


_EDITORIAL

The real enchilada

Student newspaper editors in Victoria
are getting ready to fight against legisla-
tion aimed at introducing Voluntary
Student Unionism. This time it’s for
real. Their campaign is devoid of the
stickers, the nifty slogans and the high
gloss so loved by the National Union of

~Students in their campaigns. This is the
real enchilada.

A recent article in The Australian’s
Higher Education Supplement high-
lighted the current dilemma. The VSU
legislation is a fundamental attack upon
student services of all kinds; the fear is,
however, that when it comes time to
rationalise those existing services, cam-
pus papers will be the first with their
heads forced down on to the chopping
block. This could see the end of publica-
tions such as Melbourne University’s
Farrago, which has been in existence for
seventy-four years.

The response to this from some sectors
has been to argue that the campus pub-
lications should be able to justify their
existence by entering into a market situ-
ation. This would be done by increasing
the advertising within the paper and
charging a cover price for it. There are a
number of things that we would like to
say about this kind of mind-set. Adver-
tising inescapably encroaches upon edi-
torial freedom; it restricts the ability of
publications to provide an objective
impartial voice. One of the great things
about student newspapers is that they
have the freedom and space to thumb
their nose at whatever they feel like.
There is simply no point in having a
student publication which is so impo-
tent that it cannot be critical and inde-
pendent.

The Victorian editors and their student
councils are alerting their campuses to
the threat of VSU. They are not calmly
hanging back, secure in the knowledge
that their term of office will be safely
over by the time any of the majorchanges

in the implementation of VSU legisla- -

tion take effect. Already plans are
underway for an Inter-Campus edition
of the major Victorian student newspa-
pers, mainly dealing with the threat of
VSU. In addition, editors and councils
alike have been busily writing media
releases and letting all and sundry know
about their situation. Part of this cam-
paign has been to contact prominent
individuals in the community for mes-
sages of support. We have reprinted
some quotes in support of Farrago and
student services in general at the end of
this editorial.

But what of South Australia? Could
VSU come to rear its ugly head at our
very own university? Assurances to the
contrary from Premier Dean Brown and
Minister for Education Bob Such aside,
the possibility must certainly be there.

Although the eradication of any stu-
dent service by VSU is to be deplored,
the possible eradication of student news-
papers must surely be one of the most
insidious aspects of VSU. A student news-
paper is a service that most students
come into regular contact with. It has
the potential to focus the intellectual,
creative and other interests at play on
campus like few other things can. [f VSU
legislation in Victoria does destroy the
campus publications, then it will be well
on the way to destroying what it means
to be a student as well.

Fight the power.

David, Tim & Lorien.

Words of Support

“This legislation (and with it the threat
torecreational libraries) comes at a time
when commerce and industry complain
as never before of graduate illiteracy.
The legislation is powered by ahorror of
the word Union. So watch out: the Chris-

_tian union, the Pan-Pacific Union, and

that most red-ragging of associations,
the English Speaking Union”
John Bryson, Writer.

"For me, it [Farrago] was an essential
part of the university, a place where
almost any student could contribute,
learn or just socialise. It should be pro-
duced by students, for students and both
the university and its population would
be worse for its destruction...”

Mark Forbes, Journalist, The Sunday
Age.

“I fear that the abolition of compul-
sory fees will mean the triumph of the
nerds and the jocks.”

Senator Gareth Evans, Minister for
Foreign Affairs.

“To say that the cultural functions of
the Union (and therefore the University)
should be on a user-pays basis is like
saying that the soul should pay its own
way...Killing that part of the university
kills that extra little bit which the uni-
versity can produce in and for each of us
that makes the difference between us
being well-trained technicians and peo-
ple who can make the world a more
humane, lively and caring place.”

James McCaughey, Lecturer in Drama,
Victorian College of the Arts.

“I oppose the proposed law designed
to make student unions half dead and
dead boring. It might be the required
state for politicians, but it’s not a good
look for universities. Good luck in your
campaign against making free speech
and fun illegal acts.”

Kaz Cooke, writer.

“If you survive life on a uni paper, you
can do anything as a journalist and
editor. I still come across my Farrago
mates and most of them are working -
very successfully - in the media.”

Kathy Bail, Editor, Rolling Stone.

You have my full encouragement for
this activity and my support for all the
students who are rallying to stop ossible
legislation that will potentially destroy
the student cultural movement.”

Liz Sadler, Comedian and Theatre

Director.
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8am - Midnight

(Reserve and Reference sections
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8am-6pm
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10am-5pm

(Reserve and Reference sections
only between 10am and 1pm)

Production
Notes

On Dit is the weekly newspaper of
the Students' Association of the Uni-
versity of Adelaide. The editors have
complete editorial control, which is
nice. That aside, the opinions ex-
pressed in this paper are not necessar-
ily those of the editors.

Editors:
Lorien Kaye

Tim Gow .
David Mills

Advertising Manager:
Maddie Shaw

Typesetting:
Sharon Middleton

Cover:
Tivien Gollye

Freight:

Simon Lee

Printer:
Cadillac Colour Web

The Hit Parade:
Catherine Follett, Monica Carroll,
Maddie Shaw, Peter Byrne, Jesse
Reynolds, George Safe, Florian |
Minzlaff, Jane Barnwell & Danny
Bertossa, Matt Rawes, Bryan Scruby, |
Jocelyn Fredericks, Sarah from the
Coffee Shop, Hamilton Calder, Bec
Shinnick and Dave Ormsby.

You can contact On Dit by commg

into our office downstairs in the

| George Murray ‘building, or calling | -

us on 303 5404 or 223 2685 Our g
postal address is:

| OnDit

1 North Te‘rrace

| University of Adelaide
1:S.A. 5005




“Tell me what you eat and I will tell
you what you are”

Physiologie du Gout (1825)

Allvery well to be continually nagged
about eating a balanced diet, about
reducing salt intake, increasing fibre
etc. etc. etc.

But when many students live below

5

the poverty line and have other priori-
ties in life such as booze, bands and
books (not necessarily in that order!)
what’s to be done . . . ?

A few tips for the broke and hungry.

¢ The Adelaide Central Market, be-
tween Gouger and Grote Streets (open
Tuesday 7am - 5:30pm, Thursday

105

Pro-Choice rally

APro-Choicerally was recently held in
Rundle Mall on Saturday to circulate a
petition demanding a repeal of laws
which make abortion a crime. In South
Australia, abortion is only permitted
under certain circumstances, and even
then only with the approval of two
doctors, This is despite surveys showing
that 81% of the population support a
woman’s right to choose whether or not
to terminate an unwanted pregnancy.

A variety of speakers discussed the
need for recognition of the fact that
making abortions illegal does not stop
them occurring. Rather, it simply forces
women choosing abortion into unsafe
“backyard” situations. Over 20,000
women die each year as a result of illegal
abortions, a figure with which the so-
called “Pro-Life” movement is some-
what uncomfortable.

The fascist group National Action made
an appearance towards the close of the
rally. Leader Michael Brander and cro-
nies waved Eureka Stockade flags, plac-
ards and photos of foetuses Fora group

which seeks to deny the human rights of
immigrants, they have certainly devel-
oped a keen and sudden concern for the
rights of human embryos. It is one thing
to hold personal views which are anti-
abortion. It is quite another thing to
seek to force that view onto others.

One of the National Action placards
suggested that the “feminist bully girls”
arguing for safe legal abortions should
cease and desist from their actions. If
Brander believes that 81% of Austral-
ians - both male and female - are “femi-
nist bully girls” then perhaps it's time he
had the wool pulled from his eyes.
Brander and the rest of the anti-choice
movement aren’t seeking to preserve
life. They are seeking to control women.
It's time they were stopped.

A rally to demand repeal of abortion
laws will be held on the steps of parlia-
ment House on Friday, June 10 at
1.15pm. The petition will be presented
at this rally. Copies are available to sign
in the Students' Association office.

AU Pro-Choice Club

A Waite Union Complex?

Waite Union Complex ... 1995 or
Never? ,

A Union Complex at Waite took an-
other step closer to becoming a reality
with the University moving to appoint a
_senior staff member of Waite next week
who will have responsibility for the
project. Up till now, students have de-

manded services from the University and

seen only red tape. The Complex will
contain refectory and meeting and hope-
fully a gym (University willing) and the
Union is contributing $500,000 to. the
University-managed project. The Union

will run the catering, commercial sery-

ices and fund the Waite Student Associa-
tion in return, among other things. -
- -Anthony Roediger

1lam - 5:30pm, Friday 7am - 9pm,
Saturday 7am - 1pm) sells off boxes of
fruit and vegies for $1 starting ap-
proximately noon on Saturdays.

Some incredible bargains are to be
had. Share with a friend and you’ll
have your fruit and vegetable supplies
for a week. Or if you’re feeling ener-
getic, cook-up more than you need
and freeze for those times when you’re
just too stuffed to cook.

e The East End market in Rundle
Street East also has a good variety of
fresh foods. (Open Friday 8am - 9pm,
Saturday 8am - Spm, Sunday 8am -
Spm.)

Some places will give student dis-
counts if you ask.

e Many of the chain supermarkets
sell the previous day’s bread at half-
price - ideal for toasted sandwiches.
The same applies to meats approach-
ing their use-by date, often heavily
discounted.

Remember, fast foodsand takeaways
always cost twice as much as buying
fresh and cooking up yourself. Fast
foods contain more fat, more salt and
more additives than fresh food.

If all else fails, try for at least one
‘good’ meal a day.

Your student union provides seven
main food outlets around campus.

These cater for all tastes and can pro-
vide you with your daily fruit, vegeta-
ble and fibre requirements.

For example:

e Find your fibre at the “Four Sea-

sons” (level 4 of the Union Building).
It has a wide range of fresh fruit,
salads, dried fruit and nuts.

The brand-new bakery has delicious
rolls, croissantsand Danishes, all baked
daily on the premises.

® Your individual taste whims (no
matter how bizarre) can be satisfied by
making up your own rolls and sand-
wiches at “The Backstage” (behind
the Scott Theatre), “Mayo Refectory”
(ground floor of the Union Building)
and “Four Seasons”.

If all this decision making is too much,
“The Gallery™ (6th floor Union Build-
ing), “The Backstage and “The Mayo”
have the biggest, most nutritious sand-
wiches and rolls in town.

For further dietary information and
advice call in and see the medial staff
at the Student Health Services located
in the Horace Lamb Building, ground
floor, phone 303 5050.

Pick up the “Eat Better for Less”
brochure while you’re there - it’s full
of useful and practical tips.

Brought to you as a joint Student
Health / Student Union service.
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Anita Butler

environment office

Environment Week

Sunday is World Environme
this week is Environmen
out the programme in the
this edition and come
yourself into things.
World Environme
that we start thin
implications of
ment is where
it up. Our pre
tainable; we
forests, the
the water
using up o,

eed to drink from

is making people i
vast tracts of the M

diversity is lost every

more species become extir
means they’re never coming B
The ideology of me
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However, this is not the time to lay
blame. We can’t really blame people for
their ignorance, but when we know that
what we are doing is harmful and yet we
do nothing to change it, then we can be
held responsible. Tales of the damage that
our way of life is doing to the earth are
daunting and depressing. There are so
many of us on this planet, all doing our
little bit to destroy it. The whole of society
needs to change its attitude to what is
good and what is necessary for life. The
problem seems too big to contemplate,
which is why it is so important to narrow
our focus. We really do have to “think
globally, act locally” or we will never get
anywhere. There are things we can do
right here and now to change the way we
live our lives and the impact they have on
the natural environment. All it takes is a
little bit of thought and perhaps an extra
minute or two a day. See the programme
for a few ideas.

There are opportunities for every prob-
lem. If you want to know exactly what
difference these things make, come into
the SAUA and borrow some of the many
books on environmentally friendly living

- ONDIT o4
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Roussy, Sha
Dunstone.

Australia
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ot put your name
e to know more sim-
ply drop into the SAUA and ask for moi,
Jo.

Registration, billet and workshop f

I al
Newletter and contributions to this publi-
cation can be made through me.
Self-Defence €

South Dining
reception.

don’t despair! C he SAUA and
register your intej “the front desk,
with your preferred times and day of the
week. If sufficient interest is not shown,
however, we will assume that there is no

-demand for a course to be run at an

alternate time.
Dental Dams :

I tried in vain to have these avallable for
Pride Week but unfortunately, unlike con-
doms, damsare not freely available. How-
ever, free dams are now available from my
office, so feel free to drop in and grab a
few.

Rape Crisis Workshop

I had organised a workshop for rape

survivors and friends of survivors which
had to be cancelled due to my illness. I
apologise for any inconvenience that this
may have caused.
NUS National Women’s Pohcy Confer-
ence

At a National Women’s Committee

dew:QOr just ask. No one’s
all the

phone link-up last weekend it was deter-
mined that this conference would be held
from the 10th-12th of September. The
nference is the basis for the policy uti-
e National Union of Students
swho produced the speccy
" t-shirts). If
nding this confer-
ur name down

iends ..

ronmentally friendly
so T'll be short. I

cure some funding from the University out
of its Quality Audit allocation for this, I
have started to lool the very inad-
equate provision

ings I have been up to include
g the Deputy Vice Chancellor Re-
h to discuss the Library, meeting the
Deputy Vice Chancellor Academic to dis-
cuss a variety of issues including the Qual-
ity Audit that the University is currently
conducting and the University establish-
ingan environment policy, giving a speech
to some year twelve students, arranging
for some NUS (SA) State Discount Cards
to be distributed to you (hopefully within
the next month) and organising a SAUA
planning day.
Have a good week.

STUDENT REPS MEETING
Ipm, Ist June 1994

WP Rogers Room

Union Building

Contact Suze McCourt for more
information. Ph: 303 5406

Re-Orientation Helpers Wanted
for fun times in the first week
of Semester Two.

Please leave details in the SAUA
office. For more information con-
tact Matt Deaner on 303 5406

Suzanne McCourt
education vp

Federal Budget

A successful debate was held on 17th
May with Martin Evans, Member for
Bonython (Labor), Senator Meg Lees
(Democrat) and Trish Worth (Liberal),
Member for Adelaide speaking. It was
reasonably well attended despite the
threat of rain. The debate was informa-
tive, with a few comments of note:

Martin Evans said there is no excuse
for Austudy being lower than the pov-
erty line and the dole.
Trish Worth said she is trying to en-
urage the Coalition to look to only
rgeting the representative part of Stu-
t Unions when introducing Anti Stu-
t Organisation Legislation. Surely
is not suggesting that student repre-
ation within the University is less
ortant than refecs orsporting clubs?
part from those particular comments,
ere was the usual sympathy for the
ight of students yet no undertaking to
solve these problems A detailed report
of the changes in the Budget will be in
On Dit next week. One recent change of
note is that the Coalition and the Demo-
crats have joined together to move an
amendment to the Budget so that chil-
dren of health care card holders can get
Austudy without an assets test. This will
affect those families that are asset rich,
but extremely income poor, who have
previously been ineligible for the entitle-
ment because they had too many assets.
Student Representative Meeting

The date of this meeting has been post-
poned by one week, so the meeting is
now on Wednesday 1st June, at 1pm in
the WP Rogers Room inthe Union Build-
ing. I am attempting to contact all the
student reps, however if I do miss some
people, feel free to come if you are on a
committee in the University. This will be
a really informative meeting outlining
many of the issues that are affecting the
University, how to make sure you are
heard in meetings, and how you can use
the Students’ Association in the most
effective way. I have been spending most
of my time this week preparing a Stu-
dent Rep Kit; a folder with lots of infor-
mation for student reps around Uni.
Best Practice Conference

Irecently attended a Best Practice Con-
ference with members of the University
and other student reps, both postgrad
and undergrad. Best Practice is basically
achieving world class standards in what
you do. Adelaide Uni has been ap-
proached as being a ‘pilot scheme’ for
the development of Best Practice tech-
niques in Australian Universities. Some
of these techniques are already used,
such as strategic plans but it goes further
than that to set the University and its
individual components on track toman-
age, teach and research. This will be an
ongoing process and will involve con-
stant evaluation of processesand achieve-
ments. It was heartening to see that the
University sees the importance of in-
volving students as an integral part of
the planning process; our comments and
suggestions were respected and noted.




Many events and activities have been
organised by the Overseas Students’
Association (OSA) since the beginning
of the year and I hope that those who
have been involved in these events and
activities enjoyed themselves very much.
The most recent activity, the Sports Week,
was jointly organised by the OSA and
the Flinders International Students’ A
sociation (FISA).

The event, which consists of foui
namely badminton, table
and soccer, attracted aros
ticipants. Again, the even;
many memories and p
ing experiences to pa
gratulations to all wi
thanks to the organisin,

The exams are appro:
since all the OSA membe
students, they deserve some
for the exams. Thus, no moré:;
will be held by the OSA until the'éx
the exams. However, this does not mean
that the OSA ceases its functions at this
stage. Many educational and welfare
issues are closely followed up by the
respective departments and if you have
any problems, just feel free to approach
us.

Currently, the OSA is dealing with sev-
eral important matters ...

1. OSA Office / Lounge

Spo

The Overseas Students' Organisation
(OSA) of the University of Adelaide and
the Flinders International Students Asso-
ciation (FISA) recently organised the an-
nual Sportsweek for this year on the 7th,
8th, 14th and 15th of May. A total of four
events were jointly arranged which in-
cluded badminton, chess, seven per side
soccer and table tennis. This year’s event
attracted many international students from
various nationalities.

The organisation committee would like
to take this opportunity to thank all those
who participated in this year’s sports car-
nival. If you missed out, don’t worry as
there’s always next year. Anyway, hopeto
see you all again next year...

Chess

It was nothing spectacular, no star
studded affair - no Grandmasters, no
Kasparovs, no Karpovs and the like.
Ahh, but it was never short on excite-
ment with a few suspenseful moments
added in. The field was small but strong.
Representatives came from Africa and
Asia to challenge for the crown and the
top prize money which came with it.
Games were to be played in one and a
half hours and most of them ended with
tactical brilliance while others were tech-
nical knockouts.

Amidst the checks, sighs and other

-verbal exchanges, Richard Ng emerged
as champion with perfect scores. His
awesome display of confidence prob-
ably defeated his opponents psychologi-

The OSA Office / Lounge is in renova-
tion at this moment and, hopefully, the
work will be completed by 31st May,
1994. At this time, the OSA is currently
operating out of the Chapel, Room 457,
An opening ceremony is planned when
the Office / Lounge is available for use.
This is the first time that the OSA will
separate Office and Loung

the organising committee, especially in
the M-Nite portfolio. Please contact
Fabian if you are interested. A

3. National Liaison Committee Con-
ference

The annual National Liaison Commit-
tee (NLC) conference will be held in
Canberra from the 10th - 15th July. The
OSA is sending seven delegates, two of

eek 9

cally, even before he made his move.
Mark Chia came second, losing only to
Richard.

In the end cheers to all you participants
-see you next year. And thanks to FIDE,
the Uni Chess Club, OSA, FISA, the
stewards who made the venue close to
world class.

Soccer

The seven-a-side soccer tournament of
Sportsweek ‘94 was held on May 8 at
the soccer pitches opposite the Adelaide
Uni Gym. It attracted a total of eight
teams from both universities. A number
of fans turned up to spur their heroes on.

The eight teams were divided into two

groups, where a round robin system

took place. During the preliminary
round, each match was 15 minutes each
half with a five minute break in be-
tween. They were fast and furious, yet
they were played with great sportsman-
ship and competitiveness. Even though
there was no Maradona or Pele or
Roberto Baggio the matches were never
short of excitement.

After the prelimimary round, the top
two teams from each group played in a
crossover semi-final to determine the

finalists. In the semi-finals, the IconianI-

team played the Maldives while the
Iconian II team played Solitaire; In the
end, the Maldives and Solitaire (the de-
fending champions) triumphed over their
opponents. Therefore, the stage was set

for an epic final and those present were -

tions, has the respons

whom will be voting delegates to the
conference. All delegates will be expected
to bring back the knowledge and experi-
ence from the conference with the view
of passing this on to the OSA and thus
deal with its problems more effectively.

4, Ablution facilitiesin the Prayer Room

On behalf of the Islamic Students’ As-
ciation, the OSA is writing a submis-
o the University reg

Univérsity in the Prayer
strongly believes thatth
not the students or st

5. OSA End of Semester Disco

The OSA is organising an End of Se-
mester Disco on Saturday, 2nd July,
1994 at the UniBar. Further notices will
be put around the Uni. Please keep an
eye out for the details.

6. Waite / Roseworthy International
Students

The OSA has successfully opened its
door to Roseworthy and Waite interna-
tional students. Several informal meet-
ings were held with students from both
campuses and the responses were very
positive. Currently, we have managed to
get three representatives from Waite and

5% of in
“at the Uni

some students, the question of religious
facilities was discussed with the repre-
sentatives of the University in their home
country before they considered the Uni-
versity of Adelaide as an option to fur-
ther their tertiary education. Many stu-
dents were lead to believe that there were
adequate facilities for the continuation
of their religious observances. This has
proven not to be the case.

not disappointed. Both teams had some-
thing to prove; Solitaire that last year’s
win was no fluke and the Maldives that
they wete worthy winners this year.
After a grueling 40 minutes of non-stop
soccer, the Maldives finally triumphed,
defeating Solitaire 2-1.

Congratulations to the champions. We
hope that you’ll be back to defend next
year’stitle, And a big thanksto the other
teams. We hope you althad a great time
and hope to see you again next year.

Fabian Matthews

Table Tennis

The last event of Sportsweek ‘94 was
table tennis, which was held on May 15 at

. the Alan Mitchell sports centre at Flinders

Uni. The catagories contested included
men’s and women’s singles and doubles.
All in all, about 50 people participated.
The system was round robin for men’s
doubles and women’s while a knock out
system was used for men’s singles and
women’s doubles. The final results were
as follows:
Men’s singles ,

‘1st: Hermin Merminato; 2nd: Yousuf
Riza; 3rd T. Terrence CT
Men’s doubles -~

1st: Komang Wiryawan and Hermin
Herminato; 2nd: Itvin Partano and Jckie
Chow FF ~
Women’s singles

1st: Leong Wai Ling; 2nd: Chen Lai Han

Women’s doubles
1st: Lynette Chee and Leong Wai Ling

e representative fromRoseworthy. The
5A aims to set up an OSA branch on
campuses which will be run by
national students there, We feel that
he most realistic approach as the
all OSA council members are in
h Terrace campus become the
iz block for the OSA to handle
international students® problems on all
campuses effectively and immediately.

At this point, I will sign off and on
behalf of all members of the OSA, wish
all students Good Luck for the forth-
coming exams.

San Nee Chin
President
Overseas Students’ Association

Badminton
An exciting day started at 11am, on May
7 in the Allen Mitchell Sports centre at the
Flinders University. Many groups turned
up for the first Sportsweek event which
was badminton. There were 8 places to be
contended and everyone was really
competitve and fought hard (REALLY
HARD - I know!). It was an “all out”,
“kill on sight”, “smash everything in the
way”, “no mercy” competition.
All in all, 20 teams “technically” took
“part in this event which lasted for 6 hours,
In the end, the non - winners each went
home with a certificate of participation
and a tad dissapointed and the winners a
certificate, a smile, confidence and a fatter
wallet (Yep! Cash prize!) ‘
The final results are listed below:
Women’s singles
1st - Shaneez (OSA)
2nd - Hilmy Chung (OSA}
Women’s doubles
Results unavailable due to unforseen cir-
cumstances
Men’s singles
1st - Herv Yowon (OSA)
2nd - Raymond (FISA)
Men’s doubles: ‘
1st - Herv and Darmatin (OSA)
2nd - Raymond and Terrence
Congratulations to all winners, you de:
served it! And a big thankyou to all the
other participants for maling this event
happen. Hope to see you all again next
year... Melinda Tan




Digging a hole

Dear Eds,

Re: ‘Nit-Picking Wanker’ [On Dit: 23rd
May, 1994].

“Just because you are not hetro you do
not have the right to monopolise sexual-
ity and the problems associated with it.”

This was just a poorly worded state-
ment. It was not intended to imply any-
thing about your or anyone else’s sexu-
ality.

[ was only attempting to point out that
hetero persons can have problems too -
and only that.

It should have read ..

“Just because one is not hetro one does
not have the right to monopolise sexual-
ity ...",

Clearly there was a misunderstanding
(which I apologise for) because using
personal attacks to make a point just
‘ain’t my style’!

Cheers,
Chris Beamond
1st Year Arts

Dear Chris,

We find it extremely offensive that you
consider calling somebody non-hetero-
sexual a "personal attack". And once
again you'vemade an assumption about
our sexualities.

Don't do it again.

"Cheers",

David, Tim & Lorien.

Hard Unit

Dear Leslie Wilson,

Ifeel that I must write in response to
your letter which featured in O» Dit,
22nd of May, as it contained allega-
tions which are flagrantly untrue.

At no tme did I, and nor would 1,
accept credit for work not actually
performed by myself.

The report you read ‘tacked to the
back of a toilet door’ stated that I had
been endeavouring to secure Lesbian
entertainers for Lesbian Day during
Pride Week. This is indeed the truth.

[ had booked a band called ‘Incred-
ibly Brill’, a group of Lesbian musi-
cians, two weeks in advance of the
event. Upon speaking with Liana
Buchanan she suggested that she felt
Jody (the woman who eventually per-
formed upon the day) would be more
appropriate.

Iconcurred with Liana’s request but
~ as I did not have the means by which

to contact her I asked 1f she would

confirm this for me.

I'then cancelled the perforrners I had
already organised. - = -

The money for the payment of per-

formers was passed a month prior'to-’

Pride Week, as was the money for
~food for the Women’s Cruise.
Copies of SAUA Council minutes in

- conjunction with Pride Week Collec- -
- tive meeting minutes will confirm this. .

. A poster for Lesbian Day was pro-
~duced and I distributed copies to both
~Flinders Uni, USA city and Mag111
campuses and contacted other groups

throughout the community, 1nclud1ng R
“Murphy Sisters Bookstores. - T
~ Iatno point took credit for workthat ERR

I did not perform myself." S

As to your offence at my attendance
of a Lesbian Only Workshop, when I
went down to the Women’s Room to
find other non-lesbian-identifying
wimmin present I assumed that the
format of the workshop had changed.

If you, or any other women, were
offended by my presence at the work-
shop then why didn’t you ask me to
leave at the time, when I would have
done so willingly? Or do you find
yourself among the group of people
who are incapable of communicating
with me unless it is via the On Dit
letters page?

Yours,
Joanne Brook England
Women’s Officer

Liberal yobs and
Law School snobs

Dear Editors,

The Liberal government seems to be
showing its true colours recently. Af-
ter fudging the figures in order to
attack our teachers and ambulance
services, they seem to be ready to
attack students and student services.

Despite assurances to the contrary,
the possibility of the Liberal party
removing student representation has
still not been ruled out. Indeed, this
attack on democratic representation
still forms part of the Liberal plat-
form.

The Liberal parties in Victoria and
Western Australiahavealready started
the process of winding down student
advocacy curtailing student newspa-
pers and campaigns for student rights.

Letterssuch as this one which aimsto
protect students is what the Liberal
government in South Australia under
Dean Brown is trying to stop with
their anti-student rights legislation.

It’s time for students around the state
to stand up to the Liberals in South
Australia before it’s too late. Hands
off student organisations, Mr Brown!
Whilst on the subject of Liberals in
South Australia, Tuesday, 24th May
saw the staging of the annual Adelaide
University Law Ball. This elitist event
saw dozens of little Alexander and
Nikki Downers in black tie all gettmg
“frightfully” pissed.

It would have been nice to have seen
the people who will be making and

‘upholding the law in Australia using

their time and money more produc-

‘tively.

. ITknow of many students who wanted

to go but were unable to because the
. cost of hiring’ clothes paying a‘hefty

entry fee and. organising how to. get
‘home late on'a, Tuesday night made
attendmg impossible. 1 guess ‘that
wasn’t a problem foi the kids' who
drove Mummy’ s Mercedes down from
North Adelaide, . *

Next time they put on somethmg like
this, the Law Society should make the
event affordable and worthwhlle, or

at least put on’ ‘a “Not The Law Ball”
wfor us | commoners o ‘

Regards,

Gordon nght :

More to life than a

game of footer

Dear Eds,

Anthony Roediger’s contribution
“Who Runs Adelaide University” must
surely score, in his words, “Goal of the
Week” for the most pathetic article,
concerning one of the most important
issues affecting the campuses at the
moment - the Council’s administra-
tion of this University.

Though Roediger raised specific ele-
ments in his article that should pro-
voke concern, particularly the Arts
debacle and Clause 4C, I doubt if
many students would have bothered
to read the whole article, thanks to
Anthony’s personal desire to stamp
his own mark through his rather tire-
some (and by the end, embarrassing)
comparisons of the meeting to a game
of football. Is it just me or do nearly
thirty analogies somewhat trivialise
the important issues involved?

Please, Anthony, stick to the facts.
The affairs of the Council is not a
game. And, as an elected representa-
tive of us students, it is your duty to
enunciate facts, not a match report.

Tough, honest student reps telling
the facts asthey should be told? I’d like
to see that.

Cheers,
Joe Aylward
Arts

Roussy applies for
new job as Anthony
Roediger's speech

writer.

Dear Anthony Roediger,

Relax, mate, just let me do the jokes.

Why didn’t you let Bec write the
article about the goings on at Univer-
sity Council? She is, after all, President
of the Students’ Association.

How much profit does the Catering
Department make that is returned to
funds for general student use?

How much subsidy is the Bar provid-
ing for the Union Fee for each student?

Why will the details of the Union’s
finances not be published in term time
but in the middle of the Winter vaca-
tion? Shouldn’t too many people see
the actual figures? .

Will you actually bother to glve the
answers to these figures, or will you
pretend not to have read this?

‘ . Cheers,
" Dave Roussy

Roussy abdicates.

- And not before time.

Dear W. Hallman
Done
‘ Dave Roussy

Former Convener
Eric A. Blair: Get a Life! Club

Inter-faculty rivalry

To Adele Koh,

For your information the cut off mark
for Arts was higher than Economics
and, surprise, surprise, economics is also
a subject for us “worthless drug-smok-
ing scum™ (as you so politely put it) to
study.

Mind you, who’d want to do a subject
with an uncaring bitch like you? I’ll be
the one dancing on your grave when you
commit suicide from your boring, self-
centred, uncultural and economically
viable life.

Anyway, glad to see you’ve never been
a moronic misunderstood dickhead
(not!),

Taylor Carlisle
Arts

Why can't we all
just love each other?

Dear Editors,

Why is that all Engineering students
seem to have “circumcision” undercuts,
excess bum fluff, wear ankle freezers
and still laugh at blonde jokes? Yes, the
group of goobers in the Upper Refectory
who made the “cutting” commentabout
all Artsstudents being a bunch of “drug-
fucked hippies”, I'm talking to you! Oh,
and Adele Koh of Economics, you can
go and fuck yourself too.

G. Klimt
Arts

Response to Gen X

response response

To Michael Osborn,

We’re writing to voice our thoughts on
your response to the two 3rd Year Med
Gen. Xers in last week’s On Dit. First of
all, you need to improve the expression
of your views as you did not make
yourself clear in the Kurt Vox Pop. It
seemed only natural for the Gen Xers to
have thought in the way that they did,
considering the style in which you pre-
sented your argument. It took someone
else’s response for you to only then
argue clearly and concisely and explain
your inijtial answer (haven’t you learnt
that how to do that across Frome Road,
yet?).

We also believe one doesn’t need to
know absolutely every song and buy
every CD of Nirvana to know Kurt
Cobain was talented.

Do you speak tongue-in-cheek regu-
larly? Are you experienced in that area?
Isyour only method of communication?
If so, we’ll be sure to send our kids to Dr
Osborn s surgery in years to come!

And, by the way, it’s most llkely that

the Gen Xers signed themselves as “con- -

cerned” tongue-in-cheek style. Geddlt
now??
Instead of being continually sarcastic

‘in your comments, you should take such

issues more seriously and with more
conviction. Obviously, you aren’tstudy-
ing medicine for the potential joy of
helpmg other people, but only to be-
come an arrogant self-centred bastard
who’s only there for the prestige and
wealth.

One of the things you should have
learnt throughout life by now is to be
calm and rational in your manner. For
example, in your doctor’s clinic are you
going to call your patients morons when
they misunderstand and / or ask you to
clarify their symptoms or prescriptions?

We’re sure thatthe Gen Xers, although
it sounded like a contradiction, knew
that Gen X doesn’t generally think about
everyday issues, but when they wrote
“(think about) issues that affect you”,
they were referring to the after affects of
Gen X on you and the whole of society
(something which we’re sure even Gen
Xers are concerned about).

Just a hint: If you can’t say anything

~ but put-downs, don’t say anything at

all.

Due to all the above arguments, it can
be seen that the Gen Xers misunder-
stood you (as any rightful thinking per-
son would, even Med students), thus
you had no right at all to call them
moralistic, witless, inconsistent, igno-
rant, unintelligent and humourless.

Itis true, most Med boys and girls have
some degree of intelligence and humour,
but you’re not one of them. You confuse
humour with sarcasm. Still, we shouldn’t
be too harsh as you did, unwittingly,
provide us and the whole of 2nd year
Med with the biggest laugh of our week!
So thanks for that!

John and Dave
2nd Year Medicine

P.S. Incidentally, Mikey, in case you
hadn’t noticed, you’re at Uni now.
There’s no need to wear your private
school uniform in the holidays.

P.P.S. Editors, in the first Gen X Re-
sponse “Salesperson” should have read
“spokesperson”,

Criticism for Adele

Adele. Being a stupid fuckwit who is of
no worth or use to anybody, you obvi-
ously don’t understand the pressures of
being famous. Kurt was an unfortunate
victim caught up in a world in which he
could go nowhere without being recog-
nised.

There was much more to him than
being lazy and taking drugs.

Grunge music is not a farce. It is grow-
ing in popularity right before your
fucking blind eyes. As far as 'm con-
cerned, you can fuck off and die.

This is for grunge fans everywhere ...
Fuck you, Adele.

Kurt Fan
Engineering

Even more Gen X

To Marc Vickers, and fellow students,

Kurt Cobain’s death was a real tragedy,
hissuicide was undoubtedly broughtabout
by a society that he felt frustrated and
alienated by. One in which he perceived
consumption to have become the ideo-

~ logical premise of the individual and con-

-sequently their overriding concern.
However, has Australia and the rest of

the industrialised world suddenly suc-

cumbed completely to ‘Americanisation’?

" That’s what Vickers would have us pre-

sume, we are all being isolated by “US
market capltahsm in particular. . . If

that’s the case we should dump the Queen
and hoist up the ‘star-spangled banner’
whilst bowing to the President. Even the
most ardent proponent of our growing
acceptance of American ways wouldn’t go
that far.

Nevertheless, Vickers’ article would have
us all question our society and culture
because one man {Kurt) and his band
believe it to be suffocating. Consumption
has made us all mindless zombies that
simply take rather than comprehend. Oh,
what a crock of shit! Kurt felt isolated
from an American society that suppressed
his freedom despite its espousal of the
contrary. What about the millions who
don’t, does that really mean that they
don’tthink. Cobain wrote a personal com-
mentary on his society, Vickers would
have us believe that we should accept this
view!

The whole article is telling us how terri-
ble our - suddenly Americanised - society
is and how US capitalism and the con-
sumer nation is constraining our freedom.,
Very unbiased reporting Mr Vickers, was
the Mayday march fun? Shit, what would
you prefer, direct control? Shouldn’t our
apparent acceptance of this society tell
you something, namely that the vast ma-
jority of people are not disaffected and
therefore content.

Marc Vickers looks to be one of the
school that presume that we all only pre-
tend or think we’re happy when really
we’re racked [sic] with guilt. ’'m not! I
don’t think most students are, sure there
are many who do sympathise with those
concepts and fair enough. What I do mind
is the attempt to pigeonhole all of us into
the same group.

I am not going to deify or sanctify Kurt
Cobain, he was simply another singer,
sure he had a message but that doesn’t
make him the apostle of the true path does
it Mr Vickers.

Anyway, if we did accept his and your
view it only make us members of the
pseudo-pseudo-counter-pseudo-counter-
culture wouldn’t it?

If the biased narrow presumption you
made were right I just don’t know how
any of us could sleep, we’d be too busy
being guilty.

Yours Sincerely
Nektarios Tsirbas
3rd year arts

P.S. The whole idea of Generation X is
quite silly, please stop classing people as
anything other than people.

Dear Nektarios,

* If you read the articles on Generation X,
surely you noticed that they were arguing
against a homogenous classification of
entire generations, not saying that Gen
Xers were creatures from outer space.

David, Tim & Lorien

A fruit

Dear Eds,

Re: Environment Week.

Fuck the environment! What about mzy
environment! I’m planting a maxiculture

garden, what are you doing? I think my

suspicions are proven (see my letter of

7th March). So far, you’re all failing the -
big one. How to live on this planet -

“sustainably”. ‘
D. Broadbent

A letter from
Greenpeace

To students and faculty :- Hydrocar-
bon Research

I am writing on behalf of Greenpeace
Australia. As part of our ongoing cam-
paign to reduce dependence on environ-
mentally damaging substances, we have
turned our attention to the kitchen. As
you know, the domestic refrigerator is a
leading source of ozone depleting sub-
stances such as chlorofluorocarbons
(CFCs) and hydrochlorofluorocarbons
(HCFCs). Thankfully, CFCs are on the
out. Under an international agreement
they are to be phased out by 1996.
Hopefully, HCFCs will suffer the same
fate soon after.

In the search to find a replacement for
these substances, however, industry has
embraced hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs).
It claims that they are ozone friendly,
but they fail to mention that HFCs are a
potent greenhouse gas. In the past few
years, Greenpeace has been working on
a solution.

Using technology discovered in a Eu-
ropean university, Greenpeace funded
the development of “Green Freeze”, an
environmentally friendly alternative,
which substitutes hydrocarbons for the
usual ozone depleting and greenhouse
gases. The end product of this endeav-
our should be on the shelves in the near
future.

There is still a way to go. That is where
you come in.

Your research is invaluable to us, no

matter how many brick walls you think

you have hit. So, if you have done any

research on ozone-safe and climate-safe

alternatives to CFCs or are looking to
do so, please let us know.

With appreciation,

Liz Smith

Greenpeace Australia

More problems
with Prosh pranks

Dear Eds,

After reading through last week’s edi-
tion, I was humoured with the Prosh
antics. Being Mothers’ Day on Sunday,
Ispoke to my Grandma who questioned
me about this Prosh week. I was not
quite sure what she was getting at until
she asked me about the Ronald
McDonald that was stolen. She slowly
informed me that as she sat next to poor
Ronald in the Myer Centre, a group of
young people (about 20 of them) gath-
ered around her continually giggling.
Finally, someone piped up and said,
“Ha, Granny, we’re going to steal that
chair”. So, as they unbolted the chair
shestarted to panic and decided tomove.
To her surprise they did steal the chair,
she was quite scared as another voice
cried, “Hurry up or we will take you
t0o,” but she managed to laugh about it
(probably because everyone else was on
the floor in hysterics).

From the kid with a poor old
petrified Granny with nowhere to sit.
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John Dawkins introduced the Rela-
tive Funding Model in 1988 in order
to establish the relative teaching and
research costs of different disciplines,
and to fund institutions accordingly.
Research and teaching were said to take
up around 6% of total operating grants,
although those teaching costs vary radi-
cally across disciplines and levels. For
example, Science/Medicine subjects cost
3 -4 times more to teach than Arts/Law,
and postgraduate students generally re-
quire up to double the funding of their
undergraduate counterparts. Institutions
are funded for the student load, per
EFTSU (effective full-time student unit),
as agreed in their educational profiles.

The Federal Government took 1988 as
being a year outside of the triennial
process in order to conduct a major
review of the sector [DEET, 1993a: 84].
For this reason it used 1988 to form the
basis for future funding levels, which
has had dramatic effects for two major
reasons. Firstly, the new funding ar-
rangements legitimised the levels of (ab-
solute and relative) funding which had
evolved through “under-resourcing”
over the previous decade, which harmed
the smaller, developing institutions and
the ex-colleges in particular. Secondly,
the sector as a whole has also suffered
due to the drastic over-enrolment {(and
subsequent under-funding) of 1988
which resulted directly from the in-
creased demand created by Dawkins,
andrigid enrolmenttargets implemented
by the Government which reduced insti-
tutional control over the admission proc-
ess [AVCC, 1994). This has entailed
that “the decline in per EFTSU funding
caused by over-enrolment was locked in
for later years” [DeAngelis: 39].

It was a major policy plank of Dawkins
to shift the burden for funding away
from the Commonwealth. The percent-
age of total higher education income
provided by the Commonwealth de-
creased by almost 10% between 1987
and 1990 alone [DEET, 1993a: 75],and
this decline has continued. Despite this
shift, the Federal Government is still the
major provider of resources to higher
education, currently financing 71% of
all higher education income [NUS: 1].
The amount of Commonwealth funding
to higher education varies depending
upon which figures you read (even within
the samereport), butspending on higher
education currently represents a little
less than 4% of total Commonwealth
outlays [DEET, 1993a: 81-2].

Highereducation in Australia is funded
triennially (for the coming financial year
and the two years following). This can
bealtered from year to year, but funding

levels are generally known in advance,

and since the introduction of the Rela-
tive Funding Model a base funding level
hasbeen assured for all institutions. The
Commonwealth allocates funds to insti-
tutions via a number of different grants.

Capital grants were previously made in

order for institutions to undertake spe-

cific construction projects - building lec-
ture theatres, etc. From this year, these
have been subsumed within institutions’
total operating grants, which is intended
to provide institutions with some free-
dom as to how they may use the money.

Given the physical decline of most uni-
versities due to past under-resourcing
this hardly represents a real freedom: in
most cases the money will go, out of
sheer necessity, towards the upkeep of
buildings in serious decline or the con-
struction of badly needed facilities.
Apart from the usual funding alloca-
tions, the Commonwealth recently pro-
vided $76.8 million for quality assur-
ance and enhancement to be allocated
by the Committee for Quality Assur-
ance in Higher Education, $3.5 million
of which went to the University of Ad-
elaide. Much controversy has sur-
rounded this scheme, particularly re-
gardingthe claim thatithas added to the
polarisation of the established, elite, ‘ivy
league’ universities from the newly amal-
gamated ex-teaching colleges, and has
effectively recreated the binary divide

- allegedly abolished by Dawkins. This

seems to be yet another example of the
shabby treatment dished out to those
institutions that merged at the behest of
Dawkins, but have gone without re-

ward for their efforts.

THE 1994

'BUDGET: HOW IT

WILL AFFECT
YOU

he total Commonwealth outlay

for 1994/5 is $4227.3 million, an
absolute increase of $113.3 million, or
2.8% [Giles: 1]. In real terms, however,
this represents an increase of just 0.2%
[NUS: 1]. While mild growth is prom-
ised for the remainder of the triennium,
estimated growth of 4 ~ 4.5% in Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) means that in
real terms funding will decline,

Given the abhorrent HECS proposals
of 1993, this Budget was most notable
for what did #ot happen - this was both
good and bad. Onethe one hand, upfront
full fee-paying places were not intro-
duced for Australian students, as was
feared in many quarters. This would

have opened up a number of places to "
- those with the ability to pay, rather than

the ability to succeed. On the other

Leif Larsen continues his examination
of the funding of higher education.
It all comes down to money really.

hand, calls from NBEET, the Australian
Vice-Chancellor’s Committee (AVCC),
the Democrats and the Opposition for a
$125 million boost to research infra-
structure were ignored. The Govern-
ment seems to be entirely alone in not

recognising the need for increased spend-
ing in this area, despite the obvious fact
that libraries are seriously run down,
and basic equipment is sorely needed.
This lack of concern poses a very serious
threat to the quality of education in this

.country.

Of those changes that did occur, most
publicised have been the changes to
HECS and AUSTUDY, as these will
impact most directly on students. There
has been some confusion over exactly
how these changes willwork, and notall
points of conjecture have yet been clari-
fied. The personal income test for
AUSTUDY recipients will now be based
on earnings in the current financial year
of enrolment rather than the calendar
year as was previously the case. Initially,
it was feared that this would act as a
disincentive to those entering higher
education from the workforce, as in-
come from the first six months of the
financial year would invariably render
them ineligible for assistance. This idea
was quickly knocked on the head by the
Minister.

Apparently, only income earned dur-
ing the period of study will count: in
other words, earnings from work previ-
ous to entering tertiary education will
not be taken into account. (This could
yethave serious consequences forasmall
amount of students, such as those who
study part-time, and work full-time, then
change to full-time study the following
year: their full-time income will count,
one would presume). Students will still
be required to estimate their income, but
it will be for the financial year rather
than the calendar year. For those new
entrants to higher education (initially
this will apply to all students) income
estimated for the remainder of the finan-
cial year (January - June) will be ex-
trapolated across the year to calculate
an annual allowance. Sound confusing?
There’s a good reason for that - it is. But
it will apparently run smoothly, and net
the Government a nice little earner into
the bargain. R

Similar confusion surrounds the
changes to HECS. From 1 January 1995
HECS will be brought into line with Pay
As You Earn (PAYE) and provisional
taxation systems, and the rate of repay-

ment will be calculated on a pro rata
basis. The way this will work is that the
proportion of the financial year spent in
the workforce by a graduate will repre-
sent the proportion of the HECS thresh-
old that will apply. To elucidate:

Under the existing system, a graduate
who enters the workforce on an annual
salary of $30, 000 a year will be taxed 3
per cent of $3,148 - the difference be-
tween the threshold salary of $26,852
and the $30,000 income earned. But
under the changes, a student who gets a
job paying an annual salary of $30,000
a year but only works for six months
will still be required to pay some HECS.
The 3 per cent will be calculated on the
difference between $15,000 - the money
earned over six months - and the
$13,426, the pro rata HECS threshold
salary [The Australian, 10/5/94].

The amount of money able to be ‘traded
in’ through the AUSTUDY Supplement
Scheme was also increased. Students
may now trade in $3,500 for a loan of
$7,000 (up $1,000 from last year and
$3,000 from the previous year). Stu-
dents then pay back the $7,000, in effect
losing $3,500 from their original
AUSTUDY grant. This is a cynical rev-
enue-raising exercise, and many students
will be forced to take up this loan due to
the paltry amount of the initial
AUSTUDY grant. A student undertak-
ing a standard three-year degree who
takes up this option each year is liable
for a total debt of almost $28,000, which
will financially cripple many graduates
in the years to come.

There was one progressive measure
announced in this Budget. A rent assist-
ance component of up to $34.20 per
week has been introduced for recipients
of the AUSTUDY homeless allowance
to bring them into line with those on
DSS homeless benefits. Unfortunately,
the Government has been unable to ex-
tend this privilege to other AUSTUDY
recipients to provide parity with those
on unemployment benefits. However,
the Federal MP for Bonython, Martin
Evans, assured us in his speech on the
Barr Smith Lawns (which none of you
attended) that it will be a priority of the
Federal Government to bring AUSTUDY
and DSS benefits into line in the next few
years.

FUNDING AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF
ADELAIDE

F or 1994, The University of Ad-
elaide had a total EFTSU target
load of 10, 145, and a subsequent oper-
ating grant of $122.9 million. This is
expected to remain fairly steady for the
remainder of the triennium [DEET,
1993b: 96]. This represents around
$12,000 per student, well above the
national average, as based upon study




level and discipline mix. Of this total,
$14.6 million went to research, and
almost $3 million to what was previ-
ously the capital grant [DEET, 1993b:
71, 57).

Funds are distributed at the University
of Adelaide through the Internal Funds
Distribution Mechanism. Of the total
income received by the University, 64 %
is allocated for academic purposes, go-
ing directly to the Faculties, and 36% is
channelled into Corporate Services, such
as the library, buildings and administra-
tion [Starcevich & Fox: 3]. Based on
historical data, this distribution ratio is
determined by the Senior Management
Group (made up of the Vice-Chancel-
lor, the Deputy Vice-Chancellors and
the Registrar) and approved by Council,
the University’s foremost decision-mak-
ing body. The percentage allocated to
the Faculties is estimated to be around
2% higher than the national average

ant

n the cultural dead zone that is
Generation X, Australian youth is
disappearing into relative obscurity in
mainstream culture. The declining birth
rate in the western world has seen
youth culture pushed off radio and
television as the media chases advertis-
ing revenue, targetting what is now
Australia’s most important demo-
graphic group - old people. While the
post-war population explosion created
the most powerful and influential youth
culture of all time in the 60s and 70s,
our generation has been smothered by
the baby boomers® “classic rock” ra-
dio and geriatric TV. This may be
about to change as Satellite television
invades Australia. MTV is coming!
Australians are perfectly located to

The University has experienced severe
funding shortages in recent years, and
still has a sizeable budget deficit. There
are several reasons for this. While Ad-
elaide University has fared well in rela-
tion to many other institutions, funding
cuts have still had a marked effect: wit-
ness for yourself overcrowded lectures
and tutorials, lack of computer access,
limited library opening hours and re-
sources, and generally run-down facili-
ties. The University has also struggled to
attract alternative sources of income,
and part of the reason for this has been
the flagging local economy and the reli-
ance upon volatile interest rates [Fox].

The most recent and extreme example
of the funding shortfall at this Univer-
sity is the Faculty of Arts crisis, which is
shaping up to be our very own ‘State
Bank’ (detailed by Tim Gow in last
week’s edition of On Dit). However
extreme this case may be, and whatever
the specific reasons may be for the crisis,

ride the youth culture tidal wave which
is currently engulfing our neighbours
to the North. Higher birth rates and
burgeoning economies in Asia have
spawned a powerful 90s version of the
baby boomers, who are causing havoc
by heartily embracing western pop
culture and its associated youthful con-
sumerism. A major component of this
phenomenon has been MTV Asia,
which is beamed from Hong Kong by
STAR TV.

Australians are relatively unfamiliar
with Satellite TV, which most people
associate .with pub-bound Sky Chan-
nel. This is about to change as Aus-
tralia falls under the footprint of the
new generation of Apstar satellites
which will give us access to dozens of

it appears to be symptomatic of funding
shortages institution-wide. Sources
within the University have revealed that
the Administration Branch has had no
funds in its equipment budget line for
several years (for items such as comput-
ers) and, like the Arts Faculty, is cur-
rently committing more money to sala-
ries than it can afford. It was also re-
vealed last week in On Dit that the
University has offered voluntary redun-
dancies to staff in all Faculties in order
to reduce the budget deficit. Given cur-
rent trends in funding, it is difficult to
see how these problems can be resolved.
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posed on local channels. Not a cent of
licensing fees or other costs will go to
the government, Some Asian govern-
ments have reacted by banning dishes.
While this may seem unlikely in liberal
Australia, it is not inconceivable. Brit-
ishauthorities have been making noises
about placing controls on dishes as a
result of porno channels being beamed
from Scandinavia.

Despite such concerns, the very fact
that much satellite viewing has not
been produced and tailored specifi-
cally for local viewers is what makes it
so very appealing. I am sick of the
disgraceful parochialism of loeal news
services. I am sick of living in bloody
Crows Town. I am sick of the geriatric
conservatism of channels that offer

nothing but gardening shows and life-

style programs dealing with how to
survive a midlife crisis. I want my
MTV -achannel which probably could
not find enough revenue to survive in
the Australian market alone. Satellite
TV offers programming that this coun-
try cannot provide.

Bring on STAR TV! Bring on the
global village. Die parochialism, die
local TV, die Camry Crows, die lack of
choice. The information revolution is
upon us and hopefully it will bring
radical changes in what we watch on
television and what we are able to
watch. Hopefully, the arrival of for-
eign TV in Australia will inspire Aus-
tralian television to pick up its game
and offer more choice. Unfortunately,
it seems that international broadcasts
may offer the best viewing for those of
us bogged down in provincialism.

As Bono says: “With Satellite Televi-
sion, you can go anywhere”.

' Matthew Denby




P or some time now, plans for the
construction of a multi-storey car
park by the University of Adelaide
have been under consideration. Asyou
may know if you’ve been reading On
Dit lately, the proposal is to build a
700 space, 7 storey car park on land
owned partly by the University and
partly by the Adelaide City Council.
The justification is that there are cur-
rently 200 full-time staff on a waiting
list for parking spaces. Within the next
fiveyears, the University willlose about
400 on-campus parking spaces,
through the construction of a new
Engineering building on the Fisher car
park, and through the closure of the
underground car park as aresult of the
City of Adelaide North Terrace plan,
which plans to limit vehicle access
from North Terrace, and this will fur-
ther add to the perceived problem. In
fact, the University’s long-term plan is
to remove all cars from the grounds
and create a pedestrian campus. At
first glance this sounds like a great
plan, but it is #ot a long-term one, as

Adclaide in the post - Uni

the University claims, and simply
amounts to moving the mess to an-
other part of the city so that our patch
is pleasant and green. Not so good.
Unfortunately, the truthis that many
members of staff, and also many stu-
dents, would be very pleased, in the
short-term, to have cheap access to a
nearby car park (although in the cur-
rent proposal these parks are neither
cheap nor nearby in comparison with
what is currently offered on campus).
The problem with the University’scur-
rent proposal lies in the truly long-
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term. It is blatantly obvious to anyone
who cares to examine the facts that no
short-term benefit, such as conven-
ience, can outweigh the considerable
problems of air and noise pollution,
public health, equity and economics
that currently result from our society’s
overdependence on cars, and which
will become ever more serious if we
don’t change our attitude to trans-
port.

Adelaide is currently in the privileged
position of being relatively green and
accessible. People lucky enough to live
in the inner suburbs still talk about the
twenty minute city (although those
living in the outer suburbs, without
access to cars or efficient public trans-
port, have a very different story to
tell). It’s this lack of visible pollution
that makes it very difficult to convince
the average commuter (and the Uni-
versity Administration) that there is a
problem, or that there are good rea-
sons for us to change our behaviour.
But it’s now, while we are still in this
privileged position, that we need to

arpark cra

move away from our dependence on
cars. Although the air may look clean
and we may not have to wait in traffic
jams very often, we have to convince
people that things are not really so
good. We have to spread the word that
Australian cities in general use more
than twice the transport fuel, and pro-
duce two to three times the green-
house gas of Furopean cities (yet the

Federal Governmenthas recently done
a spectacular back-down fromitscom--

mitment to reduce Australia’s CQO?2

emissions). We must spread the word:

that Adelaide is already one of the
most car dependentcities in the world.
If we don’t begin to change our way of
thinking now, we will find ourselves
living in Los Angeles or Detroit before
we can even indicate our intention of
a U-turn.

In the State Government’s 1991 pub-
lication “2020 Vision: Ideas for Met-
ropolitan Adelaide”, there seemed to
be a recognition of the fact that this
city needs to move away from its de-
pendence on cars. The publication ad-
vocated an inner city parking policy
that favoured short-term parking and
discouraged commuting. It suggested
parking space limits, higher entry costs,
higher fuel and ownership taxes and,
most importantly, a public transport
priority. The City Council’s decision
to approve the University’s car park
plan shows how much of this “Vi-
sion” is being forgotten or ignored.
It’s yet another example of the short-
sightedness that plagues Australian
politics on all levels.

The number of inner-city car parking
' spaces percapitain Ad-
elaide is high compared
to the rest of the world,
and not even those we
have are filled to ca-
pacity. Rather than
building more multi-
storey car parks in Ad-
elaide we should be en-
couraging a clean and
efficient public trans-
port system. The Uni-
versity is in a position
to be a community
leader in this area by
subsidising the public
‘transport costs, rather
than the parking costs
of its staff, and by lob-
bying the State Gov-
ernment to improve the
public transport sys-
tem. We are in a posi-
tion to learn from the
mistakes of the world’s
car dependent cities,
and to develop, and
exportto therestof the
world, truly long-term,
sustainable alterna-
tives.

The  construction of
this particular multi-
storey car park by the University will
not be of benefit to the City of Ad-

“elaide. It will not revitalise the East-
-End, but will make extremely bad use

of scarce and valuable inner-city land,
and take Adelaide further down the
path toward becoming a clogged, pol-

‘luted and unliveable city, like so'many

others in the world. In addition, if the
ooccupancy rates of existing:inner city
car parks are no more than 70%, as
stated in the University’s Car Parking

Business Plan, then the University will

‘be entering into an already saturated

market, and can not hope to make
money from its venture. It seems that
University staff are not really in the
market for an expensive park in the
city, but for a cheap one, just outside
their faculty. Rather than using park-
ing revenue to fund improved lighting
and other security around campusasit
currently does, the University will be
forced to channel parkingrevenue back
into paying for the car park. All thisat
a time when the library is cutting back

"Ratherthan building
more multi-storey car
parks in Adelaide we
should be encourag-
ing a clean and effi-
cient public transport
system.”

valuable journal subscriptions due to
a lack of funds.

There are almost certainly many
members of staff and many students
who have a real need for car parking
spaces. It may be that they are disa-
bled, they need to bring children to
childcare, they do not have access to
publictransport, they arrive atorleave
the University late at night, or they
need to transport equipment for field
work. These are the people who will in
no way benefit from the proposed
multi-storey car park. However, it is
time that the University reviewed its
current hierarchical system of parking
permit allocation. If we are to move
away from an overdependence on cars
we.must first distinguish want from
need. It is likely that the University’s
current provision of car parking spaces
would be more than adequate for those
members of the University community
who actually have a genuine need for
such a provision. The parking survey
which the Registrar has recently com-
missioned from the Statistics Depart-
ment will hopefully pinpoint thisneed.

The construction of a multi-storey
car park in the city would not be a
viable long-term plan either for the

" University or the City of Adelaide. If

the University truly wants to be a good
corporate citizen and a community
leader it should hold a vision of our
city as ecologically sustainable. The
University  Council has not yet ap-
provedthe proposal so now is the time
for concerned students to make their
views known. If you object to the
multi-storey car park come in to the
SAUA and sign the petition against the

. proposal.




‘he crucial question...is whether or
not the city, which was formerly
built on the human scale, and in which the
street existed primarily as a means of
contact, is to be replaced by the megapolis
where the dimensions of the street are on
the scale required for its primary use by
mechanical transport...The urban envi-
ronment should again become a place for
human encounter; for looking around,
listening and talking to people, walking
about and sitting down. Streets and
squares should once again be treated as
outside rooms within the city, as places
where the opportunity of contact between
people is the primary consideration.”

- Jan Tanghe, Living Cities

cople live in cities mainly for the

opportunities of employment, for
recreation and obtaining the supplies, serv-
ices and human contacts available in a
modern community. The population of a
city offers the opportunity for many inter-
actions' with: other people, ‘however
through bad planning and cost cutting of
transportation systems the possibilities of
access to other people and places becomes
restricted, especially to those less affluent,
and those who have no easy access to cars.
Meanwhile the physical environment we
live in continues to deteriorate.

FoE Nouveau, an Adelaide Friends of
The Earth group has launched a Trans-
port Alternatives Campaign. Those in-
volved are aware of the need to provide
information for interested people, and to
gather grass roots information to inform

.the planners and decision makers of our
city what the people who actually use the
transportation system want.

This campaign has three areas:

»Traffic Calming. Techniques for re-
ducing the dominance of the car on our
streets,” while increasing the access for
people. People, as pedestrians and cyclists
have been driven off the streets by the
danger, noise, pollution and sheer mass of
vehicles. Redesign of streets is needed to
emphasise people’s needs, to create an
environment that is a pleasant, safe and

interactive space.

ePublic Transport Improvements. Pub-
lic transport is under attack. Routes and
timetables are being “rationalised” by the
planners to reduce costs - in most cases
these changes have little impact on the
planners who seldom use anything but
their cars. We need more convenient,
safer, faster, cheaper and more frequent
services, which cater for flexible connec-
tions.

°Access by proximity. Thisinvolves plan-
ning to provide services where people live,
so that the need for trips is reduced.

Some of the vital transportation ques-
tions seem to be:

eDoes the transport system and plan-
ning of the city provide for the needs for
access in a way that maximises benefits to
all people needing transportation?

eDoes it have minimal negative effects
on residents, citizens and visitors?

oWill it create a desirable city in the
future, is it sustainable?

°Does it have adverse environmental
effects locally and globally?

For a large proportion of people in many
cities " (including Adelaide) the answers
usually seem to be no! Transportseems to

have become an end in itself, the needs of -

the private car seem to have'been elevated
to a higher place than the needs of people.
We need to ask the question, are we
willing to go the same way as Los Ange-
les? There the transportation system was

in a state of virtual collapse with conges-
tion, pollution, and dislocation of peo- -

ple’s lives before the car was seriously
questioned. Or do we have the will and
foresight to take action before this stage is
approached?

Adelaide Uni FoE in conjunction with
FoE Nouveau will be running an alterna-
tive transport workshop during Environ-
ment Week, on Tuesday 31st at 1:10
lunchtime in the South Dining Rooms,
Level 4, Union Building. The exercise
planned is to encourage discussions (in

small groups) of some of the issues relat-

ing to transport alternatives that are of

interest to you. We have prepared a
number of fact shects which may help
focus ideasonsometopics, however please
don’t be limited to these areas.

We hope that at the conclusion of the
session each group will be able to report
back to the whole group some of the ideas
discussed. These then can be collected,
not only from the session, but from others
in various areas of Adelaide to provide
FoE and other groups with the real needs
and ideas of many people for their ideal
transport system. The workshop also aims
to give information on how the decision
malers can be effectively contacted, and
how changes in planning might occur.
Please remember, the workshop is for
you. It is an opportunity to show that the
actual users of the transport system are
often the best people to understand what
is really needed. How many planners ac-
tually stand for long periods on wet and
windy bus stops, or in the blazing sun at
a station? How many have felt vulnerable

and nervous trying to get home at night?

Ordinary people in a free society have a
right to be heard; if we leave all decisions
to the experts we can only expect to get

_the views of a narrow, and usually privi-

leged few. ‘ ‘
Mawson Graduate Centre for
Environmental Studies,
University of Adelaide.

Mobility is needed by all people
in the community, howeveratrans-
port system based mainly on the
car creates huge inequalities.
Largely due to financial differ-
ences, age and physical conditions
which limit the ability of many
peopletodrive, it also acts against
those who choose to minimise car
use for the betrerment of the envi-
ronment. With a rapid increase in
the aged population, and the ris-
ing incidence of unemployment
and poverty, more people will join
the non-car-using group. Clearly
in a just society such people, often
theleastableto protectthemselves,
require access to affordable, safe
and convenient transport. The.in-
creasing reliance on the car as the
major transportation system has
shifted many of the social and
environmental costs onto those
_who gain least benefit from the car
‘dominant system. S

PARTY NOW.WORRY LATER

ASSIGNMENTS, EXAMS, PRACS, ESSAYS, TUTES,
LECTURES, TUTE PRESENTATIONS, & THE LIST
GOES ON. ESCAPE THE RFEALITIES OF
UNIVERSITY AND HEAD ON DOWN TO DICKY'S
BAR FOR CHEAP DRINKS, PRIZES PROMOS AND
THE LATEST GROCOVES AND TUNES FROM
RESIDENT DJ.

CNR. OF WARD ST. & O'CONNEL ST

NORTH ADELAIDE
T -

| HAPPY HOURS EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT

p.m—~10p.m.&
i2p.m~1ia.m.
BEER $0.90
BASIC SPIRITS $1.90
CHAMPAGNE $1.50
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“From one of the dirtiest big chemical
companies, to a small Australian water
cleaning company, the film Greenbucks-
the challenge of Sustainable Develop-
ment asks management the world over
about how they are pursuing the goals
of sustainable development.”

On Friday 3rd June, as part of Envi-
ronment Week, the Students’ Associa-
tion will be presenting a screening of the
film Greenbucks and a public lecture on
ecologically sustainable development
will be given by its director, Adelaide-
based international film maker, Gabrielle
Kelly. Her film, which was made for the
BBC and launched at the Rio Earth
Summit in 1992, has been an interna-
tional success, causing people to think
hard about ecological sustainability the
world over.

When the film was released, the chair-
man of Volkswagen ordered 40 copies
to send to every Environment and Fi-
nance Minister in the German Lander
States. The critics have also applauded
t:

“A refreshing angle on the depressing
theme of world economic disaster,” The
Independent, London, June 1992

“..these stories reveal a new breed of
powerful peoplejoining the green move-
ment.”  The Daily Express, London,
June 1992

“It asks business, as one of us, to take
responsible action in environmental
management.” Stephen Spence, Trade
Union Official

Greenbucks is a highly relevant and
challenging documentary. It tells stories
from Australia, Asia Pacific, the Ameri-
cas and Europe, of the best efforts of

Save our
Bilbies

To the right is a “relay” letter to the
AMP society about the endangered
~ GreaterBilbyin Queensland. Theidea
is that before you send the letter
yourself, you photocopy it and send
the letter along to another inter-
ested person to photocopy and post
their copy etc. etc. Maybe AMP will
eventually get the point. The letter
itself explains why its so important
to send the letter to AMP. They may
be Australia’s largest financial com-

pany, and they may control Austral--

ia’s largest pastoral company, but
that doesn’t give them the right to
ride roughshod over the efforts of
conservationists and state govern-
ments and threaten a unique Aus-
tralian mammal. We have to letthem
know.

For further information about AMP
versus the bilby, contact David
Noonan, Environmental Studies.

individuals in business, to begin to grap-
ple with the demands of Sustainable
Development. Greenbucks is not a story
about the “goodies and baddies” of
corporate environmentalism. Rather it
assumes that sustainable development is
the way of the future and looks to the
business leaders of the world, who are
trying to solve the myriad of unan-
swered questions in a world economic
system that is undergoing rapid and
urgent change.

The Volkswagen Factory, Swiss Asea
Brown Boveri’s push into energy effi-
cient technology, Danish Novatex’s de-
velopment of organic cotton for the
sustainable T-shirt and the Australian
company Memtech’s new water clean-
ing technology are just some of the sto-
ries.

The cost of environmental devastation
in Eastern Europe, the impact of third
world poverty and overpopulation on
development, global trade, and the in-
adequacies of oureconomic systems also
feature in this challenging and far reach-
ing documentary.

Kelly says that “after an extensive 12
month research period we chose several
companies of different types and sizes

_from different industrial sectors for our

programme. CEOswere interviewed and
theenvironmental performances of their
companies were assessed as well as their
efforts towards change... What became
clear is that the scale and nature of
change within organisations differs in a
significant way. For example the size of
the “problem” for a chemical company
makes change slow and expensive; add
to this the different attitudinal cultures

l_GeneraI Manager
AMP Society
1 King William St, Adelaide SA 5000

within the different sectors and it be-
comes clear that the achieving of sus-
tainable development is and will be com-
plex and needs to be seen as such, rather
than a black and white cowboys and
Indians “them and us”, which is the
framework in which the debate has been
handled.”

Lastyear Kelly presented a paper to the
Department of Industrial Relations’ Best
Practice Week. She says that “it comes
as no surprise that best practice firms
also lead the field in environmental best
practice. These firms are generating
“first-mover” advantages in the market
place and through this they are increas-
ing market share. Sustainable develop-
ment makes environmental and market
place sense!”

Kelly speaks frankly of her hopes for
the future: “To go down a path of
destruction is unacceptable to all, how-
ever with the increasing understanding
of global environmental issues we can
look to the future with some optimism.
The two most serious questions which
we must address as part of a global
strategy are poverty in third world coun-
tries, and overpopulation. If we are to
achieve sustainable development, uni-
versities cannotignoretheir role in bring-
ing about vital changes in community
attitudes. There is a real need to build on
the environmental awareness taught in
primary and secondary schools and the
logical means of achieving this is through
establishing a university-wide core cur-
riculum of environmental literacy. Uni-
versities must acknowledge their obliga-
tion and respond with positive policies
to ensure that graduates are able to

adapt and function in an ever changing
environmental climate. It must also be
understood that environmental prob-
lems cannot be solved just by the appli-
cation of scientific based answers. The
problems we face are also of a social and
economic nature”,

These are the sort of issues which are
being raised by the Karpin inquiry, which
has been instigated by the Department
of Employment Education and Training
and is presently examining the potential
gap between the needs of industry and
the management skills being taught at
universities, The University of South
Australia recently welcomed Kelly to a
lecture as part of their Economics and
Public Policy course at Magill Campus,
in order to introduce and promote inter-
national expertise based in Adelaide,
and broaden the focus of students and
lecturers in Australian universities. We
can learn much from the experience and
mistakes of others and I strongly en-
courage all interested students to attend
the lecture and screening. Whatever we
doin our future lives willhave an impact
upon the environment. We must make
sure that we have the necessary knowl-
edge to ensure that we contribute to
ecological sustainability and not to en-
vironmental degradation.

Anita Butler
SAUA Enviroment Officer

Thanks to Peter Bowen, USASA Envi-
ronment Officer
The lecture on Ecologically Sustainable
Development and screening of the film
Greenbucks will be held at 1pm in the
Union Cinema (level 5 Union Building),
on Friday 3rd June. All welcome.

There isgrave concern that the actions of the AMP Society, through its wholly owned subsidiary the Stanbroke Pastoral Company
that operates the Davenport Downs pastoral lease, are a threat to the survival of Queensland's last viable population of the Greater
Bilby. The Bilby is a unique Australian mammal that is classified as an endangered species at a national level, this means that unless
the processes that threaten the Bilby and its habitat can be checked, the Bilby may become extinct. The Queensland National Parks
Service are concerned that continued grazing at current stocking levels will lead to the colony's demise, reports suggest that the
number of active burrows has declined dramatically and that the effects of grazing have been exacerbated by the recent drought.
Scientists of this Service argue that grazing in the paddock where the colony occurs should cease. The AMP, through the Stanbroke
Pastoral Company, has refused to cease or reduce grazing pressure on the colony's habitat. This is a threat to the survival of the
Bilby colony. The AMP Society is therefore acting in a very environmentally irresponsibie manner.

The AMP will be held accountable for the actions of its subsidiary in this matter. The Australian Nature Conservation Agency
is attempting to formulate a recovery plan for the Bilby, but the actions of the AMP in threatening the colony's survival are directly
contrary and obstructive to this programme. The Bilby's range once extended over much of arid and semi-arid Queensland, but

the only one in Queensland of a viable size and it is for this reason that it is so very important. There are no Bilbies left in South
Australia, it is incumbent on the AMP to see that this fate does not befall Queensland as well. While grazing is not the only threat
to the coleny:it is up to the AMP to remove this threat, ‘
AMP's reputation is dependant on the public's perception of the character of it operations, this matter presents the AMP with
a choice and an opportunity. It is unacceptable that the AMP should threaten the survival of this example of Australia's biological
heritage. The opportunity exists for the to demonstrate its credentials and safeguard the colony by ceasing grazing in that
paddock, a simple and commendable act. If the AMP chooses not too so it will bear the consequences. :
The Bilby is becoming an Australian cultural symbol in the form of the 'Easter Bilby'. If the AMP becomes known as an
organisation that knowingly threatens the survival of the Bilby its reputation will rightly suffer as a consequence. Unless the AMP
takes the responsible decision to cease grazing, then consumer action against the AMP will be recommended and media exposure
of the AMP's actions will ensue. That would be an unfortunate and unnecessary event and no doubt damaging to the AMP's

reputation. ‘

This situation will be publicised, it is the AMP's choice as to the sort of publicity it receII/es. The AMP Society's reply is requested.

Yours Sincerely,
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ATT, the General Agreement on

Tariffs and Trade, was signed by
most of the countries in the world earlier
this year. The eighth GATT agreement,
this one promises to deliver more on free
tradethen any of its predecessors. Within
its 20 000 pages are agreements on
reducing restrictions on trade in every-
thing from agriculture and manufactur-
ing to services and finances. Plus, there
are some agreements on things like intel-
lectual property rights. Overseeing the
implementation of this GATT will be a
new organisation, the World Trade Or-
ganisation, to be established by January
1995.

To make sure that signature countries
stick to their agreements there is an
improved dispute settlement mechanism.
Previously if one country had a gripe
about another’s ‘unfair’ trading prac-
tices (eg. export subsidies) it had to get
consensus amongst all the countries on
the General Council of GATT just to set
up a panel to study the complaint. This
was no easy matter when the country at
the receiving end of the complaint had a
vote, and if it voted against it there
would not be consensus. The same rules
on consensus applied to the adoption of
a panel report by the General Council
and the application of trade sanctions.
The new GATT reverses the consensus
rule so that consensus is necessary to
stop the setting up of a panel, the adop-
tion of a panel report by the General
Council, and the application of trade
sanctions. This makes the dispute settle-
ment procedure fairly automatic once a
country makes a complaint.

So what’s GATT got to do with the
environment? Lots! Almost any actions
taken by governments which impede the
flow of trade can be declared GATT
illegal and hence attractretaliatory trade
sanctions. This includes laws which are
designed to protect the environment eg:
restrictions on the importation of rain-
forest timber from Sarawak.

The most famous example is the so-
called GATTzilla vs Flipper case. Under
pressure from environmentalists, the US
government had legislated the Marine
Mammals Protection Act which out-
lawed dolphin-killing tuna fishing prac-
tices. One way to catch yellow finned
tuna is to throw nets around a school of
dolphins so as to get the tuna which
swim underneath the dolphins. The dol-
phins are suffocated in the nets and their
bodies tossed overboard. In- 1988,
around 100 000 dolphins were killed
like this. However even once the US
tuna fleet stopped this practice the tuna
fleets of other Latin American countries
continued it, In 1990-1, import embar-
goes were placed on tuna caught in such
a manner so that it could not be sold
inside the US. However, Mexico took
the US to GATT on the grounds that
such embargoes were an impediment to
freetrade and GATT illegal. In 1991 the
GATT panel ruled in favour of Mexico.

The implications of the case are dis-

turbing. Trade
sanctions are an
effective mecha-
nism for enforc-
ing a variety of en-
vironmental
measures. The
world can’t stop
a country
driftnetting, cut-
ting  tropical
hardwoods, kill-
ing endangered
species, or killing
elephants for
ivory - but it can
refuse to buy the
stuff which makes
such activities
economically
unviable. Or at
least we were able
to slap on a trade
embargo, but is it
now GATT ille-

gal?
Currently a
whole range of en-

vironmental

measures are being challenged under
GATT, including: US fuel economy
standards for new cars; US Gas Guzzler
tax; and the EC ban on the use of growth
hormonesin beef, Threatened challenges
include: US restrictions on driftnetting;
export bans on raw logos from Indone-
sia, the Philippines and the US; 1990
Consumer. Education and Nutrition
Food Labelling Act; German packaging
recycling laws; and California’s propo-
sition 65 which requires labelling of
carcinogens. In the past such threatened
‘free trade’ challenges have produced
results without even going through the
whole process - for example: Danish
bottle recycling requirements were weak-
ened; Canada was forced to accept US
food imports with 30% higher pesticide
levels than national laws permitted; and
a British Colombia reforestation pro-
gram was scrapped as an “unfair sub-
sidy to the timber industry”.

Of course none of this is terribly sur-
prising when you look at who is negoti-
ating the GATT. Of the 800 members of
advisory committees. to the US trade
representative on GATT, five are envi-
ronmentalists, a handful are unionists
and the rest are from the business com-
munity. The US based group Public Citi-
zen did a study of members of the three
trade advisory committees which most
directly related to environmental, health
and safety issues. Cross-checking with
Environmental Protection Agency
records they found that five of the ten
biggest dischargers of hazardous waste
in the US were members. of these com-
mittees responsible for environmental
standards: Du Pont, the biggest polluter
in the US; Monsanto, number two pol-
luter; 3M, sixth biggest; General Mo-
tors, number eight on the role of hon-
our; and Eastman Kodak, just scraping

number nine.
Nearly half of all
trade advisers in
the study were
found to be from
companies [isted
by the EPA as
“Potentially Re-
sponsibleParties”
for hazardous
waste dumping.

It would seem
that the evidence
suggests that
GATT will lower
environmental
standards and
suggests that the
reason is that
those people do-
ing" the deal are
representatives of
companies that
haveaninterestin
polluting,

And yet there is
currently a lot of
discussion in the
free trade journals about what to do
about GATT and the environment. The
free trade ideologues claim that
GATTzilla vs Flipper was an aberration
and that free trade can coexist with
environmental protection. They propose
putting a section into the GATT which
would give precedence to international
environmental treaties. Such a clause
already exists in the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) be-
tween Canada, the US and Mexico.

The problem with this argument is that
a) there is plenty of evidence that
GATTzilla vs Flipper is not a unique
attack on environmental protection {as
above), b) as of yet NAFTA hasn’t pro-
duced any environmental victories, in
fact, some backward steps have been
taken, also pollution in Mexico City is
as bad as ever from US dirty industry c)
effectiveinternationalenvironment trea-
ties are few and far between and d) it
doesn’taccount for the structural obsta-
cles that stand in the way of environ-
mental action.

If political power is, roughly speaking,
a function of economic power, then
there is a problem when those economic
powershavea vested interestin environ-
mental destruction. If capitalism is de-
mocracy of the dollar then there are
problems for reducing Greenhouse gas
emissions because seven of the world’s
biggest ten industrial corporations pro-
duce oil or cars. Motor vehicle produc-
tion and petroleum refining are the
world’s number one and two industries
with sales of around US$1800 billion in
1992. They have a vested interest in
pumping outgreenhouse gasses and they
have a lot of power.

On the brighter side, political power
not only comes out of economic power,
it also comes out of organised political

into the charts at

movements and the free trade ideologues
are shit scared of the environmentalists.
There they were happily writing up their
GATTina quietcorner when GATTzilla
vs Flipper hit the fan (messy). All of a
sudden they’re on centre stage, vilified
asecoterrorists and dolphin killers. One
free tradecrat went so far as to argue
that if GATT didn’t accommodate the
Greenies it would be GATT that lost
out. Whatever the truth of this, GATT is
going to be one to watch and keep
pressure om.

There are of course other problems
with GATT:

a) The Third World will not be able to
give protection and subsidies to develop
indigenous industry as such subsidies
are GATT illegal. This leaves the South
at the mercy of the transnational corpo-
rations (TINCs) that can go into these
countries and plunder the resources and
get cheap labour. Which brings me to. .

b) The mobility of TNCs will put enor-
mous downward pressure on wages and
conditions in First World countries. They
can threaten to relocate in, say Indone-
sia where wagesare a fraction of those in
Australia. And likewise of course with
environmental standards.

GATT is by and for international capi-
tal. In countering international capital
co-ordinated through GATT, the pro-
gressive movement will need to develop
far better international links. Australian
unionists, for example, need to have
solidarity with Indonesian unionists to
help them get better wages and condi-
tions in order to protect those already in
Australia. And international solidarity
ofthis sort will be absolutely essential to
survive the environmental crisis.

Russel Norman
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MYSTIFIED BY THE MATHS IN
MICROBIOLOGY?

STUMPED BY THE STATS IN
PSYCHOLOGY?

Why not drop in'to the Maths Learning
- Centre ("downstairs™ in the Hughes Plaza)
where there are friendly tutors available
to help you FOR FREE over a cup of
cofles. « ,

The drop-in facility is available to all Ad-
elaide Uni students taking any first sub-
ject involving maths or stats, whether it
be in Economics or Astronomy, Agricul-
ture or Genetics! :

Open 10am to 4pm daily (Monday 10am
' toTpm). Phone 303 5882 for more infor-

mation.
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M ay 1994 was declared United
States National Bike to Work
Month. A group of Internetters (peo-
ple who ride on the information super
highway that we’ve being hearing so
much about lately) posted a challenge
to other Internet users to amass the

distances travelled by bike, skates or
on foot during one month, after which
time these particular users, who called
themselves “The Global Cycling Net-
work” would calculate the reduction
in atmospheric polluters resulting di-
rectly from their efforts.

| like to clean

G reen consumers often run into
trouble when trying to buyhouse-
hold cleaning products. It’s all very well
to make sure you actively avoid adding
to the toxic nutrient load which ends up
in our creeks, rivers and the sea. But if at
the end of the day, your clothes and
dishes are just as dirty as they were then
'you may as well have kept your money.
That’s why it’s refreshing to find bio-
‘degradable cleaners that actually work.
Tri Nature is one of these. The Tri
‘Nature Company is a subsidiary of an
‘Australian company based in Newcastle
called Brockman Research Prop. Ltd,
‘the research and development arm of
Hammersley Chemical Industries. About
fifteen years ago, the company’s bio-
chemists, who were concerned about
‘the potential for environmental damage
from the products used in industry, de-
cided to develop some “green” alterna-
tives. _

Their major challenge was to find a
‘natural material which could replace

:‘O“DI;T*‘-‘ 4

“the phosphate or nutrient based deter-

gents used in conventional household
cleaners but which posed no threat to
the environment.

In their search they rejected the use of
the phosphate substitutes now causing
concern like zeolites and polycarbolic
acids (PCAs). Instead they developed a
new polymer technology using herbal
additives. The results of their research
went beyond even their own expecta-
tions. Their years of research and devel-
opment produced Tri Nature products,
which are not only guaranteed to be safe
for people and the environment, but
have shown themselves to be economi-
cal and often better cleaners than their
traditional polluting counterparts.

In recognition of this exceptional tech-
nical breakthrough, in 1990 the Banksia
Environmental Award Foundation pre-
sented Tri Nature with two Certificates
of Recognition for being first in the
fields of Innovative Technology and Pol-
lution Control.

Internet efforts are truly global. The
net spans almost every country in the
world and while most of the users are
westerners, who post in English, there
are increasing numbers of well-off peo-
ple from third-world countries. Re-
cently, a new language specific to net
users has been developing which
renders language barriers irrelevant
and brings everyone in the world much
closer to one another.

The implications of this for environ-
mentalism are enormous and as yet
they are known only to a few hard-
ened hackers. For a long time now
“think globally, act locally” has been
accepted as a sensible and effective
principle in environmentalism. What
is offered via Internet is the chance to
immediately post to others news about
how you are acting locally. They can
then act locally in their own areas in
the same way, and the result is one
great big global act. Environmental
networking at its best.

Unfortunately, not everyone has ac-
cess to Internet (yet) and most of us
don’t even know what’s going on in
our next door neighbour’s back yard.
If we are really going to turn around
our destruction of this planet we really
need to start listening to one another,
now. And what better place to start
than with this challenge from our friends
in California: “Broughttoyou by...The
Global Cycling Network and...The let-
ter ‘B’.” This is what they said:

Okay, so you ride your bicycle hun-
dreds or thousands of miles over hill
and dale on the weekends. You grind
your teeth into talcum powder sweat-
ing it up the local “killer hill” or
endure 100 degree heat over 100-mile
courses that make your non-cycling

TriNature products contain only plant
based ingredients and some naturally
occurring mineral salts. The company
makes detailed information on these
available to concerned consumers.

The products contain no ammonia,
chlorine, petro chemical derivatives, for-
maldehyde or enzymes which can ag-
gravate conditions like asthma, ezcema
or allergies. Local holistic medicine prac-
titioners have had very positive results
with their patients using Tri Nature
products.

The low toxicity of Tri Nature cleaners
has also been of interest to parents and
those responsible for the care of small
children. Tri Nature offers safe, effec-
tive alternatives to the conventional
cleaners and dishwashing machine pow-
ders which can cause serious, even le-
thal; poisoning and burning.

All products are supplied in concen-
trated form, and contain no fillers or
extenders. For this reason the initial
outlay is greater than for your average

friends wonder if all that carbo load-
ing hasn’t turned your brain into spa-
ghetti. But you still find yourself play-
ing bumper tag every weekday on the
way to work. Something’s wrong with
this picture folks!

I challenge you to leave your car at
home for as much of this month as
possible. Keep track of the number of
days you ride, walk or skate to work
and how far you travel round trip.
(Please count only the most direct “cy-
cling/walking/skating- friendly” route
when tallying distance.) At the end of
the month your score will be deter-
mined from the following formula: § =
10N +D where N is the number of
days commuted by bicycle, foot or
skates (one way counts as half a day)
and D is the total distance commuted.

From your score, I will estimate the
reduction in atmospheric pollutants
resulting directly from your effort (and
all of our efforts collectively). You will
also earn one of the following prestig-
ious titles based on your score:

300+ Earth Guardian
200+ Green Machine
100+ Trend Setter
50+ Air Freshener

I will post the results back to the Net
with a breakdown by organisation,
city and country.

So, shall we rise to the challenge? I
hereby declare that our Bike to Uni
month starts now. Lets make the in-
formation super highway work in a
useful, truly global way and show our
friendsin California that there is some-
one tapping away out there. If you
want to join in, collate your results
and bring them into the Students’ As-
sociation. Vive the information revo-
lution and Vive Planet Earth!

SE

eco-destroying product but the prod-
ucts last much longer and in using them
you’re not harming the environment.
From the start, the company recognised
that consumer education in the use of
concentrates is an important aspect of
customer service and chose direct mar-
keting as its method of distribution to
enable consumer education to occur one
on one. ‘ ‘

The products are therefore made avail-
able through individual distributors who
generally have a deep commitment to
the environment and human health and
alove for the Tri Nature products. Some
people buy direct from the company just
for themselves and friends and others
make it available to the public. South
Australia needs many more distributors
in all areas to meet the increasing de-
mand for these truly green products.

Anyone wishing to try these very spe-
cial cleaners can contact Sue on 339-
4412,




Subvertir

Dominant Paradigm

Environmental Education at Tertiary Level

I': nvironmental education has a
number of important and unique
features.

olt is new;

o]t is holistic and non-disciplinary;

olt is based on values which are made
explicit;

o]t is subversive;

°The process oflearning is an integral
part of what is to be learnt.

It is easy to demonstrate that tertiary
level environmental education is new. The
Graduate Centre for Environment Science
at Monash University can fairly claim to
be the oldest such institution in Australia.
It opened its doors in 1973. It was quickly
followed by the Centre for Environmental
Studies at Adelaide University in1975 and
centres at Tasmania, ANU and Macquarie
in the early 1970s - all graduate centres.
Undergraduate environmental education
was not established until the late 1970s at
Griffith University and Murdoch Univer-
sity. The Australian Association for Envi-
ronmental Education was not founded
until 1980.

Today, there are undergraduate and
graduate courses at just about every uni-
versity in the country which incorporate
the word environment into their titles, But
there is more to environmental education
than just a name. The existence of depart-
mients, degrees or matric level subjects
with environmental in their title doesn’t
guarantee that environmental education
is occurring. In their early days, university
courses offered by the pioneer Centres of
Environmental Studies were little more

" than collections of subjects - biology, geol-
ogy, law, economics, engineering, etc. with

the word environmental preceding them.
They taught about the environment; there
was little recognition of the centrality of
social and political issues in environmen-
tal problems and there was little genuine
integration of ideas.

Today, a genuine environmental educa-
tion exists in at least some parts of some
universities, including Adelaide. Environ-

mental education is, or should be, trying
to show that everything is connected to
and affects everything else; that the whole
is a great deal more than the sum of its
parts; that humans - and all their works -
are part of nature; that it is how humans
perceive their environment which is im-
portant and that reducing environmental
issues to matters of biology, chemistry,
physics or, heaven forbid, to dollar values,
istotally counterproductive in understand-
ing how the environment works and try-
ing to protect it. These are immensely
difficult things to do. More so because so
much knowledge is taught in high schools
and universities as part of traditional dis-
ciplines; it is very hard to break out of the
mould of seeing the world broken up into
discrete parcels of knowledge. Maybe this
is why primary schools at one end of the
educational journey and Graduates Cen-
tres at the other are so important in envi-
ronmental education. They are not so
constrained by this disciplinary
reductionism. They can, to use the correct
terms, be holistic and non-disciplinary.
Let’s turn to the third of my essentials for
environmental education - values. There
are three ways in which values necessarily
are part of environmental education. First,
it is committed to protecting the earth; it
is, therefore, not just about the environ-
ment, it is for the environment, It assumes
that the environment is worth defending
and puts this as its primary goal. This is
not the sort of thing which formal educa-
tion at any level ostensibly sets out to do.
The traditional objectives of liberal edu-
cation are very individualistic - the devel-
opment of healthy, fully developed indi-

viduals with the intellectual abilities and
skills allowing them to take their place in
a functioning society. But not even these
individualistic objectives can be achleved
unless we can save the earth and maintain
an environment. in whlch all or, indeed,
any human activities can satlsfactorlly

occur. We must therefore defend the envi-
ronment and environmental educators

must say so loudly, clearly and often.
But we must go beyond that to the sec-
ond area in which values intrude. The
consequence of adopting such individual-
istic educational goals, which is not usu-
ally stated explicitly, is that the present
functioning of society is thereby main-
tained and enhanced. In other words, what

are stated to be individual goals and val-
uesare, in fact, corporate andsocietal. But
itisjust these goals and values which, to a
very greatextent, created the environmen-
tal problems which now face us, so it is
hardly surprising that environmental edu-
cators want something different. For ex-
ample, therecent draftstatement on “Stud-
ies of Society and Environment for Aus-
tralian Schools’ released for consultation
in November 1993, said (p6) ..

“Throughout their studies of society and
environment, students ... develop the
shared values which cluster around the
concepts of democratic process, social jus-
tice and ecological sustainability.”

The sharp, not to say acrimonious de-
bates about ‘sustainable development’ and
surrogates such as ‘ecologically sustain-
able development’ and ‘ecological

sustainability’, show that Australian soci- -

ety is far from experiencing fully “shared
values” in this case. Concepts of “demo-
cratic process” and “social justice” are
also far from universally agreed upon.
Whose was the Common Future of the
Brundtland report? The affluent middle
classes of the western industrialised na-
tions? Or indigenous forest dwellers of
Brazil,Indonesia and Borneo whose homes
andlivelihoods are being destroyed around
them as the tropical rainforests are logged
for the benefit of the aforementioned mid-
dle classes of the industrial nations?

The third reason why valuesare an inevi-
table part of environmental education is
because it starts from the position that
environmental problems exist which need

to be solved, rather than that a piece of

knowledge needs to bé acquired, or that
some theory is valid because it fits into the -
corpus of the rest of the theories of that
particular discipline. Yet human beings
cannot solve problems without some cri-
teria for deciding between different choices.

The different choices we make reflect our
different values.

Why do I say that environmental educa-
tion is subversive? At the time of the
establishment of the earlier Centres for
Environmental Studies in our universities,
there was a crucial, widely shared confi-
dence in the ability of the educational

process both to maintain the social, politi-
cal and economicstatus quo and to change
it. Today, with the awareness of the global
environmental crises that the intervening
years have brought, it has become increas-
ingly clear that formal education in our
society has functioned predominantly to
maintain the social, political and economic
conditions that have produced one envi-
ronmental disaster after another. It is se-
verely hampered in its ability to make the
changes in human behaviours and atti-
tudes necessary to stop the degradation of
our planet, let alone improve its health.
Environmental education must subvert the
dominant paradigm.

I have made my pomt I think, that
environmental education is dlfferent and
controversial. The consequences are easy
to demonstrate. In its short history at
Adelaide University, Environmental Stud-
ies has been subjected to a major review no
less than three times; it is about to experi-
ence further reviews, partly as a conse-
quence of a university-wide review of en-
vironmental science/studies curreiitly be-

‘ing planned and partly because the Fac-

ulty of Arts, of which the Centre has been
apart since 1984, is about to be reviewed.

_Thebraveindependent Centresat Monash

and Tasmania have been mergedhwith
traditional disciplinary departments. The
ANU Centre no longer offers courses in
environmental studies. Environmental
education has had to fightall the way since
its establishment 'in tertiary institutions

and has lost many battles. Recognising

what it is really about may yet allow it to

“achieve-its stated goals - however, novel

and subversive they appear. They are very
necessary! ‘ o
_ . Associate Professor Ken Dyer -
Mawson Graduate Centre for Environ-

“mental Studies, University of Adelaide. .
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Monday 30th
Launch

ay

Union Gallery 1:15pm

Speakers: Professor Ian Falconer, Deputy
Vice-Chancellor (Academic); Professor Martin
Williams, Director, Mawson Graduate Centre
for Environmental Studies

SAUA RESOURCES THAT YOU CAN USE
TO BE KIND TO THE ENVIRONMENT

Photocopying

If you really feel the need to photocopy what you can
often just read in the library, (thereby wasting far less
paper), think about coming into the SAUA to do it. Not
only is it considerably cheaper than in the library or
anywhere eise, we also have recycled paper in all our
machines, and you can do double-sided copies.

Bus Timetables

By catching the bus you are helping to minimise the
number of cars on our roads and hence the amount of
muck we pump into the atmosphere. If you ever need to
check a bus timetable, the SAUA has a full set hanging off
the front desk. Make use of them. By the way, the STA
would like me to let you know that their Customer Service
Centre is open until 6pm Monday to Thursday, until 9pm
on Friday and until 5pm on Saturday. Hmm...The SAUAis
closer and open almost as longl

Environmental Resources

The SAUA has lots of books, government publications and
Jjournals which are available to students to borrow. Theres
a full list of what we have in the office so if you need some
information for a course you're doing, or you'Te just
interested, come in and check them out.

Bike Pump and Puncture Repair Kit

Riding a bike is not only very gentle on the fragile
environment, its also fun and it keeps you fit. However,
bikes do get punctures and flat tyres. Ifthis happensto you
at uni, come in to the SAUA and borrow the puncture
repair kit and bike pump. Just ask Nia at the front desk.
Car pooling - ,
The SAUA is attempting to institute a car pooling schem
which would help cut down on the number of cars on our
roads. We already have a lot of names of peoplé who are
willing to participate but we need more to make it work.
If you are interested either in being a driver and getting
some of your trans port costs paid by your passengers, or
in gettinga lift with someqne who's going your way, come
and let us know. ’

Tuesday 31st May
Forum: The Hindmarsh Island Bridge
Barr Smith Lawns 12:30pm

Speakers: Dave Thomason, CFMEU;

Sara Malra, Ngarrindjeri People

Workshop: Alternative Transport,
-organised by Friends of the Earth
South Dining Rooms (level 4 Union Building) 1pm:
Facilitator: Roman Orzanski

Thursday 2nd June

Environment Speakout: Taking up
the issues of the World Environment

Day rally: Make the Polluter Pay,
Stop the Nuclear Cycle, No to the
Hindmarsh Island bridge, Defend
and Extend Public Transport
Speakers: Sue Dunn, People for Public
Transport; Kate Mussared, Environmental
Youth Alliance; David Evans, Resistance

Saturday 4th June

World Environment Day Rally: Young
People and Communities Demand
Environmental Justice

organised by Resistance and EYA
Parliament House 12 noon

‘Eco Fair

Festival Centre Amphitheatre

Sunday 5th June

Wednesday st June
Eco Fair

Barr Smith Lawns 11am - 3pm

Band: Wave of Noisea
Barr Smith Lawns 1pm

Family Day
organised by the Department of

Environment and Natural Resources

Belair National Park |

Friday 3rd June

Screening of the film Greenbucks
and public lecture by its director,
Gabrielle Kelly on Ecologically Sus-
tainable Development

Union Cinema lpm

BE ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY BY:

s Taking a five minute shower instead of a cascade

= Only washing your clothes when you've got a full load
v Keeping a scrap paper box

» Writing non-business letters on scrap paper

» Reusing your envelopes and wrapping paper

Using a rag instead of paper towel

* Choosing the product with the least packaging

» Not taking your car whenever possible

Walking, riding or catching a bus

= Car pooling

» Taking your own shopping bags when you shop

= Rejecting unnecessary packaging on fruit and vegetables
= Reducing, reusing, recycling

» Buying bulk foods

» Using a rubbish bin instead of plastic garbage bags

» Photocopying, printing or writing on both sides of the
paper

» Recycling office paper

= Recycling cans and bottles in the red topped bins

» Looking for used items before you purchase new

» Putting a brick in your cistern '

» Thinking of what else you can use it for before you throw
it away |

» Not eating meat every single day

» Not using disposables



For those of you who think that
skateboarding is “kid’s stuff”, hope-
fully this article will serve to enlighten
you. From my look at the skateboard-
ing scene in Adelaide, I discovered
what life is really like on Planet Skate-
board and, believe me, there are “No
Wimps”. Accepting the risk of irrepa-
rable bodily damage isan integral part
of any skateboarder’s ideology. I ob-
served this asIwitnessed such tricks as
“the handrail ”, which involves sliding
down a handrail at the risk of injury to
one’sreproductive organs (if youdon’t
pull it off).

Skateboarding may be a tough sport
but it’s more than just physical activ-
ity. It’s a culture. Skateboarders are
easily recognised world-wide in their
baggy clothes and Airwalks. They
speak a universal language unintelligi-
ble to the everyday person. Adelaide
street-skater “Rudy” sums up skate-
boarding;:

“Skateboarding hasalwayslived on
the edge of public tolerance. Ever
since its emergence as a surf alterna-
tive, the sport has petrified slalomed
pedestrians, aggravated law enforc-
ers and driven many city councils to
extreme reprimands. But why?

Skateboarding is an activity that
many have found to be inspiring,
fulfilling, enjoyable and worthwhile.
There’s a certain feeling associated
with skating that is unequalled any-
where and in any way. And that’s
what makes it so addictive. What
may have been an occasional roll
around the block soon escalated into
a daily quest for a grindable curb or
smooth embankment. The skate-
boarders of Adelaide are all people

who,atone time, enjoyed skateboard-
ing as a hobby, but now live it as a
lifestyle. Unlike a drug, they feel it in
their blood.

Comprehending this indivisible as-
sociation between skateboards and
their ridersisextremely difficult - prob-
ably impossible - for anyone who
doesn’t share the feeling. Therefore
skateboarding is still ‘considered a
fadistic game that hyperactive youths
engage in during their adolescent years.
Most people don’t perceive skate-
boarding as its participants do. But
how could they? They’re not skaters.

So maybe next time you see a gather-
ing of baggy clothed people rolling
around on small planks of wood, you
may be able to appreciate the signifi-
cance of what they are doing. Hey,
you may even catch the feeling and
enjoy it.”

Others, like Matt, chose to sum up
their experiences with shorter, more
somewhat bizarre statements: “Shop
SMART, shop S-Mart”, while Dan
“the Double Flight Man” added
“Skateboarding is here for good. It
will never die”. Could this be the solu-
tion to reducing air pollution?

For lots of reasons, skateboarding is
definitely worth a try. Buttake it from

me (someone who hasn’t yet mastered
the most simple trick, an olly, without
flying over backwards), its a pretty
intense and challenging sport. In fact,
I have to conclude that skateboarding
iseither for the very skilled or for those
who have a very blatant disregard for
excessive bodily pain.

Natasha "The Thrasher" Yacoub




.. . That song just will not stop going ‘round and ‘round
inside my head. I am standing in a cubicle with two “Women’s
Correction Officers,” somewhere inside Northfield Prison.

One of the officers says to me, “I like your haircut. Now take
off all your clothes.” The other officer reaches for a pair of
latex gloves and puts them on, snapping the bands loudly
against her wrists. [ am being strip-searched on admission to
the prison. My crime; an unpaid fine for not wearing a bicycle
helmet whilst riding a bicycle.

I remove my coat, t-shirt and bra, then wait while one of the
officers shakes them out. I feel like cowering in a corner, so 1
stick my thumbs through the belt-keepers on my jeans, pull
back my shoulders and straighten my spine. I grin at the Latex
Sow and say “O-0-Kay hon, you just stand over there, will
you? And put your hands behind your back,” and then |
laugh. She laughs too, and flexes her hands.

I undress and then, acting on instructions from one of the
officers, I squat, cough and tilt my head back. Then I stand up
again, hands on hips, fully conscious of body language. I grin
and ask “how was that, then?”

“Fine,” they say, and leave me to change into my prison
clothes. The Latex Sow removes her gloves, having (thank
fuck) not touched me at all.

It all began the previous evening, when I was approached on
my way home from the pub by two police officers, who asked
me my name. It was about 2am and - whoops - a mental
blank! The only name I could think of was “Thomas Aloysius
Camden the Third, Esquire’, and that just wouldn’t do at all.

So I gave them my real name and address, and before I knew
it, I was under arrest for aforementioned unpaid fine. Mind
you, the last time the cops did a warrant check on me they
laughed and said “Oh, so you didn’t wear a bicycle helmet?
Of all the crimes - forget it, we’ve got better things to do.

Better things to do? This reminds me of a long-ago dingy
encounter ?1 had with the police. I was walking home at about
4:30am when I noticed somebody following me. He ap-
proached me and began threatening me. I walked on until I
came across a group of police officers standing on the side of
the road. I went over to them, explained that I was being
followed, and asked or help. I spoke clearly, but they pre-
tended to be hard of hearing, and when the man walked up
behind me and took my arm, one of the officers said, “I think
you’d better go with your boyfriend.”

I explained that I was being harassed, and that I had never
met the man before, The police just looked in he opposite
direction and ignored me. I later frightened the man away by
myself, by threatening to break both his legs - but it would
have been a lot easier with police assistance!

Ah well, that’s cops for you - never there when you need ‘em,
and always there when you don’t. I suppose I shouldn’t have

- expected help from the police while I was wearing a mohawk
and a short skirt. ‘

Back to the bike helmet debacle. I spent the night in the
watch-house, staring at the ceiling and wondering about all
those ‘suicides’ that were supposed to have occurred in police
custody. There’s nothing to hang yourself from in those cells.

~ Atabout 8am I heard yelling and screaming from the cell
next door. A female voice was shouting “, . . but you can’t just
drag me in here, off the streets - what am I charged with? You
haven’t even arrested me!” This was followed by two other -
voices, swearing energetically (“You wanna bet we can’t? Just

\\E
HAIRCUT. Now
TAKE OFF ALL
YOUR CLOTHES.”

LIKE YOUR

“To NORTHFIELD,
JEEVES . . . AND
DON'T SPARE THE
HORSES."”

- hour I’ll be out, I reckon.”

get in that fucking cell, you fucking bitch. . .” etc.) then sun-
dry bangs and thumps and grunting noises.

Then I was led out of my cell and handcuffed. I flung my
hands out for the cuffs and cried “Tell them [ went grace-
fully! and was led to a van by two rather apologetic (but still
firm) cops.

“To Northfield, Jeeves,” 1 said to the driver, “And don’t
spare the horses.”

It was all a bit of a giggle, really. It was also a lot like a bad
movic. My first view of Northfield Prison was of two sets of
barred gates closing behind men, and lots of razor-wire, visible
from the side window of the police van.

“I deserve it,” I muttered to myself. “I »zust wear a bicycle
helmet, I must, [ must remember, . .”

I wondered at the time, as I'm wondering now, just what the
authorities hope to achieve by putting minor, first-time fine
defaulters into the prison system. From what | can gather
ahout prisons (at least in Australia) you can go into them for a
crime and emerge a better, more skilful crim, having ex-
changed handy hints with the other prisoners. Prison can also

“teach people an immense anger with the police, which may

lead to hostility and defensiveness when that person is ap-
proached by the police in future.

I acknowledge that I came through my little hassle without
any trouble, compared with some of the horror stories I’ve
heard about the police (I wonder what happened to the
woman 1in the next cell, back at the watch-house). At the time
[ was uncomfortably aware of the fact that once behind a cell
door, your fate is rather beyond your control. Pretty much
anything could happen to you, and your word doesn’t always
weigh much next to the word of a cop or a “Correction
Officer”.

They let me out a few hours after I was admitted. One of the
first forms I filled out was an application for community ‘
service, Even as I write this, my appalling debt to society
remains unpaid (ha-haaa!), and [ must do my quota of com-
munity service to set things right. ‘

When I heard the screws coming to let me out I leaned
against the bars on the cell door and began singing the theme
from Prisoner. I was disappointed not to receive a 'tin cup to

ang on the bars with, though. Styrofoam just don’t cut it, I'm
afraid. ; '

Before they released me, the Unit Officer had the stupidity to
call through on the Intercom to ask me if I was still in my cell,
after he’d locked me in there himself, about ten minutes
earlier. : .

“Well, honey-child,” I replied, “since the door’s locked there-
ain’t much place else I.can go, don’t you think? But give me
another half-hour. I’ve just got it sussed, and in another half-

So that’s the story I wanted to tell you. It doesn’t have a
punchline or anything, it’s just an anecdote from a pissed off
student, There is crime everywhere, you know - even your
favourite lecturer could have done time at one stage.

Always remember, gentle reader, sometimes your freedom
and physical safety may depend on the whim of a cop, so it’s

- best not to get aggressive with them when they pick you up.

And always remember to wear your stack-hat when you’re

riding a push-bike (and use a condom when you’re having sex.
+..)and if you're asked - ALWAYS GIVE THEPOLICEA =

FALSE NAME AND ADDRESS! -
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The Germans want them. For some odd
reason Front End Loader are capable of
shifting huge unitsin a country that they’ve
never been to. For some strange reason the
fans go ga-ga for their sort of sound. So the
aural destroyers, No-Means-No sharp-
ened their pencils and asked the group to
take a hike on the beer trail to Bavaria.
The place where the pints are long and the
kids like it loud.

“We had an offer to tour with No-
Means-No,” whom they previously col-
laborated with on a national tour in the
wake of the release of their debut album.
“We got along really well with them.
They’ve got a tour of Europe in September
and they wrote to us earlier this year and
said ‘We’d really like you guys to do it
with us’. We, of course, said, ‘Fuck, that
would be unreal. We have to get there’.”

They seemed to be getting just enough
off each tour to place a deposit on the bus
for the next tour, A renegotiated record
deal with Shagpile Records through Shock
opened the bank account doors. Dreams
started to bear fruit and the likelihood of
the German tour is looking better. “We
wanted to putoutan EPand an album and
goto Europe so we decided that we needed
to start negotiating another deal.” That’s

that comes
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Rohan Thompson talks about shifting huge
units with Sydney band Front End Loader.

often easier said than done. For a strug-
gling band it sounds like it's coming just a
bit too easily. “We recorded an EP. We

paid for it ourselves.” So they’re not bums
then. Autonomy is an important factor.
Self-reliance is never lost and Shagpile
don’t seem to be about to strip them of it.
The comments about other record labels
are not quite so nice. But a trip to Ger-
many is still a trip to Germany.

The band is, nevertheless, miffed over
their apparently favourable reception in
Germany. Other groups such as the Ad-
elaide band, Static, have just snaffled Ger-
man record deals. Recent news indicates
that there exists a cadre of pro-Australian
music maniacs on the continent. “We’ve
sold pretty well close to a thousand CDs
over there and we haven’teven been there.”
Anything slightly loud and at least semi-
industrial gets lapped up by the bucket
load.

There are still objections to the tour. The
record label in Germany that carries No-
Means-No seemed less than keen to go
ahead. A few of the venues have a bitof a
complex when it comes to booking double
bills. “They’d never heard of us. They
thought, we’re going to have to put up our
money and reputation for this band that
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we’ve never heard of.” They also claimed
that Front End Loader have major label
connections. That didn’t wash with the
fiercelyindependent German carrier. “We
had major label connections in Europe
which [ think they somehow figured out
because Survival, who our previous al-
bum came out on is distributed by Play It
Again Sam who probably have some dis-
tribution arrangement with a major or
something. But No-Means-No wrote back
to them saying that we have no direct deal
with a major. Even if we get just a couple
of shows with them in Germany then it
will go down great.”

‘For the time being the group could be

found floating around Australia, swath-
ing a trail of headaches and sore necks and
life-long ear complaints. They showed up
at the Synagogue recently. It was a Friday.
Friday the thirteenth. No-Means-No
weren’t around but You Am I made an
appearance. It was loud. That was to be
expected. They played the way they wanted
to. Even if the future of the big tour in
Europe remains slightly enshrouded in
fog, it’s hard to believe that they’re about
to disappear. There’s still too much deter-
mination and too much youth. The fan
base is burgeoning and there’s still no sign
of exhaustion. Play loud. Drive fast.
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The darlings of the Australian pop scene, The Under-
ground Lovers return to Adelaide next week.
George Safe spoke to Vince Giarrusso, the lead singer.

Melbourne’s Underground Lovers
have been back in Australia for about
eight months now, after completing a
rather largish overseas tour - England,
Scotland and across America. Under-
standable then, that the band have
been lying pretty low, taking the time
to recover from Life On The Road,
and to finish their third album, Dream
It Down.

Vince Giarrusso is on the blower to
chew the fat (oh dear) about Dream It

feely response from English record
companies, which Vince is eager to
play down.

“We had a few people talking to us,
but we came back and knew we had to
finish the album that we started before
we left, so we didn’t really follow up
on it. In the meantime we felt that we
needed to find something that was
more based in Australia, because sign-
ing to something overseasisa bit scary
in a way because you sort of lose that

blind, but dreaming it ¢

Down, wacky tour antics, and shoe
designers.

I'start by asking him about England,
where the group played at 4AD’s pres-
tigious showcase “13 Year Itch” show
in London. A primo slotat what many
consider to be the hippest label’s ex-
travaganza was scored when The
Undies released Leaves Me Blind on
4AD’s baby offshoot label Guernica
last year. For lovers of fine music the
billincluded The Breeders, Lush, Betie
Severt ... the list goes on. So, how was
it Vince? ‘

“Um, it was really good, although a

bit nerve wracking. It’s a big event
over there, and we’d had a big week of
gigs and stuff, But it was fantastic -
really good to be a part of it.”
Combined with rave reviews and in-
terviews in NME and Melody Maker,
the4AD show generated a very touchy-

control. You really need to be over
there all the time.”

Vince is also keen to put the Brit
music papers hype-machine into per-
spective. '

“Their press is the greatest hype ma-..

chinein the world - NME and Melody
Maker, Whether it’s a good thing or a
bad thing, it's totally hyped. And so
what we get from the magazines over
here is a totally distorted picture of
what it’s actually like, and sometimes
what the bands are like. ”

We switch to talking about America,
and radio: :

“America was really good. The radio
was so much better than England.

Australia’s got the best radio in the

world, Ireckon. In England their radio
is just crap - nothing like what we
have, Not like RRR in Melbourne, or
JJ] nationally. But in America they’ve

got college radio, and we found that a
lot of people had heard of us.”

According to Vince, he was inspired
to write the new single Las Vegas after
a heavy night in the USA

“Iwoke up after a huge night on the
town, in a seedy hotel in Reno, next to
what I thought was a girl - Las Vegas
is his story.”

Other crazy touring experiences also
abounded in America, land of the
Krazy Touring Anecdote:

“We nearly
died three times
in America. The
plane we were
ontook off from
Detroit and it
got delayed,
then we were in
the air and
reached a high
altitude, thenall
of a sudden the
plane dropped
10 000 metres.
They turned us
back and we
had an emer-
gency landing.
We had to as-
sume crash po-
sitions and there
were people
praying and
stuff. It was
quite exciting
actually - very
funny, because
all the air host-
esses and stew-
ards really pan-
icked.”

Another scary
moment for the
band occurred
in LA,

“When we got to LA, we had to
spend the night because our plane had
been delayed. We didn’t know what
to do, so someone suggested taking a
bus to down-town LA. We thought
down town LA would be like down-
town Melbourne, you know,.shops
and business centre. But down-town
LA is the heart of the riots. So we
ended up in this full-on riot country -
it was really strange and really tense.
We were the only anglo-saxon people
there. There were addicts and black
people everywhere, and everyone was
givingusall these bad looks. We didn’t
know whether we were going to get
out of there alive actually.”

But they did make it back safe and
sound to put the finishing touches on

" Dream It Down, to be released in mid

June.

“Tt worked out well, because we had
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time to think about what we’d re-
corded, we ditched some songs, re-
wrote others. We just had more time,
which worked to our advantage. It
was sort of frustrating in a way, be-
cause some of the songs had been
going for over two years. I don’t think
we’d do it again like that, but it was
OK.”

Certainly Dream It Down marks a
departure from Leaves Me Blind

“Yeah, it’s a lot more considered, a
lot more introspective, and wiser in a
way than Leaves Me Blind. There’s
sort of an air of franticness to Leaves
Me Blind which we wanted to get
away from. It's more experimental.
We got away from noisy guitars and
replaced that with more acoustic
sounding instruments, but at the same
time the technology we used is sort of
more “out there” as well. We’re sort
of using a lot more samplers and
sequencers. We’re mixing the two radi-
cally different sounds together all the
time.”

Dream It Down featuresanother cru-
cial difference - a new drummer.
Former drummer Richard Andrew left
shortly after the tour to pursue a non-
drumming musical career, and replace-
ment Derek Yuen has worked out a
treat. " ,

“He’s fitted in really well. He’s a
different drummer to Richard - he’s
more jazz-influenced and sort of holds
back more, which is suiting the style of
the songs at the moment. He’s just a
guy we met through auditions, al-
though he’s always been a fan. But
he’s actually studying industrial de-
sign and he’s a shoe designer. He’s
been doing some designs for the band
as well.”

Lastly, T ask whether in spreading
themselves across the Atlantic as they
have certainly done, the Underground
Lovers still identify with being an
“Australian” band?

“It’s sort of weird for us, because
when we got to England we got a
reaction like, 'they’regood, butthey’re
Australian'. In England they’d also
think we were an American band that
sounded English, and then when we
got to America it was that we sounded
like an English band. They never picked
up on the fact that we were Australian
unless it was in a negative context. But
we are an Australian band, born and
bred here,Idon’tknow. I think it's our
outlook, somethingthatyoucan’t pin-
point that makes us an Australian

bar‘ld.“ «“

The Underground Lovers play at Syna-
gogue with The Mandelbrot Set this
Wednesday night.



Maniissa have been through quite a
bit int their time: a name change, line-

- up changes, two hit songs and now a
5-month, 100+ gig tour of the United

States, which is where Sid, the drum-

mer of the band, was when Florian

Minzlaff spoke to him.

My first question was about how the
tour:of the U.S.A. was for Mantissa:
“Really good; we did two tours. One
of them was just clubs on our own,
and then we did a tour with a band
called Blue Murder. Have you heard
of them?”
I had to confess my ignorance: all 1
knew was that Blue Murder’s guitarist
" isex-Whitesnake and Thin Lizzy mem-
ber John Sykes.

They gave Mantissa a chance to play
in some renowned venues during their
U.S. tours, and 1 asked how it felt
playing in, for example, Roxy Music
in New York.

“Pretty exciting; 1 mean, it’s a big
thing. We were aliens to everyone who
was watching us. I mean, we spoke
funny, and really fast, so no-one could
understand what we were saying.”

In fact, Sid found that Americans
generally had very little idea of what
Australia was like: “We got some
strange bloody questions, like whether
there was a drive-through McDonalds
in Australia ... they’re mad over here,
Itell you [laughs], they think it’s [Aus-
tralia] like a Third World country.
Some of the questions are, like ‘Do
you have c1t1es in Australia?’, or ‘Is
there cars?’, They really don’t know,
...some people haven’t even heard of
Australia. It’s America: all it is itself,
that’sit, there’s not much outside. The
only thing [about Australia] 've ever
seen onthe news hereis aboutthe bush
fires in New South Wales earlier this
year, otherwise there’s nothmg, no
world weather or anything.”

-Since the band’s transport usually
consisted of the members sharing the
driving of the band van, stress levels

"bands]’.

The world renowned flamenco guitar
virtuoso, Paco Pena, is back in Australia
again, this time with five dancers, three
singers and four guitarists. Having per-
formed, so far, in Perth, Brisbane, Sydney
and Melbourne, virtually every night, I
asked him how he was coping with the
busy schedule.

Paco: Yes, it is very busy. I suppose it’s
necessary when you come all the way from
Europe that all the time is used as much as
possible, of course we expect that.

On Dit: Do you find it difficult to sustain
such energy every night?

Paco: I don’t have any problem with that,
that’s what I do. You gear yourself psy-
chologically and emotionally to perform.
The moment really comes when you're
there.

OD: Are you still performing with Inti

were higher than usual, but the group
also got the chance to do some 31ght—
seeing. :

“It was stressful, but also fun because
we got to see amazing sights like the
Niagara falls, the Grand Canyon, the
Rocky Mountains as we went through
Colorado, you name it, we saw it.”

T asked how their album Mossy God
was doing. “It’s doing well, both in the
U.S...andin Australia. There’sa single
being released on the 31st of May in
Australia, called "Sanctify". We did
the video [for the single] with the guy
who did the video for Alice In Chains’
"Would?" and Cypress Hill’s "Insane
in the Brain".”

Asked about the effects of the band’s
name change from Killing Time to
Mantissa, Sid stated that the effects
had been positive: “I think it’s been
good because we had a few line-up
changes, like me and the lead guitarist,
and it’s just good to start our stuff
from scratch. At least we haven’t got
two names now, because if we were
called Killing Time, we would have
had to change our name over here,
since there’s already a Killing Time in
New York, a punk band, strangely
enough, [laughs]"

Besides Blue Murder, Mantissa also
supported Mindfunk, one of my fa-

vourite American guitar bands, and I

asked Sid how he felt supporting them,
“It was really cool. We started our
combined tour in Washington D.C.,
and the Mindfunk guys and us were
loading our [respective] equipment.
They saw the names Mantissa and
Australia on our road cases, and they
came over and said ‘Hey, you guys did
a record with Terry Date [legendary
producer for several big-name guitar

with us, and then after that he went
and did Mmdfunk’s straight away, so
Mindfunk knew everything there was

to know about us. We got along like a

house on fire, partly because they al-

Terry Date did our record

Mimani?
Paco: We always do occasionally get to-
gether and do something but we never
plan long term because we have our own
ways to do things, we have our different
groups. We may be going to Chile at the
beginning of next year, which is some-
thing we discussed not long ago.

OD: How do you find it working with
classical guitarist John Williams?

Paco: Why, Ilove John. 1 find it enlighten-
ing and enriching. He’s a great musician
and a great friend of mine, so that is like
beingina family and certainly with a great
master, like him, things are always rich
and new.

OD: What about other flamenco guitar-
ists, stich as Paco De Lucia?

Paco: Well, it’s tremendous the way he
plays and the way he expresses the music.

ready knew something about us.”
Touring, in fact, seems to have the

- potential to become a routine, as I

found out when I asked Sid to describe
a typical day on tour.

“A typical day on tour for us starts in
the morning, which is check-out time,
12 o’ clock. We get our stuff and
ourselves into the car, probably we’re
hungover. Then, for the last three
weeks, we’ve been driving probably
four to six hours to the next city, and
we get there for sound check, set up
our gear. Because we’ve been support-
ing Blue Murder, we get on stage early:
sound checkis ataround eight o’clock,
and we come on stage about nine
thirty, ten. Then pack up our gear, just

Lock up

Again, it’s like a great master, it's always
new and creative, 1 love it.

OD: Could you translate or explain the
term duende?

Paco: Tt is a difficult thing even to talk
about. We never talk about these things. If
youlike whatyouare doing youdoit, ifart
penetrates to you then you interpret that
as you like. Certainly, I try and we all try
to enjoy, we do it and therefore the muses
of art will appear if they do but it’s a bit
pretentious of me to speak about that. It’s
something that if you experience it, great.
It is like putting words where it is feelings
that must be.

Paco Pena and his new Flamenco Dance
Company will be performing on Tuesday,
31st May at the Festival Theatre. Olé!
Dylan Woolcock

hang around for a while and then go
back to the hotel. Then the next morn-
ing, we get up and do it all again.” Sid
disputes that the ‘rock n’ roll lifestyle’
is a glamorous one, but...“It can wear
you out; it’s bad when you’re really
tired and you’re driving, but when
you’re on stage, and you’re playing
and having fun, you just forget about
all that.”

Lastly, I asked Sid for a definition of
the band and especially its sound:
“Well, we got a write-up in San Fran-
cisco that said we were Led Zeppelin
crossed with Jane’s Addiction, oncrys-
tal meth. I thought that was a great
description of what we sound like.”




Dave Graney and The Coral Snakes
have just released the follow up to their
highly successful Night of the Wolver-
ine album, entitled You wanna be there
but you don't wanna travel. Tim Gow
caught up with Dave Graney as he pre-
pared for his forthcoming tour.

OD: Is You wanna be there but you
don't wanna travel much of a departure
from Night of the Wolverine, or are the
two fairly similar?

DG: I think all the elements are pretty
much the same although we knew when
we recorded this that we’d have a bit
more time to spend on rythms and gui-
tar sounds and there’s about two weeks
more production in it, so we thought
we’d have more rockin’ sounds and it's
more around that end of the spectrum
and that sound. I don’t think of it as us
progressing to some degree or leaving
things behind. There’s quite a few sto-
ries and ballad kinds of songs on this
album too.

OD: And do you think there’s more of
a pop influence or is it pretty much the
same in that regard?

DG: I guess we tried to make it a bit
more vibrant with more emphasis on
melodies and choruses and thumpin’
beats than the more lyrical slant to
Night of the Wolverine, yeah. We tried
to get Tony Cohen, the producer, to
make it more dynamic and pop.

OD: What led you to get Tony Cohen

into the studio; what kind of work did .

you admire of his?

DG: Well he did Night of the Wolverine
for us and he’s one of a kind really. I’'ve
known him for a long time and he’s
going through a hot creative period
which happens to producers as well as
performers. There’s nobody compara-
ble to him as someone to have on the
recording, he’s quite a fiery character.
We liked what he did on Night of the
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Wolverine which was -recorded very
quickly and we thought that it would be
good to work with Tony with a little bit
more time.

OD: Do you have any musical influ-
ences or does your music come exclu-
sively from inside you?

DG: Personally, the greatest influence
on me is a singer from New York from
a very long time ago called Alan Vega.
He’s a very flash singer who used to be
in a group called Suicide who were a bit
before their time. He’s a Hispanic look-
ing little guy who’s a beautiful beat-
poet kind of singer. You never got the
impression thathe was the kind of singer
who would labour over lyrics or any-
thing, he just seemed to be totally flash;
a total finger poppin’ flashin’ freak
rocker. He isjust out of this world; Isaw
him play once in Switzerland and he
was just fantastic, he was the sort of
performer who you could see until he
died. As far as the Coral Snakes go, we
don’t have have any kind of personal
mythology that we bring to things that
hang heavy on us because we didn’t
form the group when we were teenagers
in a single place. We all came from very
different directions. Clare Moore and I
came from The Moodists and that Mel-
bourne post-punk scene. Our bass player
Gordie Blair comes from Belfast, Ron
Hayward our guitar player comes from
the Melbourne rock scene but I'd never
met him until he started playing with us
in 1989 and Robin Casinader comes
from another distinct tribe of the Mel-
bourne rock scene; all come from very
directions.

OD: You've described your music as
“Rock ‘n Roll Rock ‘n Roll”. What
does that actually mean?

DG: It means that it's Rock ‘n Roll
that’s fallen off the tree, laid around for
a bit, that’s turned to mush and dried

and then got up and gone for a piss and
a look around.

OD: How much input do the rest of the
Coral Snakes have in the production
and the writing of the songs? Is it very
much your project or more of a group
thing?

DG: It belongs much more to the kinetic
energy of a group of people doing some-
thing. We’ve been playing together for a
long time and this record especially
belongs very much to The Coral Snales
and their empathy for my songs. I write
the songs on the guitar and go through
them and suggest ways that I want it to
attack. There’s a song on it called “The
Word is How” and I said that I wanted
it to be like a dumb boogey; like some-
thing Wizard would do (Wizard were a
70’ glam-rock band). On another song,
“The Stars Baby”,I wrote the guitar riff
and all the little things and just told the
band to play it with a lot of stomp and
rock action and make it really wild, and
I'll see you at the end of it. They play it
with a lot of that kind of devil-may care
attitude; its very much a band kind of
thing.

OD: Is that kind of attitude similar to
The Moodists or is it something differ-
ent?

DG: The Moodists was like, it was long
time ago, [ don’t really remember it, but
more like nobody was there with the
one distinct idea writing the songs. In
The Coral Snakes, I've been setting the
borders up and saying “I want to work
in this kind of area here and this is the
kind of song that Iwant to do” but The
Moodists didn’t have that, it was more
like five people playing asloudly as they
could which as a live act made it very
aggressive.

OD: Is the project you are working on
currently always the most exciting to
you, or do you look back on your other
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work most fondly?

DG: I have the most optimism for this
record than I’ve ever had before and its
the first time we’ve ever had to deal with
expectations of an audience and expec-
tations of record companies, so it seems
like this the first time in my musical
career where we are on some kind of
track and some kind of journey and we

won’t ever be going back. Other times
it's always seemed like a much more
fidentary kind of feeling to a place in the
world of rock music, it was a bit more
out of the way than we are now.

OD: Finally, how important are lyrics
to you? Is rock music a kind of intangi-

ble thing or are the lyrics important to

you as well?

DG: It's good if there’s not too much
emphasis placed on one thing, it’s got to
be a whole kind of thing. Like the group
You Am I look really flash and they
rock and it’s all the fury of it that really
dragsyouin,and later on you’d listen to
the words maybe. Ed Keuper has a real
rhythm and blues kind of easyness to all
of his music, and he doesn’t print lyric
sheets or anything like that, so a lot of
his music acts in that kind of primal
way. The Cruel Sea are like that too,
they have asensuous kind of feel to their
stuff, and the same with Kim Salmon. I
went to see Red Kross play a couple of
months ago and it was in a big hall and
I'd never heard any of their music be-
fore and I couldn’t hear any of the lyrics

at all but it came across as such a .

fantastic rock action show that I was
completely sold and I went and bought
their latest CD as soon as I could, so it’s

generally a whole thing and you get a

feeling of what the words could be and
later on you may think they are impor-
tant, but I like the whole package rather
than just someone thinking they are a
poet or something.

Dave Graney and the Coral
Snakes will be performing
live at the Unibar on June 4.
On Dit has five tickets to

need do is rock up to the
office on Thursday at 1pm.-
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LIVE FROM THE

Musica Del Diablo
Various
Cargo/MDS

This live CD documents the impressive
San Diego alternative scene, featuring
15 local bands recorded at the Casbah,
a club with an audience capacity of 75
but a superb lineup of artists. Five of the
featured bands (Truman’s Water, Mini-
ature, Rust, Inch and Lucy’s Fur Coat)
havesecured major label deals, and most
of the others (including Drip Tank,
Deadbolt, fluf, Uncle Joe’s Big O’ Driver
and Heavy Vegetable) can be found on
Headhunter records. Despite the dispa-
rate sounds, the San Diego scene has
been described as the ‘new Seattle’ due
to the wealth of talent and music indus-
try interest, the irony of which is not lost
on Deadbolt, who introduce their song
with a rather poignant mauling of Pearl
- Jam’s ‘Jeremy’. Whilst there is a com-
mon use of interesting and distorted
guitar, this selection is not homogenous
enough to classify a scene, apart from
showing a wealth of talent that is de-
servedly being explored. The live re-
cording is entirely adequate without
being studio quality, the performances
are generally first rate, and overall this
compilation gives you the chance to
discover and appreciate some new, in-
novative music in a well produced pack-
age. :

Daniel Kearney

Smashed on a Knee
Powder Monkeys
Dog Meat
Melbourne’s Powder Monkeys play
rock’n’rolllike it was meant to be played.
Loud, gritty, passionate and technically
brilliant. John Nolan is one of the few
guitarists who can let fly on a lead break
without boring me shitless, and only
Tim Hemensley could get away with
singing thesesongs. Pain, suffering, drugs
and brawling are the main source of
inspiration for this record, which can
get a little much for those of us who’ve
lead a nice sheltered life, but Tim’s not
pretending or bragging. The music leans
on R’n’B, and features some blues harp,
but I think the best description is
rock’n’roll. Real rock! Have I mentioned
JohnNolan’s guitar work? Have a listen
to ‘Persecution Blues’ - he doesn’t need
to play a lead break to be inspiring. I
“strongly suggest you see this band live,
and get this record {if you think you can
stomach the lyrics).”
B Daniel Kearney

ONDIEe T
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Black Market Flowers
Relativity/Sony

“Grunge” is dead, or so I'm told, and
thus record companies are no longer
labelling their new, guitar-playing bands
the next Nirvana or Pearl Jam. Instead
Sony have undertaken the audacious
step of calling Black Market Flowers
“the Led Zeppelin of the 1990s” (Sony
Soundbytes), at best an unrealistically
heavy burden to place on a new band.

Despite the fact that this comparison is
far from accurate (to these ears at least)
the Black Market Flowers have made
one hell of an album. Slower and more
melodic but by no means less heavy
than, say, Alice In Chains, Bi#zd does not
introduce any incredibly off-centre, origi-
nal ideas to contemporary music, but is
simply a good rock n’ roll album. Some
inconsistent song-writing and an occa-
sional inability to maintain a good
melody line for an entire song hinder
this from being all it could be, but at
their best {for example on the opening
track “Fixin’”), the Black Market Flow-
ers are very good indeed, and certainly
worth giving a good listening to.

Florian Minzlaff

The Venus Trail
The 3Ds
Festival

This album is a pain to have to review
because it is simply too good and I'm
going to feel like an effusive wanker.
Perhaps I’ll let other reviewers give you
the picture. Spin has called them “the
world’s premier noisy pop band,”
Melody Maker has called then “masters
of melody” and Select said of
Helzapoppin, their first album, “in an
ideal world all pop would be as vibrant
and inspirational as this.”

The Venus Trail is consistently better
than Helzapoppin, with more memora-
ble riffs, more churning guitar, more
layers of demented melody. The move-

ment between extremes is astonishing -

from the frenzied and fuzzed “Dr Suess”
to the haunting clarity and beauty of
“Beautiful Things”. There are moments
of slacker lo-fi rambling, and moments
of panoramic timelessness, of sweet, sim-
ple sounds. There is chaos and tune,
noise and melody, paranoia and peace,
beauty and frenzy - all overlayed with a
refreshing sense of fun and laughter.
Highlights for me are “Jane Air”, a
gleeful, weird rush of Sonic Youth style
guitar (without the aloof-cool crap) and
Dave Mitchell screeching over the top in
his manic psycho-nerd vocals, “Love
has come into my heart ... and Iwant it
out.” Then there’s “The Golden Grove”
with Denise’s serene voice floating above
derise background guitar. And “Sum-
mer Stone”, an astonishing, buzzing tune

that sits tight in the memory after one

listen. And “Ice”, and avalanching noise-
fest. Then there’s . . . well, you get the
picture. My advice is listen to it some-
time before you either die or get mar-
ried. '

Andréw Fisher

Blood
The Holy Toledos
Sony

The Holy Toledos are a pretty reason-
able band for a group that virtually
nobody knows. They could be labelled
as a folk influenced pop / rock that also
has an indie guitar pop influence too.

One of the songs, “Love’s Not Fair”,
has Paul Hester (ex-member of one of
New Zealand’s best bands - Crowded
House) playing the drums and percus-
sion. This song sounds remarkably like
Crowded House, even the vocalist
changes his style to sound more like
them.

One of The Holy Toledos’ biggest prob-
lems may be that they aren’t commercial
enough for the commercial market, while
they aren’t really alternative enough for
the alternative market.

Much of the album really isn’t alterna-
tive but the song “Save a Second” kept
me happy by finishing off with a bit of
weird guitarnoise. Other stand-out songs
include “Only For You”, which is mildly
angry; “Blood”, which is slow, beauti-
ful andfolksy,and; “Waking Up” which
is also a graceful slow ballad. The lyrics
ofthealbum are thought-provoking and
deep, covering issues such as alcohol-
ism, the shedding of blood, the selling of
arms and the always popular subject of
... €an you guess ... yes - love.

Overall, a good album but it’s a bit of
a grower so you may want to hire it
before you buy. Do listen out for The
Holy Toledos, they have got potential.

Scott Berry

Sitting Pretty
Warners
Festival Records

The Warners would like to be bad-arse
hard rockers but all they have managed
tobeis badathard rock. They have been
playing in pubs around New Zealand
for the last 10 years but you’d never
guess they had all that experience, but
you do easily notice that here is a band
well and truly stuck in the 80s.

The production is bad, the album is
low in originality and the lyrical content
is severely lacking. Poetry like “I'm sick,
sick, sick as a dog,” repeated several
times for the chorus spews from this
inadequate, attempted hard rock album.

Now to try and think of good points.
The vocal delivery is punchy (but at
times very cliched), the guitar and bass
solos are quite decent. There are lots of
songs on the album (Ithink that’s a good

~ point - either value for money or longer

suffering). Another good point is that
my parents hated it (oh, but so did I,
come to think of it!).

The best songs of a bad bunch include
“Satellite Surfing” and “Peggy Suicide”.
How are these titles for cliched song
names - “Bad- City”, “Dance of the
Dead”, “Baby Baby™and “Dance Dance
Disco”, :

All T can say about this album is ...
Don’t bother! ‘ '

Scott Berry

- Mat effort.

Geronimo
Ry Cooder
Sony Music Australia

Geronimo, produced by Ry Cooder,
is the soundtrack to the movie of the
same name. A diverse and bizarre ar-
ray of styles and instruments comprise
this recording, ranging from the amaz-
ingly low guttural throat singing from
Tuva and nearby regions to a military
brass band.

The masterful guitar work of Ry
Cooder and the flute of R. Carlos
Nakai prove the solid mainstays of
most of the original tracks. A very
powerful rendition of “Wayfaring
Stranger”, with soulful cello on melody
and emotive orchestral swells stands
out, as does, for entirely different rea-
sons, an accordion duet thatis surpris-
ingly tasteful.

Geronimoisvery effective in evoking
a wide range of moods and scenes,
although from a purely listening per-
spective as a CD it is a bit disjointed.

A must for Ry Cooder fans.

Dylan Woolcock

Twentieth Century Fix
The Verys
Red Eye / Polydor

Twentieth Century Fix is the first al-
bum from Australian group The Verys
that I have come into contact with and,
perhaps, it will be the last. An all male
four-piece, The Verys have presented a
13-track LP which has a great cover but
that’s about it.

Inside the slip there are quotes from
some of the songs - “I’ll sit and wait with
my despair slowly sipping my decep-
tion” - but the unfortunate thing is that
it’s practically impossible to hear these
lyrics in the songs. It’s gruff, growly and
vicious music that doesn’t seem to get
anywhere, even though they’re desper-
ately trying to make a point ... whatever
it is.

They have some impressive names be-
hind them, such as recording / produc-
ing whiz, Paul McKercher, but I find
that this album is nothing different to
what’s already been done. However,
their “thank you Verys much” list (ugh!)
is fun reading (including mentions of the
Butthole Surfers, Lush and fried onions)
and knocks the socks off any Welcome

Shelley




In My Time
Charlie Musselwhite
Festival Records

Charlie Musselwhite has been blowing
his harmonica since the 50s, rubbing
shoulders with the gods of blues - Little
Walter, Muddy Water, Howlin® Wolf,
Magic Sam and John Lee Hooker.
Charlie has learnt well from his mentors
and gives back to the blues tradition as
much as it has given to him.

In My Time is an excellent album of
diverse shades of blues. There are 16
tracks on this album, with feels and
grooves ranging from slow pieces with
slide guitar and voice ("Stingaree",
"Brownsville Blues") to full-blown jams
with guitar, bass, drums and piano
("Watson’s Excellent Adventure",
"When it Rains it Pours").

I find Charlie at his most soulful when
he accompanies himself on slide guitar
and sings with the legendary group The
Blind Boys of Alabama. The Blind Boys
appear on two tracks, "Aint it Time"
and "Bedside of a Neighbour". The
minimal arrangements and Charlie’s
gravelly baritone make these tracks as
emotionally powerful as good blues can
be.

Even though there are many moments
of brilliance on In My Time, the album
still contains lots of musical cliches (tra-
ditions?) and that old blues standby -
misogynistic lyrics. A few of the tracks
are of the “low-down-cheatin’ woman-
who-up-and-left-me” type. I know it’s
tradition, but ...? The music makes it
worth the occasional cringe and the
music is what the album is all about.
This is a beautiful cathartic experience,
lump-in-the-throat material. Listen to it
when you “got them blues ...”.

HBC

BLUES ano THERAPY?

COMPETITION

Thanks to Festival Records,
there is an opportunity for all
the blues fans out there to win
some serious blues compila-
tions, including The Great
Bluesmen, Blues At Newport
and Chicago Blues Of The 60s.
If you're interested, come into
the On Dit office on Thursday
the 26th of May between 1:15
and 1:45 p.m., ask for Florian
and name one or more of the
artists you think may be onone
of the compilations to win that
compilation.

Also, courtesy of Polygram
Records, we have a vinyl copy
of Therapy?'s latest album,
Troublegum, to give away to
the first person to come in
during the above time and
name the last Therapy? EP.

Demon Flower
Hunters and Collectors
Mushroom

Few bands are as constantly surpris-
ing and excruciatingly frustrating to
fans as Hunters and Collectors. Their
prayers for commercial success with-
out compromise have not been an-
swered; nor have our prayers for a
repeat of past glories (such as Human
Frailty).

Ghost Nation and Cut were both
good albumsspeckled with great songs,
however, with Demon Flower they
have perfected this current mutation,
making their last two albums look like
practising.

The snappy and laid-back blues rock
of "Easy" sets the tone for the rest of
the album. Other stand-out tracks in-
clude the quieter "Mr Bigmouth" and
"Ladykiller", the sour-grapes " Court-
ship of America" and the head-turn-
ing "Panicin the Shade"” (a real psych-
edelic juggernaut),

It's an enthusiastic album made by
Hunters and Collectors, and I feel for
the first time that they're satisfied with
where they're at. There is barely a hint
of the customary schizo/paranoia, but
it's still very personal and well recom-
mended to all Hunters fans.

Adam MacLeod

The Last Unicorn
Swirl

. Half a Cow / Regular

Labelmates of Godstar and Smudge,
Swirl have created an album of standard
indie pop fodder. This Sydney three-
piece are one of many bands to adopt
this style, but there is not enough origi-
nality to make this album stand out
from the best.

The Last Unicorn begins promisingly
enough with catchy guitar track,
“Strangelands”. However, the remain-
der of side one merges into one long
distortion-riddled, noisy blur. Side two
sees a change as the soft vocals of Nicola
Schultz mingle with careful pop melo-
dies (“Night of the Unicorn”, “The Last
Unicorn”, “Poppel Grave”). There isn’t
one outstanding track with little diver-
sity between songs.

The Last Unicorn is not a bad release
but there are similar albums around at

‘the moment more inspiring than this.

Kerina West

Pop Art Toaster
Pop Art Toaster
Flying Nun Records

I must say [ was rather annoyed, there
were some very good CDs toreview and
I ended up with a five track EP on tape.
However, there was some hope, this was
Martin Phillipps' (lead singer of the now
defunct and much missed New Zea-
lander group ‘The Chills’) new project
and it was on Flying Nun Records. This
is a collection of five cover songs from
various little known groups, all redone
in a distinctive way which is unique to
Pop Art Toaster.

So I whacked it into my walkman and
the sun came out from behind the dark
clouds of melancholy and its gentle rays
warmed my heart. Listening to Pop Art
Toaster is like driving through green
countryside on a fine spring day in a Vee
Dub with flowers painted on the side
and the windows wound down.

With catchy choruses like “everyone is
gonna wonder what happened last night
with the girl delight, oh we looked so
tight” and folksy, mostly acoustic riffs,
one can’t help but want to sing along
and bop around. Other catchy choruses
include, “So I say; go ahead and break
my heart, go ahead and tear it apart”,
this might sound a bit depressing, but is
sung in such a happy voice it must be
tongue-in-cheek.

Toconclude, absolutely brilliant, bring
on the album! Alternatively, if you like
music that “really packs a punch”, this
will annoy the hell out of you.

Just as an afterthought, this is very
good to have around the house on a
Friday morning.

Dominic Stefanson

9 Lives to Wonder
The Legendary Pink Dots
Shock Records

This is one for all you seif-proclaimed
weirdos out there. Apparently, accord-
ing to the accompanying propaganda,

the “holy rapture” will occur shortly

after the release of this strange little
outfit’s fifteenth album. This is the fif-
teenth album. Any time now ...
Perhaps after a good dose of mind-
altering drugs, this recording might work
(and you never know, you might even
get a holy rapture). These guys are try-
ing hard to be a trippy band, but, sadly,

failing. Some tracks, particularly “A

Crack in Melancholy Time”, reminded
me of Pink Floyd in the Wish You Were
Here phase. But that’s about as raptur-
ous as I can get, ’'m afraid.
This album lacks too many things so,
punters, just don’t bother. ‘
Phil Noack

Persuader
Free Moving Curtis
Hippy Knight Records

FMC’s second S-track EPin a short
time carries on where Blind left off.
Persuider, unfortunately, lacks FMC
life punch but replaces it with more
melody and attention to Steve
Collinson’s gravelly vocals and the con-
siderable tempo changes and talent
within the band.

Persuader is a very consistent EP with
the immediate stand-out tracks being
“Freelance” and “Fall”. “Dark Inside”,
“Machinehouse” and “Persuader” are
definite growers.

On the negative side, Persuader sounds
a little underproduced but shows that
the songs can stand by themselves as
well as the continued development of
FMC as a whole

Look forward to other releases as bet-
ter production will lead to gems of re- .
leases.

Swamp Opbhelia
Indigo Girls
Sony

From the first twang of an acoustic gui-
tar, it’s clear that the Indigo Girls are back
with their special blend of folk/rock.
Swamp Opbelia highlights the strong,
mature “Don’t give me any shit!” voices
of American duo, Emily Saliers and Amy
Ray as indeed does its predecessors. This
isthe ‘Girls’ sixth LP and is a good follow-
up to the acclaimed Rites of Passage. It
demonstrates just how well these women
combine their vocals with an assortment
of, on average, about seven other instru-
ments including accordion, mandolin,
flugel horn and strings, as well as the
compulsory acoustic guitars.

Swamp Ophelia was produced by Peter
Collins and recorded at Woodland Sound
Studio in Nashville. It features old-timers
like Sara Lee on bass and also Jane Sibery
on backing vocals with her distinctive
style.

~ Saliers and Ray are both accomplished

writers with recurrent themes being the
joy/anguish/pain/mystery of love affairs
and self-discovery. If you're in the throes
of a tragic love affair I recommend the
poignant “Fare thee well” which is per-
formed solo by Saliers with acoustic guitar
and voice, or “Mystery.” (Asa rule, there’s
always a few make-up/break-up songs on
every Indigo Girls album.) The ‘Girls also
doatwisted version of “This Train” start-
ing: It’s a fish white belly lump in ‘the
throat/ razor on the wire skin and bone /
piss and blood on a railroad car” - You
never rode such a bizarre train!- '

While some of ‘the songs do sound re-
markably similar to their older stuff, dif-
ferent lyrics and sentiments give new life
to trusted chords. So if you like melodic,
acoustic, folk-based rock full of stirring

‘harmonies and strong women with atti-

tude, look no further, There have béen
murmurs of a tour later this year but for
now you can buy this album to experience
these “bright stars.”

Christina Soong




)

South Australia was one of the first
places in the world to give women the
vote (on December 18 1894). Thismonu-
mental achievement of common sense is
being celebrated in Galleries 6 and 7 of
the Art Gallery of South Australia, as
part of the crazy antics of the Centenary
of Women’s Suffrage. In South Austral-
ian Women Artist’s Painting from the
1890s to the 1940s exhibition we see a
period in which many women were pro-
ducing work far superior to their much
lauded male contemporaries. If not as
original, their styles were as diverse and
idiosyncratic as the European male,
masters that we revere. But because of
nasty old misogny rearing its ugly head
they received little acclaim. This exhibi-

tion redresses the imbalance by exhibit-
ing the works of very accomplished, but
unknown, artists, However there are
exceptions to this rule,such as Margaret
Preston, Dorrit Black and Nora Heysen,
whose works were well received in their
era, as well as being recognisable to
most people today.

The exhibition ranges from very strong
self portraits to the inevitable bowls of
fruit. The most notable works include
Buxton’s watercolour The Chinese
Dragon (c. 1930) with its crisp warm
colours pouncing out at the viewer, con-
trasting the cool colours that recede into
the paper. Tuck’s oil Fete Dieu (c. 1904-
1910) beautifully shows a frozen mo-
ment in the life of a small town in
Brittany. It displays her early concern
with modern, geometric design rather
than figuration; way ahead of most con-
temporary male artists. Also shown is
her Toillette de la Mariee (1911); which
was displayed at the Paris Salon in 1911.
The darker colours of these works are

dramatically contrasted to the bright
South Australian light that glows in
Davidson’s impressionistic work Mother
and Child (1914).

In Gallery 7 we see work from the late
1920s to the ‘40s. Indication of women
artists’ growing confidence is seen in
Heysen’s Self Portrait (1932) which
shows Nora Heysen staring out, with
her stern blue eyes, daring any misogy-
nist viewer to criticise her work. Tuck’s
confidence is shown in Mannum Mill
(1941), which is a Cezanne influenced
post-Impressionist, for the want of a
better term, work that shows a modern,
sculpted painting with crisp, bold lines
separating blocks of colour which are
effectively juxtaposed to each other.

The exhibition includes one of my fa-
vourite State Gallery-owned paintings:
Black’s The double basses (c. 1950).
This is one of the finest examples of
early Australian modernist painting. She
was obviously influenced by the time
she spent in France studying Cubism,

These Girls are toxic

Toxic Girls
Unley Youth Theatre

Season Closed

Toxic Girls is youth theatre at its best.
It is powerful, confronting and enter-
taining, but above all it airs issues and
concerns about things that the kids
wanna say. More specifically, it’s about
whatthegirls wanna say, and they want
to say that sexuality is a fucking big
issue for young wimmin. Toxic Girls is
the latest offering of playwright Mardi
McConnochie and explores issues of
sexuality and individuality in the con-.
text of a strict private girls school. The
play centres around a world of friend-
ships, rivalries and all that other school
stuff (that we can all remember only too
well), and from the stiffling conformity
that the school tries to impose upon
these young wimmin, their individual
personalities and sexualities begin to

- shine through.

The head prefect,
Camilleri), is a strong and mature char-

acter who makes the brave decision to-

introduce her female lover Madeline
(Taruna McLean) to her school peers -
at the senior girls picnic! Needless to
say, this act (and their open snoggmg)
as well as a tragic twist to the picnic
debacle, when Madeline dies of an
asthma attack after being taunted by

other students, sparks discussion and - §

scandal throughout the school, reveal-
ing the other students' pre)udlces, sym-
pathies and their own emerging sexual
identies. Juliet is forced to leave the
school in disgrace and the pain and
trauma that she experiences drives
home the only too real lesbophobia and

Juliet (Shar

prejudices that still exist amongst stu-
dents, the school system and wider soci-
ety. .

Jess,and her close knit group of friends
actouta film that Jess has written about
toxic mutant spiders who take over the
school due to a students science project
gone wrong. Scenes from the film are
acted out, providing a refreshing, crea-
tive and funny contrast to the more
serious plot. Ultimately though, the sub
plot is about venomous spiders as a
metaphor for the passion of young
wimmin’s sexuality that lurks within
like a powerful toxin. Jess (Claire

Alex Whittham

Charenton), is a likeable character who
is battling w1th her own sexuality, and
love for her best friend Emma. The
pain, denial and confusion of her char-
acter is superbly represented.

Emma (Alex Whitham) is a friendly,
confident member of Jess’s group of
friends, as well as playing the ‘lead’ role
in the film as the heroic hockey captain
who fights off the spiders. Indeed it is
this role that forces her to be true to her
self and to face up to her crush on Jess.
Although this lust comes as a surprise, it
shows how she had become an expertat
‘playing the game’ and giving away very
little about her true feelings, even to her
closest friends. Emma, acts on her feel-
ings in an exciting and awkward scene,
where both wimmin act nervous and
hesitant. Itis a beautiful moment, when
at the school formal, they finally get
together in a totally in-your-face rejec-
tion of the traditional, unchallenged
boy-girl formal thing.

However, the play is not a total dyke-

- fest with most of the other characters

expressing their own unique sexualities.

Kristy, (Krissy McLeod) a very cool and:

likeable prefect, who appears squeaky
clean, but is ‘practising’ ‘the art of
bonking, and refuses to let values of
morality and niceties stand in her way.
Liss (Sophie Hyde), is also happily

bonking with boyfriend Dan, but de-

cides to put it on ice temporarily until
she is above the age of .consent. Sam
(Kate Box) is the dorky friend who has

- acrush on her best friend’s older uni-
. student brother, Nick, and will do any-

thing to get his attention.  There’s also

- the character that is happily celibate,

seeing that the hassles of boys and
bonking are things that she can do with-
out - for now.

which is particularly seen in her Braque-
ish Still Life (c. 1928), but shows an
idiosyncratically Australian style with
its warm and ochre colours coupled
with a sense of joyful lethargy. As does
Bowen’s Provencal conversations {(c.
1939), which is a bright, but strangely
calming painting, that evokes all those
booze-sodden, bull-shooting, summer
days spent with good friends.

By modern standards there is nothing
challenging and startling new here, after
all, by its own definition, thisis a histori-
cal, academic look into art by South
Australian women. Taken from its his-
torical context some of these works can
be relegated to mere decoration, such as
Preston’s numerous renderings of fruit
and flowers. However, it is an impor-
tant inclusion to an important event.
The exhibition shows women express-
ing, through their art, a new confidence
and proves that talent does not discrimi-
nate.

Mike Hepburn.

The wheel comes full circle in the
closing scene of the play, that blends the
plot with the toxic spider motif.
Madeleine, the girlfriend that had died
at the picnic reappears as the toxic
spider queen, from the burning ashes of
the school hall, to deliver a bizarre
monologue about all endings creating
new beginnings and possibilities. It was
a drawn out and cliched ending, but it
made its point, contextualising her ear-
lier death and tying up what had been
an entertaining subplot. Despite this,
there is a feeling that her earlier death
was unresolved and needless. It added
little to the plot and the development of
issues could still have happened with-
out it.

It must be said that the performance of
the male characters was mediocre, but
other entertaining performances were
by Melissa Gowling and Kate Smith,

-who is haunting as Polly the school

bitch who is competitive, judgemental
and lesbophobic. The direction, by Kim
Hanna, is lively and makes the play run
with smooth efficiency, while the use of
space and interaction of characters was
spot on, giving the production a very
professional feel.

This youth theatre would strike a
chord with any adult audience, but prob--

- ably the most challenging part of the

production would have been the mati-
nee performances for other school stu-
dents. It would havedirectly confronted
prejudices and values of many, and pre-
sented real affirmation and choice of
sexuality to others. Ultimately, that
Mardie McConnochie and Unley Youth -
Theatre have explored such unchartered -
territory was refreshing and fantastl-
cally entertaining.

Amy Barrett




Green thi

This thoughtful and very interesting
book can be recommended as the best
introduction to green political thinking
that I’'m aware of. Author Andrew
Dobson seeks to raise consciousness so
that Green politics is not swallowed up
and absorbed by that society which it
opposes. While this is definitely a “Brit-
ish” book, Australian “greens” or “en-
vironmentalists”
who wish to
deepen their un-
derstanding of the
theoretical foun-
dations of Green
thinking, should
take a look at
Green Political
Thought ....

Dobson is a Brit-
ishacademicatthe
University  of
Keele. He is also
the Reviews Edi-
tors of the journal
“Environmental
Politics™ (first ap-
peared in 1992).
The analysis he
presents is based
on his understand-
ing of the experi-
ence of the British Green Party and
green and environmental politics in
England. Dobson has a critical perspec-
tive, is grounded in a left tradition and
Is a supporter of deep ecology.

The basic subject matter of this book is
what Dobson calls “ecologism”
Ecologism accepts and propagates: lim-
its to economic and population growth;
limits to consumption; taking the natu-
ral world as a model for the social world
with its equality and interdependence
of all species - and the humility that this

implies; limits of society and the planet
itself to absorb pollution; and the neces-
sity that any society be sustainable.

Dobson contrasts ecologism to envi-
ronmentalism, dark-Green to light-
green, political ecologists to environ-
mentalists. He also brings out what he
calls the “tension” or discrepancy be-
tween the goals of the dark-Greens and
their reliance on traditional “liberal
democratic means” to bring about such
goals. Greens seem to have felt that the’
“message” only had to be given and it
would be acted upon.

On the other hand, while many envi-
ronmentalists may work mentally within
the system, they are usually involved on
the front lines, in
struggling around
concrete environ-
mental issues. It’s
often the absence
of such involve-
ment that causes
many committed
environmental ac-
tivists around the
world to reject
green parties.

However, 1 be-
lieve in addition to
the above any
green party which
is going to move
forward and not
remain a paper or-
ganisation has to:-

o lead theoreti-
cally, which means
party members
sharing, understanding and expressing
in their work a common deep Green
philosophy. Party greens need to read
Dobson’s book and examine critically
their understanding of what a Green
world view is about.

e be practically involved in issues and
swn up this experience in policies /
programs, around which the public can
be rallied.

e Develop new structures, independ-
ent of the market and the state and of
the parliamentary road, which are radi-

kers

cally democratic, give a sense of the
embryo of a Green society and which
areaccountable to the alternative move-
ments.

Dobson’s discussion of philosophy in
Green Political Thought and of the red-
green or green-red interface, is illumi-
nating and provocative. The philosophi-
cal focus is deep ecology and its contra-
dictions. The author sees a “failure” of
deep ecology to make itself practical.

The evocative slogan for revolution-
ary socialists, “workers of the world
unite, you have nothing to lose but your
chains and a world to win”, is anthro-
pocentric, that is human (and class)
centred. For deep ecology, the world
view is non anthropocentric. Fluman
interests are not necessarily dominant.
Ethical boundaries encompass all of the
natural world, not just human society.
Soold growth rainforest ecosystems are
not subordinate to keeping workers em-
ployed. The natural world has intrinsic
value, independent of its usefulness to
human beings. A basic red/green fusion
problem becomes immediately appar-
ent, in this clash of contrasting ethics
between socialist and deep Green posi-
tions.

The relationship of Green thinking to
socialism / communism is a matter of
hot and ongoing debates. The tradi-
tional Left for Dobson does not like the
Green belief that “the similarities be-
tween communism and capitalism are
greater than their differences”.

It is growth which is the problem;
undermining our planetary life support
systems and disregarding the environ-
ment and its ecological constraints, as
the foundation of human society.

If growth and increasing consumerisim
are embraced by capitalists and social-
ists, is ownership of the means of pro-
duction so crucial? Because of its ori-
gins in the industrial revolution, does
the working class, as a class, have a
commitment to the continuation of in-
dustrial society and the consumer life?
Isitthen part of the ecological problem?

The ecofeminism discussion by Dobson
is helpful. Even defining the dimensions

of the debate in Green / green circles,
can be extremely contentious. Some
feminists oppose ecofeminism. This op-
position is from the perspective that
“nature” as a concept has historically
been associated with conservative think-
ing, intent on keeping women in posi-
tions of inferiority.

Dobson argues that there are three
interwoven strands to ecofeminist think-
ing. One strand sees some values and
behaviours as primarily female, either
socially or biologically determined.
These female values are undermined by
patriarchy. The second sees the domi-
nation of nature related to the domina-
tiont of women and the structures and
reasons for this being similar. The third
sees women being closer to nature than
men and therefore in some kind of van-
guard position.

This is a thinking book which can
generate a fundamental questioning of
beliefs. The dualisms that permeate the
book seem overstated and rooted in the
shallow / deep distinction, first made by
Arne Naess, the Norwegian founder of
deep ecology philosophy. Yet, these
dualisms, e.g. ecologism and environ-
mentalism, are illuminating and help
explain the derailing of the green politi-
cal agenda which has occurred in Eng-
land and elsewhere. However, I do be-
lieve that Dobson is wrong in his essen-
tially negative evaluation of environ-
mentalism and the denigrating contrast
with ecologism. This negativity can be
found also in the social ecology writings
of Murray Bookchin.

Dobson shows that pale green think-
ing or environmentalism can be ab-
sorbed by socialist, liberal or conserva-
tive political ideologies. This is not the
case for the radical vision of deep-Green
thinking. This book forces usto face the
basic question of whether light-green
and dark-Green thinking are comple-
mentary to each other or in conflict. My
sentiment goes to the conflict position,

since light-green thinking has become a

shoring-up of the existing ecologically
destructive industrial system, not a step

forward towards s'omething different.

This book is smallecstasy

Small Ecstasies
Moya C ostello

University ()t Quecnsland
luss

SOme books are very, very difficult to
get interested in and Small Ecstasies is
one of them. It is a fragmentary collec-

tion of what seems to be little more than :

twenty-two short and uninspiring ex-
tracts from Costello’s private memoirs.
It has little to do with its classification
on the back cover as fiction.

The very short opening piece is repre-

sentative of the sryle employed through

. the rest of the book. There is a sub]ect

taken from ordinary life, in this in-

stance, bathing. There is a brief narra-
tive, often vividly descriptive, but rarely
original or enlightening. Then to finish,

a last sentence or two which attempts a
leap into philosophy or surrealism. And
so Costello leads us through her experi-

ences. an_dtheor-res on-cardigans, buses, or
moving from Sydney to Adelaide, wash-

ing clothes, choosing the title for this
book, her teaching problems, her fa-
ther’s childhood and plckmg mush-
rooms.

The danger for a wrlter thh tackhng
banal subjectsis that;yqu haveto bevery
good. You need to have the ability and

pit-bull tenacity of a Joyce or a Thomas
‘or-a Pinter. The danger with writing

very short prose pieces is the same and,

apart from the French poet Baudelarre ’

few writers have succeeded at it;

Costello fails to add anythmg orrginal :

spectives on modern hfe “Yet a few

~fragmentary passages within the frag-

ments show glimmers of unmined liter-
ary potential.

In “Language as a Vrrus is an out-
standing paragraph; -

“The language was an animal ahve A

wrestling match that made your brain -

seize up - so full, it might burst; so weary.

from the struggle, it hurt. The language
‘was a creature from outer space. You
~couldn’t angle it like a fish with bait you

knew suited. You couldn’t sneak up

‘behind; you couldn’t snare. The lan-
‘guage was a vortex, a black hole, where

you spun out of control.”
~T-wish she had put as much effort into
the rest of the book. ‘

John Emerson
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~ FILM

After the abundance of subtle wit and

ironic nuance that was Major League,
the sequel was something of a disap-
pointment. The sequel was not unex-
pected; the fact that the Cleveland Indi-
ans only managed to win the American
League East title (as opposed to the
World Series) left the door open for
“The Tribe” to come back and have a
crack at the big one.

Major League II opens at the begin-
ning of the next season, and things are
not what they used to be at Cleveland
Stadium. Catcher Jake Taylor’s (Tom
Berenger) knees are in a state of perma-
nent decline, the retired Roger Dorn
(Corbin Bernsen) turns out to be a major
dud as the new team owner, whilst
former wild man pitcher Rick Vaughn
returns as a corporate mobile phone
type having lost the fire of old. Perhaps
most amusingly, designated hitter Pedro
Cerrano (Dennis Haysbert), who made

his name as a voodoo worshipper who
sacrificed live chickens in his locker in

the first film, gets transformed into a
peace loving Buddhist, much to the
team’s detriment. All these problems
drive commentator Harry Doyle to drink
before mid-season. The team’s compla-
cency is best summed up by former base

et d

stealing whizz Willie Mays Hayes (Omar
Epps), who is more concerned with try-
ing to hit home runs than doing his duty
for the team. The casting of Epps as
Mays Hayes does provide some point of
interest for connoisseurs of films of this
genre (the part was originally played by
Wesley Snipes). Mays Hayes’ perform-
ance in a B-grade action film during the
off-season draws parallels with Snipes’
recent roles in such classics as Demoli-
tion Man and Passenger 57. Could it be
that producer/director David Ward is
bitter at being unable to lure Snipes back
for the sequel? Or is he just engaging in
a bit of harmless inter-textual parody?
Who knows.

For the most part, the humour in Ma-
jor League II is disappointing, espe-
cially when compared with the original.
The whole complacency slant seems too
obvious, and the gags revolving around
this theme are kind of predictable. It
also lapses back into the same plot mid-
way through when the evil former team
owner Rachel Phelps (Margaret
Whitton) regains control of the team
and resumes her sinister plan of making
the team lose so she can re-locate them
in Miami. The romance side of things
also bears an uncomfortably close rela-
tion to that of the first film, even to the
extent of including the climactic grand-
stand snog at the end, although this time
it involves Rick Vaughn instead of Jake
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Taylor.

One thing that Major League II does
do successfully is adopt the tried and
tested sports flick formula of giving the
audience someone to hate. In this case
that person is Jack Parkman (David
Keith), who after leaving the Indians in
a flurry of controversy, signs with the
arch-rival Chicago Whitesox who swept
“the Tribe” out of last year’s play-offs.
Keith adapts to his role with aplomb,
even if his sledging of opposing players
was a little mild for my taste.

The movie also tries to spice itself up
with a few race jokes by way of Japanese
recruit Tanaka. The part is played with
panache by TakaakilIshibashi. Although
a comparative unknown in the West,
Ishibashi is a multi-media icon in Japan,
having shot to fame by taking home the
bickies in the grand final of Nippon
TV’s Comedy Star Search, hosting the
popular evening radio talk show, All
Night Nippon and recording the single
“Gara Gara Hebi”, which has sold al-
most 2,000,000 copies. Tanakais a very
endearing character, and if you’re like
me and enjoy jokes revolving around
people running into fences and the like,
then you’ll at least be able to appreciate
his part in the movie.

For the most part, the only real comic

iccadilly Cinema

Considering its title and R-rating, The
Lover will probably be promoted as an-
other flesh flick and pitched at voyeurs
(look out for promo lines like ‘steamier
than 91/2 Weeks’ or ‘LOVE, LUST, forget
the art and religion’). Pity, because this is
actually a fine little film. Produced by
Claude Berri (Jean de Florette, Manon des
Sources) and directed by Jean-Jacques
Annaud (The Name of the Rose), The
Lover is a screen adaption of Marguerite
Duras’ novel of the same name (subtitle-
phobes, you can relax; the film is in Eng-
lish). =

The film tells the story of the affaira 15
year-old Marguerite Duras had with a
Chinese man during her childhood in
Indochina, and also gives great insight
into her family and their relationships
with each other. Now, Marguerite (played
by miniscule Jane March) is no ordinary
schoolgirl - she saunters around in an old
silk dress, gold lamé high-heels, a man’s
fedora and red lipstick (nice look). No
wonder she catches the eye of the nameless
rich young Chinese man (Tony Leung) as
they cross the Mekong River on a ferry.
He offers to drive her to Saigon in his
limousine (get in my car, baby, we can go

“places); obviously Mummy never told her

not to ride in cars with strangers, so thus

 begins their “friendship’ (that’s what she

tells her mother and brothers, but really,

“who is she kidding?!) .

Their relationship is purely physical -

possibilities for Major League II would
seem to lie in seeing it stoned. However,
an acquaintance of mine who did so
resolutely declared that another classic
alongthelines of Jurassic Park or Alladin
this film ain’t. SoI guess there isn’t much
left to save this film from dud status,
which is a pity considering the brilliance
of the original.

Tim Gow

_ Berenger,

ndochina

they hardly talk, and when they do, it is
usually on a shallow level. Communica-
tion problems abound, not only between
Marguerite and her lover, but also within
her family. They are not exactly your
typical celluloid happy, close-knit family.
Mum loves the older son to almost un-
natural extremes, the evil (but incredibly
sexy) older son is an absolute bastard to
everyone, and the younger son seems per-
manently shitscared, while Marguerite is
justtrying to figure outif she loves them or
hates them. Fun times.

The film remains very faithful to Duras’
novel, with only a few extra scenes in-
cluded to create additional interest., Thisis
the first time a film adaptation has actu-
ally enhanced my appreciation of a book.
The Lover is a well-crafted film, and, like
Duras’ novel, it is quite tastefully done.
OK, so it is quite explicit at times, but its
object is not to get as much tit’n’butt on
screen as possible. It deals with all aspects
of the novel, and by no means ignores the
importance of Duras’ family. Particular
attention is paid to minor details described
by Duras in her novel, and these details
add a final gloss to the film. Jeanne
Moreau’s narration creates a nice flow
and continuity, and her voice is perfect -
faultless English with a gentle hint of a
French accent.

Allin all, The Lover is a worthwhile and
enjoyable film. But, be warned: this is a
French production, so no happy ending is
guaranteed and there is not necessarily a
point to the whole thing. Just appreciate it
for what it is.

Li Fung




The Paper is the story of The Sun, a
small New York Tabloid. The Paper
follows Henry Hackett (Michael
Keaton), the City Editor, for twenty-
four hours, based on an innocuous scrap
of home-spun wisdom that one day can
completely change a life. On this day
Hackett’s life certainly does change. He
gets a new job, and loses it. He gets a
great story, loses it, and gets it again, He
loses his old job, and gets it back. And in
the pursuit of a good story, he com-
pletely pisses off his bosses, his potential
bosses, his staff, his friends, the police, a
waiter, his wife and his family.

The movie starts: two youths have been
accused of murder and Hackett knows
they didn’tdo it, but doesn’t have enough
proof to write an article. The Managing
Editor, Alicia Clark (Glenn Close) wants
to run a ‘Gotcha’ article but Hackett
thinks that running a story knowing it’s
alie is naughty. The Sun, he says,doesn't
know the meaning of integrity. It prob-
ably once ran a story about it, “INTEG-
RITY!!! SHOCK PIX!!” And so he
pursues the true story in a race to get it
in for the morning edition.

Oh, and there are sub-plots too.
Hackett's wife (Marisa Tomei) is preg-
nant and Hackett is a Very Busy Man. So
busy that he sleeps in his clothes and has
no time to spend with her. We can as-
sume that he found at least a few minutes
tospend with her eightand a half months
ago. She’s given up her career, she’s all
alone, and she’s getting snotty about it.
Eventually we are assured that her fears
were entirely hormone driven. Sure.

Sub-plot number two: Editor-in-Chief,

Greenaway gets mellow

;Tbe Baby of Macon

Mercury Cinema

Maybe I'm just not as young and
impressionable as I used to be but
Peter Greenaway’s latest film, The
Baby of Macon, lacks the edgy black-
ness characteristic of other Greenaway
films such as The Draughtman’s Con-
tract, and The Cook, the Thief, his
Wife and ber Lover. Perhaps greed,
sex and death, while novel concepts in
adolescerice, lose their appeal once
you realise that these are the insoluble
problems of life. Certainly, Peter
Greenaway seems to have realised this.
The Baby of Macon does not explore
any themes new to Greenaway films,
but it appears quite content not to do
$0,

"The film unfolds as a three-act play
performed within a cathedral before
an unruly and at times raucous audi-
ence. When the play commences, au-

Bernie White (Robert Duvall) has (and I
quote) a prostrate the size of a bagel. Ah
yes, Bernie, but does it come with cream-
cheese?

Sub-plot number three: Alicia Clark is
an over-sexed, ambitious bitch. Which
brings me onto a gripe. In one scene we
see her perched on the edge of a much
rumpled bed in a hotel room rebuttoning
the top button of her blouse, There is a
Man in the background, also redressing.
There’s been some serious lunch-hour
scruffing going on, AND IDIDN’T GET
TO SEE IT. I can live without a sexual
element in a movie, but if there’s going to
be fornication in the plot I want it on
screen inall it’s moaning, sweating, sheet-
flying glory. Top button, indeed. The
nerve.

This is ‘Examine the profession™enter-
tainment. Editorial meetings, elbowing
through crowds for a good photo, schem-
ing to get a quote from the authorities,
stealing leads from other papers, racing
for deadlines, snotting the Managing
Editor. All in‘'a day’s work. And the sub-
plots? Ah - they’re part of the delicate
interplay which exposes the chaos be-
hind the order. Or rather, the chaos
behind the other chaos.

Thems the facts, and they ain’t bril-
liant, but they ain’t so dusty either. You
would think, wouldn’t you, that with
the combined talents of Glenn Close,
Michael Keaton, Marisa Tomei, Robert
Duvall and Randy Quaid this would be
a pretty slick production. It’s sufficient,
certainly, but its not as good as it could
have been. Take a look at that list of
players again, count the Oscar winners.
Damn, we’re talking significant line up
here. Somehow Ron Howard (am I the
only one whostill thinks of him as Richie
Cunningham?) has managed to take a

dience members, including the aristo-
cratic, pious, 17 year old Cosimo (a
character fashioned after the religiously
fanatical Cosimo di Medici) partici-
pate, and in some instances, even di-
rect the drama. The action is set in a
French town hungry for martyrs, Di-
vinely punished for allowing its cathe-
dral to decay, the women are over-
whelmingly barren.

When a beautiful boy is born to a
monstrously pregnant middle-aged
woman, he is venerated as a child
saint. The baby’s opportunistic sister
isthe first to cash in, passing herself off
as the virgin mother of her infant
brother, and charging spectators to

view an elaborate tableau of mother

and child.

There are clear references to the ex-
ploitation of children and the reac-
tionary nature of the Catholic Church.
Artistically, there is often a deliberate
blurring of the distinction. between
fiction and reality; actors are shown

pretty good story and lots of talent and
(no doubt) a hell of a lot of money, and
turned it into a mediocre production.
Too many sub-plots maybe, or it could
be the stereotyped characters. For exam-
ple the sex crazed bitch, the sweet but
crazy wife, the gruff editor and the am-
bitious reporter (with Integrity). Noth-
ing original there.

vying for parts backstage and things
which happen to the characters in the
play “really” happen to the actors.
However, The Baby of Macon is not
nearly as confrontationally nasty and
vicious as other greenaway films, most
notably, The Cook, the Thief, his Wife
and her Lover. Knowing the plot in
advance probably helped. There’s
nothing like goring, infanticide, and
208 rapes followed by a bit of ritualis-
tic dismemberment {not to mention
graphic childbirth) to turn the stom-

ach, but once you know these things

are going to happen, it is then simply
a matter of ticking them off a checklist
once they occur.

The Baby of Macon is immediately
recognisable as a Peter Greenaway
film. But while it follows in the opu-
lent, heavily costumed mannerist tra-
dition of The Draughtman’s Contract

and Prospero’s Books, it lacks the-

tense claustrophobia of the former
and the transporting lyricism of the

Wry and witty it’s not, but The Paper
has plenty of amusing moments, and the
scene where Michael Keaton slugs Glenn
Close is well worth seeing. Let’s face it,
in these days of complete Hollwood
drivel, if the worst criticism that can be
made of The Paper is that it’s not abso-
lutely Fab-O, it’s doing Okay.

Kim Evans

latter. There is a curious deadness (no
pun intended) about the film which
fails to engage the audience.

It is, however, visually stunning, and
the performances from the largely un-
known cast very nearly superb. Julia
Ormond is wonderfully grasping and
feral as the daughter. Ralph Fiennes as
the Bishop’s sceptical son, reluctantly
but lustfully drawn to the Daughter, is
coolly elegant and controlled. He is
also extremely beautiful, and ’'mtold,
a lot thinner than in Schindler’s List.
The highlight of the film for me was a
scene between the two actors which
involved a long banqueting table, hay,
and some serious sexual tension. The
Baby of Macon is challenging and
thought-provoking, sometimes star-
tling and often brutal. I doubt that it
will be remembered as one of Peter
Greenaway’s best films but you could
do a lot worse than see it.

Wai-Quen Chan
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After making their way through the throng of traffic down Military Road, Bryan Scruby and Matt
Rawes managed to wedge the Sigma between a fire hydrant and a driveway. With ears pricked up
for even the slightest xenophobic comment or uncouth gesture from a Crow’s cap to a Hawthornscarf,
Matt and Bryan headed for the concrete monstrosity that is Football Park. Too cheap to buy tickets,
they attempted to understand the Crowmania phenomenon by accosting the stragglers not quick
enough to go to their seats. Specifically, they wanted to be told what the Crows had done for South
Australia, if every Crows supporter wanted to brain a Victorian, if they wanted a second South

Australian team and who it should be . .

Steve, Matt and Brett
On the Crows and South Australia
“They’re bringing everyone together,
like in the carpark we didn’t have any
bread for our BBQ and everyone rallied
around us and got us a slice.

What if you were decked out in Haw-
thorn garb?

“Well, I reckon we would’ve still got
some. It’s a bit more of a family atmos-
phere out here in the carpark.”

“It’s good to have a bit of friendly
rivalry but if it does spill over into
violence it’s just ridiculous.”

“We’re not out here to scream abuse at
people - we just like the football.”
Why are the Crows losing?

“Scott Lee is injured which has torn the
defence apart. We think Bruce Lindsay
should be brought out of retirement.”
Is Crows milk your drink of choice?
“Nah, it’s either a beer or an iced cof-
fee!”

Dave,Barry and Sharon{Three hardcore

Hawthorn supporters from across the
border) -

Do you feel threatened?
“Yes, [laughter] we've already been told

to go back to Victoria a few times al-

ready.”

“But outside everyone’s so friendly when
you're not wearing your uniform. South
Australians are so arrogant the Crows
show is such a joke.”

“We’d rather go to Victoria Park and sit
in the middle of the Collingwood cheer
squad than come to Adelaide.”

Then why’d you come?

“Dunno.”

S TONDIE S0

John (Carpark Attendant #1)

Do you see much xenophobia out here?
“Idon’t think there’s any real animosity
... just friendly rivalry. It’s just the same
for South Australians when they go over
to Victoria so it cuts both ways.”

Can you see yourself working the
carpark for a second side?

“Well, T think it would be good for
football generally because it improves
the standard and gives the younger play-
ers something higher to aim at.”

On the media

“The media is giving them too much
hype and they should be left to get on
with their footy.

Cheryl (Carpark Attendant #2)
On South Australia and the Crows
“I think it’s a great thing for SA.”

Do you see any carpark victimisation of

interstaters?

“Yes, but I don’t think i_t has the poten-

tial to become violent - not like in Eng-
land with their soccer.”
On the SANFL and the Crows

“The Crows have ruined it. I barrack for

the poor old Double Blues.”

Gavin (who wore a Norwood jumper to
a Crows/Hawthorn game)

What do you think of the Crows?
“I don’t like them. Never have. Don’t
like their players. Only here to see Haw-
thorn. They stole all of our [Norwood]
players.”

On the media

“Well, I don’t get the paper. But when I
do, Irip it up. When they first came out
I was interested but when you see all the
adverts and stuff. . . ©

Gavin’s friend

Why.do you hate the Crows?

“Um . . . because they’re not Haw-
thorn.”

~ Peter and George - the mounted cops

Do you have to deal with any anti-
Victorian feeling?
“No we don’t. We generally don’t see

much and we hang around the carpark

until well after the game is finished.”

- Are the Crows our last hope?

“Yeah, it's good to see something good

.coming out of SA wrth the State Bank

and. all ”o

. and anything else they wanted to get off their chest.

“Yeah, it’s really the only thing left now
that we’ve lost the Grand Prix. The only
other thing we’ve got left of this scale is
Oakbank and that’s only once a year.”

Matt and Tim - the foot coppers

Do you have to intervene in any inter-
state clashes of the fisticuff variety?
“Not at all. Iwork plain clothes here all
the time and nothing at all.”

“You get your barrackers and every-
body ribbing each other but that’s it -
even in the interstate game, nothing at
all.”

“Obviously the newspapers are looking
for some news.”

Are you guys a precaution against the
violence?

“Oh no, no, no. It’s just part of normal
policing. We’re here tostop people break-
ing into cars.”

“Nobody’s trying to kill each other.”
Are the Crows good for SA?

“Just take a look around you and see
how many people are here.”

So do the Crows stir your
blood? Do you scream in
delight when Tones takes
another blinder or do you
cringe in shame when
Cornsey’s wife makes the
front page of the Advertiser.
If so, send in your opinions
and the best will earn a six-
pack from the Unibar. Get

them in before Wednesday
~and quantities of lager will
- be coming your way.




student

O for sunda)' 5th June

Sunday - _
| ,19; July 3, 17 . o
:e].?“ e:‘;;g;t 14?22;; September 11, 26; October 9,
23; November §, 20. o
240 Chris O’Brian and Matt Fleet. A showcase of English indie pop.

.30 Richard Seamark and Tony Page. Engiish Pop. |
430 Simon Hunt Talks about clubs and societies of the University of Adelaide and plays (e

530 Mystery Show. (1)

800 Grind the Pose. Social
Dwyer,

raleases of the late BO's and 90's.

and cuitural issues and comment. Paul Hoadley, Dale F Adams an

Socig|

sundays 2:30pm - 12:30am on 5UV @&EXEY

Problems with childcare?

The SAUA is coordinating a cam-
paign to look at the inadequacies of
childcare on campus for student par-
ents and to campaign for improve-
ment, If you are interested in being
involved, or have any comments or
complaints you would like to voice,
please contact Rebecca Shinnick or
Jo England in the SAUA (ph 303
5406) or come in and see us,

For Sale

SLX Road Bike, 21" frame, Rolls
saddle, Cinelli bars and stem. Good
condition. $500 - all offers consid-
ered. Ph. 298 3371,

X UNIBAR PERFORMANCE

OF THE WEEK
* Congratulations to the
Adelaide University Foot-
ball Club for achieving
victoryin all of their seven
grades. But since every-
one played an exceptional
game we cannot give the
6-pack kindly donated by
the Unibar to one player
purely on form. Thus to
collect the lager, any
Blacks player can make
their way to On Dit (after
yr 1pmonTuesday)andtell
us what number the illus-
trious Bob Neil wore dur-
ing his playing hey-day.
e * See how easy it is to win
the beer. All you other
~+ clubs have to do is drop
i those results in. So do it.

* Kk Kk Kk ok

*

*

Wild trips

Adelaide University Moutain Club
Go Away; We have trips going to all
the great wild places of Australia.
Come to the Winter Trips Meeting at
7:30pm on Wednesday June 1 in the
Union Cinema, 6pm in the Bistro for
dinner, We have trips going Cross-
country skiing, bushwalking, cance-
ing and rockclimbing

For Sale

Haro Freestyle BMX. Chrome, 48
spoke wheels, rotor, powerdisc,Haro
bars and clamp. Foot pegs. Exc, con-
dition $400 o.n.o. Ph. 298 3371,

Somewhere to lay their heads
Visiting Canadian Academics with
children, 6 and 10, require furnished
3 - 4 bedroom house from July 1994
- June 1995, Phone: Jennie Hornosty
506-453-4849, Fax: 506-453-4659;
e-mail: HORNOSTY@UNB,CA.

For Sale

Smiths - One of the largest collec-
tions of Smiths records ever gathered
in one place! Almost everything on
vinyl plus CDs, tapes, magazines and
other rarities, $3,000 o.n.o. Ph 298
3371.

Results—

FOOTBALL

Al: Uni d Goodwood Saints
19.10 to0 8.7 :
Best players: T Ford, ] Edwards,
J Sibbick, N Hoskins, A Muir,
A Lehmann. -
A1Res:Unid Goodwood Saints
Best players; A Cassidy, B Prisk,
JMcLoughlin, JKoch, M Ellery,
D Kennedy, - -

A6: Uni d St Pauls OS 11.9 to
5.10

Best Players: A Deer, C Bryson,

B Roberts, B Dring, M Cop- -

ping, A McDonald.

A6 Res: Uni d St Pauls OS
Best Players: A Lines, B Scruby,
J Priest, C Rule; M Fahey, R
Yeates. .

AS8: Uni d Walkerville 16.4 to
6.5 S

T Slattery, A Faulkner, D
Graetz, M Wilson.

Best Players: F Warrick, SClark,

A8 res: Uni d Walkerville 7.13
to 5.5

Best Players: D McGrath, T
Kerslake, D Bryan, D Milligan,
R Hutchinson, A Kretzchmer.

A10 Uni d Adelaide Lutheran

9.20 10 5.8 -
Best Players: N Lymn, M
Bruenig, S Stolz, B Binder, I
Lackey, B Sampson.

TOUCH
A2-5
AA2-2
B 0-8
C7-3
D 4-1

E 1-3
F2-1

G52 A

HO0-7
13-6

Proud to be Pride

Adelaide University Pride meeting
Thursday, 1.00 pm in the North /
South Dining Room, Level 4 of the
Union Building, All welcome.

NOWSA IGM

All women interested in attending or
promoting the attendance of the
NOWSA '94 conference in Sydeney
or the International Feminist
Bookfair in Melbourne this July are
urged to participate in the NOWSA
IGM at 1pm. Thursday June 9 in the
Little Theatre to discuss issues of
funding and travel etc.

For more information call Leslie on
373 5134

WANTED

AReturning Officer to oversee
the conduct of the Union and ||
SAUA Annual Elections, sched-
uled to be held in late August,
The positionis responsible for
ensuring the elections are well
publicised and run smoothly
from calling for nominations
throughto aweekend devoted
to counting votes. Familiarity
with the Hare Clark Optional
Proportional Voting System
would be a distinct advantage.
Agenerous honorariumis paid
to compensate the person for
the hours and responsibility
involved.

Those who are interested
should forward a short letter
of -application to Anthony
Roediger, President, Adelaide

‘Symon Building. Applications

. clo‘se‘__Friday,‘ 3rd June, 1994,

{University Union, Level 1, Lady ||

ELLIS

The English Language Learning 8¢
Improvement Service at the State Li-
brary of 5A is looking for volunteers
to work as tutors in their new serv-
ice, ELLIS for NESB amd others wish-
ing to improve their literacy skills.
Necessary training will be provided...
For further information contact 207
7221.

For Sale

Return plane ticket Adclaide - Mel-
bourne. Must sell to female $180.
Valid till September 28th, 1994,
Phone Beth after 6 pm on (08) 252
0259,

China Society Video Night

Jet Lee in Tai-Chi Master

7pm Friday 3rd June, Margaret
Murray Room, Level 5, Union Build-
ing. Free to all members. Just turnup
and bring along a smile. '

HOLIDAY DATES

A mistake has been
made - in the holiday
dates giveninthe 1994
student diary.

The mid-semester
break dates for this
year's second semes-
ter are: o
19 September to 30
September .
not 26 Septemberto 7 |
October..
They are aweek earlier
than indicated in the .

~ ONDIT 31

diary.



By Edna Welthorpe, public morality watch-
dog and concerned Mother of two.

The people I really fear for are the children. I do my
best to protect mine from the moral degeneracy that
so plagues our times; I read Bible passages to them at
breakfast and bed time, I tell them to close their eyes
during the adverts in Little House on the Prairie and
I never, every let them read newspapers. So imagine
my horror when I realised that my little cherubs minds
were being poisoned ever school day of their lives and,
worse still, the damage is being done by public trans-
port.

Oh, I know, it looks so innocent, but after a little

scrutiny, I saw the truth - the bus ride to school wasa

thinly veiled advertisement for sex, crime and drugs.

Right next to the door was a sign saying “Please pay
as youenter”. We might as well be telling our children
“Off you go, join the world of prostitution”. No
doubt the same degenerates who dreamt up the Red
Light District had a hand in projecting thelr carnal
lasts throughout our fair city.

From there we climb a dimly ‘it staircase and are
presented with “Collect tickets and change”.
‘Change into what? Something a little more comfort-
able, that’s what! We might have hoped that this
would be the end of the degradation, but no! It goes

on...

All around there are suggestive adverts which are
clearly intended to corrupt young minds. For in-
stance, just opposite my horrified head was an advert
for Sinex nasal spray. Of course, it is a short step from

- _mmlmal amount. of though

Tim Beaumont

on You, Sucker
Anna Stmth

Beatles.
Joe Hackel

Lisa Kewley, 3rd Year Sc1ence -
The Who and Mados :
Paul Lambros ,3rd

We weresurprised at the number of entries we received for our “Bizarre
Duets” competition. Although considering the competmon took a
11: s not all that surprisi g Anyway, herc o

Barry Manilow 'and Henry Rollins singing “The Stars are Shmmg
Brightly - But One Day They’re Gonna Fall and When They Do it’ll be

The surviving fnembers of Led Zep: with the survwmg members of The

‘East-17 and Suicidal Tendenc1es - “It 1sn t alrlght” 5

&

sprays up the nose to cocaine abuse and thence to a life
of crime to support your ungodly addiction.

Other glossy temptations include Estrel Juice (they
don’t mention the Forbidden Fruit, which is clearly
what they want us to taste), Doc Martens (bondage
and discipline) Crunchie Nuggets (golden showers)
and Optrex eye drops (I'm not sure what this referred
to, but the ad looked very sinister).

And is thiswhere the perversion ends? Oh no, heaven
forbid! There are signs that say, and I really mean this,
“Children should stand for adults!”

Well I never! They might as well drop the pretence
and simply say “Fornicate with whomsoever you
please!”

Isuppose Ishould have suspected something sooner.
After all, STA could easily stand for Sexually
Transmitted...well, I dread to imagine what the “A”
could stand for, but no doubt it’s vile. (Appetite,
perhaps).

So now I am driving my children to school and will
continue to do so until:

1. The offending signs and adverts are removed and
the name STA is changed to Virtue. ‘
2. The current staff of drivers is replaced by clergy-
men. ‘ :

3. The buses are divided into Boy and Girl halves with
a heavy curtain dividing them.

Until then, you won’t catch me or my family “on the
buses”.




