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ABST R AC T

The vales to the south ofl Adelaide l^,ele a palt of the

region in which commerciat grain-growing first developed in

Australia. This thesis seeks to expJ-ain rnlhy the southern

farmers became So successflul- in the lB5Os, and rlrthy the regi'on

declined as a grain-producing area in the 1870s. The writer

argues that the lB4Os Deplession played a dual role, dashing

the hopes of would-be pastoralists and compelling wheat-farmers

to adopt more efficient methods of production. By the time of

the gold-rushes in Victoria the flarmers tnrele ideally placed to

take advantage of the heavy demand for theil ploduce. In the

IB6Os a number of problems Ied the southern farmers to support

l-egislation for credit selection. This began a chain of

migration, by which many of the agricultural techniques and

rural- tradilions formed in the "OId South" hJere transmitted to

a nernl generation of cultivators on the Australian wheat-beIt.

ì¡lheat-farmers dominated Southern Vales society because of

the early demise of the pastoralists and the relative weakness

of urban devel-opment. A number of smaLl townships competed

fiercely for sUIVivaI and plevented the emergence of a large

regional centre. The farmers elected men to the colonial

parliament who would place Iocal needs before "nationaL"

issues. They l/vere sensitive to any ploposal to tax

l-andhoLdings to pay flor public works, but at the same time

enterprising in the Iesponsibilities they rllere plepared to

undertake at the local level. These same qualities vvere

apparent in the voluntary support they offered to their

churches and schools, as well as in the relief of poverty and

maintenance of order. The balance between voLuntary effort

and reliance on the central goVernment varied according to
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practices established in the formative years of the colony, but

nowhere wele the farmers content to surrender local control

entirely.
This thesis tends to suppolt Douglas Pike's emphasis on

the importance of political radicalism and religioús dissent in

shaping early south Australia. what is interesting is the

interaction between these ideologies and the real-ities of a nel^,

life-styte as predominantly urban immigrants strove for

commercial success as farmers.
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