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Summary

This dissertation analyses the role the Thai rnilitary played in Thailand's turbulent
political history during the second half of the twentieth century. During this period
ahnost 20 successful or aborted coups were staged by the rnilitary to takeover from
dernocratically elected governments. Field Marshal Sarit seized control of the

country n 1951 and military dictatorship remained for the next 16 years during
which another 2 coups were staged. In each case the justification by the military for

taking their actions was always publically expressed concorn for the welfare and well
being of the Thai people. The Thai military has always been a staunch supporter of
the Royal Family and have used their influence on the uronarchy to legitimize thetr
actions. The last decade, however, has seen a dramatic change in the role of the
rnilitary. Following the massacre of civilians in May 1992, they were forced to

withdraw from absolute power but still strongly influence the Thai political scene.

Globalization, a more politically aware public and pressure from the international
community were all instrumental in achieving this decline in military power. The

Thai rnilitary now accepted their role as guardian of the nation and acknowledges

that they should serve the country rather than have the country serve them.
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Isan /Esan

Khana Ratsadorn

nakleng

phattana

Glossary

'godfather'; term applied to ambitious local businessman

north-east region of Thailand

The group behind the 1932 revolution

a person must be kind to friends, cruel to enemy, engage in
drinking, womanizing and renowned for gambling

development
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