solomons-
New Hebrides

72.20-12.30 p.m.
72.30- 2.00 p.m.

Dr F. J. Allen, Department
of Anthropology and
Sociology, University of
Papua and New Guinea

Discussion
Lunch

Chairman: Dr R. S. Duff, Director, Canterbury
Museum, Christchurch, New Zealand

2.00- 2.25 p.m.
2.25- 2.40 p.m.
2.40- 2.55 p.m.
2.565— 3.05 p.m.
3.05— 3.30 p.m.
3.30- 3.45 p.m.
3.45— 4.15 p.m.

Regional Survey : Fiji

Mr Fergus Clunie, Assistant
Director, Fiji Museum,
Suva, Fiji

Discussion

Regional Survey: Tonga,
Samoa, Cook Islands

Mr Peter Bellwood, De-
partment of Anthropology,
University of Auckland,
New Zealand

Discussion

Regional Survey: French
Polynesia

Dr Henri Lavondeés, Direc-
tor, ORSTOM, Papeete,
Tahiti

Discussion
Tea

Chairman: Dr Adrienne Kaeppler, Department
of Anthropology, Bishop Museum, Honolulu,

Hawaii
4.15—- 4.35 p.m.
4.35—- 4.45 p.m.
4.45—- 5.10 p.m.

Regional Survey: New
Caledonia

M. Luc Chevalier, Musée
Néo-Calédonien, Nouméa,
New Caledonia

Discussion

Regional Survey: Micro-
nesia

Dr Saul Riesenberg, Smith-
sonian Institution, Washing-
ton, D.C., US.A.; Fr. T. B,
McGrath, Micronesian Area
Research Centre, Unj-
versity of Guam



5.70- 5.25 p.m. Discussion

5.30— 7.30 p.m. Reception, Scarth Room,
University House

Thursday January 14

Chairman : Professor Jack Golson, Department
of Prehistory, Australian National University

9.00- 9.35 a.m. Regional Survey: New
Zealand
Dr R. S. Duff, Director,
Canterbury Museum,Christ-
church, New Zealand

9.35- 9.50 a.m. Discussion

9.50-70.25 a.m. Regional Survey: Hawaii

) Dr Adrienne Kaeppler, De-
partment of Anthropology,
Bishop Museum, Honolulu,
Hawaii

70.25-70.40 a.m. Discussion

10.40-11.70 a.m. Tea

Chairman: Professor W. R. Geddes, Depart-
ment of Anthropology, University of Sydney.

71.10-771.30 a.m. Subject Survey : Social An-
thropology
Professor R. M. Berndt,
Department of Anthro-
pology, University of Wes-
tern Australia

11.30-11.45 a.m. Discussion

71.45-12.20 p.m. Subject Survey: Arts and
Crafts; Oral Literature

Mr Ulli Beier, Centre for
New Guinea Culture, Uni-
versity of Papua and New
Guinea

12.20~72.35 p.m. Discussion

12.35-2.00 p.m. Lunch

Chai_rman: Dr W. Adriaansz, Department of
usic, University of Sydney

2.00- 2.35 p.m. Subject Survey: Music

2.35- 2,50 p.m.
2.50- 3.30 p.m.

3.30- 3.45 p.m.
3.45—- 4.15 p.m.

Dr Mervyn McLean, Ar-
chive of Pacific and Maori
Music, Department of An-
thropology, University of
Auckland, New Zealand

Discussion

Subject Survey: Dance

Dr Adrienne Kaeppler, De-
partment of Anthropology,
Bishop Museum, Honolulu,
Hawaii

Discussion

Tea

Chairman: Mr F. D. MecCarthy, Principal,

Australian Institu

4.15— 4.30 p.m.

te of Aboriginal Studies

Subject Survey: Film
Mr lan Dunlop, Director,
Commonwealth Film Unit

4.30— 4.40 p.m. Discussion

4.40- 5.20 p.m.

o

5.20- 5.35 p.m.
8.00 p.m.

Friday January

Chairman: Fr
General, Société

9.00- 9.45 a.m.

Subject Survey: Site and
Artifact Protection
Mr J. R. McKinlay, New
Zealand Historic Places
Trust, Wellington

Discussion

Film showing, Coombs
Lecture Theatre

15

Patrick O’Reilly, Secretary
des Océanistes de Paris

Subject Survey: Museum
Resources

Mr Graeme Pretty, Curator
of Archaeology, South Aus-
tralian Museum

Dr R. S. Duff, Director,

Canterbury Museum, Christ-
church, New Zealand



Mr P. W. Gathercole, Uni-
versity Museum of Ar-
chaeology and Ethnology,
Cambridge, England

9.45— 70.00 a.m. Discussion

70.00-10.30 a.m. Subject Survey : Documen-
tary Resources
Mr H. E. Maude, Pacific
Manuscripts Bureau, De-
partment of Pacific History,
Australian National Univer-
sity

710.30-70.45 a.m. Discussion

10.45-11.175 a.m. Tea

Chairman: Dr D. J. Tugby, Department of
Anthropology, University of Queensland

71.15-11.40 a.m. Subject Survey: Insti-
tutional Resources
Mr R. A. Langdon, Pacific
Manuscripts Bureau, De-
partment of Pacific History,
Australian National Uni-
versity

11.40-12.30 p.m. Discussion on Institutional
Resources leading 10
general discussion of or-
ganisational ~ aspects of
research co-ordination and

allocation of funds

12.30- 2.00 p.m. Lunch
Chairman : Professor Axel Steensberg, Copen-
hagen, UNESCO consultant

2.00- 3.30 p.m. Discussion of report and
proposals for UNESCO

expert meeting
3.30- 4.00 p.m. Tea

4.00- 4.30 p.m. Closure

_Morning and afternoon teas will be pro-
vided free of charge in the tearoom of the
Coombs Building. Delegates should wear
Name-tags to the tearoom.

MEMBERS OF THE OCEANIC STUDIES
WORKING PARTY

Professor |. Hogbin (Chairman)

Professorial Fellow in Anthropology, Mac-
quarie University. Member, Unesco Com-
mittee for Social Sciences.

Professor Joseph Burke
Professor of Fine Arts, University of Mel-
bourne. Member, Unesco Committee for
Visual Arts.

Mr C. A. Burmester, Assistant National
Librarian. Nominated by Unesco Committee
for Libraries and Related Fields.

Professor W. R. Geddes

Professor of Anthropology, University of
Sydney. Member, Unesco Committee for
Libraries and Related Fields. Nominated by
Unesco Committee for Museums.

Professor J. Golson

Professor of Prehistory, the Australian
National University. Nominated by Unesco
Committee for Social Sciences.

Professor Trevor Jones

Professor of Music, Monash University.
Member, Unesco Committee for Music.

Mr F. D. McCarthy
Principal, Australian Institute of Aboriginal
Studies. Member, Unesco Committee for
Letters.

Dr D. J. Tugby

Spnior Lecturer in Anthropology, Univer-
sity of Queensland. Member, Unesco Com-
mittee for Social Sciences.

W. G. Murray, Govarnment Printer, Canberra
2652579



TELEPHONE: 817211,
TELEGRAMS: ''EDSCI"

Australian National Advisory Committee for UNESCO

ADDRESS | WODEN DISTRICT CENTRE, PHILLIP, A.C.T.
POSTAL ADDRESS | PO, BOX 826, CANBERRA CITY, A.C.T. 2601

IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

70/4723

Mr H.E. Maude, an 197
Department of Pacific History, "'h*Nig]].
Australian National University,

P.0O. Box 4,

CANBERRA. A.C.T. 2600.

Dear Mr Maude,

I should like to convey to you the sincere thanks
of the Australian National Advisory Committee for Unesco
for your participation at the Australian Unesco meeting on
Oceanic Studies, particularly for presenting a survey on
documentary resources.

We are pleased that you were able to attend the
meeting and appreciate the contribution which you made to it.

Yours sincerely,

bt

.M., Parr)
Secretary

5



77 Arthur Cirecle, Forrest, 3
A.C.T. 2603, 27th December, 1970.

My J,M. Parr,

Secretary, Australian National Advisory
Conpd fitee for UNESCO, A

P.U. Box 826, CANBIRRA CITY,A.C.T.2601.

Dear Mr Parr,

Thank you for your letter 70/4723 of the 17th December,
kindly forwvarding & draft prograrme for the meeting on the Conservation
of the Indigenous Cultural Heritage of the South Paecific, to be held
on January 135 to 15.

With reference to yonr penultimate paragraph, I agree¢ that the
literature which you mention would make useful background papers for
the participants. I {ind, however, that I have only 12 copies left

of i

The Docunentary Besis for Paecific Studies;
and 20 copies of tw

Searching for Sources,

As you require approximateiy 50 copies of each I am enclosging
three of each herewith and would suggest that the necessary number
be copied by xerox, offset or any photographie process, or alternatively
by being typed on stenecils and duplicated. As you know there are now
a nmmber of cheap and rapid processes available in Canberra by which
50 copies of any paper such as these can be run off,

1 have asked Mr Hobert Langdon to send you 50 copies of the
leaflet on the Pacifiec Manuscripts Burean direct, as I know that he
has a large stock,

Yours sincerely,



TELEPHONE: 817211,
TELEGRAMS: '"'EDSC|"

Australian National Advisory Committee for U N E S C 0

ADDRESS | WODEN DISTRICT CENTRE, PHILLIP, A.C.T.

POSTAL ADDRESS | p.O, BOX 826, CANBERRA CITY, A.C.T. 2601

IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

70/4723

Mr. H. E. Maude,
77 Arthur Circle,
FORREST. A.C.T. 2603

" J7DEC o7

Dear Mr. Maude,

Thank you for your letter of | November and the
enclosed documentse

I am pleased that you will be able to attend the
meeting of Australian experts on Oceanic studies, and I hope
that you will have an opportunity at the meeting to raise the
points of interest which you mention.

The Working Party appreciates your offer to compile
a list of area bibliographies and I am awaiting the advice of
Professor Golson, a member of the Working Party, as to whether
this will be required.

In the meantime we would be most grateful to have
copies of the documentss

1o The Documentary Basis for Pacific Studies
2. Searching for Sources

and 3. A leaflet on the Pacific manuscripts Bureau,

as they will make most useful background papers for participants

at the meeting. As we anticipate there being 30 to 40 participants
at the meeting I wonder if it would be possible to have about

50 copies of each document.

Enclosed is a copy of the draft program for the meeting.
The final program and associated papers will be available to participants
at registration sessions in the foyer of Bruce Hall between 6.30 and
7.30 p.m. on Tuesday 12 January and at the Coombs Lecture Theatre
between 8.30 and 9. a.m. on Wednesday 13 January.

Yours sincerely,

P

£~ (3. M. Parr)
Secretary
e ey
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] Suggested Programme

3 : Conservation of the Indigenous Cultural Heritage
7 W of the South Pacific

Wednesday January 13 - Friday January 15 1971

3 Coombs Lecture Theatre
3 Australian National University

Wednesday January 13

3 Chairman : Dr Ian Hogbin

9.00-9.25am Opening Address
UNESCO. CUNSULTANT
9.25-9.50am UNESCO Programme of Cultural Studies :
i aims, objectives, methods
: ¢ UNESCO Secretariat
9.50~10.30am Australian Experience in the Field of Cultural

Studies and Cultural Conservation : the Australian
Institute of Aboriginal Studies

i el

i F.D. McCarthy

10.30-11.00am Tea

Chairman : Professor Ann Chowﬁing (University of Papua and New Guinea)
11.00-11.15am Discussion, particularly on Mr McCarthy's paper

11.15-11.45am Regional Survey : Papua-New Guinea

% Mrs Susan Bulmer

11.45-12noon Discussion

TP

12.00-12.20pm  Regional Survey : Solomons-New Hebrides
} UNESCO  CONSULTANT

12.20-12.30pm Discussion

12.30-2.00pm Lunch
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Chairman : Dr Roland Force (Bishop Museum)

2.00-2.25pm

2.25-2.40pm

2.40-3.00pm

3.00-3.10pm

3.10-3.35pm

3.35-4.05pm

Regional Survey : Fijt
J.B. Palmer

Discussion

R%wmzwm%:me,%mmakRMMs

Miss Janet Davidson or Roger Green or Peter Bellwocd
Discussion

Regional Survey : French Polynesia

Henri Lavondés

Tea

Chairman : Professor Jack Golson (Rustralian National University)

4.05-4.15pm

4.15-4.35pm

4.35-4.45pm

4.45-5.10pm

5.10-5.30pm

5.30-7.30pm

Discussion on French Polynesia

Regional Survey : New Caledonia

Luc Chevalier
Discussion

Regional Survey : Micronesia

Saul Riesenberg
Discussion

Reception, Scarth Room, University House

Thursday January 14

Chairman : J.B. palmer (Fiji Museum)

9.00-9.30am

9.30-9.45am

9.45-10.15am

10.15-10.30am

10.30-11.00am

Regional Survey : New Zealand
(possibly) R.S. Duff

piscussion

Regional Survey : Howait

Roland Force

piscussion

Teda
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Chairman : Dr R.S. Duff (Canterbury Museum, Christchurch)

11.00-11.30am

11.30-11.45am

11.45-12.15pm

12.15-12.30pm

12.30-2.00pm

Chairman :

2.00-2.30pm

2.30-2.45pm

2.45-3.15pm

3.15-3.30pm

3.30-4.00pm

Chairman :

4.00-4.30pm

4.30-4.45pm

4.,45-5.15pm

5.15-5.30pm

8.00pm

Subject Survey : Arts and Crafts; Oral Literature

Ulli Beier
Discussion

Subject Survey : Arts and Crafts; Oral Literature
S.M. Mead

Discussion

Lunch

Professor Jones (Monash University)

Subject Survey : Music

Mervyn McLean
Discussion

Subject Survey : Dance

Miss Adrienne Kaeppler
Discussion

Tea

F.D. McCarthy (Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies)

Subject Survey : Film
Ian Dunlop

Discussion

Subject Survey : Site and Artifact Protection
J.R. McKinley

piscussion

Possible film showing, Coombs Lecture Theatre
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Friday January 15 ' .

Chairman : FATHER PATRICE O'RETLLY, SECRETARY GENERAL, INTERNATIONAL
ASSOCTIATION OF OCEANIC STUDIES

9.00-9.40am

9.40-9.55am

9.55-10.25am

10.25-10.40am

10.40-11.10am

Subject Survey : Museum Resources
Graeme Pretty

(possibly) R.S. Duff

P.W. Gathercole

Discussion

Subject Survey : Documentary Resources
H.E. Maude

Discussion

Tea

Chairman : Dr D.J. Tugby (University of Queensland)

11.10-11.40am

11.40-12.30pm

12.30-2.00pm

Chairman :

2.00-3.30pm

3.30-4.00pm

4.00-4.30pm

Subject Survey : Institutional Resources

Robert Langdon

Discussion on Institutional Resources leading
to general discussion of organisational

aspects of research coordination and
allocation of funds

Lunch

- UNESCO CONSULHAnS

Discussion of report and proposals for
UNESCO expert meeting

Tea

Closure
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77 Arthur Circle,
Forrest, A.C.T. 2603,
&4th November, 1970.

Dear Jack,

I enclose a copy of my letter to Parr, together with the five
items listed in it.

The important paper for your purpese is, I think, (2) = the one
delivered to the Library Association of Australia on 'The Documentary
Dasis for Pacifie Studies'. The report at (1), which led to the estabe
lishment of the Pacifiec Manuseripts Pureau, is probably tee leng and
too detailed for your people, who after all are not particularly inter=
ested in building up specialist libraries.

I suggest that 'The Documentary Dasis for Pacifiec Studies' could
either be ecirculated to the participants and I could speak for say 10
minutes highlighting its points and bringing it up=to=date; or else I
could prepare a paper based on it for reading to the meeting, but emitting
seme of the cackle, adapting it to the theme of the gathering, and
bringing it up=to=date,

As regards the Pibliography of Pibliographies which Parr seems
to want I suggest that really all that is needed is to circulate copies
of (3), 'Searching for Sources', since this lists the main standard

bibliographies, together with the periodical indexes, manuscript cata-
logues and series covering the source materials on the Pacific Islands.
From the main bibliographies there listed, together with those published
since (which I shall mention), participants can locate without di fficul ty
every area and subjeet bibliography published, and from them every work
produced on the region.

However I will prepare a bibliography ef the bibliographies, both
published and about to be published, covering each of the Pacific Islands
groups, and ineluding the few main bibliographies relating to the social
sciences alone, if you really think it necessary.

Please may I have my only copy of the letter to Parr back when
you have finished with it.
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THE AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

THE RESEARCH SCHOOL OF PACIFIC STUDIES
IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE:JG: 11w Department of Prehistory

BOX 4 P.O. CANBERRA A.C.T., 2600 TEL. 49-5111
Telegrams “Natuniv” Canberra

4 November 1970

Mr H.E. Maudg
77 Arthur Circle,
FORREST. ACaT. 2603

Dear Harry,

Following our phone conversation of
this morning, I am sending you a copy of the
documents distributed to all people I have asked
+o contribute.

Yours,

ed

(Jack Golson)



CONSERVATION OF THE INDIGENOUS CULTURAL HERITAGE OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC

Background

I enclose a document on this- subjeect, which will- serve as a -
background to the present circular. -

The document in question was submitted as a specific proposal
to the Director-General of UNESCO by the Australian National Advisory
Committee for UNESCO last year. Following joint Australian/New Zealand
submissions on the subject, the Director-General made provision for
Oceanic studies in his draft programme for 1971-2, envisaging a total
project lasting five years with an initial budget allocation of $21,000
for 1971-2, As a first step the Director-General proposed a small
inter-disciplinary meeting of experts in 1971 to define the scope of the
studies to be undertaken.

The Australian UNESCO Committee for Letters considered some
action might appropriately be taken in advance of the UNESCO expert
meeting, to review progress in Pacific studies and to identify
priority areas of research, with the aim of presenting detailed proposals
to the expert meeting to be convened by the Director-General. The
first suggestion was for a symposium at the August 1970 ANZAAS Congress
in Port Moresby, but this proved impossible to organise because of the
fulness of the ANZAAS programme, though some informal discussions took
place around the attached document. Instead the Australian UNESCO
committees concerned with the project proposed that a special Australian

symposium should be sponsored on the subject before the end of 1970 and
government funds were obtained for this purpose.

It has now been decided to take advantage of the presence in
Canberra next January at the 28th International Congress of Orientalists
and 8th Congress of the Far-Eastern Prehistory Association of numbers of
overseas scholars expert in the Pacific region and involved in relevant
programmes of research and record of Pacific Islands cultures.

Organisation

A special three-day meeting will be held immediately after the
two Congresses have concluded, from Wednesday 13 January to Friday
15 January. This will involve Australian scholars supported by the
Australian National Advisory Committee for UNESCO as for the special
Australian symposium previously envisaged, relevant overseas scholars
already participating in the international congresses, and a number of
specially invited participants expert in fields not otherwise adequately
covered and variously financed.



In addition the Australian National Advisory Committee has asked
the Director-CGeneral of UNESCO to provide for the attendance of a
consultant at the meeting. Such a consultant would provide a link
between the January discussions and the UNESCO expert meeting, which it
is now expected will take place in August/September 1971 in Australia.
Dr William Davenport, School of Pacific Studies, University of California
at Santa Cruz, has been proposed to UNESCO as the consultant, with the
recommendation that he be given the opportunity while in Australia to
attend not only the UNESCO meeting but also the Orientalists and
Far-Eastern Prehistory Association Congresses and to visit art galleries,
museums and universities in Australia and Papua-New Guinea.

Programme

A rough, provisional programme for the January meetings has been
worked out, taking into account some of the topics already foreshadowed
for the intended Australian expert meeting and the expanded frame of
reference that now becomes possible. Thus the opening sessions of the
first day (morning of Wednesday, January 13) have been provisionally
allocated to:-

1. opening address by the UNESCO consultant, i.e. Dr Davenport,
providing he can accept;

2. an outline of activities in the cultural studies field by a
member of the UNESCO secretariat, which, it has been learnt,
will be represented at the Orientalists Congress;

3. a paper by Mr F.D. McCarthy on the work of the Australian
Institute of Aboriginal Studies, representing Australian
experience in the field of cultural studies and cultural
congervation.

The rest of the programme is not specifically allocated and
it is my job, in consultation with the Australian National Advisory
Committee secretariat, to organise it. It is for this reason that
I am now writing to you and the suggestions I am about to put forward
are made in terms of specific proposals contained in the attached
document on Conservation of the Indigenous Cultural Heritage of the
South Pacific.

It seems to me that the programme could deal with the question
from two points of view: a survey of needs and resources by regions
and by subjects.




1. Regional Survey

The Oceanic area which is the subject of the project is diverse
in its indigenous cultures and in the impact of the outside world on
those cultures. It seems necessary to survey the field in terms of
regions which have some community of indigenous culture and culture
contact experience. This approach is also recommended by the
existence of institutions within the area as a whole which have a
longer or shorter history of involvement in cultural studies in
different regions.

The aim of each regional survey is seen as being

a) to review what has been done, is being done and is about to be done
in those fields covered by the project relevant to the particular areas;

b) to survey local resources for the accomplishment of the necessary
tasks (museum, institutes, trained personnel etc.);

c) to identify the priorities for future work and point out the
facilities that need to be created;

d) to discuss the prospects for the involvement of the indigenous
peoples themselves in the work of record and conservation.

The regions involved - and the institutions most nearly
concerned, where such exist - are listed below:

a) Papua-New Guinea (University of Papua-New Guinea;
Public Museum and Art Gallery of Papua-New Guinea);

b) Solomons-New Hebrides;

c) New Caledonia (Musée Néo-Calédonien);

d) Fiji (Fiji Museum)

e) Western Polynesia;

f) Cook Islands;

g) French Polynesia (Institut Frangais d'Océanie);

h) Hawaii (Bishop Museum, of course with long standing
experience in Polynesia in general);

i) Micronesia;

) New Zealand (Auckland, Canterbury, Dominion, Otago plus
provincial museums, Historic Places Trust, New Zealand
Archaeological Association, Polynesian Society).

I am writing to people at the institutions nominated asking them

survey of their region along the lines described; where
nstitution is available, I am asking specific individuals with
f such regions to prepare a survey.

to provide a
no obvious i
experience ©



2. Subject Survey

The focus here will be on cultural record and/or conservation
in particular subject areas and the programmes and facilities that
exist and that are lacking. I am aware that such subjects and the
facilities for them will come under general review in the regional
surveys but here we are concerned with the overall view or with regional
programmes that have general relevance to the project as a whole.

The subjects on which contributions are being requested, with
names appended where institutions are known to exist, are: arts and
crafts, oral literature (for both Centre for New Guinea Culture of
the University of Papua-New Guinea); music (Archive of Maori and
Pacific Music of the University of Auckland); dance; filmic record;
site protection and antiquities legislation (New Zealand Historic
Places Trust); museum resources; documentary resources (Pacific
Manuscripts Bureau with which are associated, Australian National
University, National Library of Australia, State Library of Victoria,
Mitchell Library (Sydney), National Library of New Zealand, University
of Hawaii), and institutional resources.

Such regional and subject surveys, presented in the light of
the heads of proposals submitted to UNESCO in the initial document,
should allow full and informed discussion and the formulation of quite
specific recommendations for the UNESCO expert meeting.

Jack Golson

November 1970



CONSERVATION OF THE INDIGEINOQUS CULTURAL HTURITAGE
OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC

At the 14th Session of the General Conference, New
Zealand, together with Australia and the United Kingdom, co-
sponsored a draft resolution proposing studies and an exhibi-
tion representing visual arts of the different cultures of
the South Pacific. This project could not be included in the
1967-68 progremme for budgetary reasons but it had been
heped that it would be included in the 1969-1970 programme.
This, however, did not prove to be the case =nd onceqagain
the lew Zealund delegation raised this gquestion when discussion
‘on future programmes took place at the 15th Session of the
Cenerzl Conference and a draft resolution (15C/DR/FUT/42) on
the subject was subnitted by Austrulia and New Zealand,

The Austrolian National Advisory Committee for Unesco
has given further consideration to the nature of this proposal
and now suggests a project which is a slightly modified form
of that recoumended in the draft resolution submitted at the
15th Session. It has zlso outlined what might be included in
" the various facets of the proposale The Australian Committece
suggests that the title of the projeect should be "The Conserva-
tion of the Indigenous Cultural Heritage of the South Pacific"
and that it should be included in Unesco's programme because
it would be in the interests of the development of the indigencus
peoples of the South Pacific and because of the unique scientific
and acsthetic interest of the South Pacific cultures 4o the world
as a whole. !

The geographical area covered by the project would be
Oceania including Papua and New Guinea, llicronesia, lfelsnesia
and Polynesia including llew Zealand but excluding mainland
Austreliae

In the draft resolution put forward at the 15th Session,
+he following points were made:

(a) a major effort should be made, as a matter of urgency, dur-

ing the next decade to preserve the cultures of the South
pacific which are rapidly being affected and modified by the
increased rate of technological advance;

(b) concern in this regard was expressed at the-Round Table on
Ithnographic Pilm held in Sydney in July 1966, in collabora-
tion with Unesco, which called, inter alin, in its resolution A5

f 3 d ; ; a : TR o 2
for reccgnl?lon iof the %mnedigte necessity for urgent progrommes
with primitive cultures vhich are threatened with extinction

within the nexi decade™;

Unesco is assisting stu%ies that are being, or will be
(c) carried out with respect to the cultures of Africa, Asia
Furopes Latin America and the Arab world. ’ =

eeo/2



(2)

The Australian Committee wishes to reiterate these
considerations, with an appropriate modification to (a) in
the light of the suggested title of the project which directs
attention to conservation of the cultural heritage rather
than preservation of culiures, and requests that a project
be included in the Draft Programme and Budget (Regular programme)
for 1971-72 for o series of studies to be undertiaken by Unesco,
in collaboration with governments and non-governmental orginisa-
tions, including universities und other bodies, and that these
studies should include the following:

(2) The further development of bibliographies of decu-
mentary materials on the resion and their assessmente

By “Documentary materials" it is meant to include
manusceripts, films, still photographs, tupes and
other documentary resources.

(b) The descriptive listing of the major types and collec-
tions of artifacts, wherever held, of the region.

It is considered that the listing should include
private as well as public collections and that
photogruphs of the collections should be included
if possible.

(¢) Turther field studies of the societies &nd cultures
of the regione

(d) The study of the contribution of the cultures of the
region to art and culture as a whole. >

(e) The study of problems of conservation in the region,
including the protection of archaeological sites,
the physicel conservation of perishable artifacts and
the retention of indigenous artifacts in the museums
in the area.

(£f) The recording and disseminction of the performing
arts and oral traditions of the region.

It is assumed that the recording would be carried out
by such meusns as tape, disc, photographs and sound-
synchronised film.

(g) The study of the role of museums as repositories and
interpreters of the cultural heritage.

It ig considered that museums in developing societies
should fulfil an educational role providing a link
between the past, the present and the future. They
should be used to show the people their place in the
world at large and to promote advances in education
and technology as well as to preserve the cultural
heritage. luseums in developing societies should be
partly cultural centres for the local artist and

eeo/-s
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craftsman and should encourage traditicnal stondards
of excellence in the artifacts at present being pro-
duced, particularly where the tourist trade is an
importunt factor,.

The Austrulien Committee believes that as a first step
in the preparation of thesc studies, a meeting of experts should
be convened, under the wuspices of Unesco, in a country located
in the region with the aims of defining the scope of the studies
- to be undertuken und the respective roles of Unesco, governments
and interested orgunisations and individuals. Since the meeting
will have to talk of ways and means of financing their proposzals
‘it is recommcnded that Governmentl representatives should be
included.

Recognising that any funds that may be made available
by Unesco or from other sources during the first biennium would
be devoted in part to the meeting of experts, the Australian
Committee recomnends that first priority be given to the
activities outlined in (e) and (f£f). Great importance is attached
4o (c), however, and it is hoped that it will be possible for
some attention to be given to this also. Of slightly lower
priority are the activities outlined in (2), (b), (g). It is
not considered that (d) is of high priority or immediate concerne.



Documentary Resources for the Study of Pacific Islands Cul tures

HE M3aupg

At the Indiana Symposium on the Concept of Ethnohistory John
C. Ewers of the Smithsonian Institution demonstrated by means of a
diagram, vhich has always stuck in my mind, the varied means by which
we may gain knowledge of a particular culture. It consisted of a
circle divided in half into field studies, with segments for site
exploration, folklore, language and ethnegraphy, and library and
museun studies, consisting of artifacts, maps and pictures, and
writings, the whole resulting in what he commended as a combined and
full=rounded study.

We have heard much during the past two days of these several
approaches, and it has now fallen to my lot to speak about what Ewers
called writings, the documentary rescurces available to us in our
studies of the cultural heritage of the Pacific Islanders. This is
an approach to our knowledge of the islander which in a sense comprises
all the ethers, for it is only when research is committed to writing
that it can beceme known beyond a small circle of actual hearers or
viasvers.

Even a cursory survey of Pacific literature is sufficient to
demonstrate that, whether on a population or an area reckoning, ne
people in the [dvirld have been so written about as the Polynesians,
and of recent years the Micronesians and Melanesians are catching up.
For. probably no part of the globe, and certainly no ocean, has seo
captured the imagination of mankind as has the South Seas. 'This
serene Pacific', wrote Herman Melville, 'once beheld, must ever be the
sea of his adoption’.

Sinece the litarate countries on its periphery provide us wvith
no reliable accounts of the early island world, and there were no
indigenous literates in the region on its first discovery by Faropeans,
our regional documentary span is not great, covering exaetly four and
a half centuries since Magellan erossed the Pacific. In parenthesis,
let us hope that after all the commotion about Cook's bi-eentenary, the
450th anniversary of the day on which the first Pacifie Islander
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gighted the first European = the 7th March next = will at least be
conmemorated by an issue of postage stamps, or perhaps a muffled pealg
of bells might be more appropriate.

Our first literature on the islanders was therefore the
narratives of the discoverers and early voyagers, published ¥k
separately and also in the multi-volumed collections so popular at
the time, However, it is impertant to realize that, however fascinating
these acconnts of a new world were to contemporary Furopeans, leading
to the development of the concept of the Noble Savage and 'a neater,
sweeter maiden, in a cleaner, greener land',so fashionable in the
pailesophical speculations of the 18th century Deists, in actual fact
for well over half the post=contact period the information concerning
the islanders was, in the absence of any means of verbal communication,
only such as could be observed: the material culture and the visumal
manifestations of social behaviour - beliefs, metivations and the like
were a closed book. Vhat each side really understeod about the other
in early racial interactions has recently been the subject of twe
studies by Pearson in the Journal of Pacific History and the Journal
de la Société des Océanistes respectively, but more often than net
the main value of the Journals of the disceverers is to mark the date
on which enlture contact comzenced on a particular i-lmd.;

Though Quires gained a little knowledge from the en’tiw beys
Pedro and Pablo, who hewever soon died, not until Bougainville and
Cook do we find the first interpreters - Ahutern, Fitihiti, Ma'i,
Tupaia, Banks and Purney - and thus an intercemmnicatien beyoend the
material plane. 1}Mdximo Rodrfguez, the interpretér with the two
Spanish missionaries en Tehiti in 1774 and 1775 (between Coock's secend
and third veyages), spoke fluent Tahitian. At the opposite end of the
Pacific Forrest and later visitors, notably Hayes, were able te
communicate with the people of Geelvink Bay throngh leocal inhabitants
wvho spoke at least a pidgin Malay. _

Thus, with the beginning of a ¥MEEEEX rudimentary verbal
communication we find fer the first time terms for objects and ceremenies
introduced, as for instance in the narratives of Cook's voyages, and
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events begin to be described not merely as seen but through an
interchange of ideas. As long as European visitors to the islands
were essentially in transit, howvever, the knowledge gained was

still exiguous and often inaceurate, particularly as they saw the
islanders under conditions of excitation rather than daily routine.
For this reason the landing, with intent to stay, of the Irish ship's
HHEEEER surgeon John Mackey in Hawaii during 1787, which ushered in
the era of Furopean settlement less than 10 years after the death of
Ceok, is a landmark in Pacific history on a par with Cook.

These earliest expatriate residents - the so=called beachcombers
= were, of course, most of them illiterate. Nevertheless among them
we find individuals who have left us over twenty vivid and I submit
largely anthentic pictures of ordinary daily life in these Pacific
Islands societies while still relatively untouched by eivilizationm,
from Wilson's narrative of his stay in the Palaus in 1783 to Lamont's
fine account of Tongarevan society in 1853. Lowie reminds us that
there are aspects of life on which 'missionaries, fur traders, and
others vhose calling enferces long residence are often superior to
modern specialists' amd, as I have written elsewhere, fourteen of the
beachcomber books emanated from 'people who were adopted into native
families, usually married to native wives, who spoke the language of
necessity and who wrote sbent cugtoms and events in which they had
BEENERXFENTISINNE participated and processes in #h:leh they had becone
proficient’. One should bear in mind, furtbermore, that in marked
contrast to the attitude of deminant superiority exhibited by his
successors, the beachcombers were essentially transculturites, whe were
perforce conformists to the secial patterns of their islander hosts.

Unfortunately time does not permit us to run through all the
occupational categories of visitors or immigrants to the islands and
discuss in detail the ever-inecreasing wealth of docungntation ceneerning,
or at least referring to, the indigenous peoples and their cul tures =
the missionaries whe, except for the Catholics in the Marianas, first
settled in Tahiti a HEEEE decade after the first beachcomber; the
traders, both itinerant, such as those engaged in sandalweed and
béche—de=mer collection, and resident; the whalers; the planters;
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labour traders; naval officers; travellers, and govermment officials.

Buot the important point is that many give more or less biassed
or inadequate pictures of the reality which we seek teday, in so much
as, like the missionaries, they had some special axe to grind, or like
the explorees, were merely transients and dependent on relatively
brief impressiens or hearsay information. This is a problem which,
of course, is faced by social scientisis the world over in their
evaluation of sources, but it is perhaps more marked in transecultural
studies where one society is literate and the other not. Nevertheless,
despite their imperfections, which one can usually detect and discount
in advance, such are our main source materials for the 19th century
Pacific, and if used with circumspection they are an invaluable aid
in the reconstruction of the island cultures.

The earlier sources are often the most valuable mot ounly because
they give us a base=line picture of the various Pacific Islands societies
but also becanse, despite the later accel}eratiun in the tempo of
culture change, the social distance between the expatriates and
indigenes tended, until the reversed pendulum swing of the
past few years, to grow wider. It was to the advantage of the
explorer, for example, to maintaih good relations with the islanders
in order to further his objectives; of the beachcomber with his hosts
if he wanted to live, or at least to stay put; of the early missionary
with his converts or prospective converts; and of the trader with his
castomers; and indeed race relations in the first half of the 19th
century (earlier or later according te the geographical area) appear
to have been on a relatively egalitarian plane.

1 suggest, as a provisional hypothesis, that race relatiens
commenced to change Ly and large with the advent of the mid-19th
century planter, requiring not only large arcas of native land for
his crops but also large numbers of indigenes to work on them for hig
benefit; of European women, which shows a remarkable correlation with
the growth of a celour bar; and of the administrater, demanding
political and legal changes hased on western medels.
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With the veoyages of Cook and his contemporaries, Lowever, the
trickle of Pacifie literature becomes a stream, fed from now en not
only by these fortuitous sources but alse by a new and ever swelling
tributory: that of scientific investigation based on systematie
empirical research. Previous explorers had conquest, conversion or
comsercial gain for their motive: for the first time, with the
renaissance of empirical science exemplified in England by the
foundatien of the Royal Soeiety, dedicated to careful observation
and accurate description, the incentive was man's lnowledge. The
year 1769, when Cook first sighted Vahitahi Atoll in the Tuamotus,
marks the birth of Pacific studies: the scientific investigation of
the region. 'No people', wrote John Fllis te Linnaeus, 'ever went
to sea betier fitted out for the purpese of Natural History', while
on the second voyage the gquerulous Forsters, who teok the place of
Banks and his team, are now recognized as pioneers in the nascent
discipline of human geography and anthropology.

With these voyages, too, there commences the practice of
methodically deseribing not only the physical features of the islands
but also the characteristics of their inhabitants, the best example
being the classic work of 'the father of Paecific anthrepology’,
Horatio Fale, a member of the United States Wilkes Exploring Expeds
ition of 1838-42, the first of the modern surveying expeditions to
visit the South Seas. It was not until 1860, however that Johann
Caesar Godeffroy, head of the South Seas firm of Godeffroy and Son,
sent out the first professional seientific investigators, paturalists
and ethnegraphers, actually to live in the Pacific Islands: Andrew
Garrett in Tiji, Tahiti, the Cook Islands and the Marquesas; Jan
Fubary in the Palaus and Penape; Kleinschmidt, who lived for twe
years among the people of the Duke of York Group; Démel and Ilubner, 211
between 1861 and 1875.
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Before the end of the century other socizl scientists were
commencing te follow in the footsteps of Godeffroy's men and to visit
the islands, not as ﬁert of the complement of same naval vessel, but
either as individuals, such as the Bussian Miklouho-Maclay, Otte
Finsch, Bastian and Kr@mer, or as members of a team. In 1896=97 the
first of the two LHoyal Society's coral rcef boring expeditions teo
Funafuti under Sollas conducted a study of the ethnography eof the
atell. This was succeeded by the Cambridge Anthropological Expeditien
to Torres Strait and New Guinea in 1898=99, under the pioneer I[ladden,
the mest brilliant assemblage of social scientists E¥ ever te study
the Pacific peoples as a team.

For by now it was becoming apparent that the importance of the
region was in anthesis to its aize.‘w fraguentation, geographical
in Polynesia and Micronesia and cultural in lMelanesia, has provided as
near a reproduction as one can f{ind anywhere of a natural laboratery
for the social scientist: a multiplicity of societies which, in
varying degrees of isolation from each other through barriers of ocean,
mountain or mutunl distrust, have developed a heierogeneous assemblage
of social, economic and peiitical systems, of culiure itraits and
complexes, belicfs, values and attitudes, which can be ebserved in
detail and in time-deptk cwing te the smallness ef the groups and the
relatively brief length of lthexr occupancy.

The Pacific Islands hud formed the happy lunting grounds of
the anthropelogist, where he oeuid select his society aluost tailore
made to suit his particular enquiries. . In 1914 laddon wreote that:
'The facts and arguments ... point clearly to Oceania as being probably
that part of the world which most urgently needs ethnelogical
investigation'. The anthropelogical world ceriainly responded; and
a recent Listing by Margaret Mead of some of the advances made in
ethnological theory and methodology, physical anthrepelegy, archaeslogy
and prehistory, social organization and kinship structure, religien,
psychology and acculturation studies, resulting frem what she terms
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"the peculiar cirecumstances of the great iselation and the striking
similarities' among the people of Pelynesia, includes major works by
gsome of the world's leading anthropolggists; while today Melanesia,
and in particular New Guinea, has beceme perhaps the last impertant
centre for ethnographie field staudies. As the Africanist Audrey
Richards acknowledges: 'Anthropological theery was evolved very
largely in Oceania, where the relative isolation of emall communities
provided something like "typical” primitive social groups'.

T£ the pieture has again changed today it is because all branches
of social science, and not only anthropology, have become interested
in the Pacific Islanders = archacologists, historians, geographers,
demopraphers, political scientists, psychelogists - every discipline
has by now discovered and is busy researching in this unique human
laboratory. And, what is more pertinent te our subject this morning,
busy adding a veritable flood of literature en the island cultures to
our legacy of source material from past generations: an estimated
three books a week, and I should judge at least twice as many major
theses, monographs, pamphlets and articles a day.

The need teday (and I expect to be hounded from this room for
saying so) seems te be not merely the further stimulation of research
on the indigenous peoples of the Pacific, desirable though this may
be, but alse the provisien of funds and facilities for the location,
colleetion, purchase or copying, and moking available to researchers,
of every published work and every relevant manuscript on the island
peoples; and not oniy for making them available but also known to
everyone whe may require to consult them, through the compilation EX
and publication of adequate finders' aids.

After all, the latest edition of Pacific Anthropelogists lists
over 600 nemes of active pestgraduate research workers in the secial
geiences, while the actual total would now probably be more than
1,000; while the reecently published Pacific Islands Thesis Catalogue,
TG EESEXIJISA though admittedly incemplete, lists seme 1,150
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dissertations, the great majority prepared within the last twenty
years., Small wonder that at the Second South Pacifie Cenference
the senior delegate from American Samea complained that the Pacific
islander was beginning to feel like a gold=-fish in a bowl, forever
being watched, measured, weighed and j.nterragnted, while a represent-
ative from French Folynesia observed that in Tahiti they now defined
the nuclear family as man, wife, children and social anthropolegist.
The stage has been reached in the Pacific region where much of
the material having a bearing on the indigenous cultural heritage is
either not readily accessible or, in many cases, simply not known te
exist; and this at a time when researchers are becouming more and more

document conscious when ENE} leoking fer

their sources, at least as a supplement to their former almost
exclusive reliance on field surveys.

Nevertheless, actien is being taken te remedy thiz pesitien
on three mgin fronts, In the first place, recognizing that the
locale of Pacific situdies has now moved from Lurope to the peripheral
countries bordering the Pacific iteelf the four ¥l major Pacific
Research Libraries = the National and Mitchell in Australia, the
Turnbull in New Zealand and the University of Hawaii lLibrary = are
making every efiort to ensure that, by purchase, copying or inier-
library exchange, their holdings of Pacific publications will be, as
far as humanly possible, abselutely complete; and that any schelar
entering one of these depesitories will be certain of being able to
consult at least a copy of any decument that forms part of the
holdings of any of the other institutions. There is every reason
to hope that, with the help of scholars in peinting out lacumae, this
ideal will be achieved within a decade, if not sooner, and that, when
the University of Califernia recovers from its present pelitical and
other troubles, the library ef its Center for South Pacific Studies
at Santa Cruz will be able to adopt the same poliecy.
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Secondly, the same libraries have established the Pacifie
Manuseripts Burean for the location, copying, depositing and
cataloguing of every manuscript relating to the Pacific Islands of
significance for research purpeses hoth in the social and natural
sciences, Apart from official records these fall roughly into
twelve categories: those connected with discevery and exploration;
travellers' accounts; records left by residents; mission, trading, .
wvhaling, labour trade, plantation and political material; vernacular
documentation (including genealogies); unpublished research; and
miscellaneous; with a fiﬁal class concerned with the tape recordings
of oral BINISES historical and other data, which is of particular
importance in the region.

The Dureau, which is operated by the Research Scheol of
Pacific Studies of the Australian National University, with our
next speaker, Roberi Langden, es Fxecutive Officer, is believed to
be the first joint attempt by libraries, on an international scale,
te seek ount decuments coneerning a defined geographical region and
to make copies available Tor the use of ascholars and everyone else
interested. [undreds of manuscripts, many hitherto not known te
exist, have been copied on thousands of feet of microfilm, and the
resulis achieved already add substanitially {o our knowledge of the
Pacifie Islands peoples, while if it carries on at its present tempo
many of the works on Pacific history in particmlar will have te he
rewritien., To m@ntion one of its mest recent projeets: Dr John
Cumpston has just returned from New England where he succeeded in
copying onewthird of a million microfilm frames and 55,000 index
cards relating to Pacific whaling legs, journals and other docuwnent=m
atien, as a result of whieh the contributing libraries in Australia,
New Zealand and llawaii will possess a better collection of these
records than any library in the United States itsell.
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Finally there is the bibliegraphic centrel without which
much of this documentation might as well be buried under the ground.,
Thanks mainly to the hurculean lagbours of our Chairman and his
assistants, the positien as regards printed works is reasonably
satisfactory today, Father 0'Reilly has produced medern reireospective
area bibliographies of, or above, international siandards cevering New
Caledonia, the New Hebrides, Wallig and Futuna Islands, Tahiti, the
Marquesas, Tnamotu and Austral Groups. Snow Xl has compiled a
provisional Bibliegraphy of Fiji, Tonga and Rotuma with ever 10,000
entries which, with all its imperfections, some of which have been
pointed out by 0'Reilly, has proved a useful working guide and ean,
I think, be amended and up=dated for publication as three standard
area listinga. FKrauss is continuing his series covering the mere
isolated groups and detafched islands; they are unfortunately not
comprehansive at present, but could be made so and then issuved in a
single velume.

As to the other island groups, following on the publiecation
of the Pacific Islands thesis catalogue, tentative arrangemeats have
now been made for the compilation of eight area bibliegraphies on
the Cook Islands (which has been completed this menth by Dr Ceppell
of Macguarie University); Samoca (on which Professor Lowell Holmes of
Wichita State University is engaged); Niue and the Tokelaus; the
Central Pacific Groups; the Solomons; Ameriecan Micrenesia (due for
early completion by W.A. MeGrath, the auther of twe already published
gpecialist bibliographies; Norfolk and Pitcairn Islands; and their
publication by the Australian National University Press in its Paeifie
Monograph Series. As it is understood that Hawaii, and Papua and
New Guinea, are, or will be, producing exhaustive bibliographies
through their own university and other institutions, these eight worke
will complete the bibliographical ceverage of the Pacific Islands
with the exception of the pre-American peried in Micremesia, cemcerning
whieh negotiations are now under way with a number of promising
scholars, including these working in the Micronesian Area Hesearch
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Center at the University of Guam, where Sister Felicia Plaza and
Sister Maria del Ualle are the authorities on the importani Spanish
pexsad. Severe &

There are oses-one hundred other island bibliographies in print
but these are either BERXIHEH seclective, like Helen Conover's Islands
of the Pacific; or confined to particular subjecis, Taylor's Pacific
Eibliography, Barrau's Bibliogpraphy of Pacific Ethnobotany and the
Ethnographic Bibliography of New Guinea REXNEXXNWRURXANAXEXKNPELE being

important examples; or confined to a particular collection, such as

Rolf du Rietz's monumental Bibliotheeca Polynesiana, the Royal Empide

Soeciety Catalogue and the Dictionary Catalogues of the Bermice P.
Bishop Museuwu and the Mawaiian Collection of the University of Hawaii;

or else out=of=date like Griffin's List of Dooks on Samoa and Guam.
Finally, the Oxford University has now commissioned the Bibliograpby
of Pibliographies of the Pacific Islands to present a composite,
comprehensive history of all area and subject compilations in one
handy volume = the ultimate finders' aid to the printed documentation

on the region,

But all retrespective bibliographies, however exhaustive, are
necessarily out-of-date by the time they are published, and for current
works one relies oa the annual Bibliographie de 1'0céanie, for which
once again we have to thank our Ghairman. This probably suffices to
keep anyone abreast of the bulk ef current outpourings, and especially
periodieal articles, if supplemented in one's own field by recourse
to one of the SEKEXNFEEIEXYENH subject bibliegraphies appearing in eme
of the more specialized periodicals such as the Journel of Pacific NEXNXNE

listory. - rersheper aad Siaclar

The position as regards/serials is more complicated and I can
only invite anyone interested to consult the iist 3}i31d823= publighed
in an article 'Searching for Sources', of Which a copy is available
for anyone whe wants it, It should be mentioned, hewever, that the

index to the prinecipal izlands periedical, the Pacifiec Islands Menthiy,
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is published from ite inception in 1930 te 1945 and that arrangements
have been nade for a coaprehensive Ribliography of Pacific Islands
serials and their Indexes (if any) to be compiled by an internatienal
team as soon as the very modest bui necessary funds can be raised

for the clerieal and other assistance reguired.

When one twrns from published works to manuscriptis, whiech for
students of the Pacifiec Islauds EHIAHESX commnities can be the more
important of the twe types of documentary record, we can rejoice that
Phyllis Hander—~jones's definitive Guide to Manuseripts in Great Britain
and the Pecific is about te be published. This, with the two-volumed
Mitchell Library Catalog,:ne of manuscripts accessioned between 1945 and

1967 represent a most hopeful start, which is being fellowed up as
epportunity effers by the Pacific Manuscripts Bureau, which lists and
describes its accessions in its quarterly periodical Pambu, while mere
general articles on manuscript discoveries are made in the 'From the
Archives' fTeature of the Journal of Pacific History.

What is now argently required is an extension of the Pnrean's
cataloguing work to complete the already canmenced listing of all
significant manuscripts relating te the Pacific Islands in Australia
and New Zealand and the engagement of special ad hec bibliegraphers
to locate, catalogue and whenever possible copy the manuscript waterial
mmabed in other countries, cummencing with t}:eeo_ fmv,‘l(‘:“h
documentation of all, which is almost certainly l»o%hd, in France,
the Catholic repositories in Rome, and in the United States, in that
aorder.

1 have endeavoured, in the brief time alloted, to give at least
an inkling of the vast wealth of documentary resources available to
those engaged in the study and conservation of the caltural heritage
of the Pacific Islanders, firstly in the records of the discoverers,
visitors and residents, and secondly in the works of the social
seientists and other investigators from Cook to the present day.
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An outline has also been given of the work now being done to colleect
this material, both published and Xii unpublished, in the main Pacifie
Heseareh Libraries and to list it in hibliographies, INHEHREXARN
serial indexes and manuseript catalogues so that it can be made readily
known and accessible te¢ the researcher.

The general picture, at least as compared whth a decade ago,
is perhaps a reassuring one, though additional but not large funds
are still required for completing the collection of manuseript material
and the bshbiegaaphieoel recording of what we already possess. There
is one proviso, however, and that-is the fact that the documentation
collecied to date is almost exclusively writien by Europeans,

In part this is inevitably so owing to the greater volume of
European written material, though the disparity is decreasing deily.
Neverthidess, publications by Kamakau, Jobn Papa I'i, Taaroa Harau,

Te Ariki Taraave, and Ta'unga, to mentior only a few of thew
prominent, shew what cen be done by scientifically untrained islanders
to illuminate aspects of their own culture. But we need to colleet
far more than the manuscripts of possibly publishable works, but every
gcrap of indigenous source material: letiers, family records, clian
genealogies, data on lands, local church correspondence, and all the
miscellaneous decumentation which the field MMJNHEX experience of such
wvorkers as Bengt Danielsson, Ron Crocombe, Paul Ottine, and myself
indieates is to be found in surprising profusion in much of Polynesia
and Mieronesia. Not merely the iraditions of a pre-contact past,
nmany of which have been transcribed already or are now forgotien or
hard to wnseramble fram wigsien-derived accretions; but more
particularly the detailed {irst-hand accounts of participants in
posi=contact cveniz and the often scarcely less vivid family
narratives handed down from the informants' parents, grandparents

and great-grandparents.



Even the surface deposits of this vasi mine of ¢uformation
have scarcely been ascratched as yet, but thosc who have dug an
experinental shaft BEXEEHN here and there have been astonished at
the wealth which lies still buried. Iiitherto we have remained
complacently satisfied with viewing one side, the European side,
of the documentary record illustrating the story of racial inter-
actions in the Pacific Islands: 'Tragic ...', says Professor Spate,
'is our shameful failure to collect and collate the documentation of
cul ture centact "from the other aide",'

*eseocBaP OO ROOORED
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TELEPHONE: 817211,
TELEGRAMS: ''EDScCI'

Australian National Advisory Committee for UN E S C 0

ADDRESS | WODEN DISTRICT CENTRE, PHILLIP, A.C.T.

POSTAL ADDRESS [ p.O, BOX 826, CANBERRA CITY, A.C.T. 2601

IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

70/4723
W63/11?4ﬁ

My H.E. Maude,
T7 Arthur Circle,
FCORREST . A.C.T. 2803.

Dear Mr Maude,

As you know, the Australian National Advisory Committee for
Unesco has endorsed the proposal of the Unesco Committee for Libraries
and Related Fields to hold in September, 1971, a Seminar on Source
Materials relating to Research in the Pacific. As discussed at the
sub-committee meeting on 11 May, 1970, a request for funds to bring to
Australia overseas consultants for the proposed Seminar has been
submitted to the Director-General of Unesco under his Program of Part-
icipation in Member States.

In addition to this project, this Committee is also currently
involved in another wider activity which involves the Pacific. Several
of the specialist Unesco Committees have for some time been aware that
cultures in the South Pacific region are in danger of disappearing or
being ineradicably altered by external influences before even basic
documentation is carried out and that there is an urgent need for a
program of co-ordinated study to be undertaken in that area, 80 that the
contribution of these cultures may be acknowledged and documented.

Following joint submissions by the Australian National Advisory
Committee and the New Zealand National Commission for Unesco, the
Director-General of Unesco has made, in his draft program for 1971-72, an
initial provision for a project on the Conservation of the Indigenous
Cultural Heritage of the South Pacific, which is distinct from, but which
has areas in common with, the proposed Seminar on the Documentaztion of
Source Materials. A total projeect lasting five years is envisaged, and
the budget allocated for 1971-72 is $21,000. (A copy of the detailed
proposal which the National Advisory Committee submitted to the Director—

General is attached).

In line with Australian and New Zealand views, the Director-
General is proposing as a first step a small international interdisecip-
linary meeting of experts which will define the scope of the studies to
be undertaken. The Australian Unesco specialist Committees with an
interest in this projeet have agreed that a small meeting of 25 to 30
Australizn experts be held in advance of the Unesco meeting and this is
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planned for January 1971. This will give Australian specialists in
various fields an opportunity to discuss and come to some agreement

on the needs and priorities of research in the Pacifie. It is

intended that the meeting will enable specific proposals to be presented
to the Unesco interdisciplinary meeting later in 1971.

At the last meeting of the working party planning the January
meeting of Australian experts, Mr Burmester, Assistant National
Librarian and member of the working party, offered to examine the
possibility that the National Library might prepare a list of Australian
holdings of Oceania manuscripts, which could be distributed to partici-
pants at the Australian meeting as an indication of what Australia would
be able to contribute in resources to the Oceanic program of conservation.
(You will know that Mr Burmester is also involved with the sub-committee
planning the Seminar on Source Materials relating to Research in the
Pacific).

Mr Burmester had intended that the list be built on Ida Leeson's
Bibliography of Bibliographies. However, he has now been advised that
TIda Leeson's Bibliography has gone out of print and the South Pacific
Commission has commissioned you to prepare a revised edition of the Biblio-
graphy. Mr Burmester feels that it would be unnecessary for the National
Library to undertake the preparation of such a bibliography if you are, in
fact, undertaking the same task.

I would be grateful if you could let us know just how extensive
your bibliography is likely to be. Perhaps you might also indicate the
stage you anticipate your study might have reached by January and whether
it would be possible for you to supply participants at the meeting with
the relevant bibliographical material you have available at that time.

Further, I should like to invite you to take part in the meeting
of Australian experts. I do hope that you will be available to attend
the meeting, for your wide experience in the documentation of source
materials in the Pacific region would enable you to make a valuable contri-
bution to proceedings at the meeting.

The meeting is to be held at the A.N.U., from 13 to 15 January,
1971, immediately following the Congress of Orientalists, which is to be
held there from 6 to 12 January. There will be at that Congress a good
representation of experts in the field of South Pacifie Culturses as well
as of people with experience in problems of cultural conservation in the
South Pacific, and elsewhere. The working party therefore decided to
take advantage of the presence of such experts and arrange to hold the
Australian meeting in Canberra for three days following the Congress.

Although plans for the 1971 Unesco international meeting of
experts are still in the preliminary stages, we hope that it might be held
ijn Australia and that it might take place either immediately preceding or
following the Seminar on Source Materials relating to Research in the
Pacific. If this can be arranged, we are hopeful that some overseas con-—
sultante invited by the Director-General might also take part in the
Source Materials meeting.

T would be most grateful for your advice on these matters.
Yours sincerely,

A A

(J.M. Parr)

W‘ MM‘—-\/ o Secretarz




CONSERVATION OF THE INDIGENCUS CULTURAL HERITAGE OF
THE SOUTH PACITIC

At the 14th Session of the General Conference, New Zealand,
together with Australia and the United Kingdom, co-sponsored a draft
resolution prepesing studies and an exhibition representing visuval arts of the
different culiures of the South Pacific., This project could not be included
in the 1967-58 programme for budgstary reasons btutl it had been hoped that
it would be imcluded in the 1969-1970 programme. This, however, did not
prove to bs the case and once again the New Zealand delegation raised this ques-
tion when discussion on future programmes took place at the 15th Session
of the General Conference and a draft resolution (15C/DR/FUT/42) on the
subject was submitied by Australia and New Zealand.

The Australian National Advisory Committze for Unesco has given
further consideration to the nature of this proposzl and now sugzests a
project which is a 2lightly wodified form of that recommendsd in the draft
resolution submittad at the 15th Session. It has also outlined what might
be included in the various facets of the proposal, The Australian
Committes suggests that the title of the project should e "The Conservation
of the Indigenous Cultural Heritage of the South Pacific" and that it should
be included in Unesco's programme becauss it would be in the interests of
the development of the indigenous peoples of the South Pacific and becauss
of the unique scientific and aesthetic interest of the South Pacific cultures

to the world as a whole.

The geogravhical arez covared by the project would be Oceania
jneluding Papua and Wew Guinea, Micronssia, Melanesia and Polynesia including
New Zealand but ezcluding mainland Austiralia.

In the draft resolution put forward at the 15th Session, the following
points were maded

(a) a major effort should ve made, as a matter of urgency, during the next
decade to preserve the cultures of the South Pacifiec which are rapidly
being affected and wodified by the increased rate of technological

advances

concern in this regard was expressed at the Round Table on Ethnographic
Film held in Sydney in July 1968, in collaboration with Unesco, which
called, inter alia, in its resolution A5 for recognition "of the immediate
necessity for urgent programmes with primitive cultures which are
threatened with extinction within the nsxt decade';

(b)

(¢) Unesco is assisting studies that are being, or will be, carried out with
respect to the cultures of Africa, Asia, Burope, Latin America and the

Arab world.

The Australian Committee wishes to reiterate these considerations,
with an appropriate modification to (a) in the light of the suggested title of
the project which directs attention to conservation of the cultural heritage
rather than preservation of cultures, and requests that a project be included
in the Draft Programme and Budget (Regular programme) for 1971-72 for a series
of studies to be undertaken by Unesco, in collaboration with governments and
non-govaernmental organisations, including universities and other bodies, and
that these stvdies should include the following:

(a) The further development of bibliographies of documentary materials
on the region and their assessment.
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By "Documentary materials" it is meant 1o include manuscripts,
films, still photographs, tapes and other documentary resources.

(b) The descriptive listing of the major types and collections of
artifacts, wherever held, of the region.

It is considered that the listing should include private as well
as public collections and that photographs of the collections
ghould be included if possible.

(¢) Further field studies of the societies and cultures of the region.

(a) The study of the contribution of the cultures of the region to art
and culture as a whole.

. (e) The study of problems of conservation in the region, including the
protection of archaeological sites, the physical conservation of
perishable artifacts and the retention of indigenous artifacts in
the museums in the area.

(f) The recording and dissemination of the performing arts and oral
traditions of the region.

It is assumed that the recording would be carried out by such means
as tape, disc, photographs and soundsynchronised film.

(g) The study of the role of museums as repositories and interpreters
of the cultural heritage.

It is considered that museums in developing societies should fulfil
an educational role providing 2 link between the past, the present
and the future. They should be used to show the people their place
in the world at large and to promote advances in education and
technology as well as to preserve the cultural heritage. - Museums
in developing societies should be partly cultural centres for the
local artist and craftsman and should sncourage traditicnal
standards of excellence in the artifacts at present being pro-
ducedy particularly where the tourist trade is an important factor.

The Australian Committee believes that as a first step in the prep-
aration of these studies, a meeting of experts should be convensd, under the
auspices of Unesco, in a country located in the region with the sims of
defining the scope of the studies to be undertaken and the respective rolss of
Unesco, governments and interested organisations and indivigduals. Since the
meeting will have to talk of ways and means of financing their proposals it is
recommended that Government representatives should be included.

Recognising that any funds that may be made available by Unesco or
from other sources during the first biennium would be devotsd in part to the
meeting of experts, the Australian Committee recommends that first prierity
be given to the activities outlined in (e) and (f). Great Tehie o5
attached to (¢), however, and it is hoped that it will be possible for some
attention to be given to this also. Of slightly lower priority are the
aotivities outlined in (a), (b), (g). It is not considered that () is of
high priority or immediate concern.
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