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JUSIE'S BI%

Hello. And welcome back for the final term of 1998.
Welcome back for the last five editions of On Dit.
Enjoy them before the 3 month On Dit drought be-
gins its onslaught, Arr, love that ink.

1 must say that the five days | spent in Newcastle
ROCKED. In fact, they rocked so much that by the
time the SA contingent left the county (that is New-
castle) we had everyone far and wide telling each
other that they do indeed rock. And rock they do.
ExceptSimon - he Groks; and Bruck rocks in a togrock
kind of way.

You see, although I only met these people a week
ago, they have become my best friends (and not just
in a rockin’ sense). Throughout the year | have inun-
dated people with my crazy 'hello' messages and sud-
den outburst of the whinging variety, via email. So, |
thought I already knew them. It's a strange phenom-
ena when people suddenly materialise as people and
not just exciting names at the end of electronic mail
correspondence. 1 never thought i'd be the one in
the office who bursts though the door each day with
the words "are there any emails for me today?" pour-
ing out my mouth. I mean, [ always had absolute con-
tempt for anyone who did that 'chat' thing on the
internet. I couldn't understand why people needed
to email each other about arrangements instead of
just picking up the phone. And in terms of written
letters, well, it's a bit like shoes, you can tell a lot
about a person through their handwriting. Wait, |

don't really mean that.

[ guess what I'm trying to say is - now that I've met
these people I can focus on how I remember them as

living human heings, people I write to...the human

social contact side of things.

As for the people [ see all the time? Like my co-edi-

tors? Well, | won't kill Chris yet (even though he still

maintains that 1 make up stories about him). And

Paul? Well, he rocks in every sense of the word.

Whatta guy. Anyone who says "sure, you guys go away

for a holiday and I'll hold the fort" deserves a really

big shoe voucher, Love your work, Paul. Thank You.

Oh, and seeing as we sent this off to print way be-
fore the election even happened, we're not sure who
won. But we thought we should mention it. Anyway.

Have a good week.

Love Susie XOX PS | always write too much!

T50K'S BI%

D’you know what I hate?

No? ,

well, I do. And I'll tell you.

What [ hate is people going on and on about
sport. I mean, it's just pathetic. And it’s just
about all I've heard for the last couple of
weeks.

Firstit was ‘Commonwealth Games this’ and
‘Commonwealth Games that’ and, on a bad
day, ‘Commonwealth Games the other’ too.
A whole bunch of pathetic, small-minded
morons jumping up and down in hysteri-
cal excitement just hecause Australia beat
some tiny, no-account landlocked country
97-zip at water polo or something or be-
cause some teenager jumped into a pool
better than a bunch of other people (which
is, is it not, the height of absurdity: | mean,
as long as you end up in the water, you’ve
succeeded, right?). It's pathetic.

And now it's ‘Crows this’ and ‘Crows that’
and, more often than not, ‘Crows the bloody
other' too. Stupid, stupid, stupid, stupid,
stupid! It’s bad enough that I have to en-
dure it all Winter (that otherwise most pleas-
ant of seasons). But now all this last week
every man and his dog has been droning
on endlessly about how Darren Jarman
played and what was happening in what-
ever quarter and how overrated Wayne
Carey is and they're all trying to be such
experts and they're all saying exactly the
same bloody thing every single bloody time
and I'm sick of it! You hear? Sick to death of
it!

So just cut it out.

i
CrBIS' BI%
[ don't know. ,
Lots of stuff's been happening. Susie and |

have survived a few days in Newcastle,
working bloody hard at the National Stu-

dent Media Conference. I think I can say
with a relative amount of assurance thatall
concerned had a damn good time, and we
did learn a lot and make a lot of new con-
nections which will hopefully be perpuated
through future generations of editors at stu-
dent newspapers all around the country.
You can read all about the serious stuff on
pages 12 and 13. The fun part of the trip
will be featured in the upcoming Travel
Edition™ of On Dit on October 19. Dead-
line is October 14, so get your gear in for
that.

While we were away, Paul decided to turn
this edition into a pirate edition. That boy's
a nutter. But he does good work, and he
held a nice little show together while we
were away. Even if he doesn't approve of
the Crows and, well, sport generally. Ku-
dos to the man. He rocks. While I'm at it,
Susie rocks, too.

And in late-breaking news, the recent stu-
dent elections have been declared void.
Which is kind of big news and not in a good
way. lan Cannon, the CEO of the Union, has
written a short summation of the situation
for us which you should all read. It's on
page 4. There will be more news as events
unfold.

And that about wraps 'er up. We're on the
home stretch, kids, just five (well, four,
now) editions to come. Arr! Shiver me tim-
bers!

On Dit is the weekly publication of
the Students’ Association of the Uni-
versity of Adelaide. The Editors have
complete editorial control although
the opinions expressed in the paper
are not necessarily their own. Any-
thing you can do to make our exist-
ence more bearable, including gifts,
food, drink and flowers, would be
most welcome.
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Pirate Susie and Pirate Chris fdrﬁbu‘gger—
0 Newcastle and giving Pirate Paul

a bit of peace and quiet for a change; Pi-
rate Peter, for more booty than a stick can
be poked at; First Mate Eva, for origami
above and beyond the call of duty; Bo-
sun Andrew four for being; the Dread Pi-
rate Brentyn for requiring proof of his
being; Pirate Georgie for hanging around
the crow's nestand letting us know what's
going on; Pirate Chris B for the usual;
Master Pirate Ching Yee for advice on all
things; Bosun Jon, even though he com-
pletely neglected to live up to that 'Muffy'
nickname; Seaman Christian for offering.

No thanks:

Pirate Susie and Pirate Chris for bugger-
ing off to Newcastle and leaving Pirate
Paul do a bunch of work for this damn
edition.we had to put together early be-
cause of the public holiday.

Where we are:

The On Dit office is located on the Nth.
Tce. campus opposite the Barr Smith
lawns, in the basement of the George
Murray Building, far too close to the toi-
lets and the drains. Arr!

How to contribute/contact us:
You can drop off your copy at the office
or in the contribution box in the SAUA

Deadline: October 7th.

office. Alternatively, you can drop us a
line at On Dit ¢/o Adelaide University, SA,
5005, phone us on (08) 8223 2685 or 8303
5404, fax us on (08) 8223 2412 or email
us at ondit@smug.adelaide.edu.au

About the cover:

It was a warm and sunny day when the
good ship On Dit set sail for the Spanish
Main, it's crew o'erflowing with energy
and expectation after hearing tremendous
tales of o'erwhelming wealth to be had in
the form of silver and gold and all forms
of booty. But they were not long out of
port when the dreaded cry came from the
crow's nest "Ahoy! Ahoy! Thar be pirates!"
Captain Paul picked up his telescope and
scanned the horizon in search of the ship,
and was greeted with the terrible sight of
all manner of pirates and buccaneers
brandishing pistols and cutlasses and car-
rying parrots upon their shoulders and
greedily looking over their booty and say-
ing "Arr!" and "Arr!" and sometimes even
"Arr!" and engaging in all sorts of wicked
debauchery.

"Cool," thought Captain Paul...

Next edition:
Out: October 12th.
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‘Student Elections for the Students Association and the Union

Unfortumately I have to advise all students that, as result of complaints made about the electiong
the Election Arbiter, Professor Keeler of the Law Faculty, has directed the Election Tribunals for
each organisation that the elections are to be declared void and new elections held.

The problem with the Elections is that the process of numbering voting slips does not comply
with the strict requirements for there to be a secret ballot.

There is no suggestion that the ballot was not in fact secret, but rather, on technical grounds it
did not meet the strict legal requirements. Professor Keeler said in his report:

“I want to emphasise that in giving this direction I do not support any claims that ‘morally repre-
hensible’ events have occurred (Mark Kernich'’s covering letter to his objection). The Constitution
and Election Regulations require both a secret ballot and a poll that extends over five days and
several campuses. The Returning Officers inherited a scheme which recognised that a poll held
on such terms creates enormous difficulties in securing its integrity and which itself breached
the requirement of a secret ballot. The changes they made improved the secrecy of the vote by
malsing it harder to associate voters and their ballot papers and the amended scheme was in
practice useful in protecting the integrity of the ballot. But when a statute or Constitution re-
quires a secret ballot it elevates the importance ofthe secrecy of the vote to a point where any
methods of protecting the integrity of the ballot against other frauds must be very carefully de-
vised indeed or specifically authorised by the Constitution and Regulations if the requirement is
to be met.”

Both the Student Association and the Union’s constitution provide that, in the event that an elec-
tion is void, the Chicf Ixccutive Officer of the Union shall be the Rdurmng Officer for new elec-
tions on dates to be determined by the Chief lixecutive Officer.,

Lam currently secking the advice of a Barrister as to how I can proceed with new elections. If I

am required to follow the time table set out in the Election Regulations for a normal election 1

can not hold another election this year. The earliest 1 could hold it would be in April next year.

This situation would leave both the Students Association and the Union without proper Boards
for cight months. In my view this is highly undesirable.

It is possible that I may have a discretion in that a new election is not a normal ¢lection, and if 8¢
[ may be able to have a new ballot in the fourth week of term ie in the weelk of 26 October.

Until I receive the Barrister's advice, I will not know what options are available to me.
I 'will provide further information in On Dit when I can.
Tan Cannon

Student Services Director/Chief Executive Officer
Adelaide University Union

‘GOING SOMEWHERE?

BEEN SOMEWHERE?

Chances are, we haven't been there.
And we need to know about it.

Submissions for On Dit's Travel Edition are now open.
-Deadline for contributions is Wednesday October 14th.
We're looking for anything to do with travel ... nice
places, nasty places, horror airlines, bad food, good surf,
and so on. Goon. You know you want to.

; k GET YOUR GEAR IN, ME HEARTIES, OR AVAsST! WE'lLlL HAVE you walk THE plank! ARRr!




Start ye search here.
i Take 6 paces South
il until ye reach the
{ Letters page.
§ Turn about and stride
8 paces and ye will
\ find the SAUA
East 10 paces and it be
| Current Affairs ye shall find.
§ 12 paces South will lead ye to a Conference in Newcastle.
§ Arr!
/If tired ye be. take 14 paces West and
Sleep ye shall have.
Take 16 paces due North for pleasures of a
Theatrical nature.
1’7 paces straight to the South will end only in
Dodgyland.
For pirate Poetry, take 18 paces North and 19
paces to the East, Arr!
\ Voxus Populi lies due South of here, at a distance of 20
% Dpaces.
22 paces due East will see ye lost as a Wayward Student.
{ Landlubbers will flock to the Video section, 24 paces due West.
I If Film ye seek. turn about 26 paces South.
Take 29 paces East until ye reach Music.
Southbound for 34 paces ye be until
| Literature soils ye shodden feet.
| Set course for the setting sun, and 38 paces
_ will lead to Free Thought.
" Turn North once more and

stride 40 paces, and it be

,  Classified Booty ye shall find.
Ry, Arr!




Whlle we are"“d
pomted‘wuh our :

Yeah, give
us your

$265. We

deserve it.

Dear On Dit,

First may we say what a
fine, fine publication this
paper is and what tears of
joy it brings to our eyes
every time we peruse its
ink-soaked pages. (To tell
you the truth we are only
going to this university so
that we can always get On
Dit straight off the press
every week., A $265 sub-
scription fee is worth it, in
our opinion.)

Secondly, may we say that
lately we have been tuning
in to Student Radio on 5UV
(arr) and have discovered
the most shocking, stun-
ning, in-your-face, down-
right offensive piece of pro-
gramming we have ever had
the misfortune to hear on
Saturday nights at 11:30
pm. We have tuned into this

little piece of student filth
twice now and we both felt
so moved as to write a let-
ter to you people about it.

Ringo, Kriss and The Rev-
erend of R RATED RADIO
(11:30pm alternate Satur-
days on Student Radio)(just
to make sure you avoid it)
should be made to assume
tyre positions, be fitted to
Christian Haebich’s car and
driven down Greenhill Road
at top speed.

over and out,
Crinkles Goulash and
Neddy Botra Gallachi

(in no way, shape or form
associated with the filthy R
RATED RADIO, its kooky
presenters or any of its af-
filiates)

98% of cows agree that all
Union fees should be paid
directly into the coffers of On
Diz. Statistics can always be
used to meet your own ends.

Hi guys,

I loved the left handed edi-
tion, with the exception of
Tim Kentish’s little rant,
which 1 can’t criticise
strongly enough.

The internet is indeed for
free communication, and
this means that [ can com-
municate with my cousin in
China without using tel-
ephones or whatever. As a
music student, I hope to
one day be a published mu-
sician, and this means that
my income will include roy-
alties. Some from perform-
ances of my music, and

some from sales of my mu-

|
sic. OLGA and other such

sites would eat into such
sales, thus depriving me of |
income. In other words, it
has probably already de- |
prived many other musi-!
cians of income. If you
aren't serious enough about
your music that you can’t
be bothered working songs
out by ear, or paying for|
sheet music, I suggest you |
quit now.

Yours Sincerely,
Aleksander Pusz

Academic Produclts
Academic Prices

CAMPUS COMPUTERS

University of Adelalde Telephone: 08 B303 3320 Emali: shopau@camtech.com.au




rop Dead

Dear Editors

I am writing out of concern for
public safety as summer ap-
proaches, and thousands of
innocent citizens flock to our
coastal resorts, unaware of the
dangers lurking there in the
forms of the deadly dropbear
and its sinister fellow-crea-
ture, the Australian Hoop
Snake.

In the case of dropbears, it is
indicative of the lack of proper
information available that they
are often described as large,
woolly, fanged etc. It is a
known fact that the dropbear
is like a koala, only more vi-
cious. They drop out of gum
trees around the beaches of
Australia on moonlit nights.
They go for the moonlight re-
flected off the back of the neck.
This is why you should always
wrap your towel around your
neck if walking near trees
along a beach at night in a
Risk Area (Australia).

The venom of the dropbear is
very toxic. Medical help must
be got within 15 minutes or
paralysis, coma and death will
result. Dropbear fatalities are
always hushed up by the au-

thorities.
I was told about this danger-
ous and elusive koala-cousin
as a youngster, hanging
around with my older brother
and his surfing mates (cf
‘gsrommet’). The fact that I have
never seen a dropbear, but still
take care to use a towel as
described when at risk is, to
me, proof undeniable of the
hazard presented by these
shadowy creatures.

No less alarming is the hoop
snake, a type of brown snake
which, on sensing the vibra-
tion of the human footstep (at
arange of up to 800m), arches
its back, bites its tail and,
turning more or less into a
wheel, comes at you at speeds
in excess of 60 kilometres per
hour! As if the terrifiying
threat of dropbears weren't
enough. It's no wonder the
government is running scared,
and covers up hoop snake
sightings, dropbear attacks,
ete, in the interests of the
tourist economy. Even in the
current frenzy of electoral
statements from politicians,
there remains an uneasy offi-
cial silence on the subject of
these aggressive denizens of
our coastal playgrounds.

At least with a hoop snake, an
effective defence is available,
which I pass on freely. You find
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ground, and as the hoop
snake whizzes toward you,
you put the stick into the
hoop, as into a bicycle wheel,
and fling the scaly beast away
like a frisbee.

The very least the authorities
could do is to make this sim-
ple defence known. The pub-
lic has a right to self-protec-
tion.

Yours,
Wary Joe

Ro“ing

Stones ...

Dear Editors,

There are people walking
around Uni with big contain-
ers of poison on their backs.
They spray it on places where
people sit and eat. For exam-
ple, they spray it on the moss
which grows between the brick
paving in the Cloisters. Per-
sonally, I would rather have
moss than unnecessary
chemicals. Have we learnt
nothing from our mistakes in
the past with other chemical
sprays?

Andrew

stout stick, stand

’ Sex '

little-known facts about the
uni of adelaide, number ten:
the BSL holds two copies of
The Joy of Sex, both of which
are listed as ‘missing’.

Ahoy, me

matey?

Dear On Dit,

I really love your newspaper.
Have you ever considered
changing to an unreadable,
half-sized, half-arsed format
like Uni of SA’s Entropy? Some
ink is known to contain the
giaddia virus. It should only be
consumed with extreme cau-
tion. Spread the good word.

love,

Christian Haebich
Vice-President Associate
Faculty of Medicine {(Arts Di-
vision)

Camtech gives you access
to university data online, off campus.

(That’s service!)

L sgveds r&x AT EE AN LA
CAMPRCH TMEERMET cub) Al Swd




Pieces of Eight

- fill out the counter ca.lendar survey form on the web, at:
http //www. adelaide.edu. au/AUU/feedback/countcal htm

Welcome back everyone. I hope that
you enjoyed your holidays and are
gearing up for the last few weeks of
the year.

ANNUAL ELECTIONS

The Annual Elections held last term
have been voided by the Election
Arbiter on a technicality. This means
that we will have to have another
election either this year or early next
year. Yeah, I can hear you all singing
with joy!! At this stage it is unclear as
to when the elections will be. For more

STUDENT RIGHTS

In the lead-up to end-of-year
assessment, make sure you are aware
of all your rights as a student and that
you know where to go if you have any
problems. You have the right to a re-
mark of any assessment if you feel that
you have been unfairly assessed but
there are different processes and
procedures in every Department so
make sure you ask your lecturer/tutor/
head of department what they are. If
you need a medical or compassionate
supp malke sure you go through the
University Health and Counselling
Services (phone 83035050/83035663) or
the Union’s Education/Welfare Officers
(phone 83035430/83035915). If you

information please refer to Ian
Cannon’s letter in this edition of On
Dit. There will also be more
information provided in On Dit as it
becomes available. Even though no one
likes going through Election Week,
candidates and voters alike, it is
important that you vote in these
elections so that you can ensure that
you have strong student
representation working for you.
FEDERAL ELECTION

At the time of writing this there are

need an extension make sure you speak
to your tutor as soon as possible and if
you have any problems at all come into
the SAUA (phone 83035406) or speak to
the Union’s Education/Welfare Officers
(phone 83035430/83035915) ASAP. The
sooner we know about problems the
sooner they can be sorted out. The
general ruleis that if you have any
problems speak to someone in the
Department or Faculty first and try to
sort it out directly then come to us if
you can’t sort it out. Good luck with
your study!

FEDERAL ELECTION

SAUA reps handed out information to
voters during the break and on Election
day at polling booths to ensure that

_sophie allouache - president - sallouache@auu.adelaide.edu.a

still three days to go in the Federal
Tlection campaign. Once the election
has been declared (hopefully it won't b
voided!) the Students’ Association wily
provide a comprehensive brealkdown
and will look into what it will actually
mean for students.

4TH TERM ACTIVITIES

As always the SAUA is still a hive of
activity, This term there will be:

» Lost Property Sale

o Prosh hand over

» Why Weight Week and lots more.

sky mykyta - education vice president - skym@smug.adelaide.edu.au

voters considered Higher Education as
an important election issue. I hope you
voted and that you considered
education when you voted! It remains
to be seen whether there will be any
positive changes for students with the
new Government and Senate.

NUS NATIONAL WELFARE
COMMITTEE

Is meeting this Friday in Melbourne at
the National Office of NUS., We will be
focussing on issues of youth suicide
prevention, student accommodation,
Childcare and harm minimisation with
drug use. If you are interested in the
proceedings of this meeting or the
outcome on any of these issues please
come and see me.

alida parente- activities/campaigns vice pres. - acvp@smug.adelaide.edu.au

e

WELCOME BACK

Welcome back guys, I hope that your
holidays were productive and fun.
Before you get into studying why don’t
you try out some of the activites that
will be occuring this term.
DIS-ORIENTATION

This is something new that will be
coming out of the activcities
department. We've all been orientated,
re-orientated now let's get dis-orientated.

Welcome back everyone from the mid-
semester break. I hope you all had a
great holiday and are ready to get back
to working hard! This semester will
prove to be very busy for your Women's
Department, so there will be a campaign
to suit everyone and I urge you all to get
involved.

WOMEN'S ROOM

The women's room, situated downstairs
in the Lady Symon Building, and its
facilities, are there to be used by all
women on campus. Its facilities include
a study room, bed and rest area, kitchen

Well it’s time for Uni again, I hope
that everyone enjoyed their holidays.
THE KESAB ENVIRO. AWARDS

It is nearly time for judging so it
would be great if everyone can
remember to pick up their litter,
remember:

A LITTLE BIT OF LITTER IS BETTER
IN THE BIN,

This will be held in the last week before
Swot Vae, and will be your last chance to
party befare those dreaded exams. Head
on down to the lawns/cloisters and grab
some food (both vegetarians and meat
lovers will be catered for), drinks, both
alcoholic and non-alcoholic, and of
course music. So let your hair down
and go crazy for this last weels.

If you're all very good kiddies there will
be also some rides to keep you amused

with fridge, microwave and coffee
making facilities, a lounge area, notice
boards, lockers, toilet and shower
facilities. In addition, the women's room
is a great place to get information on the
latest events, services and health centres
for women. So we know it's good, but we
want to make it better for you! We're
going to revamp the women's room but
we want to know what you want, so jot
down your ideas on some paper and
drop them into the SAUA.

WHY WEIGHT WEEK

This year, Why Weight Week, the

JABILUKA )

To find out the lastest info on
Jabiluka you can subscribe to the
Jabiluka mailing list (through your
email) by sending an email to
jabiluka-d-request@issaries.com.au
and as the subject write ‘subscribe’. To
send messages to the mailing list send

it to jabiluka@issaries.com.au. There

while the bands are playing.

THE LOST PROPERTY SALE

Will be held October 12-18th. The Lost
Property Sale will be held on the lawns,
and there will be tables full of goodies
for everyone to scramble through and
find a bargain. Items will vary from
jewellery to books to even bikes. All
money obtained through the Lost
Property Sale goes to charity.

Cheers, Alida

eileen fisher - womens' officer - sauawo@smug.adelaide.edu.an

annual Body Image and Eating
Disorders Awareness week will take
place from the 19th to the 23rd of
October. The week will highlight the
problems and effects of body image as
it is portrayed in society and in the
mainstream media, upon women. For a
detailed list of events happening in
Why Weight Week, keep on checking
the SAUA page. If anyone is interested
in being involved with the week, don't
hesitate to call me on 8303 54086,
otherwise just come in and see me in
the SAUA.

_danielle kowalski - environment officer - kowalski@smug.adelaide.edu.au

is also a great website at

www jabiluka.net/latest/

BEVERLEY URANIUM MINE

All submissions are now being looked

_at and the outcome will be in all major

newspapers soon so keep looking out
for it.

I hope to have more info soon
Danielle

AUU/servwes/ \aua/mde" htm
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pafches Ahoy/

cups, holdlng thc longcst leS Wl[h thelr
owners or doing the best weasel “war
dance.” A ferret called Sloopy was the |
. big winner, taking first place in the pa- |
per sack escape event and placing sec-

d in the cup tip. “They’re great,” said |
net Kniep, owner of Ferris the ferret. |
’s like having a kitten that refuses to |
up.” Yes, but do they have a 'ferret ,
:the pants' competition? ‘

are likely to rule in coalition with the UN resolution itsell
Greens and assorted Left wing politi-  vague on this issue,
cians. The prospective government has the Russians to supp
been dubbed ‘Red-Green’ (Brown?) by
the Christian Democrats. Despite this
orted shift to the Left, Germany’s
mnic policies are likely to remain

Dust Settles over the Hustings

Five weeks of what has to have been the
worst election campaign ever;wound up
last week. And for all th '
ter we awake to t
Tweedledum has contro
of power once more, wi

forecasting Armageddon - .

e. 1didn’t vote for them. empber of the Europe’s new single military action
mol’itic!ians d?dn‘t rak . Thus, it is unlikely that the should there be n
P 2 ent will be at liberty to pursue there is still con

ey’d b m - . . . . .
they’d be something e public works in an effort to Nations regardm
about. Instead, we the v

. mdwldual nation

had to endure onc
iive election ad
rich for Mr How
final week about
the GST. Did a
Party ads? If that &
1 don’t know whe
media labelled the
nium Poll, perhaps
would have been m
all the innovation an
jor parties’ policy do
doctors are well an
so much so that th
to be the spin. 4
of mediocrity,

ham Bam, thank you, |
g Ma’am! :

The. introduction of Viagra to Thailand
ittle hope that the country’s men
their mantle as the world’s fast-
Speaking at the official launch
fi Thailand, executives for the

xual intercourse among |
.a'recent survey to be the
adiest love-makers. Condom
ny Durex published figures last
~week showing that Thai men are the
sprintkings of love-making with the av-
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. Pfizer executives said Viagra’s arrival at
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o lar survey should the opportumty arise |
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Three images will remain with me
from this year’s election campaign.
The first is that memorable debate,
the 'Great Debate', between Howard
and Beazley, both pleading their re-
spective cases to the Australian peo-
ple. The debatesi
pected, bland, wi
sion between the

put, but staying dec:i:dedly neu'
The real debate, other than the G

Debate, went on before that memo- .

rable night. Both parties fought over
whether there were to be one or two

debates, whether the lecterns should:
be adjusted to make John Howard

appear the same height as his rival
and whether there ghould be actual
debate or simply momnologues.

station for linking an increase in
heroin use to the GST. Howard took

off his headphones, said to the host, - di
how dare you, and his media adviser. ¥y
pie the World has seen the astoundmg
v&,l()Wth of the mccha mlo an all- pow-

continued afterwards to berate the

radio station for typical ABC blds
The humorous part was the host of
the show apparently misread “gvt” ¢

meaning government for "GST",

The next day, the host dutifully -

apologised for her blunder and the’
ABC said she would be doing little

on the election campalgn in the iu» "

ture.

The other image I have of the elac |

tion campaign is that of Howard a.
Beazley tramping around the nation
trying to convince Australian
the1r smceuty and knowledg

ing that peopleV ho!
GST for the got
rather than for sel
good one ling
Beazley was g
cinctly said the G8
and bad for Aus
was Keatingesqu
and profundity.
Why, do you ask, do thes
stand out? Well, all three sh
extraordinary power
in today’s world. 1
Beazley chose telev
means for a debat
and argued vehement »
petty and idiotic things leading up to
the night. Both leaders know the in-
fluence and reach television has on
the contemporary mind.

Slmllarly, Howard led a continual

onslaught n the ABC throughout the

in the country.
th illustrated

dia followed Howard
wherever they went,
ir. blunders and captur-
tements in 10 second
bhO[‘t plthyk quotatlons

mg thel

. gamcd media attention were much
The second image that will endure is
of Howard chastising a Perth radio -

more effective’ than’ ‘;ustdlned ‘logi-

politicians
ntion of the

but did much to
the issues.

One only has to t
Clinton affair - no, t
posed to be a pun
Orwellian-type of powe
dia. Here is the Presid
United States of America confessing
on live television the fling he had
with an intemn, and then being humili-
ating with the release of the graphic
details of the fling all over the

internet for the world to peep at -
peeping Toms of a sort. The amaz-
ing aspect of this sordid tale is not
Clinton having an affair - almost
every US President has been guilty
of this sin - but that the revelations
did not shock the world. It seems a
global familiarity with trial by televi-
sion prevents any surprise at the al-
legations.

Today, the dictatorship of the media
is complete. The death of Princess
Diana last year illustrates the hyste-
ria the media can generate and the

lunatic investigation that can follow.

Christopher Hitchens in a recent
on the "ABC showed
Jere critical of the
ng of Diana were shut up by

the British media, thereby only one
view was conveyed on airwaves and
television sets around the world. No
media outlet said she had an absurdly
spoilt childhood, did a few nice deeds
later on in life probably out of bore-
dom and her death in the grand
scheme of things will come to mean
little.

But Howard and Beazley would have
killed for the kind of publicity Prin-
cess Di got in their election cam-
paigns. They would have been on
their knees praying to their Christian
God to receive the same ‘sort of
warmth and emotion. ‘

Put simply, both leaders acknowl-
edged the medxa to be an all- seemg,
he hearts and mmds of Australians
into one and reserving a place for
them in either heaven or hell.

It is a brave, relatively new world.
James Gruber
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About two months ago we received an email from
one Nicole Piesch, a Novacastrian with a huge task.
She was organising a National Student Media Con-
ference, as part of the Newcastie Young Writers Fes-
fival being held at the same time. The chance to
meet student editors from all over Australia (all the
states were represented at the conferencel, and
the opportunity to discuss topics such as censor-
ship, VSU and our role as alternative media was
notto be missed. Unable fo contain our excitement,
and realising that the conference needed some
strong SA representation, we could hardly deny
them our presence.

We got our rather large and heavy (even heavier
on the way backl bags, hopped in a taxi, hopped
on a plane, hopped on a bus and, finally, hopped
on atrain. We staggered into Newcastle {why we
couldntwalkis anyone’s guess), already buggered
but keen to meet a few of the people Susie had
struck up friendships with via email, and many
more who would instantly fali for Chris's subtle
charms.

what followed was a conference that exceeded
even our expectations, and we've come back more
enthusiastic than ever about our job {and the five
weeks of it that we have left.

INTRODUCTIONS

It's a weird moment when you're suddenly able to
putfaces next fo the names in student publications.
Aswe went around the room, introducing ourselves
and describing which corner of Australia we'd
travellled from, it struck us how necessary it was
for us fo be able to share our experiences, 'vent’
our frustrations and boast our succeses. For the
first ime {in a long time) we realised that On Dit is
but one paper in student media land. And the is-
sues that seem so resolvedly ours belong fo oth-
ers too.
Many papers exist within different student organi-
safion struciures. Some operate as mouthpieces
for their respective organisations, others act as
autonomous bodies. It seems that the question of
editorial autonomy is @ common one. How inde-
pendent is a student publicafion when it is pub-
lished by the students association/guild/council?
Does this affect the material being printed? Does
this restrict the flow of Information fo the sfudent
readers of the newspaper? How far can editors go
in using the paper as a canvas for their own
thoughts/beliefs/judgements? There are many ex-
amples of unjust censoring regimes and others
pertaining fo newspapers being little more than a
cafalogue of the editors’ favourite subjects/
pasttimes.
Earlier this year there was the possibility that On
Dit was going fo be incorporated (in fact, this was.
also explicitin one faction's election statement dur-
ing the 1998 student elections}, however due to
admin costs the idea was shelved. While independ-
ence and autonomy are important feafures of an
alternative paper, such as a student paper, we also
aknowledge that we have fo operate with the struc-
ture that funds us. The relationship between ‘us’
and ‘them’ can often result in varying opinions on
editorial poilicy. We noted that there was a differ-
ence between editors who are voted in during stu-
dent elections and those who undergo appoint-
ment. We saw and met many ‘publicity and publi-

Susie frequently found time to get
actual work done. She does
good work.

cations' officers who fake up the task of training
the edifors, and maintaining some kind of uniform-
ity between editorial terms.

There were many similarities between the sfudent
newspapers of the couniry, and there were many
recognisable differences. Bul then, diversity is the
name of the game.

ALTERNATIVE
MEDIA

It's easy to forgel the purpose of a student news-
paper whenthere's only a handful of people work-
ing hard in an office down next fo the foilets. How-
ever, when there’s 70 odd student newspaper edi-
fors gathered in a room together, if's hard to forget
the collective potential of 2 million readers nation-
wide. That's the ‘alternative’ reality of student me-
dia in this country. This session of the conference
'Mainstream versus Alternative’ exposed us to the
mainstream reality (and the need for an alterna-
tive medial - the art of journalism in a commercial
world. The panel for this topic, Mr John McLusky,
editor-in-chief of the Newcastle Herald, David
Macliwaine, a NBN news reporter, and Damien
Cahill, NUS NSW and former editor of Tertangala
(Wollongong) paper discussed the similarities and
differences between the two print media. McLusky
began: * Student newspapers are in an unique
position”, he said, “because [wel don'thave to get
the people fo sfop and get $1 out of their pockets”.
Student newspapers have the advantage of being
free of charge - and yet we do have to be read.
Mainstream news is about putting involved things
in simple terms, and although a good vocabulary
is termed as ‘bad journalism’ [despite what
McLusky insinuates as ‘fashionable’), student news-
papers have an obligation to provide a more in-
volved examination of issues that affect students,
and more generally, the population at large. Its a
powerful reminder, when faced with the notions of

agenda setting, news justification and advertise-
ment driven enterprise, that student media is arare
and precious tool in foday’s society.

= QTUDIES:

The session organised around the joint issues of
Jabiluka and The Waterfront Dispute (more particu-
larly, the media coverage of both events} was in-
tended to highlight the power that student media
canwield, and also fo demonstrate how easily ma-
nipulated media coverage of an event or issue can
be.

Greens polifician Liz Rene spoke about her involve-
mentin the Jabiluka campaign, her sfruggle fo gain
media attention for it, and the ridiculous amount
and quality of coverage she did get when shewent
to the site itself. This coverage was a response to
the “angle” inherent in her, a respectable “normal”
person going out among the ferals at Jabiluka. No
green issue is newsworthy enough to gain main-
stream media affention in its own right. A common
excuse given is that the story is not “local” But
Jabiluka has made it into the mainsfream news
services, and a major force behind this was the
attention given to it by alternative press, a bracket
in which student media is a major presence. lf we
can get enough people fo care about anissue, we
can force major news carriers to cover it.

AMU guy Jim Boyle gave his views on media cov-
erage of The Waterfront Dispute. This was dictaled
to an extraordinary extent by the government's
media management strategy, wherein the focus
was removed from the human stories of the dis-
pute (the sacked workers with pregnant wives and
four starving kids, which the media normally gob-
ble up} and switched instead to images oflazy yob-
bo's not doing an honest day's work and expect-
ing more money than they deserved. The AMU met
with constant resistance to getting their side of the
story told in the media, and resorted fo a program
of travel and public speaking fo tell their story. The
manipulation of the media in this case has pro-
duced waterfront reform under which packing and
unpacking a ship actually costs more and is ulti-
mately inefficient.

The kids from Perth (Pelican's Rob an
Grok's Donna and Simon). They rock too.

VOLUNTARY STUDENT UNIONISM

VSU is the insidious strategy already employed by
state governments in Victoria and Western Australia
(and under consideration for South Australia and
other states) to disempower student representa-
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tive organisations, especially as political entifies.
Essentially, it makes the payment of student union
fees at enrolment voluntary. This has led, in Victo-
rian and Western Australian universities, fo mas-
sively reduced operating budgets for their respec-
five student organisations. In the Victorian model
of VSU, fees paid go to the Unversity administra-
fion, and they are responsible for doling money out

Susie and Chris remain friends
despite five gruelling days
together.

to the representative body. Activities that are
deemed “non-political” can be funded freely; any-
thing else can only be funded by entering into a
"funding agreement” with the administration, tak-
ing the control of such activities out of the hands of
the students. The Western Australian modelis con-
siderably different, but the effect is essentially the
same: the funding of student activities has been
greatly reduced. The government's insecurities in
dealing with unions, as evidenced by the water-
front dispute, are an obvious motivating factor in
removing the power of students to join together and
have a collective voice. Obviously this is a bad thing,
but it was of particular interest to the conference
because student newspapers are the most vulner-
able appendages of student organisations and
thus the first to lose funding and go under. We
were addressed by the edifors of two Western Aus-
fralian newspapers (Simon Collins from Curtin Uni-
versity's Grok and Rob Schutze of UWA's Pelican
on the impact of VSU at their universifies and what
they had done to overcome their resultant funding
difficulties. Some of it was useful; all of it was fright-
ening. The mostimportant fip was that early prepa-
ration pays off, not just for student newspapers,
but for the entire organisation.

CENSORSHIP

The main focus of this session was the 1995
Rabelais debacle which, for the uninifiated, resulted
from the publication of an article entitled "The Art
of Shoplifiing” in Rabelais, the La Trobe University
student newspaper. The article was a fongue-in-
cheek political statement about the distribution of
wealth in Australia and featured some rather de-
tailed fips to shoplifing wannabes. Complaints
about the arficle and a mainstream media beat-
Up led fo the publication being banned and the
four editors being arrested and charged with “pub-
lishing, distributing and depositing an objection-
able publication”. They were found guitly, but the

case is still entwined in the lengthy appeals proc-
ess, which will culminate in December with an
appearance before the High Court. If their appeals
are rejected, the editors face hefty fines or jail sen-
tences. One of the editors of the day, Melita Berndt,
aftended the conference and spelled out for us the
defails of the ridiculous chain of events which led
to the legal proceedings (such as John Laws going
on air and convincing Education Minister Simon
Crean to take action against the article), and also
pointed out that the mainstream publications SHE
and the Australian Women'’s Forum {both of which
have substantfially larger circulation figures than
Rabelais) have also carried articles that instruct in
the art of shoplifting, yet no action has even been
suggested against them. She spoke of the dan-
gerous precedents set by the case, such as the
prospect of prinfing a safe sex guide which hap-
pened to feature advice on anal sex and being
subsequently deemed inappropriate because the
readership is under 21, which is the age of con-
sent for anal sex in some states. The most dan-
gerous ramification, she said, was that currentand
future editors could be discouraged from printing
similarly dangerous articles, thus committing self-
censorship. This is a terrible thing: as an alterna-
tive fo the mainstream media, we need to be able
to print information and opinions that others may
find distasteful or offensive. This is especially frue
of political debate.
The session also featured an appearance by Owen
Trembath, Triple J lawyer-extraordinaire. He spoke
of his involvement with Pauline Pantsdown, the
artistresponsible for the Hanson political parodies
"Back-Door Man" and *| Don't Like It", "Back-Door
Man" was, of course, pulled of the air after ten days
following an injunction being placed onit. “I Don't
Like It" is a newly-released song which Owen
guided the development of to ensure (or “maxim-
ise the chances of') the song is legally not defama-
tory. Owen's stories and insights into other aspecis
of media law were enjoyable and insighfful.

OTHER WRITING STUFF

Because this Nationa! Student Media Conference
was inifiated as a splinter event of the Young Writ-

ers' Festival, it seemed appropriate that most of our
'spare time' in the affernoons was spent at various
Writers' Festival sessions. Some of the highfights
included 'Writing From Life’ - an examination of how
to turn everyday life ocurrences info highly moti-
vating literature {or at least a novel of sorts); ‘Shoot
the Canon' - a vibrant discussion, lead by panel-
lists John Birmingham, Mark Davis and Catharine
Lumby, on theintricate nature of canonisation; 'How
to win the Vogel Award' - apparently if you write
about an elephant (or, our preferred animal, a
hippo (i's about the size, babyll, you have the per-

fect chance; 'Media Uses and Abuses' - a most
interesting discussion headed by Melita Brendt

(former Rabelais editor), Helen Darville (of The Hand

that Signed the Paper famel, Shane Paxton {from

the famous A Current Affair scenario) and Mafthew

Thompson {the anti-Heavy Metal t'shirt prankster);

and ‘Starting Your Own Magazine' - by the found-

ing editors of independent fimmakers. Given that

the focus of student media is often regarded as

‘polifical’ it was nice to be able o concentrate on

the creative side of all things written and fun.

FINAL MORNING

They let us sleep in on the last day of the confer-
ence, and gave us a croissant breakfast in a nice
litle art galiery. At this final session, we formalised
a National Student Media Network (although we're
yetto agree on a catchy name for if), put the wheels
in motion for another conference next year and
formulated a press release to let everyone know
what we'd achieved in the space of a few short
days.

So there it is. We went to the National Student
Media Conference in Newcastle. We've achieved
all our goals and we're now ready to retire as
happy campers. We haven't fold you about all the
drinking we did - and we haven't old you anything
about Newcastle itself. We will - in the travel edi-
tion in two weeks time. Stay funed.

Susie Bate
Chris Slape

Do we all look hunover? The final morning session in the art gallery

had that sort of feel about it.




Adeguate sleep 1s essenmial To
health and peak perpormance as
EXERCISE aM0 GOOO NUTRITION.

How much sleep 1s enough?
In general, most healthy adulrs need
an average of seven To nine hours of
sleep a mghr. However, sleep needs
vary. It 1sn't simply how many hours
or sleep Time you're loggg n That
marters, but how you peel and how well
you're able 1o perporm each day. So,
how do you measunre how much sleep
you Truly need? Ir you have Trouble
staying alerT during monotonous situ-
ations when ratigue is opten “un-
masked” you prokably aren'r gerring
enough Good-guality sleep. Othex signs
are a Tendency To ke unreasonably 1r-
ritakle with priends or paonly, and
irpreulty concentraring or re-
membering racts.

What 1s msooma?

Insoanmia 1s the mabiliy 1o sleep,
or 7o sleep sarispactontly. It may
mvolve one or more or the pollowing:
* dipprculty palling asleep,

* waking up preguently dumﬁg The

nght with dippreulty Rerurznmg To_ :

sleep.
* early wakenmg
* unrefreshing sleep.

vy

- On Dit

sleeping problewms 1s stress. Common
TRIGGERS 1iclude university- or job re-
lated pressures, a paonly or relation-
ship problems, physical illness or
TRAUMA. A change n daily routine, ror
example moving mTo new accomaoda-
Tion ox Travelling, may also cause
sleep problems.

Some people will opren spend Their
waking hours 1 bed, when They cannor
sleep, mulling over the problems of
The day and experiencing reelings of
panic about The coming day. The ract

That They are unable 1o sleep becomes
an addrrional concern 1o wull over and

sleep 1s even less Likely To come.

Usually the sleep problea disappears

when the stresspul situation
changes. This

Type

woriinG  and night Time schedule, and
working or dong other wentally -
Tense actinmes rIGhT kepore or ger-
TING INTO Bed.

 Shirrwork

Shipr work porces you o Try To sleep
whei activimies around you - and your
own “biological rhythms” signal you
70 be awake.

® Jer Lag

Travelling across several Timse zones

puts your biological rhythws “our of
sync”. You can't

prEvent jJet
lag, . bur you oy
‘ "\ . ke able 10
winmise
The  ef-
Fecrs ky

sTracting sleep environment such
roowm that's Too hot or cold, Too

PAarRTHER.

WHAT ARE THE THINGS THAT
1 CAN DO THAT WILL HELP ME
SLEEP BETTER?

Good sleep hygiene

Nor all of sleep hygiene rules swit all
people, you will need To Try Thea and
Jevise sTravTegles That seew To work
best por you. What 1s one person's
“sleep elixan” may well be another per-
SON's poison.

* Go 10 bed at the same Time each day
* Ger up at The same Time each day.

* Exercise regularly.

* Keep the Temperature 1n your room
comportable.

s Keep the room ouiet when sleeping

"+ © Keep The room dark enough. Use dark

klinds or wear a mask 1r needed.
« Use your bed only ror sleep and sex.

~ Your ked should ke associated with

sleep. Ir you believe That reading, lis-
Tentng To The radio, or soae other -
ked actvity helps you o pall asleep,
Then do so but do IT no longer Than
about 20 minuTes.
+ Take a wara bath berore keo.
= Driitk a glass or warm onlk berore
ked. Milk contamns an amino acid
That is converted 10 a sleep-enhanc-
1mG compound t the ram.
* Try relaxarion exercises when
you Go 7o bed. Think about a re-
laxing scene. Practise Oeep
muscle relaxarion exercises.
Relax your muscles, keginming
with your reet and working your way
up To your head. Use a relaxarion Tape

sleep, and pollow, this routine as REGU-
larly as possible. Even on weekends.
* Eliannare the bedroom clock. You can
SeT your alarm bur place 1t n a posi-
TIOR That 1s 1ot visikle prom bed.

* Eat a Light bedrime snack. Hunger
can Oisrupt sleep

Avoid The rollowing:
* Never try 70 sleep. The mo;
TRy T sleep, The more aroused
will Ger. Do something 10 dis
yourselp. Adaprt the ancient Tas
counting sheep with a arore modern day
boring Task.

* Don't count the hours you sleep;
whenever you wake up reasonably re-
Freshed you have had enough sleep. You
way ke sleeping more than you think.
Sleep laboratory studies have shown
that we Tend 10 underesmimare the
amount or Time we sleep kerween
awakenings.

* Don't exercise just kerore going o
bed. Exercise at least three houxs ke-
rore bednime. Exercise within three
hours o Gong 10 bed may acrually
keep you awake because your body has
not had a chance 1o "unwind”.

* Don't Take naps durang the day.
* Don't engage i mentally stiomula
MG ACTIVITY JUST berore Going o beo.
For example, watching an excrmng or
disTURBING prOGRAM 0N TV.

* Avold carrene, nicotine and alcobol
i The late aprernoon and evemng.
Capreine and wicotine can delay your
sleep, and alcohol may mrerrupT your
sleep later 1 the mghr.

« Don't Lie awake por more than haly
an boux. (see kelow - recondirioning)
* Don't ke Too hot 0r 100 cold.

Stress Management

Ir you are not sleeping kecause you
are WORRYING aboutr something that 1s
happening n your lire, the best thing
To 00 15 70 do something akour The prob-
lear. Perhaps you can't remove the
problem but you can do some construc-
Tive Things like:

Dur1ng The day, Talk To someone abour
the problem. Seek support prom
rriends or a proyessional counsellox.
MosT of The thinking and worrying thar
we 00 n bed needs 1o ke done - 11 Just
does 1ot heed To be done w ked. Ir you

are Lymng tn bed and net being able To

IF geTTing To sleep or staywig asleep
at night 1s a problem, naps are prob-
~ably not ror you.

e HAppLig, 1T may or may not
I IPROVING Your mght Time

rywng, here are Thre
° SIT Up and wr

IF YOU STILL CANNOT SLEEP:

IF you have Tried the above suggestions
and your sleep ‘p?{o%lems CONTINUE TO
PERSIST ahd nnek;eke with The way you
reel or punction btmmg the day, a visit
10 a counsellor or ﬁacrex Izeip way be
REQUIRE).

minutes) ror thinking:
his should end at I

it you are

To get The arosT use o Tbls strr yorr'll
Fmo That 1T 1s opTen belp}:m', "{9 keep a

en days 10 10enTIgy JusT how osuch sl.e&p
‘R€ GETTING 0VeRr a pexwé op Tiose
what you may ke doing To inter-
ThiT. I your diary record sleep‘
oes, wlm'r you onally con-

To nap or not 10 nap?
The and-aprernoon sluap o
experience, even when we've s
suGgests thar the buman koo
meant 10 nap. There's nck
dence That a 15-20 onn
lertness, shar

If Blackbeard had got more sleep he would
have been a much nicer person.

diary of your sleep halits ror abour”

A nice mug of warm
milk. That'll soon have
him nodding off.

Tablets can be Taken ror no more than
Two weeks, because They may actually
make imsoonna worse aprer this Time.

I you thik you need 1o Talk with a

counsellor abour concerns causng you
sleepng dipprculies call:

The Counselling Service
The Umversity o Adelaide
83035663

Ir you thutk you wneed an apportoent
For a medical evaluation related o
your sleep dirpreulties, call:

The Health Service
The University of Adelaide
83035050

The Repatriation General Hosprral at
Daw Park, tn Adelaide runs a Sleep
Disorders Unit. IT adopts a andi 0is-
ciplnary approach To dagnosts and
management of sleep problems.

This mpormation provides a general
OVERVIEW OH IHSOMMIA and ayay noT ap-
ply To everyone. Talk To you umver-
sty student counsellox o docror 10
pnd out 1y Ths inpermation applies 1o
you A TO GET MI0RE INFORQMTION ON
hs subject




THEATRE FOR THE FILM

Unidentified Human Remains and the True Na-
ture of Love

State Theatre Company
Director: Rosalba Clemente
Playhouse

11 - 26 September

Unidentified Human Remuains and the True Nature of
Love is an extraordinary play, done absolute jus-
tice in Rosalba Clemente’s recent production for
State Theatre.

The work of young, gay, Canadian playwright
Brad Fraser, it is a youthful, hip, vibrant, and
highly contemporary story of the intermeshing
lives of a group of thirty-somethings. Filled with
all the symptoms of the urban wasteland, set in a
landscape of recreational drugs, binge drinking,
casual sex, self-constructed identity, angst and ex-
perimentation, it is a powerful depiction of urban
experience, juxtaposing the banality of shopping
mall culture with the brutality of serial killing,
documenting the pursuits of the city-dweller, the
cold harsh anonymity of the city, the extremes of
human experience, the almost impossible battle
of human good against human evil, and the uni-
versal desire to be loved, truly, not through ad-
diction, obsession or deception, but on a real, pro-
foundly human level. Unidentified Human Remains
is theatre for a young contemporary generation,
raised on art-house cinema, yet it manages to far

outreach the confines of this narrow typology, and
comment truly and profoundly on human life and
human experience.

Clemente’s production is superb in almost every
aspect. Highly theatrical, it fully exploits the ex-
tremes of comedy and pathos in
Fraser’s

script.

Brisk, crisp
scenes full
of quick,
sharp wit
and repartee
are set against
slow  cho-
ruses, weav-
ing together
the lives of in-
dividuals into a
rich tapestry of | urban
experiences. Stories of innocent love and experi-
mentation are contrasted with urban myth hor-
ror stories of serial killings, which are in turn set
against the reported actions of a real serial killer.
Timing throughout the production is superb, and
the audience is taken on a roller-coaster ride
through both the agonies and ecstasies of urban
existence. Clemente’s production is hauntingly
atmospheric, and poignant above all is the sense
of isolation one receives from this play set in the

GENERATION

heart of a bustling city.

Contributing strongly to the atmosphere of the
production, Robert Kemp has produced a fantas-
tically architectural set, cold, stark, harsh, urban,

yet, like the

play, changed by a
simple lighting al-
teration into a
warm, human inte-
rior. The interior
and exterior lives
of the characters
in the play are
echoed in the fan-
tastic ambiguity
between
interiority and
exteriority in
the set.
Mitchell Butel and Colleen
Cross lead a superb, tightly knit ensemble of lo-
cal theatrical talent, whose performances are both
emotional and confronting. Canadian accents,
however, occasionally slip, and require the exer-
cising of some prudent suspension of disbelief.
Nonetheless, with Unidentified Human Remains,

State Theatre have tackled a piece of theatre for 't

the film generation, and acquitted themselves
superbly.

Janak Mayer

The Misanthrope

Brink Productions

Director: Timothy Maddock

The Balcony Theatre, Gouger St.
16-27 September

It seemed to have all the right ingredients. A
young, vibrant, energetic theagrec NP
basing themselves ifi. G
offerings Mojo and T
out hits of the Fringg
Maddock, former artj
funct Red Shed Theatr
Architect’s Walk was a
Pestival. Aradical new
classic satire The Misan}
still in thyming verse, f.s
industry. Certainly a v S
opening for the new rec
ment grant, but one whi
ising and exciting. Sadly &
quite met.
Aphenomenally audacio
tions’ recent performance
whilst commendable for it
ity, fell slightly short of the
piece of classic satire, refres
- made suddenly relevant thro

‘16  On Dit

On the Brink
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a film industry settmg, it edged far to frequer

isanthirope to set it in modern times,

Brink have lost the beauty of the or1g1na1 scr1pt

and with it the source of the play’s greatness.

Rather than an elegantly crafted script given new

ha‘ve presented

should attract many university students,
neir youthful focus is one Adelaide much

heeds. I'wish, then, that Brink may have greater |

success in the future,

Janak Mayer -

tre for the price of a movie' is |




There is much hooing and
haaing around these days con-
cerning one’s ability to fulfil
one’s potential. This is not a
subject I normally care to dis-
cuss (insofar as there are any
subjects that the ¥lyGuy doesn’t
care to discuss; you may have
noticed a certain predisposition
towards incessant yapping on
my part), but I was reminded
recently of the old adage
wherein a young protagonist
with the potential to become the
world's greatest ever ice-skater
is born, raised, lives and dies in
a huge fucking great desert. No
| frozen ponds, no ice rinks, no
. fulfilling of potential (and, it is
implied (unjustifiably, in my
humble opinion), a pretty unsat-
isfactory life). Moreover, the
would-be skater (and, indeed, the
world at large) has no idea of
the potential being wasted and
the magnificent triple-back-flip-
spinny-thingies (my knowledge,
you see, extends even to the
realm of fipure skating) that are
| being missed. The whole thing
| kind of reminds me of the anti-
- abortion argument about what
| if Mrs Einstein had had an abor-
I tion (and the answer to that is
| still that Hiroshima probably
| wouldn’t have happened); we
| might have missed out on a lot,
but then we would never know
what we were missing out on,
and so it wouldn't really affect
us at all. In much the same way,
all those feotuses that have heen
aborted (and all those Xkids
through history who have died
young (and even old people who
died of unnatural causes (not to
mention all those potential peo-
ple who were never even con-
ceived))) could have made huge
contributions to other fields of
human endeavour, But they
didn't, and we don’t miss them.
This, T think, is why it's called
“potential”, You don’t know
you've got it until it manifests
itself. Like genital clams.

Anyway. We were talking about
ice skaters being horn in deserts.
While T sympathise absolutely
with any aspiring ice skaters
who happen to be born in a:
desert (although, might I sug-
gest, it is not a hopeless situa-
tion and there are (reasonably
obvious) courses of action one
can take to extricate oneself
from the situation), and I'm
rather fond of the images that
the concept evokes, I must be

POSITIONS AVAILABLE:

O’'BALL DIRECTORS -UPTO 3
O'WEEK DIRECTORS -UPTO 3
O'CAMP DIRECTORS-UPTO 3
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urfhef |n$°rma1'i°u Please coufacf -‘-he SAUA on 8’505 5‘106:;‘

o
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realistic and point out that the
whole notion of a great ice
skater being horn and raised and
whatnot in a desert is next to
impossible. This is because one
is not born a great ice skater,
but becomes one through years
and yearg of hard slog and grit
and practice and falling down
and freezing one's arse off. And
if you're living in a desert (I
should like to distinguish De-
tween actual deserts and the
deserts of this metaphor: real
deserts are not completely with-
out facilities and, as such (for
all T know), deserts may (or may
very soon, what with the rapid
development of technology in
the modern age, and the ever-
increasing need for space for
people to live and so the proc-
ess of colonisation of habits pre-
viously held to e too hostile
for humans and the pressures
that can be applied to town plan-
ners to provide adequate ‘skat-
ing rinks for the populace) have
good skating facilities (probably
indoors), but this should not
overshadow the nseful device of
the imaginary desert of the
metaphor, wherein a desert is
simply a place devoid of ice
rinks, nothing more, nothing
less), you're probably not going
to have sufficient opportunity
to practice, and so will never
become a great ice skater.
Sorry, bub.

But this is not all bad news. The
up side to this is that anyone,
irrespective of where one is horn
and with what and whatnot, can
do anything. Now, it is not, nor
is it ever, my intention to he all
ingpirational and stuff (such acts
are uniformly, in my opinion, a
whole bag of codswallop), but
if you look at the jobs that most
people are doing and how well
they do them and what they did
to get them there, it is really
true that anyone can do any-
thing. Most people are incom-
petent. This is why there is so
much frustration that results
from people trying to deal with
other people in a professional
capacity. TPeople don't know
how to do their jobs. It there-
fore follows that you don't need
to know how to do a joby to get
a job, and it follows from this
that anyone could get that job.
Since this applies to all jobs,
anyone can get any job. QED.

FlyGuay
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North Terrace

Elizabeth House
231 North Terrace
Adelaide

How can I stop? -
Stop feeling what | fel
Why do | feel like this’
What the hell am | fe Telephone: 8223 2713
Is it physical, gealousy resu
Why am I so sure? -
Too far friends. Everyone Tells
How can | be so sure’? |
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| want more.
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Peak is a herbal remedy that helps increase

stamina and endurance when you need it most.

Look for it in pharmacies or healthfood stores.

Havenhall Pty Ltd. |609 Botany Road, Botany NSW 2019, Tel (02) 9316 9810.
Peak conitains Panax Ginseng and Ginkgo Biloba, NFAA[0561-98/07. H&T HAVO3 1.




Questions:

.) Do you think sporting people are deserving of their hero status?
2.) Who is your favourite sporting personality?

3.) Which Adelaide sports star would make a good pirate?

Brandon
[.) They train hard, so yeah.
2.) Mark Bickley.

3.) Nigel Smart.

Christian

.I.) Yeah, in a way. I'm not a Crows fan but football is
important to the state. it is so important to the majority
of ‘people, both here and Victoria, so it's good | sup-
pose.

2) Me. I'm an Adelaide Uni boat star.
- 3) Bamacle_ Bill.

Malcolm
1) No. A lot of people who do more important things

are,

2.) I don’t follow sport so | don’t have one.
3.) John Olsen.

Judy & Margaret
L) ]: Well, were going to the parade so what do you
think?

M: No. | just enjoy a parade.
2.) |: Darren Jarman.

M: Tania Van Heer.
3.) J: Graham Cornes,

M: John Platten.

Kent
[.) The Crows are, yes. Because theyre superstars. But
we should celebrate other people too.

2.) Peter Caven.
3.) Kane johnson.

Alex & Celia
1) A: 1 didn’t know they were heroes.

C: Probably not as much as otrher people who do
other things.
2.) A: Girl hockey players.

C: | don’t follow sport. My boyfriend who plays bas-
ketball.
3.) A: Tony Modra because of his violent tendencies.
C: 1 agree. | know that's a cop out...

Mark & Kylie
1) M: Hell yeah. Because We just got back to back.
K: They bring in the money, so | guess they do.
2.) M: Oh, it's hard to pick from eighteen. Andrew
MclLeod.

K: Tania Van Heer.

3.) M: Tony Modra. Everyone hates him, but in a good
way.

K: Katherine Harby.

On Dit 21
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I went to the Crows parade last Tuesday. Sur-
rounded by my stereotypical patriotic South
Agstralians, I'was struck, nay, dazzled, by one
th¥ng. And this thing was, in fact, several
y tl?lngs: Crows supporters are, in fact, a broadly

diverse bunch. Bear in mind when I make this
statement that my exposure to Crows fans is
typically quite minimal, since I am the sort of
guy who will happily sit at home and watch a
game on television but will never fork out the
funds for the pleasure of sitting in the midst of
a screaming, stripy, sweaty mass. I am yet to
determine if this is because I am cheap or be-
cause I prefer it that way. Or because I'm lazy.
But the upshot is that I have very rarely (twice
now, in fact: this year’s parade and last year’s
parade) been exposed to Crows fans on a large
scale, and so my perceptions have been col-
oured predominantly by media portrayal of the
said fans. This, as no-one will be surprised to
learn, is not entirely accurate and rather one-
dimensional. And so, ever keen to set the
record straight, On Dir presents the following
Guide To Crows Fans. Stick it on your fridge.

Old Fans vs. Young Fans

Now, when I say “old”, I'm talking about
chronological, wrinkled aging. This is not a
measure of how long one has been a Crows
{an (that’s coming up). The interest in older
fans is that they, presumably, have been fol-
lowing football for many years (although this
is not always true, and as such I should prob-
ably concern myself with “Long-ierm football
fans Crows fans” rather than “Old Tans™, but
short and catchy is good), Having followed
football for so long, they have seen the way in
which the sport has changed from a Saturday
afternoon game of intersuburban rivalry and
fierce club loyalty, Lo what |
is often atfectionately re-
ferred to as “the modern |
game”, in which a football
career is a career, players
arc traded without a sec-
ond thought for club loy-
alty and salaries for the top
players are through the
roof. I lind it interesting
that, given this relatively |
recent metamorphosis in |
the game of football
andthe lact ihat the Crows |
are ol one of the more re-
¢ent and dramatic mani-
festations of this metamor-
phosis, that so many of the
older generation can bring |
themselves to be such die-
hard Crows supporters. [ don’t think it’s bad.
1 just think it's surprising. Y also wonder how
many of the young fans, especially the really
young (ten or so years old) fans, realise where
the game has come from, how different it is,
and how responsible for it they are.

Trendy Fans vs. Die-hard Fans

This isn’t something that applies especially to

football, so I don’t know why Iincluded it. It’s
a phenomenon more exclusively reserved for the
various fields of popular arts, wherein fans who
have followed an artist’s career from the begin-
ning (before they “made it") feel bitter and re-
sentful (and also superior) to the fans who just
came along lately and jumped on the bandwagon.

Sports_fans (unsurprisingly) are nowhere near
as snobbish or elitist as this and will generally

welcome on board anyone willing to belt out the

club song at the top of their lungs after one too

many. Still, there is some tension between those

who go to every game and have been to every

game for years, and those who just come along

to the grand final for a sticky-beak. This ten-

sion may be at least partly due to insufficient

ticket allocations. 1 make no judgements,

Club Fans vs. State-pride Fans

A pretty obvious division, really, and one that
was especially apparent at a parade that wouldn’t
have taken place if it hadn’t been for the Crows
and yet at which we were supposed to be hon-
ouring our successful teams who represent us in
other sports. Of which, by the
way, there are more than a few |
-men’s and women’s basketball
and netball were represented at |
the parade, but there's also peo-
ple like the Commonwealth |
games team (whose Thursday g
parade I didn’t go to, so that }
might tell you which sort of fan |
Iam), Pat Rafter, Mick Doohan,
our national (not our state,
though) cricket team, and prob-
ably numerous others that don’t
spring immediately to mind -
which suggests that as a state
and as a country, if
there’s one thing we do
do right, it’s sport. Any-
way, there are people who follow the
| Crows because they love the Crows, and
there are people who follow the Crows
because every now and then they have the
opportunity to kick the Victorians off the
park. Which, incidentally, is one reason
| State-of-Origin football is in the hole it’s
| in - every week is State-of-Origin week.
| It should be possible to determine which
of these categories people fit into by as-
saying their support for the Power, but this
| doesn’t always work becausc a lot of peo-
ple who are rational in every other way
hate the Power for no good or justifiable
reason. Notme. I’'m a Power fan. I just
| go to Crows parades when they win.

Self-congratulatory Fans vs. Cynical
Fans

What? Now, you're thinking, I have taken my
in-depth analysis a step too far. You could well
be right, but I would urge you to still read on.
There are fans who, with every success or fail-
ure of their team, will take the result to heart
and stagger or bounce around for the duration
of the following week on a vicarious high or low.

These fans are idiots who take their sport much
too seriously and need to learn to experience their
own emotions. Then there are the fans who won’t
let a loss get them down because they know that,
really, it had nothing to do with them. But at the
same time, these fans never truly experience the
euphoria of a big win, because they are constantly
reminding themselves that, really, it had nothing
to do with them. You will usually
find them getting drunk in a vain at-
tempt to achieve the same heights of
euphoria. This is ill-advised.

So. Educalticonal, or a waste of space?
Enlightened, or spurious? I would
suggest that it does not matter, for it
is only a game, and you shouldn’t
spend so much time thinking about
it. Go and kick a ball around, for
God’s sake.

Chris Slape
Neill’s
Pre-Gamsat®

Preparatio!
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This Life Within the first four episodes Miles is preoccupied with
(episodes 1-4) Delilah (The house guest who’s overstayed her welcome
BBC Television with everyone except Miles); Anna is preoccupied with.
Miles, and her work opportunities; Mllly is conce

Having already seen the entire s with her fast track

read the book and scoured
website, I guess you could say that T "
was well prepared to review the
video release of the first four epi
sodes. I was. However, that ¢
undermine the enjoyment I got
piecing the plot back together from
the start.

Miles (Jack Davenport), Milly
(Amita Dhiri), Bgg (Andrew Lin-
coln), Warren (Jason Hughs) and
Anna (Daniela Nardini) are all
twenty-something lawyers living to-
gether in a sharehouse located in th
inner city of London. It’s a soap op
era with artistically rough camera. o
work, plus a strong taste of reality.” pis
Each day provides a new challenge,
4 new case, a new love interest.

N

Money Talks
(1997). Director: Brett Ratner.
Charlie Sheen, Chrls_’luck.
Heather Locklear, Paul Sorvi
Roadshow Entertainment

I reviewed this video with son
luctance, The blurb on the covcrs d
it was a $40 mllllon (]O]]dl‘ :

dubious ¢laims b
cal L expected somet hing
also had Char i (

‘bam"action. C

wiseguy very mu
* young Eddie Mur ;
warned!) a real clever d1c

ho add to the main story. There is
be reasonably big in . a fortune teller and a saxophone
also the executive producer of this | player who seem to be the ones di-
filum. Escaping from the Frogs he | recting the lives of these people.
needs help from Mr Sheen. The rest | Allin all, an entertaining film.

of the movie is all about escaping the | Polly.

clutches of the cops, both honest and
bent, the nasty French men and some
of the people Franklin owes money
to. It all leads to a climax of much
pyrotechnia in the LA Colosseum.
Despite my doubts expressed earlier
Iliked the movie. Paul Sorvino plays
Ms Locklear’s rich Italian papa and
plays it well, one of the highlights as
far as I'm concerned.

Dave Matthews




For Richer or Poorer

(1997), Director: Bryan Spicer
Kirstey Alley, Tim Allen

CIC

For Richer or Poorer looks like one
of those American comedies that are
just one-joke films. Fortunately this

(Klrstey Alley) ei"alfbutterﬂy.

The film opens

couple has to make a‘quick bréak fo

it. By accident they end up posing

as an Amish couple in a small Amish
settlement. This is the point where
you expect the one joke to be
stretched out for the rest of the film,

| 'hvmg wrthout con

jith their account--
ant preparing to skip the country.af-~
ter swindling millions off them. The

tax department is closing in and the

and being better than that, this is the
section where For Richer or Poorer

comes into its own. The Amish peo-
ple are portrayed as real people rather

than an insulting caricatiire, and are
part of the salvationof the previously
greedy and caprtahstrc couple. Of

veniences and having
to work out their dif-
ferences without law-
yers, It ends up mter—

A fun laugh, pure es
capism.
DD

Twilight
Director: Robert Benton
Paill Newman, Susan Sarandon,

‘Gene’ Hackma_n

Pagamount Pig trlres_ |

In this glossy, up- market tale of mur-
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Helen Chandler

Hackman), Harry finds
himself at the height of a series of
murders which turn out to be con-
nected to a long buried history of
scheming and deceit which it will
become his job to decipher.

der and mystery Paul Newman plays
‘Harry Ross, a. c_iowntrodden

" Newman does an exceptional job at
;the head of the cast, as does Susan

Sarandon in her role as Catherine
Ames, the seductive Hollywood ac-
tress and wife of Jack (Gene
Hackman) In fact performances are,
almost without exception, very solid
and it is ot diffieult to feel empathy

£ins to drag, but this is almost for-
givable as there is enough suspense
and intrigue to keep you watching,
and it is unpredictable enough to
keep you guessing right to the end.

Nadia Butler.
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Can't Hardly Wait
Now Showing
Hoyts, Greater Union

| must admit that | wasn't especially inv
pressed by this movie, but the fact that
pretty much the whole audience at the
packed preview at Regent were laughing
through the entire film compels me to say
nice things. Oh yeah, that and Jennifer
Love-Hewitt (| am a heterosexual male, af-
ter all).

A graduation party is taking place at some
poor young girl's house (listed as 'Girl
Whose Party It Is" in the credits) while her
parents are away, and everyone is there.
The PromKing and Queen, Amanda (Love-

- Empire Records) has heard the news and
is preparing himself for the moment of his
life: confessing his love to Amanda. He
comes to the party with a letter prepared
and a friend desper-

Hewitt - Party of Five, I |
Know What You Did
Last Summer) and
Mike (Peter Facineli),
have broken up and
the catch-cry has
spread, "Amandatis sin- {
gle” The party is huge
and the energy of the
event loses nothing in
translation; if you don't
notice the non-stop |
party music through
the film, stick around
for the credits and |
start counting...

Preston (Ethan Embry

ately trying to stop him
from embarrassing him-
self. Early in the night
though, the friend,
Denise (Lauren
Ambrose), finds herself
in her own dilemma:
trapped in a bathroom
with gangster wanna-
be, Kenny (Seth Green
- Austin Powers).

Behind all of this, prepa-
rations are being made
by a trio of nerds for re-
venge on jock Mike, who
has constantly

harrassed them their entire high schoal
lives. But while his two partners are engag:
ing in mock light-sabre battles outside,
Wiliam (Charles Korsmo) inadvertently
makes himselt the party king after tasting
his first alcoholic beverage.

If you're keen on this kind of stereoypical
American high school romp, get into it, be-
cause this is probably the best | have seen;
the energy and pace are fantastic and the
characters bold and humorous. If you're
after some briliant cinema, forget it; aside
from a slight detour from the original girl
of-your-dreams storyline, this fimis just too
bloody predictable. But for a good night
out with some friends, Car't Hardlly Waitis
just the thing.

andrew four

The Truman Show
Now Showing
Selected Cinemas

Iheard a story from a friend abott a triend
of his living in Canada who wanted to see
The Truman Show with an American audi-
ence, to see their reaction. So he drove
down to Detroit, got his ticket in a packec]
house and sat down to enjoy the movie.

A little into the fim everyone would faugh
whenever Jm Carrey came on, they'dlaugh
at whatever he did or said, until they real-
ised it wasn't that funny. By about half-way
through people were walking out of the cin-
ema.

The Truman Showis about a guy, Trumarn
Burbank, who was adopted as a baby by a
television studio, raised by actors playing his
parents, and now lives in a world of his own,

||

housed in a giant sound studio. His every
move -

ment is |
broad-
cast on a
24 hour
television
show, and
he has be-
come a
cult hero
for box-
watchers
every-
where. But you know all this. You've seen
Entertainment Tonight or The Midday Show
or something taking about it, I'm sure. So
maybe | should tel you the stuff you may
not have heard yet. The Truman Showis
not a comedy. | can't make this statement

clear enough. There's funny bitsin the movie,
but it doesn't fit the genre at all. Lot's of
people who love Jim Carrey are going to go
along expecting to see the next instalment
of Ace Ventura: Pet Detective. Other peo-
ple will
refuse to
see it be-
cause they
can't stand
Carrey.
This is a
pity. The
people
who  will
stay away
‘on princi-
ple’ are probably the ones who would get
the most out of the fim.

Peter Weir has put together an extraordi-
nary fimin The Truman Show. It has been
said that an American could not have made
Truman, that it cuts a fittle too close to the
bone. Im not so sure. | think maybe some-

ane ke Steven Soderber g might have pulled
it off, but at the same time it wouldn't have
been nearly so accessible. Weir is essei
tialy a popular director, but that doesn't cle-
tract from his artistry. | have one word for
you: pathos. Look it up. This film has it in
spades.

[dort want to get too gushy over how great
an actor Carrey is; he's no Robert Burke or
Martin Donovan. But he is perfect for the
role, and he actually surprised me with his
understanding of the character; his perform-
ance s -on Carrey standards - unclerstated.
And Hollywood's most underrated actor, Eci
Harris, is the embociiment of cynicism as the
show's creator, Cristof, a man who lkes his
privacy.

On the whole, | thirk this is a fim everybocly
should see. Not something I'd normally say
about a ‘message fim', but, hell, it's damn
good.

JD.

fronTHES

Hope Floats
Now Showing

Selected Cinemnas.

Hope floats, Well it certainly does for Birdee
Pruitt (Bullock) after all of hers is gone.
Washed away by her touchstone, her high
school sweetheart, husband, and father of
her child Bernice (Mae Whitman), when he
admitted to having an affair on a Ricki-Lakish
show. Birdee (which is guite a name), after
finding that her “best friend” was shagging
her man behind her back, decides to make
the pilgrimage back home to Smithvile, Texas
with her daughter Berrice, Here she finds
od flame Justin Matisse (Connick Jr), whois
acharacter symbolically placed to represent
her past. He represents al that she has lost
- since traling after her husband to Chicago.
- Finally here is a story about a woman trying
to find her own without a man.
No, the feminist revolution has not found its

way to Smithville for there is always a sense
that Birdee (tweet tweet) was not whole
without a

ke the Marlboromanrealy (except he didn't
smoke). One event that Justin and Birdee

arrived
man by | at  to-
her side. gether
Perhaps | was the
am looking inevita-
too unfa- ble barn
vourably at dance;
t h e there
storyline. | was line
Coupled dancing,
with aglorf- square
ous sound- dancing,
track Iwas {a n d
amazedto dammit
find that there

there are

at least two songs by that Canadian legend
Bryan Adams (no duets with Barbara 'm
afraid). With Smithvile being in the deep
south; the cinematography gave a strong
sense of being in Texas. Everywhere that
Justin went he had his pristine white cow-
boy hat and dirty chambray shirt on, quite

were alot of hats too. Thisis a phenomenon
that we here in South Australia do not un-
derstand | do not think, a man is obviously
respected for the curvature of the hat... ke
the mullet cut really - the lucky man is re-
spected for the length of growth traiing
behind his neck,

How does this surprising, not to mention

unigue American drama end? Well dear
reader, let me pose the guestion: is there
ever an American movie in which the chick
does not become complete without & man?
Does she ever struggle? Birdee Pruitt cer-
tainly does not. While she has to come to
terms with her emotional past where she
lost her hope, her love, and afl that was im-
portant to herself really (but she has her
daughter). Through Justin her hope floats
again: he is the Yin to her Yang: he is the
Bryan to her Barbara: he is the Fred to her
Wilma. Although a trifle predictable at times
(what, youdidn't see that story ine coming?)
there are some truly touching moments, Yes
it does go beyond line dancing and hat fet-
ishes. Let's hope that Bullock’s Academy
Award Nomination for this role helps her to
realise that she should really stay away from
such predictable, emotional things. While she
may win the Oscar, | will never forget the
commitment to her role as Birdee - who
floated her hope when the right man came
along.

Jocelyn Mibark




Nothing to langh at.

Funny Games
Now Showing
Cinema Nova

The first person who attempted to
review this film for On Dit walked
out half way through it, as did a
few other people. FJunny Games is
not an easy film to watch. You
know this from the beginning of
the film when soothing Classical
music is abruptly interrupted by
Punk Thrash and blood red cred-
its. The storyline is reasonably
basic. Two teenagers (Arno JFrisch
and Frank Giering) invade the
summer home of a rich family
(Susanne Lothar, Ulrich Muhe and
Stefan Clapczynski) and hold
them hostage while they play
some ‘games"to see who they will
kill first. 9n fact the storyline is so
basic, it is highly predictable in
parts of the film.

What makes Junny Games so
hard to watch is the way director
Michael Haneke has put the film
together. Rather than showing

the result of violence, he hints at it
or draws the camera back to shiow
what has happened but without
detail. There are also scenes ivi the
filmwhich
seem to
bein ‘real
time
rather |
than
‘screen
time"”
which
make
thewm
agonis-
ingluy
long. The |

thing

that most affects the viewer how-
ever, is when Arno Frisch turns to
the camera and winks and talks
to us. He draws us into his world
and makes us a part of the vio-
lence. He lets us know that we are
voyeurs and are as sick as he s for
watching him. By the end of the
film you don't know who you hate

more, the assailants for what they
are doing, the director for manipu-
lating you into feeling different
emotions or yourself for being
sucked in by the film, a piece of fic-
tion.

Haneke is making a statement
about
violenice
in  film
but the
viewer
| won't re-
alise until
the end
of thefilm
or even
| after it is
| finished.
| Yn a cn-
ema we
have no
control over what happens in the
film, we stay or we leave. On video
we can stop the tape and come
back toitlater,we can fast forward
through the tense or boring parts,
turn the sound off so we can't hear
the screaming or if we are so in-
clived, and Y believe some people
are, pause the tape at particularly

gruesome moments. We play wj

the violence on the screen. What

happens If the power to control is
taken from us and given to some
one in the film? This is what hap-
pens in Junny Games.

In the cinema, our senses are
heightened, everything is much
more real. Unless we are con-
sciously thinking ‘this is fiction”, it
is so easy to become mixed up in
the drama. Only when the film is
finished do we remember it is a
piece of fiction but what happens
to the more simple minded of us
who have problems determining
that? In my opinion, good cinema
affects us in some way, whether it
be good or bad, and that is what
Junny Games did. Was the film
entertaining? No. Was it enjoy-
able? No. Was it a good film (piece
of cinema)? UYes. I would recom-
mend Funny Games to anyone
who studies film or is interested in
theways itworks. Jor anyoreelse,
9 would say be wary, be very
wary.

Chris Bolland

Rrockn roll Dudel

Dead Set
Now Showing
Cinema Nova

The Australian alternative music
scene is incredibly diverse and try-
ing to cover itallin a
70 minute documen-
tary is a pretty tall
order. With the aid of
some carefully cho-
sen themes and a
broad selection from
‘the vanguard of
Australian music' in-
cluding You Am 9,
Spiderbait, Crow and
Augie March, Rob
Payre has put to-
gether a very funny
and incisive film.
Backed by footage
from festivals, pubs
and clubs all over the g
country, Deadset
features interviews with members of
over a dozen bands wherever they
might likely be found on a day off:
the pub, the street, their cars, the
mens toilets. Some of the one-liners
are classic, and most are spawned
of an afternoon on the ‘Aussie band
diet’, V.

A lot of the film focuses on the us-
versus-America problem, which gets
alittle tedious by the end, especially
since everyone in the film agrees
that we are not comparable artisti-

cally. What comes across through

wiany of the interviews is the odd
opinion of many Australian artists,
that in some way success in the US
is non-Australian, that it somehow
goes against the whole tradition of
our nation’s music scene. Then
comes the refresh-
ingly open ambi-
tion of Grinspoon's
Phil Yamieson: “Jd
love a Lear jet, a
pushbike would be
i nice butfuck alear
jet!” Chris of The
Presidents of the
United States gets
a look in with a hi-
larious song about
the many stere-
otypical  Aussie
traits, and thetales
of party = after
drunken  party
| While getting used
to freedriviks riders
are endless: "It's a steep learning
curve, let me tell you!”
The concert footage is energetic and
spectacular, especially when amidst
the madness that is the festival
mosh-pit. Perhaps the only main
let-down of the film is the sound
quality of some of the live music:
some tunes are a little muddy de-
spite the accompanying visual foot-
age being stunning, which I admit
was probably beyond Payne’s con-
trol coming from the mixing desk,

but it's still a little distracting. All in

all though, the film impressed m
and hopefully Il be able to get it o
video at some stage; in time it wil
stand as abrilliant snapshot of 90¢
Australian music culture.

RBut Istill don't like You Am Y.

andrew four

Sally

‘The ‘Tango Lesson
Now Showing
Cinema Nova

Well, 9 must say, 9 really enjoyed
this film. There is as muich Tango
davicing as anyone could ever
wish for. This film explores human
nature. Two people come to-
gether, both are used to being
leaders but for each to fulfill their
dreams, they each have to learn
to follow.

Pablo, a Tango dancer, wants to
be in the movies. Sally, a director,
wants to be a Tango davicer. This
is essentially a love story. It ex-
plores the love between two peo-
ple, and the love each has for their
work. Sally discovers that the fun
she first has while dancing be-
comes less glamorous and more
hard work the closer she gets to
her dream of performing the
Tanga on stage. Pablo discovers
that he is less and less comfort-

able being seen by Sally through
a camera lens the closer he gets
to his dreawm of being on film. 9n
the end, they learn from each
other.

This film is set in three countries
and spoken in three different lan-
guages, which works well. Jtis an
emotionally charged film that is
really enjoyable. It's also the kind
of film that you could see twice
and still enjoy it.

Polly

Film Sub-editors bit.
9J feel the need to add something
to this review because I also saw
this film and really liked it. Sally,
is Sally Potter, the director of
Orlando. 9 enjoyed this film not
just for the Tango and music but
for the fact that it commented on
film making and the industry. The
film featured real people, who
were talking about real events.
Sally created a play between fic-
tion and reality that was mind
bending. They talk about making
a film about Tango (in the future)
while they are actually making it.
How miuch of what happened was
real and how much was made up?
Was any of it real? This is a fan-
tastic film, a little self-indulgent at
times, and Sally Potter is a very
talented director. I loved Orlando
and I love this. Go and see it.
Chvris Rolland




The Sweet Hereafter
Now Showing
Palace Cinemas

In the small community town of
Sam Dent, British Colombia, a
school bus crashes into a frozen
lake, killing fourteen children and
injuring many others. Soon after,
Mitchell Stephens, a city Lawyer
(Ian Holm - Chariots of Fire, Big
Night, The Fifth Element) arrives
with promises to financially com-
pensate the distraught citizens for
their losses.

Adapted by director Atom Egoyan
from Russell Banks’ 1991 novel,
The Sweet Hereafter merges literary
detail with a large cinematic scope.
It is a superb film which is a con-
trast to the numerous big budget dis-
aster flicks to come out of America
in the past few years, Rather than
focusing on the crash itself, it is the
bitter aftermath that we are exposed
to, allowing us to feel isolated,

chilled and saddened with each of
the characters. Egoyan’s use of

fiash-backs and dramatic cut-aways
create
suspense
and re-
mind us
of the in-
gvitable
dread.

As alaw-
yer wres-
tling with
his own
troubles -
h i s
daughter
is an HIV
infected
drug addict, only calling reverse
from big American cities for money
- Holm is exceptional. His perform-
ance is quietly subdued as he lets
his character's rage manifest inside
while representing a town buried in
its own anguish. He is wonderful to

watch and is well supported by all
the grieving townsfolk including
Gabrielle Rose as the school bus
driver and Sarah Policy as Nicole,
the wheelchair-bound teenage sur-
vivor of the crash. It is Nicole, a
prime witness with a shocking per-

sonal history, who provides much of
the action in the second half of the
film. She is the catalyst for the films
prime metaphor, the use of Robert
Browning’s The Pied Piper of
Hamlin, read by Nicole to two chil-
dren on the last night of their lives.

Nicole is the lame boy of the poer
but it becomes clearer as the filr
gets deeper and deeper that she wag
emotionally crippled long before the
accident,

The Sweet Hereafter is Egoyan’s
first literary adaptation after othey
highly praised films, each exploring
personal themes and unique issues, |
Exotica, Speaking Parts, and The
Adjuster have all won accolades in
Canada and abroad and his latest ef-
fort has won three Cannes Film Feg.
tival awards and Academy Awarq
Nominations for Best Director and
Best Adapted Screenplay. Egoyan -
has an eerie style well suited to thig
film which deals more with absence
and things that are not said or done
than plot details and turning points,
The characters are all round and
complex, each with their own issues
and objectives to meet and they
make The Sweet Heredafter a com-
pulsive experience, for it is not a !
movie that can be merely watched, ":

Belinda Schaefer.

Small Soldiers
Now showing
Greater Union

A toy-designer, Irwin, (who is incapa-
ble of selling anything) is accompanied
by a more assertive guy, Larry, to an
appointment with the head of a large,
spare-no-expense product company.
The manager dreams of making intelli-
genttoys that talk, fight and interact like
people, and Larry lands the contract to
design them. He also makes sure that
the soldiers will be sufficiently intelli-
gent by choosing to use a chip created
by a defence organisation. This turns
out to be a mistake,
These expensive toys are designed to
fight each other; the very distinctive
Commando Elite team vs the
Gorgonites, only wanting to hide until
they find their lost island. Alan
(Gregory Smith), a mischievous high-
school kid, manages to get his hands
on these new loys, which results in the
toys wrecking his father’s toy store. He
takes Archer (voice Frank Langelia),
leader of the Gorgonites home with him
and learns of their struggle against
Commando Elite, Even though the toys
can cause very real damage, he feels
obliged to help them, with some help
from Christy (Kirsten Dunst). From
" then. on, they must protect the
Gorgonites, as well as themselves.
Eventually the baltle gets out of hand
and completely destroys a couple of
“houses in the otherwise peaceful Wins-
low Corners street,
The movie blends live action with CGI
(computer generated imagery). I had

8 On Dit
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reservations about the quality of anima-

=

tion, but this turned out to be un-
founded. The fact that the soldiers are
not flesh-and-blood raises interesting
issues, such as that of how to destroy
them: losing an arm or leg seems no
problem for Chip Hazard (voice
Tommy Lee Jones).

Asin most movies, there are wildly un-
realistic ideas presented as belicvable.

Suspend your judgement |
especially with respect to
that defence chip. This
will happen anyway as
the suspense grows - to a
surprisingly high level;
events are not always
predictable,

Don’t discount Small
Soldiers as a children’s
movie, It is a bit like
Gremlins in feel, but it has a lot that
will entertain the older audience too. It
is funny not because the characters are
constantly cracking jokes, but in more
diverse ways. Plenty of references to
other films, for example. And the barbie
doll transformations are unforgettable!

udit O’Vari

The Magic Sword: Quest for
Camelot

Now Showing

Academy Cinema City

Warner Brother’s first animated fea-
ture is a bright and bubbly children’s
film. It lacks the flair and slapstic
spontenaiety of your typi-
cal Warner cartoon (not
one hare in sight), but it
stands on its own against
the usval Disney stuff,

Set in Arthurian times it
tells the story of Kayley,
the daughter of a knight
of the round table. When
Kayley is young her fa-

ther (Gabriel Byrne) is killed protect-
ing King Arthor (Pierce Brosnan)
and Excalibur. This not only intro-
duces the bad guy (Ruber -the great,
excellent and spectacular Gary
Oldman), but also gives Kayley alife
long goal - to become a great knight
like her father. Skip to Kayley being

old enough to have a romantic inter- |
est and the story continues. Ruber’s |

i

griffin (Bronson Pinchot) manages

i
!

to snatch Excalibur but loses it ina |
deadly forest. Ruber’s forces march |
upon the family castle of Kayley and
her mother (Jane Seymour, singing |
voice of Celine Dion), taking them |
hostage and planning to use themn o !
get into Camelot. Kayley bravely .
escapes and begins the quest to find .
Excalibur. The forest she must enter |
is no ordinary forest. It is full of .
strange and deadly plants, which just
happen to provide a good deal of ‘
comic relief. Kayley is saved from |
the pursuing bad guys by Garrett

(Cary Elwes), a young blind man,

living in the forest. They join forces,

albeit reluctantly, to find Excalibur
and begin to move through the for- |
est. Along the way they meetthe very
funny two headed dragon (Eric Ldle [
and Don Rickles), who come along |
for the quest. Needless to Sy,

Excalibur is found, Camelot is saved |
after a fierce and entertaining battle, |
and Kayley and Garrett become he- 1
roes. The Magic Sword is an overall |
entertaining experience, with Mot
celebrity voices than you can poke u
the proverbial stick at ... oh, and just |
when you thought no more celebri- ?
ties could be found: Merlin is played |
by Sir John Gielgud! ‘

!
i
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Marilyn Manson
Mechamnical Animals
(BMG)

Maz is back and, of course, so is the contro-
versy. You can decide for yourself, with the
attached photo, whether or not the album
cover is offensive - personally, I fail to see it.
People just seem to be running out of things
to be outraged about when it comes to
Marilyn Manson: 'Shock is all in your head'
‘ (‘Rock Is Deadi).

I must say that this new album is a lot softer and less aggressive than
previous albums, and the album contains some very mellow and almost -
dare I say it - folky moments. 'The Speed of Pain' sounds like a lost track
from Pink Floyd's brilliant Animals album, and 'l Don't Like the Drugs (But
the Drugs Like Me)' could just as easy feature David Bowie on vocals. The
classic Manson.sound is still there though, and the loops and samples just
keep coming. 'Great Big White World' opens the album with Marilyn Man-
son's trademark morbidity: "In space the stars are no nearer/They just
glitter like a morgue”; and is followed by the current radio favourite, "The
Dope Show', which paints a pretty seedy and grim picture of fame and
drugs. This is a much broader collection of style and pace than previous
releases, and an excellent example of the band's sangwriting skills.

The cover has some hidden messages in it - yes, there is a practical pur-
pose for the blue plastic cover - including an alternate Marilyn Manson
website that takes its name from the album's closing track, 'Coma White’; 1
won't give you the address, you'll just have to buy the album, which you |
encourage you to do if you are a fan: you won't be disappointed. The site's
not up yet, though, so all you get for the moment is the message: 'Patients,
Patience'. There is an official site at www.marilynmanson.net from which I
draw my parting quote, from the man himself: "Listen carefully to the dig-
ital information we have compiled on this compact disc. It is a pill that can
make you anybody else. [ only hope that itis not me." Indeed. Go get some.

andrew four

LINCOLN COLLEGE\\
(THE UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE )

Applications are invited from suitably qualified wormen and men for the
positions in the College in 1999 of:

Residential Tutor(s)

Lincoln College is a residential college for tertiary students tocated in
parklands 15 minutes walk from the University of Adelaide and the
University of South Australia. It operates under the auspices of the
Uniting Church. The College community includes both local, interstate
and international students from some twenty countries.

Residential tutors should be willing to provide academic assistance,
inteHectual leadership and pastoral support to the resident members of
the College. Applicants should be mature, academically able, enthusiastic
people willing to play a leadership role in College life. They should be
committed to the goals of collegiate living and have an understanding
of the problems and needs of students living away from home.

The position of Residential Tutor is part-time and is therefore particularly
suited to junior members of academic staff, post-graduate students or
senior undergraduates with a demonstrated record of leadership and
academic success,

'Nominations fo
nation must be
reach the Retus
Renumeration is by way of substancial rebates on residential fees.

Applications should be lodged by 16 October 1998. The College reserves
the right not to appoint or to appoint by invitation.

For futher information or application forms contact the College on (08)
8290 6000 or write to:

The Principal
Lincoln College

45 Brougham Place
North Adelaide 5006 J
or email: p __gunn@Ilincoln.college.adelaide.edu.au

Dit




Eric Reed
Pure Imagination
(impulse! Records)

What can | say. Pure Imagination is pure department store material.
A jazzy yet light mix of piano, acoustic bass and drums, it would
provide ‘formal’ dinner time music, lounge music or even go well in
a classy elevator. Despite this, Eric Reed and co. seem to be good
musicians and although some of the songs sound like boring pieces
of tripe to me some parts have a real feel to them (a funky drum solo
in '42nd Street’), and at least there is no wanky vocals so it makes
okay background music. If however, you dig this smooth jazz
showtune scene, you might find this CD to be aurally fulfilling.

Eric Reed is the artist and he plays the pianoin a cool and laid back
style. Hailing from Philadelphia this is his fifth album, although the
first on which he has not written all of the songs. By redoing many
well known Broadway tunes he attempts to show that while a song
may be familiar, there is still room for musical expansion on it that
can give it a new feeling.

The music is all pretty mellow but some tracks have a bit of move-
ment. It's largely a jazz CD and included are faitly well known num-
bers like "You'll Never Walk Alone' (and what a grandiose song that
is), and 'l Got Rhythm'. Other familiar titles are, '42nd Street' and
'Send in the Clowns', so if that’s what you're into, then you will prob-
ably get into this.

Josh Rouse
Dressed Up Like Nebraska
(Slow River/Rykodisc)

Obscure Springsteen reference? Perhaps. The Boss's influence
stands out in Josh Rouse's Dressed Up Like Nebraska; Rouse’s
lyrics possess that same world-weary cadence and working-class
appeal. But to say that he was merely another Springsteen wannabe
would be missing the point of this new and [to a degree] fresh tal-
ent.

Rouse’s songs tell only half of their respective stories through their
lyrics. The other half comes through the music - through their float-
ing melodies and Rouse’s restrained, premeditaded delivery. Coun-
try with a dollop of rock and a dash of shuffie, the songs that make
up Dressed Up Like Nebraska seem to be the work of a much older
man, a Hank Williams or a Johnny Cash or a Tom Petty, not the kid
pictured in the inside cover. There's a maturity to the album over
all, especially on songs like “Late Night conversation” and “A Sim-
ple Thing”. Think Paul Kelly if he grew up in Indiana, going to barn
dances and listening to Merle Haggard and Roy Buchanan records.
[ think | get a little jaded to the whole music scene sometimes. But
then an album like Dressed Up... comes along and fills me with a
child-like faith in the possibilities. Josh Rouse is the real thing, a

singer/songwriter who doesn’t let his talent get in the way of the
music.

J.D.

Whatareya?
TISM
(Shock)

Thefirst single from the new albumis everything that we have come
tp expect from Tism. With their unique ability to offend the sensibili-
ties, and at the same time make you roll with laughter, Whatareya?
doesn’t stray from this successful formula. The single also includes
some interesting extras, with a spoken piece called “I'd Be Happier

If | Was More Depressed”. An almost necessity for any great music
collection.

Rock’'n’Roll Rodney.

Feel it
the Tamperer, - featuring Maya,

The Tamperer are doing very well in the UK, and Feel it is in the top
ten of the UK charts. But they are yet to break into the market here.
This kind of music is probably too authentic to survive on commer-
cial radio, and too commercial to make it on something like Fresh or
Coast. But it's a pretty funky techno anthem that would be good in
noisy pubs or riotous sixteenth birthday parties. The remixes aren’t
any better than the original Feel it.

Zoé Cole

2K (The Justified Ancients of Mu Mu)

***k the Millennium
(Liberation/Mute/Mushroom)

For those of you not old enough to remember the strangeness that
was the KLF and Tammy Wynette, listening to this Scottish, tribal
anthem to revolution or madness, is going to be a ***king disturbing
experience. A blend of techno, a (meaningless?) chant that gives
the song its name and a hymn sung by The National Retired Life
Boat Men's Choral Society, The Justified Ancients of Mu Mu have
outdone themselves in the strangeness department this time. The
use of that naughty word, however (no, not the word “however” you
fool, the word “fuck”), guarantees them less mainstream appeal than
their huge hit, “Justified and Ancient.” The CD single presents four
versions of the song, including one very different ("Version K"}, and
one very pointless "Version A" censored radio edit which is possibly
the crappiest radio edit I've ever heard, with a crude beep for every
third word of the song ~ "Beep the Millennium" sounds pretty beep-
ing stupid, eh?!

Marc Vickers

Killah Priest

Heavy Menial
(Geffen Records)

Killah Priest is a member of the Sunz of Man, a satellite group orbit-
ing around the ever-growing juggernaut that is the Wu-tang Clan.
An accomplished rapper, KP has recorded with the Wu-tang clan,
individua! Wu-tang members, the Gravediggaz, the John Spencer
Biues Explosion as well as Sunz material.

Heavy & mental is just what this album is. Heavy- clocking in at 20
tracks over more than 70 minutes. Mental- end to end lyric-focused,
Message with a capital ‘M’ hip hop. Seeing himself as both student
and teacher, KP’s vocal is rich in the language and wisdom of Is-
lamic, Hebrew and Christian traditions. The atmosphere of the al-
bum has a similar taste to Wu-tang material in that it exists in itfs
own slightly surreal world. However the world of KP has more to do
with Black Activism and the old Testament than the Ninja imagery
that the clan are so fond of. Case in point: “My mission,” says the
Brooklyn-born Priest, ‘is like that of Moses. I’ve gotta gather up the
sheep and take ‘em back to the holy land. I'm taking ‘em back to
peace.’ ‘
Ahem. Yes. Well. Indeed. His preaching on the plight of the Afro-
American can be a little wearing at timess, but then I'm not exactly |
KP’s target audience. 1
But helll, what is the album like? Well actually, quite good. The des-{
ignated hitter 'One Step' is a great opener with a pleasing & subtlel
female vocal accompaniment to KP’s call for social change. cher :
stand out tracks include the apocalyptic 'It's Over' -a track with a}
very cool pulsing backbeat , the cocksure ‘Fake Mcs', the stream-{
of-time/consciousness title track and the closing epic, ‘The Profes-|.
sional’. Album tracks are interspersed & bookended with atmos-},
pheric monologues that seemto be lifted from several movies. They ;
give the album a very cinematic quality, convincing you that Heavy}:
Mentalis Killah Priest’s life work.
So- yeah, it's pretty good( and that's a big rap from someone who}'
doesn't like hip hop). :p °
Steve Finney.

3% OnDit




Sureshot Sampler Volume 1

Sureshot Records

$12 + postage from 15 Clement St, Plympton, SA 5038
or from Big Star

In Adelaide, the alternative scene has been crying out for a CD such
as this. A year in the making, the Sureshot Sampler showcases the
talents of ten of Adelaide’s finest underground musicians. And the
style of music varies widely across the CD - from the country’s hard-
est hardcore act, Embodiment, schoolboy punk of Jemima, heavy
rock of Hone and industrial techno of Atlantis, right through to the
soothing acoustic guitar and flute of SUB. You've never heard of
these bands? That’s because they're underground. But not by choice
- each of these bands is fighting the den of hypocrisy that is the
Australian music scene and even the live music scene in Adelaide.
It is CDs such as this that help such unknown bands break into live
venues and perhaps even radio? (that might be hoping for a bit
much!) The theme running through the CD is not hard to pick - Marion
noisemasters Thinktank sing “All of this pain and sorrow/! just won't
take this anymore/I'm bulletproof each new dawn/and | am never
going back”. Chicago-based industrial outfit Atlantis (formerly of
Golden Grove) covers an encouraging Echoing Green track, and
the notorious Blackwood punk 4-piece Seraph’s Coal sing about
injustice. The bands on the CD have in common the fact that they
are all disillusioned with this world and want to change it for the
better. If you like hardcore, funk-rock, punk, industrial or metal, you
should buy this CD. 10 bands for $12!

Zane.

Various Artists:
Welcome to WOOP WOOP- OST
(Cherry/UMA)

The movie | can't tell you anything about, except that some local
money went into it. But | guess if you want to appeal to the big
movie-going audience in the States you can’'t have a soundtrack full
of ‘unknown’ Australian acts. It's a bit of a shame, a little mercenaty,
but that’s the sorry state of affairs. Well, there’s Merril Bainbridge,
Australia's purloined answer to Julianna Hatfield, and the produc-
ers’ one concession to the film’s country of origin. She's singing 'l
Got You Babe' with Shaggy, so it's hardly patriotic. There are some
winners here though. Cake do an exquisite version of the Davis/
Farres standard 'Perhaps, Perhaps, Perhaps', proving once again
that cool is a state of mind while kitsch is simply a lack of originality.
Poe and Reel Big Fish do credit to Rogers and Hammerstein’s |
Cain't Say So' and 'There is Nothin’ Like a Dame' respectively, while
Boy George gets up to his old tricks [musically] with 'Welcome to
Your Life'. | could take or leave Chumbawamba, but on the whole
this collection makes for a nicely rounded set.

J.D.

Keiko Matsui
Fulf Moon and the Shrire
(Rhythm Safari/lUMA)

If you’re into the whole New Age deal musically but pan-pipes and
rainforest birdcalls are wearing a little thin maybe you should try
Keiko Matsui. A pianist and composer, Keiko has formed over the
course of nine albums a singular style of writing and piaying, blend-
ing classical and jazz elements into something new and original.
She has developed a kind of niche market, in the same way Enya
has, but | wouldn't look for too many similarities between the two.
Where Enya is ethereal and translucent, Keiko has retained a firm
grasp on the traditional elements of melody and rhythm. She also
has her own web site and an International Fan Club based in Cali-
fornia. ‘So why have | never heard of her before?’ | hear you ask.
Well, sometimes the good things won't just fall into your lap; you
have to go look for them. The most deserving gear doesn't always
find its way onto the radio, in fact the opposite is usually more true.
With glassy piano and a subtle backing Keiko Matsui will probably
not be for everyone, but she certainly makes a nice change from
the bland, ineffectual offerings usually served up in the name of
New Age.

J.D..

Just Add Water
Just Add Water (EP)
Stubble Records/Shock

The last time | received anything released on Stubble Records, it
was some serious punk music. | was expecting much of the same
from Just Add Water. How pleasantly surprised | was when | slipped
this into the player - yet more fresh indie pop/rock from the city and
state which Adelaide seems to have a permanent chip on it’s col-
lective shoulder about (aka Melbourne, capital of Victoria). This
bunch of youngsters (and apparently they're VERY young) are yet
another example of the amazing quality to come out of Melbourne.
And what a pleasant surprise itis too - superbly executed pop much
in the style of Violetine. It's not surprising, then, that Violetine’s
Glenn Richards’is chief knob twiddler, and is ably assisted by Justin
Press and Greg “/ will work with anyone” Wales.

All five songs on this debut are super catchy, though | have to admit
that 'Letters in the Mail' is probably the catchiest, and most similar
to Violetine. 'Tomorrow People' and the great 'I'il get back at you'
has the same kind of intensity that any selif-respecting 'first genera-
tion' (ie. before all the line up changes) Something For Kate song
would. Give us more, lads!!

AnDrEw 1

Steve Connolly
Steve Connolly and the Usual Suspect
Festival

Steve Connolly died in 1995 and was mourned as one of Australia’sl

best guitarist’s, songwriters and producers. This is the completed
last album that was interrupted by his death. He had been in count
less numbers of bands over his twenty year career, including stints

with Paul Kelly and the Messengers. This CD is Aussie Rock at its;

Kelly (or vice versa). Most songs also have an Irish-Folk feel and

finest. You can hear influence Connolly would have had on Paul|

an interesting use of a Hammond Organ. My personal favourites

on this CD include 'Bracelets On Your Arms' and ‘Leaving Her Fon

The Last Time' as the solid rock ballads. Some quicker songs in-
clude 'Better Day'. Before this | had never been exposed much to
Steve Connally and initially | thought this would be some 80's rock|
rubbish, but The Usual Suspects is a good collection of relaxingH
rock ballads. | would love to listen to this music in a beer garden,
while the sun is setting. This CD is worth a listen.

Lindsay




| was given this album
and told ‘You like
Shonen Knife? You'll
probably like this.’
Comparisons between Shonen Knife and
Ladybug will be inevitable; we just don’t see
that much Japanese pop music out here. So
maybe | can get in a little damage control
before things get too out of hand.

Shonen Knife are like the Japanese equivilent
of the Ramones. They are a great party band,
they play simple guitar driven pop melodies,
and they’re very, very good at what they do.
If the Knife are the Ramones, then Ladybug
are midway between Sonic Youth and the
Pixies. The fun is still there, but it's not as
straight-forward as the Knife. The arrange-
ments are wilder, more all-over-the-place. But
out of the chaos comes the same pure pop
sensibility. These girls would be great live.
Stand out tracks include “cigarettes”, “go” and
the subtly juxtaposed “are we still friends” and
“fuck off, creep”.

Like | said, Ladybug are a lot of fun, but don’t
be fooled by the throw-away feel of the songs,
this band is serious.

Sam Andreas-Fault

Am Not a Doctor
Echo/Liberation/

Why? Why do | keep get-
ing this dance stuff
thrown in my direction?
Can’t the music sub-eds take no for an an-
swer? Well, it's here so | guess | might as
well review it. | mean, it's not like I've got a
life or anything, right?
Moloko. Hey, dumb name. The guy on the
back looks like the lost Gallagher brother, his
girifriend looks high maintainence. The pic
on the front is nice though. Makes me want
to put on a jumper or something.
I should say that this stuff isn’t really my scene.
I mean, as far as this kind of stuff goes, it's
pretty good. My spleen didn’t rupture while |
listened to it or anything. It was a nice, quiet,
relaxing, melodic cadence; good study mu-
sic, | guess.
I played it to my significant other though, and
she kind of liked it. She said it would be good
music to fuck to; the beat's not too fast, the
sound’s not too obtrusive. After some experi-
mentation I'd have to concur with my learned
friend's judgement. | guess there’s a place
for this ambient gear after all.
Sam Andreas-Fault

Original Cast Recording:
Saturday Night
(Bridewell/ First Night/
UMA)

Saturday Night is some-
thing different. 1t is an
original cast recording of a
Stephen Sondheim musical which he wrote with
the Epstein twins in 1953-54. With me so far?
Well, the production premiered successfully and
the end product was recorded for posterity with
the original performing cast. But the musical
didn't premiere until early this year. Why the de-
lay? I'm glad you asked. In the early 1940s the
Epsteins, Julius and Phillip, won an Academy
Award for their screenplay for Casablanca. Don't
get me started on that one. Well, the boys had
won this Oscar, but what they did for day jobs
was write stage-plays.

Anyway, in the early fifties they had written a play,
Front Porch in Flatbush, that had achieved some
notable success, and an aquaintence thought it
would make great musical material. Hence the
collaboration between Sondheim (libretist for
Bernstein on West Side Story). Front Porch in
Flatbush became Saturday Night, but the show
was never seen until three-and-a-half decades
later, when the Bridewell Theatre produced the
first complete production and production record-
ing of this truly great musical.

Saturday Night is significant for a whole bunch
of reasons. If it wasn't such a good show in its
own right it would still be interesting as
Sondheim'’s first solo project. But even at this
early stage he showed he had the chops. The
songs by themselves tell the story almost as elo-
quently as if the whole play was represented.
The cast are superb, the orchestra on the money.
The only thing wrong with this set is that it wasn'’t
around sooner.

J.D.

this week on local noise

~ playing a set of funk, hip-hop, and live drum 'n' bass

"live to air' on tuesday the 6t of october
- 9:30 PM on LOCAL NOISE

) radio. give me noise.
| 7 nights a week on 5UV 531 AM



| Good Morning Spider
| (White/MDS)

| For those who languish in
ndie scene ignorance,
1 Sparkiehorse is the "Next
ig Thing" you know noth-
| ing about but suddenly their
: posters are all over town
and their single is being rammed down your prover-
bial throat on every commercial station that could be
coerced into adding it to their playlist. Well, actually |
don't know how much Sparklehorse you'll hear on
the commercial stations. It's not really their scene.
They didn't pick up on their seminal first album Be
that as it may, it's good gear.

A friend and | were talking about Good Morning Spi-
der. He said that he was impressed with the variety
of sounds and devices on the album. | have to admit,
the set works well as an album, but ! protested that
everything done here had been done five or six years
earlier on Love Tara by Eric’s Trip. My friend pro-
ceeded to give me that look that you sometimes get
from, say, a Joy Division fan if you mention that
Kraftwerk was doing the same thing eight orten years
earlier; that look that so eloquently says ‘Huh?’
Having said that, Good Morning Spideris great. Copy-
ing tricks doesn’t amount to duplication however, at
least not in this case. These guys know what it takes
to turn a tasty tune. It's kind of country, it's kind of
rocky. It’salotof fun. It sounds a little like Grandaddy,
and of course there’s the aforementioned similarity
with Eric’s Trip, but Sparklehorse have managed to
maintain an identity of their own, nodding respect-
fully to their two-dozen-or-so obvious influences along
the way. Give it a listen and you'll see what | mean.
But start at track two, “Painbirds’, then go on to either
“Sick of Goodbyes” or “Ghost of His Smile”, your
choice. Then you'll be ready to listen to the album
through, along with the tracks you've already heard;
they definitely bear listening to twice.

J.D.

Bmﬁ iz The Brian Setzer Orches-
HE ra

The Dirty Boogie
Interscope/UMA)

What seems to me now like
a lifetime ago ! used to get
down to the chug-a-lug beat
and scorching guitars of the
e Stray Cats, a rockabilly act
that did their thing in spite of the current wisdom that
the kids didn't like rockabilly, and they went off. Andin
their own way they kind of cut a path into the pop psy-
che for bands like the Violent Femmes to follow.
The brains and songwriting talent behind the 'Cats was
Brian Setzer, a man with one foot in the fifties and the
other on the accelerator pedal. His guitar-playing fi-
nesse was matched only by his truly awe-inspiring quiff.
Well, the more things change the more they stay the
same. Setzer is out front again, only this time he's
brought a few friends. The Brian Setzer Orchestra is
a fully-fledged Big Band, with brass and reeds and
stuff, and Setzer's making it all happen on The Dirty
Boogie.
The set is jumping; some old stuff from the 'Cats days
like “Rock This Town”, some new stuff like “This Cat's
on a Hot Tin Roof”, and lots of covers of some of the
best gear to come out of the fifties, like “Sleepwalk”,
“This Old House” and “Since | Don’'t Have You”. It
doesn’t get sweeter than this. Setzer has a slick deliv-
ery on both the lyrics and the chops, and the band
delivers just the right amount of what's needed. The
cost of the album is worth it just for Setzer’s duet with
Gwen Stefani on the Jerry Lieber/Mike Stoller classic,
“You're the Boss”. Get The Dirty Boogie and get jump-
ing.
Sam Andreas-Fault

J.D.

| spiracy:
Flying Low

Rykodisc)

" suicidal and homicidal.
This is assuming there js a Willard Grant. The flysheet
gives nothing away - ‘if someone tells you they played
on this, they probably did." Gee, thanks guys. You
really want to make my job easy, don't you. Well, what
if | said the lead singer sounds somewhere between
Nick Cave and Robert Goulet. He's got the charm of
one and the emotion of the other, but | can't tell which.
The songs are sad tales of broken hearts and wishful

thinking. Standard fare, do | here you say. That may §

be true, but | think there's enough room for a couple
more sad songs if they're as good as this. If Morrisey
had grown up in Minnesota, dividing his time between
Hank Williams and Aaron Copland, he would have

sounded something like this (but he probably wouldn't @
be a vegetarian). With lines like "So pour the gasoline §

over everything, and we'll get this party started,” well,
you get the idea. On the whole, this is pretty good.
Stand out tracks include “Evening Mass,” “St. John
Street,” and the spooky “Bring the Monster Inside.”
Definitely one for the saltbush fans; these folks sound

like the Dirty Three, only with more of everything; more Z8h%e

vocals, more instruments, and stuff.
Rusty Springfield.

Shudder to Think

First Love, Last Rites
(OST)

(Epic/Sony)

The genre of the sound-
track is such that when
_I mentioned, conjures vi-
. sions of either sweeping
- string washes a la E.T. or
- - Titanic, or a record compa-
ny's ‘best of' for that month, fike Reality Bites or Clue-
less. But, kiddies, we live in a truly post-[insert prefered
category here] world. In a time when directors like
Mike Figgis and Hal Hartley are allowed to write their
own incidental music, you shouldn't be too surpised
by anything.
Shudder to Think, those much maligned songsters that

nobody liked supporting Pearl Jam, have released the [

soundtrack of the year. It's a winner, it's cool, it's slick,
and t can guarantee it's got something to please eve-
ryone.

This is not forty-eight minutes of incidental music and
it's not the stuff that Winona dreams are buiit upon
either. What it is is a cool collection of serious songs
written with the upmost care and attention to detail.
They span styles and times, from delta blues to sev-
enties glam, with a bunch of guest singers filling in on
vocal duties. The album opens with Jeff Buckley
crooning on the soulful “1 Want Someone Badly”, re-
prised by Shudder to Think singer Craig Wedren at
the end of the set. Liz Phair turns up the heat with
“Erecting a Movie Star”, while Lena Karisson smooths
things over with the slick seventiesesque “The Wed-
ding is Over”. ‘

The glam is provided by Billy Corgan's can't-stop-
sounding-like-Pumpkins delivery on “When | was Born,
| was Bored”, but the high points for me were John
Doe's oh-so-sweet interpretation of “Speed of Love”,
and The The’s Matt Johnson in wish-fulfiliment mode
on the ‘authentic’ sounding blues number, “Jelly on the
Table",

Get into your local record store and listen to First love,
Last Rites on headphones and judge for yourself. 'm
sure the atbum will sell hundreds just for the Buckley
track [damn vultures] but the whole thing deserves your
careful consideration.

rant
(Slowriver Records/

Willard Grant is not a
happy man, at least not if
his songs are anything to
go by. He sounds, by turns

n anYWay o]
, and become



Shark Song
Carolin Window
Vintage

$17.95

Shark Song is the book I've b
waiting all year to find: a powerfully
explosive tale of passion, obsession,

and the ocean. But this is not just a -

love story. It is a tale of identity, of
sexuality, of exploration. It takes the
reader on a tour of oceanic legends,
the myths of the sea woven skilfully
with reality in a web hard to discern.
Ajax is a surfer, basically happy in
his world on the beaches of Sydney.
But it is not a challenging place to
be, and the only real spiritual con-
nection he has is with his best friend,
Shane. Then Kel appears. Likened to
the selkie of Scottish folklore, she is
a surfer too. She is also Polynesian,
and feels the deep connection to the
ocean that her race has always had.

Shadows in the form of sharks lazily
circle the idyll of existence on Syd-
ey’s beaches. Desire is a powerful
rce and distorts reality. Evil
tches from the eyes

every event. She explo
t1ty and self—perceptlo

the sharks, and all
is not what it appears
in Ajax’s world. Ke
as uncountable se-
rets, and one da
vanishes in orde
seek not her futus
but her past.
This: i _
imagery and magic,
love and dark desire:
Polyne31an roplcal
metaphors
feeling of w

The Bull Dancers of Knossos
Pam and John Raggatt
HarperCollins

$14.95

I must admit that I am not a big fic-
tion reader, so when I do intend to
read I choose my books carefully.
Thanks to the literary skills of hus-
band-and-wife duo Pam and John
Raggatt, this time my choice has been
quite rewarding. Ini-

a concern for se
finds alarming e
corruption, leadin
exciting climax
The authors havespen
researching the time of Kin
and Minoan Crete, even of
bibliography for those who seek
ther reading on th

tially choosing the
book in the hope that
it might bring to life
my Classics studies,
the world of Minoan
Crete as presented in
this book turned out to
be far more vivid and
exciting than I had ex-
pected.

The. story centres on
Andreas Micalidos,
owner of a large fleet
of merchant ships and §| m

AND JOHN RAGGATT

has paid off, and 1
constantly found my-
self eager to hear even
the most minute de-
tails of social inter
tion, fashion and ¢

seamlessly
ven into th

Minister in King
Minos’ Council, and his family and
- friends: his family doctor Ahmed;
Belia, a beautiful Bull Dancer; Priest-
King Minos; Princess Ariadne and
her: lover, Theseus of Athens,
‘Andreas rapidly grows uneasy as he
discovers that many of the Minoan
'military vessels are in a state of dis-
, repalr and news: fllters through that

34 Omn Dit

tion in knowing th
only finished a go
have also learnt a
early civilisation.
and well worth the
mended Retail Price
some.

gogety

andrew four

topic. The research

The use of symbol-
dsm also sets this
" book apart. Window
draws on the image
of a shark time and
time again to express
hidden, powerful de-
sire, and dangerous
obsession. It is a
highly effective tool
because of the fear
that Australians asso-
ciate with sharks,
whereas in the Pa-
e shark is the god of love,
gerously called in from the
’. Skin is also utilised, as a

symbol for self, for identity, for life.
The selkie’s skin was stolen in order
to keep her: to own a skin gives
power over the soul of the other.
Much of the story of Shark Song is
about power and the struggle to hold
it. It is interesting that, in the end,
those who are powerful are those
who sought only to be, not to desire
nor be desired.

This book is brilliant: a shining star
of literature. It is powerful, and spell-
binding. This is a book that should
be revered as a perfect example of
the wealth of Australian literary tal-
ent, and places Carolin Window de-
finitively in the arena of accom-
plished authors. I can’t recommend
this book highly enough. It is magi-
cal, exploding with power and pas-
sion and an exquisite style all of its
own.

Erin O’Donnell

Sang for the Birds
 Braun

at Who Sang for the Birds is

nately Pickax does. There is even a
river called Ittibittiwassee. [ haven’t
checked my atlas (because my ex
took it) but I suspect that it does not
exist.

There are points throughout the book
that rankle. Qwilleran just so happens
to be the richest person in Moose
County, sponsoring many things in

the county through a
trust fund - how con-
venient. This story is
Just too pat for my lik-
ing. That is not to say,
however, that I did
not like it. Once I got
over the fact that The
Cat Who Sang for the
Birds is not meant to
be a real story at all, I
enjoyed reading it.
This Feline Whodun-
nit is in the line of the
television series M-
der She Wrote: it’s not
meant to be real, it’s

s are also based. This small
an town is called Pickax, and
oose County. Now, [know the
s that exist for an author who
es to set a story in a real town,
do like my scenes to be set in
ething that does not instantly slot

fantasy land - which unfortu-

Mchael Blackwell

just a vehicle for the
mystery. Koko and
Yum Yum are great, providing non-
stop cat activity, and, while I stick
by my statement that the story is too
pat for me, I think that if you like
shows such as Murder She Wrote,
you’ll like this book. I give it 7/10




By the Shores of Gitchee Gumee
Tama Janowitz
Picador
$17.95

patented brand of narcis ,
ism and Jay McInerney. was ‘waxing
autobiographical, takingon the likes
of Tom Wolfe in a race to' w 'e the
Great New York Novel, Tama
Janowitz’s first book, a low- key,u H
assuming and terribly funny collec
tion of vignettes entitled Slaves o
New York, appeared in the boo
shops. In the reviews that follow
its publication, probably the m
common superlative used to describe
the book was ‘quirky’.

The fact was that in a time when a
novel was judged by the measure of
self-obsession or cynicism demon-
strated by the protagonist, nobody
was ready for a writer with a sense

of humour, ‘Intellectual comedy had

been exiled to the rea;
Doonesbury comic-str
ture of urban life in A
fit the prefabricated
assumptions of the
critics. In spite of its
reception Slaves sold
well, as did her pro-
ceeding  novels,
American Dad (actu-
ally written before
Slaves as a Masters |

sibly Jano'\;vxtz
The title is a-

Super Mind Pack

(containing the bookThinking For
Action, and games)

Edward de Bono

Dorling Kindersley

$49.95

More a pack then a book, Thinking
For Action attempts to change some
habits of thinking and train the mind
to think in a logical yet creative way.
The book is divided into eleven chap-
ters, each with a series of games at
the end to demonstrate

the thinking that has

been outlined. The think-
ing is quite clearly aimed
at the corporate world,
with chapters including
‘Resource Allocation
and Trade-Off’ and
‘Value Creation’, but
many of the points made
are very applicable to

¥ when wrenched

other areas of life. It is
also quite easy to read, with only
modest amounts of text and a design
and layout that is attractive and we,
thought out (funnily enough),
times a little patronisin
And that is the down:§
this ‘book’ is like a port usiness
seminar by an over-enthusiastic
“thinking and motivation’ weirdo.
The games range from the fun and

from the corporate
written in. Thinking
‘book’ that certainly
me use to many people,
2ly not to all. Personally, I
ittle new and useful in the
pack, but thanks anyway, Eddy. By
the way, Professor de Bono, what is
another name for pirate treasure?

Christian Haebich

work from some of
the most popular
crime authors around:
John Grisham, Phillip §
Margolin, Lis
Scottoline, and ei
others. _}
The stories are all
very well-written, and
different in flavour without con
ing too sharply with one an
have often found that collectit;
short stories from different au
don’t quite hold together. Not so
this case: William Bernhardt has
done a good job. Perhaps one reason
the stories hold together so well is
that the authors are also all lawyers.

Not only is the reader getting astory

hude ol

FBI agents in-
ds that is part

's prose is in
risations arc
oluptuousness,
ye for the insignificant
ach setting and exchange
ivity people have learut
¢t in a contemporary
style is chatty and
ffusive, but not self-
. The end result is a
€S you sympathise with
ot just the pro-
ere. are no villains in
world, merely vic-

good writer but all the
experience ‘on the coal

reason: they are like sam-
. There is nothing
e than buying o
| that is raved
tonly to find that
don’t like the an-
s style of writing:
ologies are a good
y to find out if you
e a writer’s style.
ine of the stories in
‘Legal Briefs were
published this year, so
they are not just old
stories which have
been dug out because
the author needs a
At the back of the book is a
biography of each of the au-
h mentions some of their

1 ork ‘and want to
read more iefs is great read-
ing, especially for on the bus or at
lunch-times. I give it 8.5/10

Mlchael Blackwell R
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The Brentford Chainstore Massacre
Robert Rankin

Corgi

$15.95

‘So what happens next?’ said Clive.
‘We wait il they come out. Follow
them and nab the scrolls.’

‘Fair enough,’ said Clive.

‘Now I'll tell you what [ want,” said
Derek.

‘What you really, really want?’

What] really, really want isa Ztggar
cigar.’

(p. 212).

from the Shroud of Turin, against the
backdrop of Brentford celebrating
the Millennium two years before eve-
ryone else - to avoid the rush. Along
the way they’ve got to help Profes-
sor Slocombe recover the Brentford
Scrolls and perform a magical ritual
that will create a whole happy new
future for mankind, and put paid to
the intentions of an evil-doer named
Fred and his henchmen, Derek and
Clive (there’s one for the Peter Cook
fans), who want to put a stop to it.
It's fun.

As with all of Rankin’s novels, much
of the fun lies in the

Robert Rankin has al- |
ways been at his best §
when his novels have |
centred ar

Pooley a
O’Malley. T/

The Sl snvedd 1odie i
BIREPTIIORDS TRILOGY

THE I
BRENTFORD
CHAINSTORE

MASSACRE

writing itself. Master of
the minning gag (you’ll
find lines here that ap-
pOdled i hlS first novel
over ten.years ago), he
| simply refuses to take

“himself sertously,
'.:throwmg in sclt refer-
“ential’ gags galore,
making references 1o

John cq;ﬂé up
mad ‘dector’ wh

Through A Glass Darlkly
Jostein Gaarder

Phoenix House/Orion
$24.95

The name Jostein Gaarder will be
known to most people, Gaarder be-
ing the author of the Sophie’s World
series of books, which are about a
pretentious young girl coming to
grips with philosophy. In Through A
Glass Darkly = (written before
Sophie’s World) he stretches the con-
cept to include angels, cancer, grief
and heaven. It seems that if anyone
is to know all there is to know about
the universe, it will be a pretentious
young girl. ,

Cecilia has cancer and is bedridden
for _Fhrlstmas. Her family do their

frxcnds, dnd generally‘

Last Boat To Astrakhan
Robert Haupt

Random House

$24.95

Russia and the former Soviet Union
are a puzzle to the West. Why com-
munism? Why brutality? Why post-
1990 chaos? Answers to these ques-
tions have revolved more around our
own preconceptions than the realities
of the vast country.

Robert Haupt, a former foreign cor-
respondent for The Sydney Morning
Herald, completed Last Boat to
Asrakhan just before his death in
1996. The book is, for the most part,
an account of his trip along the fa-
mous Volga River from Moscow to
the Caspian sea at Astrakhan. The
Volga River occupies a unique place
in Russian history. It is the largest
river in Europe and has been for cen-
turies a trade route for silk, gold and
tea. The river has appealed to many
famous figures and its surroundings
have been shaped by the passings of
many civilisations.

Haupt writes of his travels along the

describing its historical roots,
ality and romanticism in great
. His book, though, is much

™ ore than a traveller's guide. The

ir encompasses uncanny
nsights into the Russian mind. Haupt

|- writes of history in action, of great
change at the human level and of the

tifying bureaucracy and high levels
of crime all require a unique Russian-
type patlence Progress, Haupt im-
plies, is still far away. Mixed in with
these frustrations are the delights of
Russia. Haupt suggests Russia as a
land of paradox - the Casptan sea as
a sea below sea level (-27.5m) and
the freedom of space intermingled
with a conformist society. He pays
tribute to the hard-working women
whose burden it is to largely carry
the daily load. Haupt also poetically
describes the beauty of the Russian
landscape.

Last Boat to Astrakhan is a must for
anyone interested in a realistic and
entertaining look into Russia’s past
and present. Haupt possesses a skil-
ful turn of phrase and is not afraid to
dispel a number of idealistic West-
ern myths concerning the country.
The book has only one main fault:
Haupt has the habit of switching from
one subject to another with frighten-
ing speed. This may leave readers
somewhat perplexed, unable to find
their bearings and struggling to lo-
cate the narrative thread underlying
the story. Better editing could have
prevented possible confusion. On the
whole, however, Haupt’s death must
be considered a tragedy. Australia
lost a talented journalist of undoubted
intelligence.

James

ST BOA T
Gruber i.‘,y' L

ASTRARHAN 3

it’s like to be a person; she wants to
know what heaven is like. Through-
out the book, Cecilia inadequately
describes what it is like to feel things,
and Ariel gives miniscule glimpses
into heaven. In fact, the majority of
the book is fruitless conversations
between Cecilia, who is hardly old
enough to know what it’s like tobe a
person, and the enigmatic Ariel, who
may or may not be a figment of
Cecilia’s imagination. Towards the
end of the book he obviously is, as
she goes out skiing and skating while
her family sleeps, yet in reality she
does not have the strength to pick up

angel Arlel He wants to know what '

in Soplue 's World, aren’t consist-
ent with any philosophical or
theological stance. Like Tony
Baker, who reviewed the
Through a Glass Darkly in The
Advertiser, 1 found the whole
goody-goody cast of characters
sickening, yet I cannot share his
enchantment at the concepts dis-
cussed. Although I know it
wasn’t, this book certainly ap-
pears to be a cash-in on the suc-
cess of Sophie’s World.

zane




The Spotted Skin
Rowena Ivers

e treatment of Aboriginal
Allen and Un

people: in the 1930s
and 40s (in which
the book 1s‘set) both

tute?
I'll leave you a tip.

The ‘spotted skin’ is the
leper: for centuries it _
accursedness, contamination, ce
gion, Whereas other diseases g
at the body from within, often i
ibly, leprosy claims its victims a pie
at a time: one by one the peripher
fail, while the mind is left intact.
It is a numbness in her little tinger
when she sits down to play the piano

Shortlisted for The
Australian/Vogel
Literary Award, The
Spotted Skin is
Rowena Ivers’s first
novel. Interesting
and rich in historical
detail it would pro-
es- vide quite an educa-
es, arrivals, .tion for someone
that heralds the beginning of .-and escalating ra- “who doesn’t know
Cressida’s nightmare. Dlagnoc; s cial tension. Most of the lepers on the much about the darker aspects of
a leper, she is sent tg live in-aleper island are of Aboriginal descent and ~ Australia’s past, particularly attitudes
colony on a barren island in Darwin throughout the book a connection is  and official policies towards Aborigi-

fights,
deaths,

nal and Asian people. Although no-
table for its cultural awareness and
sensitivity and its desire to expose the
skeletons and scandals in the dark
closet of Australia’s colonial past, it
is a little dry. Perhaps because there
are so many characters and so much
detail, perhaps because the central
arrative is interrupted by the intru-

o engage as it might, which is
pointing, because it shows
yromise. There are scenes of filmic
/ividness, descriptions which are
gnant and evocative, and mo-
nents of magic and tremulous beauty
which make The Spotted Skin a re-
varding read, if.a little hard-going
at times. A

Eva O’Driscoll

‘C'noneen 1. To sTand on
a plmpo;zm ang. scneam Thar
Sonth 1s a chilo o bt and
Jones a wora op T)@, UST.

‘ V. CO(UOJGRC(:’ withour
. TS 1:0[[ swadbles*.}uﬂ as.




prehensibility of the uni-
s existence, for the pres-
nce of an unanswered question.
e simplest answer is: |
hy not? If we have no reason
_give for why ' the universe
houldn’t exist (other than the
ncomprehensibility of its exist-
nce) then perhaps the questmn
s void. ‘We accept the exlstence

of the laws of physics as }ust
i 4 ~ being the case, so why notacc,ept
“What wo' 1d you tell one of these the existence of the universe as
clusters if it asked "what is the just being the case?

purpose of the un'verse"" : ‘
" CAN WE EVER
'KNOW THE
TRUTH?

‘connectin

‘they became conscious - )
processes gomg on around the

vhich ‘statﬁe“s:‘; that this has : @l:ready hap-

What would*you“tell it"if 'it asked
"what is the meanmg of my“mst«
ence?"

InSfeéd_ of gOiﬁ‘g“ on along ramble about our place in the universe
invite you to find out for yOULSelf Below is a simulated universe.

-What would you tell it 11 jt:éisked

why do clusters eXist?v‘ s
, reasons.

CONNECT _VERY POINT WHERE 2 OR MORE LINES MEET What if we are these clusters‘?

VIA A ST', AIGHT LINE TO EVERY OTHER POINT WHERE 2
OR'M RE LINES MEET

WHY DOES LIFE
EXIST"

survival. Thus if the truth is
ufnuseful we wi‘ll never f‘md it.

Slmply put it goes llke th1s Gg
hates all evil, God sees all e

phors to map onto the truth, then evil, if both then you are the shade teach
the truth can never be known. of grey. Defeat all three and the
ideology is yours. Welcome to the I don’t think the prayer I offered

was irrefutable. 1 think

In short, no. There are three rmain ‘

1. We have evolved to survive |
.. thus we have also evolvedto only |
perceive what is useful to our |

gets thrust back an
the continuum. The &
grey come forth with

r;.perceptions
rther. For those
ot join the good
shades of grey,
sk the question 'what
side the barriers of light
ark? The light can only get
ght and the dark only so
I'he answer is you. You
own individual and are
wn into anything but your
elf. Are you prepared to do
with good, evil and grey?
If 0 you are more evil than good,
if not you are more good than

‘matter of ‘believing enough’ for ;
an answer. If you are genuine i :long answer is, evil doesn’t
really exist, just as courage or
cold or fun doesn’t really exist.
These words do not describe
things, they describe properties of
il means ‘the opposite

OVE, SO gener-

lows bad stuff to hap:pe
he has a Plan. The bool
elatlon in the Bible

actions or godly actions. God can
click his fingers and make the
pain go away. He has his own rea-
sons for not doing so, which I be-
lieve we will discover after we
die, and who are we to question
God anyway? If God really is all-
powerful, which this line of ar-
gument assumes, he’s obviously
far superior to us.

Anyway, I want to agree with
some of the points you made at
the end of your reply. I don’t con-
sider myself religious. I am not
into religious rituals or ceremo-
nigg, I simply love God, and he
loves me. If you want to know
God, your friendship must be
on love, not fear. By all
ove good, but it’s great to
ally know the author of
nd the father of all life.

‘willing to follow God if he an-
swered. And he did!

that you
Known o

ondly, you ask why God would
need a gender at all. Another good-*
question. But since God is a per-
sonal god and relates personally,
it makes more sense to refer to
him as either a he or she. Which
one you use is probably arbitrary,
but I think the facts lean toward
him being male.

I don’t think anything God has
said or done condones patriarchy.

I think the majority of preachers
are male simply because patriar-
chy has been prominent in our his-
tory. Personally (and here I may
be stepping on toes), I believe
women have just as much right to

QUESTION 13:

Is there a meaning to
life, or is Nihilism true in
its claims that life has no

meaning? If this is so,
why do we bother living?




"ol Pope Great beer fridge, Free, New
owner to remove from Brompton area.
Call Katie 8346 8760

Wanted

B.A. Students who... _
...remember those confusmg first days

at Uni

...can give a hand to BA freshers

during “Freshers Day’ in O’Week *99

or provide on-going support to new

students through Semester One.

Interested?

More information is available {rom:
The Education and Welfare Officer’s
waiting area,

Ground Floor, Lady Symon Building,
or The Faculty of Arts Otﬁc(, Level 2,
Naprer Building.

( ‘, - ™
‘This Glassified

has beeﬁ

“due to it's raunchy
and explicit nature.
t's language is’
provocative and. well,
just plain rude. " Also.
‘it demeans pirates.

‘Anyone who has a
- problem’ with this is
invited to fuck the
o hell o_f_f

Arr' Pieces of exght'

- - F]oor H01ace Lamt
7" Presenter: Sue Bar

Human Righis Night

Thursday 10th December

50th Anniversary of the Declaratlon of
Human Rights

Assembling in Hindmarsh Square
6.00pm

Walking down Pulteney/Rundle Streets

6.15pm

Join us afterwards in Rymill Park for
stories and music 6.30 - 7.30pm
Bring your own family, friends and
picnic tea and show your support for
human rights. ‘

Brought to you by a Coalition of
Amnesty International, Caritas Aust.,
Community Aid Abroad, Global
Education Centre, SA Council of
Churches, Womens’ International
League for Peace and Freedom, United
Nations Association of Australia.

B

1998 Photography
Includes.5 fus

Where? at th .
Un]cy

110-2:00pm .
Where -Counsell

BOOK NOW on 8303 5663 K
IN.:

- ...everyone dies, but not everyone

Nominations for tms for the foll

_ _Moroanthaler,_vPh 8278 6703

really lives...
William Wallace

Tuesday 13th October, 1998
1-2pm - Barr Smith Lawns

-Presented by the Adelaide University

Classic Quote Society

To the person who returned my bag to
me after I left it in the Union Buidling
toilets last Monday - thank you!! You
have restored my faith in human nature.

Attention all students!

Part time work. Spring

Full time work. Summet.

Our international corporation is
looking to increase its Adelaide
operations by opening two new offices
this November. Ideal applicants would
be outgoing, work well with others,
and seek job experience. Our full
training program is highly accredited
by universities. Includes certificate of
completion. Scholarship program

available. Train oyer holidays. Flexible
dyaneement opportunities.

New offices be filled ASAP.
Phone for interview 8296 9411

AU Snow Ski Club (AUSKI) AGM

Wednesday 14th October, 1998
Ipm - 3pm

Canon Poole Room

{level 5 - behind the Bar)

positions may be picked up fro

Vice Premdent
Secretary
Treasurer .

include all the nede: ssary equ' ment,
ther shuttles ana racqﬂets a d.».»we

Adelaide UniverSity Film Society
Term 4 Programme

Week 9:

Kameradschaft

Plus Chicken Little

Thursday 8th October, 7pm

Union Cinema

Members FREE. Others $3 (includes
membership)

Directed by G. W. Pabst, Kameradschaft s
based on a true story of a French mine
disaster that occurred near the German -
border a decade before WW). The film was
banned by the Nazi party because of its
portrayal of comradeship between French
and German miners. The short Chicken
Liule is a Disney film which uses the
children’s fable to show how propaganda- |
can be used to control others. L

Week 10:

Exotica

Plus Putting on the Ritz

Thursday 15th October, 7pm

Union Cinema

Members FREE. Others $3 (includes
membership)

Directed by Atom Egoyan, who has
recently released The Sweet Hereafter, the
film is set in the Exotica strip club, run by a
pregnant owner, where a tax auditor is
obsessively drawn to a dancer with a
schoolgirl persona. Also showing is an
adult cartoon cabaret, in which characters
are created from flowing lines. Not
recommended tor children.

Week 11:

Bonnie and Clyde

Plus Big Yellow Taxi

Thursday October 22nd, 7pm

Union Cinema

Members FREE. Others $3 (includes
membership)

The ultra-violent story of gangsters Bonnic
and Clyde, starring Warren Beatty and Faye
Dunaway. Also screening is short film Big
Yellow Taxi featuring animation accompa-
nied by the song by Joni Mitchell.

Week 12:

Q@rcycle Thieves

Plus La Jetee

ursday 29th October, 7pm

hioti Cinema

nbers FREE. Others $3 (includes
mcrflbership)_

e best examplé of ltalian neo-realist
nema, which emerged after WWIL

- Directed by Vittorio de Sica, Bicyele

Thieves follows a.man and his young son a
he tries to recover his stolen bicycle,
withont which he cannot work. La Jeree i$
the film on which 12 Monkeys was bascd

Annie Hall
Plus Sundge in New York
ThurSday 5th November
Union Cinema

" Members FREE, Others $3¢( mcludes

membershlp)

" The classic from Woody Allen in which he
_-meets;the similarly neurotic Anme Hall

(Diane Keaton) and they both.g end alotof
time in therapy. Also screening is a :
claymation short which won the Ose fOf
best animated short in 1983,

ufs@smug.adelaide.edu.au or check ouf ™
the website for up to datc information hutp!
/www.smug.adelaide.edu.au/~aufs




