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ROSE ATOLL - A'lERICAN ST^IOA

^ A rath r oOTiplote account of the topocraphy and vogottition of
Rose Atoll is given by vailism A. Setoheii, professor of botany at
the University of California, in Camegio Institution of Vinshington,
Department of Ilarine Biologj'", vol»XX, pp« 2S5-261, June,1924» The
followin;:, is a brief sunnary of his aooount.

Roso Atoll is situated in lat.l4° 32' S. and long. 168° 11* 'ii*
and is the southeastemmost island of the DoaiORn group, 78 milos from
Tau, being cornectod vrf.th this island and the rest of the Samoan chain
by depths of bettreon 5,900 and 10,000 feet, the surrounding water being 15,000
to 20,000 foot.

It TTas discovered and nrmed by Freycinet, 0ct«21,1319, who gave a
mop, profilo and description, althou-h he approached to within only 1,5
miles. I'otsebuc, /loril 2,1G24, passed it and nnrr«d it Fordin3>:off Island,
maJ'.in' a smnll chart of the atoll. Dumont D'Urvile, ̂ opt.2S,lG38, passed
within a mile and described islrnd and atoll. The first recorded landing
was made by the U.S.Exploring IV.podition, 0ct.7,16S9, with descriptions
by V-llkes and Dana. In 1873 charts and data wore published by Graeffe
(in pienmn) basod on cbsorvetions by Captain P insau, who had taken his
small vessel thru the hazardous entrance into the lagoon

Alfred G. lilayor accompanied Gov. Vfarrea day Terlmno on a visit to
Rose Atoll, Juno,1920, who made extensive biological
observations during tv^o days, June 6"*6, Besides making a report to the ^
Governor, Mayor published on Koso in Bcience, n.s. vol.54,p.390,1921, and
Froc./iinor.Phil.Boo. vol.60,iio.2,pp.62-?0,1921. i

lie deecribod tho island as "an atoll, the lagoon being aurr«nmdod by a '
naia*aw ring of llmostone, composed chiefly of lithothamnium, which is
everywhere nearly awash jit low tide, excepting at the II.E. side, whew there
is p. narrow entronoo about 9 feet in depth, out of which a current constf'Titly flov.(|
The ring of llmostone xvhich surrounds tlie If.goon is quite uniformly 500 yards
in vd.dth, while tlic central lagoon is about 2 miles wide and appears to have a
maximum depth of not more tlian 8 fathraas. '''here arc only two snail Islats
upon the.atoll rim, Fand Islet and Rose Islet." Tnese ho describes in sane %
detail, ^

Setcliell diseusGOB tho geology and soilt Enef a hard smooth surface
ve.ueerod with a pixik crustaoGOUs coiralliue, supporting hundreds of large
blocV:.s of limestone, about 5,6 ft high, most of which arc loose, indicating
th< t +hQ rin once stool 6 to 3 feet higher than at present. The islets ere
composed of coquina, \.ave-wom fra "nents lithothaKiiium and broken coral,
with organic, matter derived fi-om docomposed roots of the I isonia trees.
Send Island 1b devoid of vegetation and organic matter, and the seas met at
times break over it, cnlt 5 feet above high tide. Soil and its
bacterial population described,

Climato noted as "vairm and moist". S.E.trades from Anril to Novwabor;
variable ivinds during the other months, frequently from W. end U.h. with
occasional gales, but few hurriounos.

Few animalst usual sea birds» small brown»grey reti 8h.ort«»tailed lisaj^
(gekko^) I a few turtles. Muinerous fish have laag been an object for visits,

Ve .etation consists of buka tireo (Rloonia grandis), Boerhiiavia tetrandra,
and I'ortuleca lutoa. Coconuts introduced and planted 1920, and probably befoiwi.
The trews form a nearly cymmetrioal doi»e on th' higher parts of the island,
which is about 240 yarde long (SW»1JB) and 200 yards wide. They form a oomplete
canopy with a height of up to 80 feet

Tlie coral is described in detail
Ddsoussing the origin of the florai Pieonia transported by birds, the

visoous fruit clinging to their feet, Jioerhaavia and Portulaca might eleo be
transported by birds, or by the waves,

Gives toclinloal list of flowerla pl&nts and maallts plants* Bibliography,
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TIME AMONG THE AIICIEIIT HAVMI^ US

In answer to our inquiry, a few weeks since, for the infomation about the

ancient division of tine among Hawaiians and the names of the months and days, a

gentlemn, who has devoted much time to the study of ancient Hawaiian customs and

habits, communicates the following information, which well be new to most of our

readers, and should be placed oi record:

From the reign of King PAPA, time was divided by the hawaiians into Makahikl,

year; LJalana, month; and Po, night. The Uakahiki, or year, was subdivided into 0 Se

Kau, or summer, and 0 Ke Hooilo, or winter. There were six aunmer and six winter

months. The naraes of the six suiffiTer months were—Ikiiki, Kaaona, Hinaiaeleele, Kana-

hoemua, Kanahoehope, and Ikua. The six winter months wore— .alehu, Makalii, Kaelo, Kau-

lua, liana, and 'ttelo. Home of tlieso had different names on different Islands. There

were thirty Po, or nights,, in each month, and were named from the form of the moon;

beginning with the new moon. Hiol was the first night, so called from the slender

appearance of the new moon. The next was Hoaka, and then Kukahi, Kulua, Kukolu, and

Kupau. Then came Olokukahi, Olekulua, Olekukolu, Olekupau. Then Huna, Mobalu, Hua,

Akua,. Hoku, Mahealani, Kulu, Laaukukahi, Laaukulua, laaupau, Olekukahi, Olehulua,

Olepau, Kaloakukahi. KalMdEulua, Ealoapau^ Kane, Lono, iiauli, and Uuku—thirty in

all. PVoa these thirty were separated four, which \«er0 Kapu, so there were four Kapu

nights in each month. The names of these •.lere Kekapuku, Kekapuhua, Kekapukaloa and

Kekapukano •—Advertiser •

i-l^ ftr' iSc- L.



The Priend, Vol. 18, Ho. 9, Sept. 1868, p. 77

AGS Qg !■—ar. Kamkau, a native historian, states in theEavaiion

Gazette that Kan»hameha I, was bom in 1736, hence at his death in liay, 1819,

he must have beeJi 83 years old. Tliis would make him 43 at the date of Cook's arrival

at the islands in 1778, and 58 when Vancouver visited the It^lands in 1794. According

to this date. His liajesty taxst have been 78 years old \dien his son Kamohameha III.,

Eauideaouli, was bom on the 17th of liarch, 1814. ;7ith all deference to 'Jr. Kamakau's

historical knowledge, we must differ from his statement, and regard as raoro correct

the statement that iSaaehameiia I. was born in 1753. This would make him 25 vdien

Cook arrived. VfoAould bo glad to leam upon what historical data Mr. Sanakau

bases his actatement. lave reas with interest !lr, Bamakau's historical sketch

as published in the Gazette, of August 26th.
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HOW BRITISH PLAN FOR NECKM WA5 DISCOVERED.

On file in the Archives of Hawaii is a letter dated Augiist 8, 1895,

and signed by Ciirtis J. Lyons, Surveyor-General of Hawaii for a long

period, disclosing how he learned of the plan of the British officials at

flonoliolu to seize Necker Island as a British cable station; how he

notified Minister of the Interior James A. King of the plan; and how,

following receipt of this information, Ministea" King immediately headed

an expedition to Meeker Island, and seized it in the name of the Hawaiian -

Government.

(See Appendix "I").

In this connection the compiler has been in possession of a story,

for many years, that while a British warship was visiting Honolulu a ball

was given in the city, at which many of the British nav;^ officers were

present. During a dance, a yotmg lady partner of a British subaltern

officer, invited the officer to attend a function a few days later.

The officer expressed his regret that ^ would be unable to attend as his
(oti,. )

ship was under orders to proceed very shortly to one of the island to

the Northwest, but would return in a short time.
V;,. s •

The young lady repeated this conversation to an official of the

Government. Putting two and two together, the official decided the

matter was of considerable moment, and a consultation of officials was

held, resulting in the determination to dispatch a party to Necker to

annex it officially to the Hawaiian Government - which was done.

From: "Islands of the Hawaiian DoD;ain", statement prepared,by A.P. Taylor,
Librarian, Archives of Hawaii (10.1.31). Pp.16-7.
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.. ;V.\. ..■ ^ James,- Suwarrow Gold, arid other Stories of t.he Great South
■  •'■"• . 'Sea . London, Jonathan Cape, 1936.
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169 - 184

made to sett le
"'v' Endeavour" pp.contains a good accoun.t ot the various endeavours rr

'  -h' .the Kermadcc Is lands.

James Reed and his Waori wife - 1837-1845

: • ■' 2) Baker and . hi s Sdmoan wife - . 1840-1845
■'■ •'i" - 3. '■■ ■ ■ ■ ^
i'" ■' '*"■'''•■?■■ ..-i- ■ •' ^ ■ Johnstone and his ha I t Samoan wife - 1857-1863

, .. v ^;y ' I I ' am Co V e r t and his Strong's I . wife - 1 857-1870

-  Thomas Bel l and fami ly - 1878-1890 ?
■If-v . r.

.f'- . In 1863 kidnapped natives landed in dying condi tion by Peruvian
V-' , s lavers.

.y. ■ •> In 1887 Brtirsh f lag hoisted and New Zealand government beaan to
squeeze out the Bel l s. • -

In the 1890s two attempts at settlement encouraged by N.Z. oovt
DO t n t a I 1 u r e s .

December 1917, Count Von Luckner, of the "Seeadler" escaped from
iv.otuihi Island, otf Auckland, and was captured on Curti s I s land.
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Anoanuraro Island.

L a t i tude

Longi tude

20* 26' South

145* 51' West.

Circular lagoon island without entrance to lagoon: about

4 mi les in d i amet e r.

F reehoId , purchased by S.R. Maxwel l and Company Limited from

Taaroa In 1914: cost with about 6,000 trees francs 23,000,

In 1918 4,500 seed nuts and Umi Smith overseer and 5 labourers

were landed. In Apri l, 1919, Smith died on the island.

In May, 1919, schooner "Papeete" landed 5,000 more seed nuts.

In end ot 1919 labourers removed. It is bel ieved that about

12,000 trees exist on the island. Some trees should now be

in bearing.

In his report ot 9th June, 1922, Mr. Young estimates number

ot trees as 8/9,000.
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Anuanurunga I sland, . j,,-.

1,
-V?*.
V'.' ^y'%'

Lat. 20® 39' South. . ..'l-

\Long. 145® 35' West.

Under Frenctktiag as is also Anuanuraro.

Held by S.R. Maxwel l and Co., Ltd. under lease tor 90 years

trom year 1908 at a rental ot Francs 100 per annum.

About same size as Anuanuraro - has never been planted.
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VlCTOklA ISLAND.
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From Cowan, James. .- "Suwa r row ' Go! d'N " '
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fvtarked as Victoria jsland, E.D.
"degrees south of the Equ a t o r and
years ago much discussion among
missing island, and fherewas an

Charted posi tion about seven
/X 160 west longitude. Some 40 ■•',
island navigators conce rn i ng I h i s • ■
Ame r' i c a n \v h'o c 1 a i med to have landed .

on it. Harry Henderson, of the t i rm ot Henderson & K'lac t a r I an e, w ho
crui sed al l over the South Seas on his trading expedi tibns, was
always on the look-out for new i sleswhich cquldbe madep rodu c t i v e
by the planting of coconuts. On one of his cruises f rom; S ydn ey and
Auc k I a n d, in- the f i rm ' s s t e ame r " J a net N i o I I ", command ed by C ap t a i n
Henry, he passed somewhere about the pI ace where,Victoria should have
been - but wasn't. R.L.S., his wife and Lloyd Osborne were passengers
and h.rs. R.L.S., in her story of the cruise, dated 1 .890, made
several references to the owner's interest in the romantic isle always

One of her diary entries - 'Mr, Henderson
us his own. islands and the sufT^sed
which he is -looking for. I offerdd to
towhich he agreed. Louis threw up a
I  have yet, however, to find Victoria'.

just over the horizon,
got out the chart and showed
location of Victoria Island,
toss him /// for the latter,
piece of money, an,d I won.

A sanguine schooner
victoria Island the

captain from
other day-

Tahi ti was talkihgof a search for
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