Department of Pacific History,
11th March, 1959.

Captain Brett Hilder,
Edinburgh Road,

GAS;&E%GH’ Sydney, NS W,

Deaxr Brett 9

1 keep waking up in the night in a bath of perspiration at the
thought that I have not replied to more than one letter from you.

My trouble is that a University Committee is due to-git on me
(almost literally) in a few months time and if the amount of scademic
paper produced does not meet with their epprovael I go out on ny pink
ear, 1If, on the other hand, it passes muster, I get a permanent
appointment and everything in the garden should be lovely.

- So I have had to drop all the pleasures of life as from the 1st
Januaxy and just sit on my backside from morning to night writing.
Lifey to be perfectly truthful, is pretty grim at the momenty but I
. feel it is worthwhile msking a supreme effort to try snd land a job

in which I have security to carry on writing history for some years
to come, : )

Many thenks for the photographs of the Arorse stones, That
adticle has the first priority as soon as this business of my future
'is settled and I can again tackle more or less what I want to. . In
the meantime I have collected a whole heap of material on it ready,

and will show it to you when I can get away from here.

S0 please don't cut me off your visiting liet until I'm
confirmed here, after which I shall most certainly get in touch with
you again, If I don't land it I am thinking of investing in a taxi
plate; so I may have the pleasure of driving you around somewhere
sometime in any case,

And enclosed is & little piece which may while away the odd
half hour at sea.

Yours sincerely,

-

v ‘/ /
H.E, lMaude,




M, V,"Tulagi®

bound Norfolk Is,

9 Lecember 1958.

Dear Harry,

While in Somata recently,in the Solomons, I asked
some Tikopeans about the "landmarks"™ that were used to direct
canoe voyagers from Tikopea to anuda or Cherry Island. They told
me that the course was set by getting a mountain valley in line
from the sea,and I had suspected something of that kind.

The Tikopian settilement at Somata is slowly growing,
though it is rather a feeble affair compared with the Gilbertese
settlement at Titiana near Gizo. 1 have just come across a good
article on the Tikopians at Somata by the anthropologist James
Spillius of Canada. 1The article is called "Polynesian Experiment;
Tikopia Islanders as Plantation Labour" in "Progress",autumn 1957.
This is the Unilever journal,and I can get you a copy if you would
like it,and cannot refer to it elsewhere,

Before I left Sydney Nancy Phelan rang me up and
chewed my ear about my maiden book-review, iaybe it was rather
too critical,considering how well the book was written, but 1
felt that it was too late to try to amend it. 1 hope the S.w.H.
will see fit to print it in due course,and that the sales of the
book are not affected adversely.

On the other side of the ledger,l trust that you
were pleased with my Christmas Card: let me know if you would
care for any spare copies,which could be printed larger if necessary.

With kindest regards to lrs.blaude,

FeSe IEnclosed are some home-made photographs of the Stones ab
arorae; if you wanted one for publication it could be specially
enlarged for reproduction. When last at arorae I measured the
distance from the stones to the sea; they are 220 yards from

the NW tip of the island,110 yards from the NE shore ,and 95

yards from the western shore. This is rather what one might

expect from the shape of the island,as it appears to be growing

in a NW direction,The island is now 5 & nautical miles long,or
35,090 feet. if it has grown at a rate of 1 foot a year,the Stones
would have been on the foreshore about 1300 4A.L.,very very roughly.



m.v."Tulagi" at Soraken,
Bougainville, NG,
20 November 1958

Dear Harry,
My wife forwarded a letter from you on to me
in the Ggilberts,and I have now despaired of ever getting it.
Hope it did not contain anything urgent,as it now appears
to be a dead less.

. 4

After the Gilberts trip I was asked to write a
review of "Atoll Holiday" for the Sydney Morning Herald, a
new form of literary work for me,but I enjoyed it, and
would be glad to do some more. Your foreword was very good,
both amusing and interesting,and gave a solid basis for the
story. I haven't met Nancy Phelan yet,but I know her husband
of PM Photos. 1Is it true that the new Editor of the "SWH"
is your brother % ;

A letter has just reached me from Captain Clay,
a Torres Strait Pilot,who is interested in the Arorae stones,
He writes..." I wonder whether you have conducted any invest+
-igations into the well-known stones on Kiriwina in the
Trobriands. Many years ago I had some correspondence with th
then A.R.M,of the District on this subject,on which my memory
is now very hazy. As I remember their use was more in the sl
nature of an agricultural calendar to indicate the most
favourable period of the year to plant certain food crops.
Apparently they were of considerable antiquity,as it was saic
that the amplitudes of the stars to which they had been
originally aligned had changed considerably in the period.
If this should be correct it would indicate a much earlier
settlement of these islands than is generally conceded. 1t
would be interesting to hear your views on the subject.”

I haven't heard of these stones before,and
haven't any literature on the Trobriands. I Haven't even
read Malinowsky,but I believe that a man named Bellamy,a
medical assistant,lived in the Trobriands both before and
after alinowski,writing lengthy reports during his years
of service,which were interrupted by his going to the
1914~1918 war,

Any great change in the apparent declinations
of the stars would require a long period,some thousands
of years,as has been the case with the Egyptian pyramids,
and it is nemessary to know what stars were originally
used before any calculations can be made.I will enquire
from the administration in Port Moresby,to see if they
have any knowledge of the stones. In the meantime I
should like to hear your news of Hawaiil and your other
Polynesian Researches.

: On my recent visit to Arorae we measured the
distance from the stones to the sea., They are about 100
yards from each side of the island,and over 200 from the
western end. Ve also got some good photographs of the
stones,much better than my previous efforts. You will be
glad to hear that the Gilbertese at Gizo are settling
down to a new way of 1life reasonably happily.

Seamplarend .




2129 Kamehameha Avenue,
Honolulu 14, Hawalil,
26th August, 1958.

Capt. Brett Hilder,
Edinburgh Road,

CASTLECRAG, Sydney,
ﬁ.ﬁ.w., Australia.

Dear Brett,
SOrry not to have replied before to your letter re

the 'Atibu ni Borau'; but yoﬁ know what it 1s once eneiéttrtn

o

on one's travels: all correspondence gets shelved.
To quote from Bingham's Gilbertese Dictionaryt-
. Atibu, n, the general word for stone.

salling; navigation.

» prep. of.
So atibu nl borau means exactly what they are: "Navigation
Stones". : |

I will look up the other references you mention when
I get back to Australis and get a paper prepared for the JPS
incorporating all we have found. ' ‘

Honolulu is unbelievably réwarding on historical
material connected with Hawailan contacts with the South
Seas.  We have f;nished}(more or less) the archives of
Hawail, the Binh§§ Museum, the Hawallian Historical Society,
the Mission Children's Society, but still have to deal with
the Consular archives. I have concentrated on a few main
themes, such as Guanof mission work and labour recrulting
in the Gilberts; the 1820 Boki sandalwood expedition to the
New Hebrides; the 1855 Hawalian Protectorate over Sikianaj

/



the Maninl beche-de-mer expedition to Wallis Island; and
completing my bibliography on the Central Pacific.

I have been rather fortunate in finding material

that fills one or two gaps in the early history of Fanning
Island, notably as regards the American settlement in 1820,

and now we have enough material for quite a respectable paper

on this very interesting atoll. Have you gleaned anything on
your varlous trips there?

I suppose that Hawaili 1s today the most expensive place
to live in that the world boasts, but we are managing on not
much more than it would take in Australia; by dint of living
largely on fruit and vegetables which we buy in the Supermarket
~ 8nd travelling only by bus. = Lunches we eat at a corner drugstore
for under half the price at a restaurant but when we feel wealthy
. We go to the W.W.C.A. and spend a dollar each at the cafetaria.

ad e The historical material we are recording on microfilm,
'photoatqt and by dictating on to tape (which 1s a g£ood way when.
one is in a hurry, though i1t means more work later on typing it




out)e We have not long left now and there is st1l1l much
to clear up.

Hoping that you had a successful recruit and calm

seas throughout (the passengers at least don't like it
rough),

Yours ever,

]
:i l:
.

Fot



I\V}I‘V. Tlllagi ;
Norfolk Island.

13 May 1958.

IR

Dear Harry,

In regard to our Navigational Stones at Arorae,
I should like to ask you,firstly, the meaning of the term
"Atibu ni Borau", just for the record.

In the second place,I've been carefully going
through Sharp's "Ancient Voyagers in the Pacific", and have
two further references to the use of nsvigation marks,both
similar to Williams reference of 1838. They are;-

pP.44 & p.65,Captain Beechey R.N. in 1824 writes that the
natives of Anaa set course "by landmarks" for the 170-mile
leg to Maita on the route to Tahiti.

p.196,Raymond Firth ,at Tikppia in 1929 and 1952 says that
the voyagers to Anute,60 miles away,set their course by
landmarks,waited for a favourable wind,& sailed by night
using horizon stars as guides.

This gives us three islands on which to look for
stones similar to those on Arorae,namely Atiu,Anaa & Tikopia.

In Sharp's book the mkrase word"landmark" is used without
variation in each case,as did Williams,but it is possible
that the original writers,Beechey and Firth,may have been
more explicit. I posess none of their works,and wonder if
you could look them up before we publish our notes on the
stones at Arorsae.

I suspect that the stones were used as |
permanent standards of reference,and that beacons, flags |
or burndng torches were used to actually give the course
to canoes making their departure. These temporary msrks
would have been more obvious to Williams and other laymen l
than the stones. The constant use of the word "landmark" |
suggests to me that on Tikopea at least,this may refer to |
a departure bearing consisting of a stone or beacon on the |
beach in line with a mountain-top,or some other transit of |
remarkable objects. This would be much less likely on coral
islands,for lack of distinctive cliffs,trees or mountains. ‘

We are lying off Norfolk Island at the mokent,
with good weather,so we expect to depart to-night for the ‘
Hebrides,Solomons and Bougainville.After this I am to go

back to the Malaita on the New Guinea run. The "Tulagi" is

due to sail for the Gilberts recruiting trip on 31 July,

if you are tempted to escape from Canberra. Oh I forgot J
that you are off across the Pacific in any case, ‘

M : : Bon voyage and Good Hunting. Sincerely,




25th Februsry, 1958,

Captain Brett Hilder,
183 Edinburgh Road,
CASTLECRAG, N.S.w,

Degar Brett,

I have been feeling terribly contrite for some time past
at not having replied to your letter forwarding Captain Johnson's
chert of Nukufetau,

What heppened wes thet almost by eccident T suddenly got
interested in the Tahltian Pork Trade (1800-1830) and decided to
write a short article on It - ebout 4,000 words. And before I
realized what wes happening T wes deep in it and ecouldn't break
free night or dey for 2% months, by which time my 1litile essay
had risen to a paper of over 14,000 words and 7 appendices,
including a complete 1list of ships erriving st Port Jackson
from Tahlitl during the perlod (with their tonnage, captains,
ovners and cargo}s This elone took 3 weeks of seerching through
Q&d newspapers and records.

But now thank goodness its finlished - but 1t wes terribly
interesting to work at for the Tshiti pork trade was Australia's
initlal venture inte foreign commerce (bvefore sandalwood or pearl
stell): the nursery in vhich the first island skippers (I have
thelr names and quite & lot about some of them) salled the first
islend schooners in the first islend trade. And what & fund of
knowledge captains llke Williem Campbell amassed about the islands
in these really early days. :

I'm sure you'll agree thet it was time someone seng about
the contribution of the island captains to Pacific history, so
feel hopeful that you will forgive my terdiness in writing.

\

I am now working once sgain on the Spanish dlscoverfes
end will of course send you a copy as soon ag its published ~
also the peper on the saga of the 'Bounty' from the mutiny to
the landing on Pitceirn, which is due to come out in the Journal
of the Polyneslan Soclety in June.

You may or may not remember now that I promised to send

you a photostat of Captain Gilbert's account of his discoveries
in the Gilberts and you very kindly agreed to see if you could




&8 u

work out exactly vhat 1slands he did see.

Woen I ceme to see you I foolishly only brought Captain
liershell's account snd this we soon found econtasined too few
positions to enable us to make out his course with any degree
of prebeblility. ;

In the hope thet you will still be willing tokgive your
expert advice in this metter, T am now forwarding:-

(1) Mershell's full account of his viglt to the Gilberts in
the 'Scarborough', teken from Phillip's 'Vovage to New
South Wales:

(11) the two pages in Teble IX of Prillin's Voyage which gives
' the rel€vant extracts from Marshall's logs

(141) Gilbert's full account of hies vigit in the 'Charlotte',
taken from his 'Voyage to Centon' (thic will give some
pood positions, I think);

{1¥?)the plates from Gilbert's Voyage showing the islands in

~ the Gilbert group sighted by him: snd

{v) a typed copy of my own emateur conclusions (for what they
ere worth « don't teke them too seriously, even where I
gprnear most definite: the lesc one knows, the movre one
iz ept to dogmatize).

If you are still eble and willing to let me knew youy
findings T should be most grateful indeed -~ end 1t might serve
to vhile away en hour or two when betweern islsnds on ore of
your trips. I should like to guote your conclusions as coming
from you « as that would pive & veluehle touch of expert authors
ity. The only pesper I should be gled to have back apgein (in
due course) ie Gilbert's (11%) and (1v).

Thet reference on navigation merks ~ T asme across what

~ I think we were both looking for the other day, on peges 97 end

P8 of the 1838 edition of Willisms! '"Missionary Enterprises'.
¥Willlems 1s speaking to the chief Roma-tans of Atiu and asking
him how to get to Rarotongaie 2

"We hed still ome more island to seck; snd, finding Roma-tene
exceedingly intellligent, we inguired of him 41f he had ever
heard of Rarotonga; 'Oh, ves;' he replied, 'it 1is only a
day and a night's sall from Atiu; we know the way there.!
This informetion delighted ws; but when we inquired of him
the position in which it lay, he at one time pointed in one




’5-

direction, and at another in quite the opposite. But this
was soon explalned; for the natives, in making their voyages,
do not leave from any part of an 1sland, as we do, but,
invariably, have what may be called starting-points. At
these places they have certain landaarks, by which they steer,
until the stars become visible; and they gensrally contrive

- to set sall so as Co get sight of their heavenly guides by
the time thelr lande-marks disappear. Knowing this, we
determined to adopt the natlve plen, and stesred our vessel
round to the 'starting-point'. HEaving arrived there, the
chlef was desired to look to the land-marks, while the vessel
was beling turned gradually round; and when his merke on the
shore renged with each octher, he cried out, '"That's it! that
is itl.* I looked ilmmedlately at the compass, and found the
ecourse to be S.W. by We; &nd it proved to be as correct as 1if
he had been an accompllished navigator." :

Admittedly this is Polynesla, but the Gllbertese geined much of |
their navigational lore from the Tonga-Titi lmmligrants from Samos.

Would you be willing to let your article on the Arorae
stones be published (under your name, of course), together with
Captain Vic. Ward's effort? I could add a short forward or
introduction and the whole should make & most interesting study
for say the Polyneslsn Society Journal.

With many thanks for the Nukufetau chart and for all the

help you have given me, not least over ths Island of Jesuss I

only hope I havn't given the straw that breakas the camel's back
this time.

With kindest regards from us both,

) Very sinocerely yours,

v
g
s A
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Research School of Pacific Studles,
_Australien National University,
Canberra, A.C.T., Vay 21st, 1957, .

‘Captain Brett Hilder,

183 Edinburgh Road,

'CASTLECEAG, N.S.%,

Dear Captaln Hilder,

I was delighted to get your letter of the 13th, which
unfortunately through some quirk of the post-office d!'d not reach
me until Saturday. The malls between Sydney and Canberra have
been erratic in the gxtreme of lates T sent off a letter in.
March which took 6 weeks to be delivered to Angus and Robertson.

It was very good of you indeed to offer to devote a day
to my navigational troubles: actually I feel sure that three
hours will be sufficient, 1f T have everything ready.  But
though I heve been trylng for three days to arrange affalrs so
that I can make Sydney by the 24th, I find now 1t 1s guite
impossible: and this in spite of my telling you thet I ecould
come down at any time. : ¥ :

 The difficulty is that I have to go down on the 26th,
for a fortnight but between now and then have a seminar (how I

’~41oath them), and my son and one other visitor coming up en route
- %o Melbourne, It 1s also the last week of term; not that I

P&y a lot of attentlon to terms end vacations. :

e uBut‘no’ﬂaﬁiaré I wlll work out all my conclusions both
on the Spanish voyages (in the light of your very helpful
. observations) and that of Captains Ghlbert and Marshall and have

;‘i‘tham'typed out in draft ready for you when you come back from

. your next trip. That 1s, if you can manage to apare an hour
SO DO SOe tima g £up

U g thank you ever so fér helping me over Buen Viaje and

€ Isle of Jesus. I am sure that you are right over the

"‘gjfonmdrfbﬁt st1ll not absolutely converted from Nukufetan for

> latter, larpgely on account of its size. _But I shall start
~ my draft on the Spanish dlscoveries toomorrow and go over ¢verys

~ thing with a fine tooth comb.

";”VYanfnéibaibh’the Arorae stones are mnéx‘interesting;;

".iiggihkfmysqlfjthaﬁ“ybur‘1ast surmise 1s corregt, i.e. that the
stones are used In conjunction with stellar navigation. The
Gilbertese navigated principally by the stars, though they alse

.. msed 5u¢h}‘?@3 @5'th9h1°9m on the horizon, birds, the set of

23




uﬂt[baen writing onﬁ&@u
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‘1as,in Melanesla: a.tu‘lky the g

orward to seeinf Y“ﬁ whah’y@u"
8, whieh\!_fear I Shall‘never




ut 1nterested to get yaur 1& ter tha e} her %&yfen
orau" ‘at Arorse.

jirgt saw them about 1933, I’think But beymndﬁmﬁkiﬁg o
; hay exlsted I could do nothing, lackini'ths navigatio 1al

Then lata lest year T was sent a‘m 1apf'015 on‘th‘
ptain Vie Ward, of the "Tungaru" or “'I’uva»_u" i dnEay
‘}th 1111%”), whom vou may know. Vel a s

tiele is 2 page srd a half of foolacap, 3
L1y worked out plan showing the lay-out of the
88 bearings and the iglunds they are suppaaed-,b!ralata e
ive 13 a phato of the Revs hastman standing'by eﬁavof ‘the

think some of his conj&ctural ﬁirectiﬂﬁat
on Islands, are a bit har& tb awallaw.

ve kapt tha Mms o too long alrsaﬂy {it*w
_pudlicatlion) partly becsuse T wanted
o‘un'th& Gilberts to see 1f

ing whe and why‘"theyz aie e(_.fz'mh
grea wtth.several of h : L




: “depénﬁ‘on youf personal relations with Vie: he 15;épt to havé"ﬁfv¢;
- decided oplinions and to be 2 bit explosive &t times - though one
~of the sslt of the earth. : , : o

s ‘& Curlously enoughi I was on the point of ringing you when

. l8st 1n 8ydney, snd then reflected thet you would brobably be away |

o ke 1T ot busy. For to be frank I need your professional L
/ @ssistence on no less then three mattersie

(1) the 1dentification of the island of Buen Vieje, discoveradffjw
iy by Guiros in 1606; et

W (11) the identification of the Islund of Jesus, discovered by
B oo aa . Bendsna 1n 156B; and ; 4

(i11) the route taken by Capts. Gilbert and Harshall through the
i Gilberts in 1788. : /

I should explain that I am engaged in writing a History of the ;
Central Paclific and this is 811 needed for the chapter dealing with
the discoveries. Needless to say eny help would be given full
acknowledgement in the text and the Introduction.

. In the hope that it will stimulate your interesg 1 am
- enclosing a few notes containing all the relevaat informztion on
the first twe polints. The third is so complicated that T really
think the only thing for me to do would be to come down from
Canberra with the journals of Gilbert and #Marshall, charts and
© 'supporting material and have a session with you. I reckon it
.. would take about three hours to sort out what islands they really
~did discover: I could come almost any time you are in port. dan

i I reslize that from a busy mén like you I am asking rather
- 8 lot; on the other hend, 1 have a feeling that you are as intereste
L aucp obscure questions as I am. raa ' e

;‘Withvkind regards to you both,

Yours sincerely,

: Ofﬁ /)b
:

i -
o
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7 a NAVI(;;AT&[ONAL STONES ON ARORAE ISIAND

2 -

On the extreme N,W. tip of Arorae is a deserted village
used by the natives of Tamaroa village as a holiday resort
for their annual period of recreation. This tip of the island
faces the nearest islands _to Arorae,and directional stones mark
the courses to take to enable sailing canoes to navigate to
these neighbouring islands. It has not been possible to get any
references,so far, as to the antiquity of these stones,  and their
age as navigational aids may be anything between 100 and 1000 years,
The direction of the stones was measured by a magnetic compass,
- then corrected for the local Variation of 10° Fast,and given as
true bearings. There are eight stones in all, four of them being
set up as parallel pairs,another two sepa@rate ones both being set
on a similar heading,and the other two are single pointers. The
stones therefore point in 5 different diiections,of which only
two were known by the o0ld native who acted as our guide. He said
that the two separate stones pointed to Tamana,the nearest island,
just 50 miles away. The largest and most pretentious pair showed
the way to Nikunau,75 miles away. One of the single stones appears
to point to Onotoa, 85 miles away,and the smaller pair of stones
seemed intended to direct the navigator to Tamana in a different
season to the two separate stones . The last stone is actually
under the roof of the village meeting-house,but as there are no
walls,the stone still points out to sea. The direction of this
stone is North East, leading over the trackless ocean for 2040
miles to the islands of Hawaii. In the opposite direction lies
the Santa Cruz Group, 750 miles to the South-West.




Navigational Stones at Arorae page 2

These stones may represent the site of aSgéhool of Polynesian
Navigation on the peninsula,similar to that of Prince Henry the
Navigator on the headland of Sagres in Portugal about 1500 A.Dsy
and this may be the date of the erection of the stones.

There are several questions to be answered before any real
conclusions can be drawn., Are the directions of the stones the
true directions of the islands,or do they give courses to allow
for a prevailing wind and current % Before we can answer this
cuestion we must observe that the positions of these islands are
still in doubt., Arorae is reported to lie 3 miles to the westward
of the charted position,and Nikunau 3 miles to the North-East.
If these reports are correct,they would change the course to
steer by 6 degrees of the compass. The prevailing winds are
East-South-East in the South-East Season, and West-Nor-West in
the North-West Monsoon,and the currents tend to follow the
drift to the W-N-W most of the year.

It is possible that the stones were placed in position after
the comihg of the Europeans, possibly in 1841 when most of the
charting of the Gilbert Islands was done by an American squadron.

It is noticeable that the stones are not arranged in a group
to show the correct relative positions of all the islands, as on
a chart, or as done in the string maps of the Marshall Islands,
900 miles to the Northward.

It is difficult to see how the stones could be used, unless
their direction relative to the wind at the time was noted, or
their direction relative to the changing bearings of the stars

or sun. This could be studied for several days or nights before
setting out on an expedition.
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Main pair of stones; pointing 345°True to NIKUNAU

Large stone pointing 305°True to ONOTOA

Small pair of stones pointing 286°True to TAMANA

One of two stones pointing 2730True to TAMANA




Captain Brett Hilder,
183 Fdinburgh Road,

~ Castlecrag, N.S.W.
(_CZ#LZL) e April 1957.

Lear Mr.Cattiy,

We were recently in the Gilbert Islands duing some
recruiting for the plantations in the Line Islands,and we spent
a day at ARORAE,the southernmost island in the Gilberts.

My attention was directed to & series of coral stones
erected near the NW extremity of the islend,at a date unknown.
These stones were said to point to some of the other islands,
50,80 and 100 miles away. The local natives told me which stones
pointed to named islands,but in some cases they did not know
where the stones pointed to,

After taking careful bearings with a boat compass of
each stone,I plotted them on the chart and found that they were
surprisingly correct. Zach bearing,as shown on the enclosed copy
pointed to within 5 degrees of an island,generally on the windward
side,possibly to allow for leeway or current.

Some of the stones were in pairs,but one of the single s
stones pointed to no nelghbouring island,perhaps to send off men
whom they didn't wish to see again.

I have a feint recollection of reading or hearing about
some similar set of Directional or Navigationsl Stones, but the
nearest similarity I can name is that of the grounds of the
Sagres school of navigation set up by Prince Henry the Navigator
of Portugal about 1500 A.D.,where the stones indicated the points
of the compass,

I suspect that the stones at Arorae may have been set up
after the advent of Europeens and magnetic compasses,but the locals
have no knowledge or tradition of their age. We can therefore set
the date of erection as somewhere between 100 and 1000 years. It
is difficult to see quite how the stones would be used,as they
would be impossible to see from seaward,unless a line of marks was
erected,to be kept in line astern until out of sight.

Cean you give me any advice of similar sets of stones or
their use in the Pacific, from your extensive study of navigation ¢
No one in the Gilberts could give me any information on the matter.

We have been hoping through the years to get you to speak
to the Xustralian Institute of Navigation in Sydney. Would you be
interested in becoming an Honorary Member ? It would give me
great pleasure to propose your name,

Yours sincerely,
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