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Tuamotu Islands; Pearl Beaglehole, Pukapuka; Philip Noble,
New Guinea; Wolfgang Laade, Torres Strait; and Honor
Maude, New Caledonia, the Loyalty Islands and Tonga.

I would like to congratulate Christa de Coppet,
who knew nothing about string figures until just before
leaving for Malaita, on mastering the techniques and
terminology of string figure making so quickly and competently,
and then devoting her spare time on Malaita to making such

a fine collection.

Finally, my thanks are due to Mrs Anvida Lamberts
for her expert setting out and typing of the text for
photographic reproduction; and to Alan Woodwell for making

the line drawings from my pencil sketches.

Canberra, Australia,
1 March 1978 Honor Maude
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KENI MAUMAURU 1963~65

This figure proceeds from movement 5 as follows:

6. Release two distal index loops.
7. Caroline Extension g
4. RATIAHA (stone for sharpening knife) 1928

Set up by Levi Roituamana, boy of 10, Buala, Ysabel

s Opening A.

1 Pass thumbs proximal to index loops, insert into
little finger loops from proximal side, rotate thumbs
in ulnar direction back to position and release
little fingers.

3. Insert middle, ring and little fingers, from proximal

side, into index loops and hold down radial index
strings.
























10. Put tips of thumbs and indices together and transfer
index loops to thumbs.

1l1. Caroline Extension.asg-relcase~thums.

12. cCarefully release little fingers then insert into
dropped loops away from you, pass proximal to string
that runs from hand to hand and hook it through
loop.

10. A'APEI NI TEITARI (leaves of a 1963-65
flower: hibiscus rosa chinensis) Takataka

1s Opening A.

2. Pass thumbs distal to index loops, insert into little
finger loops from proximal side and return with radial

strings.

3. Insert indices, from proximal side, into thumb loops
and return with ulnar thumb strings; release little
fingers, then insert them, from proximal side, into
distal index loops and release indices from distal

loops,
4. Repeat 3.

5. Pick up with right thumb and index left palmar string
and lift it off left thumb. Repeat with other hand.

6. Transfer thumb loops to four fingers of each hand;
they should be proximal to index and little finger
loops.

12



7.

8'

g.

With right thumb and index grasp all left hand strings

and release left hand; reinsert indices and little
fingers into their own dropped loops from proximal
side, being sure that the large loop lies below
them; 'insert thumb, from distal side and towards
you into large loop.

Pass thumbs distal to index loops, insert into little
finger loops from proximal side and return with radial
strings.

Caroline Extension.

11. NELO (a bird) 1928

Set up by old man of Nimbi, Te Motu,
Santa Cruz

Opening A.

Insert thumbs, from distal side, into index loops,
pick up ulnar index strings on backs of thumbs
and return to position.

Insert indices, from proximal side, into thumb loops,
pick up ulnar thumb strings and release thumbs from
all strings.

Pass thumbs, from distal side, through proximal index
loops, insert into little finger loops from proximal

side, return with radial little finger strings and
release little fingers.

13



Insert little fingers, from distal side, into distal
index loops, hook back distal ulnar index strings
then bring towards you proximal to proximal index
loops, insert into thumb loops from proximal side
and return with ulnar thumb strings.

Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into distal
index loops, Navaho thumbs and release indices from
distal loops.

Drop index loops and pull them free with opposite
hand.

Extend figure by slowly drawing hands apart with

fingers widespread.

12. NUE (water) 1928

Set up by Eric Nora, Fenualoa

KK Synomyn: Vai (water), pileni |alomd

1.

2.

3.

Opening A.
Twist all loops by rotating indices, little fingers
and thumbs once in ulnar direction.

Transfer thumb loops to middle fingers.

Pass thumbs, from distal side, through index loops,
insert into little finger loops from proximal side
and return with radial little finger strings;
release }Z,%_g_

14



Transfer middle finger loop to thumbs, keeping them
distal.

Bring middle fingers towards you distal to index and
thumb loops, then insert into prbximal thumb loops
from distal side, pick up proximal radial thumb
strings and return to position releasing proximal
thumb loops.

Transfer middle finger loops to thumbs.
Repeat 6.

Repeat 7.

Rotate thumbs in radial direction.

Bring little fingers towards you proximal to index
loops, insert into thumb loops from distal side and
hold down ulnar thumb strings.

Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into index loops
and Navaho thumbs with double radial strings.

Put tips of thumbs and indices together and transfer
index loops to thumbs.

Caroline Extension.

Release thumbs.

The centre diamond is termed Nubanue (the water-hole),
at Fenualoa; while the two strings leading to it are
known askaarangg at Fenualoa and( Te A}E at Pileni Island.

Found over a wide area of the Pacific this figure is
essentially the same though there are differences in
manipulations.

15






Except for the twisting of all loops in the radial

direction the movements of this figure are identical
with No.l2.

2.

14. NEDLO (dolphin) 1928

Set up by Eric Nora, Fenualoa

Opening A.

Insert all four fingers, from distal side, into
thumb loops, then throw radial thumb string away
from you over hands; pass thumbs away from you
proximal to radial dorsal strings and allow dorsal
loop to slip on to wrists.

Rotate left thumb in radial direction, then proximal

to both strings of wrist loop, insert into left little
finger loop from proximal side, then rotate in ulnar
direction back to position carrying with it ulnar
little finger string.

Insert right thumb, from proximal side, into left

thumb loop, and return to position with left radial
thumb string.

Pass thumbs distal to index loops, insert into little

finger loops from proximal side and return with
radial little finger strings.

17



6. Insert indices, from proximal side, into thumb loops
pick up ulnar thumb strings and release thumbs.

- With finger and thumb of right hand take hold of
left ulnar index strings, between radial strings, and
release index and little fingers of left'hand; insert
left little finger and thumb away from you into near
loop and thumb only in far loop.

8. Repeat with other hand.

9. Caroline Extension.

15. KIZU (a hermit crab) 1928

Set up by John Peter, Savo

1 Opening A.

2 Pass indices distal to little finger strings then
hook them up and with indices still pointing down
insert them into thumb loops from distal side,
return to position, in ulnar direction, with ulnar
thumb strings and release thumbs.

3. Pass thumbs proximal to index loops, insert into
little finger loops from proximal side then bend
indices over to touch tips of thumbs, rotate indices

18









10. Insert thumbs, from proximal side, between radial
index string, pick up radial string that runs
straight across and release indices.

11. Extend on thumbs and little fingers, with palms facing
yOu.

/A better extension is obtained if indices pick up
radial thumb strings and palms face away./

17. ONGA (lightning) 1928

Set up by Hugo Hebale, Ysabel

Lo Opening A.

2. Take ulnar little finger string in mouth; insert
left index, from distal side into mouth loop, pick
up right mouth string and return to position; pass
right hand proximal to mouth loop and return with
left mouth string; release string from mouth.

35 Release thumbs.

4. Pass thumbs, from distal side, through proximal
index loops and return with both ulnar index strings.

S. Pass middle fingers distal to distal radial index
strings, proximal to proximal radial index strings
and return to position with proximal strings.

21






10.
11,

12.

13.

Pass thumbs proximal to index loops, insert into

little finger loops from proximal side, return with

radial little finger strings and release little
fingers.

Insert middle, ring and little fingers, from proximal

side into index loops and hold down radial index
strings; insert indices, from distal side, into
thumb loops, turn away from you and up carrying
with them ulnar thumb strings.

Release little fingers.

Insert little fingers, from proximal side, into
thumb loops, mass them distal to distal radial
strings (diagonal strings), proximal to proximal
string (running straight across) and hook back
these strings; release thumbs.

Insert thumbs between radial index strings picking
up string which runs straight across.

Release indices and extend carefully.

/Figure is displayed better by Caroline Extension
with radial thumb string./

23









21. NEPE MWAYA (new moon) Reef Islands 1929

Synonym: Matoba mai loki, Hugo Hebale, Bugotu, Ysabel 1928

TAHI (men's crescent shaped shell jewel, 1963-65
worn on the breast) Rau'ahu
Opening A.

Lay figure down by resting tips of fingers on flat
surface and allowing all loops to slip off hands.

Insert both hands, togards you, into central loop

and bring them up through near lo8p; insert little
fingers, also towards you, under far string and bring
them up through far loop; raise hands and extend.

Transfer wrist loops to thumbs.

Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into little finger
loops and return with radial little finger strings.

Carcline Extension.
Navaho thumbs with hanging string.

Insert thumbs, from distal side, into index loops
and transfer index loops to thumbs.

Caroline Extension. The open semi-circle is the
new moon.



Matoba Mai Loki. A piece of lawyer cane hangs down in the
bush where two children are walking; a landslide occurs,
they clutch the hanging loop of cane and are safely
suspended while the landslide roars beneath.

TAHI 1963-65

This is essentially the same figure but a different
technique is used for the opening movements:

LS Make a large and a small loop, the smaller one being
half the size of the large one, and hold strings where
they cross, in mouth; insert hands, towwrds you,
into these loops, then up to position; there are now

two strings on each wrist, do not release strings
from mouth.

2. With thumbs and indices pick up bight of large loop
and make a small upright loop on it; insert little
fingers towards you into this loop and release
strings from mouth.

35 Repeat 4 - 9 of previous figure.

>\






23. NUVO (net) Eenualoa 1928

. s o i
Synonym: Kupenga (net)f Pileni % lpwit

7, Sl

3‘

HATA'E ERERE (eagle hovering) Takataka 1963-65

Opening A.

With thumb and index of each hand pick up ulnar little
finger string and make a small upright loop with it;
insert indices away from you into this loop and
extend hands.

Release thumbs.

Pass thumbs proximal to index loops, insert into little
finger loops from proximal side and return with radial
little finger strings.

Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into distal index
loops and Navaho thumbs with mouth.

Release indices from distal loops and transfer thumb
loops to indices, keeping these loops distal.
4 %
Repeat 5 and &,
Pass middle fingers distal to distal ulnar index
strings, insert into proximal index loops from distal
side and pick up proximal radial index strings.

Release little fingers and turn palms away with fingers
spread out.






24. HADA 1928
Set up by boy of 12 at Madoa, Ulawa
HATA TOTOROWATO (eagle gathering 1963-65
material for nest) ,/ Takataka
Opening A.

Transfer index loops to middle fingers and thumb loops
to indices.

Pass right index away from you distal to all strings
then hook up ulnar little finger string and return
to position; insert right index, from proximal side,
into left distal index loop and extend hands.

Pass thumbs proximal to index and middle finger strings,
insert into little finger loops from proximal side
and return with radial little finger strings.

Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into distal index
loops and Navaho thumbs.

Release indices from distal loops.
Transfer thumb loops to indices.
Repeat 4 and 5.

Insert middle fingers, from distal side, through
both index loops, pick up proximal radial index
strings (which run straight across figure), release
little fingers and turn palms outwards.



Continuation: KIKIHUTO (oppossum's feet)

11. Wwith mouth grasp left ulnar middle finger string
and distal ulnar index string where they cross near
middle finger; release left hand then insert all
fingers, from distal side, into mouth loop and release
strings from mouth. Repeat with right hand.

12. Raise indices, to make a better extension, and draw
hands apart until figure appears.

HATA TOTOROWATO 1963-65

The opening moves of this figure vary from the above as
follows:

1. Opening A.
@' Transfer thumb loops to indices.

Bie With mouth pick up, from distal side, ulnar little
finger string and pull towards you; insert right
thumb from distal side into mouth loop, pick up
left mouth string and return to right; pass left
thumb to right, proximal to right mouth string, and
return to left with this string.

4. Transfer thumb loops to indices, making three index
loops.

Continue from 4 of Hada.

%






1.
2.

=

26. VAT (rock sticking up into air) © 1928 )”“*—*4;2?

Set up by Barnabas Maritana, Salinisi,
Ysabel

Opening A.
With hands upright lay index loops over right knee,

one loop on either side, release indices and return
hands to upright position.

Pass indices away from you distal to little finger
loops, hook up both little finger strings, then with
indices still pointing down, insert them, from distal
side, into thumb loops, pick up ulnar thumb strings
on their backs and return to position releasing
thumbs.

Transfer index loops to thumbs.

Insert indices into knee loops from proximal side
and release strings from knee.

Pass thumbs distal to index loops, insert into little
finger loops from proximal side and return with
radial little finger strings.

Caroline Extension.

=
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1.

3.

27. NIU (coconuts) 1928

Set up by Peter Guadasi, Suluwau, North Malaita

Opening A.
Exchange index loops, right through l%ft.

Turn right hand one complete turn anti-clockwise;

with right hand lift off left index loop, take it
away from you distal to little finger loop then
proximal to little finger and thumb loops and replace
on left index. Unwind right hand strings.

Repeat with other hand making turn clockwise.

Pass thumbs distal to index loops, insert into little
finger loops from proximal side and return with radial
little finger strings.

Bring indices towards you distal to thumb loops then
insert into proximal thumb loops from distal side, pick
up proximal radial thumb strings and extend as in
Caroline Extension.



eTnAﬁM;ﬁ4l <

28a. KAKENAKU (flying fox caught 1928
in lawyer cane)

Sft up by a voung man, Banua, Santa Cruz

Y Insert thumbs into loop, radial string being about
6 inches long; insert right index, from distal side,
into left thumb loop, pick up ulnar string and
return to right; pass left index through right index
loop from distal side then insert into right thumb
loop also from distal side, pick up ulnar thumb string
and return to left; insert right little finger, from
distal side, into left index loop, pick up ulnar
index string and return to right; insert left little
finger, from proximal and ulnar side, into right
little finger loop, pick up ulnar little finger
string and return to left. Extend.

2, Transfer index loops to wrists.

3. Insert indices, from distal side, into thumb loops,
pick up ulnar thumb strings, then insert into little
finger loops, also from distal side, hook up radial
little finger strings and return to position.

4, Release little fingers.

4.



10.

ll.

Transfer index loops to little fingers.
Transfer wrist loops to Position 1.
Repeat 3.

Release thumbs.

Insert thumbs, from distal side, into index loops and
transfer index loops to thumbs.

Insert indices into loops depending from palnar

strings and pick up proximal string which runs from
hand to hand.

Release little fingers and extend by turning palms
away with fingers widespread.

Loops being caught foxes cannot fly.

1.
2.

28b. MALIVA (flying fox) 1928

Set up by a young man, Banua, Santa Cruz

Opening A.

Repeat 2 to 11 of Kakenaku, No.28a.

== '%,u7



By touching and releasing thumbs and indices and pulling
figure tight flying foxes flop away.

29. OMEA (fight) 1928
Set up by Peter Guadasi, ‘'chief' of Suluwau,
an artificial island in Lau, Malaita'

i 155 Opening A.

2 Transfer index loops to wrists.

3. Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into little finger
loops and return with radial little finger strings.

4. Insert indices from proximal side, into thumb loops
and return with ulnar thumb strings.

5%

With opposite hand grasp two radial thumb strings
where they cross, release hand, but not wrist loop,
carefully allowing little finger loop to become

the near loop held between thumb and index of

opposite hand; insert thumb towards you into near

loop and little finger away from you into far loop.
Release strings and repeat with other hand.

6. Repeat 3, 4 and 5 twice.
7s Repeat 3.

Caroline Extension, release wrist loops and work hands

apart.
}”/Egﬁs
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Caroline Extension.

Navaho thumbs with radial thumb strings that run from
hand to han d.

Insert thumbs from distal side into index loops, and
transfer index loops to thumbs.

Caroline Extension. Bring thumbs towards you and back
again, the old man chews like this.

44. BONA pY 1928

Set up by Eric Nora, Fenualoa

Pﬂ“{;~%g;;:' Synonym: Kwona (a bird in Mota language)

¥

1.
2.

4.
5.

Navaho Opening.

Pass little fingers, from distal side, through index
loops, insert into thumb loops from proximal side
and return to position with ulnar thumb strings.

Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into index loops
then Navaho thumbs.

Release indices.

With mouth take hold of radial thumb strings in centre
of figure and release thumbs.
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6. Release right wrist loop.

7. With left thumb and index hold the two strings
where they cross on right palm as before and release
right hand; insert right ifttle finger and thumb
away from you intc near loop, and then thumb away
from you into far loop. Release left thumb and
index.

8. With right thumb and index hold the two strings where
they cross on left palm, release left hand from all
loops, including wrist-loop; insert left little
finger and thumb into near and far loops, as with
right hand.

9. Caroline Extension.
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9.

10.

P12

12.

Navaho little fingers.

With right thumb and index take hold of left radial
little finger string and ulnar thumb string and release
left hand; insert left thumb and little finger, from
right to left, into near loop, and thumb only, from
left to right, into far loop.

Repeat with other hand.

Pull central loops free. Caroline Extension.

Found only in the Solomon Islandsk Australia and New
Guinea.
Continuation:
13. Release thumbs gently, then insert towards each
other into lower half of outer loops.
l4. Release indices.
15. 1Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into little finger
loops and return with radial little finger strings.
16. Caroline Extension.
HOI MANE SIKE IITO does not proceed to the continuation.
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This represents two men making pandanus umbrella mats.
Continuation:

10. Release thumbs, then insert them towards each other
into lower loops of 'men'.

11.R Release indices.

12. Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into little finger
loops and return with radial little finger strings.

13. Caroline Extension.

This represents the place where the men are working.
RUA MANE KAHE OKA 1963-65

This figure results in an identical first extension
(Fig.50a) by an entirely different method, as follows:

1. Opening A.

2. Transfer index loops to middle fingers and thumb
loops to indices.

634











































































8.
9.
10.

65. MBARI (diving) 1928-29

Set up by Nggela people at Siota

Opening A.

Take between teeth, from distal side, ulnar little
finger string.

Insert right index, from distal side, into mouth loop,
and return to position with left mouth string; pass
left index proximal to mouth loop and return with right
mouth string; drop string from motth.

Transfer distal index loops to wrists.
Release little fingers.

Insert thumbs, from distal side, into index loops
and return with ulnar index strings.

Little fingers pick up, from proximal side, radial
index strings.

Release indices.
Caroline Extension.

Tilt hands forwards and down until wrist loops fall
off; this is the diving.
























An alternative form of this figure is made by a variation
at 5 as follows:

5% Gently release middle, ring and little fingers, allowing
ulnar little finger strings to form two hanging loops;
bring little fingers towards you distal to hanging
strings, insert into thumb loops from proximal side
and return with ulnar thumb strings.

6. Caroline Extension.

74. SIRA (vagina)/ Takataka 1963-65

1. Opening A,

2. Insert indices, from distal side, into little finger
loops, pick up ulnar little finger strings, Wbring
back to position then insert into thumb loops also
from distal side, pick up radial thumb strings and
release thumbs.

%Nf
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5. Throw hanging loop away from you over all strings.

WORD BY WORD TRANSLATION

Misi ko koru 'ania nena aulRa mae u'ira'ania '‘asia no'o
Ribs of taro leaf we ate these why didn't you throw away

ma uuta wouna ka awawal mai no'o na?z
and rain there is falling and comes here?

'Are naka u'ira'ania ‘'asia kae ero!
—Zthing I will throw away at oncel

%& > @TRANSLATION
NG
0]

The ribs of the taro leaves that we ate, why didn't you
throw them away? Hear, the rain is coming.

I shall throw them away at once.

'1”;, 1 AWAWA: this verb means the noise of the rain coming.
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6. Caroline Extension.
Ts Navaho thumbs with hanging string.

8. Release little fingers and pull figure taut; insert
little fingers, from proximal side, into triangles
depenaing from u.i..ir incex strings and pull down the
string which runs straight across the figure.

Continuation: FAU (stone)

9. Insert thumbs, from distal side, into index loops and
transfer index loops to thumbs; insert little fingers,
from proximal side, into thumb loops and return with
ulnar thumb strings.

10. Caroline Extension.

Continuation: MAI (reef)

11. Keeping thumbs pressed against indices gently release
little fingers and insert them, from proximal side,
into index loops and release indices.
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12. Caroline Extension.

This series of figures is known in a number of areas but
the opening movements vary; on the north coast of New
Guinea and in the Torres Strait Islands they form the final
figures of a different series.

90. NELO (the tideL/'Reef Islands 1929

(a) NELO ELO (low tide)

1: Make a small hanging loop with about 6 inches of
string, right hand behind left hand; insert thumbs
away from you into small loop and little fingers,
also away from you, into large hanging loop.

2. Caroline Extension.

(b) NELO LANGE (high tide)

3. Release thumbs, then pass them proximal to index loops
and little finger loops, return with both little
finger strings, insert into index loops from proximal
side, rotate thumbs only in ulnar direction and
release indices. 112?






























(b) KOLOKOLOMISO (lake)
17. Throw radial wrist string away from you over both hands.
18. Extend hands and release indices.

19. Caroline Extension, keep ulnar little finger string

well down on wrists.

\ - (V=g .

(c) GAINGANGARI (the stick)
20. Release radial index strings from thumbs.

2l. Insert thumbs, from distal side, into index loops
and transfer these loops to thumbs.

22. Caroline Extension. Move left index up and down to
exhibit the stick with which the frog was killed.

12%



(d) VURE (people)
23. Release radial index strings from thumbs.

24. Insert thumbs, from distal side, into index loops
and transfer index loops to thumbs.

25. Caroline Extension. This represents people looking

for the frog.

(e) KUTU (intestines)

26. Repeat 23, 24 and 25. The frog's stokach is taken
out and thrown up into a tree. 'W' represents

intestines, other strings trees.

129?


















(c)
10

11.

12.

Insert thumbs into figure, bring back double strings
of 'W', release indices from all strings and extend

hands.

Caroline Extension.

STICK (used for looking for the eel under a stone)

Release radial index strings from thumbs.

Insert thumbs, from distal side, into index loops and
transfer index loops to thumbs.

Cardline Extension; move right index up and down.

THE EEL
Release radial index strings from thumbs.

Insert thumbs, from distal side, into index loops
and transfer index loops to thumbs.

Caroline Extension.









proximal side and return with middle radial index

strings.

(c) GARDEN OF SISIHU - de Coppet

9. Insert thumbws,from distal side, into index triangles
and transfer distal loops to thumbs.

10. Caroline Extension.

(d) SHELL BREAST ORNAMENT OF SISIHU - de Coppet

11. Release little fingers, then transfer distal index
loops to little fingers.

12. Caroline Extension.



(e)
13.

14,

(£)
15.

l6.

(g9)
17.

18.

SISIHU'S CREEPER - de Coppet

Release thumbs, then insert them, from distal side,

into index triangles and release distal index loops.

Caroline Extension.

SISIHU'S HOUSE ~ de Coppet

Release little fingers, then bring them towards you
proximal to distal ulnar index strings and release
distal index loops.

Caroline Extension.

SISIHU HIMSELF - de Coppet

Release thumbs, then insert them, from distal side,
into index triangles and release distal index loops.

Caroline Extension.





















99. APARAU 1928

Set up by Nggole, a boy of 15, Manaere, Malaita

Synonym: Raohutu, Hugo Hebale, Bugotu, Y¥Ysabel

1.
2.

Hang string from mouth.

Insert hands towards you into mouth loop, then bring
up to position, thus giving each hand a crossed
wrist loop.

Pick up hanging string and make a small upright loop
in it; insert little fingers towards you into
small loop, release string from mouth and extend
hands.

Transfer wrist loops to thumbs.

Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into little finger
loops and return with radial little finger strings.

Caroline Extension.

This figure is known by many other names and made by a
variety of methods throughout the Pacific. The Mouth Loop
Opening is a little different to the one used in the
Gilbert Islands.
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12. Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into little finger
loops and return with radial little finger strings.

13. Caroline Extension. Holds figure upright.

14, B inserts little fingers into triangles on either
1

side of Central 'U' and picks up arms of 'U'; passes
X
\ \\/ thumbs over top string of figure then picks it up
towards himself. A releases hands.

15. Repeat 12,

16. Caroline Extension. Holds figure horizontal.

17. A inserts little fingers into diamonds, picks up far
outer strings and pulls them towards himself, then
passing thumbs distal to radial little finger strings
picks up near outer arms of diamonds. B releases hands.

18. Repeat 12.

19. Caroline Extension. Holds figure upright.
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20. B passes little fingers distal to top string of figure,
then hooks up towards himself top string close to A's
indices, then brings little fingers towards one
another, inserts thumbs into figure and picks up bottom
string on either side of central double 'V'. A

releases hands.,

21l. Repeat 12.

22. Caroline Extension. Holds figure horizontal.

23. A inserts little fingers and thumbs down into triangles
near B's indices, picks up top of figure with thumbs
and near outer strings of outer diamonds with little
fingers. B releases hands.

24. Repeat 12.

25. Caroline Extension. Holds figure upright.
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26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

B takes hold of central cross and pulls it down to
make a better figure; inserting his little fingers
close to A's indices picks up, towards himself, top
string of figure, then inserts thumbs into small
triangles at base of figure and picks up bottom
string. A releases hands.

Repeat 12.

Caroline Extension. Holds figure upright.

A inserts little fingers, towards himself, into spaces
between bottom string and hanging loops, hooks up
hanging strings, raises hands until little fingers
are above top string of figure, then hooks up this
string allowing double strings to fall off; he now
inserts thumbs into figure and picks up, towards
himself, bottom string of figure. B releases hands.

Repeat 12.

152






103. NO NAME 1965
From Rose, of Guadalcanal, and Mary, of ¥Ysabel

Set up in Canberra
A series for two plavers, A & B, using hands alternately.

1100 Position 1 on A's left hand; loop on BSs right
little finger.

23 B inserts thumb, from distal side, behind A's palmar
string, then rotates thumb towards himself, up and
back to position.

3 e A and B insert thumbs, from proximal side, into little

finger loops and return with radial little finger
strings.

4. A and B Caroline Extension.

5. Double strings now hang loosely from top of figure
to become radial thumb strings; A and B pass free
little fingers distal to these strxings, proximal to
ulnar index strings and ulnar little finger strings
and return to position with ulnar little finger strings;
pass thumbs proximal to ulnar index strings, lift
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a clockwise direction until palm faces outwards and
arms are crossed.

Another perxson is invited to blow the fire (tunga uhubi)

at the outer end 'A', places his mouth close and is gripped
by fingers and thumb there - a trick which causes much

amusement.

Continuation:

8. Return to position before 7.

9 Insert middle, ring and little fingers, from proximal

side, into index loops and release indices.

10. Insert index fingers, from distal side, into thumb loops
and return with radial thumb strings.

11. Bring left hand round in an anti-clockwise movement
until palm faces body with fingers pointing up and
bring right hand down and in to body thus hugging
figure to breast.

Totoi is essentially the same figure.

&

P 106.) KARE . | \ 1928
Set/Pp/by qulian,Legumqﬁa, Nériapqh Bugotu, Ysabel

g !—: .". ! j y =

Synonums / " N
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106. KARE 1928

Set up by Julian Legumana, Nariapu,
Bugotu, Ysabel

Synonyms: Kurigindi, John Peter, Savo
Lango, Francis Hania, Paupau, Guadalcanal

RAWAKO (flying fox) Takataka 1963-65

? i Position 1.
P Release thumbs.

3. Pass thumbs proximal to little finger loops and return
with both little finger strings.

4, Insert right index, from proximal side, behind left
palmar strings and return with them to right.

5 Pass left thumb distal to right ulnar index strings,
then insert from proximal side behind right palmar
strings and return with them to left,

6. Navaho left thumb and release right khumb; pull tight.

1% Release left thumb and right index simulatneo-usly and
allow loops to hang loosely.

8. Another person claps hands on hanging loops; extend
hands and strings come free.
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F\HWNV Raw e KO

This is the same figure made with a doubled string but
has a different ending. After releasing left thumb and
right index finger hands are clapped and extended quickly.

107. OU'A (crab) 1928

107. OU'A (crab) Malaita 1928
u//' Synonyms: Heviki, Launiua; Kuka, Ulawa; Kakgg, Nggela;
/ Kakau, Guadalcanal; Kuka, Paupau, Guadalcanal

1. Insert little fingers only into loop of string (string
may be doubled if desired).

2 Pass right thumb to left, distal to left little finger
loop, then pick up both strings of this loop from
ulnar and proximal side, and return.

2 Pass left thumb to right, distal to left little finger
loop, then pick up, from ulnar and proximal side,
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Variations of this figure are found over a wide area.

110. MA'IMA'IHUNU (an ogre) Rau'ahu 1963-65

i Opening A.

2. With mouth pull radial thumb string out towards you,
release mouth; a long loop hangs down.

3. Throw this loop away from you, under all strings and
then over them towards you, so that loop is hanging
down again between your body and figure.

4, Pull this loop and ulnar little finger string down
with toe.

5. Release thumbs.

6. Transfer index loops to wrists.

7 With thumbs pick up radial little finger strings.
8. Complete Opening A with indices.

9. Remove wrist loops; pull up and down, pray to the
ogre.

10. Release indices when you have finished and he will
go away.
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WORD BY WORD TRANSLATION

-Ma'ima'ihunu ‘'ene oo Ani aana hanua 'e ma, keni ka mae
Ogre here you stay in the village but the girls

¥eho ma, poo nihona ka mae 'ere ma,
are not old enough and pigs tusks are not yet curved,

Ohu ka mae taka ma, Eko ka mae pero
and the sugarcane has no flowers and piper leaves there

na, pua ka mae kuru ma, aaro ka mae
are not very much and, betelnut are not strong, and taro is

usi ma, oko raa mania hanua 'ene - Iita na ka
not ripe and you go away from village this one - What shall I

oni ei? Na ka raa ke.
stay for? I go now.

FREE TRANSLATION

Ogre, you are staying in this village: but the girls are

not yet grown up; the pigs' tusks are not yet curved; the
sugarcane has not started to bloom; the piper leaves are

still scarce;/\and the taro is unripe: and so s v M-
village. :

What shall I stay here for? I will go dow.

hayd ¢ huucrl\ 5
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1.

3.

112, ISSISU HANA TA'A KA'E 1963~-65
(string figure for one hand)

Put a very short string over indices and thumbs only.

Pass middle, ring and little finger of each hand
towards you over all strings and hold them down.

Pass right index to left, distal to left thumb-index
string, then hook up this string and return to right.

Rotate right index once in ulnar direction and release
middle, ring and little fingers of both hands.

Release right thumb, then rotate right index once

again in ulnar direction.

Insert right thumb, from distal side, into left thumb
loop, pass it proximal to left index loop and return
with ulnar index string through left thumb loop.

Insert right little finger, d@irom distal side, into
left index lopp, release left index and thumb and
extend on right hand only.

\\ 2
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Set up bvhman atﬁReef Tslands.

1. Opening A.

=, Insert all fingers, from distal side, into thumb loops,

H&ﬁ&égpradial thumb strings and release thumbs; insert
thumbs, from proximal side}into loop over the four

fingers of each hand and allow this loopS to slip on to
wristas.

Se Turn thumbs towards you, down, under both wrists strings
and insert into little finger loops from proximal side;

; finge:
return with ulnar 1little finger strings\& release little

I { o Little Ringers
. B e g Sl PS 12 LG et S ertame —tnden

loops—end—release—indices.

5. Insert thumbs, from proximszl side, into little finger
loops end return with radial 1little finger strings. \
Insert indices, from proximal side, into thumb loops,

plck up ulnar thumb strings and release thumbs, then

also release little fingers.
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6 TAPON (turtle shell) 1929
From Reef Islands

Synonym: Babaraingari (fruit of a tree).

S.

PARANI 0I (heap of firewood) 1963-65
Opening A.

Transfer index loops to middle fingers and thumb loops to indices.
With mouth pick up radial 3AEe% string; with thumb and index

of right and left hand take hold of right and left mouth strings,
release mouth string, then make an upright loop with held string
and insert thumbs, away from you, into it. Extend hands.
Transfer thumb loops to indices and middle fingers; transfer
little finger loops also to indices and middle fingers.

Navaho indices with proximal a&s+mee radial strings and Navaho
middle fingers with proximal ulnar strings.

Grasp left hand strings in right hand and 1ift off gently,

turn loops over away from you and place over thumb and little
finger, BEEh Repeat with other hand.

Stretch fingers wide apart and pull figure taut.

~fiiustration

O AU L@N



PARANI O0I (heap of fireucod)

1 and 2 as above.

3.

With mouth pull towards you radial index string; insert
right thumb, from distal side, into mouth loop, pick up
left mouth string and return to right, pass left thumb

to right, proximal to right mouth string, and return to
left with this string. Release string from mouth.
Continue from 4 of Tapon placing loops over thumbs

4
ang middle fingers at 6.

Babaraingari 1is the same figure as Tapon (above) but

a second ptaysr pulls up centre parallel strings and first

player releases his hands.,

K~ o Dl 2
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"y 7 ATOLE ’
Set up by Tomi, young man of Sinarengo, Malaita 1228
HUNU NI ARITE (bunch of arite f‘ruit)/ 1963-65

Takataka =B

Opening A.

Pass thumbs proximal to index loops, insert into litﬁg@ finger
loops from proximal side, rotate in ulnar direction back to
position, carrying with them ulpar little finger strings;

release little fingers.

Insert middle, ring and little fingers, from proximal side,

into index loops, hold down radial index strings, ‘then insert
indices, from distal side, into thumb loops, turn away and up
carrying with them ulnpar thumb strings; stretch thumbs and indices
wide apart and release little fingers.

A triangle will be seen at the centre of the figure, the top

string being a radial index string;g insert-1ittle fingers

towards you into this triangle, return to position, thus enlarg-
ing triangle, then bring them towards you distal to three strings,
pass proximal to radial thumb string that runs straight across

and return with it proximal to radial index strings; release thumbs.
Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into proximal index loops

(loops with radial strings running straight across) and return

with radial strings.

Ulpar thumb strings pass dorsally round thumbs and indices before
becoming proximal ulpnar index strings. With mouth grasp left
proximal ulpar index string in centre of figure, release left
index, then insert into mouth loop from proximal side and releasec
string from mouth. Repeat with right hand. (Ulnar thumb
strings should now pass through a loop before becoming ulnar index
strings,),

Pass thumbs proximal to index loops, insert into iittle finger
loops from proximal side, return with radial little finger strings
and release little fingers.

Repeat 3. 1
Insert little fingers towards you between radial index strings
taking back the string which runs straight across.

Pass right thumb and index proximal to left radial thumb string

which runs straight across, grasp radial string which becomes
part of figure, bring towards you and Navaheo left thumb. Repeat
with other hand.

Release indices,

Fige 7
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20  A'ARANGA (two ducks) 1928
v L -
Set up by man at Rousa _*agoon, South Malaita,”

Te Bpening A.

2, Insert 1nd%ces, from distal side, into little fipger 1laops,
'”“r'?fz kfD|chk up aéﬁar little finger strings and return to position)
' ¥y Insert middle and rinag fingers, from distal side, into

ipdex loops and hald down ulnar index strings.

4, With meuth pull radial thumb string out to lengthen it, then
drop it to form a hanging loopj; throw this laop away from
you, under figure, then over top towards you and release
thumbs.

s Shake figure until the kemgime loop hangs without any crossed
strings; insert thumbs inte loop away fram you, bring
hanging strings to right and left, then insert thumbs, from
proximal side, inte figure close to clasped fingers, bend
down over double botton strings of gifure and hook up
bight of hanging string. with backs of thumbs and bring
back through figure.

6. Navaho indices with radial string that goes diagonally into
figure,

e With right thumb and index take hold of left ulnar index
string(proximal te radial string) and left ulnar thumb
stringy rTelease left hand. Insert left thumb and little
finger, away from vou, into far loop ead-%humb—eﬁéyycuﬁct
release this loop from right hand, then insert thumb ,
towards you, into near loop anpd release this loop also from
right hand, Repeat with other hand.

8. Caroline Extension,

Jllustration

o 20
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21 NEPE MWAYA (pew moon) Reef Islands 1929
Synonym: Matoba mai loki, Hugo Hebale, Bugotu, Ysabel 1928
TAHI (men's crescent shaped shell jewel, 1963-65

worn on the breast) Rautahu

il Opening A.

2 Lay figure down by resting tips of fingers on flat surface and
allowing all loops to slip off hands.

3 Insert both hands, towards you, into central loop and bring them
up through near loop; insert little fingers, also towards you,
under far string and bring them up through far loop; raise hands
and extend.

4. Transfer wrist loops to thumbs.

S Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into little finger loops and
return with radial little finger strings.

6. Caroline Extension.

e Navaho thumbs with hanging string.

ais Insert thumbs, from distal side, into index loops and transfer
index loops to thumbs.

=15 Caroline Extension. The open semi-circle is the new moon.

FalgL.at2q

where
Matoba Mai Loki, A piece of lawyer cane hangs down in the bushﬁ\ tuo

children are walking)trewghs a landslide occurfs, they clutch the
hanging loop of cane and are safely suspended while the landslide roars

beneath.
TAHI 1963-65

This is essentially the same figure but a different technique is used

for the opening movements:

Te Make a large and a small loop, the smaller one being half the size
of the large one, and hold strings where they cross, in mouth;
insert hands, towards you, into these loops, them up to positiong
there are pow tuwe strings on each wrist, do mot release strings
From moulih.



e With thumbs and indices pick up bight of large loop and make
small upright leop, on itj3 insert little fipgers towards you

into this loop and release stringSfrom mouth.

z KeP-e,o-L' L =9 oF previouvs Rigure.

No illustration here
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23 .NUVB . (net) » . 1928
#From Fenualoa Pﬁbﬁﬁdf
Synonym: ' Kupenga (net)qf_Pllenl Fevlarash-

HATA'E ERERE (eagle houeringlp\ 1963265

E i

Exom Takataka.

% Opening A.

il With thumb and index of each hand pick up ulpnar little finger
string and make a small upright loop with ity insert indices
away from you into this loop and extend hands.

3 Release thumbs.

4q Pass thumbs proximal to index loops, imnsert into little
finger loops from proximal side and return with radial
little finger strings.

S Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into distal index loops
and Navaheo thumbs with mouth.

6. Releass indices from distal loops and transfer thumb loops
to indices, keeping these loops distal,

7.  Repeat #fldhg—60 [| Al S

B, Pass middle fingers distal to distal ulpar index strings,
insert into proximal index loops from distal side and pick
up proximal radial index strings.

2l Release little fingers and turn palms away with fipngers

spread out.

HATA'E ERERE 1GE3 =618
This is essentially the same figure though the epening moves
are different:

Te Openina A.
2. Release thumbs.
5% With mouth piek up, from distal side, ulpar little Tinger
string and pull towards youj3 insert right thumb, from distal
side, inte mouth loop, pick up 1left mouth string and return
to right; pass left thumb to right, preoximal to right mouth
string and return to right with this string nimmggh»w! Promn o
4, Transfer thumb loops te indices gt

Repeat 4,q,6,7,8 and 9 of Nuvo

-



10.

@,

With mouth take ulnar middle finger and distal ulnar

index strings of left hand where they cross close to
tip of middle finger; release left hand then insert
four fingers towards you into two loops hanging from
mouth and release strings from mouth. Repeat with
right hand, Press thumbs against fingers an extend.
You will find two eagle's sggs - RUA APOTA,

TV ey *
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25  VEFU SINDANI (a morning star) 1928
Set up by Tambulwu, Guadalcanal

RATO MA HURA (sun and moon) pagan name, 1963=65
Takataka

Synonym: Rua Wari Niu (two coconuts) christian name

1.
2.
3.

5.
G

Opening A.

Transfer index loops to urists.

Bend indices down towards you distal to thumb loops, then hook
back radial thumb strings and, still keeping indices peinting
down, insert them into little finger loops from distal side, hook
up radial little finger strings towards you and return to position
allowing Padial thumb strings to slip off indices.

With thumb and index of opposite hand take hold of crossed strings
on palm of hanq%nd release index:-thumb and little finger; insert
little finger away from you into near loop, pass thumb distal to
radial little finger string and insert towards you into far loop;
release strings held by opposite hand.

Repeat 3.

With opposite hand 1lift radial wrist string over tip of thumb and
drop in fork of thumb.

With opposite hand pick up crossed strings on palm of hand, also
wrist string in fork of thumb, and release hand from all strings;

insert little finger and thumﬁauay from you into near loop, drop

middle 1

: ok
loop and insert(ﬂ%umb away from you 1ntn_££;¥é loop.,
Caroline Extension.

Fig.25

Ci\ E; ,’ ALY A
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26 VAT (rock sticking up into air) 1928
Set up by Barnabas Maritana, &f Salinisi, a=bush
am Ysabel.
Opening A.

—'"'
\

With £&ﬁgere-p91ntrng ﬁﬂun lay 1ndex loops over right knee,
one loop on either sxdeﬁaand return hands to upright position.

3

Pass indices away from you distal to little finger loops,
hook up both little finger strings, then with indices
still pointing down, insert them, from distal side, into
thumb loops, pick up ulnar thumb strings on their backs
and return to positmbon releasing thumbs.,

Transfer index lopps to thumbs. nelie
~Rassing=indices—distal to--little finger—loops insert tth
into knee loops from proximal side and release strings
from kneey.

Pass thumbs distal to index loops, insert into little
finger loops from proximal side and return with radial
little finger strings.

Caroline Extension.

ﬁa 26
Erlustratien
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— Hata tree touch each other)

@%ﬁm=Takatak§f

Position 1 with a very long string.

Insert right index, from proximal side, behind left palmar

string, twist it onee in ulnar directien and put it on left

index; -repeat movement with zight palmar string.

Insert right index, from proximal side, inte left imdex

loop and return to right with looped strings: insert left

index, from distal side, through right index loops, then

insert, from proximal side, into rioht index loops and

return to left.

Transfer the three index loops to wrists,

Insert indices, from distal side, inte thumb lacps, pick up
ulnar thumb strings on their tips, them ipsert indices

little finger loops, also from distal side, and pick up

radial little finger strings dropping ulpar thumb strings

as you do so; turn hands ui%h palms upwards.

With opposite index and thumb take hold of ulpar thumb and

radial. index strings where they cross on palm and release

thumb, index and little finger; insert little finger, away

from you into near loop, then pass thumb distal to radial

little finger string and insert towards you inteo far loop,.

Rpeat 5 and 6 twice.

Repeat 5,

Br——-Hith-oppesite~incex—apa-thumb

=

10%

With left thumb and index pick up right radial wrist strings
and 1ift them over thumb, then pick up crossed strings in
centre of palm, as before, also strimgs lying in crook of
thumb, and release right hand. There are now five loops

held in left hand, the former wrist loops between the other
two loops; insert right thumb and little finger from left

to right into nearest loop, then pass over middle loops

and insert from right to left into far loop; release strings
from left thumb and index and repeat movement with ether hand.
Caroline Extension,
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Navaho Opening.

Pass little fingers, from distal side, through index loops, insert

into thumb loops from proximal side and return to position with

ulnar thumb strings.

Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into index loops then Navaho thumbs.
Release indices.

With mouth take hold of radial thumb strings in centre of figure

and release thumbs.

Insert thumbs towards you into mouth loop and release string from mouth.
Ingert thumbs, from proximal side, iq§6 little finger loops and return
with radial little finger strings.

Caroline Extension; release thumbs.
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£3r Santa Cruz/

Opening A; picking up right palmar string fiEsti

Pass indices away from you, distal to little finger loops,
then towards you proximal to little finger loops and index
loops, insert into thumb loops from distal side, return to
nosition with ulmar thumb strings and release thumbs,
Rotate indices in ulnar direction, inserting into little
finger loops from distal side and completing the circle,
carrying radial little finger strings as well as ulnar index
strings.

With back of each thumb pick up two strings forming a 'V!
in centre of figure; release indices and pull taut.
Arrange thumb strings so that straight ulnar string is
proximal to diagonal strings; insert right index, from
distal side, into distal thumb loop, then between ulnpar
strings and pick up distal string on its backj insert left
index, from ulnar side, between ulnar thumb strings, then
insert into proximal loop from distal side and pick up
proximal ulnar #mde thumb string eon its back,

Insert indices, from distal side, into little finger loops,
then with indices still pointing down insert middle fingers
down inte index loops, catch ulpar thumb strings between
indices and middle fingers, turn fingers away and up carrying
one string on each finger; release thumbs.

Release left index finger and right middle finger, then
transfer left middle finger &e-#madexloop to index .

Pass thumbs proximal to other strings, imsert into little
finger loops from proximal side, return with radial 1little
finger strings and ulnar index strings and release indices,

Caroline Extension.

Frirstratian 19 4/









' S0+ REPI - Susvwre'v . g A 53
‘S‘.e.r \.LP b‘j chmﬁhg, 5&0 Pwa.lu 34 _ , . L iaﬂ.g

RUI"—\ (. mMAaNg KFH-H:' OKﬁ (I"'wgme.h c,u\’o\ru-ﬂ“'cﬁra

&) - —Tahatika

\ }nau_rn 963‘55

s “Runcks,’ . csfal wdle, Terigl e Loy ¢ Hn
l::.wwmdl {o ,wm M?—Q ca AA@UDM k. iR L,
W $nas 0 A 4 Faloase b, fwqals

& Cansy At W {;»m datal ude, vmu,{e ander Asoag,
&‘) Ta-W\ i "'uU'U s ) }Qﬂ:‘«tu

J"")\‘r iwraw AR
e andiol @m@& som m(% sk elostat DA 4

‘ JM E?fufm,- mf““’“’
Wit R e Vo JMCK\E-Y wlg. hM&M& AN
Lte \évw%ﬂql; &‘R'“""

L. Lor , ,e-‘h][_s: Laud “‘J‘M}FM
& \”%M 1 M&E i E:WM aﬁ:w.a E aeleass.
W}\M M - - au-J rﬁ""""""‘f’
e 1,@“@(:1; wswr i)ﬂll- W
; ~weas  brop el e

[

ik 4 —brmfi o

C? ()(_'j__.qvq_"'yﬁ,‘,;gr E CALAARLAA
F-bg foa

"T_-@A g = Q,SG-QE.S J s L:U-"D MLECAN %Wulck” ‘OO\MA.(}ML{ < w.[;«'..g el \-,\q,hi

; worizonlel beam belween IWo 'f?asrs on fronl™ of hovse s




g
Con‘?‘nua!":on . i .!.aw
10, Keleaze “l%mW-—@-‘.-, e mau.l";\ lewasolo eq el o—ﬂf’f&é—‘a |
s Uwex. Aevps " B Lo |
RSP ' |

\ | (w?éitﬁ,-a,g tm-,."' Aol B~

]2,, %"u’q‘r m"’”‘"‘eﬁ! :()*J'”“u EMM:‘L 3&11; o i&m&
W 't*"*f_% v Relliom apdAR Aadhat LT %w-ﬂc.ﬁ slmngs .

13, C oot E XﬂVA:lﬁﬁ‘ﬁ '

Foas 570 b
Tl a,eﬁgeesewufs fﬁetﬂmﬂ- whese e men wle-wM
| ?UE yflﬁm—. Knm:_ﬂ_otq;‘-f\ : 1963 -4
Thie diguae assulls an o enfreat Jusk sedirsion
(Fey .5a) Amy o enkiselsy ougfersed ) acn
Fotlrwst- : _ T,
' HRon & .*ﬁﬁfﬂwf

f

M:‘u’e both Rinished

S\KO#® Hn-e)ﬂ "
' / the pedmenf'_)

AR, O 3’9\.¢ Sama



50 bl

4.

10.

iy

1
A ¥ | P i ¥
Weokh - Susuhe v No. §00v | sesuldmey wm The S0

& o I’Luﬁ’ W K’I :R A RU_ (& K s H P ; ASIKOR

k.

Openina A.

Transfer index loops to middle fingers and thumb loops

to indices.

With mouth, from distal side, pick up ulpar little finger
string and pull touards youj; insert right thumb towards you
into mouth loop, pass it to left between yed®z body and left

mouth string, pick up this stripg with thumb and return to
right; pass left thumb between body and right mouth string,

return to left with string on thumb; release string from
mouth and extend.

Transfer little finger loops to ring fingers.

Insert 1little fingers , from distal side, through ring
finger loops pass them proximal to all strings and take back
radial thumb strings through ring finger loopsj release
thumbs.

Insert thumbs, from distal side, through indes loops, pass
proximal to all strings and return with ulnar little finger
strings.

Bring little fingers towards you distal to all strings,

hogk back radial thumb strings, then insert into index loops
from distal side and pick up radial index strings.

Navaho little fingers.

With thumb and index of opposite hand pick up ulnar thumb
string and radial 1little finger string and release hand

fram all strings; dinsert little fimnger and thumb away

from yew into near loop and thumb only into far loop.

Caroline Extension.
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RUA KENTI PI PAA (two women cook cabbaqe); @(GhrTSfﬁiﬁnwrt_TakataK

Synonym: Rua keni pi kakare poera ni ©i roke (L@u;uomen

10.

The
the
The
the

5%.
52 NAMU (pool of water) 1928
Set up by Pa'oulu di Uru, Malaita/

g

A P S,

HRERRR KA 196365,

cook leaves of the roke tree) FRof-a- pagan et 3 2k

Opening A,

Release thumbs.,

From distal side take ulpar little finger string in mouths
insert right thumb, from distal side, into mouth loop, pick
up left mouth string and return to right; pass left thumb
proximal te mouth loop, pick up right mouth string and
return te left; vrelease string from mouth,

Insert ring fingers, from distal side, into little finger
loops and transfer these loops to ring fingers.

Pass little fingers, fraom distal side, through ring finger
loops, then proximal to index and thumb loops, return with
radial thumb strings and release thumbs.

Pass thumbs, from distal side, #m% throuoh index loops,

then proximal to all other strings and return with ulnar
little finger strings.

Bring little fingers touwards you distal *to ring fingsr
strings and ulnar index strings, pick up radial index strings
in centre of figure after they have passed proximal to radial
thumb strings.

Navaho little fingers.

With thumb and index of opposite hand pick up ulpar thumb
string and radial little finger string and release hand from
all stripgs; imsert little finger and thumb awvay from you
into near loop and thumb only inte far loop,

Careline Extension.,

Fia, 52

e

FHivwstration

T '? ;! - -
central 1ozenae%?épresen£s the pool, the loops at either side

men bathing: Firth, _ .
central lezenge is the cooking pot, the loops at either side

two women: de Coppet,.
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55  HOUNA (This stons,or the house of Pari) 1963-65
#£2am South Malaita,

Dpening A.

Insert four fimgers of each hand, from distal side, into
thumb loops, transfer thumb loops to four fingers, then
insert thumbs, from proximal side into these loeps and

allow them to slip on to wrists.

Pass thumbs proximal to wrist leoops, insert into little
finger loops from proximal side and return with ulpar 1ittle
finger strings by twisting thumbs in ulpar direction.

Pass thumbs distal to index loops, insert into little finger
loops from proximal side and return with radial little
finger strings.

Caroline Extension.

~Turn palms towards you; with left thumb and index pick up

radial string of distal right index and ulnar string of

proximal loop and release all but wrist loop of right hapd;
insert left little finger and thumb avay from you into near
loop and thumb only into far loop, also away from ynu.ﬁ%ﬁh&zigk

Carolipne Extension. m‘!‘% 0‘+B.EQ L\MA

Flii S



3 4o
F L
56 HBUHARRII (a big rockﬁoutside Takataka Bay) 1863-65

ogm Takataka.

i Openinag A.
2t Insert four fingers of each hand, from distal side, into

thumb loops, trapmsfer thumb loops to four fingers, then

h—

insgrt thumbs, from proximal side, into these loops and
allow them to slip on to wrists.

3, Pass thumbs proximal to wrist loops, insert into little
finger loops from proximal side and return with ulnar little
finmger strings by rotating thumbs in ulnar direction.

4., Pass thumbs distal to index loopy, insert into little finger
loops from praoximal side and return with radial little
finger strings.

5. Caraline Extension.

6. Turp palm towards youj; with left thumb and index pick up
radial string of distal right index loop and ulnar string
of proximal leoop and release all but wrist loop of right
hand; you now hold 2 near and a far loop im left hand,
with rzight thumb and index make a small anti-clockuwise
loop with npear loop and hold also in left hand; pull fe®
string of far loop through small made loopy; left radial
wrist string crosses figure to become part of small made
loep, pull this string out to right just below made loop
until large enough to insert tight thumb and little finger
away frem you into it. then insert thumb only, also away
from you into small loop pulled through made loop; release

loops held by left khemd- thumb and indes. Repear with other
hand, making small loep cleckwise,

i Caroline Extension.,




57 GARI TINGGILO (girls splashing) 1928
(17

Set up by Philip, aged 45, of Maravojo wiil=ne, Guadalcanaly
Seen also,at Tambulivu, Guadalcanal/ ' ' ;

Synonym: Ngoari titinggile 4 . Francis Hania/dﬁ Paupaﬁ;.Guadalcanalf
) .

PAEWA TOROHONA (the shark Torohona) 1963-65 .
#;@m—Takataka;

-~

1. Murray Bpening. > :

2 Insert. thumbs and little fingers, from proximal side, into
distal imdex loops and release distal Zmdex loops..-

7.  Wish middle finger @& right hand pick up left palmar‘string
from prnx1mal side and returp; Jikawise pick up righrbalmar
atrfmiflit'hr g A A e .

4, Transfer little finger loops te ring fingers.

B Pass little fingers, from distal side, through'! ring finger
loops, bring them towards you proximal to all strings,
return with radial thumb strinpgs, through ring fimger loeps,
and release thumbs.

6. Pass thumbs, from distal side, through index loops, then
away from you proximal to all strings and return with ulpar
little finger strings.

7 Bring little fingers towards you distal to all strings,
hook back radial thumb strings and on backs of little "
fingers pick up radial. index strings (uwhere thy lie across
radial thumb strings near centre of figure). =

8. Navaho little K fingers. .

9. With right hand thumb and index take hold of left ylnar
thumb string and radial l&ttle finger string and release

. left ‘handy insert left thumb and little fipger awvay from
you into near loop and thumb only inte far loop. Repeat
with other hand.,

] La
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70 PURUPURU. MATANA  (comstellation of two stars) 1963-65
" Erem Takataka. ' i

Cpening A. i ;

Rotate right hand once in ulnar direction round all strimgs-
(strings should now epcircle right hand from radial .to
ulnar side, thence to left hand)j with right thumb and index
remove left index loop, rotate right hand, with this loap,
once more in ulnpar directicm, replace loop on left index

and return -rioht hand tp position. Repeat yith left hand,
Transfer thumb loops to four fingers of each hand, allowing
radial stripg to lie in fork of thumb. 5

With right thumb and index take hold of left reeisl 1littles
‘finger string§, index strings and string lying in fork of
thumb and release left hand; insert left thamb, touards you,
into nearloop, replace index loop, insert littls fingar,
away from you, into far loop and release stripngs held in
right hand, Repeat with other hanpd.

Pass thumbs distal to index loops, insert inte little finger
loops from proximal side and return with radial little
finger strings.

Caroline Extension.

. £§ia&#¥§%¥nn
P;ﬁi

AZes ‘Hie. Savne

The Takegto j[quﬁl Rupunga imoanes

Foovallpho eoch. Hand Tarstey
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73 HOLU (stone with hole in it, forming house in 1928

which a man lived long ago)

Set up by Francis Hania, Paupau, Guadalcanal

Opening A.

Rotating indices in ulnar direction insert them into little finger
loops, pick up radial little finger strings and complete the circle;
release little fingers.

Insert middle, ring and little finers, from distal side, into index
loops and hold ulnar index strings against palms; gently release
thumbs, then re-insert into loops in opposite direction.

Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into index loops and release
indices.

Gently release middle, ring and little fingers, then re-insert
little fingers into loops in opposite direction.

Caroline Extension,

Fig.73a

alternative form of this figure is made by a variation at 5 as follous;

Gently release middle, ring and little fingers, allowing ulpar little
finger strings to form two hanging loops; bring little fingers
towards you distal to hanging strings, insert into thumb .loops

from proximal side and return with ulpar thumb strings.

Caroline Extension.

Fig.73b
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1.
2.

3.

. -

three fingers;

%4,

79 ABWABD (razor shell) 1928

AAPOTAAPO (shell for shaving) . 1963-65
deam Takataka/

Opening A. :
Rotate ind§ices in ulpar direction,-insert into little
finger loops from distal side and complete the circle,
carrying with them radial.little finger strings and ulpar

index strings; release little fingers.

Insert little fingers, from distal side, into index loops:

and hold down ulnar index strings.

Gently release thumbs, then insert into hanging loop auway
from you, pass proximal to lower outer strings of diamonds
and pick up these strings on back of thumbs.

Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into distal index lnopsanwol
release little fingers.end-exeens :

Insert middle, riﬁg and little fingers, from proximal side
into thumb loops, release thumbs, then:release indices and
insert them,esme. from proximal side, into Ehumb loops;over

extend with four fingers of each hand,

Hiwstration

Fzg-?q
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POO 194 3-4%

This is an identical Figurq,though the technigque at 8,9 and 10 is
slightly different:

Insert right thumb and index through left index loop from distal
side, lift off left thumb loop, bring it up through left index
loop and replace it on left thumbj; repeat this with little
finger loop. Transfer left index loop to wrist and repeat
movements with other hand.

FOE Ig2.3

This is essentially the same figure as Bosu and Poo but the
technique is different again at movemsass 8, 9 and "10:

B.
9.
10.

Perform 8, 9 and 10 of Poo above.

Exchange index loops, right through lefts A
With right thumb and indes, from distal side, separate strings 3
of left index, grasp left radial little finger and ulnar thumbaﬁﬂnﬂ
and release left hand:; replace loops on left little finger

and thumb; repeat movements with other hand,

T VI
mm”}*ﬁT& /o /| f
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87 RU Buesell lséazd s .
Setﬁup by Holun, memef Laumbe, Zgpertarsh

1928
NARI KERA (an almond,canarium indicum)
ferom Takataka 1963=-65
| o7

Perform #&#he—Ffisst—=%*mevements of Bosu.
With opposite hand remove index loop and insert it, from
proximal side behind palmar string, then over all fingers
& -and thumb to form a wrist loop.
Perform 11, 12 and 13 of Bosu.

= on

Fig, %7
J

Fold figure in half by bringing top string towards you and
placing it over bottom string. Pick up with each hand )ise
double strings lying farthest from you (the original middleﬁ#vg;i
strings) and work figure to and fro. ;

NARI KERA

The construction of this figure is the same as Eﬁ'but at Mevameni
13 of Bosu the hands are extended only.
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Q. - Bagy ( comoe,
Wméu U)
Set up bvﬂold man at &g?h North Malait%/
Position 1.
Insert right thumb, firom distal side, behind left palmar
string and return,turning thumb towards you and up..

Insert left thumb, from proximal side, into left little

finger loop and return with radial 1ittle finger string.

vﬁﬁiibt”rﬁ§lces, from,gfo#1m31 sidg¢ into thumb 1oopa,

p&ck?ﬁp ulnar thumb strings on, tipalof 1ndices and p;;au
thuﬁﬂ\fkggdnstfit tp kedg_;hfin place* turn hands palm
dbtadar.  Coarclines-EulDmsim .
Keeping thumbs pressed against indices gently release
little fingers and insert them, from proximal side,
into index loops and release indices.
Caroline Extension. SR =y

Navaho *humbs#p

Release little fingers#mnd pull flgure taut; insert
little fingers, from proximal side, into triangles
depending from ulnar index strings and pull down the

string which runs straight across the figure.
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9. Insert thumbs, from distal side, into 1né§ loops and
transfer index loops to thumbs; linszrt little fingers,
from proximal side, into thumb loops and return with
ulnar thumb strings.

10. Caroline Extension.

Fag. 84
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10 1.

9/ ROTO MANA DAIGI (might and dey) 152
18et@p fyyLizzic hresen, P bulu, South Meleite).” i
(@) NI&HT
1. Cross honde, left over right, palms down, insert thumbs intc loop and draw
hends & few inches apart then ingert little fingers, awsy from you, into
lexge loop below crossed strings. - Extend hands. 3
2. FPass indices distal to little finger loops, hook up ulnar little finger‘
Sbrifgs, then insert, still pointing down, into timmb loops from distsl side,
pick up uvlnar thumb strings and return to position,
5 Release thumbs.
4. [Rotate left index once in ulnar dlreotloq_]
. 5. ©Pass thumbs proximal to index loops, insert into little finger loops
from proximel side and return with radial little finger strings.
6. Insert thumbs, from distal side, into index loops and turn index looPs
on to thumbg.
: —~his regy{fFs _In
T« ~Caroline Extension. (éheae—shs&kgméeuzbe-twe diamonds)
8. Releases index fingers.
'-1’1{‘5 )‘Cablr:‘i
9. Repeab 2, 3, 5, 6 and 7. (Tm:Bi:pn&:&-—«mw—be four dlamomds)
19, Release index fingers.
11. Repeat 2,3,5,6 and 7, L R G e NI e
H-{\-‘ + . 2 % |
Fla. 94 o Bwetretion (#ix diamonds)
() DRY

v [1245 Keeping hands in Carcline Extension position turn them down, then
towards you and up close to body, bring tips of indices close together
and back to back; take the crossed loops on tips of indices between

4  teeth, release indices and return hands to normal position; ingert



l62.

2.

tlumbs, from proximal side, into mouth loops; one on each thmnb, keeping
thiewdistal, and release strings feom mouth.

13. Insert indices, from distel side, into distad thumb loops and turn diétal
loops on to indices. _

14+ ~ Pass tlumbs proximel to index loops, return with ulner index strings
and turn index loops on to tlumbs. | el

15. Caroiine Extension. i&his ;;ﬁgae;§$?;ur diamonds.

164" [ﬁelea.se thumbs, then.transfer index loops to tiumbs.

e Insert timmbs, from proximal side, into little finger Joops and return
with radial strings.

18.  Caroline Extensioé}

19.  Repeat ﬁjl ng’gaa-i?‘ /B

2Q. Caroline Extension.

Illustration (Two dismonds)

The many diamonds represent night{ the opening out of the figure afain
the day.















14,
155

16,
T
18.
19.
20,

21 L]

22,

23,

24,

25,

26,

27,

26.

29

Release radial index’strings from thumbs.

Insert thumbs, from distal side, into index loops and transfer
index loops to thumbs,

Caroline Extension, Move left index up and doun to exhibit
the stome with which the frog was killed., a9 955,

Repeat 14 and 15,

Caroline Extension.

Repeat 14, 15 and 18 twice.

Release radial index strings from thumbs, then release indices
and extend hands a little.

Complete Opening A with strings now in Position 1; do not
pull hanging knet too tight.

Insert indices, from distal side, into little finger loops,
then rotate indices towards you and up between indices and thumbs;
release little fingers.

With middle, ring and little fingers hook douwn ulpar index

e

strings; release thumbs, then throw hanging loops awvay from you e

over top of figure,
Pull put radial index string from centre of knot and put over

a big toe; release middle, ring and little fingers and draw
indices (still pointing down) towards yo?; drop small loops
encircling indices, then draw indices nearer to you again; each
index now holds one leng loop, with no twists in it, running
through two small loopg, to toe loop; insert little fingers
into index loops from below (1.e, from distal side), and
release indices,

Insert thumbs downwards into the two small loops, pick up the
upper strings, release toe and extend hands.

Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into little finger loops and
return with radial little finger strings.

Caroline Extension.

Release radial index strings from thumbs; insert thumbs, from
distal side, into index loops and transfer index loops to thumbs,

Caroline Extension. Here are the two men who ate the frog,

Fig.95g

.
























FREE TRANSLATION

The house of Sisihu; the canoe of Sisihuj; the garden of
Sisihu; the breast ormament of Sisihu; the creeper of Sisihu;
the stone of Sisihuj; the house of Sisihu%- there he.is; Sisihu.

"Oh Sisihul®
"hat 7" WA
"Uhen-yaﬁgggf%hrough Marata you cut down the coconut palms at
Maratas; when youp%gsg rough Marata ygﬁy%ut the piper leaves at
Marata; when youpggsthrough Marata you kill a pig at Marata;
when you ggs%hraugh Marata you Garess a uwoman at Marata; when
you pass through Marata you defgbate into the spring at Marataj
But when the sup rises the children of Ponuponumera will pierce
your backside, when the sun rises: Sisihu."

"Oh{ They tell lies about me. UWhy do they speak like that
against me? As they arranged the set of Nupuru drums over there
I was with them; as they danced a Mao I was with them; as they
built a big stage for the food I was with themj; as they gathered
the men I was with them; as they built many floor houses I was
with them; and they even told me to live with them. When a
gteen coconél fell down near the edge of the road I saw it and
so did my dog; when I approache% so did my dog; when I picked
it up, so did my dog; when I husked it}so did my cogs; when I
broke it)sa did my dog; when I drank iE}so did my dogs when I
grated it)so did my dog; when I ate iE}so did my dog; meanuhile
they slander me!"

"It doesn't matter, they will pierce your backside when the
sun rises; Sisihul

"If the children of Ponuponumera do so I will fight against
them! Kihi! Kihil My dog and I, we shall eat a sacred pigs
my dog and T, we shall cross the open sea into nothingness!

N.B. The bird Sisihu, uwhe.lives near the sea, is compared with
a poor man who has no other choice than facing his murderers or
committina suicide.
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Set ‘up by Nggole, a boy of 15, Manaere, Malaita
Synenym; i?a.o'n:)ru, Imase Hruso Hﬁéafajm "Bugoﬁj,“{so bel.
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This figure is known by many other names and made by a variety of
methods tiktroughout the Pacific. The Mouth Loop Opening is a
little different to the one used in the Gilbert,lslands.

Lo
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From Rose, of Guadalcanal, and Mary, of %R Ysabel. 45

A series for two players, A and B,

Te

24
3,

5e

A v
101  NO NAME

Set up in Canberra, 496%.-

RIS e s it

WL

A insetts both hands into loop} makes a small hanging loop
with about 4 ineches of radial wrist string and holds it
between left thumb apnd index, then picks up ulpar wrist
string with right hand and lays it across base of small
loogp; inserts right little -finger up into small loop,
then releases left thumb and index and inserts left little
finger also into small loop and extends hands.

Transfers urist} loops to thumbs.

Inserts thumbs, from proximal side, into little finger
loops and returns with radial little finger strings.

Caroline Extension, Holds figqure. horizontal.

Illusspation
Fig_1otim
B inserts four fingers, from below, into triangles at base
of A's thumbs and inserts thumbs into triamgles pear tips
of A's indices., A releases hands.
Caroline Extension with two strings lying in fork of thumbs,

Holds figure upright.

Jliestration

=L8 . 10l b
A inserts thumbs into figure on either side of inverted tU.)”
to pick up top stringsof figure, and inserts little fingers

on either side of the outer arms of the 'W'! so that three

strings lie between little and ring fingers. B releases
hands,
Caroline Extension. Holds figure horizontal.

Il lustratieon

't_.-g “'I} r' ( I =
A



JR |

g. B inserts four fingers, from below, into triangle at base
of A's thumbs and inserts thumbs inteo triangles near tips
of A's indices.,. A releases hands.

10. Caroline Extension with tuo strings lying in fork of thumbs.
Holds figure upright,.

THrustration
Fag A0l dk-

1) A inserts -all but little fingers into cemtral .triangle and
picks up towards Fimself with thumbs base string of figures
with little fingers he picks up, also towards himself,

fhe arms of the inverted 'VU'. . B releases hands.

125 Insert thumbs, from proximal side, into little finger loops
and return with radial little finger strinags.

B Carolime Extsnsion. Holds figure upright.

FHostration
F_f..a. ol e

T4 B inserts little fingers into triangles on either side of
central 'U!' and picks up arms of 'U'; me passes Wee thumbs
over top string of figure then picks it up towards himself,
A releases hands.

15. Repeat 12.

16. Caroline Extension. Holds figure horizental.

I1lusseetion
[:‘,Lkﬁ \6d F

17 A inserts little fingers into diamonds, picks up far outer
strings and pulls them touwards himselF, then passing thumbs
distal to radial little finger strings picks up #we near
outer arms of diamonds. B releases hands. :

18. Repeat 1Z.

19. Caroline Extension. Holds figure upright.

Jlluwedradiden

Fiaxm4")



20, B passes little fingers distal to top string of figure,
then hooks up towards himself top string close to A's indices,
then brings little fingers towards one another, inserts thumbs

into figure and picks up bottom string on either side of

central double 'W', A teleases hands.
21. Repeat 12.
22, Earocline Extension, Holds figure horizoeontal,
F1lustratian
Fag. (0] «
23, A inserts little fingers amnd thumbs down into triangles

near B's indices, picks up top of figure with thumbs and
near outer striﬁ% of outer diamonds with little fingers.
B releases hand;:

24, Repeat 12.

28 Caroline Extension. Holds figure upright,

Hlustration
Cig . lol £
26, B takes hold of central cross and pulls it doun to make a
better figure;' imserting his:little fingers close to A's
indices me picks up, towards himself, top string of figure,

then inserts thumbs into small triangles at basgof figure

and picks up bottom string. A releases hands.
s Repeat 12.
28, Caroline Extension. Holds figure wupright.
Hlusseetion
Fag f0f L
29, A inserts little fingers,towards himself, into spaces

betueen bottom string and hanging loops, hooks up hanging
strings, raises We handS\Until little fingers are above

top string of figure, then hooks up this string allowing
double strings to fall off; he now inserts thumbs into figure
and picks up, towards himself, bottom string of figure,

B releases hands.

30, Repeat 12, diovarind

Ty Paroline Extensian. This resyults in the oriaoinal Fnur‘ﬂ-i_n_
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102 NENU (coconuts) 1928

Set up by Rago, mam ©f Otambui, Reef Islandg//

Navaho Opening, bringing right hand string over left
hand string.

Insert middle, ring and little fingers, from Proximal
side, into index loops and hold radial index strings
against palms; pass thumbs proximal to ulnar index gﬁ{n?s
and transfer index loops to thumbs, do not release
strings held by middle, ring and little fingers.
Caroline Extension.

Holding figure loosely, release middle, ring and
little fingers, then bring little fingers towards y ou
distal to hangéng ulpar thumb strings and proximal to
double radial thumb strings, hook back these strings,
release thumbs and extend hands.

Rass thumbs proximal to ulnar index strings and insert
int® little finger loops from proximal side; return
with radial little fipnger strings and release little
fingers.

Repeat 2 and 3.

Turn right hand down and in towards body; bring left
hand up then over away from body.

Fig. 102
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Put string around big tee and first toe of left foot and
on left hand in Position 1.

" With right hend pull the string up bgtween the two toes

and put over left index. There should be no crossed
strings and left palm faces left foot.

Pass right index proximal to left radial thumb string,
insert into left' index loop, firom distal side, and return
with radial 1ndex string{keeping index pointing down
throughout this and following movements. Insert right
middle finger alongside right index, release index then
insert it into same loop from opposite direction (or away
from you) and release middle finger; pass index distal to
left radial thumb string and ulnar index string and hOOk
up ulnar index string; again insert middle finger along-
side right index, release indeX then insert 1t into same
loop from opposite direction and pplease middle finger:
pass index distal to ulner index string and ulnar little
finger string, hook up ulnar little finger string and put
it over left little finger,so that ulnar string encircles

little fénger, and release right !index.

2



S
6.

}GE%IQSL//WUI .

Insert right index, from distal side, into big toe loop,
hook up near string, slide finger up to left hand and put
string over left thumb.

Repeat 3 and 4 as many times as length of string allows.
Insert right thumb and little fingerpm from proximal side,
into big toe and first tofloops and 1lift off left foot.
In your left hand you hold the_tﬁﬁ&ﬂuﬂ_birdﬁi-nest; when
you are looking for eggs or baby birds - release left
1ittle finger and thumb, except for original loops, and

pull taut - the birds have gone, big enough to fly.

Fig. 109
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1TR  ISSISU HANA TA'A KA'E (string figure for one hand)
196365

Put a very short string over indices and thumbs only.

Pass middle, ting and little finger of each hand towards
you over all strings and hold them doun.

Pass right index to left, distal to left thumb-index string,
then hook up this string and return to right.

Rotate right index once in ulnar direction and release
middle, ring and little fingers3& both hands.

Release right thumb, then rotate right ipdex once again

in ulpar direction.

Insert right thHumb, from distal side, into left thumb leop,
pass it proximal to left ipdex loop and return with ulnar
index string through left thumb loop.

Insert right little finger,  from distal side, inta deft
index loop, release left index and thumb and extend on

right hand only.

Zitustratitn



113 MNARIHE (centipede).cr 1963265

Synonym: Kaekas Ivera (lying very much),”

T,

(h]
s

3.
4,

Hold left hand in a horizontal position, thumb pointing
upwards, Place loop over hand, including tip of thumb,

so that there is a palmar and dorsal string.

Insert right index, from proximal side, under palmar string;
pass it betueen left thumb and index, distal to dorsal string,
then bending index over this string hook it under first joint
and pull gently towards you until there is a loop about two
inches long passing under radial thumb string,. Turn index
in a clockuwise direction, put tips of indices together and
allow loop to slip om to left ipndex; pull dorsal string
tighita

Repeat 2 between each pair of fingers,

Release left thumbj gently pull palmar string and all loaops

come undone.
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Opening ‘A,

Release right dindex.

Right indéx picks up dorsal string of left index from distal §ide

and returns to position, releasing left index.

Bring

Teme=t left hand towards you proximal to all strings of right hand,
and close to palm of right hand, allow right hand strings to lie along
left index, hold in position with left thumb and release right hand.

There are now three loops lying on left index, & large middle loop and

near and far smaller loops; with right tlumb and index grasp end of

middle loop and turn it back under itself, thus forming two small

loops, and hold with leff thumb.

There afe now two small central loops and a near and far larger loop;
draw far large loop up through far small loop and likeyise e=ge draw
near large loop up through near small loop.

Hold the two large loops in right hand, release strings from left

hand thumb and 1nde§&§ﬁ& replace them with strings held in right hand
being careful to keep near and far strings in correct positiony iqusﬁlmJi_
Lo adwd 2 ameles o s Fxtriaaul ] .

Meke a small loop on far string of neab loop by turning right hand end
under left hand end; pull far loop up through this small loop, then
make a small loop on near string of this loop by turning right hand
end under left hand end and pull near large loop up through it.

Insert right little finger ana thumb away—Eresmyeun into near loop and

: Kre lus :
timmb only b 3 into far loop; release strings held between

left thumb and indexs ek LU0k 'Co-uja-é Arurosols  eonlie d'# flwru-l-,
With right thumb and index grasp Iﬁ radial little finger string and

ulnar thumb string of left hand and release left hand; insert left

D



1i43te+fivgeraud+immbiintenear-119ep
1ittle finger and thumb away from you into nesr loop &nd thumb only
into far loop,; also away from you.

l-.g .bareoline Exten's;ion.
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BAROES AR E
STRING-FIGURES

(Malaita - Solomon Islands)

- Recorded in the years 1963-19¢
at Takataka Bay (Malaita)
by Christa de Coppet
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From Christe de Coppet on Malailta.
37 ROTO NI RAU % name of a fish.

1. Opening A.

Z2e Transfer Iindex loops to wrists.

De Insert indices, from distal side, into thumb loops, plck
up on their tips ulnar thumb strings, then insert them,
also from distal side, into little finger loops and return
with radial little finger strings.

2, Turn palms towards you: radial index strings twist round
ulnar thumb strings in centre of palms, with left thumb
and index hold these two strings where they cross on right
palm and release right hand from all strings except wrist
loops: there are now a near and a far loop held between
left thumb and index, insert little finger of right hand
from left to right into near loop, pass thumb distal to

sodial 1ittle finger.iggég then pass it beyond far loop, turn
thumb round and 1naertt?rom left to ﬁiﬁ?t into far loop;
release left thumb and index. Repest/with other hand.

De Repeat 3 and 4 twice more.

6o Repeat 3.

7. With left thumb and index pick up right radial wrlst string
and drop over thumb, then plck up the crossed strings as
before and also the wrist string lying between thumb and

and release right hand;
1ndextf\ there are now three loops held between left thumb
@nd index, the former wrist loop being between the other {0
loops, insert right thumb and little finger, from left to

rignt into nearest loop, then pass thumb distal to
and insert into far loop from right

to left. FRelease left thumb ard index. p.'r.o‘

mu&ﬂm—awf
radtat


































































listle+Fingor+and+Fmnbrinto-+near+1oop
little finger and thumb away from you into neer loop and thumb only

into far loop, also away from you.

| O .Carcline Extension.

-mmi,b f o P cl.ﬁ_/L.: - 3/,/\-1112./’1/{
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8.
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10,

- the s rk Torohona

Murray Opening.

Insert thumbs and little fingers into distal index loop from
proximal side and release this loop from indices.

With middle finger of right hand pick up left palmar string
from proximal side and return; repeat with left hand.

Transfer 1little finger loops to ring fingers.

Ingert little fingers, from distal side, into ring finger loops,
bring them towards you proximal to 2ll strings, return with radial
thumb strings and release thumbs.

Insert thumbs, from distal side, into index loops, pass m‘,\;
away from you proximal to all strings and return with ulnar little
finger strings.

Bring little fingers towards you distal to all stringss hook
back radial thumb strings and on backs of little fingers pick
up radial index strings (little fingers enter index loops

near centre of figure).

Nevaho little fingers.

With right thumb and index pick up radial little finger and
ulnar thumb strings of left hand and release left hand from all
loops; The right hand now holds a near and a far &% loop,
insert left little finger and thumb away from you into near
loop and thumb only into far loop, also awey from you and
release these loops from right hand, Repeat with other hand.

Caroline Extension.















8.

10.

PN

et

WARU HOU ROKO -

Opening A.

Pass thumbs distal to index loops, insert into little finger
loops from proximal side and return with radial little finger
strings.

Insert indices from proximasl side into thumb loops, pick up
ulnar thumb strings and release thumbs.

Pass thumbs,from distal side, through proximal index loops,
pass proximal to little finger loops and return with ulnar
little finger strings. Release 1ittle fingers.

With little fingers hook down distal ulnar index strings,
bring 1little fingers towards you proximal to all strings
and return with radial thumb strings. Release thumbs.

With thumbs hook down proximal radial index strings and
bring back both ulnar index strings. Release Iindices from
distal loops.

Caroline Extension.

L._a —

L A
| \14fi<4/——-

Lay figure flet and release hands. Insert thumbs down into
former little finger loops and pick up , towards you, the
former ulnar little finger strings; insert little fingers
into same loop and pick up, away from you, the oblique
strings which cross sbove it, former distal radisl index
strings. Extend hands a little only.

insert thumbs from proximal side into little finger loops
snd return with radial 1little finger strings.

Caroline Extension.

RATO -~ the sun

























































- If the children of Ponuponumera do so, I will fight against
them ! Kihi ! Kihi ! My dog and I, we shall eat a sacred pig ;
my dog and I, we shall cross the open sea into nothingness !

N.B. The bird Sisihu, who lives near the sea , is compared with
a poor man who has no other choice than facing his murderers
or gedmg—em suicide.
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AAPQ'AAPQ - (Bhell rqflshaving.
; ‘ )

\
{
§

Make the five noqfemenys q& Wleni ggpuae“r
Insert thumbs inte distal xigy index leep frem preximal side, release
middle, ring and little fipger ef eaeh hand.

Insert middle fingers from%preximal side inte thum® leeps, release
indices and thumbs, insert/'new fsur fingers ef each hand inte thumb

leops frem preximak side énd pull with meuth the herizental string
in middle of Iigure, a liﬁtlg tewards yeu,










PORCTCUTOUTA'A - a cannibal

kake the first six mevements of "Suhuri mae'.

Release middle Tingers; insert thumbs Irem proximal side inte
distal index leeps, navahe thumss,

Release indices and insert them from distal side inte thumb leeps
and extend,




8.
9.

SIRA - Vagina (Hareawa)
Opening A.

Insert indices Irom distal side inte iittie finger leep, pick up
ulnar little finger string; then insert them Ifrem distal side inte
thumd leeps and pick up radial thumb string, release thumbs,

Retate indices ever radial 1little fingerz string dewn and up

tewaras yeu,

Insert thuubs frem destal side inte index leeps and release indices.,
Indices heek up ( frem far) uinar little finger string; then inser
themfrem distal side inte thum¥ leep , twist them away Tfrem you,
release thumbs,

Insert thumds from preximal side inte little finger leeps and

return with radiul little finger string, then insert them from
distal side inte index leeps, release inaiccs and make Careline
extensien,

One radial thumb string is hanging dewn, 1lift it ever thumbs,

insert thumws frem distal side inte index ieeps, release indices,

Carsline extensien.

HAHONEMU TAA MATI OKO TOTO'ORU KONI. ‘
broflan e B iﬂm'nj yon s;'lL din CWNC{% .
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3.

4.

RAWAKO - flying fex. § Masupa)

Put a deudle string en little Iingers,

Piek up with thumbs from preximal side ulnar and radial little
fingerg strings.

Insert right index from preximal side wehind left palmarstring,
pull it abeut twe inches te right, then pass left thumb ever this
leep and pick up frem proximal side ulnar and radial right little-
finger stringéin palm),pull it a little tewards teu, navahe left
thume, release right thumd and pull taut.

Release ieft thumb and right index, clap your hands and extend

quickly the twe little fingers,
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HAUHAARIAI AASI - a Big reck eutside of the Takataka Wway.
§ Mamui)

Make the first feur mevements eof % Parl hae ma'i’,
Turn palms tewards you: with left thume and index pick up radial

string oI di t¢¢ rlght 1ndex leop and ulnar string oiﬁ?raxlmalﬁlnueh

leep; release rlbht,haﬁdf" - ,
You held new a near and a far steiag in left hand:right thum® and

ouli-tireiaaat Lo 4
index make a small loogAw1th near strine] heold #ris—ene with left

hand EhCfﬁwuTi_ABﬂMﬂ&iﬂ_lk’ibﬁ%ﬁhdﬁﬂpbﬂwfi

ra¢6‘~ i ;.8&11 far strlégkfﬁ}gsg%
alax Loep,rihen F&EQ tight little finger and thumb pick up frem
preximal side, frem left te right, the trlngKXE lying in the middle
vefore, insert thume, freum yoeu away inte the leep pulled threugh

the near ene; Repeat this movement with the ether hand.

Care.ine extensisn .
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HOUNA - his stene (heuse)(ef Pari)
fe =N
HAUHARI'I APA - owe 3i€ rock outside Ml Takataka way.

I. kake the first four mevements ef "Pari hae ma'i'. F“@R e
2. Turn pakms tewards you:pAskhug with right thumb and 1ndex&?ad1¢l
'CL;/'

strlng exhulstal index leep ¢$§M3¢nar string @fnprcx1m¢1 index leep,”

ﬁhw&JA lﬂbbrt left xmfk 1little flnge%Kfren right te 1eft inte near leep giﬁﬂ
{ﬂdﬁ4ﬁﬁumh/ then insert thumd frem you away inte far leep; repeat with
the ether hand.

3. Careline extensien. (Wrist leops weé¢ing still en wrists,
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RCTONI BOU - fruit eof a tree.

Pesitien I.

With right index piek up Irem yIOklMal sede left palmarstring,
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twist 4t ence c¢ockw1s&ﬁ with *eIt index plCn upright paimar string
- : dxmg

between index leop and thumbe- e
With thua®s heek dewn radial.index string, indices pick up radial

% .
thumd string frem proximal;side, ering it Wack threugh index leep,

den't release tn@ub and ex,ind well.

&r:rps t
qffﬁ‘ﬁﬂgdﬂqﬁ?l&kpﬂ?—nﬂw ulnar iittle fing erstring
threugh thum® ile9p3d. “
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Release thumbs gentlyf insert them Iroa preximal side inte index x
£ S L aﬁ“
Leaps*—rexeise 1ndlcesg &% Raw pick up frem yeu awdy bheAatrlné

running straight acress in middle eof figure, extend.
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KENI PUPUAE - woman showing her back. (Masupa)

OpeningAwith doubie gtring.

Insert indices from distal side into little finger loops, twist

them down under index loops, up towards you and back to position

with the index strings on their tops.

Release little fingers.

Hook down ulnar index strings with little fingers.
( Gppon’ _ DAy

Release thumes now, introduce them from proxghai side inte loop

hanging—dewa andg pick up from behind the two strings running from

indéces to ulnar little finger strings.

Move the loop in middle of figure with middle, ring and little

finger of each hand,

KENI FUPAE HAKA N1 HAHONEMU HAU ASI KIRA IRIA

MANI HANARA OKO ANIANTIA OKO WATEA ANA KIRA.

MANT AE ATA TEIRA WMANI AE ATA KIRA,
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Collected by Madame de Coonet at Pedestsxa, Malailta, Solomon TIs.
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Lau 6

§meurw' okeal (bundle of firewood)
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Opening A.

Transfer index loops to wrists.

Insert indices, from distal side, into thumb loops, pick

up on their tips ulnar thumb strings, then insert them, &s¥
also from distal side, into 1little finger loops and return
with radial 1little finger strings.

Turn palms towards you; radial index strings twist round
ulnar thumb strings in centre of palms, with left index and
thumb hold these two strings where they cross on right palm
and release right hand from all loops Bxcept wrist loops:
there are now a neer and a far loop held between left thumb
and index, insert little finger of right hand from left to
right into near loop, pass right thumb distal to little
finger loop, them pass it beyond far loop, turn thumb round
and insert from left to right into the far loop; release
left thumb and index. Repeat with other hand.

Repeat 3 and 4 twice more.

Repeat 3.

With left thumb and index pick up right radial wrist string
and 1ift over thumb, then pick up also crossed strings in
centre of palm as before and release right hand. There are
now three loops held in left hand, the former wrist loop

being between the other two loops. Insert right thumb and
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little finger, from left to right into nearest loop, then
pass thumb distal to middle loop and insert into far loop
from right to left. Release strings from left thumb and
index. Repeat with other hand.

Caroline Extension.






