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Adelaide

Sends

DASHING over to Melbourne dur-

ing the summer vacation were
Warwick Brown and Max Stain, Ade-
laide reps. at the eighth Council meet-
ing of the N.U.A.U.S. Why?

The Union has opened its other eye
and has again become national-
minded: needless to say, we, as South
Australiang, have been received with
open army into this bigger unity.

With the return of Messrs. Stain
and Brown came a report which, con-
taining interesting points on many
University matters, is hereunder con-
denged and illuminated.

G,IGNERALLY the N.U.A.U.S. de-

clared .its unqualified support of
the principle that racial and religious
discrimination of any kind was op-
posed to the spirit and function of a
University, The Council affirmed the
long-standing determination of N.U.
to extend friendship and co-operation
to vietims of aggression and to all
men ahd women of other nationalities
at present studying in this country.
Also it supported the idea of a nation-

Reps.

wide OFganisation §ich as the N.Y. AT

of N.S.W., or the A.Y.C. of the N.F.C.
ol Victora, provided that such an
organisation encouraged interchange
of knowledge and ideas and imposed
uo restrictions on the discussion by
constituent bodies of . political and
other questions,

The Council consgidered that the
system of subsidies was a progressive
step. To ensure the continuance of
their policy after the war and to im-
plement the Post-War Reconstruction
Tyaining Scheme, it recommended that
education (especially University edu-
cation) be included in the proposed
Commonwealth Powers Bill,

.Concerning Adult Education, the
N.U. urged that the Universities Com-
mission should report (in Dr. W. G.

K. Duncan’s . Survey of Australian
Adult Education) it with special re-
férence to. .. L .
- (a) The way in which existing Uni-

versity facilities could be used.

(b) The: necessary extensien of

University facilities.
(c) The -extent to which student
organisations could assist. .

Subject to full reports from consti-
tuent organisations, the Council, bear-
ing in mind the different problems in
each  University, endorsed’ the sug-
gested appointment in each Univer-
sity of a permanent Student Adviser
on (a) academic questions, (b) psycho-
logical problems (sic!), (¢} war-time
problems, e.g., obligations of reserva-
tion. . This person, who would come
in for some meaty work under (b),
should preferably hold some respon-
sible position in the University, e.g.,
Assistant Registrar or Assistant Lec-
turer, and that all students should in-
terview him on enrolment. .

N.U. is concerned (who isn’t?) with
rates of failure that have occurred
despite the careful selection of Uni-

. versity stiidents. Anyway, taking the
bull by the horns, it suggested that
the existing lecture system may be
partly responsible, and thought that
printed lecture notes should he pro-
vided at the beginning of the year
subjects where suitable. It was felt
that Jecture time should be devoted
to explanation and exposition of sub-
ject matter and discussion, rather

- than factual dictation. (Let us hear
your views on this!) :
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The Engineering faculty gained
prominence when a recommendation
was made that a conference of Deans
be called to review the nature and
conditions of Engineering courses: the
introduction of the emergency war-
time B,Sc. (Eng.) degree in place of
the B.E. degree had deplorably re-
duced or undesirably compressed En-
gineering courses, particularly in
W.A, and Tasmania, N.U. suggested
that “in view of the seeming anoma-
lies in manpower policy towards con-
tinuation in the fourth year of the
Taculty the Universities Commission
should recommend the adoption of a
uniform policy in all Australian Uni-
versities for 1944.”

Concerning quotas, the Council ap-
proved of the present quota system
based on facilities, manpower and
general national demands, but asked
that the estimates of guotas be kept
under continual consideration in view
ol changing conditions. Where faci-
lities are the limiting factor, these
gshould be extended in the shortest
possible time. In assessing quotas
for 1945 in the non-technical facul-
ties, the Commission should continue
to confer with the Depattment of
Post - Waa-— Reconstrnetion; ---taking

ments and immediate needs, but not
averlooking the value of education
“per se.”

In order to keep before students
the respounsibility involved in accept-
ing reservation, Couneil recommended
that each entrant be required to make
a declaration acknowledging his obli-
gation to continue his course to its
completion, provided that where par-
tially trained personnel can more
profitably be employed in other forms
of national service the Commission
may release such students from their
obligations.

The Council requested formal recog-
nition from the Univergities Commis-
sion as an official advisory committee
on educational and student affairs,
and drew attention to the fact that
the N.U. was now representative of
student governing bodies in all Aus-
tralian Universities.

Const. Orgs.

Among matters referrving to the
individual University Unions was the
Lecturing System, -and the Council
-asked that reports be made on the
issuing of lecture notes in all facul-
ties and forwarded to the General
Secretary within two months. Tech-
nical and Teachers’ Colleges should
co-operate with University Uniong in
every way possible: this would help
to improve conditions at the latter,
Furthermore, a report should be for-
warded to the General Secretary on
the subject “Student Democracy  in
Teachers’ Colleges.”

N.U. strongly favored faculty asso-
ciations ‘““for the purpose of attain-
ing an increased student contact”
through regular meetings and - sgocial
functions. . _

“N.U.A.U.8. supports the principle
of representation of students on
Taculty boards and University govern-
ing bodies, and is willing to_apsist
any constituent organisation in the
implementation of this policy.”
After discussion with the Victorian
Talks Manager of the A.B.C., it was
decided that the A.B.C. be requested
to conduct an Inter-'Varsity debating
competition in 1944. ‘It was also re-
solved that the following be recom-
mended to the Debates Gen. Sec.:—

greater account of post-war require-

NUAULS.

Council

Meeting

1, The A.B.C. should pay travel ex-
penses of the teams.

2. The home debating society be re-
sponsible for accommodation for
visiting teams.

4. To investigate the condition of
the award of the Philippines Cup
and report to the next confer-
ghee,

4, The debates should only be held
provided the A.B.C. will approve
controversial subjects.

Finally, the Council welcomed Ade-
laide University Union on its return
to the National Union and congratu-
lated Max Stain on his successful ef-
forts in this direction. (May we con-
gratulate Max on hig position as Hon.
See. of the Council of N.U.A.U.8.)

Those students who are deeply in-
terested in this report are advised to
peruge the complete affair at the
Union office.
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ROY LEANEY, Arts student, who

has taken over editorship of On

Dit for its retwrn to print, and
determines policy.

NINETTE TROTT, who, in her
work as Social Secience student,
ghould raise Varsity morale in many
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TINE war-time, it’s g, brave Fregh-

er that will come to the 'Varsity

the sake of being a respect:‘;gl%?rrngg
of the Union, Theatra Guild, S.C.M
]:15 or her faculty society, and ;ln'y"
uthel"soclety going (not forgetting
the Sports Asgociation): time wags
when such things happened. The Re-
ectory may be the centre of Univei-
sity life, but now that Manpower
seizes those who fail in its relentless
talon.s,' studentg develop working pro-
pensities that. out-balance their soeial
endeavours. More and more. are they
hounded_ by the clock (centre south
wulll), feaving to miss some crumb
tha: falls from the Professmra or Lec-
turer’s .lips, This is commendable
when aot carvied to excess but al-
though we do not encourage or advise
lnuf\’ng‘ {or whatever yon may call it)
the "Varsity will be your home for the
next few vears. Therefore we call
upen you, if you are a timid little
fresher (some will say un objection-
able little fresher) to make the most
91’ the opportunities provided by the
Varsity, and thereby to envich your

miserable existence,

Don’t be put out by the withering
_eplthets which seem to have crepl
into this most cordial welcome. We
ad}mt that your presence will be de-
spised by the majority of the “adults,”
but don't be daunted when you ap-
proach them,  little fresher, by the
sudden hardening of the facial
museles, the contempt in the eye, the
coldress of snperiority in the voice,
They like you, if only hecause they

‘look forward to the sadistic pleasure

of torturing you at initiation:
Continue on to the Refectory, and
there youn will find no room to park
yourself—the ‘“‘adults” decorate avery
chair——you will have to wait for half
an ligur in a queue to buy the rémains

of Mrs,. Clyde’s excellent food after

the staff and students have seized the

best. Tf then, you are lonely, ovei-

- come your wretched timidity, and seat

yourself - with  the ~third-year Meds.
Create a painful silence, give us a
chance to realise our superiority com-
plexes, look upon us with reverent
awe, listen to the polite bull that we
talk, ask us -delightfully respectful
and naive questions, and remember
that you, as a “child,” are not allowed
to do any “adult” things—smoke (es-
pecially a pipe), and indulge in witty
conversation. ' If you are nice enough,
we will decide’ that youre uot half a
bad Dbloke, and let you offar ug your
cigarottes-—as many as youw like,

III!Illlll‘llllIlllllllilllIllllllllulIIIlllllullllllllIlllullllilllllIl¢1||!ll||l|lll
Sports Secretaries!

You have a pagé to fill. Hand
your sporting news to - the
Sporting Editor; R. A. Kenihan,
every Monday.
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~—OPINION-

Flog a Wog?
To the Editor, “On Dit.”
Sir, ‘ .
This degenerate age sees the rise
of classes of what can be_ called
nothing else than mental imbeciles,
bureauerats, strikers, and sickly sen-
timentalists. : :
“In the last category fall those
people acting as anaemic apologists

for every type of criminal oﬂ’ender‘

that disgrace our ¢ourts:

The present controversy in a local
paper over the -treatinent of a morn-
dtrosity who outraged-a young girl is
a‘case in point. These sentimentalists,
having gathered a' few crumbs from
under the table of déctors and those
so-called “scientists,”” .psychologlsts,
think they have = cure in’ gland ther-
apy and what-have-you for all the
evils inherent in mankind. .
-+ Have they not -hedrd of free-will
‘4nd the moral code that rests upon it?
Suel codes, propagated from all
chiirches, demand: the current method
‘'of *punishment,  whipping,  for such
outrageous acts, -In my Opinion, even
this is letting the:offender off lightly
‘fot’ the harm - that has been done.—
Yours, efe- ST amTv,

o P e S S
The Editor, “On Djt.! "

..Dear Sir,—When ] first.read the un-
educated attacks, .against the muoral
defective who “ruined the life of a
voung girl,” T was amazed at the im-
pudence of such agtacks. They set
aside all the valuable psychology
which could Lelp the fellow, and order
a flogging which will, at the best, em-
bitter him against soeiéty. This man
should be protected from society, not
society from him. - .

Furthev, I suspect, from the case,
that he is a Masochist. . He so readily
gave himself up to the suggeshed
whipping. Now, if he be a Masochist,
then he will only enjoy, the whipping.
What punishment is this, }f he enjoys
it? He may repeat the crime in order
to.repeat the punishment.

Shame on those who would _ﬁog and
injure a' man for whom some‘gy_has
done nothing to help, but all to injure.

--Yours, ete,
Yours, ete . JOHN BULSCHE.
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| Soaked in' Sound

Ta. the Editor, “On Dit.”
Dear Sir, o
The recent controversy in the
columns of the daily newspapers con-
cerning radio programmes can but
leave one baffled.. It does, in fact,
jeave me baffled, bored, or something.
Radio programmes are an esgential
part of student life, and through your
columns 1 wish to implore the lon
hair and the short hair classical an
jazz fiends to do  something about - it.
The national stations: programme
is typical of a diaholical_a}ttempt to
undermine the mental ability of un-
suspecting students. - During the day
the classics are dealt out in fine style.
One is murdered in: the mormng by
Brahms, and gently -anaethetised by
Debussy in the Music Grovellers” hour
at 4 p.n. Then what happens, death
is not so sweet, along::comes Tommy
Dorsey, Harry James,: a,nd -the inevit-
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'MEDICAL ‘- STUDENTS
-~ . We carry full stocks of
MEDICAL BOOKS, = Haemacytometlers,
Sahli Haemaglobinomaters,, Head Mir-
rors, Stethescopes, . Mercurial  Sphy-,
moncanometers, Microscope Slides, Cover
Glasses, - Surgeons’; ., Gloves, Throat
Torches, Ophthalmoscopes, Auriscopes,
and Surgical Instruments.
Journals, Periodicals.
Lacums* Arfanged.

_ DISCOUNTS O STUDENTS.
~ Maleolm McNeil

136 GRENFELL STREET ; - ADELAIDE.
. ‘Phone: Cent. 4782, :
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able Victor Sylvester at 5 p.m. to
shatter all one’s illusions with a, dis-
gusting cacophany of sounds. After
wading through the fat stock reports,
ete., the news, the talk by the famous
correspondent, and the usual doge of
Bric Coales’ dinner music, one may
find a celebrity concert. These are
generally broadcast from the Conser-
vatorium of the Universtiy of Antar-
tica and can be heard in every detail
over the AB.Cs excellent transmis-
sions (of course, there are break-
downs, not more than 2 or 3 hun-
dred a night), bnt what does it mat-
ter 7—“ars gratia artis,” of conrse.

As for commercial stations, have
them banned immediately; one goes
gradually mad after hearing about
yvour decayed teeth, creaking joints,
and Kruschen feeling in between the
2nd and 1st movement of Beethoven’s
Symphony No. 2 (the 2nd movement
is always played first over good com-
mercial stations—just a puzzle for the
users of Shipwreck Soap). After 10
p.m., the jazz fiends are let loose from
hell’s kitchen, or whatever they call
it. Soap, salts, crooners, spooners,
and the advenlures of Flashlight
Razor and his clam-baked 7 go to
make up a delightful evening of cul-
tured insanity.

This is a plea for sanity in all
things, especially, radio: it wrecks
homes, ruins raceliorses, and makes
life generally !

Well, back to the padded celll—

Yours, etc.,
“SCHIZOPHRENIC.”

0t
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On Dit Attacked
Ine Editor, “On_Dit.”

Dear Sir,—Why is this rag starting
again, after its doleful surrender in
19417  Surely war-time conditions
prohibit. the issue of such an inconse-
quential paper ag “On Dit” after two
vears of decent obscurity. Need I say
more, Sir? “Angry Penguins” is
enough, fleaven knowsl—Yours, ete.,

RANK AND FILL

e 02

A Major in the Gun

To the Editor, “On Dit.”
Dear Sir,

Some weeks ago Mr. Ward got his
name in_ the paper again by assert-
ing in Parliament that there is a
widely-held opinion that certain mem-
bers of the British and American
Governments are not overjoyed at the
prospect of a complete rout of the
(ierman forces by the Red Army, but
would - rather - have ~a prolonged
struggle between the two armies, leav-
ing Russia “bled white.” There is
1no doubt that this opinion is widely
held, and 1 myself have come to the
conclusion that it is justified. But
that is not the point I am concerned
with here. )

While  Opposition members were
raving over this alleged insult to na-
tional honor,’ grace, integrity, etc.,
somebody said to me, on reading the
newspaper reports, “Methinks they do
protest too much.,” Now, for some
members of the Opposition that was
a - very .apposite remark: Maj. Came-
ron, S.A.'s sole Opposition member,
who also got his name in the paper
recently, is about the best (or worst)
example of the lot. ‘

In June, ‘41, Germany attacked
Russia; a few days later Mr. Church-
ill-announced the alliance with Russia.
Yet, on August 21, Maj. Cameron de-
claimed - (see- Hansard):

“My attitude to the Russo-German
war. is that it is-an act of mercy or
of Providence for:two great thieves
to fall out’. . . From our point of
view it does not matter who wins the
Russo-German "war, because the Bri-
tish Empire is committed to fight the
winner. Let us get very clearly into
our heads that: whichever side winsg,

we fight.” :

Anyorie who ventured to make gimi-

lar remarks about the Franco-German

war in 1939-40 would have found him-:
self very quickly locked up in gaol;

and - I humbly suggest that Russia.

has proved a much better ally than
France. :

Since the tilﬁe‘M_tij. _Camerbn made’
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The Aquinas 'Society'

The activities of the Society are
rather limited at the present moment,
but, with the arrival of the freshers
and, we hope, a substantial increase
in membership, greater things will
be done. However, the members, both
women and men, meet. every alter-
nate Wednesday night at the Catholic
Tducation Building, Wakefield Street,
at 7.30, The next meeting will be
March 22, Further particulars may
be obtained from the secretary, J.
Smerdon,

that statement he has neither said nor
done anything to suggest a change
of heart; we would welcome a public
statement by him honestly giving his
present attitude to the Russo-German
war.

‘So that, when he makes statements
like the above (and he has made
plenty of them), people who are in-
terested in the most effective prose-
cution of the war must be pardoned
for keeping an eye on him, which no
doubt explains the Major’s recent com-
plaints that the censor has taken to
examining his mail. One might even
censure the censor for taking such
belated action.

Maj. Cameron complains bitterly
that he has lost his freedom. This
is something new; Maj. Cameron has
never expressed a love for freedom
before,” When Maj. Cameron was in
power, did he put a Labor radio sta-
tion off the air, suppress Communist
newspapers, raid private homes, seize
progressive books, open trade union
mail, and so on?  Apparently, Maj.
Cameron “thinks that freedom is not

good for you, :

Secondly, the Major, I am afraid,
has got his_freedoms a little mixed.
There is nothing in the Atlantic Char-
ter about freedom to make disruptive
statements.—I am, Sir, ete,,

EDITORIAL STAFF

Editor: Roy Leaney.
Sub-Editress: Ninette Trott.
Associate Editors: David Kerr

and T. S. Brailsford Robert-
son.

Exchange Editor: David Barnes.
Social Editress: Joan Matthew.
Business Manager: David Drew.
Sports Editor (provisional): R.

A. Kenihan. y
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INCE the last issue of “On Dit” in
1941, this paper has, perhaps, be-

come past history with many students

and is just unheard of '(although we
hope not) among second and" third
years.' Despite any hard words. aboit
it, “On Dit” proposes to continue
with its policy of benefaction, benevo-
lence, and benediction, at the same
time being generous with its famous
gratuities, e.g.,, “News . Behind the
Booze,” “Co-respondence” (the title is
a museum piece), ete., all of which
are legal tender for the Girl Guides'
Thrift Depot: in fact, our patron, St.
Bos, gives you, the Adelaide Uni-
versity students, the privilege of of-
fering any sacrifice to his’ sacred
altar—more of that later. .- ‘
"What is “On' Dit,”” freshers and
others? I say that it is a part of
University life, your life—physical,
mental and spiritual: i.e., you can vent
your opinions in its columns;. you can
read and be closer to your. counter-
part in Law, Medicine, Arts, Dentis-
try, or what have you., Unity is our
aim—>by the written word that iz “On
Dit.”  Furthermore, the Exchange
Editor will keep us in touch with other
Australian Universities. o
We, being the more intellectually
inclined section of the community,
should be able to express reasoned,
sane, and valuable views on such mat-

ters as DPolitics and-Sexsbut-even—if——.

such views are not forthcoming, the
Tiditorial staff will surround itself
with a smoke-screen and produce the
most liberal views on such controver-
sial and worldly matters. Here we
align “On Dit” with recognised insti-
tutions like “The Advertiser”; so let
us state here and now that “The Ad-
vertiser'’ is not exactly our view of
an ideal newspaper. In war-time,
politics (or Politics) is in everybody’s
mind; naturally, then, the University
paper will concern itself, by your
sanction, of course, with politics (or
Politics). Do not wait to be inter-
viewed—write direct to the Editor,
who will publish any letter signed by
its author (not necessarily for publi-
cation). ‘The *“Co-respondence”
columns will be your forum.
Articles are invited for publication:
the Editor is expecting Axt criticism,
Verse (even Poetry), book reviews,
and reasonably decent photographs
will be considered. For your benefit,
too, an “Agony Column” is proposed:
until a Student Advigser is ingtalled
the staff of “On Dit” will devote it-
self to your problems (psychological
or otherwise) in thiz column. This
is a new departure and ought to be
welcomed—be frank and earnest, and
we'll be bloody, bold and resolute on
your behalf. ) : .

- 10!
Psst! Tread quietly on floor
outside Pub, room in the George

: _ W. WM, Murray. Men at work! Knoek
Chenustry Dept, ‘ and you may enter.
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¢ WEA. BOOKROOM = - ¢
&. Notwithstanding the difficulties of obtaining books, limited, supplies &
% are available and others are arriving at the W.E.A. BOOKROOM, &
& where University Textbooks and other books imay be procured: Y

‘WESTEEN DRIVE, UNIVERSITY.

. W.EA. Bookroom
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(;; Books obtained for students from almost anywhére, . < &
&~ Texthooks stocked. Statiomery supplies suitable for students. are &
2. available. Students will find our prices low.. =, 2;
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Front Office News

DURING the year severa:r staft

changes were made; the Conser-
vatorium lost one of its most ener-
getic members by the death of Mr.
Harry Wotton, who was teacher of
Singing at the Conservatorium since
1933. ,Mr. Ludwig Schwab was ap-
pointed teacher of the Violin, in place
of Haydn Beck, who resigned to lead
the Melbourne Orchestra.

Dr. E. Weston Hunt, who had been
Director of the Institute of Medical
and Veterinary Science since 1986, has
resigned to take up an important
gcientific appointment in England. The
Faculty of Engineering lost the ser-
vices of Mr. E. V. Clark, who gradu-
ated in 1896 and returned to the staff
of this University jn 1910.. The Facul-
ty of Medicine has appointed Dr. W.
K. Joynt Director. in Obstetrics, fol-
lowing  the resignation of Dr, T. G.
Wilson, who has rendered such valu-
able service not only to the faculty
but to-the University by his monetary
bequests and ever-helpful advice.

Mr. Richard Watson will speceed
Mr. Henry Wolton as teaeher of Sing-
ing; he is a former student of the
Royal College of Music, London,

Dr.;: C, T. Madigan has resumed
work in the Geology Dept. after 3
years’ service in charge of an Army
Ingineering  School at Liverpool,

Several changes have been made
in the staft of the Mathematics, de-
taile of which have not yet come to
hand, .Miss Betty Battle hns regumed
work 'as an instructress in Physical
Education under the direction of Dr.
P, Mitchell.

The war hag allected the Univer-
sity life in some measure over the
last yeakr.. There were 484 full-time
undergraduate students in the reserved

faculties of Medicine, Dentistry, En-

gineering, Science, including Agricul-
tural Science,

In the faculty of Axts thirty stu-
dents were reserved on grounds of
merit and four in the facuity of Law,
Approximately 40 per cent. of- the
students in reserved faculties received
financial. assistance; eight Arts stu-
dents and one Law student also came
under this scheme. The reserved facul-
ties wore severely taxed for accom-
.modation and the war work of the
various departments made the pres-
sure - felt very severely by the
Physics and Chemistry departments.
Our professors are all engaged in
some war-work outgide the University,
details of which will be found in the
annual report. )

Developing its policy of teaching
modern languages the council estab-
lished a Chair in French Language
and- Literature, to which Mr.
Cornell, former lecturer in charge, was
appointed. . A course of Biology was
initiated last year, mainly for the
benefit of school teachers; this added
to the courses already prescribed for
Botany and Zoology., Mr, Ramsay
wag appointed to the school of Eco-
nomics, part of his duties being to
lecture in- Rural Economics.

The Chancellor in his Commemora-
tion address gave details of numerous
bequests to the University. - The
future of Engineering has been pro-
vided for by the sum of £40,000,
£25,000. to provide for the establish-
ment of chairs in Mechanical and Elec-
trical Engineering. The new En-
gineering buildings mooted in 1942
are still in the planning stage, and
with the growing need for training
discharged servicemen ‘in post-war
years coupled with the University's
normal expansion, the projects for
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Physics and Engineering will be
needed ‘more than ever before.

_Speaking of financial assistance in
his Commemoration address the Chan-~
cellor sajd that £24,000 had conie to
Adelaide in the first year of financial
assistance, a quarter of a million hav-
ing been expended in the first year
for the whole nation.

The assistance scheme, he said, was
welcome to parents as well as to the
University, and could hardly fail to
raise the average ability as to en-
trance. He indicated that a measure
s0 popular as the above would become
even more popular when the means
test was abolished, and this fact
would perhaps obscure the far greater
duty of the Commonwealth in the
matter of grants to the Universities.

Sir William Mitchell also indicated
that we need not be frightened by
having to support a population of 50
millions in post-war years, but he said
on whoever we have to lean for de-
fence or with whom we are to be
harnesgsed must expect us to carry
4 population of 15 millions and carry
them well, .

Army liducation has also played an
important role in the WUniversity's
war work last year., Mr. M, S. Fin-
niss was appointed' by the Council to
take charge of these affairs, The
Joint Committee for Tutorial Classes
collaborated with the Army Education
officers and arranged courses of lec-
tures and conducted classes in mili-
tary camps and hospitals.

At the close of last year, Prof, Isles,
mrofessor of Tconomics, was called to
Meélbourne and served in the Army
as & Lt.-Colonel on special duties,

The following statistics of stu-
dents are given for general informa-
tion:—The number of undergraduates
was 1,168, non-graduating students
567, and post-graduate students 162.
Of non-graduating students 85 at-
tended from the School of Mines. Al
the Tlder Conservatorium 263 stu-
dents studied principal subjects, and
24 attended classes only. .

Alterations to buildings in the Uni-
versity have taken place during the
vacation; the front building hag been
altered and the kitchen of the Refec-
tory has been enlarged, Plans for a
‘higger Refeetory are in hand, and ‘it
ig hoped to publish details of these
in a later issue. . .

The question of financial agsistance
will also be more fully discussed in
later issues. It is hoped to stimulate
some discussion on this matter at a
later date. ‘

Prizes and Schelarships.

* The sum of £150 was donated by
the parents of the late Captain Jus-
tin Way Skipper to the University
to provide a prize in the Faculty of
Law. The prize, which is to the
value of £5, will be awarded annually
to the student of Law who acquits
himself best in the Faculty of Arts.

A.G.M. 'O'Theatre
Guild

The annual general meeting of the
Guild will be held in The Hut on
Friday, March 17, at 8 p.n. .

The committee hopes that there will
be a good attendance, of members,
when there will be opportunity for
discussion on Guild activities. It is
felt that, with increased interest in
membership, and by active helpers,
1944 will be even more suceessful than
the 1943 season,’

Members who - attended 1943 per-
formarnces, and have not yet paid their
gubseription, are asked to forward

“game to the hon. treasurer, to ensure

that they receive 1944 notices.
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| Literary Lapses

In 1936, without apologies, Phoenix
took over from the Adelaide Univer-
sity Magazine, with some success., It
provided an outlet for new and varied
works from the students, It was alive
then, but by 1989 Phoenix was on the
defensive. The magazine had set out
to supply an incentive and opportu-
nity for those students who were alive
enough to produce creative work.
Phoenix was on the defensive against
itgelf, for it became the symbol of a
“modern” spirit in contemporary lite-
rary thought; people misinterpreted
this modern movement, and compared
it unfavorably with more mature and
finished graduate works, This was
unfair, but led to Phoenix retiring
into ashes in 1940, to arise another
bird, “Angry Penguing.” It was felt
that genius was about 'in Adelaide;
this genius had to express itself. But
this magazine, started by D. B, Kexr
and M., Harris, in turn became too
ambitious, and swallowed its own tail.
Breaking away from the University,
it left ug without any medium for
those who found it too difficult to pub-
lish their work ese people who
have had silence thrust upon them
are now invited to contribute to On
Dit in this column,

Critic
The Vegetative Eye—Max Harris.

“The White Hind—Mary Williams.

MARY Williams, while showing
some occasional power, seems unable
to sustain it. Too much of her poetry
is difficult, and lacks those graces we
have come to expect, Granting that
poetry need not entertain, even so, a
deliberate rejection of convention, a
movement away from the common
reader, can do little to realise the
purpose of poetry—a communication
of fealt experience. We like to know
-what a poem is about when reading
it. DPoetry is not pure music, it is
mugic and meaning fused. Now, if
unusual knowledge or too greater in-
tellectual effort is required in its in-
terpretation, then poetry may well
expect to be overlooked, It would be
gafer for Miss Williamg te stick to
such poems ag “Said Miss Isadore
Duncan. . , .. They are more pro-
fitable,

HUMAN conduct -affords the best
raw material for the novelist. If he re-
presents this in a way which reflects
lifo faithfully, he is an artist. Max
Harrig, in “The Vegetative Bye,” goes
further, and feels bhound to account
for what he represents. He claims to
see his life and understand it in a
sense  not humanly possible, Haxris
has endeavored to create an ethical
philosophy of love and life based upon
hiz. own theories, The mistake he

" makes is to confuse such a philosophy

with an explanation of mental pro-
cesses, and a formula for regulating
them.

The novel is autobiographical from
the emotional side, but such a frank
recognition of his unconscious mind
does not call for such elaborate in-
trospection, nor hiz use of dream
symbolism, ‘Much of the psychology
in. the book is so steeped in pruriency
that it can be approached only with
armour and gas mask.  Harris sets
down -thonght which comes into con-
gciousness without apparent rvegard
for decency, propriety, and pertinence.

However, the work is more than
justified by his orderliness, sequence,
and conclusiveness. . Using the iriple
treatment-—emotional, intellectual, and
gensational—of his experience, he con-
structs . the work with a musical logic,
The theme of Harris and Jeannie is
subject to clever variations, in which
the characters writhe through emo-
tional experiences depending on en-
vironment . and  immediate existing
cause, . -

It is not with the passions of the

BROWN
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~ Brock on. the
University Spirit

[Paraphrase of impromptu speech
which  didn’t eventuate at the
Freshers’ Welcome.]

Fellow Freshers, we've been had.
But we aren’t the only ones. So have
the rest of the Varsity. ] o

The University. Spirit is a tradition
to which the léarned members. of this
community have hecome addiets. It
is an institution which has had a
longer, more secret, and—from the
point of view of those in the know—
more sucecessful existence than any
other underground. organigation yet
brought to public notice.

In fact, unless the necessary ac-
tion, outlined below, is taken to snatch
this powerful weapon from the hands
of the few who profit, by it to the
detriment of so. many, the  conse-
quences will be drastie. . ' .

What mindé we have that always
register ‘“absent-mindedness”. when
we observe thé moyé learned flatter-
ing zombies, Few have ever smelt a
rat (i.e, the University Spirit)—the
vest haven't _been close enough,
Nevertheless, it is a more potent
and ceremoniously brewer spirit than
Scotech Wassail or West End. ,

In the light of this knowledge, note
the irony invelyed in having ug told
by one of the clique that the Spirit
of the University .is one of enquiry.
If one enquires .long enough in the
quest of the Spirit, by the time he
has become a:‘prof.-and established
such scientific knowledge as the Law
of General Incapability of Freshers,
ete., he will surely be initiated inte
the mysteries of the University Spirit
and be given the official handbdok,
stating the j»manner .in which the
Spirit may be administered as:

(1) a beverage;

(2) a petrol substitute (1 c.e.
Spivit te1 gal. water);
(3) a painful method of  exter-

minating undesirable students.
What wonld have been the motive
of those in charge of the Physies
Lab.’s master clock if it were mnot
to Hé used as an iiistFument by which
the Spirit is shaken in the approved
cocktall manner. The necessity for
accurately weighing out weekly ra-
tions of the Spirit probably figured
largely in  prompting the inven-
tion of the micro-balance. The age-
old tradition of a musical accompani-
ment in the brewing of such brews
ig the reason why Prof. Cornell and
Dr. Davies can sing Hebrew chantg
of the “Marseillaise” and “Oh, Say,
Don't You See” in counterpoint.
The University Spirit has at lamt
come to the hands of justice, and has
thus been revealed. so' that it can be
put on the Refectory menu as soon
as possible. .

body or the senses alone that his
heroes contend, but those of the mind.
The fire that burns within them is
abstraction: and the -fuel that re-
plenishes them is thought, Their con-
duet becomes the result of argumen-
tation—~of abstracts, the nature of
God, and the ethics of love. .

By epilepsy the body is made te
display - detachment from the spirit.
The body becomes non-existent at the
moments - of supreme -ecstasy. It
geems that hére a brain is depicted
wherein some. of the mechanisms are
disordered, vet. able to remain supe-
rior mox;aj_ly.to others less affected,
and that weaknesses or maladjust- -
ments put the: posgessor in tune with
the Infinite—blending him with the
Eternal Harmony--restoring him tent-
porarily to the Souvrce of his Teni-
poral Emanation.' " *

We need intrepid souls who will
bare their psychie breasts o reveal
their -unconventional * and -primitive
minds without fear or shame. That
Mr. Harris is one of these more than,
justifies “his unusval if not revolu-
tionary -work. St -
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Vi’n'sity Victorious

Cricket
Report of cricket match against
. Kensington .on March 4 and 11.
- Kensington started well and had
87 on the board for the loss of only
two wickets for: University bowlers
“obtained the upper-hand and bundled
out the remainirig batsmen  for the
~addition of only 60 runs. Beard, Uni-
versity opening bowler, bowled well
to take 4 wickets for 20 runs. He
was nnfortunate to miss the hat triek,
taking three wickets in four balls,
University batsmen were at sea
against the bowling of Clarrie Grim-
mett, and by .stumps 7 wickets had
fallen for 56 runs, On the following
Saturday matters were made worse by
a “gticky wicket’ and the last three
wickets fell without addition to the
“score. Bennett and Taylor were the
only batsmen to reach double figures.
Kensington  batted again, and
against the Dbowling of Bennett
" (8/26), Rook (2/0), and Beard (2/13)
only managed to mmake 5B runs.
- University had 137 ring to make to
‘win, but Grimmett and Barnden wére
again “on the spot,” and the last
yicket fell at 50.  Goode, Rook, and
“Kenihan were the only batsmen to
make a stand. Varsity batsmen could
start quite a respectablé poultry farm
“on the resultg of this match.

KENSINGTON.

Tirst Innings .. o e oo won 137
Bowling: Beard 4/20, Bennett 1/15,
Dalv 0/13, Page 1/39, Rook 1/15,
Taylor 2/14.
: wa 8 for 55

Second Imnings .. w..
(Declared.)
Bowling: Beard 2/18, Bennett 3/26,
Pare 1/7, Rook 2/0.
UNIVERSITY.
First Innings ... w

56

Rodger, st. Pengilly, b. Grimmett 2
Taylor, Lb.w., b. Grimmett .. ... 10
Goode, run out .. s e e S
~~Bennett, b, Grimmett . o wwe w18
Douglas, e¢. Pengilly, b. Grim-
Rook, ¢. Caire, b. Barnden ... 5
Kenihan, st. Pengilly, b. Grim-

h MEEL s e e e . 2
Hallett, ¢. Dansie, b. Barnden .. 0
Daly, ¢. Rosgiter, b. Barnden ... 0
Page, c. Caire, b. Barnden o 0
Beard, not out e e wer v o e 0

SUNAries v cm s woe me o, 8

Second Innings
Second Innings ... o v w50
Taylor, c. Dansie, b, Grimmett 3
Rodger, c¢. Dansie,. b. Barnden .. 1{

Douglas, b. Barinden . v e wm ]
Daly, ¢, Potts, b, Grimmett ... 1
Page, ¢, Rogsiter, b, Barnden .. 0
Bennett, ¢. Potts, b. Barnden .. 1
. Goode, Lb,w., b. Barnden ... ... 16

Hallett, ¢, Pengilly, b. Barndei 0
Rook, c. Rossiter, b, Grimmett .. 16
Kenihan, c. Dansie, b. Grimmett 18

Beard, not out: i wu i
SUNATIES rint o s vvre psss s s 2
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Athletics

Despite the fa¢t that none of the

members of our successful junior team
‘of last vear were still eligible to com-
pete for the H. R. Walsh Junior Chal-
léenge Shield on March 4 and 11, we
tied for third out of nine competing
teams. Outstanding for Varsity was
J. Harbison, who won the 120 hurdles,
high jump, and the pole vault, in which
he created a State junior record at 9
ft. 68 in. D, Hayden was second in
the 440 and R. Harvey second in the
broad jump., Harbison was awarded
the cup for the best junior perform-
ance. - ‘ .
For the genior scratch events, M.
Tlliott won the 440 and the 880, XK.
Stephens won the mile, and J. Prescott
the high jump.  G. Cheesman won the
handicap 100 yards and won the handi-
cap shot putt from scratch,

Club letters have heen awarded to
four members for 1948--J. Stevens,
R. Lewis, F. Doman, and J. Bundey.

Varsity sports will probably be held
about the end of April and the inter-
club fixture will probably be early in
May. . We have now won this for

three years in suceession; and-this year -

would like to enter two teams, as we
did last year, so all interested in ath-
leties are asked o start training now.

g £ st

Tennis

AJUNDT.C

Tor the sake of freshers and others
who are not quite so fresh, the non-
pennant teunis club is centred aronnd
five grass courts at the University
Oval,

As yet no ball fee has been charged
this season, and the only qualification
is to be a member or prospective mem-
ber of the Sporls Association.

Membership is NOT confined to
males; “au contraire!” the female sex
is agsured of a warm welcome, especi-
ally the “fresher” omes.

Our second warm welcome is for
those who can bring along or tell us
how to get some tennis balls. Miracu-
lously last year's supply &till holds the
fovt, but reinforcements are uvgently
needed.

The atternoon is not spent battling
[or sheep stations, and everyone has a
good game,

Among last year’s activities was a
“hall,” the best of the year. Side-
line gossip indicates that another is
in the wind.

So, come along next Saturday after-
noon, bringing a ball or two if pog-
sible.~W. J. M

E ES W
Pennant Tennis

There was only one grade of pen-
nant tennis at the Memorial Drive
this year—of the eight teams Var-
sity was fifth, missing a position in
the “four” due to the “million to one”
chance of Army and Air Fovce tying
in the last mateh of the minor round;
but for this, Varsity would have de-
feated the loger of this mateh on per-
centage. The team this year con-
sisted of four of:—J. A, B. Rolland,
(. I, Cheesman, M. E. Nancarrow, C.
(. Wilson, D. R. Andergon,

» N. Hosking, D. N. Robinson, D. R,

Drew were also playing at “the
Drive,” but were absorbed in other
teams.

ki

‘Boat '“Club

At Tunch time today, Wednesday, at
1.20 p.m,, there ig a meeting of the
Boat Club in the chess room. We
ask all those intevested in rowing to
attend,

Our club has a great reputation to
live up to.  Throughout the last 50
vears it has held a high-ranking place
in rowing civeles in this State. In
the past four years our senior eight
has been unbeaten. Last December,
dne to excellenf coaching and plenty
of hard work our senior eight defeated
the Torrens crew by 4 length in a
challenge race.  We express our sin-
ceve thanks to Mr. Stanley Facy, the
coach. ~ Also our junior eight, ener-
getically coached by Dr. C. T. Madi-
gan, was successful against allcomers
at a regatta last December. Thank
you, Dr. Madigan,

We hope to maintain this standard
this vear, commencing next Saturday,
when our senior crew is rowing in a
250-yard dash race.

Cox—Wrllie, G. G.
‘Stroke—Burston, I, A,
7—Guppy, D, J.
6—Abbott, C. L,
5—Bonnin, J, A,
4—Trembath, F. E.
3—-—Wurm, R. 8.
2—TLavis, J. B,
Bow-—Nicholls, J. M.

Tt is our hope to again have a good
junior eight and we especially -invite
intercollegiate oarsmen to come to the
meeting when  applicants to fill the
positions will be asked for. Also we
would very much like to see our light-
weight applicants for the positions of
coxgwaing for our crews at this meet-
ing. :

FRESHERS  INTERVIEWED

Great Personality Man Mr.
' Brock.

Max Hashish says Brock has per-
sonality. Brock has heard of Angry
Penguins, A.P. not screwballs. Brock
says Hashish OXK. At this Max
Hashish said that Brock would be
most famous student in Varsity. Mr.
Brock not a. Commo (Brock 0.K.).
Has never heard of On Dit. (Fashish
says Brock still O.K.,, but Beeviss-
Carr doubtful.)

Do Med. students stink ?7—Brock
says yes.

What about Varsity Dolls 7—Wants
to keep on right side of them, so re-
serves statements till after Freshers’
Dance. Claims to mow down Dames
in a fashion. Hashish says Brock is
Varsity's greatest Killer~diller.

Brock heard of Freud. Brock heard
of Bevigs-Carr. At this, B.-C. pro-
claims him definitely O.K. and Uni-
versity personality man No. 1.

Blonde Bombshell Fails to
Explode.

Said she was Miss Weismuller, but
not related to Tarzan. Heard too
much of On Dit; fainted when she
saw editor. Seen enough of Varsity
men. Dreams of tooth brushes (very
significant: see Ireud),

Smallest Med. Fresher.
Suitable Cox (Wt, 6 st. 11 1b.)

Unfortunately heard of On Dit.
Opit a funny man, but can’t help it.
Has not seen enough Dolls to give
an opinion. Seems to be one of the
old school tie. A little man who
sh'o(;lld go a long way, as the monkey
gaid.

| S.C.M.' .Notes

Varsity S.C.M. got its programme
for 1944 well under way on Friday
lagt with a Treshers’ Welcome to
ghame all Freshers’ Welcomes. The
effort seemed to be appreciated by
most of the 200 or so folk there. The
Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Prof.
J. G. Cornell, spoke on the nature
and pursuance of the gpirit of enquiry
in the University. Geoff. (Buck)
Jones and Margaret Keene, presidents
for this year, showed just what the
S.C.M. does in the Vargity and why
and how. . :

The second and slightly lighter side
of the welcome was notable for the
talent revealed by members and pros-
pective members of the S.C.M. We
feel confident that everyone mnow
knows the story of Little Red Riding
Hood, and how to lay tram lines.

Perhaps the most important of
8.C.M. activities are study cireles open
to everyone, whethér orthodox or
atheist, with an enquiring mind. This
vear there will be four: “Why Chris-
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George Murray, 1.20 p.m.,
Monday, March 27.
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tianity ?’ led by. Mr, ‘Arnold Hunt,
B.A.,, “Science, Chrigtianity, and
Tyutly,” Mr. Charles Birch, M.Se.,
“Social Implications of Christianity,”
Rev. J. R. Andrew, “The Awakening
of Human. Nature,” Mr. Ken New-
man, B,A., B.Ec.—none of which you
can really afford to miss. You should

- make a point of going to at least one!

_ Then there are lunch-hour ad-
dresges, the first of which, “Chrig~

tianity Outdated ?” will be given by’

the Rev. J. H. Crossley .on Wednes-
day, March 22.

End of term conférences, which
come in a class of their own, have to
be seen to be believed, or should we
say, experienced to be appreciated.
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And so we say farewell to On Dit,
vol, 12, No. 1, taken in multiplane,
technicolor, and printed by E. J.
McAlister & Co,, 24 Blyth Street, Ade-
laide. A Roy K. Leaney Production!

Science Association

This society will be holding its
first meeting on Tuesday, March 21,
in the Lady Symon Hall, at 7.0,
Considerable scientific research has
been undertaken to ensure that pro-
ceedings are colorful and up to
gerateh. .

Owing to Graeme Rainnie going to
Melbourne, we have to elect a new
president at this meeting., Once this
is disposed of, the programme will
inelude the patron’s remarks by Prof.
J. 8. Wood, a pep talk by the new
president, films scientific and other-
wige, dancing, and, of course,
Freshers” Welcome,

This society exists for the express
purpose of bringing science students
together. The advantages of meeting
people with kindred interests outside
the lecture room need not be empha-
sised. Tven a scientist is apt to for-
get that there is move to science than
just Physics or Botany; the pro-
gramnte of the Science Association is
ax"r:‘anged to help you keep out of the
rut.

We are not an exclusive society,
and welcome ‘anyone whatever of
whatever faculty., Tull time science
students, of course, are expected to
join,

The activities of the society are
varied, including staff talks, student
papers, excursions, debates, and a
social evening in the second term., We
even propose to bring out some sort
of“Seience Notes and News this year.

The memnbership fees are 7/6 a
vear, with a discount of 6d, if they
are paid before the first meeting. So

_ pay your 7/-, freshers and others, and

roll along te the first méeting on
Mareh 21.  Accommodation for 78
freshers is available in the Royal Ade-
laide Hospital and “Mareeba’’ Babies’
£I20me tor the nights of March 21 and

A.U.E.S.

Treasurer, N. 8. Vawser; Secretary,
J. R. Kleeman.

. The Adelaide University Engineer-
ing Society is now one of the largest
and liveliest bodies in the University.
It welcomes those students and others
connected -with the University who
are Interested in Engineering to par-
ticipate in its activities, the catch
being that they must meet their
financial obligations—necessary to
keep the Society well filled and happy
and to meet all incidental expenses,
The subseription is G/-, payable to
the treagurer, N. Vawser, NOW.,

. The faculty is ever taking a more
important position in the Varsity, due
to better quality and greater quan-
tity entering the Engineering School.
This year the full-time student enrol-
ment is 47, while last year . the
phenomenal number of 80 freshers
ventured the course. Thisz figure
takes no account of part-time men,

The objects briefly are to encourage
social - life among students, to
promote the study and knowledge of
engineering, and - to encourage stu-
dents in public speaking on engineer-
ing subjects

An innoviation' last year was the
formation of a debating club as a sub-
section of the Society, and several
national problems, such as the Rail-
way Gauge problem, have been solved,
more or less! S

A most successful dance was held
at the end of last year for the gradu-
ating students, the F.F.C.F. benefiting
by nearly £40, .-

The Junier and Students’ branch
of the LE.A, welcomes satudents to
its meetings' during the year.

very active - programme  is
planned by the Society for this year,
with many meetings ‘and debates, and
many social activities, = foremost
among which is the meéeting on Wed-
nesday, March 22, to give freshers an
opportunity to meet the sénior stu-
dents,” or,. should we -say, for the
senior students to meet them. All
full-time freshers are -éarnestly ad-
vised not to abgent theinselyes from
this function,: On the following Wed-
nesday, March 29, the first ordinary
general meeting will bé Hhéld, and
there will be an. opportunity after-
wards for all Freshmen to meet the
Professors and Lecturers.






