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engineering

Bob Phelps, Campaign Officer for the Aus-
tralian Conservation Foundation, argues
that uniform Federal legislation is needed
to monitor genetic experiments on animals
that may adversely affect the environment
rather than benefitting the population.
Phelps claims that these problems are
being ignored by the Hawke government.

Australian ConservationFounda-
tion concerns about genetic engi-
neering aremuch broader than the
anauthorised release of transgenic
pigs, reported in the last issue of
On Dit. The public is asking if
Metrotec was the only organisa-
tion to flout the GMAC's voluntary
guidelines, which were designed
for contained laboratory work and
cannot adequately control com-
- merclal biotechnology. .

‘Anational uniform system ofnew
laws, as recommended by the Vic-
torian LawReform Commission and
the Australian Environment Coun-
cil is urgently needed. It should

" include mandatory notification,
environmental and social impact

assessment, monitoring, and no-
tice to the public of all live release
proposals. Existing laws, to moni-
tor Inanimate materials such as
chemicals, areunsuited to regulat-
ing live organisms that proliferate
andspread inthe environment and
do not respect political bounda-
ries.

The Federal Government must
takethelead and establish aninde-
pendent public inquiry, with pub-
lic, NGO, and government repre-
sentationto reviewbiotechnology
deveiopments, ACF rejects plans
fortheParliamentaryIndustry, Sci-
ence and Technology Committee
to control the hearings, as the pri-
mary focus would be on the com-

news comment

The ethics of anin

1al

merclal potential of genetic engi-
neering. Until the inquiry’s finding
and recommendations have been
widely discussed and a publicly
acceptable regime is established,
and release of genetically engi-
neered organisms should be pro-
hibited.

ACF concemns are not misplaced.
Hundreds of projects throughout
Australia are engineering animals,

‘plants and micro-organisms which

may have a variety of impacts.
Someexamples include, the poten-
tial for havoc in the natural envir-
fonment of fish designed to grow
faster and blgger than thelr undo-
mesticated relatives. Patent own-
ership of engineered animals and
plants which would allow biotech
companies to commandeer the
work of traditional breeders (by
theaddition or deletion of only one
gene) leading to greatermonopoly
control of the food supply. The
engineering ofherbicidetolerance
into crop plants (> 27 cropstodate)

which would encourage the In-
creased and less discriminate use

of these harmful chemicals. Pro-
fessor Kerr of the WAITE Agricul-
tural Institute is among the crltlcs
of herbicide resistance.

ACF hopes that researchers,
institutions and the public will
come tounderstand the wisdom of
a new approach and get behind
these initiatives to properly regu-

late commercial blotechnology
before it begins, not after prob-
lems arise.

Is Health Care in Austra-
lian Teaching Hospitals
Inadequate?

As a South Australian medical student I must draw
your attention to the numerous problems in the
current intern year. Medical graduates from Austra-
lian universities are currently subjected to an unpro-

_ ductive year as glorified clerks.

Arecentsurveyof South Austra-
lian'teaching hospitals found that
less than 5 percent of an intern’s
- time s spent In fornial education.

*Interns are ranked on the basis of

" academic results, and as-a result
o thosewlthahlgheracademlcstand—
ing get placements in well super-

- vised teaching hospitals, and the
rest spend a year in remote coun-
try hospitals, often as the only
doctor on duty for the weekend. In

-.countryorsuburban teaching hos-
pitals exhausted interns working

" 'upto 36 hourshifts canniot provide
, \adecg'uate health care for the com-

‘munlty
“Some of the central problems

’ “ outlined in the review of education
‘and training for general practiceln .

: fSouth Australla include:

1. Interns do not get sufficlent -

clinical responsibility (under su-

e pérvision) to prepare them for un-

‘supervised general practice.

2. The teaching hospital Is the
province of the medical specialist

and patient care is often frag--

mented into parts of the human
body. The fundamental princlple

- of general practise, that of “whole
patient care”, often doesn’t apply e

tohospital settings.

3.-Who is responsible for organ-

isational structure of the Intern
year? The universities have no offi-
clal involvement, despite the fact
thatitis the second andlast period
of basic medical education. The
medical board has overall change
of the intern period but has little
capacity to implement changes.

The day to day supervision of in-
_terns is supposedly organised by

the teaching hosplitals.
Flinders Medical Centre must be
congratulated for moves this year

by the hospital administration:to :

interviewinterns confidentially on
several occasions during their In-

ternyear about thelrconcerns, with

aviewtoimproving theintérnyear.
However, tomyknowledge no such
steps have been taken at other
South Australian teaching hospi-
tals. As a band-aid solution to this

-problem the introduction of a sec-

ond preregistration year for in-
terns has been proposed is South
Australia, Tasmania and Queens-
land. The Australian medical Stu-
dents’ Associatlon is opposed: to
two year preregistration for the

: following reasons:

1. Lack of flexibility. AMSA be-
lieves that the second pre-registra-
tion year-will impose unjustified

restrictions on second year doc-

tors. Webelieves that doctors, after
one year of practice, should have
the freedom to:

e change hospitals .

* move interstate

* work overseas

¢ defertheir careers forlamlly or
other personalreasons - -
» to start streaming Into speclali-
ties, -

2, lmpllcatlons for women. 50%
of graduates are currently women.
We believe that the length of the
course, the peripheral and coun-
try rotations and- the Irregular
hours if internship, on top of the

HECS burden will particularly dis-
courage women from entering the
professionin the future.

3. Length of time. We believes
that asecond pre-registrationyear
Is - unnecessary because seven
years should be asufficient period
totrain a professional to a point of
some independence. If this is not
presently the case in the medical
profession, thenthe wayto resolve
this is by change within th course
and current Intern year, not bye
extension.

4, The possibility of explolta-
tion. Wefear that the implementa-
tion of this proposal willnotlead to
Improved health care-but will be
used by the hospitals as a source
of cheap labour to-solve current
staff shortages. This is of particu-
lar concern given current intern
working conditions. It should be
recognised that around 98% of in-
terns remain within the hospital

system voluntarily.ltisbutahand-

ful that plunge directly into inde-
pendent practice. Webelieves this
could beprevented by supervlslon

. procedures.

Following extenslvestudentlob-
bying in 1989 the current govern-
ments InNSW and Victoria assured

medical students that te second .

pre-registration year will nét be

- implelented in those states. Whyls

it that now the refuted NSW pro-

"posal has been presented to-stu-

dentsinSA, Tasmaniaand Queens-
land? Surely a single well super-
vised, structured intemn year fol-

lowed by contlnulng medlcal edu-
cation can be achieved withgut an

extension - of the preregistration .

period.

TheAustralian Medical Students
Assoclation (AMSA) is the repre-
sentative voice for all medical stu-
dents in Australia and is Involved
in the political as well as educa-
tional and soclal aspects of medi-
cal student life. This year Flinders
MedicalSchoolis host to the AMSA
National Executive, it consists of
Lesley McGregor (Secretary), Ky-
lie Austin (Treasurer), Andrew
Pearce (Lialson Officer), and my-
self as President. With an increase
in funding from the AMA this year
we have been able to employ a
third year deferring medlcal stu-

.'dent. from Adelaide University,

Michelle Chew, as the AMSA Na-

_tional Coordinator. This position

will be availalble again for 9months
next year for a deferring medical
student prepared to live in the
Executive state, .
Tanla Morgan
AMSA President 1990/91

Any suggestions or comments
should be directed to:
AMSA Secretarlat,
C/- Student Undergraduate Of-
fice,. ‘
Level 5, Fllnders Medlcal Centre,
Bedford Park, 5.A. 5042

Ph: (08) 374 1159
Fax: (08) 277 0085
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Andrew Lamb new
Union President

Andrew Hamilton has resigned as President of Union Board, and Andrew
Lamb, from the Labor Club, has been elected to fill the position.

Hamillton notified the Union Sec-
retary Manager, Robert Brice, of
his resignation on the morning of
Monday May the 7th, before the
Union Board meeting held that
evening. The left and some Inde-
pendent board members had
moved a sackmotion whichwasto
be voted on at the meeting.

Hamilton's presidency was
marred by controversy from the
outset. Left-wing and Independent
Board members had criticised him
all year, alleging he was unable to

solve industrial disputes, particu-
larly the no-confidence motion
moved in Robert Brice.

They also claimed that Hamil-
ton, a full time 5th year Medical
student, did not have enough time
to honour his obligations as Union
President.

Hamilton insists that the sack’
motion was politically motivated.
In his letter of resignation he cites
his “..Inability to depoliticize the
Board so that it may put student
issues at a higjher priority than

politics” as themain reason for his
resignation.

AndrewLamb defeated Christian
Independent Peter Jackson to
become the new President.

Lamb told On Dit that he will
“..return the Union to the level of
efficiency it had in the last few
years”,addingthat “theconfidence
ofstaffand students inBoardneeds
to be restored.”

“I will strive to make industrial
relations within the Union work
properly” he said.

Lamb refuted the allegation that
political factionalisationis destroy-
ing the Union. Given the $8.5 mil-
lion budget the Union has to work
with, Lamb ciaims that political
differences are inevitable,

He added that recent disputes

7

Andrew Lamb

within the Union had more to do
with mismanagement than faction-
alisation.
David Penberthy ;
Steve Jackson .

Liberal Club to hold
policy discussions.

The Adelaide Uni versity Liberal Club is holding a series of policy discussions
in the run up to the SAUA election.

Nick Vincent, an executive mem-
ber of the Liberal Club, told On Dit
that the Club * wants students to
beaware of its policies, rather than
keeping them to ourselves as an
internal thing.”

The results of the policy meet-
ings will be prepared and distrib-
uted to students, Vincent said.

“At the moment, we're concen-
trating on issues of childcare and
theenvironment, and over thenext
few weeks we'll examine broader
education Issues and student un-
ionism.”

TheLiberal Club's environmental
policy states acommitment to the
Environment Officer position. Vin-

cent said that the Environment
Officers should consider settingup
a campus-based environmental
task force, made up of lecturers
and students, to operate on a na-
tional level.

“It'slecturers and students, par-
ticularly from the Environmental
Studies Department, who. know
what's goingon, notthe politicians.
That’s the problem- allthe politi-
clans are hopping in to have thelr
say when they really don’t know
what's going on.

“Sure, the Federal Liberal Party
didn’t have an environmental pol-

‘icy at all, but the ALP has done

nothing to stop logging of raln-

forests in Victoria. It’s things like
this which an environmental task
force could look into.”

BelindaLovall, Vice-President of
the Liberal Club, told On Dit that
the Clubis committed to maintain-
ing and expanding childcare.

“The emphasis in childcare
shiould be tonot onlylook after the
children but to offer programmes
almingto foster the physical, emo-
tional and mental well being of the
childrenin care.”

The question of voluntary or
automatic student unionism has
not yet been resolved within the
Liberal Club. Although most Lib
eral Clubs on campuses Interstate

are cominitted to voluntary stu-
dent unionism, the Adelaide Uni-
versity Club seems to be split over

- the issue. Rumour has it that the

Liberals have shelved theldea but
will be discussing a long term vol-

Belinda Lov all

untary union scheme which will
prevent any destructionof student
services,

David Penberthy

In Memory of
Tlanenmen Square

. Itisalmosta year since the Chinese Govemment brutally crushed the pro-de—

mocracy movement in Beijing. The Chinese Democracy Support Group (GA) has .
‘organised an exhibition of photographs from the June massacre as a reminder .
of a tragic event which the Chinese government is still attempting to coverup.

The Chinese DemocracySupport‘

Group says that “the photos will
shake, sadden and offend but they
must be shown to serve as a re-
minder of these horrific events.”

Most of thephotos were secretly |
taken inaBeljinghospital and were.
smuggled out of Chinaby Western--

ers.
The photographs form part of an
. exhibition dealing with the op-
. 'pressed which opens In the Union
Gallery on the 4th of June.
CISCAC (The Committee in Soli-
~ darity with Central America and

'the photos will
shake, sadden
and offend but
they must be
- shown as a re--
minder of these
horrific events.'

.the Caribbean) is presentlng adis-

“playof handlcrafts!romwartornEl B

Salvador. i
In addition, the Broad Left Law
Group is presenting an historical

documentation and poetry exhibi:
tion depicting thelife and death of

an Italian anarchist during World
Warll ln an Australlan lntemment
camp, -

. 1f you would like more informa-
’tion regarding the exhibitiens,

contact Jenny Jones in: the Unlon 1

Gallery
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Shortage of Australian
Engineering graduates
'threat to technological

future’

Australia needed to increase its number of engi-
neers and tertiary funding if it was to have any tech-
nological future, accordoing to the president of the
Institution of Engineers, Australia.

Dr Mike Sargent recently com-
pleted atour of South-East Asia. He
said that most South-East Asian
countries saw themselves as fu-
ture providers of intellectual ca-
pacity. Several countries had na-
tional strategles to boost their
numbers of engineers.

Singapore produced 1,200 gradu-
ateengineers ayear, out of a popu-
lation of 2.6 million, whereas Aus-
tralia produces only about 3,500
graduates a year out of a popula-
tion of 17 million.

“It seems to me In Australia we
need to recognise that the trend is
towards a more highly educated

andmorehighlyskilled workforce,”
sald Dr Sargent.

“Perhapstheyneed to start think-
ing about better salaries for engi-
neering and sclentific academics,”
he said.

The Dean of the EngineeringFac-
ulty, Professor Agnew, agreed that
Australia was producing too few
engineering graduates and that
there was not enough financial in-
centive for students to become
engineers.

He told On Dit that, “We’re not
having a great problem here at the
univeristy, but ... problems are
showing up more in other states
where the number of students

wanting to do engineering now is
starting to drop off.” He said that
“they’re (tertiary institutions)
having trouble getting enough stu-
dents in who have good enough
passes inmaths, physics and chem-
istry in order to be able to cope
with the course”.

Professor Agnew thought that
students with good passesinthese
subjects were probably being at-
tracted to economics, commerce
and possibly into computer sci-
enceand law. “I think students have
locoked at opportunities in the
business arena as being perhaps
more rewarding than careers in
engineering.”

He said that “the pay for engi-
neers is not as good as it should be
...toattract themin”and that “they
can see people In business per-
haps making blgger dollars than
engineers”.

“In fact, I would say that our
graduates from the University of
Adelaide are on a par ... Starting
salaries for engineering graduates
this year would have been around
about $27,000 to $30,000/$31,000.”

The Minister for Employment,
Education and Training, John
Dawkins, had sald recently that he
believed that Australia had to pay
its engineers, scientists and teach-
ers a lot more than it had been If
Australia was golng to attract the
best people, said Professor Agnew.

Dr Sargent has also claimed that
tertiary institutions lacked funds
tobuymoderntraining equipment
and were starved of teaching staff.

Professor Agnew said that Ade-
laide University was being
squeezed all of the time. “As each
year goes by, our fundingis getting
less and less per student, We have
verylittlemoneytobuynewequip-
ment. We would have ... about ten
million dollars worth of equipment
in the faculty, most of which is
getting to be obsolete, if it’s not
obsoletealready. And wejust don't
get the sort of money to help us
replace that equipment.”

Adelaide University had in-
creased its quota from 160 in 1987
to 225 this year. But it could not
takein any more students unless it
got a new building and extra staff.
It would beup to the South Austra-
lfanInstituteof Technologyto take
in extrastudents, There was aiso a

plan for ajoint engineering faculty
between the Institute and Flinders
University.

“The Willlams Committee report
-that was the review of the discip-
ine of engineering - suggests that
we ought to grow to about 950
(engineering students). But with
our currentresources, we canonly
grow to 700,” said Professor Ag-
new.

“One think that Is worrying to
the profession and should be wor-
rying to the community Is that in
order to provide the number of en-
gineers the community needs the
Government |s brining them in by
migration ... the latest figures ..
indicate that the number of mi-
grants has growntobeequal tothe
number of graduates being turned
out ... S0 there’s 3,000 graduating
and about another 3,000 coming
into the country, which we believe
is too many.”

Prolessor Agnew said that the
United States of Americaaisohad a
shortage of engineers. Hesaid that
they would have to import them
from other countrles, including
Australia. To do this, the United
States would have to offer higher
salaries. So, If engineers’ pay was
not high enough in Australia, then
a lot of them probably would go
overseas.

Cathi Walker

Special Graduation
Ceremony for
Flinders University
Overseas Students

A unique graduation ceremony for Malaysian stu- |

dents graduating from Flinders University took place
in Kuala Lumpur on May 20.

It was the first time that an Aus-
tralianuniversity hadheld agradu-
ation ceremony in Malaysia, the
- - Further Education  Minister, Mr
 Michael Rann, has said; ‘

" He intended ‘the ceremony to

“kick off” the campaign to sell Ade-
laide as a university city and to

. attract more-Asian students to

‘'study in Australia.

The Vice-chancellor of Flinders
University; Professor John Lover-
- ing, told On Dit that “In the’ past,

they (Malaysian students) would

have had to have come back to

Australla to go through the gradu-

~". ation procedure and ... they cer-

. . tainly wouldn't be able todoitto
“~have their friends and famlly pres-

ent.”

' plan had been “very, very favour-
~ ‘able”, Thirty-sevenstudents gradu-
ated and three of them were PhDs,
‘There had been a major response
- from their family and friends.:

“We're looking to give the over- -

- seas students the same sort of
~graduation that we glve our Aus-
g trallan students

-He sald that the response to the

Professor -Lovering sald, “We
couldn’t do it in every country
because wedon't have very signifi-
cantnumbers from other countries
... Butthe Malaysian students make
up nearly50% of our total overseas
student numbers.” This is about

200 out of the 400 overseas stu- |

- dents at Flinders University,’
- Mr Rann left Australia on May 9
for a.ten day trip to Malaysia, Sin-

. gapore and Indonesia. He gave the
‘graduation address to ‘the Malay-

slan students,
~ He has claimed that the trlp wiil
lead to an increase In overseas
students in South Australian terti-
ary - institutions - of over three
hundred percent by 1993. .
Accompanying him on his trlp
‘were representatives of Adelalde

University, Flinders University, the.

South Australianinstitute of Tech-

nology and the South Australian

College of Advanced Educatlon
Cathi Walker :

Left win in Labor
Club AGM

elections-

Steel

new President

The Adelaide University Labor Club has elected its

executive for 1990/91. For the second year running,
the left of the Labor Club has won a majority of

positions.

lan Steel (above)'deféated the

centre/rlght candidate Andrew
Lamb by 58 votes to 43 to become
Presldent,and KamalFarouque de-
feated the centre/right candidate
Justin Jarvis by 60 votes to 41 to
become Vice-President.

~ Inhis speech to the Club, Steel
said that the Labor Club should

strive. ‘to’ promote”“tradltional‘

Labor ideals and socialist ideals”

| and“should try to work with other -

groups on campus » Basihg much

" | of his speech on the Labor Club's

record over the last year and his

workin the Student'’s Assoclation,

Steel said that under the left the
Labor Club had been more active
and run more democratically .

He was critical of the right's at-
temptiosteamroll voting for NOLS
delegates through at the AGM,
clalming that it was thls sort of
behaviour by the right. that had
forced the stackout at last year’s

. meeting.

Lamb told the Club that he
wanted to fight the idea that “join-
ing the ALP is regarded as selllng

out.” He claimed that under the

control of the left the Labor Club
had stagnated and allenated many
of its members.

“Heblamed this alienation on the
factions within the Labor Club.

“You don’t encourage participa-
tion in-a party If you behave like
troglodytes. People who -aren't
even twenty have been joining

- factions....they shouldn't have to

join afaction at such an earlyage.”

In outlining his plans for the fol-
lowing year, Steel told On Dit that
the club will “promote a progres-
sive outlook and critical discus-

sion of student and broad issues.”

“It is important that we in the
Club can work together and with
other progressive groups. Real
galns can be made by students
through involvement in the broad
left and through participation in
student representation on cam-
pus.”

The rest of the candidates for
office bearer positions wereelected
unopposed.

Jo Dyer (independent) -was
elected Secretary, Bill Pan-
agiotopolous (centre/right) as
Asslstant Secretary, Kirsty McKen-
zie (centre/right) as Treasurer,
Amy Barret (left) as Women's Offi-
cer and Simon Morris (left) and
Haroon Hassan (independent) as
Media Officers. .

Last year’s Labor Club AGM was
marred with controversyafter both
the left and right accused each
other of stacking the meeting and
perverting thedemocratic process.
By comparlson, this year's AGM
was a sedate affair.

"The only real conttoversy oc-
curred when the centre/right re-
vealed that they intended to hold
the vote for National Organisation
ofLabor Students (NOLS) Delegates
at the AGM. Conventionally, the
vote for NOLS delegates has been
held at a later meeting.

The Retumlng Officer, Mr. John
Hill, was questioned by Club
members astowhetherit would be
more democratic to abide by con-
vention and suspend the vote for
NOLS delegates untit a later date,
Mr Hill said that since there was

-nothing in the constitution disal-
lowing the vote, it would proceed.

The right ended up winning 9 of
the 17 positions, the left 6 and the -
Independents 2. .

David Penberthy
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Flagons, Burgers and
Editorial Integrity

Dear Editors,

We wish to express our
disgust at the flagrant abuse of
edlitorial discretion displayed in
the article “A Night of Elegance:
Flagon and Burger Frenzy”. The
decision to award the title of
Best Goon to D’Arenberg Dry
Red, which recelved five stars
against our will, Is an insult to
our collective judgement and the
practice of winemaking in
general. We can but assume that
this Is indicative of the tragic
and debllitating effects suffered -
by the editors from their re-
peated savouring of this foul and
unholy liquor.

Yours in repulsion,

Andrew Joyner

David Sag

Andrew Champion

Paul Champion

Dear complainants,

The fact that D'Arenberg came
in at number one has absolutely
nothing to do with editorial
manipulation, alcohoi depend-
ency or contra deals between On
Dit and the (underrated)

McLaren Vine wine makers. It
was more a case of D'Arenberg
being wine number ten in the’
selection of reds. By the time
you four rather frail participants
reached the Dazza, you were
barely able to fill in the response
sheets, and when asked if the
last red was the best, slurred
"Oh, Christ, yaeh, bloody ¥ipper
etc..”

Perhaps next time you will
approach the wines with a little

more respect and remember to
spit after tasting.

Yours,

Dave and Steve.

3 in a Row for Patrick
White

Dear Patrick White,

- Youspineless, weak-willed slop
of a person. If you are going to
make your views public, then you

- should at least have the balls to

stand bythem, especiallyifhassled
by a few non-collegian scum. |
‘personally do not care who you
are/who you try to be/where you
live/ what fuckingschool you went

‘to, but you shame those whom .

you believe associate with you.
“Your pathetic attempt to cover
yourtracks with “l was really fok-
ing all along. guys™excuseis em-

ingand pitiful.Inyourorigi- - T
barrassingand p Yo g of love, Christ put no conditions

onlove.He never oncementioned.
sex.Henevercondemnedthelove

“nal letter, you ciaimed that OnDit .

writers should be objective, yet
~you call minetrite and me a hypo-
 crite. Also, one cannot help being

"+ . scatological when you are the .
“:subject - if someone kicked the .

shit out of you, they would end-up
~with a plastic bag.

Yours wallowlng in gratuitous- '

- N8,
-Binky Koamlna

6th Year Marine Sportn Geol

P

P.S, On dit is bloody magic thls :
_ year. Pulitzer Prizestuif. Could we -
pleasehaveafeature ofthe llfesty- ‘

les of the editors - ‘Day In the Life’

- type of thing. Love to the Family.

Those Bloody

Patronising Christians
Dear Suzanne Kowald,
Concerning your letter - If God

(so 1 assume the Church) still

loves gay people as much as

anyone else, why is it opposed
to the “art of homosexuality”?

Surely love is love between any

persons, and it is their right to

express this feeling however
they wish. We see this everyday -
handshakes, hugs, greetings,
kisses - signs of endearment.
People of the same sex who do

- this are not considered as ‘Lem-

ons’ or ‘Faggots', so why can't
straight people (“within the
confines of marriage”) have sex
and have it called “a wonderful
expresslon of love”, whereas

‘gays participate in a “misuse of

what God intended”? It Is not as
if you are not following an in-
struction manual to make
babies, where if Tab A doesn’t go
Into Slot B, you will break bits.
From your letter it appears the
Christlan problem is with sex,
and has nothing to do with love.
On this level, 1 find it disturbing
and arrogant of you to tell me
who I can and cannot wave my
wiily at, soley on the basis of
your personal beliefs.

Yours stigmatically,

James Sanchez

More on Gays and God
Dear Ms Kowald,
~ Your concern for my spiritual
welfare Is'acknowledged, I, onmy
part, feel noneed foryour prayers
of deliverancefrom, what youhave
called, “the deception I live in”,
nordolfeeltheneedtorepent.] al-
ready know and experience God's
love inmy life,
- Yes, MsKowald,1too amaChris-

. tlanandamember of amainstream

protestant Church where 1 wor-
ship regularly with a community
of accepting Christians who know
of my sexual orientation.

Had you read my article more
carefully, you would not havefallen
into thetrapthat catches so many
fundamentalist Christians when
dealing with this issue. You have

taken the view that the Bible Is’
concerned only with procreative, -

heterosexual, monogamous rela-
tionships. This prescriptive ap-

my article, the Gospel is a gospel

thatDavid hadforJohnathon, Ruth
for Naomi or his love for John.
‘Is not love the greatest com-

mandment? Doesnotlovesuprass .-
anybiblical ambigutties whichmay

or may not deal with sexuality?
‘Ms Kowald 1 suggest you read

T the texts [ quoted in my article.

Placethem inthe contextinwhich

they were written and then, if you

wish to read more, I recommend:
youread John O'Neill's The Church

and the Homosexual for arational -

argument on an issue which has
caused: more divistveness in the
church than any other soclal is-

- sue, The church has used sexual- :

proach appears to give you the -
right to determinethat youareon*

theinside of thekingdom and that
"I, because of my sexual orlentation,
" mustbe on the outside, As Isald In

letters

ity asameans of soclal control and
becausehomosexuality questions
the church's control, the church
has counteracted by condemna-
tion and rejection.

lalso suggest youread Malcolm
Boyd’'s Take Off the Masks and
Mary Borhek's My Son Eric. These
two books deal with the struggle
that Individuals have had to face
when comingto terms withhomo-
sexuality and the church. They

.are enlightening, compassionate

and accepting; three qualities the

. church today is sadly lacking.

Idonot need patronisingnor do
I need sympathy and pious

prayers.Idonot needtobe ‘freed’ -

from my sexual orientation. [ am
affirmed by my God as a total
person. [ am accepted by my God
for the personlam. I do know the
love of God In my life and it gives
me the strength to be gay and
proud.
Malcolm Cowan

The Gay and Lesblan Associa- -

tion

Law School Blues

Dear Eds,

1 would like to submit to your
learned readers that the law de-
gree had a change of name. In-
stead of LLB, call it BO, that is,
Bachelor of Obfuscation. And if
you don’t know what [ mean, that
just proves my point.

Roger Jacobs

Law

Nepal

[ can,\ thoughlshouldn't, forgive
“roving reporter” James Danen-
berg for failing to get the spelling
of King Birendra correct.

Unfortunately, it’s symptomatic
of his whole article ... a shallow,
inaccurate “What 1 did in my holi-

days” approachto the situationin

‘Nepal.

The fear and loathing referred
to in the headline is not just di-
rected at the Panchayat system.
There's the little matter of the

" disgust and despair among a very

large portion of the population at
the actions of the Queen, who is

/ seenas amercenary manipulator,

Theré's also the problem, com-

_'mon to most Aslan countries, of

rampant rip-offs by the bureauc-

- racy. Meanwhile, [ would have
- thought that, especially inapaper
- produced foraUniversity, the Gov-
' ernment’s action last year in clos-

ing downthetop tier of education
in'retaliationfor student activities

“would have rated some mention!

"1 have travelied to Nepal fre-

: quently in the past decade, and

mylast few'trlps provided mewith

* ample indicatlons that the Hima-
layanHindu kingdom was heading ;

for imminent turmoil.
Despite tbls 1'want o continue

. myvislts,and therefore regretfully -

have to ask for anonymity. Not for

- reasons- of personal safety, but
merely to ensure that my visa'ap-

plications arenot lmpeﬂlled
And talking of travel .. ‘
MrDanenberghas thestupldlty,

in his last' paragraph, to try to.

scareofftourists by warning them

“that their dollars will “support a
- ‘flendishly corrupt oligarchy”,

As a tourist himseli, surely Mr

Danenberg would be aware that,
for better or worse, the tourist
dollar has a very large impact on
the whole of the Nepali economy.

To withdraw that support may
well financially disadvantage Her
Majesty and her cliquewhohavea
solid grip ontheup-market sector
of the tourist industry.

* But 1 doubt if too many On Dit
readers can afford the high prices
of the “Sherpa”, “Yak and Yeti” or
“Annapurna”.It's muchmorelikely
that they willmake for the homely,
down-market comforts of Thamel
before heading out of the Kath-
mandu Valley.

It's these areas, the vlllages on
theFantaand Mirindatrails, where
your tourist dollars as trekkers
can go direct to the populace.

Namaste

- Haute Cuisine

-Dear Yupple-Eds,

Oh!So, we've moved from Fash-
ion to Cuisine! Hamburgers even.
And where do you go? North Ade-
laide and Norwood! Not enough
petrol in the Volvo?

Next time you review Elvis De-
lights, why not check out the
hamburger joint opposite the
Challa Gardens Hotel, or what
about the good old Ozone Fish
CafeatthePort, orthat greatF &C
shop next to the Semaphore Ho-
tel. Expand your horizons! Take
your haircuts to the people!

A. Nuther-Bogan

(note hyphenated surname)

The Articulate World of
Johnny Rockefellar

Dear J. Shitface Sanchez, who-
ever the hell you are,

If you don't like the way | write,
well who the fuck asked you to
read it in the first place, cock-
sucker. lf “Rock’'n’Roll” and “Black
Dog” are the only Led Zeppelin
songs you've hard, and you can
say that those lyrics which you
choseas being the only type of lyr-
ics which Robert Plant ever wrote,
well then, you've really got your
head stuckright upyourarse.And
1 don’t think Dylan Thomas (who
the fuckis he?)and W. Shakespeare
(wasn't he that poofter who wore
his jocks on the outside' of his
tights?), come even close to the
brilliance of Robert Plant. 1 bet

.you're some dipshit who likes lis-
teningto crap like Jason Donovan
-andKylieMinogue. Welll suppose

that you and them have dne thing

-In common, you both suck: You

think you're so good putting me

down for ‘writing what 1 wanna
write, well, why don’t youjust fuck
offl - '

Love and klases,
'John’ny R.

‘Staff Club a rip-off

Dear Eds,
Kate ' Smithson’s “article “The

‘White Elephant Club” ralses the -
very critical polnt of allocation of .
-moneys at the University of Ade-
‘laide. At a time when the
“Philistines unfortunately in the "
" gulse of a“labor” government) are

at the gates”, and the invariable

answer to student requests for in-
creased student resources, goes
along the lines: “we would like to,
but government cutbacks won't
allow™; it is sad to see that the Uni-
versity cannot get its financial
priorities right.

No one is denying that academ-
ics need “theirspace”, and aplace
of their own, wherethey can avoid
the incessant clamoring of stu-
dents for their individual atten-
tion, as well as partaking in the
“occasional” downing of “dutch
courage” prior to lectures and
tutorials. However, such arequire-

_ ment must of necessity be subor-

dinated to the primary function of
the university-teachingstudents.
In these times of financial hard-
ship for all, and the ever increas-
ing encroachment of this “labor”
government on education; the
proposed absorption of the Staff
Club debt and subsequent annuai
subsidies by the University
amounts to a frivolous waste of
the University funds, which could
be put to better use in the area of

education.

Yours sincerely,
Dominic Petraccaro

History
Krantz= Pus Bag

Dear Mr Krantz,

With referencetoyour ‘cartoon’
“Young Person” (back page, April
9 Issue).

You scum!! You pigll You pla-
glaristic, commie-loving bag of
pus!! How dare you steal a Viz
comic and make it your own? (For
those Interested, the original is
called “Captain Muscle Rides
Again” from the “Big Hard One"
collection.) Come on, Dave, it's
extremely stupid to assume that
out of all the people that read this
newspaper, you'rethe onlyoneto
have read Viz (compounding the
blasphemy by appalling artwork
doesn't help either). [ will admit
“Scum In Utopia” showed some
promise but stunts like this bring
to mind terms llke “stylistic bank-
ruptcy” and “complete wanker”,
Don’t get me wrong, no one is
challenging your right to draw
cartoons, just don’t submit them
toOn Dit ..

“Yours in dlsgust,

Tony Nuttall,

(currently on remand,

SAIT School of Electmnlc Engl-

neering)

Chloe- A Closet Liberal?
Dear Chloe umlauht Fox,

*~'Why didn’t you go to the
-Sudan Relief Committee Benefit
‘Night instead of the Litsock piss-
up and the Liberal wank? All the
hipsters were there, nobody
vomited, people were dancing
and sixteen hundred dollars
wernt to charity. YOU WROTE
YOU FOUND THAT LIBERAL
SOCIAL OCCASSIONS REVOLTED
YOU. Tput It to you Chloe that -
you knew you would really love
to be seen at the credit-card ball
previous to starting you environmen-
tally shit-house car. Don’tbea
hypocrite. - Next time go to the
benefit. NEXT TIME RIDE A

BIKE' v
P.S. you act damn well old boy.

‘ ‘Spokesman for Reality



Before we get into the

cynical editorial type
stuff, let us say how sorry
we are that On Dit hasn’t
appeared for awhile. The
computers in the office
have been riddled with
an horrific array of vi-
ruses, in fact, one of them
was diagnosed as being
the computing equivalent
of HIV positive, and has
died a slow and painful
death. We couldn’t afford
to get typesetting done
off campus, but the prob-
lem has now been solved,
which will please you all
no end, well some of you,
well certainly our friends

and relatives...

You will notice in this
week’s news pages that
the Labor and Liberal
Clubs are beginning their
traditional posturing im
the run-up to the Student
elections. While this is
ratherunsurprising news,
it’s certainly depressing
news, asitseemsthat over
the last God knows how
many years both these
clubs have been churn-
ing out the same predict-
able lines in every single
election.

Sure, the “left” has got
control of the Labor Club,

and the Liberal Club, with
a new generation of
young well-dressed activ-
ists at the helm, is actu-
ally trying to publicise its
policies, but underneath
all the gloss and polish,
nothing haschanged. The
Libs are still celebrating
the fact that they were
born on the nicer side of
town, and the Labor Club
is pretending it’s from
Parammatta, talking in
hushed tones about trade

‘offs, stack outs, consen-

sus tickets and knee cap-
pers.

Now, a lot of this may
sound like so much

Trotskyist propaganda,
but there’s a pretty fun-
damental question in-
volved.

Surely the whole point
of university is to ques-
tion dominant ideas and
endeavour to create new
ones, not jump on the
band wagon like so many
sheep and embrace ide-
ologies which have pro-
vided Australia with one
of the most boring politi-
cal climates in the entire
world.

It was George Orwell
who said “I have a deep
distrust of smelly little

.orthodoxies.” The Labor

and Liberal Clubs are two
little orthodoxies that are
very much on the nose.
What stinks even more is
the fact that they support,
however blatantly or tac-
itly, the principles behind
the two Federal parties,
who we all know have
done so much for our
higher education system.

It’s a long time until the
student elections. You’ll
be hearing more from
these two clubs. Perhaps
it would be an idea to try
and think with your nose.

Steve Jackson

David Penberthy

Tough Times for
Student Radio

The future of Studemnt
Radio is in doubt. Recent
developements at 5UV,
Student Radio's host sta-
tion, have forced the stu-
dent's association to re-
assess and perhaps even
justify its existence.

Around ten years ago Stu-
dentRadio wasinits heyday, it was
afertilesource of talented presen-
ters and creative shows, and en-
joyed some of the highest ratings
5UV as a station has ever seen.
Since then, the number of FM sta-
tions has multiplied and as a con-
sequence student radio has lost a
large part of jts predominantly
young audience to them.

It is the relatlonshlp with
5UV, however, that threatens Stu-
dent Radio the most. In aletter cir-
culated several weeks ago, Jeff
Langdon, 5UV's general manager,
stated that "Up until now the sta-
tion has not wanted to impose
control on the timeslot. However
in light of our new programming
philosophy this policy has been
reviewed". This 'Control', it was
suggested, would manifest Itselfin
the form of a full time producer.
This producer would be appointed,
not elected by the student bodyas
happens presently, and his/her
term of office would be indefinite;
Theproducer's wage would bepald

by the Students' Association. Es-

sentially Students would ‘totajly
lose control of Student Radio.

Despite the statement that there
was a ".. desire" to change the
operation of Student Radio, the

letter ended with the ultimatum "I.

want to reiterate that we are not

Interested in continuing with the
current situation”,

Currently Student Radio and the
SAUA are investigating possibili-
ties for the future of Student Radio.
One of the most promising Is a
move to Triple-M. The advantages
are numerous; firstly Triple-M al-
ready has a much larger audience
than 5UV, and perhaps more Im-
portantly, amuch larger potential
audience, sinceFM receptlon s far
superior to AM. Secondly, Triple-
M's audience is predominantly a
youngone, and because of this, the
programming incompatibility Stu-
dent Radio experlences with 5UV
would ceaseto exist. And thirdly, it
appears through talks with Triple-
M that Student Radio would re-
cieve a substantial dlscount ln
access fees.

.lt is the nature of Student Radlo
that it is run by students for stu-
dents. Youropinion onthe current
situationisrequested. Pleasewrite

-Into OnDit, and state whether you

listen to Student Radio how, and

whether you wouid iisten to Stu-

dent Radiof it was on an FM band,
Benjamin White

Club Chaos

There’s a new nightclub
in Adelaide that’s run by
Adelaide Uni students
with all proceeds return-

Angeline Hope went to
the opening night of Club
Chaos for On Dit.

Tired of h}rper expenslve
nightclubs? Got those Uni-barpool
player blues? Well get on down to

{ thelnsoundsthat are out of bounds

at Club Chaos.

lapproached the nlghtclub wlth
some trepldation as | knew that
Club Chaos was held on the top
floor of the Griffins” Head Hotel,

Richmond Tavern. -
Butthiswasnot the Grllflns’ Head
of myyouthiTheinterior was stark,

- save for the collection of Escher
_ Slides on the walls, the music was

ing to the University.

Memories of debauched underage .
outings came flooding back, My -
date reassured me that Metro is -

held on the top: ‘floor of the ,jk thedanceﬂoorhadneverhadmore o

eclectic and the people were beau-

tiful. The cover charge was amere
two dollars for students and drink
prices were equally reasonable,
around the lounge bar prices-at
yourlocal. Themajority of thelarge
number of people there | recog-
nized from around Unlverslty,
whichisnot surprisingasthe cover

- charge Is several dollars more for

non-students, - ;
- Things seemed to be going fairly

- smoothly when all of a sudden, a
man came from nowhere with a

chainsaw "and cut through the

cordonaround the dancefloor;the
' dancefloorwas declared open,and
ilia% people crowded onto it as the
- DI, DrMandelbrotSex, spanadlsk,

And thats the way is remajned
formost of thenight, packed dance
floor, brllllant music.. My only
complaint was that. the records
kept jumping. Probably because

thanfour peopleonit, the problem

hadneverbee.nnotlcedbefore The .
fault was soonbroughtundercon- - - . ¢
trolhowever, asnoticed thehighly

practical Dr Mandelbrot Sex affix-
ing two_cent pieces to the tuin-
table needles with Blu-Tac -he'd
borrowed off a nearby poster.
The night ended late for a thurs-
day, a good time being had by all.

Club - Chaos. is possibly the
world's only non-profit nightclub.
It is run by Student Radio and On
Dit and in my opinion Is a great
alternatlve to the inflated ultra-
house' or post-punk .offerings
around townona Thursday night.

Angellne Hope ‘

This week at Club Chaos, I.ove A
Fever and Hot For Funk are play-
Ing. Freeentryforthosedressedin
appropriate 70’s get up. - ’




This week is devoted to an up-
date on the merger process so far.
1 have highlighted the issues of
concern to us as students.

As you are probably aware by
now, the Unlversity of Adelaide is
intheprocess ofamalgamating with
Roseworthy Agricultural College.
The 1st January, 1991, has been
identiffed as the date the new insti-
tution will come into being. The
‘amalgamation processInvolves ne-
gotiatlon between the Instltutions
in all areas, Including academic
matters, student services, staffing
and industrial matters, legal mat-
ters, finance and asset management
and the integration of adminstra-
tive and computer syslems. Some
areas ol particular concern to stu-
dents include academlc matters
such as the structure of new facul-
ties, quality of teaching, assess-
ment practices, libraryservices and
admissions policy; and student
services such as language and
studysupport, health services, ac-
commodation, careers advice and
access programs for groups tradi-
tionally underrepresented at terti-
ary institutions. In the process of
negotiation, the SAUA s playing an
activeroleto defend studentrights.
Aclauseofthe Heads of Agreement
which states that “Policies defin-
ing academic and student rights
and grievance procedures will
incorporate the best of existing
policy and practice in the institu-
tions”. The SAUA is highlighting
the clause and the “best of existing
policy” clauseinall areas toensure
that students wili not be disadvan-
taged by policy, or lack-of policy
and procedures of different insti-
tutions. These ciauses are used to

the advantage of current Univer- -
sity of Adelaide students in areas °

such as assessment policy, where
the University has no policy (at
present) and theSACAEhas a com-
prehensive one. The requirements
of current college policy must be
fulfilled In order that the new Uni-
versity complies with the “best of
the existing policy” clause. Deci-
slons inthesecruclal areassuchas
assessment and student services
have not yet been reached, so the
SAUA wili present iurther updates
as they occur.

" Onimportant decision which has
: been taken relates to the academic
“structure of the new Institution.

This is of particular concern to Ag-
“ricultural Science and Environment
“Science students. The Councils of
“bothinstitutions have agreed that

the academic components ofRose-
> worthy Agricultural Collegeand the
-Faculty’ of Agricultural Science at

~Adelaide - University should be

~merged to form a new Faculty of
- Agricultural and Natural Resource

Sclences, to comeintobelngon 1st
- January,1991.1n con]unctlon there

" continuation of courses. Students
_currently enrolled in Agrlcultural
“Sclence at Adelaide or a course at
Rosew0rthy are assured that they
‘can complete the courses they

: began under the conditionsof thelr .
“enrolment and {ree from any detrl— S

‘ment arising from the merger, as
this guarantee is enshrined in the

Heads of Agreement and will be
defended by student representa-
tives in the merger process.

To complicate matters, the Uni-
versitylsalso going to amalgamate

‘with the City Campus of the South

Australian College of Advanced
Education.

Formal negotiations have yet to
begin, which places an extremely
tight timeline on this merger, which
is settooccur on 1st January, 1991.
As well as the integration, the Uni-
versity and College, there is the
added complication of co-ordina-
tion with the Roseworthy merger.

TheStudents’ Associationisalso
invovled with negotiating with
Roseworthyand SACAE student or-
ganisations. Negotiations with
SACAE are at an early information
swapping stage, but significant
achlevements have been made with
Roseworthy negotiations. The
SAUA and Roseworthy haveagreed
that the SAUA will continue to be
therepresentative organ of thenew
institution, and that the Rose-
worthy Agricultural College Stu-
dent Union should continueto pro-
vide other services at the Rose-
worthy site.

TheSAUAis veryinvolved inthis
merger process with the sole aim
of protecting student concerns -
which iIs, of course, the task the
SAUA must perform.

Wewillkeep youinformed as fur-
ther developments occur.

For information regarding some
of the work the SAUA is currently
undertaking, look out for the Edu-
cation Builetin which will hit your
pigeon holes next week,

Mel Yuan ‘

Educatson Vlce -Presldent

Education Bulletin

OnDitis the newspaper published
by the Students Assocation, who

. also provide a page every week to

publicise what the SAUA is doing.
However sometimes itis necessary
to give a more comprehensive
round-up of what is happening on
campus. To do this we publish an
“EducationBulletin” once or twice
a semester,

The flrst “Education Bulletin” for

.this 'year publicised the “Federal

Election Debate” held in the Mayo
refectory, and gave a brief run-
down on some of the educatlon
issues Involved. ‘

The second “Education Bulletin”
‘will cover a number of issues that
have been written about in On Dit,
suchas student representation on

. faculty committees; the Review of
Governance and the establishment

of an Academlc Grievance Com-
mittee and Mergers. However the
Education Bulletin can provide a
more comprehensive outlook on

" the work being done, rather than a
" has been a commlttment to the -

bit-by-bit approach.

By doing this we.can contact-all
“students on campus via their pi-
geonholes, rather thanhopingyou
. cangetyour hands ona copy of On

Dit, brilliant though it is.

- The Students Assocation always

tries to-Inform students; as much
as possible, about what s going on

saua

at the Unlversity so the Education
Bulletin can help us do this. Look
out foritinpigeonholes inthenext
two weeks.

National Conference for Over-
seas Students 1990

The National Conference for
Qverseas Students will be held in
Adelaide between 14 and 16 July.
This is agolden opportunity for all
overseas students in Adelaide Uni-
versity to participate actively in
the conference. All those with
constructive input about the poli-
cies that affect overseas students
and even those who are inexperi-
enced about government policies
but are still keen on improving the
welfare of overseas students are
welcome to attend.

The actual policies of the Na-
tional Liaison Committee are for-
mulated at this time. Various ideas
and policles will be put forward
and discussed. The NLC executive
is also elected at the conference.
So far, NLC executives have ad-
dressed various issues including
the full-fee program, women's is-
sues, Pacific students and Medi-
care/Medibank. One of the main
issues the NLC has been involved
with has been the Equity and Merit
Scholarship Scheme (EMSS).

Equity and Merit Scholarship
Scheme (EMSS)

TheEMSSis anewschemewhich
has replaced the old subsidised
scheme from 1990 onwards. The
alm of this scheme Is to help over-
seas students obtain knowledge
and skills that will contribute to
the economic and soclal progress
of their countries.

Thereare two categories of these
scholarships: equity scholarships

and merit scholarships. Equity -
scholarships arealmed atstudents

with academic ability .who are
economically disadvantaged. Merit
scholarships are for students of

exceptional academic abllity re-

gardless of their economic means,

There are two, types of award.
‘Each of the countries participating
in EMSS Is allocateéd-a quota of
country-specific scholarships. Stu-
dents have. thelr full course fees
faid, and, except for students from
Hong Kong, Malaysla and. Sin-
gapore, will receive aretumn airfare
to Australia and an annual stipend
of $A14,600.1n 1990, 650 such schol-

..arships were awarded.

The other type of award is for
students from EMSS-participating
countrles who are .completing

Australlan: Year-12 courses:. One =
‘third: of their fees is paid by the -
- Australian International Develop-

ment Assistance Bureau (AIDAB).

~Approximately 330 students. re-

celved thesescholarshipsthisiyear.
The Australian government has
spentabout $A9.9 million on EMSS

‘this year. . .
‘ Meﬂtscholarsarerelatlvelyeasy -
( toselectbecauseselectlonlsbas (

solely on results. However, selec

tlon for the equity schemels much

moreselectiveand varles between
countries. The Australian govern-
ment has reached an understand-
ing with each EMSS-participating
government as to the specific
equity criteria respective to that
country. Themoveallows forhome
government involvement in the
shortlisting of applicants. This is
merely a simple overview of a
complexscheme.

Werealise that the EMSSistrying
to be fair and just. However, the
phasing out of the old subsidised
scheme and the implementation of
the full-fee program has caused
hardship for overseas students,
especlally matriculation students
from the Paclfic island. Moreover,
there is room for EMSS to improve
In achieving its alms. For example,
creatingmore equity scholarships
either by increasing government
funding or cutting down on the
stipend.

NLC executlves have tried to
lobby the government and the di-
rector of AIDAB in Canberra re-
garding our needs. Weshould real-
ise that overseas students cur-
rently studyingintheir home coun-
tries have no opportunity to voice
their opinlons about Australian
government policles. The NLC Is
the body with the opportunity to
negotiate with the Australian gov-
ernment. Hence, your inputs are
most welcome

Quek Ngee Meng

“BIKES FOR LIFE - CARS COST
THE EARTH"

On Saturday morning the sec-
ond “Bikes for Life" rally was held
atVictoriaSquare. Avast improve-
ment on the first (held backat the
beginning of April when only about

25 people showed ) about 150

people from all walks of life, both
young and old turned out for the

occaslion. The majorlty were on
bikes, including a few tandem and

a number of uni-cycles, and the
rest onfoot. The group walked their
bikes around the streets ofthe city
on thelr way to Parlilament House
shouting for more bikeways, more
public transport and less cars.

Oncethereanumber of the partici-
pants had their say on a range of
relatedissuesincluding: car pollu-
tion ( cars cause ground level air
pollution by unburnt hydrocar-
bons, nitric oxide and ozone - a
combination leading to photo-
chemical smog and acid rain ),
Greenhouse Effect ( cars contrib-
ute directly to the Greenhouse Ef-

. fect by their exhaust emissions -

30% of Greenhouse gases come
from cars ), road accidents ( civil-
lan cars have killed more people
this century than all the wars dur-
ing the same period. Car accidents
kiil at least 3000 people a year and
are estimated by the Federal Gov-
ernment to cost the Australlan
community $6.2 Billion a year. The
road toll could in fact be 2-3 times
higher than the statistics suggest.
This is because only those victims
who die within 30 days of the acci-
dent are registered as road fatali-
ties ).

- Bikers then proceeded to ride
along North, West South Terraces
and King William St. back to Parlia-
ment House where the rally then
finished after a few eco-rocker
songs weresung (like“Proud Biker”
to the tune of “Proud Mary” and
“Riding on a Bike" to the tune of
Blowing in the Wind").

“Bikes for Life” isn't an estab-
lished club or organisation. Al-
though it has the support of or-
ganisationslike the Cyclist Protec-
tion Association, People for Public
Transport and our own Students’
Assoclation, “Bikes for Life” is
simplyaconcept tobring together
those people who are concerned
about our environment and way of
life and wantto do somethingabout
it.  Another rally is planned for
sometime inSpring, Anybodyinter-
ested In being involved can con-
tact elther myself and Jo Dyer in
the SAUA orRoberto Giorgio (Law).
Alternatively, join one of the afore-
mentioned groups.

PEOPLE FOR PUBLIC TRANS-
PORT CYCLIST PROTECTION AS-
50cC.

'1/16 Edith Place
G.P.0O. Box 792

North Adelalde, 5006
Adelaide, 5001
‘ph. 2673426




This article by Student Association
President Wendy Wakefield isthe sec-
ond of the two part serles which ex-
amines the current University pro-
posals for a policy on plagiarism. The
first part (On Dit, April 30) looked at
current policy and procedures, and

the proposed definition of plagiarism.
This article examines proposed pen-

alties and procedures.

Aproposal for penalties for cases

of plagiarism was brought to the
Academic (Educational) Matters
Sub-Committee by the Executive
Member, lan Brice. It was discussed
at some length, and a number of
problems were identified. 1t was
agreed that the Sub-Committee
would postponefurtherdiscussion,
pending the recelpt of a proposal
from students, which 1 undertook
to present. '
+ The proposal presented to the
A(E)Msub-committee suggesteda
number of penalties and proce-
dures, depending on the serious-
ness of the offence:

(1) Less serious cases will re-
sult in counselling of the student
and/or resubmission of the plece
of work. Examples of this situation
include where sources are “para-
phrased too closely” or where
plagiarism occurred as a result of
“misunderstanding rather than
deliberatedeception”.

(@ Inmore serious cases, the
student will receive zero for the
piece of work, and “unless there
are significant extenuating cir -
cumstances” will also fail the sub-
jectand no supplementary exami-
nation willbe available. These more
serlous cases include deliberate
copying of substantial extracts
without using quotation marks;
usingvery close paraphrasing; and

quoting directly without using
quotationmarks evenifthesource
Isidentified.

@3) For second offences and
cases of the other forms of cheat-
ing specified in the definition, the
student “shall fall the subject and
the matter shall be referred to the
Board of Conduct.” The Board of
Conduct can impose varlous pen-
alties, includingimposition offines,
and In serious cases, suspension
and expulsion from the University.
1t was suggested that the constitu-
tion of the Board and its powers
should be reviewed. Currently the
Board's membership includes
three members of academic staff,
three studentsandaChairperson
appointed by the Council.

(4) The procedures to impose
penalties atthe Departmentallevel
are as follows:

- assessor refers the matter
to the Head of the Department

- Head decides whether pla-
giarism occurred

- IfHead decides that the pla-

‘glarism is marginal, the Head then

counsels the student -

- ifHead decides that it isnot
marginal, then the student is no-
tified and the matter is discussed
with the assessor and the student

- = following that discussion,
the Head then decides whether to
impose the penalties (outlined

NneEws

above)

(5) Students canappeal on the
ground (1) that the offence did not
occur or (ii) that “extenuating cir-
cumstances” exist. Appeals are

madetoasub-committee oftheDe-
partmental Committee, on which
the original assessor is excluded
from membership. The sub-com-
mittee can “alter or confirm the
finding or penalty” previously
imposed.

(6) Arecord of cases of plagia-
rism will be kept on student’s aca-
demic records. A central record
will also be kept for monitoring
purposes, without naming the stu-
dents concerned.

(7) A department’s failure to

-publicise the definition of plagia-
rism and resultingpenalties “will
not constltute extenuating c i r -
cumstances” for the purposes of
appeal (In (4) above) and falling
the subject (In (2) above).

Apositlve aspect of these penal-
‘ties and proceduresis the sugges-
tion that less serious cases and
cases of misunderstanding should
be dealt with in an educative way.
These sorts of mistakes are part of
the learning process - which is af-
ter all what a Unlversity education
Is all about,

The other penalties and proce-
dures have some problems.

Firstly, appeal for students only
exists on limited grounds - if the
student denies the offence, or if
extenuating circumstances exist.
Thereisno provision forappeal on
questions of whether the proper

if you che:

procedures werefollowed. [tisalso
not clear (1) what is meant by
“extenuating circumstances”, and
(i) who decides whether extenuat-
ing circumstances exist (the Head
of Department?)

Secondly, as theappeal bodyisa
sub-committee of the Departmen-
tal Committee, there Is no guaran-
tee of student representation on
this committee. And if there is, it
would probably be only one stu-
dent (at least this was the pre-
sumption at A(EYM).

Thirdly, if the department failed
to notify students of the defintion
and penalties Involved, the student
could not rely on this as a ground
for appeal or extenuating circum-
stances. This seems to place stu-
dentsinano winsituation. Itis also
unclear how this relates to the
examples of “misunderstandings”,
where students are not penalised
so severely. Surely a misunder-
standing includes the student not
understanding what plagiarism is
because the definition was not
drawn to her or his attention.

There Is also the question of
whethertheproposed penalties are
too harsh. It could be argued that
havingall incidences of plaglarism
recorded on students’ academic
records is too harsh, especially
since there are not adequate ap-
peal provisions. There is the fur-
ther question of what purpose this
would serve anyway - presumably
the rationale Is to deter students,
as it would not look good on your
record when applying for a job.

t...

An Academic Grievance
Committee

TheStudents’ Asociationhas pro-
posed the establishment of an
Academic Grievance Committee,
which would have as one of its
functions thehearing of appealsin
cases where studentsare accused
of plaglarism. Appeals would be
heard on questions of procedure,
soit presumes that anappropriate
process exists at theDepartmental
level. Unlike the Board of Conduct
ahd the Clause 4C Committee the
focus of the Committee will be to
hear grievances of students, rather
than disciplinary complaints
against students. A central appeal
committee specifically to hear
student grievances does not cur-
rently exist in the Uiversity, (NB -
The Law Facuity does have a com-
mitteeto hear student grievances.)

lfyouhave anyfurther comments
you would like to make on the pro-
posed policy, contact Wendy
Wakefleld In the SAUA Office, or
write in to On Dit.

The upcoming Students’ Asso-
clation “Education Bulletin” will
outline (among other work cur-
rently being undertaken in the
SAUA) the brief and purposes-of
the proposed Acadeniic Grievance
Committee in more detail, so look
out for it in your pigeon hole next
week.
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" What is it about May?
Being merry in May is a
bloody wunlikely oc-

curence. Being maudlin
and moany, yes. Whing-

ing and weeping are big-
gies. Ringing up your
friends and crying at

themisverypopular. This

is the third May I have
‘endured on campus, and
it's JUST THE SAME EV—
’ ERYTIME '

_As theleaves fall: gently onthe
security guar ds and the days grow

shorter, angst at Adelalde Univer-

. slty grows. All over campus, Sum-
mer Love Couples are d[scoverlng
thatthe harsh test of Autumnis too

much to handle. Youstop caringif.

you have spots. on your bot be-
cause no one 1s going to see them

anyway. You stay at home on Sat- .

s |

“urday nights staring morosely at

the ‘corn chips and watching "21

- Jump Street." -

GURLIES AND NON-GURLIES,
don't thinkyou're alone. Thereare

.thousands of you-out there, tear-

fully cuttingup your photos, throw-
ing them into the bin and worrying

" about whether the dustman will

find them, put the pleces together
and laugh at your body. And have

"you noticed that the graffiti on the
‘back .of the toilet doors has ex-
‘ploded into a frenzy of hurt and

resentment? Yep well those are ail

. your comrades in lovesickness
o squeaklng away..." lama2nd Year

Psychology student and my. boy-

frierid has just left me for another .
manand ldon't doLaw either, what -
~ shouldldo?"andeverybodywrltes

back 'saying, "yeah they are all
bastards mate" which isn't

resentment,

lues

Guys, on the other hand, do not
seem to indulge in‘these urinal lit-

~ erary outbursts. Guys buy drinks,

try to get horribly ‘drunk, ab-
sentmindedly rip up  seats in the
bar, and tell their uninterested
friends. that-they didn't like her
anyway: 90s women, yuckity. They
go home and stare wistfully at the’
stains on their duvets. ' They go
down to Rundle Street and wonder
ifthey should take up scuba diving.
('My boyfriend left me for an aq-
ualung") The gurlies cry, and get
such stunning mascara lines run-
ning down their faces that itlooks
asifthere's anew tribe on campus.
They also ring their fellow gurly
friends a lot.: There are probably
parents out there who haven't re-
ceived a phonecall since late April,

* becausé their daughters are hav-
“ing what amounts to asitdin onthe
_ ~~phone. :

enormously useful advice but what - ~ 3 AR
the hell, it helps to justify-‘ ‘your o The worst thing about all this
" ~annual-Autumnal heartache- and-
"~ _that's what it is-is not the amount

of money you spent on your ex- -

lover, no, but the way the snot
lodges up In your nostrils when
you cry. You find yourself telling

‘people that you have a cold. Even

though youdon't. Crying is avery
messy business. And it s just one
of the many ways of coping with

"the death of what was probably a

geriatric relationship anyway.
Other ways of coping are: running .
off with the very next person your

eyes fall upon, and making their

life a misery; buying obscenely
expensive clothing; joining Andrew

Hamilton for a good cry overinthe

Med. School; getting new exotlc
Eastern European . pen-friends;
reading Polish pornography - and
if the worst .comes to the worst,
well, you'can always have a bash at

- getting back together agaln That

is ‘strongly inadvisable though
That s just silly-billy, The odds are

-on that in the time you were apart
“his personality, looks and intelli-
~gence haven't ‘miraculously im-
: proved, and that she still likes her -

best friend more than him.

No, my advice to you is to tell

- absolutely everyone how stinky -

and foul you feel without being too
slanderous, When you've -done

* that, lle-alot to your irlends about
how you've lost heaps of weight

since THE BREAK UP and make
them ali feel jealous, And if you're

.‘only considering a break-up, well

thatmeans you probably WANT-or -
NEED-to finish it, so do it quickly
and do it clean. -Soon. it will be
Winter and youll have a cold any-
way, so you don't want to aggra-
vate your cold by lots of untimely
bawling. Do:it now. Autumn is a
really bum vibe, as any hippy will

* tell you, and if you're‘in for a bout

of teen-angst, well, SEIZETHE DAY.
If you're feeling romantically un-
balanced, whatever you do, don't
for God's sake bore your friends
shitless,or read Love In a Cold Cli-
mate by Nancy Mitford, (you'lifeel
left out) or watch any of those
soppy videos about horses - Na-
tional Velvet , Global Chiffon etc.
BorrowFive Have aWonderful Time -
by that furraising writer, Enid -
'Blowfish' Blyton, Your small fat-
unwashed cousinwiil undoubtedly
have a copy. Excellent therapy. 1
flnd .
Chloe Fox.
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Since the right-wing ARENA Party won the elections in El Salva-

dor last year, human rights abuses have continued anabated, and &% .

the poverty endemic to this small Central American country is ..

still widespread.

There have been claims that the ARENA Party is a front for the [
notorious death squads. Kate Leeson reports. g

Since the government of President Alfredo
Cristiani took office in June 1998, there have
been many reports of the detention, torture,
“disappearance” and harassment of trade
unionists and church workersinEl Salvador.
The government often accuses unions and
churches of “subversive activity” or links
with the FMLN (Farabundo Marti National
LiberationFront), but thefairlyindiscriminate
detentions appear to be an attempt to
intimidate those who criticise the
government’s policles and stand up for the
rights of the poor in El Salvador., The
information in this artlcle is taken from
reports by Amnesty International.

Since June last year, hundreds of trade
union membershavebeen detained and union
buildings have been raided or bombed by
‘government security forces. Marches and
demonstrations bytradeunion organisations
protesting government policies and human
rights abuses haveended inmass arrests and
beatings.

In September last year, several trade

_ unionists were detalned in the early hours of
one morning. The National Trade Union
Federation of Salvadorean Workers
(FENASTRAS) organised a protest later that
day which was broken up by riot police.
Thosethat tookrefugeinalocal church were
forced out with tear gas, many were beaten
and afurther 64 were arrested. Many of these
were tortured while in detention and some
were charged with “subversive assoclation”
after being forcedto “confess” that they were
members of the FMLN. One woman whose
daughter and husband have already been
assassinated by death squads was told that
the rest of her family would be killed if she
was seen on another union demonstration.

- The FENESTRAS offices were bombed three

. \imes]astyear, oneattackkilllngtenunlonlsts ‘
- and wounding at Jeast thirty. One versionof -
" the officlal army story was that the union -
- soldiers were seen distributing a pamphlet
'showilng a. priest with a rifie terrorising

accldently let off 'one ol its own-explosives,

" Other unions have had their offjces raided
- and leaders arrested and tortured too The.
Chief of the Armed Forces has met with'the -
management of factories to ldentify union .

activists. -Such activities are justlfled by

government statementsinthepress accusing
* unfonists of lnvolvement with terrorism and 5

“*sybversive activlty

Fordecades the church inEl Salvador has :

defended the rights of workers and peasants
to join organisations such as trade unions.
_'Fordecades, too thegovemment andarmed
. forces have accused the church of

- _involvement with terrorists.. Liberation .

- theology 1s denounced as a “subversive

‘doctrine”, The many church workers and’
leaders killed by death squads in the early-
19805 included Archbishop Oscar Romero, -

~ shot deat while celebrating the mass in the

" Hospital of Divine ProvidencelnSan Salvador_

" on24th March, 1980

Central America, and fellow Jesults. The g8 ¥

~ them with the FMLN has been fabricated.

_last November urging him: to withdraw

legislation to help Its disruption of peaceful R
-order”and outlaws invitations to other states

‘rights:+and *
- ‘conditioning of their lives.
*government and US-funded armycontinueto

A

When the FMLN began its latest offensive :
inNovemberlast yearhuman rights violations |
against church workers and leaders
increased. The government reacted to the |
oifensive by declaring a state of selge,
bombing poor and densely populated
neighbourhoods in San Salvador (killing
thousands) and publically accusing the
church of links with the FMLN. One such
accusation was directed against Father
Ignacio Ellacuria, Rector of the University of

Unlversity grounds were surrounded by
security forces and, on November 16 at 1.00
am, sixJesuitsincludingFatherEllacuria with
their cook and her flfteen-year-old daughter
were assassinated. The Authorities initially
blamed the FMLNfor thekililngs but pressure
from within and without the countryledthem
toadmitmilitaryinvolvement. Eight soldiers
have been arrested though almost certainly [
not the higher-ranking officials who ordered {3
thekillings. Witnesses havebeenthreatened i
and forcedtoalter thelr storiesand President
Cristiani has announced that there willbeno
morearrests in connectionwiththemurders. p

Also in November, flfteen members of a *.
social services programme of the Episcopal .
Chruch were detained after raids on their
church and homes. Most were beaten or
tortured and nine have been charged with -
alding and abettingterrorist activity. Workers
in refugee projects have been detained and . +*
some projects have been forced to close.
Some foreign church workers have been
detained then deported afterevidencelinking

There have been many death threats 3%
against church workers too. A letter sent by !
theSalvadorean Attorney-GeneraltothePope

“progressive” Catholic bishops .from El
Salvador was seen by many as a thinly-
disguised death ‘threats, In- one village,

villagers
' The government has lntroduced new

church and union activity. The legislation
calls the occupation of churches and public
squares by unionists an “act of terrorism”,
outiaws “propagandathat subverts the public -

or organisations to interfere in the internal .
affairs of El Salvador. ) .
- Poorworkers and peasants, and those’ who :
work to help them, continue to ask for basic.
‘improvement in the
Cristianl’s

thwart any attempts to bring abouyt change
for the better. It islittle wonderthat so many -
Salvadoreans have given up hope of peaceful
change under the current government. .

The FMLN launched a major military of-
fensive againstthe governmentin late 1989,
how productive was thai?

It was, 1 think, very productive. In the first
place It would be good for me to explain a
little about why we launched the offensive, It
was most of ail to Increase the pressure
against the government and upon the Ameri-

. cangovernment whichis veryinvolvedinthe
. conflict in El Salvador, to create the condi-

tions for political solutlons. We had talks

'.between the FMLN and the government In
- September and October of last year and the

government came up with negativeattitudes,

... It dld not come up with the political wili to
*accept the fact that a political solutions for
" our country is necessary. So after that nega-
. tive attltude we had to show that there is
- what we call a‘dual power’ in ElSalvador and

one of them is the FMLN and the popular
movement.
The postive result of that offensive has

Everyone now understands that a military
solution for El Salvador Is not possible and
that ten years of North American military

+ policy towards our countryhas not resulted
‘in the defeat of the FMLN. It is the opposite,
- as the FMLN becomes stronger every day, .

" The United Nations is now involved in a
mediation process between the FMLN and
the ARENA government. The first one was
held three weeks ago in which are signed an

and that has to result in resolving the funda-
mental problems in our country and resolv-

ing the war.

" The govemment retellated to the offen-
sive by using the airforce and bombing

civilian areas, Did that have any negntlve
affect on the offensive? -

Yes of course. Theyused the airforceinan-

even more criminal way than we expected:
and indiscriminately bormbed densely popu-
lated areas of the capital Many people had to
flee that part of the city.

On the other hand, we then went intothe -

rich parts of thecityto seeif they were willing
to bomb the rich areas. That was a big blow

" totheSalvadoreanarmybecauseit was shown

that they were not even able to protect their

- own areas where they ali live and wherethe
- rich people live. We took the Sheraton Hotel

and all the foreigners had to be evacuated,
most of them North American, It had a nega-

tive impact but we gave it a positive answer. .

Overall, what was the international reac-
tion the offensive and the government re-
ply to the offensive?

Wehad an important impact. The interna-
tlonal reaction was critical and it was only
the North Americans, [ think, who were will-
ingto approve what the ARENA government

been in showing the strength of the FMLN.

agreement committing us to a permanent
'dialogue that has to result in negotiations

and the army did. When the army killed Jes-
uit priests there was nobody to say this was
a good answer, even the North American
Congress was shocked.

The army accused the priests of belng col-
laborators oftheFMLN which was completely
false, but that is the way they think. That is
why they introduced the famous anti-terror-
ist law in which they describe everyone
against the government as be.ing part of the
FMLN.

The killing of the Jesuit priests had a very
big impact and Is one of the main reasons
that therels now a big debate going oninthe

. US about El Salvador and North American

policy to El Salvador. There are many con-

gressmen and senators who are willing to -

change pollcy.

Whathave been the financial and human -

costs of the war in El Salvador?

The human costs have been more than
70,000 people killed. Ten years of war has
been very destructive on our economic situ-
ation and we calculate 1t will be 20 years
before we start to recover, This means we
willhaveto workveryhard but firstthe basic
problems of our countryhaveto beresolved,

What sort of investment is the United

* States government putting into El Salva-

dor?

They invert more than $2 mililon a dayto
provideeconomic and military aid. The prob-
lem s that the economlc aid is never used as
economic aid becausetheyneed that money

- to try and stop the advance of the FMLN.

. The United States used the elections in
which the Christani governmentwaselected
as a symbol of free elections in Latin Amer-
ica. How free were they?

Notat all. Flrstly, noteverybody, not every
'polltical power was allowed to participatein
the elections. Secondly, you can't talk about
“free” elections in a country at war the way

weare; Thirdly, the army controlied the elec-
. tions as they control everything in our coun-:

try. The army was everywhere there was

voting and the ballot boxes were made of a .

transparent materlal so everybodycould see.

..what each person voted for. The army was

insidetheballot places and of coursethereis

no electoral law that really permits every El -
Salvadorean to be a participant of the elec--
tions. In Nicaragua, wheretheyrecentlyheld "

elections and .one million nine thousand

peoplewere registered as votersinacountry
- of three million people. In El Salvador, there
_are five million people and only one million

six thousand voters registered. The govern-
ment Is not making any kind of effort to

Tegister people becausetheless votersthere -

-~ arethe easler it Is to control the elections:
‘Forthosewhoare reglstered it was danger- - -
ousto boycott theelectionsbecause at work

. lationship between Latin America and them-

the next day everybody has to show their ID
card witha stamp on it to prove theyvoted or

risklosing theirjob.lfthe boss suspects that -

the person didn’t vote because of sympa-
thies forleft forces, thenthey are in danger of
torture or assassination.

There were not free elections. | am abso-
lutely sure that no North American would

. acceptthiskind of democracy for themselves,

What links are there between the ARENA
party and the Death Squads?

The Death Squads are very active and are
linked with the right wing of the ARENA party
and the army. It is not any secret that the
army orders and authorises the existing

actlvities of the Death Squads. To end the -

activity of the Death Squads, we have to end
fascist elements in the army and theopportu-
nity for right wing and fascist politiclans to
have the opportunity to operate freely.

Whatdo the United States have to gain by
thelr involvement in El Salvador?

It is not such a good investment. They are
losing, not obtaining, any positive results.
Firstly, they have lost four billion dollars,
theyarelosingaiot of energy, theyarelosing
the kind of stability in the region that they
need for North American interests, and they

are losing credibility because after ten years -

of war they have not shown any kind of.
capacity to win this war.

The final results for the North Americans
are very negative, but of course, that is ex-

actly the p_roblem. They are looking for a.

'complete domination' of Latin America’ be-.
causetheystlllconslder it as theirbackyard, . -

Sotheydonot wantto promoteadifferent re-

selves. Oncea countrylike El Salvador comes

up the real capacity and the real strengthto" -

beableto changethe situation in our country

"and establish a different relationship then -
" they sayagainitisathreattothe national se-

curity of the US because of“ communlst ex:
pansionism”. :

They still say we follow orders from the
Soviet Unjon through Cuba  and before

economic system do have the opportunity’
~and obllgatlonto comeup withthesolutions.

The Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front is currently fighting against El Salvador’s right wing ARENA government. In order to
defeat the FMLN that the United States has given almost $2 million daily to the ARENA government in military assistance.

Eduardo Gonzalez is a member of the FMLN working to build solidarity with El Salvador in Australasia and Japan, He is also the leader

of the band Cutumay Camones. The following interview was conducted by the “Tuesday Affairs” programme on Radio MMM FM on
Eduardo’s tour of Adelaide in May 1990.

through Nicaragua. Changes in Eastern Eu-
ropeand Nicaragua's democraticmodel takes
away much of the US’s arguments. The can
no longer say that it is Nicaragua financing
and organising the war, and the war in El
Salvadoris stiligoingon. Moreand morethey
haveto recognisethat thereisastruggleinEl
Salvador because of internal problems, not
because other countries order or obligate
the Salvadorean people to struggle.

Isthe US Involved in the talks between the
FMLN and the Government?

They are not directly involved in the nego-
tiations and we arenot willing to accept that
they should be. They are not an oificial part
of the problem, they involved themselves.
They are involved because of the fact they
dominate completely the Saivadorean gov-
ermnment and the Salvadorean government
will never come up with proposals that the
North Americans don'’t agree with.

What is the political composition of the

~FMLN and what Is your political platform?

It is not any secret that we are revolution-
arles and Marxists. Inthelast period wehave
been thinking of getting rid of those labels
because many things are changing in the -
world and we In El Salvador have {o come up
with an El Salvadorean solution that cannot
be related so easily and mechanlcally with
other models thathave existed in this world.
We are developing ourselves towards new

.ideas and new ways of thinking and you can

seethatvery clearlyin the proposals wehave

We pro.pose a multlparty system inwhich
all political parties In a different political/

We belleve very much in what we call na-

tional consensus'to come up: with solutlons S

that can be supported by most of the Salva-.

" ‘dorean people. We have also Introduced an .

idea of mixed economy to make sure we wlll
be as effective as posslble economically

Spedul thanks to “Tuenday Atfaire” Rndio MMM m f
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“l may die but the Republic of 1916 will
never die. Onward to the Republicand tothe
liberation of our people.”

True to his word, Bobby Sands died nine
years ago on the 5th of May, 1981, on the
66th day of a hunger strike. His, and his na-
tion’s struggle for freedom against the colo-
nlal might of Britainhasnot, however, passed
away with Bobby's death, and new genera-
tions lock to his example of courage and
honesty as a source of Inspiration for their
fight for justice.

Bobby Sands, and his nine comrades who
died with him, fought the British Empire
armed only with their will, determination
and an undying conviction In thelr right to
defend their nation and people.

Bobby's fight took place In Long Kesh
prison in Northem Ireland and was a result
oftheBritish Government'’s attempt to crimi-
nalise the political struggle of the Irish Re-
publican Movement and Its supporters.
Sands was not aterrorist murdererengaging
in mindless violence against innocent civil-
fans as the censored British press portray
member of the Republican Movement, but a
normal youth alienated and oppressed by
the police state of NorthernIreland. he was
pushed by an unjust regime into poiitical
activity that resulted In nine years of incar-
ceration and death at the age ol twenty
seven.

Sands inmany ways could be regarded as
asterotypical Irish youth driven to violence
by a sectarian state. This Is highlighted by
SeanFlood inthe book/reland Unfree: “Bobby
Sands grew up in a part of Belfast where
most of his neighbours wereProtestant. But
his family had to flee to a segregated Catho-
lic community whentheir home was attacked
byaLoyalist mob that flred shots and threw
adustbinthrough theirfront window. Atthe
age of 15, he watched as the loyalist B Spe-
clals (paramilitary police), the Royal Ulster
Constabulary and organised gangs of Or-
angemen stormed through his neighborhood
evicting familles, burning their homes, and
shooting those who got in their way. The
‘boys’ of the Irish Republican Army (IRA),
with a handful of guns, tried to stopthis from
happening.”

In the words of Oven Carron giving the
oration at Bobby Sands' graveside: “No
longer could he accept second class citlzen-
ship in his own country.” At the age of eight-
eenSands joined thelrlsh Republican Move-
ment and was sentenced to three years im-
prisonment in Long Kesh for possession of
arms. Upon release he became activeinthe
Republican Movement once more and In
October 1976 was convicted again for his
part in the fire bombing of the Balmoral
Furniture Company.

Thejudiclal system that sentenced Bobby
Sands was one riddled with injustice and
that abused human rights. In August 1971
internment without trial was introduced only
to be replaced by indefinite detention in
1972, This was largely due to the [ailure of
fnternment In capturing the high ranking
members of thelrish Republican Movement,
but also due to the massive civil outery
caused by the abuse of power (thousands of
people were detained and while in custody
were tortured, degraded and abused, such
torture has been well documented and Bri-
tian has been found guilty of such conduct
by the European Court in Strasbourg.)

" Thelintroduction of “Diplock Courts” (also
in 1972), which refused suspected members
of the IRA the right to trial by jury, allowed
the prosecution to produce evidence from
witnesses without having the witnesses
appear Incourt. In cases concerning posses-
sion of arms the courts also removed the
presumption of “innocence untll proven

gullty” from the defendant. Along with In-

ternment and detentlon this caused the
British jailsto quicklyfill with more than 900
Republican prisoners in 1972

InMay of 1972 theRepublican prisoners of

Crumlin Road Jall, led by Billy McKee, went
onahungerstrikein orderto attain political
status and by June, Heath’s Labor Govern-
ment had conceded to their demands and
Republican prisoners were given “special
category status”. This afforded the prison-
ers rights such as the ability to wear their
own clothes, exemption from prison work,
free organisation with other POWs and ac-
cess to prison facllitles. They also won the
right to recelve and send mail and the right
toremission.

The Britlsh found this state of affalrs to-
tally unsatisfactory fortwo reasons. Firstly,
they had an embarassing number of politi-
cal prisonerstoaccount for Internationally.
Secondly, due to the compound type ac-

fe: ture

sealed the cells and they were forced to
smear excrement onthe walls to get rid of it.
A prisoner described the conditions in 1978
as follows: “A present we lie on filthy, damp,
flea-ridden mattresses on a concrete floor.
Our cells are littered with rubbish and de-
cayingfood. The walls of our concrete tombs
are a black mass of bloating flies. When we
awake each morningourbodles arecovered
withamass of white, crawling maggots which
have over-run each cell. The constant sick-
ening smeil...Is almost overwhelming espe-
clally when the heating pipes...are turned
up deliberately, leavingthe air in our cells al-
most unbreathable,” )

InFebruary 1980 thirtyRepublican women
prisoners in Armagh prison joined theirmale

whilst on a hunger strike.

It is ten years since the Irish Republican Bobby Sands died

Sean Carlin refiects on his life and struggle

commodation in which the POW's were de-
talned there was virtually a total lost of
disciplinary control by the prison authori-
ties. The authorities were thus unable to
break the internal organisation of the Re-
publican prisoners.

The answer seemed simple to the British-
criminalisation. Any person charged with a
politically motivated offence after March 1,
1976, was to be denled political status and
treated like a criminal - forced to wear a
prison uniform, do prison work and accept
theauthority ofthe prisonadministrationas
supreme. To put this policy into affect the H-
Blocks werebulilt to contain political prison-
ers.

The first Republican prisoner placed in
the H-Blocks, Kieran Nugent, refused to
accept criminalisation and declared that the
jailers “would have to nail the clothes to my
back” whenforced towear prison garb.As a
result he was confined tohis cell on 24 hour
lock up with only a blanket to protect him
against the cold. The example set by Nugent
was quickly followed by others until there
were more than 400 Republican prisoners
“on the blanket” protest. . »

The sltuation within the H-Blocks rapidly
deteriorated with prisonerslosingall “privi-
leges” and being subjected to beatings and
harassment. In 1977 all prisoners were re-
fused the right to shave and were only al-
lowed to bathe once a week. This led to the
“dirty protest” im March 1978 when prison-
ers, who were using their towels as clothing
due to the blanket protest, were refused a
second towel. The prisoners, upon having
their request rejected, refused toleave their
cells to wash. As punishment they were
forced to forgo the right of using the toilet
facilltles and had to use plastic pots in their
cells which the wardens refused to let the
prisoners “slop out” intobuckets. Sean Flood
summed up the situation well In his essay
Those Who Endure the Most- “Even the right
torelleve oneselfhad become a privelege to
be granted or taken away by the state.”

Upon complalning about their condltions,
the prlsoners were rationed to one sheet of

toilet paper perday. Full chamber pots were

klcked(_jver in cells, on mattresses and even
onprisoners themselves by the screws.Pris-
oners then emptied the chamber pots out

the windows but the authorities quickly

comrades on the blanket and dirty protest.

After spending roughlytwo yearsinthese
inhuman condltions, the Republican prison-
ers wereleft with no choice but to lay down
their lives In order to force the Brtitish to
back down from its cruelty and oppression.
On 27 October, 1980, seven prisoners went
on hunger strike. The strike was ended when
the British Government promised conces-
sions. The prisoners conditions did not
improve as the British Government refused
to honour their promised concessions,

On 1 March 1981, Boby Sands inltiated the
second round of hunger strikes. At specific
intervals he was joined In his hunger strlke
by Francis Hughes, Joe McDonnell, Martin
Hurson, Kevin Lynch, Raymond McCreesh,
Patsy O’Hara, Kleran Doherty, Tom McEI-
wee and Micky Devine. All ten later died due
to Thatcher's intransigence.

The hunger strikers had five simple and
just demands:

1. The right to wear their own clothes;

2. Theright not to do prison work;

3. Free association with fellow prisoners;

4, The restoration of remission of their
sentences,

5. Normal visits, parcels, educa-
tion and recreationai
facilities. -

However, as Gerry
Adams said, “...theBrlts
made it much more than |
theright to wear your own
clothes or the right to free
assoclation, They made it a
test of wills and the hunger
strikers accepted the chal
lenges on our behalf, so that a
campalign for human and dignl-
fied prison conditions became 3
an epic struggle between defence-
less prisoners and the mightiest
colonial power in Western Europe.”

Bobby Sands’ strugglecaughtthe
attention of the world, and millions ¥
watched the progress of the hunger
strike with growing anger towardsthe §
Thatcher regime. This anger and the ¥
support for-the hunger strikers was
expressed on 9 Aprll 1981, when Sands
stood for the Westminster seat of Fer-
managh - South Tyrone and was elected
ahead of the loyalist candidate Harry West

by more than 1,000 votes in a 60,000 vote
poll. Bobby Sands died a member of the
British Parliament.

International pressure and overwhelming
support for the hunger strikers from the
peopleoflreland, had noeffect on Thatcher’s
arrogance and intransigence and on 5 May
1981, Bobby Sands died on the 66th day of
his hunger strike. A procession of over
100,000 people followed Bobby Sands” coffin
through Belfast to his final resting place in
Militown Cemetary, where Owen Carron,
Sands’ election campaign manager and
spokesperson, gave the following oratlon:

“Bobby Sands has not died in vain. His
hunger strike and the sacrifice of his lifeis a
cameo of the entire resistance movement.
He symbolises the true Irish nation which
has never surrendered and never will. let
usplcture him lying all alone in his cell, his
body tortuered and twisted in pain, sur-
rounded by his enemies and isotated from
his comrades and nothing to fight with but
his will and determination.

“Theytried to compromise him, they tried
to compromise his supporters, but they
falled. Around the world Bobby Sands has
humiliated theBritish Government. In Bobby
Sands’ death they have sown the seeds of
their own destruction. Bobby once wrote
about Britain that ‘her actions will eventu-
allysealthefate ofher ruleinlreland for they
may hold our bodies, but while our minds
are free, victory is assured’'.

“Finally, 1 salute you, Bobby Sands, your
sacrifice has not beenin vain, Werededicate
ourselves and our struggle and pledge our-
selves not only to win the five demands but
todriveEngland out of ourcountry onceand
for all.”

The life of Bobby Sands exemplified the
words of Terence McSwiney (Mayor of Cork)
who died on the 75th day of a hunger strike
in 1920 - “}t is not they who iniflict the most
but those who endure the most who have
the victory.”

You cannot put a rope around

The neck of an Idea

You cannot put an idea against a

Barrack wall and riddle it with bullets

You cannot confine it in the

Strongest prison cell that your

Slaves could ever build

Bobby Sands MP

It is now almost ten years since Bobby
Sands and his fellow hunger strikers gave
theirlives and thereis stilino solutiontothe
800 year old conflict in Ireland. It is to be
hoped that the waste of human life can be
ceased and a permanent settlement can be
acheived through peaceful negotia-
tions betwen all parties to
the contlict.




Fred Nile is at war.
The world is an ugly place,
and Fred Nile and the Festi-

val of Light are leading the

spiritual crusade against,
amongst other things, lust,
‘marijuana, onanism, small
“]” liberals, student activ-
~ ists, homosexuals, commu-
nism, abortion, land rights,
- the World Council of
Churches, marriage counsel-
~ lours, feminism, blasphemy,

_trendy teachers, de factore-

~ lationships, gambling, heavy

metal bands, paedophiles,
Charles Darwln, men who

f_wear]ewellery....... ERER

" TheReverendislockedina titanic struggle

e agalnst “the permissive society”. The lines
- -are clearly drawn, The christians versus the
" hedonists. In 1990; the hedonists are in the

lead, but Fred Nile is not about to go down .

- without a fight.’

‘Most rational peop]e, if asked to compile a‘

list of Outstanding Australian Fascists, would

~* think for a while and then suggest Ron Casey,

Bruce Ruxton, and quite probably the Rever-

end Fred Nile.

" However, after talking to the man for just
under an hour, I'm not so sure,

For someone who Is constantly portrayed

as abi g—mouthed lgnoramus driven solely by

intolerance and hatred, Reverend Nile is
surprisingly affable. He is honest. He is
genuine.Hels not trying to causetrouble, he
is trying to solve it. He sincerely believes
that the exponents ofthe permissive society

are not evil, just confused, and that Chris- -
" tian love and charity will retrieve them from

the moral abyss.

Unfortunately for the Reverend it all gets
a little mixed up along the way. One minute
heis talking calmly about the decriminalisa-
tlon of homosexuality, the next he starts
ranting about leather clad boy-touching
queers who get jobs as teachers with the
sole Intention of getting a class full of preps
to play King Neptune in their bath tub. The

transformation fromarticulate conservative

intellectual to redneck evangelist is swift
and absolute.
However, Fred Nile has not always been

‘the frontman for Australian fundamental-

ism. Born:into a working class family in

. - Sydney’s westernsuburbs, his parents gave ‘
him anythingbut a Christian upbringing. His -

father was a cabbie in Kings Cross, who
smoked, drank and gambled. How does

: someonefromthis background endup lead-
" Ingthe Festival of Light?
“I'suppose that untll I became a Christian

I was simply followingin Dad's tracks. I took

up the same habit as he did of gamblingand .-
putting money on dogs, horses, -anything -
"-that moved. I got quite good at it actually.”

“lcame from anon-Christian background.
Isawalot of smoking and drinking. [suppose
thatintheback ofmymindithad aneffect on

'me, because | saw the extreme effects of
" drinking, and thought that 1 wouldn’t like to
. be In that position, when I saw people at

soclal functions who were absolutely drunk

and doing strange things. 1 had a revulsion
away from it. My wife Eileen did too. I often

say I'm the white sheep of the family, My
brother raceshorses and is the directorand
treasurer of a big club here in Sydney.”

. .The idea of Fred Nlle rubbing shoulders

with the lads in a Leagues Club seemed im-
probable. Despite the morality gap between
himself and the rest of the family, he still
keeps in touch.

“Oh yes, he invites me to the club. Every-
body turns their heads and almost falls off
their chairs whenthey see Fred Nile walk into
aclub down past rows and rows of poker ma-
chines,”

This attitude exemplifies his approach to
Christianity. For Reverend Nile, the spiritual
war cannot be won through prayer.and bible
study. It is a hands-on struggle in which the

true Christlan ls prepared to stare évil in the

face.

Reverend Nile became NSW Director of
Festival of Light in 1974, and was elected to
parliament in 1981 as a Christian Independ-
ent. The Call to Australia is the political wing
of the operation and, although the vote it

- receives is small compared to other political

parties, it generates morethanits falr share of
controversy This surprises him.,

* “I often say how can you be controversial -

whenyou believe in family life, marriage, pro-
tecting children, and whenyou're opposed to

.- chlld abuse, pornography, child and adult

prostitution, drugs and so forth. 1 think it's
because we live in a permissive society, one
that has been going In the wrong directlion.

* When somebody says “I believe in marriage”

or “I'm opposed to the Family Law Act”, It
becomes controversial: But my views are not
controversial, They re just normal, main-
stream Christlan-based views. When people

‘think about it they often come around to

agree with me.”

Itis not hard to think of occasions in which

the Festival of Light has put itself in a position
where confrontationis bound to occur, where
they have disrupted events, such as the Gay

~‘Mardi Gras, In a way which can only be de-

scribed as inflammatory. Reverend Nile ar-

gues that this approach is a reasonable re-

sponse to so-called immoral behaviour.
- “I'see 1t as.a a crusade: That's ‘why the

Festival of Light was formed in the UK In 1971.
Itwasthe first protest moveinient by the silent
majority agalnst the porn pushers and the gay
liberationists. They were inflammatory, they
were provocative, and finally the decent
people in society said ‘We've had enough’.” .

“We saw most problems occurring In socl-
ety as if we were repeating the errors of
history. In the days of the Old Testament
there were three problems. They had weak
political and religlous leadership. There was
the problems of false prophets, and we have
a parallel today. We have weak pollticians

today. We have the feminists, the Gay Libera-

tion Movement, groups like NORML that
advocatethelegalisation of marijuana. Tome
they are equivalent of the old false prophets.
Thirdly in those days and today we have
what’s called the silent majority. Alot of good
people havebeensllent and that gives youan
imbalance in soclety because the vocal im-

moral minorties impose their will on the sl--

lent majority.”
“Everyyear at the Mardl Gras there's about
20 homosexual menwho dress up as nunsand

. stand outside the St. Mary’s Cathedral. I've

had anumber of Catholic sisters complaln to
meabout that. Theyareso hurt by whatthose
men do that they won’t lower themselves to

evenralseltpublicly. Thesistersaresoemba- -
-rassed by the whole situatlon, they don't

think it's right for them to get into a debate
with a man dressed up as a nun.”

“Therewas alot of antl-Christian materlal in
the Mardi-Gras. They had banners saying ‘I'm
Mother Theresa’s love child’, ‘Dykes for Je-
sus’, ‘Poofters for Jesus’, and so on.”

“If they wanted to get me stirred up they

certainly succeeded. That was thelast straw.
We knew it was obscene, we knew it was
Indecent, weknewit was offensive. Theythrew
the gauntlet down to the Christians to seeif
we are wimps. Well the Christlans in Sydney
arenot whirmps and they've succeededinmo-
bilising a new organisation 'm working with

called Men Flghtlng for the Famﬂy One of

* clalms. Reverend Nile be-

.smokescreen of AIDS edu-
. cation, there Is a sinister

their objectives is to stop the Mardi Gras
taking place in Sydney.

“The silent majority.....” Considering the
Callto Australia never receives morethan 3%
of the vote. nationally, perhaps the silent
majority should speak up a bit. The last per-
sonto clalmthat he had the silent majority be-
hind him ended up in prison. However, it may
be unfair to compare Reverend Nile to the
beast with three backs. For starters, Nixon
was a flithy little criminal. But there are simi-
larities. The Reverend has the sametendency
toslowlylose grip of his stream of thought, es-
peclally when discussinghomosexuality. The
simple question “Do you think if Jesus re-
turned tomorrow he would look at HIV-posi-
tivegays and say ‘Serves youright, sinners’?”
produced the following response.

“There’s no doubt that if Jesus came today
hewould sayhomosexuals aresinners. There’s
no question about that. There's no question
either that -the Bible says that those who
engage in this activity will pay the penalty in
their own bodies. You could say that AIDS is
somethingthatthey havebrought downupon
theirhead. It's like aman who can't swim who
jumps into the ocean and starts to drown.
He's really drowning himself.”

As with the majority of fundamentalists,
Reverend Nile knows all about what is wrong
with the world, but has very sketchyideas on
howto go about solvingthem. As atheologian

he can solve moral dilemnas with theology.

Faith, truth, love, the ,
strengthtoresisttempta-
tion, the ability to recog-
nise evil and so |
forth.....butas apolitician,
he cannot solve moral
dilemnas, because Fred
Nile is just a theologian.
When it comes down to
questions oflegislation, of .
creating a programme
which will achieve his de-
sired ends, he cannot do
it. A proposal that at first
appears to bereasonably
lucid deteriorates into a
born-again utopian dia-
tribe. Take, for instance,
his comments onlaw and
homosexuality.

“Initally we could re-
store the law prohibiting
sodomy. Our law in New
South Wales used thethe
old fashioned word, bug-
gery. That was an offence,
as Is beastlality, and I see
nothing wrong withthose
being criminal offences.
Because the law was re-
pealed the AIDS epldemic
is so serious in Sydney, If
my policies had been
adopted by the Govemn-
ment many homosexuals
would still be alive. As
soonastheAlDSepidemic
had broken out in San
Francisco there should
havebeenrestrictions on
travel between Sydney
and San Francisco, When
Iraisedit] waslaughedat,
way backintheearly 80’s,
when the homosexuals
went over there on spe-
claltour flightsto the Gay
Pride Week. That's how
AIDS was brought to Aus-
tralla. It didn’t get here by
pigeon or by a bird.”

The gays are not just
content to tamper with
each others’ bodies, he °

lieves that, under . the

Government-sponsored plot to turn impres-
sionable adolescents into flagrant little fags,
“The Government has made films promot-
inghomosexuality. Brad is one ofthem which
weare trying to get withdrawn, and anotheris
based .on a young girl who's supposedly a
lesblan, called Linda or something like that.
Theactress who plays her has asked the Gov-
ernment to withdraw the film because she's

. nowbecome heterosexual, she’s nolongera
lesbian, She apparentlythought she was ales-
bian, Many young people go through confus--

ing stages in mental, physical, and sexual de-
velopment and if a homoseuxal can latch on
tothem at that polnt they can plant theideain
the person’s mind. 1thinkmany homosexuals,
ifnot the majority, really have stunted sexual
development, that’s all. They are stunted.
They just couldn’t develop.”
OnethingReverend Nile denies vehemently
is the allegation that the Festival of Light is

ter, notinthe dirt, notinthe pornshops orthe
brothels, it should be seen as something which
Is very precious and beautiful.”

Thestrength ofthe family unit is, apart from
the Gay Mardi Gras, a high priority on Rever-

-end Nile's list. Indeed, it is the insistence on

the need for a secure family life that guaran-
tees the continuinginfluence oftheFestival of
Light, not just intheminds of ordinary people

“It’s a spiritual war and a moral war. It’s a war
between good and evil. In spiritual terms, it’s a war
between God and Satan. It is a battle between be-
tween light and darkness.”

run by a bunch of ageing paranoid wowsers
who see sex as the work of the devil. In an
interview with New Idea, theReverend stunned
readers with the comment “I'm a normal
healthy male...llikesextoo.”l found ithard to
imagine any supporter of the Festival of Light

coming home from Church for a night of non-

stop erotic pleasure. But Reverend Nile in-
sists that there’s nothing wrong with it, pro-
vided it occurs under theright circumstances.

“l think of sex as God's greatest gift that
allows us through the sexual act to share in
his creative activity to bring into being new
life. i think that’s the highest level of sexual

Intercourse between,a male and female ln;a
loving, lastinglifelong relationship which we
callmarriage.”

Fine, but surely there’s nothlng wrong wlth k

a bit of non-procreatlonal pleasure?
“Well, I think you certalnly sharein that gift
from God, because sexis enjoyable, its pleas-

urable, It's meant to be, Itis. [ really get going"

when people say we're the anti-sex group.
We'rethe pro-sexgroup. Weareagalnst people
who abuse and misuse sex. Sexis so preclous

it should beelevated, not put downInthe gut-

but in the minds of the Labor and Liberal
Parties. Family consciousness is a definite
winner at the polls. If the Reverend became
Prime Minister, he says that Investlgating the
current position of the family would be his
first priority.

“Iwould bring in a Family Impact Study. No
legislation and no budgets would be adopted
until there was a specialised study as to how
it would affect the family. Would it help the
family, would it hinder the family, would it
help parents do their job or would it make it
more difficult, and so on. It’s been shown in
recent days through the Labor Government's

policies, there’s been afarheaviertaxload on
single income families. So in the family that’s

struggling already with only one income

they're paying more tax pro rata than a two
income famlly, Now that to me Is anti-family
budgeting, or anti-family tax policies.”
“There's been a tremendous breakdown in
family life through separation and through

easy divorce so we have over half a million:

children in Australia-who are from broken

‘homes and those kids often find themselves.

lntroublewlththeState getlnvolvedlndrugs,

and other delinquencytypeproblems. Ifthose
families had stayed together and if they had
professional help they might have stayed
together.lobject tothe Family Law Act. When
people have gone told counsellors their mar-
riage is in trouble they have simply been
counselled on how to get a divorce.”
As if the demise of the family unit isn’t
enough to lead the youth of Australia into all
sorts of ethical chaos, there is aiso the
problem of the education system. Rever-
end Nile sees state schools as the power
house of secular small “1” liberal thought,
where pliable young minds areseduced by
feindish concepts-empiricism, debate and
reason. He believes that this too should be
changed.
“Well, without being dogmatic, I would
make everystateschoolaChristian school.
A school system cannot operatein avacuum,
It's tried having no values, being “value-free”
astheysay, and now we havekids coming out
of school who don't know what is right and
wrong. Our schools shouldbebuilt onastrong
moral foundation, teaching the ten command-
ments and so on, to give them strong values
so they can withstand the pressures of the
permissive soclety.”
“Imnot worried by knowledge, I'm worried
by knowledge being used in a brain-washing

‘'way. If something has occurred, you can't

pretend it didn’t occur. You can't pretend
that communism never existed, but you
wouldn't teach it so
that everybody be-
comes a communist.
1 don't believe in
teaching creation
sclence as such, but
teaching that God is
the creator. Nowhow
he created the world
we're still learning. 1
think science is stili
learning. All the
knowiedge we have
know s just likelook-
ing through a little
window. Wefool our-
selves if we think we
know all the answers
to all the questions.”
This is where Fred
Nile departs from so
many other funda-
mentalists. He is not
| so pig-headed as to
| claim that he has ali
the answers. He does
.| believe in open de-
' | bate, he does believe
| Infreedom of expres-
| sion, he does believe
intolerance,inunder-
standing, in love.
But believing in
E | something and actu-
L | ally helping to
L | achieve it are two
| | completely different
| things. The answers
that Fred Nile does
have are in them-
selves problems.
The kind of world
he wants to create Is

one where the gays
|| cured of their sick-

| tion of blblical and
| statutory . coercton

ries In :
classes, It'ls a world

ribbons in their halr,
where. boys ‘have
| crew -cuts,

ness by a combina-

where girls wear pink:

“where -
“couples’ make love..,

S, =

~and ‘lesbians are -

! and where children .
' are taught bible sto-":.#.
--Blology -

A

i

twiceaweeklnthemisslonaryposltion, where

all the lawns are neatly mowed, where no--

body smokes or drinks, where good has tri-"

- umphed over evil, where the pleasures of the
flesh have been replaced with cups of hot tea
- after the church service. ‘

.

What good s light without allttle darkness" e

David Penberthy
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religion

I'm very grateful to On Dit for printing a
weekly quotation from theBible. It's notthat
I expect anyone to find these verses
particularly edifying - on the contrary, I'm
suremost sharemy extreme distates for the
sentiments they appear to embody. What |
appreclate about them Is that they
demonstrate a very important truth about
theBible-thatitis notabook of maxims, and
that taking asingleverse out of context does
not prove anything.  wish some of our more
avid Bible-bashers would leam that lesson.
Itseems to methat the best wayto approach
the Bible - at least for a Christian -is to start
withthe Gospels, the accounts of thelife and
teaching of Jesus, and to attempt to see
them within their cultural and historical
contexts. And a lot of what emerges from

such an investigation seems, at least to me, -

to contradict alot of what fundamentalists
have been telling us Christianity is about.
(By “fundamentalists”, | mean the lunatic
fringe of evangelicalism - Fred Nile and his
cohorts).

To demonstrate this, I'm afraid I'm going
to have to quote a few Bible verses - rather
unfortunate when 1 have just finished
condemning the practice, But I hope you'll
believeme whenlsaythat this articlecomes
out of a lot of thought about the overall
significance of Jesus’ words and life, not out
of a glib acceptance of a few particular

snippets. But don’t takemy word forit-read
the Gospels yourself and you might see what

Imean. I must also say that thereis a danger

that by cordoning off a particular section of ,,

Christlanity and makinglttheroot oralievil,
one conveniently ignores the apathy,
cowardiceand hypocrisythatso often affect
moreliberal Christians. Fundamentalists are
notthe root of all evil, but their propaganda
has been so effective that a bit of counter-
propaganda is urgently needed.

Jesus Vs Individualismn

Youhavedoubtless been cornered enough
times and had John 3:16 thrownatyou (that's
the one that begins “For God so love the
world”) to know that fundamentalists have
somethingof a fixation upon the salvation of
the individual, Youknowthe formula: weare
all miserable sinners, and Jesus by dying on
the cross somehow prevented some of us

from going to hell - namely, those of us who"

are prepared to jump onthebandwagonand
become Chrlstians. It thus becomes of
paramount importancethatindividuals “give
theirlives to Christ”-theequivalent of buying
aticket to heaven (ratheraselfish motive for
doing things, one would have thought).

1t may come as a surprise, then, to leam
that one of the first things Jesus says-about
himselfis the following quotation fromIsaiah:

The spirit of the Lord

has been given to me,

for he has anointed me.

He has sent me to bring good news

to the poor,

to proclalm liberty to captlves

and to the blind new sight,

to set the downtrodden free,

to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour
(Luke 4.18-19). ;

This sounds to me more like a political

Angus Gordon, from
the Student Christian Movement, argues that fundamentalists
have misinterpreted the message of Jesus and should spend
more time participating in the struggle for social justice.

manifesto than an altar call. And in fact,
what emerges from the Gospels in a Jesus
who was interested in political problems -
oppression, injustice and poverty-everybit
as much as the alleged sinfulness of
individuals. Some of the specific ways in
which Jesus saw the “kingdom of heaven”as
being brought about were in the liberation
of women, the end of racial exploitation and
the redistribution of wealth. Let's look at
these more closely.

Jesus Vs Misognyny

The Church, both historically and in the
present, is undoubtedly one of the most
deeply misogynist institutions in our society.
Many churches still do not ordain women;
and even those that do make little effort to
make them feel welcome or accepted. The
Gospel Is often presented in terms of a
relationship between a male God and a
“mankind” in which women are only
reluctantly included (remember the
medievel debates about whether women had
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souls?). And the so-called “Christian”,
“biblical” policies of the fundamentalist Call
to Australia Party are blatantly oppressive
of women.

Against this background, and against the
misogyny of Jesus’ own culture, the gospels
emerge as deeply feminist documents. In
Jesus' day, it was not the done thing even to
talkto women; he, however, not only talked
to women, but formed some of his closest
and most honest friendships with women
(including prostitutes, who would have been
seen by the hypocritical men of that day as
bad even for women - things don’t change
much). Icanalmost hear the cries that “The
twelve disciples were all men!”, but in the
story of Jesus’ resurrection it is the women
who are the first to see the risen Christ; the
male disciples come out of the whole affair
lookingmorethanalittieinept and irrelevant.

Jesus Vs Raclsm

Except In South Africa, racism no longer
seems to be overtly approved of by

fundamentalists; however, there is still a

deeplyingrained paternalismthere whichis .

realiy only racismin another guise. Consider
theattitude of fundamentalists (indeed, most
of Christlanity)to Aboriginesinthis country.
There has been little attempt to learn from
their spirituality and attitudes to social life,
which are insomanyways moreintunewith
Jesus’ own and with ecological reality, than
those of the Western church. Instead,
Christianity is still presented as the only
pathtothetruth... areligious supremacism
which seems odd coming from a religion
that itself started as a sect within Judaism.

Contrast this with the parable of the Good
Samaritan, remembering that the Samaritans
were a race utterly despised by lJesus’
contemporaries. Here, Jesus presents the
Samaritan as the true neighbour; as, in fact,
the bearer of divine truth (to put it piously).
Thisis a profoundtransformation of previous
thought, and one which the church, and
especially the fundamentalist camp, has
often failed to come to terms with.

Jesus Vs Capitalism

Christianity and capitalismarethought of
by many as virtuously synonymous, and it’s
not hard to see why. Not only Is the church
(or at least parts of it) enormously wealthy,
but many fundamentalists are to be heard
expounding “prosperity theology”, the view
that if God likes people, He (to use thelr
pronoun) will give them lots of money.
Socialism Is seen by such Christians as the
vanguard of the devil. ‘

But what did Jesustelltherich youngman
who came to ask his advice? “go and sell
everything you own and give the money to
the poor, and you will have treasure in

heaven;then come, followme” (Luke 18.22). .-

This is partly a story about ' personal
commitment, but it is also astoryabout the
redistribution of wealth, Therels every sign
that Jesus’ message was one of equality, of
social transformation. And if 1 may be
permitted a bit of personal propaganda at
this point, I belleve that this message has

‘more affinity with thesocialistideal thanthe .
- capitalist one, however, so-called soclalist

societies up to this point haven’ t worked in

v practlce

Jesus vs Homophobia and
-the Fear of Sexuality

‘You don't need me to tell you that most
fundamentalist - Christians

no, | haven’t come up with the scoop of the

century-thereisn't anywhereinthe Gospels

where Jesus actually, explicitly says
homosexuality is -OK. But then again, he
never says it isn’t OK efther, and we haveto

askifaperson sovehementlyagalnstsexuaL
‘raclal and class oppression would be in
“favour of oppression on the basis of sexual
 orlentation. Christians should beverywary -
."of clrcumscribing God’s compasslon and 4
creativity. ‘

believe:
homosexuality is.a sin; The mainstream
Church, too, has beenverycowardlylnfalling :
tospeak out agalnst such homophobia.And -

In fact, I suspect that a lot o[ Chrlstlan S

homophobia comes from a more gene,ral‘
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culture

Let’s talk Turtle, fellow armchair
mediaanalysts,the Yankeehas won
the war for the minds of our chii-
dren.

The TV we see now is just a part
ofthemopping up operations, with
alewisolated pockets of resistance
remaining, such as the ABC and
SBS. These seem to be significant,
(after all, they occupy two out of
flve channels) but they are not
numericallysignificant, interms of
the total number of people-view-
ing years.

In fact,lamenting the invasion of
American culture into our soclety
has been a popular past-time for
the critics since the beatnik blitz-
krieg of the late 50's.

In a recent program on Austra-
llan Youth presented by Caroline
Jones, a priggish pair of upper-
middle class University twits called
Robert Hughes and Clive James
could be seen in a 1959 interview,
reassuring the Australian public
that there were no Australian
‘beats’, just pale imitations who
had read a few Jack Kerouac nov-
els,

They were quite wrong as the
next interview showed. A Sydney
beatnik couple {dressed surpris-
ingly like their new wave counter-
parts twenty years later, in black
mohalr jumpers) told the viewers
in detail about theirlifestyle, shoot-
Ing Hughes and James down in
flames.

Since then, we have always had
TV programsthat are just liketheir
American counterparts, but have
also had some pommie-like ones
that somehow ‘balance’ and still
are. But in some key areas, the
Americaninfluence has prevailed.

It is aquestion of Aesthetics, but
equally a question of Anaesthet-
ics. TV has always been weak on
the former an strong on the latter.
We love the glamor of Hollywood.
We don't object to this aesthetic
function, we just object tothe form
that it usually adopts. The Aesthet-
ics makes us sick, We often turnto
Eastenders, the Pommie soap on
the Auntie at 6.30 each evening, for
just thisreason. Welikethe style of

* the Brits, as much as we like their

attention to detall and realism.
For example, myfather watches

the ABC news avidly for the same

pain-killing effect as the rest of us
get from our favourite soap, yet
denounces sald soap as ‘bloody

tripe’.
Anyone who has an upwardly

"looking’ parent has usually grown
. upwiththiskind of struggle, realis-

ing that David Attenboroughis
good for: you, but we also need a

malenky bit of trash, sex and vio-

lence, don't we, brothers?

For all the other people, though,
the superior American Soap Tech-
nologyjust functions better. There

is no struggle with form and func-
~ tion. The TV stays on cotnmerical
stations always. Now [ knowthat]
sound likethe “starry pop inadoggy

collar who satd that. ... it was the

- devil that was abroad a.'nd was like
ferreting his way into like innocent:
- youngflesh”. Thiskind of complaint

seems to absolve the viewer from

anykind of critical, discriminatory-

function. so that “we -innocent
young malchicks could take no
blame. Right.Right. Right.” (as Alex
so eloquently puts it) Are we help-
less against thls invaslon?
Remember that even Hitler saw

that he had no hope against the -

Yankee dogs because they had
large amounts of superior equip-
ment. Just like the war machines of
Macdonalds and Kentucky Friled,
the Sherman tanks marched
through Europe.

This parallel with fast food Is
hackneyed, but very appropriate.
Frank Zappa was the first person
that I remember calling American
TV a ‘pizza for the mind’. Others
have noted the parallel ways that
our two main consumptions, food

casion, whenanerrant raygun has
shot the cave full of holes, the vil-
lain remarks that the cave “looks
like swiss cheese” to which Micha-
elangelo replies, “I'd rather have
mozzarella”. Tune into TMNT any
day to hear the latest pizzism.
The essentlal truth about pizzas
is that they seem to offer variety,
cholceand exotlc cuisine, but they
are actually a very uniform, struc-
tured dish with a pseudo-ethnic
‘teel’, just like American TV. How-

Cosby)whoglorifies television, we
have the sharp, cynical voice of
Chuck D. telling his girlfriend to
quit watching the shit on ‘channel
zero'. This is a marked contrast
with the negro disco super-studs
of the seventies, who were musi-
cally big, but not strong on politi-
cal thought. Malcolm X lives! The
Village People have passed away.
Theblackmanistobefeared again
it seems.

1s this the real America, or just

Hlusirared:  New Conlemporary-.uylrd ‘Con.\nlellr

FIRST M THE FASHION TREND WITH THE PROJECTED PICTURE TUBE

ockwork Dizza

BANISHES THE FLAT SCREEN!
| BANISHES THE mASK!

Pope Motorola TV, first in
Australia to banish the picture-
robbing mask ... first to banish
the flat screen ... first, and only,
‘'with the optically corrected scien-
tifically designed curved screen——;*
cuts out annoying reflections,
subtly eliminates dazzle w1thout
affecting black and white values.
TODAY'S BIGGEST ENTERTAINMENT VALUE— POPE Moronou Tv
~ PRICED FROM 119 GNS.. '

f?‘ MOTOROLA TV

et Tosts Bk §

with

 Ted Serious

6 lendale,”

‘169  gns.
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and entertinament have evolved.

_Itis in Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
(SAS 7 at 4 pm weekdays) that this

analogy Is constantly repeated In.

the form of an endless serles of -
“‘sotto voce' pizza jokes. - :
For example, after a battle wlth
somebaddies, Mlchelangeloturtle"

laments ... “Ineed somecold pizza
on my boo-boos,” referring to his
bruised buttocks. On another oc-

‘ever eating a real plzza ln Italy is

totally different experience.

~ For example, the happy negro
portrayed by TVisin realityamuch -
moreserious.worried person. The
upsurge in rap music by such art-

‘ists'as Public Enemy, KRS-Oneand

NWA shows us a more realistic

* viewoitheblacksituationand self-

image, than TV does. In contrast

" to the wltty joklng negro (a la Bill

part of the TV prdgraxhs and re-
- corded musicthat werecelve? Has

there always been a sensitive side
of America that we do not see?
Some people may feel that we only
receive a limited: bandwidth of
‘cultural frequencies’ from across

“thePaclfic, and that more subltlety

exists in that country than gets to
us, but the reality Is that the Big
City America really is crass and

awful and they seem to belleve
their own hype. A recent Time
magazine contains an article titled
‘Americans foul mouthed pop cul-
ture’ which gives the reader an
idea of the sort of culture we will
soon be importing - X-rated take-
out. It Is no coincidence that the
words ‘take-out’ mean both ‘take-
away food’ and ‘to kill'.

Lets speculate abit, brothers, at
how we can castrate this ultra-
violent droog of a country. Lets
keep the clean pop style, but re-
move the crass carcass that it is
dragging around with it. Lets do
some social engineering on all
imported programs. Just like Ja-
pan, can we also have corruption
with cleanliness?

Americansdo have some degree
of self-control, and their programs
seem to improve slowly, but the
Japanese, whoalso doalotofthelr
media‘American Style’, donot have
agoodrecord with self control and
ethics. Should the day comme when
our biggest trading partner aiso
becomes amedia influence, watch
out! FromP.0.W. camps, {omassa-
cring Dolphins, the Japanese do
not seem to care what the rest of
the world thinks. Could this atti-
tude spread to the mass media? s
this likely to happen? Pizza style
TV welike, but Sushi style?

Sure, its happened to the Ameri-
cans. Sushi bars are the fastest
growing fast food outlet in the U.S. -
today, and “Karate-Kid' style TV
programs are very popular. A
central character of ‘The Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles’isa Rat called
‘Sensel’. (This means ‘teacher’ in
Japanese, and speclfically refers
to a Karate teacher.)

If it can happen to such a one-
eyed people such as the Ameri-
cans, then what hope have we poor
Aussles/ I suggest you follow my
example, and get on down to your
local Karate class, so that when
the first Sushi-Pizzabar opens you
willbetotallyconversant in Edosal
(Grill Bar) slang. American style
Juke boxes will be replaced by
mobile Karaoke (‘Sing Along")
mixing desks. Pinball machines
will give way to Patchinko. Our
Americanisms will no longer have
the mean, street-wise feel that they
presently have. We will no longer
be able to say ‘mother-fucker’ and
mean it. We will not only drive
Japanesestylecars,butd rive Japa-
nese-style words.

But by that time the QUeensiand
rainforest would have become an
extension to the Sanctuary Cove
golf course, and all Holdens will be
rebadged Toyotas anyway. OH
WHAT A FEERING. (Have you no-
ticed how Japanese Kylle Minogue
looks with the sound  turned
down?).

Alljokes aside, this type of specu-
lationDOES sound racist and para-
noid, but must be like the sort of
things said duringthe 60’s by media
watchers as American shows be-
gan to take over the air waves,
From MSG (Mono-sodium-Gluta- -
mate) to MFP (Multi-function Po-
lis), theinfluence of Japan and other
Asian countries may one day rival
that of America. Already, some of
my friends have stopped saying

" ‘Yo' and started saying ‘Hal’. The

Halkuis onthe wall. Infactit seems

tobepalnted overthe Grafiiti. lask
you, brothers, which Aléx do you

prefer, Before or After?



As a play about the transforma-
tion caused by AIDS of the lifesty-
les of promiscuous gays who
worked the notorious beats around
Adelaid inthe 70’s and 80's it was a
satisfactory, if at times glib stage
representation. As aplayabout the
need for community understand-
ing of gays inthe AIDS era it did the
job too, if not as well. | wonder
however, how many members of
that community who it seeks to
educate will attend. Asa play about

= AIDS"in general, however, it fell
4. well short of the mark.

‘This is surprising since the AIDS
council propublicity had been at
pains to tell us that Swimmers was

. notabouthomosexualitybut about

= AIDS issues that affect everyone.

This simply wasn't true. In the pro-
gramme notes Don Hopgood the
S.A. Minister for Health wrote ‘The
play...will raise issues and con-
cerns that affect each and every-
one of us’,

AIDS certainly does concern all
of us but this play’s focus was not

theatre

for all of us. Save some general and
out of place grandstanding pleas
near the finale, the action was

_closely focused on gay men and a

certain type of sexual behavior that
they indulge in. The play’s mes-
sage that there Is more to gay life
than a quick in-out in-out in the
bushes was certainly worthwhile
but even this was muddied by the
playwright Nick Gill's. obvious
concern to widen the message to
Include the *villagers’ (hetero’s) as
being affected by AIDS as well. Since
they usually don't indulge in quick
in-out in the bushes to nearly the
same extent | found the ending
disjointed. The leap from the evo-
lution of gay behaviour caused by
AIDS to a general plea for commu-
nity understanding of gays in gen-
eral and AIDS issues was not cred-
itable and it certainly alienated my

female companion. She thought it

was feeble. Much of the first half

was made irrelevant. The first half

could have been said in half the
time, leaving more time to explore
those Issues that the hotchpotch
ending rolled together.

Gays need understanding from a
sexually repressive/repressed
community who shamefullylink the
‘plague’ with ‘dirty’ and ‘iimmmoral’
social behaviour. Butto place gays
at the epicentre of the AIDS debate
as this play does, is 1 believe to

cloud the wider and dare | saymore
pressing soclal concerns of the
future. The play marginalised the
affect of AIDS on women (they were
never mentioned), IV drug users
and sexualbehaviour of ‘straights’.
As such this play was about recon-
ciling the past for gays: areclama-
tion of history if you like. Fair
enough.

But AIDS education is also about
thefuture and theurgency of chang-
ing behaviour now. The play was
strangely ambivalent about this.
This reinterpretation of the beat
scene was nostalgic. There was a
wistful sadness about the new
platonic, monogamic age of AIDS.
There was under standing and love
certainly but sadness, even reluc-
tance-1 can't help but think about
Blake's Songs of Innocence and Ex-
periencehere. This only conlirmed
for this reviewer that this was a
play about homosexuality in the
AIDS era and not AlDS, and despite
my attempts Lo clear preconcep-
tions about the play from my mind
the script didn't fit the brief.

The set was stunning, with two
huge set paintings of a likely pair of
lads. Some props were a bit super-
fluous ( f.e. the motorblkes en-
trance merely broke up the rythym
of the dialogue- not good), but the
costuming was stunning. The act-
ing was patchy- a bit like the script

(because of?). David Paul Jobling .

as the aggro leather gay turned
new age world weary understand-
ing AIDS victim was excellent. Nic
Hurcombe as the super queen Sil-
ver was very funny, while Mikhael
East as Juvy the ex-Scotch pretty
boy was very pretty indeed- yam
yum, Graham Duckett as Senex the
AIDS prophet and beat guardian
was oh so Adelaide. Henry Collins
as Lev had a nervous first half as
the ex Army marginal head case
but worked better oncehis charac-
ter developed. Unfortunately, the
dancing was embarrasingly amat-
uer while the metaphor of post
AIDS safe sex as ‘skating on thin
ice' was such a hackneyed cliche
that I groaned.

These sort of productions need
encouragement. AIDS education is
vitallyimportant and this reviewer
whole-heartedly supports it and
sympathises withthe plight of gays
in this era of AIDS. Unfortunately,
this brave, worthy and thought-
triggering attempt for me misses
the target. | hope the next show
does not. Time is of the essence.

Steve Jackson

The evening started off on an
unimpressive note, but nonethe-
less was held together by Pomer-
ance’s script and flashes of acting
brilllance that left me feeling sim-
plistically moved, cynical of char-
acter benefactors’ altruistic fronts,

* and impressed by the production
as a whole,

Bernard Pomerance has written

" a script depicting the later years
of John Merrick. Yes, he's the Ele-
phant Man. From the point where
he is dropped by as a circus beast
and adopted by ‘the physician
Frederick Treves, we see how
“John my boy" s ridden as a pro-
motional train by his new found

epht Man

ing moreinteresting and evocative
right to its climax. But | thought
the best touch in the script came
just before the end (you'll kmow
the one if you see the production,
butlfor nowlwon'tspoil your fun).
This scene Is totally unexpected
and breaks any monotany that has
been created.

The Westenders company is a
youth group that won all the most
important of last year's AustArts
awards, for tis production of “Free-
dom of the City” by Brian Friel.
“Elephant Man" is the company’s
fifth production. The companywas

{| Inconsistent across the range of

friends, who are supposedly doing
everything “for his. own good”.
These people .are the only ones
who have have ever been nice to

him, so he is at first unable to see:

their alterior motives, The way

Pomerance has captured these

power relationships and moral in-
discrepancies is simplistic. - Be-
cause of this, the audience gains a
clear understanding of John's
plight, butis not given any subleties
orintricacies for theirbrainto chew
on, Perhaps such complex brain
food is not neccessary because the
straightforward character analysis

of John Merrick and his “friends”is .

interesting enough. The script

builds uponitself, gradually becom- ‘

actors/actresses, from unconvinc-
ing to innovative and brilliant. |
was unimpressed by both the ac-
tresses, who made it painfully
obvious that they were acting, and
gave few hints of actually being
characters. One of the above,

‘Rachel Cassidy, did seem to im-

prove as the character of Mrs.
Kendal, but I feel this strength lay
inher script rather than her acting
technique. The portrayal of minor
characters (sevenactors/acfresses

‘played a total of eighteen roles)

was not payed enough atttention
nor enough care by the actors,and
hence by the director. The por-
trayal was ‘adequate, but the
seemed to forget the point that
minor characters are important in
thelr function of maintaining the
flow of main charcter interplay.

However all of these problems‘
were probably due to thereviewed
performance -being the opening
night, These are all problems of
precision, in which nerves shift the

actors’/actresses’ consciousness
from their character expression to
their lines. What gave me hope
was that each personal perform-
ance and Interaction went from
being nervous and stif at the start
to being convincing and poweful
by the end.

Moreover the performances of
the major characters were excel-
lent. Criag Lenaine, who played
Carr Gomm, needs to relax and
Andrew Mcluckie, who played the
physician, needs tostop SHOUTING
(please). Otherwise these perfro-
mances were faultless in their
character portrayaland in particu-
lar the revealing of their alterior
motives. James Black (the Bishop
and others) and Brant Eustice
(John Merrick) were totally fault-
less, what’s more they gave more
than what was required for an
excellent preformace. John Mer-
rick fs an extremely difficult char-
acter toimitate physically on stage,
but Eustice managed to maintain
the illusion of this unfortunately
grotesque human being without
any elephantlike makeup or cos-
tume. He does this by contorting
his face and limbs, limping and
muffling ‘his voice, each in what
seems to be a very painful fashion.

The set stretches the definition
ofminimalism by being almost non-
existant. But any extavagencies
were ruled out by the productrion
being funded almost entirely out of
the company members’ own pock-
ets. Much of the play involves the

set- representing two separate
rooms, - with an Imaginary door.

joining them. A problem arose

-when when, on at least a dozen.

occassions, the characters walked
straight. through the imaginary
walls. Also there were various
conversations taking place in one

of the rooms, that were meant to
be held unobserved and unheard
by John, whowasinthe otherroom.
But, on each occassion, John was
staring straight through the imagi-
nary dividing wall, following the
conversations tennis-spectator
style. These minor faults are the
resposibility of the director, Eliza-
beth Branford, and there were a
fewmore technical problems which
sheneeds to solve. For example in
scene changes, John walks nor-
mally to his new position, having
just been walking in his awkward
elephant style. Walking normally
in these cases Is neccessary, but
the lights didn't go to a total black
out, and hence allowed the audi-
encetoseeit happen. What’s more
there was a really annoying buzz
coming from either the lights or
the sound system. But these are

minor lapses in Branford's direc-

tion, whichis overall a dlfflcu]t task
well executed :

'Though 1 have ‘picked out the
faults here, I do not wish to dicour-
age people attending. This pro-
ducton deserves good houses, it's
a youth theatre group putting ona
sound and impressive performance
of an excellent play.

The Westenders present

The Elephant Man

by Bernard Pomerance °

The Chapel, Theatre 62, 62
Burbridge Rd

Season Closed

Ben Mudge
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“But daarrr-ling,
I just lurve your
dress!”

The Law Stu-
dents’ Society An-
nual ball pranced

along in wobbly
stillettos at the Old
Lion Ballroom. How
many ballroomshave
you seen with graf-
fitied walls? Not very
many in our lifetime.
The way the taffeta
blended against the
backdrop of
“Bum Posse” street-
tuff scrawlings was
like anose-ring on the
Queen mother.

The Old Lion, well what can you
say? The placeis old.

Unperturbed by the the nean-
derthal bouncer at the door we
flashed our passportsintothe gath-
ering of the soclal elite-EIGHTEEN
DOLLAR tickets (a pittance for
today's future lawyers) The ball-
room greeted us, bedecked with
genderspecificballoons (predicta-
bly plnk and blue) attached to al-
ternate chairs. The multitudes
magically swelled in number as
soonas thetwohours of free drinks
began.

Alcohol is an interesting sub-
stance. It can make some people
ratherviolent, while others end up
expressing thelr desires to Lam-
bada the night away to the crass
strains of Barry Manilow.

Noonecanescapethesirencalls
of this wicked menace, not even
the upright students of our coun-
try'sfinelnstitutions, Lawstudents.
Thesefine specimens of purity and
intelligence are the future of this

country’s moral fibre. But when in
contact with the evils of bubbly
yes, even they are susceptible to

its vile influence, a strange hap- -
peningoccurs. Boundaries of class

and education slip away with inhi-

~ bitions and some active social in- -,

teractlon Is actually produced.
Much to our surptlse the atmos-

pherewas relaxed and (gulpl)dare

we say it...friendly. Your two dis-
criminating reviewers blended In
" wearing vintage seventies’ formal
_ attire, saw all, missed nothing and
‘were confided in by all.

The ball wasin full swingand the |

revelers were getting abit peckish.
What did the organisers provide
the punters...the humble chlcken
supper. The chicken supper, sav-

four and llberator of Law Society
funds or anyone in fact who wants

to put on a show for. the least

amount of expenditure possible. :

' We personallydon't mind achicken
supper, but find. it quite amusing
seelng peoledressed intheirhlred

. Karl Chehade suits and Tammy’s

AslanFashiondresses, ripping bar-

paricallyinto theloins of this feath-

 ered creature like The Family at a

university

All the fun of the Ball! At the top is a member of
the ruling class having a suitable drink; in the
middle are the authors having suitable drinks; and
at the bottom is new Union President Andrew
Lamb, and his companion.

1

teddy bear’s picnic.

For some the food held little at-
traction. They remained un-
tempted by stringy chicken and
dehydrated rolls and were un-
moved by the calls of the pumping
grooves, but oncetheyhad become
well oiled with alcohol their more
venomous and sinister callings
gained precedence. Yes, the call-
ing of the gossip. His/her environ-
ment s in any apparentlyinnocent
conversatlon and the gossip's
tongue is also given freereininthe
toilets. You canrecognise them by
such distinctive lines as;"Did you
hear that such and such...” or “I'm
not supposed to tell you but...”,
The 1990 Law Ball was a veritable
breeding ground for such crea-
tures. Any unsuspecting person
glving relief to nature's various

_callings could fall victim to such

malicious tripe, being exposed to
sordld tales of lust and loathing as
they go about their business.ltisa
sorrystateofaffairsIndeed whena
person who does not fall to such
levels can't go into a toilet to re-
lievetheir predictably bulgingblad-
der and remain aurally unmolested
by thetales of such social vultures.
Many such self-declared social
arbiters spent the whole evening
discussing and destroying reputa-
tions with rellsh. They make soap
operas and mini-serles seem feeble
and Inadequate entitles indeed in
comparison to thelir tabloid tales
of campus life.

Things were running like the af-
termath of a curry dinnerupto this
point. Music is the factor which
can really make or break the night.
The Grand Master JamD.J, churned
out awicked sound stapling people
to the dance floor with those clas-
slc Housetracks with such thought
provoking lyrics as “I've got the
hots for you”, “Pump up the jam"
and the song they should use for

“ advertising period pain tablets,
“Ride On Time.” The crowd was

movin' and a grovin' and having a

“folly wonderful time and then the

band came on. .
Fifi Blue (whose real name is

Saaanndra) sauntered on to the °

stage In a inconspicuous brilliant

‘bronzelame number accompained

by her balding gerlatric cohorts

The Flames. The band:wasn’t ali

that bad, but if you have got a D.J.
and you don’t like the music you

changetherecord.But withaband
| I'mafriad its not that easy. Al FIfi -

could do'was change her dresses
and it didn’t work. The nostalgicin
the crowd bopped away to covers

_-of the Beatles, The Stones, and the

all * time classic “Summertime

:-Blues”. Needless to say people were
~longing for the return of the D.J.:
During this superlative perform- -

anceafewIndustrious members of

Closet exhibitionists also
claimed the 1990 Law Ball as their
natural habitat. We witnessed the
transformationof many from mild-
mannered study-beasts who lurk
in the darkest alcoves of the Barr
Smith. Oneparticularlyretiringand
Introverted Law student grabbed
the spotlight on the dancefioor,
gyrating wildy, a vision in blue
velvet as she exposed (to the stu-
pefied gasps of her audlence of
observers)legs encased Inapair of
provocative suspenders and stock-
ings. Others enjoyed making siml-
lar spectacles of themselves, thelr
efforts being warmly received by
their appreciative audience,

House style dancing was the
general order of the eveningbut an
excessively inebriated few per-
formed personal verslons of the
raunchy lambada with a co-opera-
tive partner, but never once was
this number enacted on theactual
dancefloor, but accomodating
substitutes for the dancefloor were
to be found in dim corners and
carparks. So let it be known that
these lawstudents areresourceful
beings.

As the evening wore on many
straggled off, back to their domes-
tic nests with the realisation hit-
ting that tomorrow this night of
Bacchanalla would be nothing but
an oft cherished memory and a
nagging hangover with which to
greet the following day’s lectures.
A privileged number journeyed to
such bourgeols haunts as the Hil-
ton to endevour to preserve the
Incredibly classy feel of the Ball
that they had Just enjoyed, well
into the night. Others, enduring
hedonists, lingered on to savour
the last moments of this memo-

rableevent as the LawBall for 1990
crled its last bittersweet death

throestothestrainsof PeterAllen’s
“l Go To Rio”, reluctant to leave.
Somehow, the DJ's playing of the
Barry Manilow classic “Copaca-
bana” seemed to do the trick for
even the toughest diehards and
soon all that remalned were some
flaccid balloons and scattered piles
of demoiished chooks.

ABallIs abourgeois euphemism
foryour homely piss-up, Why don't
they save people some money on
hired suits and taffeta and get
everybody to meet down at Elder
Park with a six-pack, bottle of Jin -
Beam and apacket of Twisties. But
hey, It gives everybody.an excuse
to keep Mr. Chehade In business
and flaunt themselves like Clcclo-
lina’s left breast. : o

Louise Barrett

) Jason,BOO‘tle, |

the gathering had deviated from
* the norm: of conversation, danc-- "

ing, drinking and attacking the =~
chicken ‘carcasses provided and - ..

| hadpositioned themselves on the -
-ramps at the back of the ballroom

for a'quick recreational snog.



The Tall

Trak and Greater Union
a Mel Smith film

There's something about tall men (of the
skinny variety) that attracts the sympathy
of the average-stature person. In “The Tall
Guy”, Jeff Goldblum's forlorn, puppy-look
creates an awkwardness that makes an
audiencefind himso endearing. Inhissuper-
man pyjamas, he just hangs for the entirety
of the film. Goldblum’s character, Dexter
King (a name totally at odds with his status
as a constant butt of sadistic jokes), is an
American actor playing in one of the West
End's revues. He s the support for the main
attraction, Ron Anderson (played by the
Black Adder himself, Rowan Atkinson). Six
years of being assaulted with anironbar by
Ron and still being paid less than the coke
machine in the dressing room has made
Dexter look weary. He has lost the very
necessary ability to be surprised and looks
merely non-plussed by the parade of naked
men in the flat he shares with an ever-bed-
ded Carmen (Geraldine James).

Dexter’'s past romances do not form a
repertoire of passionate memories but a
succession of excuses for women refusingto
sleep with him. The most memorable being:
“My flatmate is feeling depressed, sol owe it
to her not to.”

Dexter's redeeming feature is his allergy
todust particles and feathers asthis precipi-
tates the resurrection of a decent romance.

While at the hospital for treatment, Dexter
meets and falls in love instantly with Nurse
Kate Lemon. Yes, there are the mandatory
quips about her name: Dexter’s reflection
that “atieastitisn’t as bad as Kate Tampon”
is the beginning of a beautiful relationship.
Ecstacy among milk cartons and toast fol-
lows.

Dexter’slifeis transformed when helands
apart in a musical version of the “Elephant
Man” called, triumphantly, “Elephant!” For
me, the scenes revolving around this pro-
duction were the funniest of the film. The
director of the musical, Gavin {what else
could he possibly be called?), has a grand
vision of Morality wedded with Music. His
next production is a musical version of
“Richard IlI”, subtlely entitled “Dirty Dick”.

The allusions to “Phantom of the Opera”
are clear with a very Sarah Brightman-like,
chipmunk figure becoming Dexter's new
fantasy.

Therehearsals forthe production and the
eventual performance scenes are so hide-
ously tasteless they almost subsume the
whole film. In fact, I think 1 liked these few
scenes better than the whole film. I wanted
to watchthe whole production of “Elephant!”
because it seemed an important social phe-
nomenon. “Elephant!” coupled with therare
but brilliant farcical scenes of Rowan Atkin-
son make “The Tall Guy” very funny. There
is a devilish scene with two nuns dancing in
front of the crucifixin red-sequinned outfits

that allows Rowan Atkinsonto stealthe film.
The fact that the rest of the film is, by con-
trast, mildly pathetic does not seem to
matter. All of the characters seemed pa-
thetic and so the remaining scenes still
exuded genuine warmth and Monty Py-
thonesque exaggeration.

The ending is deliberately trite: settothe
strains ofthat nice little song by “Madness”
of a few years back, “It Must Be Love...”.
Director Mel Smith has balanced comic ex-

aggeration with witty dlalogue so that the
film appears both manic in character and
essentiallyromanticintone. There are some
moments of insight but virtually no irony.
Foronce, afilm withnoirony?ltis a straight-
forward story but I liked its simplicity and |
especlally liked all of the actors’ faces (no
skifump noses or symmetrical jaw-lines
here).

Emily Boase

Pretty Woman

Academy Cinemas
a Garry Marshall film

Once upon a time a spell was cast on a
handsomely aging prince, He couldn’t con-
trol his lawyer's Lotus, keep his girlfriend or
even get angry with his dead father. Then
one daya beautiful princess in disguise came
walking along the street. She jumped into
the car, into his hotel room and broke the
spell with her magic kiss.

The title to this movie says it all- pretty
woman, pretty man, pretty cars, pretty
clothes, all in all, a pretty good film. If you
ever dream of capital R Romance, Riches
and Rodeo Drive shopping, this is a movie
for you- escapism par excellence. After all,

it's okay to admit we all have our crutches.
And for the discerning dreamers, | didn't
find it particularly chauvanistic or offen-
sively affluent,

Richard Gere is still one of the sexiest
things on celluloid. Hehas a warming smile,
asuitable air of helplessness and providesa
generous background for JuliaRoberts, It is
Roberts, however, who brings the real magic
to this movie. With her Suzanna Arquetta
coltish mobility and Audrey Hepburn style
(it’s all in the mouth folks), she is magnetic
as the loser turned prostitute turned hero-
ine, Vivien, who hits the b**»*¥*¥arwrujg
timewhen poorlittlerichboyEdward needs
directions. In her climb from Hollywood
Boulevard hookertomillionaire’s escort she

is assisted by the most unlikely fairy god-
mother. Hector Ellizondo plays the suspi-
clous looking, shifty eyed hotel manager
who proves to have a heart of gold. The
other stars ofthe show are theclothes. Julia
Roberts goes from tie to dye nylon to black
lace and red velvet with ease, of course with
a body liké hers, anything is going to hang
welll Actually, apart from what the clothes
reveal, which iIs quite a bit, we don't see
much of her body. What a set-up - Richard
Gere with a pro for a girlfriend, but whereis
the sex? Surprisingly absent apart from a
few classy, tantalising teasers, one almost

feels that the censors have had a wee snip.

hereand there, but I thinknot. thisis afterall

a falry story, and we know that fairles (the

. original ones anyway) never had anythingto

do with sex, the closest they got was bap-
tisms. So too nothing as sordid as sweaty
bodies are allowed to intrude on this fan-
tasy, eventherapeis cut abruptly short and
we never see the murder victim.

It's a fun movie, with all the Pygmalion
gags, and a few more, thrown together so
neatly and effortlessly that the old cliches
are funny again. It doesn’t pretend to be
anything but a dream, set in the city of
dreams and as such, well, it's almost as good
as thetrailers promised.

Penelope Lucas Read



Fontana
The House of Love

Fontana Records

The House of Love areanEnglish
pop band In the tradition of Lioyd
Cole & The Commotions, XTC and
evenoccassionally ThePolice.Now
that we've got rid of the Robert
Plant fans, their second album is
called Fontana, and it's a real
grower, l.e.I'vehad it for two weeks
andllikeit moreeverytimellisten.

“Hannah” Is a 6-minute rise-and-
fall epic, and as such is a strange
choice for an opener, as it's the
sort of track that usually goes near
the end of side 2. It sounds like
“Synchronicity 1" in parts, and
showcases Guy Chadwick’s talent
for arrangement at its best.

“Hannah” fades into psychedelia
and thensegues directlyinto “Shine
On”, the sort or song that English
muslc journos spend hundreds of
words spouting about. Despite a
superfluous guitarsoloandadumb
stutterinthe chorus (“She-she-she-
Shine On"), it is undeniably one of
those pop tunes which Is worth
treasuring. ‘

“The Beatles and the Stones” is
ostensibly about the *60s, but also
captures the feellng of listening to
your favourite bands (“TheBeatles
and the Stones/Made it good to be
alone™).

Fontanahas beenlike giving birth
for Guy Chadwick, spanning overa
year of hesitalion, the departure of
thelr orlginal guitarist and the use
of four separate producers. And by
the way - it isn 't a self-titied album:
afact which seemstohaveescaped
most radio stations and even the
local record company.

The most obvious single after
“Shine On” is “I Don’t Know Why |
Love You”, and other highlights
are*32ndFloor”, “Shakeand Crawl”
and “InaRoom”, which overcomes
a supremely silly intro to become
oneofthe classics Lioyd Colenever
wrote,

Fontana Isn't likely to shake the
world off its axis or feature heavily
in retrospectives on the great al-
bums of the 1990s, but if you want
a collection of mature pop songs
wrltten by a talented songwriter,
you'd be foolish to go much fur-
ther. .

Simon Healy

Gaskrankinstation/
Crash Hot

Headless Chickens
Flying Nun/Festival
20

“Gaskrankinstation” (don’t bein-

timidated, split it up into three
parts)is an absolute classic. Work-
ing class woe and futility, a key-
board riff thatjust won't quit jump-
ing up and down, a song which
starts llke a pop ditty and then
goes apocalyptic onyoubefore you
notice; it's all part of a unique
musical experience which you
should partake of Inmediately.
. Ismore commercial thananyth-
ing on the Chicken's Stunt Clown LP
and moves them firmly out of the
realm of an experimental band. it
also ‘contains a couple of lines
which deserve to go down in his-
tory. To take them out of context of
the song would spoil their effect.
Sufficeto say, however, thatat one
point they throw in, appropos of
absolutely nothing,

Igot a cat called Ed

He'savicious little bugger when it
comes to being fed

In a song about the existential
pointlessness oflifetoboot!“Crash
Hot” Is a dance tune which mixes
This Is Serious Mum coked out of
their heads with The Fall. It proba-
bly won't get played at Le Rox this
weekend (but deserves to).

Even more significant than the

records

fact that this is a gnarly record Is
that New Zealand’'s legendary
Flying Nun record label (The Chil-
lis, The Bats, Jean-Paul Sartre Ex-
perience Straitjacket Fits) is now
being released In Australia on Fes-
tival. It's great to see amajor label
doing something worthwhile,

See, guys - it's not all brickbats.

Simon Healy

Across The Nullar-
bor

Assorted Artists
ABC/Polygram

“AcrosstheNullarbor”is anindie
compilation of sixteen bands from
Perth. A Triple J backed produc-
tion, ithas received masses of pro-
motion and airplay on Triple J.

It is a pity that Triple J's first at-
tempt to promote bands outside of
the easternstates resulted inasub-
standard record. Thereseemslittle
doubt that “Across the Nullarbor”
was rushed job.

“Across the Nullarbor” could be
described as half a record, for the

' first side Is good and the second

side disgraceful.

There are several bands on the
A-side that sound promising, with
the Fur Versions being the band of
note. Their song, Someone Said, is
hypnotically sung by a female
vocalist and contains layers of
grinding guitar work.

The Fur Versions, alone, make
the album mildly attractive.

Shane Carty

I Just Want My Fun
Exploding White
Mice

The Greasy Record Com-
pany ‘
The only thing that makes me
reassess my hatred of singles is

a record like this, that can jus-
tify the parting of one’s lunch-

money from their person.
The A-side, “l Just Want MyFun”,
Is taken from the Mice's forth-
comingalbum, “Exploding White
Mice”, and has a fantastic lead.
Whilethesong could beaccused
ofsoundinglike aRamones song
it Is far more spritely than
Ramones material.
The second side is just as good
" and contains two songs; with
Jack Jacomos singing lead vo-
cals on the second. Both songs
capture the energy of a live Ex-
ploding White Mice perform-
ance. ,
With the songs on the B-sidenot
beingincluded onthe Mice'snew
album, “l Just Want My Fun” be-
comes amust for all fans of the
Mice. ‘
Shane Carty

For a while Public Enemy ap-
peared to have lost touch with
the world of Rap music which
seemed to have been taken over
by De la Soul, The Jungle Brothers
and YoungMC, etc. However, they
areback, bigger and strongarthan
ever,

Thils 12" is the second to be
taken from Public Enemy’s latest
album Fear of a Black Flanet,
which has been at the centre of
controversy in the American
musicscenesinceitsrelease, due
to a supposed anti-semetic lyric
content in ‘Welcome to the Ter-
ror Dome’ (the first 12" from the
album).

Anyhow, 911-equivalent ofthe
000 emergency numbere here -is
brilliant! Flavor Flav, amember of
the group, Is Cold Lampin’ (going
solo) to the beat of:

“So get up

Get, get, get down

911 is joking your town....”

The track has Flav taking us on
a hype tip about the troubles of
trying to get the emergencyserv-
ices inhis town to respondto his

911 is a Joke/Revo-
lutionary Genera-
tion

Public Enemy

DefJam/CBS 12"

Record of the
‘eek

and indeed anyone’s call:

“Now I dialled 911 along time
ago

Don't you see how late they're
reactin’'?

They only come, and

They come when they wanna

... Everyday,

They don't never come correct

You can ask my man,

Right here with the broken
neck!”

Side B leatures ‘Revolutionary
Generation'.

“This jam is a reprimand
(Boyee)

Day to day America eats its
young”

This funky jam is about how
America “teaches us how to dis
our sisters”and thatltis up to our
generation to stop the injustice
that has continued for decades,
even centures agalnst women
(“Soul Sisters™);

“They disrespected Mamma
and treated

her like dirt.

Americatookherreshapedher § °

Raped her, Nol '

but it never made the paper.”

These tracks kick da “flyest
dope manoeuvre technicality”
and should be gold plated. ‘Fear
of a Black Planet’ is the album of
the century, listen to it Yeah
Boyee,

BSG POSSE :

Bumrush Review Syndicate

Steve Earle,
Beethoven, ConcreteBlonde, Paul -

The Caution Horses

Cowboy Junkies
BMG |

The term ‘country music’ tends
to conjure up images of a redneck
sitting on a barstool and whinging
about how some bitch has gorie
and left him with fifty screaming
kids, two hundred acres of wheat
inthefield andno-onebut his down-
home nigger-lynching mates for

- ‘company.

However, -modern artists like
Camper - Van

Kelly and Stan Ridgway are;, if not
outright country, at least influ-
enced by it, and prove that the
genre can have relevance in the
modern ‘age. Cowboy Junkie are

the latest revolutionaries to

emerge, Their manifesto is simple:

“to bring beauty back to music”.
Whatever country Is, it's not

= music for partying all night long or

to inspire one to'leap up and start

therevolution. It’s morose: perfect -

forlayingin front of a fire. on a cold
night or curling up in your room
feeling miserable. As head funkie

‘Michael Timmins put it, “Sad songs

are the prettiest”.

The Caution Horses, like thelr
first Australian release, The Trin-
ity Session, is verybeautiful, But at
first, it's diiferent to notice that
I’s ‘even  there. TCH reluses- to
become loud no matter how high

~youturn the volume: it's analbum
of subtlety, space, nothingness; '

theperfectantidoteto the louder,

faster, bigger’ modernist howl.
Michael Timmins’ lyrics are.

- modern, however: whispered in

Margo Timmins’ ethereal hush,
there’s often a clever irony thére|
which you don’t pick upuntil'the}.
second orthird listén. The single
“SunComes Up, it's ‘Tuesday
Morning” isn't only notable for its{ .
lack of a: chorus and refusal to

engage in. production tricks to}"

garnish radio play - lt's also qul-
etly defiant:
Sure I'll admit there are nmes ;

‘when I miss you

“but ... ve just gbt to tell you ,
- that I kind of like this. extra few

~ feetin my bed.

If you're prepared to set a few
preconceptions aside, The Caution
Horses is very, very beautlful

Simon Healy




November
Spawned a Mon-
ster

‘Morrissey

His Master's Voice
7"

Dear Morrissey,

You can't half bloody moan,
can you?

Your last effort, as every-

body who heard it knows,
sucked shit through a straw,
and seemed to suggest toaiot
of us that you were a spent
force. Areyou up for member-
ship of the club of irrelevant
English eccentrics who spend
their fading years searcing for
that elusive phrase which will
land them inthe Penguin Book
of Quotations? '

Having ditched Stephen
Street (or was it the other way
around? I shan't pryInto your
privatelife, you'vealreadyhad
too many unhappy affairs),
you've had to go In search of
another songwriter,

I'm delighted with your dis-
covery of Clive Langer. “No-
vember Spawned a Monster”
is a neat little groove which

The Wonder Stuff wouldn’t be
ashamed to own, and almost
close to the brilliance of... ah,
but | mustn’t remind you of
that, either.

I know that you won’t agree
with me on this, but must you
insist on singing on your rec-
ords? Your incessant drone
used to be cute and unique,
but it’s 1990 now, and even
Nick Cave has grown up. How
about some singing lessons?

"You must be sick of hearing
people saying that you're re-
peating yourself lyrically, as
you've been doing it for the
last twoyears now. The stream

of inspiration just seemed to "

narrow slowly until it was
scarcely worth searching for
the good stufl in the preten-
tious bile.

I'm sorry, Moz, but | shan’t
accept any J-Curve theories;
“Ouija Board” was your abso-

-lute nadir, and “NSAM” is a

good step up from that, but |
shouldn't rush back to the
typewriterifl were you. Havea
long, slow, hard think ... and
then record a cover of “He's
Gonna Step On You Again”.
Trust me.

Yours in angst,

Simon Healy

A Castof Aspersions
Louis Tillett
Festival

Louis Tillett has been an impor-
tant .igure on the Sydney scene for
over a decade.

He plays what could be termed
“genuine biues”, with the mood-
always downbat, conjuring pic-
tures of grey days and a miserable
world. The tunes are fuelled by
Tillett’s whisky-ravaged voice in
accompaniment with saxaphonists
who never wear anything but black
and live in condemned buildings.

The highlight of the album is the

_ bravesingle“Condemned To Live”

which deals with racist violencein
America’s deep south, partially by
Jello Biafra's tactic of using the
song as amouthplecefortheultra-
right viewpoint.

The only out-and-out stinker is
thecall-and-responseduet of “Long
Walk Home", with him pleading “I1
really love you baby”, and her
replying “Drop dead, creep”. This
sort of thing should be restricted
to Rock Operas and Meatloal al-
bums.

lfyou're prepared to forgivethat
one blemlsh (and | am), A Cast of
Aspersions succeeds in Tlllett's
attempt to “return to music with
heart”. Ameatyalbum, is the truest
sense of the word.

Simon Healy

A Dream’s A Dream
Soul II Soul
Virgin 12"

Jazzie B once again gives us a

:beautiful song: mellow, full voices,

chimes in the background and a
great beat. However, these, com-
bined with the ‘obligatory’ Jaz«#
voice over, are beginning to make
Soul Il Soul sound a bit staid. The
clubdub onsideBis faster,and the
beat, which is given essentially by
the piano, is more prominent-defi-
nitely the best part of these mixes.

“A Dream’s -a Dream” fits per-

| fectly intothe Ambient Housestyle

which was popular about a month
ago. However, it lacks the energy

" which Is thankfully making its way

backInto the clubsatthe moment.
“Courtney Blows” on side B is a
trumpet instrumental, nice, but

Bl deflnitely a “fill in”.

Hopefully, Soul I Soul will res-
-ume their position as the innova-
tors of each new style with their

| next offering, this one’s good but

f | not quite fresh enough.

Genevidve Marjoribanks and
AndrewBeveridge .

eCamper Yan Beethoven definitely
have blown out their Australian
tour, but it is not yet confirmed
whether the group have split up.
Public Enemy’s new Fear Of A
Black Planet album (review next
ish) has gone Top 20 in Adelalde
despitetherefusal of the dinosaurs
at SA.FM to acknowledge its exis-
tence by adding it to their playlist.
Fairly obvious, when you think
about it; PE’s artistic integrity can
be equated with Paula Abdul and
Cher, and is obviously below the
lofty heights of Michael Bolton, All
together: “Straight out racist, the
suckers are simple and plain...”
»Meanwhile, watch out for Bryant
Gumbel’s forthcoming LP, Fear Of
A Coffee-Coloured Planet.

eSong title of the week goes to The
Dead Milkmen, authors of “The
Thing That Only Eats Hipples” and
“Punk Rock Girl”, whose new al-
bum (called Metaphysical Graffiti)
features the track “If You Love
Somebody, Set Them On Fire”.
oEx-Hiisker Dii lead singer Bob
Mould is not dead, despite state-
ments made on Student Radio to
the contrary.Inarecent interview,
he promised the Axeman that he

would come down “to get the bas-
tard who started the rumour.”
eMay 17 marked the 10th anniver-
sary of lan Curtis’ suicide by hang-
ing, putting an end to both Joy
Division and the shortlived Curtls
and Tenille project “Love WillKeep
Us Together”. Thelyrlcs werelater
altered to “l bet alot of pseudo-hip
JMlisteners will votethis thegreat-
est song of all time in 1990, even
though they were only 9 when it
was released.”
Comingsoon!“Thelan Curtis Moti-
vational Tapes”-start your day the
lan Curtis wayl

e[,ocalheroes The Mark Of “Could
we have some more foldback,
please” Caln played their last gig
ever (for 18 months) on May 12 at
the Old Queen's Arms. It was one of
their best, the smiling boys playing
virtually everything from Battlesick
and a good deal from their newie,
Young, Content and Well-Adjusted,
whlich should be out soon.

e Almost confirmed for Adelaideare
The Fall and The Smithercens,
both likely to be playing the Old
Lion.

*Two international tours not to
hold your breath for are Faith No *
More and Public Enemy, both
tipped to tour the eastern states
later in the year. The Axeman was
informed that it was unlikely that
PE could be lured to Adelaide,
as,”They hate guys like us”.
*Ricky May died this weekin 1988
of a frightening blubber attack,
three years to the day after Meat-
loaf played the Thebarton The-
atre. Coincldence? We think not.

Slam

The Dan Reed Net-
work _

Phonogram

One of the best new records |
have heard this year. Like Van
Halen, Iftheyhad been signed to
Motown 25 years ago-full of wit,
noise and groovy cool parts.

~ Slam]s a fresh blend of big gui-
tars and intelligently used syn-

thesizers that for the most part .

worksbrilliantly (“MakeitEasy”,

““Doln’ the Love Thing™) but on

‘some  tracks. competely fall
*~ apart. This is the record's only
fault, two or three songs come
off like Foreigner or Loverboy -

; i#
pouncyrock with annoyingbeep
sounds, bigchoruses about bad
boys and good girls, etc. Luck-
ily, this only happens a few
times. Theinfluence of producer
Nile  Rodgers (Chic) Is easily
heard and gives potentially
borlngfiller tracks real guts and
heart (“Slam” and “Seven Sis-
ters Road”). Also ballads, espe-
cially “Rainbow Child” and
“Strongerthan Steel”, do not fall
into the trap of being corny or
the ‘contrived follow up single’.
This Is everything that Bon Jovi
.tries: to be, Midnight Oil are
smart to have Dan Reed sup-
porting overseas. They deserve
the recognition they will get,.



Henry Rollins is currently making his sec-
ond tour of Australla and New Zealand in 15

months. Hehas comehereafterhaving taken -

two rest days at the conclusion of a Euro-
pean tour. At the conclusion of his Austra-

lian tour heis returning to the United States -

toperform aseries of spoken word shows by
himself. The Rollins Band averages around
one hundred shows a year in about fifteen
countries, seperate from the sixty or so
spoken word performances that Roilins will
do himself. The fact that he finds himself
performing almost every second night of his
life does not diminish theintenslty of his act.
From his time in Black Flag, one of the pre-
mier L.A, punk bands of the 80s, to his cur-
rent work with the Rollins Band, his shows
have been known for his extreme and in-
tense performances, which go beyond
rock'n’roll posturing.”It’s just the way | feel
music”, explains Rollins.”It’s what feels right
- the way [ do it Is what
feels natural. It's not
something 1 go put on -
it's what feels real.”
Rollins’ brutal perform-
ancestylenaturally leads
to vastly different reac-
tions within his audience.
Athislast Adelaideshow,
opinions ranged from
those who found the :
show Inspirational to :
those who found it repel-
lent, which does not :
bother Rollins in the
least..”lfound someof the
audience in Adelalde re- :
pellent as well-drunk, ig-
norant pigs. 1 found it :
really disgusting, people
after the show telling us :
not to play that ‘nigger :
music’. That really re-
pulsed me as'well, so...]
repulseyou,yourepulse
me, whatever”,
Despitehavingbeenat
theforefront ofhardcore
music for a decade, the
musicof the Rollins Band
is not simple thrash, but

also incorporates elements of jazz and the o

blues. Rollins Is pleased with his band’s

latest album Hard Volume, on which the -
power of theband's performanceis matched -

by the hard honesty of Rollins’ singing. The
album closes with “Down and Away”, a
howling eight minute opus which Rollins
describes as being about,"Distance - it's

about not being able to get close to people, .

which is, uh...” He pauses in his considera-
tion of the song’s meaning. “l wrote it about
me, not being able to get close to people™.
One of the other standout tracks Is “l Feel
Like This”, a song dealing with,"that feeling
that escapes description, but when you're

there, you're there, you're it, it’s you.'I feel .
likethis'-‘Well, how?’-*Youknow, like this".”

He eschews any notion of political song-
writing. “I got no politics. My politics are if
you comeinto my houseIwill blow youaway
with 2 9mm handgun. That’s my politics.”

Despite his seeminglyuncaring attitudeto ¢

his audience, Rollins feels responslbility for
his music and performances. Almost

music

Thebrilliant and very intense Henry Rollins band are
coming back to Australia. Paul Champion reports

* uniquely for a rock musician, he reads all of
- his fan mall and attempts to answer most of
~ his letters. “Sometimes they don’t require
. an answer, but if | get a letter, someone
~ wants to know someth!ng, I'll drop them a
card. | just feel  should be responsible for
what I'm putting out there. If I'm Inspliring
some thought in someone and they wanna
say something, well, 1 don’'t wanna be some
untcuchable entity like Van Halen, you're
" never going to get to VanHalen, but you can
write aletter to me and I'll definitely read it.
Sometjmes [ don’t answer-I1get someletters
from Australia every once in a while and |
4 just don't have the money to always wrlte
back ‘cause it's kind of expensive, postage-
wise. | appreciate someone taking time out
to get in contact. [ respect that, So if they
wanna know something, I'll answer it, no
, problem, I'm a person too.
“r mverythankful that people cometo our
- shows.Ireallyhate those
performers, well, I don't
hatethem, ljust hatetheir
attitude when they have
so0 much contempt for
their crowd. Not that I'm
always in love with my
audience when some-
one's just cracked me in
the head with a bottle,
but these peoplecometo
shows - they're taking
time out of their lives to
spend it with us in the
- evening and | really dig
that. It's really wonder-
ful.”

Given the almost super-
human tour schedule he
sets himself and the
demands of his other
ventures, such as his pub-
lishing company which
has released twelve ofhis
own books, what does
L . Rollins do to relax? He
ST T ;: pauses before answering,

' “ L i ft
weights...fuck...listen to
music [Fugazi, Public

,,,,, Enemyand John Coltrane
: being favourltes] .get ready for the next
tour, I guess. I'don’t have much time off.”

By allindications, Rollins hasno intention
of changing that situation. He cites the ex

- ampleof JohnLeeHooker. “The guy’s seven-
tysomething, he's still playing. You see that
."alot, these old country and western guys.

Why do you think they're doing it? ‘Cause

music is really addictive, to play is just so
great, | think it would be really hard to not

play after a while.”

For the timebeing, though, Rollins has no
complaints about the life he has devoted to
his art, doing the “Rollins-thing”, as he calls
it. “I ke it, I really do. [ couldn’t be doing It
this hard if1 didn't like it.'m notrich, 1 don’t
get alot of girls chasing me; [ don’t have a
Lear jet, There’s no.fringe benefits other

" than getting to rock out, and do the music
“and perform and be there. So I like it”,
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books

“If you are going to Asla, Thal-
land, SouthernEurope or Southern
America particularly, the goddam
read upaboutit, don'tjust go there
and think ‘Why are they all looking
at me?'.”

Used by Ms White in her guide
for women travelling alone, “Going
Solo” aptly sumsup thebasic theme
of her book which is written for
both the novice and experienced
woman traveller.

Although parts of the book may
seem elementary for the regular

~ [etsetter, other chapters such as

“Street smarts and self-defence”,
“Coping with down times”, “Work/
Studyabroad” provide detailed in-
formatlon that covers every conti-
nent and is sure to add to any
women'’s knowledge. To thebegin-

" ner, every facet of the guide is

essential. The “General Informa-
tion” section includes a brief dis-
cussion about travelling alone
which is inspiring enough to en-
courage one to undertake a solo
journey, however, Ms White does
also point out the obvious disad-

vantages of belng alone overseas.
From travelling on a budget to af-
fordingluxury hotels is discussed.
Check lists, accommodation op-
tions, travellingwithin the destina-
tion area, travelling with chiidren,
and women's health is also in-
cluded in this section.

Thenext section, titled “Destina-
tions™,is superb. Each headingisa

different country or place, and -

listed below is detailed, useful and
interesting information. More
specified possible accommodation
options for women are listed, in-
cluding contact number and ad-
dresses.lmportant phonenumbers
are given for each country, for
example, police, rape crisis centres,
taxis, Australian/British/American
embassies, and touriest informa-
tion lines. Advice Is given about
the stateof public transport, health
and hyglene services for women,
and possible work and study op-
tions.

Other possible headings in this
section include ‘Safe and unsafe
areas’, ‘Demographics’, ‘Entertaln-

ment’, ‘Crime’, ‘Meeting people’and
‘Socialising/Sightseeing/Nightlife'.
Most crucial, however, is theinfor-
mation regarding attitudes to
women. Due to. existing cultural
values and attitudes toward lone
westernwomen travellers,insome
extreme cases, certain countries
arebest avolded. At the veryleast,
women should be aware of which
countries requirebehaviour modi-
fications and howtheseshould best
be executed.

In summary, the guide ls essen-

. tial for any woman traveller, espe-

cially if she Is alone, for as well as
Informing her of life-threatening
dangers, and finding her aplaceto
stay, it canenrich herjourney with
thehandyinformation thatit holds.
It is also inspirational for women
to discover theworld alone, giving
the support needed through prior
knowledge of problems that may
arise, as well as the reassurance
that other women have, and can,
travel successfully and happily,
solo.
Chaddei Qhoecywn

Prints In the Valley
Robert Carter
Picador - $10.99

Theblurb onthe back cover sum-
marises the book’s purpose quite
well, so rather than risk plagiarism
(God forbidl), let me quote it In

‘part: “Prints in the Valley explores

the contrast in culture and con-
sclousness between four dlfferent
individuals: Alec, the ... school
.... French

bia; Jack, her vulnerable son; and
Koam, the New Guinean girlwhois
considered sanguma, a sorceror.”
Sounds quite simple, right?

Notexactly. Let meaddthat Alec:

counsels Jack, which leads him to

- Jack’s mother Anik, but then Jack

kills his own father’s homosexual

. lover, Damien; so as jack can stay

“.out of the Detention Centre, his
estranged parents re-unite and
return to France; the affair beween
" Anik and Alecalls through, s0 Alec

quits hls job and-gets a new posi-
tion1n New Guinea, and thus Koam

énters thestory.(Thetale doesnot

end here, but far be it for me to
spoll the ending ... find out for
yourself, okay?) ‘

Out of this myﬂad of strangely :

connected characters and events,

there emerges a story that is both .
challenging and comforting. Car-

ter has structured the booktogive
each chapter a definite sense of
time and of place, both of which
are crucial in illustrating the rich-
ness and depravityinthetwosepa-
rate cultures, i.e. New Guinea and
Australia. It also forces us to'con-
siderthe importance and underes-
timated power of the individual,
particularlythoseindividualswho
are different, in self-perception or
reality.

Initially, there seems to be two
separate storylines dealing with
two separate cultures. In Chapter

_One, we see Alec in Australia in

1963, at a typical stag party, while
the next chapter takes us to New
Guinea, in 1967, where Koam re-
fuses to attend her initiation cere-
mony. This alternatimg between
two places continues until gradu-
ally parallels appear, and eventu-
ally the storles travel along con-
verging lines. This process has the
effect of forcing us to reconsider
any presumptions and bias about
compartmentalising cultures and
the people within them. What origi-
nally looked neat, easy and con-

"venient to separate has become

surprlslngly similar, not least of all
inthe factthat both Alec and Koan
swim against the tide, pay a high
price and become heroic figures
when it is too late to enjoy the
fame. -

The time frame used is impor-
tant in that it allows us to witness
thenatural progressin madebythe

.characters. The “best mates” rela-

tionship between Alec and Miles
alters between the tune of the stag
party and the time of Alec’s depar-
ture for New Guinea: the interven-
ingevenits have allowed Alecto see
the shallowness of it, and he real-
ises that their friendship has be-
come “a throwaway print”. Koam, .

too, faces the pressure of growing
up and away from her friends; her
experlences teach her that “chil-
dren and fools are not innocent;

‘they are unknowing. To be inno-

cent, one must know of the tres-
passes possible.” Undoubtedly,
Jackis themost surprising charac-
ter here: from a victimised, perse-
cuted and (understandably) bitter
child,hemanages to developintoa
calm adult, although.l wonder
whetherhis comment “| hardlyever
cry anymore” is an Indicatlon that
he has tipped the scales too far In
the opposite direction. The time-
span also gives us a certain amount
of “reverse hindsight” ... having
finished the story, the earlier hints
becomemuch clearer, For example,
the stag partyls set agalnst aback-
ground of Elvis Presley’s “Heart-
break Hotel”, and from the out set
it seems that Alec belongs “down
the end of lonely street”. Bridging
the chapters, and thus the time
and place, are small verses, which
not only provide the title of the
bookbut alsolllustrate subtley the
growth and maturing (physical and
spiritual) of Koam. The final verse
brings the story full circlein a way:
“Weep not for what seems lost, for
the heart need not return to that
which it never left.”

To do justice .to both Robert’

Carter and myself, | must say that
this book is much easfer to read
than review! Prints in the Valley is
quite unlike anything I've read

before, and | suspect it is a book

that people will re-read several
times before they fully appreciate,
its complexities. One thing Is cer-

tain:Robert Carterhasanewfan..,
why don’t you join the ranks?
Stephanie Pribil '

Literary society

‘in cultural

overdrive

The Adelaide University
Literary Society is enjoy-
ing one of its most active
and succesful years in re-
cent history. David Pen-
berthy caught up with
Marc Hudson, editor of

Litsoc’s excellent maga-

zine, The Timelytherary
Suppository.

Dave- So Marc, tell us about all
the fab things Litsoc is up to.
Marc- Well, the more Important

one is called KULCHA, whichis an

art exhibition. We're aiming at
works of art in any medium which
are inspired by or connected to'a

work of literature....apoem, aplay,

a short story. It could be a cublst
portrait of Jane Eyer....

Dave- A ruffia work tollet roll
holder inspired by The Sumrner of
the Seventeenth Doll?

Marc- Yes, exactly...
all students, all members of the
staff, and students not at Adelaide

“Unl. It will be running from Wednes-

day 15th of August to Friday the

24th, up in the Unlon Gallery.

Dave-So you're asking for contri-
butjons from now on?
"Marc- Yeah, well not the actual

‘work, but the idea. There will be

registration forms in the Student’s
Association, the English Depart-
ment, and the Gallery, and so forth.

Dave- So even Scretnth can can
submit stuff? Will there be perform-

.| ance art? People slicing up rats? -

Marc- Well, we haven't worked

Jt'sopento

out any censorship, and 1 don't-
think there will be any. We don't
like to censor other people’sideas.
Dave- What else are you doing?
* Marc-The$50BundyPoetryPrize
is the only thing on campus. We
decided that there needed to be
more competition for writers.
Litsoc 1Is putting - on a
competition....it's $14 for the best
sonnet ( a dollar a line of course),
the best poem of any other kind is

. $15, best short story under 700

words is $20, and the best one act
play, which we would like to per-
form, is $30. A lot of this material
will be published In our
magazine,Esque, which comes out
each year. The'deadline for that
competition is the 1st of Septem-
ber. .

Dave- Who's judging the stuff?

Marc- We might get some out-
side poeople....but that will.be fi-
nalised closerto the date.

‘Dave- Tell us about TLS

‘Marc- The Timely Literary
Suppository...aims to tell people
what'shappening aroundtheplace,
onand off campus, thingslikeread-
ings, seminars, films, plays, and it
also strives toentertain, sothere’s
afairslab ofhumouranfsatireinit.
We also print new writing.

1f uou want to get involved inthe
Literary Soclety, leave a message
in the Students Assoclation.

David Penberthy.



Activities Week
beginning Monday,

May 28th
Monday, May 28th
1.10 pm Activitiés Committee
Meeting in Union Board Room.

Tuesday, May 29th

7.30 pm ClnemathequeFilm Pro-
grammeinUnion Clnemawith Film
by Samuel Beckett (Directed by
AlanSchnelder, USA, 1965, B/W, 22
mins) and Pretty Poison (Directed
by Noel Black, USA, 1968, Col., 89
mins).

Thursday, May 31st

1pm Classical concert in Gallery
(Level 6) with “Weiland String Quar-
tet”. Free.

Friday, May 18th

6 pm Pianlst “Danielle Poulos” In
Union Bistro.

9 - Midnight Mixed Relations
(from Sydney) in Union Bar. Free
to students, $5 guests.

Saturday, Junc Znd

9pm-2 am State Final of Cam-
pus Battle of the Bands fn Adelaide
Uni Bar with 4 bands from 4 cam-
puses: My Love Pumpkin (Adelaide
Uni);Classifieds (Flinders Unl);
(SALT), Napoleon Goes Solo (Under-
dale/City Campus, SACAE). All stu-
dents free, guests $4. Come and
support our band My Love Pump-
kin. Winner represents South Aus-
tralia at National Final in Sydney,
and wins a campus tour in Adelide
with at least 4 pald gigs.

Coming Entertainment

End of Semester Show with Paint-
ers & Dockers (from Melbourne),
Handsome Devils and Contrapunc-
fus. Saturday, June 9th, 9 pm-late.
Games Room and Bar, Union
Building. Students $6, Guests $9.
Tickets on sale from Student Offi-
cer from Monday June 4th. Be
quick.

Third Activities Programme

The third and final Activities
Programme to cover the July -
November period willbe produced
in June and distrlbuted to every
student for July 23rd. The deadline
for items to be included is Friday,
June 8th. Please send information
to Barry Salter (The Minister for
Fun)in Unfon Office.

Chance to win a Walkman

Fill out the entry slips in the
Maxell/Uni Record Shop competi-
tion that are in the Activities Pro-
gramme. Deliver your entries to
the Uni Record Shop by Thursday,

May 31st, Winner drawn on Friday, -

June 1st.

lessness, unemployment, drug
addlction and broken homes. The
list Is endless.

The award Is open to any Indl-
vidual or group In the age range
from 14 to 21 years. Adult leader-
ship Is acceptable for a group en-
try. Entries will be judged by a
panel of respected community
leaders. Entries close Friday 31st
August, 1990,

Entry forms available from:

The Suzanne Rowston Youth
Award

The Flinders Street Baptist
Church

65 Flinders Street

Adelaide, South Australia, 5000

TelephoneDougRowstonon 223
4550.

Amnesty International

Meeting for Amnesty Interna-
tional, Tuesday 29th May, in the
Jerry Portus Room from 1 - 2
pm.There will be a letter writing
meeting on Tuesdaythe 29th. May
in the Jerry Portus Room from 1-2
pm. All Welcomel

AU Catholic Community

All arewelcome to join us in the
celebration of Mass on Wednes-
days at 1.10 pm in the Chapel.

lfyouhaveany liturgical sugges-
tions then please feel freeto speak
to our Liturgy Co-ordinator, John
J. Monaghan, or drop amessageIn
the AUCC plgeonhole, Clubs Asso-
clation, Lady Symon Building.

We are not a cliquey group of
Catholics all aspiringto be thenext
Pope.

So takethe plungeintotherealm
of Catholicism and please feel free

to come to Mass or visit the AUCC

Room for a tea or coffee.
We are located in the Religlous
Rooms above the On Dit office.

Lost

One hession bag, strap broken.
Contalns only folder and vitalnotes
and one library book whichI must
get back by the due date (or I'll
have to pay to replace it). Please
return to Students’ Assoclation.

Robert Rijkelijkhuizen

Ski Gear for Sale

1 pair Dynafit 3F Comps' 1989
seasonboots-$250 ono. (rrp $399)

1 pair V&lkl weltcup 195 cm skis
Including stocks and bag $125.

1 black pure wool ski jumper
$75.

1 pair Gortex ski pants $100 ono.

1 Gortex ski jacket $150 ono.

Telephone 298 3261.

class

Ski Trip ’90
Hotham

Go skiing after the exams (June
30th - July 6th) - only 5 places left
on the best value ski trip on cam-
pus.

$650includes:

e 6 days skiing with lift tick-
ets, ski hire and ski lessons;

e Accommodatlon in the
Arlberg (Hotham) with dlnners and
breakfasts (sllver service);

s Flvestar coach trip.

If interested, phone Toby or
Lauchlan on 79 9314.

Moumnt

Student Christian Move-

ment

An open forum for everyone in-
terested In issues of faith, justice
and peace. Meetings every Thurs-
dayat1.10 pm In the Chapel. Bring
your lunch., Thursday May 17 -
Marlon Maddox talks about theol-
ogy and our experience of gender.
All welcome.

Clubs Association

Notice of Meeting

There wlill be a Clubs Associa-
tion Council Meeting on Friday,
8th June, 1990 at 1 pmintheNorth/
South Dinlng Room, Union Build-

ing.
Agenda
1. Open

2, Apologles

3. Minutes oflast meetingheld
25th May, 1990.

4, President’s Report

5. Affiliations

6. Anyother buslness

7. Close

All club delegates must attend.

All budget submissions for 1991
must be handed to Vicki Ferguson
(Clubs Assoclation Administrative
Secretary) by Tuesday, 29th May,
1990.

Young People: $1500
award

The Flinders Street Baptist
Church through the Suzanne Row-
ston Youth Award is offerlng an
amount of $1500 to young people
with projects to help overcome
soclal problems.

Thls biennial award commemo-
rates the late Suzanne Rowston, a
well known Llfeline and commu-
nity worker, It aims at challenging
young people to take initiative'ln

-addressing issues of concern in

our communlty. For example, there
are culturaltensions, youthhome-

Dental Care

Do you have a health care card
or are you covered by a pension
card?

Dental students under thesuper-
vision of experienced tutors are
able to offer immediate care in a
limted range of procedures to any
university student who is eliglble.
Appointments are availabie for
check-ups, simple fillings and clean-
Ing on Monday/Tuesday/Wednes-
day afternoons.

A brief initia! examlnation and
assessment for sultability can be
arranged at any time in normal
working hours.

Frasdom and Damoesracy Monvment 1889

democracy mean (o people.

lives for freedom and demmacracy.

Frazdam ond
Dumostesy
Mionumsni

las]

]
7o

Candle. Light Unveiling Ceremony

Dear Friends,

We believe that you agree with us that 1989 is a year to be long remembered
When the young siudents started their hunger strike in Tiananmen Squaie, did
you imagine what they would face was tanks and bullets? When thousands ol
East German fled to the West, did you imagine the Berlin Wall would fall within
weeks?

Al of them lave become history now. Again, history has shown us how

ruthless of a tolitarian regime could be, and how valuable freedom and

In Jast June, Chinese Demoeracy Suppon Group (SA) Inc, proposed a

memorial 10 be built in SA for those who diad in the 4 June Beijing massacre, By
the end of 1989, with the fall of the Communism in Casiem Furope, it was clear
that the monument should be dedicated to the peaple of the world who gave their

Despite the vigorous objection by the Chinese Embassy, this Freedom and
Democracy Monument 1989 has been erecied as the first of such kind in
Australia, thanks to all of the supporters from around South Australia.

Please come and join us in the candle light ceremony at which the monunment

. will be unveiled by the former premier of SA, Mr Don Dunstan, AC., QC. The
ceremony starts at 7:30 pm, Mounday, 4 June 1990 in Peace Park, \‘orlh
Adelaide. Candles, with a wax shield will be available.

Chinese Demiocracy Support Group tSA)Ine.
PO Box 752, North Adetaide, SA 5006

their own.
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"Fundamentalists
from page 17

fear of sexuality. The Jesus we read about

hadno such fear; consider his reaction toa

woman who had been haemorrhaging for
twelve years, something which would have
beenseeri by Jesus’ milieu as the eiptome of
sexual uncleanness, and who touched him
believing that he had the power to heal her.
Although he was pressed all around by
..crowds, he sensed the presence of woman
and said to her, “My daughter, your falth has

restored you to health; go in peace and be
freefrom your complaint” (Mark5.34). Thus
Jesus not only empathised with oneregarded

bysoclety as sexuallydegraded; hesawthat

she had within her a source of great power.
Sexuality Is not athingto be desplsed; and as

" for the “sins of the flesh”, well, Jesus is

actuallyratherlight-onin condemningthem,
especiallywithrespect to thosetraditionally

- regarded as their worst perpetrators.

Jesus vs Bullshit

~-Fundamentalists are often to be heard
making “deep down in your heart”

statements: “Deep down in your heart you

know that the Lord Jesus Christ is the only
way”, “Deep down In your heart you know
that homosexuality is evil”, and so on. ] often
feel like replying “Deep down in your heart
youknow that’s bullshit”, but the troubleis,

"deep down In my heart 'm not absolutely

sure they do know. | could go on and on
about aspects of fundamentalism that are
more ot less flatly contradictedbythe whole
spirit of Jesus' life and teaching (legalism,
dualism and anti-humanism springto mind),
but that wouldtakeforever, solthink Imight
as well just give you my general rule of
thumb for these matters: “If it’s bullshit,
Jesus was against it".

That, of course, Is arathernegative wayof

‘not: most,
. fundamentalist position more or less

definingavery afflrmative person,bﬁtthefe -

*is 50 much bullshit spread around that at

times that it's necessary to try and cleanse
the Augean stables, so to speak. {And yes, it
isaHerculeantaks). [think what], and those
with views similar to mine, obiect to most
strongly about " fundamentalists is their
constant pretence that they are speaking for

- all Christians - Fred Nile is a particularly

major offender on this count. For many, if
Christians oppose the

completely. Unfortunately, ittendsto bethe
fundamentalists who shout theloudest. They
have a right to be heard, but not at the -
expense of everybody else.
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: Prey Taurus- Youwillreceivea letter from
* the United States informing you that
your application to manage a large
fast food chain has been rejected.
Gemini- A few friends will pay youa
surprise visit late in the afternoon.
auR FATHER & e
wio ART IN ’ﬁ\

YOUR DAY BY THE
STARS IN ETHIOPIA
presented by Miss Fat,
White and Ignorant
herself........ |

VANGELINE!

Capricorn- You will die of malnutri-
tion at 12:30. Make the most of the
morning.

Aguarius- The trinmvarate of Mer-
cury, Mars and Venus means that the
five-year drought will not break to-
day. Look out for a death in the fam-
ily.

Aries- You will discover that all your
sixteen children are brain damaged
from being malnourished in the first
six months of their lives. Your day
will improve from then on. Possibly
you may have more than one meal,
and -your tapeworm could die. Be
assertive and stand up for your views
in personal relationships to save
trouble later on. ‘
Simplex- Today you will meet a dark
handsome stranger. He will repossess
your farm. :

Pisces- The stars indicate the building
aspect for you. Look out for pieces of
cardboard or galvanised iron for your
shanty.

Libra- Today the village well willdry
up. With the moon in Pluto, drinking
your own urine may become an op-
tion. -

Sagittarius- The influence of Saturn
bodes well for financial matters. You
will make a profitable deal with the
landlord, possibly involving your
youngest son.

Cancer- Rowena Wallace will visit
your village today. She will pat you
on the head, give you a bowl of millet,
cry a bit, and then leave.

L.eo- Youwill not wake up atall today
because you will die in your sleep.
Virgo- Things look up financially
today, due to the influence of the
Southern pole star. Your family will
be offered a lucrative deal participat-
ing in “genetic research” by a man in
a sweat stained grey suit.
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