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ROSE ATOLL = AMERICAN SAMOA

A rath r complete account of the topography and vegoetation of
Rose Atoll is given by W.tl}liam he Setcheil, professor of boteny at
the University of California, in Carnegie Institution of Washington,
Department of Marine Biology, voleXXs ppe 226-261, June,l924, The
following is a brief sumary of his account.

Roso Atoll is sitmated in let.14° 32' 8. and long. 168° 11' Ve
and is the southeasternmost islend of the Semoan group, 76 miles from
Tauy boing connected with this islend and the rest of the Samoan chain
by devths of between 5,000 and 10,000 feet, the surroundinz wator being 15;000
to 20,000 foots
It was discovered and nemed by Freyeinet; 0ct.21,1819, who gave a
mep, profile end deseription, althourh he approsched to within only 1.5
miless Votzebue, Anril 2,1824, vassed it and named it Kordinkoff Island,
mekin: & smnll chart of the atoll. Dument D'Urvile, Bept.2%,1838, passed
within o mile and deseribed islemd end etoll. The first recorded landing
wae mude by the U.S.Exploring Ixpedition, Oct.7,1639, with deseriptiomns
by Wilkes and Danae In 1878 charts and data were published by Graeffe
(in @erman) besed on observations by Captein Ranzeu, who had takem his
small vessel thru the hazerdous entrance into the lagoon
Alfred G. layor eccompanied Gov, Warren Jay Terlmne on a visit to
Rose Atoll, iomxkftfhabo June,1920, who made extensive biologicel
observetions during two deys, June 6-6s Desides meking a report to the b
Governor, Mayor published on Rose in Seience, nese vole54,p.590,1221, and
Froce/mer."hile.500e 701,460,102 ;ppe62-70,19214
lie deseribed the island as "en atoll, the lagoon being surrounded by e 3
natrow ring of limestone, composed chiefly of lithothamnium, which is
everywhere nearly awash at low tide, oxcepting at the N.E. side, where there
ie o nerrow entrence about 9 feet in depth, out of which a current constently flowg
The ring of limestone which surrounds the legoon is quite uniformly 500 yards
in width, while the central legoon is ebout 2 miles wide end appoars to have a
maximum dopth of not more than 8 fethoms. There are oenly two small islats
upon the.atoll rim, Sand Islet end Rose Isletes" These he describes in some L)
dﬂtiil. ¥
Setohell diseusses the geology and soils Roef a hard smooth surface
veneered with a pink crustaccous coralline, supporting hundreds of large
blocks of limestone, about 5eb £t high, most of which are loose, indisating
th -+ +he rim once stool 8 to § feet higher than at presents The islets are
compored of coquina, vave-worn framents lithotheamiium and breoken coral,
with orgenic matter derived from docomposed roots of the U'isonia trees.
Send Island is devoid of vepotation and organie metter, and the se&s must at
times breel over it, ceins onlt B feet above high tides Soil and its
bacterial population described,

Climate noted as "wurm and moist". S.E.trades from April to November;
verieble winds during the other months, ‘requently from We and N.W. with
cccasionnl gules, but few hurricunes.

Few cnimalst usual sea birds; small hrownegrey retj short-tailed lizard
(gokkof); & few turtles, Numerous Tish heve long been an objeet for visits.

Voretation consists of buke tree (Pisonia grandis), Boerhnavia tetrandrs
and Portuleca lutea, Coconuts introduced and planted 1920, and probably beron;
The trees form e nearly symmetriecsl dome on the higher parts of the island, 2
which is about 240 yerde long (SWelE) and 200 yards wides They form a complete
cenopy with a height of up to 80 feet ;

The coral is described in detail

Disousaing the origin of the flora: Pisonia transportea by birds, the
vigoous fruit clinging to their feet. Boerhaavia and Fortuleece might alsc be
transported by birds, or by the weves.

fives technical list of flowerdn plents and menine plantss Bibliegraphy,
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- TIME AMONG THE ANCIENT HAWAIR NS

In answer to our inquiry, a few weeks since, for the infomation about the
ancient division of ‘time among Hawaiians and the names of the months and days, &
gentleman, who has devoted much time to the study of ancient Hawaiian customs and
habits, communicates the following information, which well be new to most of our
readers, and should be placed o1 record:

From the reign of King PAPA, time was divided by the hawaiians into Makehiki,
year; Malama, month; and Po, nighte The Makahiki, or year, was subdivided into O Ke
Kau, or summer, and O Ke Hooi.lo, or wintors There were six summer and six winter
months. The names of the six swmmer months were--Ikiiki, Keaons, Hinaiseleele, Hama-
hoemus, Kamahoehope, and Ikua. The six winter months were--Tielehn, Makalii, Kaele, Kau-
lua, Nana, and 'ﬁalo? Some of these had different names on different Islands. There
wore thirty Po, or nights,. in each month, and were named from the form of the moon;
beginning with the new moon. Hiol was the first night, so called from the slender
appearance of the new moon. 7The next was Hoala, and them Kukahi, Kulua, Kukolu, and
Kupaue Then came Olekukahi, Olekulua, Olekukolu, Olekupau. Then Huns, Mohalu, Hua,
Akua, Holm,- Mahealani, Kulu, Laaukukahi, Laaukulua, Laaupau, Olekukahi, Olehulua,
Olepau, Kaloakukshi., Kaloakulua, Kaloapau, Kane, Lono, imuli, and iuku--thirty in
all. From these thirty were separated four, which were fapu, so there were four Kapu
nights in each month. The z.umes of these were Kekapuku, Kekapuhwa, Kekapukeloa end

Kekapukane .~-Advertiser.
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ACE OF KAMEIUMEHA I--2r, Kamakau, a native historian, states in theHawaiian

Gazette that Kamehameha I, was born in 1736, hence at his death in May, 1819,

he must have been 83 years old. This would make hin 43 at the date of Cook's arrival
at the islands in 1778, and 58 when Vancouver visited the Islands in 1794. According
to this date, His lajesty must have been 78 years old when his son Kemchamehe III.,
Kauideaouli, was born on the 17th of larch, 1814, With all deference to lir. Kamakau's
historical knowledge, we must differ from his statement, and regard as more correct
the statement that Kemehamehs I. was born in 1763, This would make him 25 when

Gook arrived. Weshould be glad to learn upon what historical data Mr. Hamskau

bases his atstement. Ve have reas with interest lir, Kamekau's historical sketch

as published in the Gazette. of August 26the
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NECKER ISLAND
HOW BRITISH PLAN FOR NECKER WAL DISCOVERED.

On file in the Archives of Hawaii is a letter dated August 8, 1895,
and signed by Curtis J. Lyons, Surveyor-General of Hawaii for & long :
period, disclosing how he learned of the plan of the British officials at
Honolulu to seize Necker Island as a British cable station; how he
notified Minister of the Interior James A. King of the plan; and how,
following receipt of this infofmation, Ministes King immeéiately headed
an expedition to Necker Island, and seized it in the name of the Hawsiian
Government.

(See Appendix I-'11'").

In this connection the compiler has been in possession of a story,
for many years, that while a British warship wes visiting Honolulu & ball
was given in the city, at which many of the British navy officers were
present. During a dance, a young lady partner of a British subaltern
officer, invited the officer +to attend & function a few deys later.

The officer expressed his regret that éﬁ would be unable to attend gs_?is
ship was under orders to proceed very shortly to one of the islandiféo
the Northwesbt, but would return in a short time. = -

The youngtlady répeatad this conversation to an offieial of the
Go;ernment. Putting two and two together, the official decided the
matter was of considerable moment, and a consultetion of officisls was
held, resulting in the determination to disﬁatch & party to Neclker to

annex it officielly te the Hawaiian Government — which was dons.

From: "lslands of the Hawaiian Domain", statement prepared by A.P. Taylor,
Librarian, Archives of Hawaii (10.1.31). Pp.16-7.
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 KERMADEC GRUUP

Cowan, James.~- "Suwarrow Gold, and ether Stories of the Great South

Sea''’s London, Jemathan Cape, 1936.

A Chapter, entitied "The Isleof Lést Endeaveur" pp. 169 = 184
contains & geed acceount ‘of the variets endeaveurs made teo settle
fhe Kermadec I'slands.

(1) James Reed and his Maori wite = 1837-1845

(2] Baker and his Samoan wife < | 8640-1845

(3) . - Johnstone and his half Samoan wife * = ' |857-1863
(4) = William Covert and his Strong's 1. wife - 1857=1870
(59 Themas Bell and tamily = 1878~1890 2

In 1803 kidnapped natives landed in dying conditien by Peruvian
sl averse

Iln 1887 British tlag heisted and New Zealand gevernment beaan te
squeeze out the Bells.

In the 1890s twe attempts at settlement encouraged by MN.Z. govt.
Both tailures.

December, 1917, Count Ven Luckner, of the "Seeadler" escaped $rom
Motuihi lsland, otf Auckliand, and was captured en Curtis |sland.



Anvanuraro Ilsland.

Latitude 20° 26' South.

Longi tude 145° 511 West.

Circular lagoon island without entrance to lagoon: about

4 miles in diameter.

Freehold , purchased by S.R. Maxwell and Company Limited from

Taaroa in 1914: cost with about 6,000 trees francs 23,000,

Iin 1918 4,500 seed nuts and Umi Smith overseer and 5 labourers

were landed. In April, 1919, Smith died on the island.
In May, 1919, schooner "Papeete" landed 5,000 more seed nuts.,

In end of 1919 labourers removed. It is believed that about
12,000 trees exist on the island., Some trees should now be

in bearing.

In his report of 9th June, 1922, Mr. Young estimates number

ot trees as 8/9,000.

-
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Anvanurunga Island.

et 20° 39! South.

LOﬂg. IASO 35' ‘\X:F'esfn
Under French tlag as is also Anvanuraro.

Held by S.R. Maxwell and Co., Ltd. under lease for 90 vyears

trom year 1908 at a rental ot trancs 100 per annum.

About seme size as Anuvanursro - has never been planted.

—— -
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VICTORIA [SLAND.

| 3 2 - : . £ A
From Cowan, James.- "Suwarrow Geld". 436

Marked as Victoria Island,~E.D. Charted position about seven

‘degrees iseUth of the Equater and fZ 160 west longitude. Some 49

years age much discussion among island navigaters cencerning fthis
missing island, ‘and fhere was an Americanp who claimed. to have landed

on . it. Harry Hendersen, eof fthe firm of Hendersen & Mactarlene, whe
cruised all evern the South Seas on his frading.expeditions, was
always en the leok-out for new isles which couldibe made productive
by the planting of cecenuts. On one ot his cruises trom Sydney and

Auckland, in: the firm's stedmer.” janet Nioll", cemmanded by Captain
Henry, he passed somewhere abwud the place where Victoria- should have
been = but. wasnt. ReleSe, his wite and LlLeyd Osbeorne were passenaers
aftd Mrs. R.L.Se, in her. diify story of the cruise, dated 4£90, made '
several reterences fte the owner'!s inferest in the romantic isle alwavys
just ever the herizon. One of her diary entries - 'Mr. Henderson

got eut fhe chart and showed us his ewn islands and the supposed
jocatien ot Victoria Island, which he is Jdleoking for. I etferdd te
tess him fAf tor the latiter, te which he agreed. lowis threw up a
piece ot meney, and |, wen. I .have yet, however, te tind Victeria'.

A sanguine scheenzr ébpfain trom Tahiti was talking ef a search for
victaria lsland +the other day.



