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HASSELHOFF,

David, David, or shall T name thee Mitch
Dr Foster, Snapper or Michael Knight?
’J-(ascefﬁoff a name so Burfy

David, a true man thou art

Within mine chest, behind mine rib

Inside mine Bosom pounds a heart

Each throb to the thythm of your euro styled beat
Each ﬁufse in anticipation for your rap

with dce-T

In the night 1 dream of you David
Your Eocg fofaﬁng into and out of mine
We are origami David

You and T entwine

And 1 know das Germans adore thee David
But their love doth not compete

For the de ytﬁ of the Rhine s not comﬁamﬁﬁz
David,

To the intensity of mein feart beat

Oh your naked exquisiteness David
1 can But(pant at the tﬁougﬁt
Of unpeeling thine red, wet, clinging board short

Tn mine boudoir David, 1 quiver at thy sight
Your socks softly scrlmchedl against thine bronzed
shin

Your blue eyes expressing the aphrodisia within

* best edition of On Dit in its

An ode by Anna Svedberg

T run my mgers over (\/our foreﬁeac(
into your sun blessed locks 7 land
Sea and salt crwnﬁﬁng from above

7 am immersed in love and sand

7 inhale, our bodies, one breath closer
You exhale, our bodies, one degree warmer

Thou art a chameleon David
An actor, a Knightrider, a doctor, a singer
You are Hassel the G(off

A (ifesaver, a father, a husband

1989 David,

You ﬁerformmg ‘Looking for Freedom’ on
the Wall in Berlin

Your voice so passionate, only to John
Farnham akin

Your 600@ a weagaon

Your muscles robust

David, 1 feel so hollow

when 1 awaken to

fatﬁom

not the kiss of the sea
But only the chasm
where thou will never be
XXX

The cool of m}y sheets is

Hello .and ‘welco :

history! l\/[y name is David Hassclhoff It W

: su(‘h an honour to be mvnte ,to edit thlS edmon
of your student newspaper.
huge s

Although Pm a

Germcm fans than you can wave a bratwurst

at, wht‘n the editors of On Dit contadcd me 10

help out T just couldn’t say no,.
Although some rmgh

© lend my name 1o such a small fry pul)]watlon

~irresponsible for m
‘other than helping them see the light.

1 felt like it was my duty as self appomtcd
for Humanity to hclp my:old ﬂ

Ambabs(tdm
Inends out in-theirtime of need.

, When [ discovered the difficult ‘situation the :

edltors had entered into with tl‘l(‘lr Stuclents

Association, [ reahsed it would be sefish, nay,
“to commit to anythmcr'

_See folks, you can'’t be a star in this worl d
unless you work as part of a tedm

Look at Baywatch. Beyond its entertainment
value; Baywatch has enriched and, in-many
cases; helped save lives: [ know thdt most-of
the time it scemed like it was just me doing
all:-the “work, but despite appearances the
whole lifeguard téam worked as a solid entity.
Without the unrelenting commitment of Pamela
Anderson, - Erika: Eieniak; David Chai‘vet,

Carmen Electra and Jaason -Simons:toname a

few,allwe would have been lc;ft with was afairly
tired: looking set with generic storylines: It’s

the cffort, the drive, the unquestionahble loyalty

that held the show so tightly together and
helped elevate it to the hard hitting, intelligent
drama you all came to know and adore. At the
end of the day, it didn't matter that T was paid
just that little bit more, or that'l had a secret
veto on storvlines that involved David Charvet

1t is arguably the
lorious 73 . ear

“obvious star of the show

r-with: millions of dollars and more

: it Was a ;
' mgmh ant slide down the ladder of fame to

Hasselhoffitorial

o OF THE Uty o2

MAY 2005

gettlng m01e hot gxrl a(‘tlon:than myself (lh
after all, I‘wa

thef lifeguard).. What mattered was we wére

‘a team, a ught organuduo of people workmg, .

for the same grand cause the chance to make

xpeople laugh cry and often thmk deeply abi)
: dcep thmgs

- Wor king with the edlt()rs thl&. weekend Lve
tned to: 1mprcsc. upon them the great need to

~respect this team and defer to their wishes

I've helped ‘them realise that sometimes it

. 1%111 necessarlly to pamt a compleie pxcluxe

for their audience - that sometimes, subtlety
is the key. Like when my chdmcter Mitch and::
Stephamc used to flirt all ‘rhe tim Everybody
knew we ‘were in-love. Hcck wo'knew it too.
But we d1dn t feel the need to bcat people over L
the: head with it. : ] .
“It’s the same with On th guy ,” 1 sald l
them. “Just bommc ‘you think students have

aright to know about some of the thmg,s that

are happening around them doesn’t mean thcy; .

~do. If the Students’ As ociation is trying to -

communicate to you that sorne lhmgs are best
kept on the qmet well, you S_,Otld respect that
man.’ :
Allin all, P've had a Super fun time acting
as Chief Editor this week. It's been really
great to be able to act as advisor, mentor and
henefactor all in one hit. Plus; [ feel L've broLtght‘ i
some: really special elements to the new look
paper, especially with the ‘snapshots . of me .

© throughout my long and illustrious career

Peace and love guys,




I Hasslehoffaliscious

Council meeting 13/4/05
consisted mainly of responsible SAUA
cost cutting in light of the impending
funding shortage. Phone lines were
immediately cut, the president’s
mobile phone subsidy was cut and
honoria for 2006 will be withheld.
Discussion will be undertaken as
to the futures of the SAUA’s most
expensive trophies Student Radio
and On Dit.

Amongst much impotent speech
making (mostly on the part of
Pearson (President) and. Joyce (On
Dit) some interesting questions were
asked. In reponse to the slogan that
students should decide if VSU is to
be implemented John Pezy asked, “If
students decide that they do want
VS8U, will the SAUA stop campaigning
against it?” Dave, somewhat
comically, responded “no

And from On Dit, “Has any research
been undertaken as to how effective
the SAUA can be with the proposed
cuts, and is there a chance it could
have been effective without that
funding all along?”

After an outburst from the
Women’s and Environment Officers
in regards to money spent covering
damages from O’Camp some
small fuss was made over Lavinia
(Sexuality) and her report. Within
the report reference was made to her
carnal experiences with a Labour
boy as well as to her disapproval of
her fellow Sexuality Officer’s recent
efforts, While originally she was.
urged to cut sections of the report
out, Councillor Marks cautioned

SAUA Round Up

against Big  Brother-
esque erasure of history
and instead implored her
to seriously consider the
longevity of what had
been written. In the end
the report was passed
virtually untouched and is
in the SAUA for all to see.

Council meeting 13/04/
05 was always going to be
a rush with the Make Some Noise rally
on the very next day. Reports were
rushed through as well as a little bit of
policy concerning On Dit and possibly
prompted by On Dit’s reticent attitude
to SAUA actions of late, in particular
the aforementioned rally.

On Dit had failed to publish some
anti-VSU  information and had
declined to particpate in the Make
Some Noise publication after deciding
that students would be unhappy with
an anti VSU rally that cost $15,000,
and did not wish to implicate
themselves.

The policy is:

4a) 1.2 On. Dit shall promote the official
activities and campaigns of the SAUA.

b)1.1 On Dit shall be recognised as
the official publication of the SAUA.

1.2 On Dit shall strive to publish
editions that are in the best interest
of the members of the SAUA.

1.3 On Dit shall at no time
discriminate between the differemt
departments of the SAUA.

1.4 The SAUA recognises that On
Dit’s ability to achieve its mission
statement and objectives would be

eroded significantly or completely
under VSU. On Dit shall strive
to promote this policy at all
applicable times.

The effect of the policy depends on
whether the interest of the SAUA and
its members is synonomous with the
SAUA council and open to various
interpretations. ~ With  council’s
current presumption of some sort
of mandate (despite only 15% of the
uni population voting) it sems that
the Editors may have some difficulty
in arguing that they are able to judge
(should they be so presumptious) the
interest of the students and use their
editorial control accordingly.

It may simply be a friendly
reminder that On Dit should not
prevent the dessemination of SAUA
info, in which case we give a jolly
wave back. Or it may open the way
for a more intimate form of SAUA
interference in On Dit content and
comment, which ultimately damages
the organisation’s much needed
transparency.

Dan Joyce

It seems that a diversity of opinion.
- on how to tackle the VSU problem

conflicts with the ‘team spirit’
so pertinently outlined by David
(Hasslehoff).

In line with new Students’
Association policy and as part of
my attempt to rise from my “dingy
office” and join with those “students
that are actually out there doing
something to fight VSU” 1 will
be endeavouring to “do’ the right
. thing” and join a club”, commit to
memory a vast bank of vague and
alliterated  slogans, such as “Fight
the Fees!” and “VSU Silences You”
while ‘generally incorporating ‘you’
and ‘your’ into every aspect of my
political volcabularly (eg. your voice,
needs you, your money etc).

"Over the next few weeks students
will notice several On Dit banners of
appropriately dubious construction
hung, in lurid colour, against the

walls of aged' University buildings

and if you come down to the office

and sign a petition I might even

have a lollipop waiting for you.
Dan Joyce

On Dit has become a combatant in
a fight that it has no interest in being
involved in.

The tone in which the policy
changes were passed at council is of
great concern. At several points in the
meeting I was reminded of Council’s
power to both cut honouraria and, of
greater concermn,- editions. ‘Given the
success of this year’s volume there
is no justification beyond that On Dit
isn’t parroting SAUA rhetoric.

By passing Policy point 4.b.1.4 Council
is attempting to direct the content of what
should be an independent publication.

It's lucky that I am personally
opposed to VSU because otherwise

this policy would force me to seriously -

compromise my integrity.

If T am against VSU, or any “other .

SAUA pos1t10n, L have the right to
say so in my elected capacity.
Any direction from any external
 body other than' the student
collective . is more than .On Dit
should have to suffer. We should
be ‘as critical ' of ‘the SAUA’s
control over On Dit as Murdoch’
‘control over Fox.
. Please everyone just be cool,
'and 1et us ki ep d01 :

The SAUA seems content to deign
to dictate what should and shouldn’t
go into On Dit without considering
the larger elements of why they
wanted to be representatives in the
first place.

So they want us to don strmgs
and dance to their merry music?
Interesting. I'd like to know what
everybody else thinks. Is it unfair
to assume students can take some
sort of responsibility for knowledge
re the inner workings of our
halloweed student organisation?
Apparently so.

Clementine Ford

Again, I find myself in a situation of
having to justify myself and the AUU
- and it is again— based on your own
inability to seek accurate information
or seemingly aslc any more than one
or two biased sources.

Inever refused a waiver for the Little
Theatre unless the logo was splashed
all over the promotional material.
The waiver had already been granted
and I simply drew the Women'’s Vice-
President’s attention to the fact that
in policy — the posters of any affiliate
of the AUU requires the AUU logo on
them. And after all, it is the Women’s
Department of the SAUA (an AUU
funded affiliate) running this event.

I am also extremely frustrated by
On Dit’s seeming unawareness of the
goings-on around them by stating
that the AUU is “going to bat so hard
against the inevitable (VSU) (rather
than trying to perform some damage
control and organization)” Hello?
What have I been doing for the last
4 months? In fact, we now have the
first draft of a strategic plan - that
I insisted ALL of the affiliates and
stakeholder of the AUU must dictate
- that will guide our restructure
so that everything can stay alive in
some form — including representation
after VSU is implemented. If I keep
working at this rate, I am confident
that the AUU will survive and will
accept nothing less. Sorry Andres,
I'm stealing your dramatic schtick.

In addition, Don’t you think it might
be a wee bit counter-productive to
slag off Prosh — another student
event with a different but just as
worthy message? I realise that you
believe that the AUU just approached
Matt Walton the Activities Officer
and organiser and just gave him
sponsorship for it because he’s
a darling — but he actually went
through a process of requesting that
sponsorship from us. On the other
hand, the AUU was never approached
for sponsorship by the organiser of
“The Vagina Monologues”. And we
would have most certainly supported
sponsoring this event. Without a
doubt, ‘

Your last cover, although meant
satirically, was also culturally
offensive to a lot of people and you
should have thought and checked
with the OSA before you ran it

So, ‘again, I reiterate ~ check your
facts. With more than one opinion
if you don't already know firsthand
and while I'm at it - learn that part
of journalistic integrity is not abusing
people in print for their opinions in
your paper. Part of democracy is that
everyone has a right to a say. Within
reason. Nazi Germany was probably
taking it a bit too far.

Jennifer Turner
President ‘
Adelaide University Union

The Union was never asked for sponsorship, it was
asked to waive a fee for a-space that shouldn't be so
horrifically overpriced in the first place, Prosh was never
‘slagged off, the funding allocated to it was. As I pointed
out to you, the information I received was from David
Pearson, an accurate source for SAUA justifications I'mi
sure y0u’d agree, Meanwhile, it's a cheap swipe to try and
validate your hollow argument by attacking last. week’s

cover. Ever heard of subversive art? ~ Clementine

On Dit 73. 8



Letters .

On Dit 73.7, Multicultural Edition

THE BUZZ

ON THE STREET

Dear Editors,

I write to express my concern
about the way students money is

being wasted on this Make Some
Noise campaign. Whether you like
it or not VSU is inevitable. What
the union should be doing is
concentrating on how to give
students the best possible value
for their union fee. That way
next year when students will
have the choice, they may think
to themselves ‘I got my money’s
worth last year, so I'm going join
up again this year.” Wasting
money on pointless campaigns is
only going to ensure that union
membership drops enormously.

To the union I say, you have
seven  months to convince
students that membership to the
union is worthwhile, make the
msot of it.

Jerome Appleby

“OWNED BY
A HIERARCHY

OF STUDENT
POLITICIANS”

Dear Danny,

I was curious as to how 1t felt

when last week SAUA Council.

_passed the motion that On Dit is to
be under their control? How does
it feel that your position"is now
owned by a hierarchy of student
politicians? So much for freedom
of the press. On Dit is now a
politically controlled tool. It seems
that what little On Dit criticised
the practices of the union was just
too much for them to handle. So

much for the SAUA promoting the

voice of students. There'll be none

of that any more, youll take your
orders from above and students
can look forward to future
additions laden with propaganda.
To be honest it sounds like a pretty
shitty prospect to me Danny so I'd
hate to think of how you feel.

Perhaps it’s time to consider
On Dit's options. The possibility
of accepting sponsorship through
advertising from outside the
University is something you
will no doubt come to consider
with onset of VSU but have you
considered that On Dit’s financial
independence will allow you to
disaffiliate from the fascist regime
that is our Union? You would be
free to print what you want. Yes
you would have to pander to the
desires of you readers but it’s
surely the lesser of two evils. Oh...
but what am I saying? I forgot
that the Editors have the upmost
respect for the student population
despite the seeming condescending
tone of so many articles.

Jo Selbert

Thanks for your interest Jo.
Needless to say we are a little
concerned about the attitude of the
SAUA toward us at the moment
and I must admit that I didn’t
enjoy the repeated threats to cut
editions. Hopefully if we just keep
doing a good job people will cool
out a little and realise that On Dit
doesn’t want to make any enemies.
As for condescending - it’s hard to
be condescending when you're
looking up from a basement,

Danny

SAUA RATS ON A

SINKING SHIP

Dear OnDit,

I find it funny that the only time
we (student body) ever get to see
the SAUA rats is:

A)Election Time

B)Any thing that threatens the
OB’s cash flow for doing absolute
jack, The only reason that the
student pollies are out today
fighting VSU is so they dont loose
their presious honouraria. I mean
really, mandatory unionism has
been gone for so long it isnt funny
any more, sure i joined my union

- at work .and they give away a CD.

each month but I chose to join.
This university and  its wunion
makes us join and if we don’t
blocks access : adelaide from us
(I dont know my law too well but
im guessing thats pretty shonky.)
Its pathetic, most union .things
(ie child care and essentials) will
contiue to run, the bar will either
up prices or fmd a. sponsor - i.e
tooheys coopers - the Mayo will
be replaced by regular food outlets
YAY! So who looses from: VSU -

'student politics, and who' cares, .

they’re elected by the 1000 people
minority can can be stuffed to vote
or friends and the OB’s get paid
for shit, i mean really when was
the last time we saw something
from the enviromental officer????
{and same goes for last year.) So
goodbye SAUA pack your bags
and find a job - thats if a 7 year
arts degree will get you anything
better than picking garbage off a
freeway.....

B.T'W - stop shitting on
about how HECS is unfair for
underprivelaged kids, what about
the 160 dollars you slam on them
each semester??? The 400 dollar
equal access scheme ain'’t too well
advertertised either.....

King Angry Dwarf

ALL OR

NOTHING

Dear Editor

The moment is opportune for the
self-declared ecumenical Pope
Benedict XVI to advocate that all
Christian denominations pledge a
whole-hearted return to the law
of God, rather than persisting
in an observance that has for
centuries been at best limp-
wristed. For instance, it is written
with absolute clarity (Leviticus 20:
13) that the homosexual offender
has committed an abomination in
the sight of the Lord and must be
put to death. Are there two ways of
readlng that decree?

It is also written clearly enough
that the blasphemer and
the sabbath-breaker must also die
the death, as must the adulterer,
the man who sleeps withhis
father’s wife, and the rebellious
son. Why should the churches
have any problem insisting that
God’s law be implemented as
it is written, and not selectively
in order to suit the whim of the
age? Leteach cardinal make it
known to the secular arm of his
or her State that the law.of God
is deadly serious, bearing in mind
that Jesus was careful to. state
that he would not change as much
as one of its jots or tittles.

I have spared you the list of other

‘offences that are an abomination

in the sight of “the Lord” as well
as the list of sundry  offences
for . which . the punishment is
variously death by stoning or
burning; the cutting off of a hand,
or. ostracism. These matters
are dealt with specifically in- the
Most: Holy Books : of Leviticus
and Deuteronomy which should
be ‘'made  compulsory -reading in
toto at every Christian service of
worship. Not to worry about fine

distinctions:. one book is quite as .

tox10 as the other

Smcerely‘ P METCT RIS
Bill Priest’ .~ . -

WHAT THE

HECS?

No offence Editors but why do
you publish letters with false

information such as “A loss of
representation” This person
makes claims that “we want lower
TER entrance scores, the Uni
wants more fee paying students
(creating less TER places).
Creating less TER places? WHAT A
FUCKING IDIOT!!ll The govt. sets
the amount of HECS places per
degree, the uni then opens extra
places for those who are willing
to pay upfront, The fee paying
positions do NOT take away
places from the HECS students.
There are limits on who can enter
each degree even if theyre a fee
paying student, in this case the
Universtiy sets the cut off TER
at which it thinks is suitable for
the level of the course. I'm a fee
paying student because in the
end my degree will be cheaper,
not because i didn’t get the TER
i needed.

T'd like to point out that AFBE
students can also chose the option
of applying for FEE-HELP which
basically still means you don’t pay
off your degree untill you finish it
and start working. It’s exactly like
HECS but at a better rate. I guess
you wouldn’t have known that
because you make claims before
knowing the facts. So if you still
can’t bring yourself to apply for an
AFBE place at the TER it should
be at then go apply at UniSA where
the majority of TERs dropped this
year, just like you wanted?

Proud AFBE student

SOME GUY

COMPLAINS

Was it only a mischievous
rumour, or a dream, ' that
the Australian population

overwhelmingly takes a dim view
of this country’s: poodling too
closely in the footsteps of you-
know-who ‘in the United States,
undet John Howard’s so-called
popular leadership? .

Glancing - through yesterday's
local rag '- dedicated ~mainly
to parochialism, “and  only  the
frothiest bubbles of sensationalism
from “beyond the cusps of ‘the
Adelaide Hills - suggested it can
only have been one or the other.
Not an- echo of the rumour or
canny 1nterpretat1on of the dream
anywherel

Let’s just bow to the cultural
cringe and pretend everythmg in
the garden " :

1s lovely

o Dave Diss

" OnDIt73.8



I Letters

Dear Eds,

What’s up the arse of the Labor
Left on campus?

I was interested to see those
clowns with what appeared to be
surgical masks over their mouths
at Minster Vanstone’s speech the
other day on campus.

I must say I'm confused. Were
they paying tribute to Michael
Jackson? Or was it a symbolic
reminder of how they all love
doctoring the Union to suit their
backward political beliefs?

Whatever the reason, it was
a relief not having to endure
the stinky bong breath of the
hack who sat near me. At least
the masks achieved something
worthwhile,

But why was it that President
Dave only wore his mask when he
was having his photo taken? Was
it only for show mate? Or did you
have breathing difficulties brought
on by too many nerves?

Who cares, it was his CHOICE
to wear the mask. There’s a new
word for ya Dave - ‘choice’. Write
it down, it’s a good one.

Despite all the protests, I
reckon the speech that Vanstone
delivered was bloody awesome.
'm a hardcore republican mate.
As that guru of Australiana Barry
McKenzie once sang: ‘All Pommies
are bastards, bastards or worse
and England is the arsehole of the
Universe’.

The republican debate needs a
boost, and it was beaut to hear
Minister Vanstone crank up the
issue again, I reckon even my old
mates on the left would agree with
me on that. Indeeéd, all in all it was
a top day out.

It was just too bad that those
unwashed yobbo protestors from
Flinders saw fit to rock up and
significantly decrease the average
IQ of the ¢rowd. One looks at those
bloody ‘idiots and can’t help but
seriously consider conscription.
Flinders trash can go to jail.

“We'l see ya next time.

Alby Loﬁgbottom

THNOTORIU
AARON RUSSEL

On Aaron Russel’s latest offering
of right wing drivel: Mate, if you -
understood what an abortion was
truly like you would not seek to
spout your pro life crap to anyone

- argurnent! , ]
. retnind you of the two world wars

who will listen. Choice is a word
the Liberals love to throw around
(students should have a CHOICE
to pay their student services fee,
women's CHOICES should be
limited in whether they can seek
abortion) And despite the repeated
rantings of a middle class prat, who
has probably never had to make a
choice for himself in his life, [ am
proud of the fact that there are so
many women who refuse to back
down on this issue, and continue
to take to task men (and yes, it is
men, [ haven’t heard any women
speak so vociferously against
abortion in this current round
of debate) who seelk to limit their
choices. Stop polluting the sacred
spaces of the On Dit opinion pages
with your unmitigated garbage,
you are not convincing anyone of
anything except that you indeed
are a fuckstick, fuckstick.

Mel Hughes

Be Alert AND Alarmed

The news is lying to you. And
before you get up to defend the
lovely-but-stern Sandra Sully or
the lovable George Donikian, let
me explain myself. Everything
you hear on the news is, to the
best of my knowledge, true. If they
say a missile hit a hospital, well
then gosh darn it, a missile really
did hit a hospital. But take some
time to think about how they are
saying what they are saying, and
what they might be leaving out.

When you hear a phrase like “The
bombardment killed one civilian”
do you react the same way as
when you hear “America dropped a
bomb which killed the 33 year old
Mathematics teacher Joe Bloggs,
who had a wife and a daugther.”?
Of course you don’t. Firstly,
one civilian is just a little dot,
whereas Joe Bloggs'is (or rather,
was) a real person. Secondly, ‘the
bombardment’ is nobody’s' fault.
It's not America who killed ‘that
person, it’s ‘the bombardment’.
Bad bombardment, bad, bad.

Think about the terms wused
to describe this war — operation,
hostilities, - conflict, ‘strike. It
makes you think of a boardroom
It - definitely : doesn’t

or the Vietnam war, of blood and

~guts and flies and screams. Itis so

ironic that the news reporters and

_ the government shower us with the
‘phrase “Lest we forget”™ on ‘Anzac
. day, Becausé that’s exactly what

they’re helping us do - to forget.
We're being conned’ifito thinking
that  this ' war " is - completely
different from all those that went

before it. We've got Smart' Bombs,

Patriot Missiles and Scuds now
— they kill people nicely, not like
those ugly old guns.

I think George Orwell said it best
in his book Nineteen Eighty Four:

“Don’t you see that the whole
aim of Newspeak is to narrow the
range of thought?”.

If the word ‘Newspeak’ were
replaced  with  ‘news-speak’,
we could retitle that book Two
Thousand and Five.

I grew up in a Communist
country and the most important
thing [ learned was to question
what I was told, not just to believe
what the propaganda machine
spat out. And I find that even now,
in this free country, it is crucial to
question, to take everything with a
pinch of salt. Don’t be gullible and
don’t be fooled into thinking that
we’re not in an ugly and real war.
Be alert and be very very alarmed.

Cristina Barbulescu

Dear Sirs,

I read with alarm some letters
to the Editor in the Education
Edition of On Dit attacking VSU.

The greatest lie which is
put out by those arguing for
compulsory unionism is that:
as we all pay taxes (to sovereign
governments) for services we may
not need/use and this is ‘okay’;
then by all of us paying taxes to
our union for services most of us
do not need/use is also ‘okay’.
Where this argument falls flat on
its face is that the university is
not the government and should
not be able to tax us for turning
up to wuniversity. Further, as
we are already paying taxes to
the government to pay for these
services, why should we pay
additional money to the university
to pay for these services again?
Governments which are elected by
the electorate fell obliged to manage
the taxes they raise. Student
unions do not manage the funds
they tax from their fellow students
at all. Rather,at state and federal
elections both the major parties
talk about giving tax cuts to the
electorate--at university elections
the student politicians make
no effort to make the students’
money go-that little bit further.
Since . I have been at university
the student union fee has almost
doubled with no improvements in
the services...sorry, no noticeable
improvements in the services for
the students who make up the
majority of student population.

1 often think that universities
are the last bastion of socialist
thinking,
you will. " To" read that ‘essential
services”  like: . childcare, legal
services, academic advocacy, 24
‘hour- insurance and the like, will

a socialist © utopia " if'

be under treat if VSU is introduced
all I can say is that I am going to
university to get a degree, not to
support social misfits who can’t
cross North Terrace to find these
services like anyone else. When
one looks at the quality of student
representatives [ am left asking
myself: ‘s student politics (and
the honoraria which goes with
office bearer positions} a sheltered
workshop?’. The people that we
have elected to represent us are
fighting to maintain compulsory
unionism because they don’t want
to be out of job that pays them
very well to do nothing.

Universities should be a place
of learning where excellence is
encouraged and people are taught
to look after themselves. Rather,
universities have become the place
where the dead-wood of society has
accumulated over the generations
as it is the last socialist outpost
where everything is provided for
the lazy and stupid.

Yours,
MDHvD
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The idiot box [

Corrupt Indonesian officials
and haphazard Australians have
headlines of late. The Sydney Momning He
reported last week that there is speculation
amongst lawyers that the Bali 9 were arrested
in Indonesia as part of a political stunt
designed to get either leniency from the judges
in Schapelle Corby’s case, or to consolidate
the closer diplomatic relationship between
Australia and Indonesia. “There’s plenty of
speculation that perhaps these young people
are sacrificial lambs in that - in terms of a
new-found relationship between Australian
and Indonesian authorities - the Indonesians
can accept the kudos for the interception,
rather than the Australians,” says Rob Stary,
criminal lawyer of 25 years.

Meanwhile, the media is speculating whether
or not the Bali 9 will be convicted and executed
by firing squad under Indonesia’s tough anti-
drug laws. If they had been able to reach
Australia instead they would be facing a
maximum of life imprisonment and, as The
Herald reports, “intelligence could have been
gained in terms of understanding the network
distribution in this country, by trying to identify
who, higher up in the chain, is responsible for
importation.”

Schapelle Corby’s whole emotional saga has
been leapt upon on by various media outlets
with reports of a documentary team following
Corby and sympathetic, effeminate pictures of
a crying Corby (usually behind bars or fainting)
gracing the front pages most weeks. The New
Zealand Herald reported last week she took a
pregnancy fest in gaol to disprove allegations
by a local paper that she was having a casual
sexual relationship with a fellow inmate also
incarcerated on drug charges.

A Current Affair and Today have managed “to
get close” to two of the families of the Bali 9
accused, paying for one family’s flight to Bali
and escorting them to see their son. They claim
the families have not been paid for stories.

Amidst all the media circus, Schapelle Corby
and the Bali 9 languish in. their cells. She
no longer faces the death penalty, but may
spend the rest of her life in an Indonesian
gaol. The others face a bullet in the brain.
Indonesian criminal law- inherited from the
Dutch- gives the public prosecutor’s case more
weight than what you would except from an

the prosecution, which explains why it was
so significant for Corby (and so dramatically
captured by the Australian press) that the
prosecutors did not push for the death
penalty.

Immediately Michael Jackson seems like
yesterday’s news. Eccentric pedophiles are out,
and the soap opera of drug smuggling is in, as
updates are brought into our lounge rooms
every evening. Young kids, crying women,
retribution, body boards, freezer bags and
strapping tape. Perhaps, Maria, Full of Grace
(a movie about Colombian heroin smugglers)
sheds a better light on that murky and time-
honoured trade of illicit substances than ACA
can ever hope to do between their segments on
miracle weight-loss treatments and the bloke
who can swallow his whole left fist.

Alex Solomon-Bridge

Lrl

4, The Apprentice's Donald Trump

2. The Bali 9's Renae Lawrence

Australia’s
Top Rating

Reality TV
Stars:

5. The Simple Life's Nicky and Paris Hilton

3. Court's Michael Jackson

1, Jail's Schapelle Corby
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An Exhibition of new paintingsiby

Sam Songcailo

Delacatessen Gallery, 9/Anster St Adelaide
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Peter Costello has built his career on a
firm platform of fiscal responsibility, an
accountant’s wet dream, he’s taken the
economy from a position of vulnerability
to being one of the strongest in the region.
With his tenth Federal budget less than a
week away rumours are quickly spreading
about the cutbacks contained therein. The
Liberal front bench have already given away
some of the secrets of their new budget, most
controversially their proposed reforms to IVF funding,

Currently the Government supplies half
of the eight thousand dollars required for a
single cycle of IVF treatment. As it stands
women are allowed a near infinite number;
attempts at IVF, so long as they can pr /
their portion of the fee, The joint pro
the Treasurer Costello and Healt
Tony Abbott would see women under the
age of 42 given a limit of th IVE eycles
per year and women over 4 a limit of
three cycles in their entir

are far less gen
Britain and Ngy

which show ]
have only a 2
birth through IVF
such a low sticcess
better spent in pursuit

" that, should
the taxpayer
i be subsidising
h, treatment
% which has a
98% - failure
rate?” Since
/ the inception

of the
" Medicare safety

net there has been an

82% increase in the costs
incurred to the taxpayer
due to a doctor initia
restructuring of
structure. For th

in this
BEvery IV
circumstan

do have in co

Serate desire to

have a child” : "an impassioned
position, complete ¥dds with the cool,
calm rationality of the™penny pinchers”, it has

a value in a debate on what is, at it’s core, a -

governmental
lably miniscule
n be negligible.
really considered
can't even attempt to
ch it comes to mean to
firly those who can’t conceive
means, nor can I begin to
e on that opportunity. While it
easonable to discourage potential
with inordinately low chances of
iving from undertaking a cycle, it seems
redibly callous to refuse them if they are
repared to put up a significant portion of
the money themselves and suffer the physical
ills. With so much money wasted on other, far
more superfluous schemes it seems arbitrary
to single out hopeful mothers as a significant
drain on the budget’s bottom line. Personally
I'm more than willing to give up my ivory
backscratcher to give some woman I don’t
know the chance to have a child, and the
leeral frontbench should be too.

Danny Wills
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I'm With

For one so ambitious, The Honourable

Senetor Amanda Vanstone quite often makes
startlingly accurate assessments.

During my interview with her last year,
she demanded perspective on the issue of
mandatory immigration detention (just after
she mistakenly compared Baxter to Yatala,
told me Australians need to divert their
attention from those asylum seekers who have
been ‘detained’ for over three years in what
are effectively desert prisons, implied that
long-term indefinite detention does not affect
a person’s mental health, and accused me of
being ‘cruel’ to stateless people).’

In the Rennie lecture theatre just prior to the
reading break, at the invitation of the Liberal
Club, she spoke about the need for Australia to
become a Republic (to the chagrin of her hosts,
whose theme song is ‘God Save The Queen)).

But my focus in this edition is her incredibly
astute assessment that ‘what people are
interested in and what’s in the national interest
aren’t necessarily the same thing’.?

For that statement, I must extend my gratitude
to MsVanstone. It’s not often we hear members of
national governments come out with comments
so directly critical of the finance-based,
World Trade Organisation (WTO)-regulated
internationalisation in which we find ourselves
trapped like mice in an exercise wheel.

Let me explain, and Il begin by reminding
you of the idea that underpins the Westminster
style of representative democracy. The nation’s
population is divided into a number of roughly
equal ‘electorates’. For convenience, this division
is geographical, so that each electorate is made up
of people clustered in the one area. Every three
years or thereabouts, each adult citizen casts a
vote at a Polling Booth to elect a representative
for her electorate. That representative is then
afforded a Seat in Parliament, situated in
Canberra. For the next three years, the people
of each electorate are represented by their local

. little more than an extension of US foreign pol-

Vanstone

actually responding to their own fears that ‘The
Market’ might not like a Labor government as
much as a Liberal one. ‘The Market’, in this
sense, is not a space (like a shop) where people
trade things (like food and currency), but
rather those entities — mainly corporations
- that can influence the cash rate.

At least since the Industrial Revolution,
globalisation has been inevitable. Interna-
tionalisation has not. The particular sys-
tem of globalisation we are currently living is

icy. Like any ‘good’ national government (note
here a problem inherent in the Westphalian sys-
tem), the US government was out to get the best
deal possible for its citizens (the last three words
seem to have been obscured of late). Having been
influenced by a group of Cold War ideologues,
recent US governments have realised the am-
bitions of those who conceived the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) at
the infamous Bretton Woods conference in 1944.
A third organisation, the WTO, was added to the
mix in 1995, ostensibly to regulate trade among
hations and to assist ‘developing’ countries to
‘develop’ faster, along neo-liberal WTO-prescribed
paths. Of course, this hasn’t happened, and
mostly the poorer nations are locked into a largely
draconian WTO system they can’t escape. But
amidst all these acronyms and nationalist ideolo-
gies, individual people seem to have missed out,
or been forgotten altogether.

After the failure’ of multilateral trade talks
around the turn of the century, the subsequent
proliferation of ‘Free Trade’ agreements (FTA)
has highlighted just how ridiculous the
disparity has become between what people
are interested in’ and ‘what’s in the national
interest’. No Australian individual in her right
mind, after reading the text of Australia’s FTA
with the US, could ever declare her support
for it. The ‘free trade’ is mostly all one-way;
many barriers to Australian exporters to the US

Member = of Parliament, P -
who  argues, debates amidst all these
and : campaigns in their

(collective) interest.

Those of you currently
choking on your sausage
rolls are no doubt aware that
such a process simply does
not occur anymore, if it ever
did. The above description
ignores the fact that most of

acronyms and
nationalist ideologies,
individual people
seem to have missed
out, or been forgotten
altogether.”

remain. Australia’s world-class
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme
(PBS) (which, ironically, is being
copied by some US states)
will cease to provide benefits
to needy people and redirect
‘benefits’ to the ultra-rich US
pharmaceutical companies.
Australia’s quarantine system
will be destroyed by subjecting
quarantine decisions to review by

us vote for-a political party
— perhaps even a Prime Minister. Members of
Parliament hardly represent theéir electorate!
Publicly and in Parliament, they represent the
Party Line, and at caucus meetings and behind
closed doors they represent their Factions,

It’s true that Members of Parliament .are
hardly ever seen to waver from the Party Line.
But this is only half the truth. It’s when we

inquire as to what that Party Line is that things "
end up looking about as far from: the or1g1nal :

intention of those who devised the West
‘system as you could possibly get..

More and more often, the Party Lin (of- the ;
party in government, and of that party closest;

to government, in what’s called ‘opposition) is’

‘representative of a minority group that presently :
wields enormous power internationally and o~
globally, one that has destroyed entire natlonal'f'

and supranational economies.

The group I'm talking about is that made .

up of financial speculators, currency trader
and neo-liberal ideologues  (often “the same

people).

. representatives,

Those millions who voted Liberal last -
October because: they bought into. that party’s d
scare campaign about 1nterest rate rises were. - Brer

trade boards. The government

‘procurermient system (vital for the development

oflocal industry) will be all but devastated. Huge

~slabs of US copyright legislation will be pasted

into domestic systems. Australian content on
radio, television and in cinemas will be cut even

further.® Tony Abbott’s predictable backflip

over his ‘iron-clad’ Safety Net guarantee before
the election had everything to do with weaning
people off traditional Medicare protection and
PBS ‘dependence’, in readiness for the FTA.
Yet the FTA was signed by Australian trade
without even Parliamentary
support. And the Australian Labor Party barely
put up a protest. . Somehow, although it is
not - and was never ~ in' the interest of most
fAustrallans, it was in the ‘national interest’. .
The Howard government’s reforms to Australia’s
iWage agreement and dJspute settlernent prooedu:e

v which

ST

the

transformation of universities from places of
learning to businesses competing for dollars,
are essentially aimed at increasing Australia’s

have completed

international competitiveness. There’s that
word again — international - inter-National. It
just doesn’t seem to matter that universities
are becoming degree factories, and students’
interests are increasingly vocational rather than
intellectual — what matters is the bottom line:
more dollars flowing into the Australian economy
(full fee-paying international students), less
dollars flowing ‘out’ (to subsidise intangibles like
education).

With recent funding cuts to film and
television production, symphony orchestras
and universities, the stagnation of funding
to the ABC, and the inability of governments
to adequately address the health, aging and
education crises hitting hospitals, nursing
homes and schools, anyone would think we
were experiencing economic hardship. But
according to Peter Costello, weve hardly
ever been in better shape, with official
unemployment, .inflation and interest rates
relatively low. It just seems that the money
isn’t ‘trickling down’ to us, the citizens.

The proportion of GDP spent by national
governments on customs control is bewildering,
given the minimal return. In Australia,
strategies to combat the proliferation of drugs
in society tend to involve international policing,
interdiction and sniffer dogs ~ costing millions,
but halting about 1% of the total illicit drug flow.
Meanwhile, ‘harm minimisation’ strategies that
might actually work (such as drug education in
schools, and pill-testing at parties and dances)
never see the funding required to get off the
ground. . Similarly, the Australian government’s
response to asylum seekers (unauthorised
arrivals’), which has recently involved such
ridiculously expensive measures as the Pacific
Solution, interdiction, international policing and
mandatory detention in purpose-built prisons,
hardly adds anything to the level of ‘protection’
of Australian people (unless you buy the Peter
Reith’s 2001 hint that some asylum seekers could
be terrorists). Rather, what is being protected is
the nation-state, defined by its borders, which
must be continually re-asserted and guarded.
This constant assertion of the fatherland fits
‘nicely into the inter-national system mandated
by trade organisations.*

- But I think that one of the biggest mistakes
‘an make at the moment is to think that

:Iynuch would be dlfferent had Mark Latham
“been made Prime Minister last October. Let’s
: Jjust say that did happen. Now, just over six

onths later, The Markets would either be (1).
pproving, which would mean that the Labor
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government had not attempted to significantly
challenge any of the dominant neo-liberal
ideas that reign supreme around the world
and hence Australian citizens would remain
disenfranchised, or (2) disapproving, which
would mean that investors would be pulling
out of the Australian market, bringing about
anything from a downturn to a depression.

In enforcing policies that do everything
from homogenise television content (you pick
the difference between Seven, Nine and Ten,
and while you're at it try to work out why the
Special Broadcasting Service (SBS), now with
ads and chasing ratings, can’t find anywhere
in its programming lineup for the acclaimed
German mini-series Heimat) to promote the
assimilation of Aborigines and immigrants,
our national government is betraying its desire
for sameness, And this makes sense, because
a uniform population is far easier to govern,
from the government’s perspective. We might
value difference, but not they.

Our elected representatives are no longer
accountable to we who elected them (if they
ever were). A common complaint can be heard:
that there is little difference between the Liberal
and Labor Parties. And, while ‘the rulers of the
world cloister themselves behind [closed doors],
they leave the rest of the world shut out of their
deliberations. We are left to shout abuse, to
hurl ourselves against the lines of police, to
seek to smash the fences which stand between
us and the decisions being made on our behalf.
They reduce us, in other words, to the mob,
and then revile the thing they have created. [...]
They are the actors, we the audience, and for all
our catcalls and imprecations, we can no more
change the script to which they play than the
patrons of a cinema can change the course of
the film they watch,’”

We need, however, to keep mindfiil of the fact that
‘we be many and they be few’, and that they need
us more than we need them’.¢ We have the power to
change this situation; we must simply realise it.

I'm definitely with Amanda on this one, though.
What people are interested in and what’s in the
national interest are hardly ever the same thing,

Russell Marks

1 Interview with Amanda Vanstone transcript, 2004. Email me
g .au) if you want a copy —it's hilarious.
E Quoted in 73(6) On.Dd 7 {5 April 2005).

3 John Singleton admits that his proposed fourth free-to-air
commercial TV network, which he argued should be a niche
station playing only Australian content, would be impossible
under the terms of the FTA. Those terms are aveilable throvigh the
Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade website www.dfiat.gov.ay ~
they are compulsory reading. {Don't rely on the two-page fact sheet
prepared by the Department — much of it is misleading and even
false, ‘summarising’ conditions directly opposite to those contained
in the Terms.)

* For a discussion of the fatherland-motherland dichotomy that
informs nation-al thinking and belief, see Ghassan Hage, Against
Paranoid Nationalism (Annandale: Pluto, 2003), esp 31-43.

8 George Monibiot, The Age of Consent (London: Flamingp, 2003), 84.

®Arundhati Roy, Confronting Empire, available . at
www.gidwatch.organ

With the start of another University
year comes the annual migration of many
students from rural and regional areas to
the city. One topic that may be on the tip of
some of these student’s lips is PETA’s (People
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals) boycott
of Australian wool due to mulesing practices.
For those readers who are more agriculturally
challenged than others, mulesing involves
the ‘... surgical removal of wool-bearing skin
from the crutch area”. This is done to give the
sheep a non wool-bearing patch of scarred
skin around the backside that consequently
helps significantly in flystrike prevention?.
Flystrike occurs when flies lay their eggs
around the sheep’s backside, the eggs then
hatch into maggots that eat the surrounding
flesh. If not crutched (wool removed from
the nether regions) / and or treated with
chemicals, the maggots will poison the
sheep’s blood, causing death.

PETA have boycotted Australian wool and
run a campaign to discredit its international
reputation. One ploy involved displaying in New
York a ‘... graphic image on a PETA billboard
of a lamb’s bloody rump alongside the words
“Did Your Sweater Cause a Bloody Butt?” The
billboard was removed after the landlord on
whose property it stood became repulsed by
it. The organization has been pressuring many
fashion houses and has so far gained a ‘positive
response of prestigious retailers Abercrombie &
Fitch, J.Crew, and U.K.-based mega-chain New
Look’. PETA have also held protests outside the
New York and Milan flagship stores of Benetton,
so far unsuccessfully.

PETA argues that the practice of mulesing
is ‘barbaric’ as the affected sheep suffer much
pain and stress. PETA cites studies that found
sheep have altered behaviour for up to 72
hours after the event, meaning that instead of
eating and lying around most of the time (like
UNISA students) they stood still. They believe
that the pain suffered by unsuspecting sheep is
unjustified as there are alternatives including;
increased monitoring and treatment, timely
crutching and shearing, insecticides, blowfly
control (fly traps), drenching (chemical
removal of lice, tics and worms) and lower
concentration of sheep on farms.?

In response, the NFF (National Farmers
Federation) have claimed that up to 3 million
Aussie sheep would die in agony in a bad
flystrike year, and that mulesing is in essence
‘a lesser of two evils’* They say that all but one
of the ‘alternatives’ put forward by PETA are
already practiced in unison with mulesing by
most farmers. They claim that the alternative
of lower concentrations of sheep on farms

must be weighed

up against

farm - viability.

Furthermore,

the NFF say

that mulesing is

only practiced Yeah, we thought niulesing was: pretty
by farmers 50 as well Llntll 11115 pictu oaped Lip"

where it is essential due to climate cond1hons
and or sheep breeds. This view is somewhat
confirmed by the RSPCA who consider mulesing
a necessary means of eliminating or minimising
the pain caused by flystrike in high risk areas.’

For the purpose of this article, Bill Hunt, a
Bordertown farmer with 40 years experience
who runs 4000 merino sheep, was interviewed.
Mr Hunt practices mulesing on his flock, and
claimed that it makes a significant difference,
especially in warm, wet weather. He said that
after mulesing, the sheep are ‘a bit sore for 4
or 5 days, but after 10 days they have pretty
much healed to the point where you can
handle them again’. When questioned about
the pain suffered by the sheep, Mr Hunt
cited studies that have shown that sheep,
being a ‘prey animal’, when threatened,
release massive amounts of epinephrine and
norepinephrine, which have a narcotic effect
and soften the pain.

It seems that PETA’s underlying concern is
that Australian farmers put profits above a
sheep’s welfare. However, Mr Hunt claims that
whilst farmers are concerned with making
profits, the stress levels of sheep are directly
related to wool prices. A stressed sheep will
have lower quality wool, bringing a 20%
discount. In essence it is in the farmers best
interest to care for their sheep’s welfare.

While it seems that many of PETA’s claims
are somewhat irrational, using ‘Michael Moore
style’ fact omissions and exaggerations, logic
would suggest that some farmers probably
mules with little regard for the sheep’s welfare
and possible alternatives, preferring instead
to rely on tradition. However the same logic
would suggest that the wvast majority of
profit seeking farmers probably do all that
is necessary to care for their sheep. Perhaps
a solution would be a non-binding code of
practice, giving guidelines of where and when
mulesing is necessary. :
" Patrick Cozens

a carnivore

Thttp:/ /agspsrv34.agric.wa.gov.au/agency /[pubns/farmnote/
1996/104696.htm

http:/ /agspsrv34.agric.wa.gov.au/agency/ pubns/farmnote/
1994/F07294.htm

Bhttp:/ /www.savethesheep.com/pdf/ WoolReport12-04-02.pdf. -

“http:/ /www.nff.org.au/pages/nr04/152.html

Shitp://www, woohsbest com/documents/

debunkingPeta6Myth.pdf

On Dit 73.8




l Hasselhoffice Bearers

Hi All,

- In this week’s column I have a couple of
requests of everyone who participated. in.the
Make Some Noise festival last week, and to.
all . those ' students out there who support
Universal‘Student Unionism.

Phone Calls: ‘ ’
I said at the rally last week that I need

everyone there, and everyone who cares to
come into the Students’ Assocmhon pick; up:f

a phone and call a Liberal or Natlonal part

senator and ask them not to vote for VSU.-
Brendan Nelson has stated that he: receives
letters and phone calls from: people who do
not want to pay ‘their student services fee,

but hasn’t heard from those who support the
universal student membership that currently
exists. As such we need to ‘make it loud an

clear, feel free to come 1nto the SAUA and seﬂ

Keep on truckin’ fellas!

Greetings and
Salutations.
On Wednesday the

16" of March 2005 self-
determination for the
Indigenous population
was severely destroyed
when a bill was passed
through Parliament to
finalise the abolishment of

ATSIC (Aboriginal & Torres
Strait Islander Commission).
The Federal Government
rejected a Labor amendment
which would give the commission
a six-month salvation. Despite the
amendment made by the Labor party
they did not persist with it in the
senate.

What is to happen now is that the
agencies and other indigenous services
that were under the “ATSIC umbrella”
are to be rolled into “mainstream
bureaucracies”. From this a 14 member
National Indigenous Council (NIC) will be a key
resource of recommendation.

Only one word comes to mind when I see
this. Assimilation. Assimilation means “the
process whereby a minority group gradually
adopts the customs and attitudes of the
prevailing culture”. In the past assimilation

if your not sure of what to say, we can help,
we've got running sheets to help you through
it. Just pop in for a few minutes, it might make
all the difference.

Letters: «

Along those same 11nes we have templates
for letters you can send to all of these people.
Or alternatively write a letter yourself, they
have to resepond to your letter if you write
nd1v1dually, so get writing and let’s make
r to all the Liberal backbenchers and
als in the Senate what the effects of this

‘;‘leg131’at10n wﬂl really be.

Petitlon. 2
"One final VSU' related task is the petition
that NUS (Natmnal Union of Students) is co-
ordmatlng At the Make Some Noise festlval we
., omething like 20 pages of signatures, but
e, S0 if you haven’t signed it please

was legislation in this country. Our children
forcefully removed had to assimilate into
“white society”. The year is 2005 and as an
indigenous Australian I would like pass on my
culture on to my children, but it is upsetting
when the Government is making steps like this
to eradicate our culture.

Until next time,

Nukkin Yal
Joel Bayliss

you like you can take a couple of pages and get
all of your friends to sign as well. It could make
all the difference.

SAUA Website and E-Newsletter:

Onme final task, and I do appreciate all those
people that respond to my queries in this
column, and that is to let me know the content
you would' like to see on the SAUA Website.
Favourite political websites, favourite quotes,
links to helpful reference guides, interesting
political novels, anything you think people
may be interested in. Our new website will be
up and.kicking soon. Finally, don’t forget that
you can get a whole bunch of discount cards
and often lolly pops for free when you sign
up to the SAUA e-newsletter in the Students
Assoc1at10n office.

:, Cheers :
David Pearson
SAUA President

- david.pearson@adelaide.edu.au
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Hasselhoffice Bearers .

Many of you may
have heard the
criticisms of the Make
Some Noise Festival
last Thursday. This
was an event put on
to celebrate student
organisations, to
create awareness
and to try to answer peoples questions about
VS8U, as there are still many students who
are not aware of the full implications of this
Legislation. It also gave students a chance
to show their collective opposition to VSU,
but most importantly we put this event on
because it is what students demanded, it’s
what students continuously vote for in student
elections. They vote for campus culture - more
bands on the lawns, beer, fresh and exciting
events. They voted for a Students’ Association
that is more visible than just writing a few
letters.

People can sit in their dingy offices and
take pot-shots at students that are actually
out there doing something to fight VSU, but
this will not help. All the well structured and
pompous arguments aren’t going to save On
Dit, Student Representation or the Services
that students need.

We need active student representatives that

This month the

Social Development
Committee of the
Parliament of
South Australia will
release its findings
on the viability
of the Statutes
Amendments Act- a bill which, if passed,
will see same-sex couples finally receiving
the same legal recognition as opposite-sex de
facto couples. South Australia is currently the
only state that does not recognise same-sex
relationships in law and the passing of this
bill will see us fall into line with the rest of
Australia. But where could we be heading with
all this queer law reform?

To answer the above question we need look
no further than our neighbours across the
Tasman Strait for as of the 26 of April same-
sex couples are not only recognised by law,
they now have the option of being recognised
in civil unions. The legislation to make this
possible was passed through the New Zealand
Parliament last week after much lobbying by
Queer activists.

We often mock New Zealand and its people
for being backward but within our corner
of the globe it appears they are the most
progressive sovereign state. In Fiji it is still
illegal to partake in homosexual acts, in
Australia our parliament is so fearful of
same-sex relationships it felt the need to
add into legislation that marriage is between
a man and a woman- no discrepancies- and
within our own state we don’t even recognise
that men have relationships with men and
women have relationships with women. If
the Social Development Committee finds that
the Statutes Amendments Act is not a viable
option for South Australians and/or State
Parliament refuses to pass it where will we
find ourselves? We like to think that we live
in a just and fair society but for whom does
justice prevail? Without further progression
South Australians may find that they are the
backwards ones, not New Zealanders.

David Kavanagh & Lavinia Emmet-Grey
Male & Female Sexuality Officers

are out there promoting the cause. This is
what we did and will continue to do. We will
encourage others to get on board. We do all of
this unashamedly.

As David Pearson always says, “The amount
to which this Legislation will change is limited
only by our ability to run a strong and broad
based campaign.”

I encourage all students to get out there and
find out exactly what VSU is. To find out what
your Students’ Association actually does. Yes
there is an element of political representation
- of course there is - it is there to criticise
political parties that are not doing the best
for students, no matter which party it is.
But that is not all your Students’ Association
does — It provides you with advocacy to
Faculties (If exams have been marked /written
unfairly), to the University (to encourage better
facilities, photocopying quotas, undergraduate
mentoring schemes and bikesheds) and the
wider Community (defending higher education
and showing its benefits to general society).

To get involved contact me on 8303 5406 or
jessica.cronin@adelaide.edu.au

Cheers,
Jess Cronin
Education Vice-President

“A  woman,
a horse and a
hickory tree,
the more you
beat’em the
better  they
be.”

0ld English
Proverb

“A wife may love a hushand who never beats
her, but she does not respect him.”
Russian Proverb

“Women should be struck regularly, like
gongs.” :
Eastern saying

I read these quotes to a lovely group of women
last night, to shocked gasps and outrage. As uni
students acting in a drama piece that mentions
the word ‘vagina’ more times in 1 hour 20
mins than I ever will utter in my lifetime, you
would expect them to reply in such a way...but
their response was not unique. Violence is a
distressing matter ~ anyone would be furious
to hear that their sister was bashed by her
partner for not preparing the right dinner, but
how much do we truly know about the nature
of violence? For one, it frequently occurs in
the home. Domestic Violence (DV). is often
shrouded in ignorance and misunderstood
through stereotypes - stereotypes and myths
that include:

. DV is only about physical violence.

. the victim is a weak woman who
desperately wants to flee her abusive husband

. the perpetrator is male, poor,
uneducated, alcoholic, unremorseful. ,

. DV  only occurs in heterosexual
relationships.

In reality, violence is multifaceted, can be
perpetrated by either genders, and is common
in same-sex couples and educated couples.
DV can include physical abuse {pushing,
restraining, choking, rape), emotional violence
(making threats, put downs), social abuse
(isolating the partner from their friends and

‘family), financial violence (keeping - partner

financially dependent, preventing them from

getting a job) and spiritual violence (preventing
them from accessing their religion, justifying
inequality with religious text.)

DV is a BIG issue. In a 12 month period,
half a million Australian women experience

violence - and only 19% report it. In the US,

a woman is bashed every 15 seconds. On a
global scale, 79 countries do not have any laws
against domestic violence. DV is commonly
portrayed as ‘not so bad’ violence because
it occurs in the home and is less visible to
the public eye — so it seems less legitimate.
Compare what happens if a man beats up his
partner in their home with a man who beats
up a woman, or another man in the street.
Do they receive the same police response and
criminal persecution? Furthermore, what
about sex? If a man forces his wife into sex
against her will, is that as easily classifiable
as ‘rape’ as when a man forces a stranger into
sex? Apparently not, according to Californian
State Senator, Bon Wilson, who said, “But if
you can’t rape your wife, who can you rape?”
Shame. Lawmakers with attitudes like this
guy were responsible for rape within marriage
not being recognized as a crime until the late
eighties, early nineties. Shame — fortissimo.

Indeed, there is ambiguity about the
relationship between violence, the home and
social intervention. There is a common belief
that domestic violence is a private affair and
should be left alone to the partners involved.
But this attitude only serves to make DV
invisible to the community and make victims
of DV feel helpless and unsupported. There is
a lot of material out there about DV - and it
should be brought to our awareness in order
to:

. educate victims of DV, helping them to
explore their feelings about the violence and
their options (i.e. what support is available,
where they can get emergency accommodation
- Crisis Care, DV helpline)

. educate both partners about the effects
of DV on children
. educate perpetrators, helping them

to address their feelings and behaviours and
identify appropriate support

. help other members of the community
identify DV, how to support others experiencing
it, etc.

. encourage healthy,
equal relationships

respectful and

You can bring awareness to this issue by
getting involved in the Amnesty ‘Stop the
Violence’ campaign, fighting violence against
women and girls. Amnesty will be holding
an information stall in the Little Theatre on
May 4 & 5, before and after the performance
of The Vagina Monologues. The production
of TVM aims to bring awareness to sexual
violence and all proceeds will be donated to
Catherine House, providing women who have
experienced homelessness. or violence with
emergency accommodation, as well as the
Fistula Hospital which assists women with
obstetric fistulas in Africa.

Mel Purcell

The Vagina Monologues
May 4, 5, 6 (this week!!l)

The Little Theatre, Adelaide University
Cloisters. :
Tickets available from the = Student’s

Association (SAUA) - also in the cloisters.
$5 for uni students, $10 for general public.
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I Current Affairs

Female

in the 21st Century

WARNING: THIS FOLLOWING CONTENT MAY SHOCK, BUT

READ ON - IT IS IMPORTANT TO KNOW.

Chronic wurinary tract infections, stones
in the bladder and urethra, kidney damage,
reproductive tract infections, pelvic infections,
infertility, excessive scar tissue, anxiety, terror,
humiliation, HIV, death...

All of these are related effects of the practice
which is Female Genital Mutilation (FGM).
Female Genital Mutilation is the term used to
refer to the removal of part, or all, of the female
genitalia. There are three types of FGM:

* the removal of the tip of the clitoris

* total removal of the clitoris and surrounding
labia

*the removal of the clitoris and labia and
the sewing wup of the
vagina, leaving only a
small opening for urine
and - menstrual blood
- a process known as
infibulation. This process
is the most severe with
an about 15% of all
mutilations taking this
form. So drastic is the
mutilation that young
brides who have the
operation need to be cut
open to allow penetration
on their wedding night,
and subsequently sewn
up afterwards.

Harrowing thought,
don’t you think? As a
woman, I feel quite ill at
the thought of someone
cutting: and removing
parts of my vagina and
could not even begin to
fathom what it would feel
like to have probably the
most sensitive area of my

body cut up.
It is -estimated that
overall, 135 miilion

women and girls (some.
as soon as they are born),
have been ‘subjected to
FGM, making the figures
2 million per year and a
staggering . 6,000 - every
day.” Dependent -on the
girl’s ethnic group, religion
or . country determines -
“where and how the ritual.
takes place. FGM could -
be carried out in her
home, in a health centre
under a tree or near a
river. Female Genital Mutilation is “reportedly”
practised -in mare: than 28 African, countries,

cut up

and has also been reported among Mu,shmf
in Indonesia, Sri Lanka and"
Malaysia. But here is.the scary thing: FGM has. -~

populations

been reported in Australia, Canada, Denmark,

- France, the Netherlands, Sweden, the UK and
the USA. These girls are mutilated illegally by
doctors within their own community. In thes

cultures, girls are not considered: to: be an.’

adult until FGM has taken place.

‘Sometimes a tramed midwife W111 be. avaﬂable' :

As awoman, I feel quite ill
at the thought of someone
cutting and removmg parts
of my vagina and could
not even begin to fathom
what it would feel like to
have probably the most
sensztwe area of my body

to give a local anaesthetic. In some cultures,
girls will be told to sit beforehand in cold water,
to numb the area and reduce the likelihood
of bleeding. More commonly, however, no
steps are taken to reduce the pain. The girl
is immobilized, held, usually by older women,
with her legs open. Mutilation may be carried
out using broken glass, a tin lid, scissors, a
razor blade or some other cutting instrument.
When infibulation takes place, thorns or
stitches may be used to hold the two sides of
the labia majora together, and the legs may be
bound together for up to 40 days. Antiseptic
powder may be applied, or, more usually,
pastes - containing herbs, milk, eggs, ashes or

dung - which are believed
to facilitate healing. The
girl may be taken to a
specially designated
place to recover where, if
the mutilation has been
carried out as part of
an initiation ceremony,

traditional teaching is
imparted. For the very
rich, the mutilation
procedure may be

performed by a qualified
doctor in hospital
under local or general
anaesthetic.

I will think twice about
complaining about my
period pain next month,
I feel that this is horribly
barbaric that there is a
complete disregard for
the girl/woman who is
being subjected to this
ordeal. As mentioned
earlier, the physical and

" psychological effects of
Female Genital Mutilation
are harrowing. At the
time the mutilation is
carried out, pain, shock,
haemorrhage and damage
to the organs surrounding
the clitoris and labia can
occur. The sad thing
is I also found out was

rarely attributed to the
actual mutilation - but
-are blamed on the girl’s
“promiiscuity” or the fact
that the. rituals weren’t
carried out properly. In
terms of having sexual

'1ntercourse after FGM is' carried out, this is
just as painful as the'initial mut11at1on One
‘study carried out in:Sudan showed that 15%

of women 1nterv1ewed reported that cutting
was' necessary. before penetration could be
achieved. The same happens in childbirth.

The genital area has to be cut.to allow the

to emerge and these women are often

sad, isn't it...

that these problems are

to 'keep ' them “tight” for thelr '

at the age of teri,

enital Mutilation

By Sarah Busitil

I was told by my late grandmother that they
were taking me down to the river to perform a
certain ceremony, and afterwards I would be
given a lot of food to eat. As an innocent child,
[ was led like a sheep to be slaughtered.

Once 1 entered the secret bush, I was taken
to a very dark room and undressed. I was
blindfolded and stripped naked. I was then
carried by two strong women to the site for the
operation. I was forced to lie flat on my back by
four strong women, two holding tight to each
leg. Another woman sat on my chest to prevent
my upper body from moving. A piece of cloth
was forced in my mouth to stop me screaming.
[ was then shaved.

When the operation began, I put up a big
fight. The pain was terrible and unbearable.
During this fight, I was badly cut and lost
blood. All those who took part in the operation
were half-drunk with alcohol. Others were
dancing and singing, and worst of all, had
stripped naked.

I was genitally mutilated with a blunt
penknife.

After the operation, no one was allowed to aid
me to walk. The stuff they put on my wound
stank and was painful., These were terrible
times for me. Each time I wanted to urinate, I
was forced to stand upright. The urine would
spread over the wound and would cause fresh
pain all over again. Sometimes I had to force
myself not to urinate for fear of the terrible pain.
[ was not given any anaesthetic in the operation
to reduce my pain, nor any antibiotics to fight
against infection. Afterwards, I haemorrhaged
and became anaemic. This was attributed to
witchcraft. I suffered for a long time from acute
vaginal infections.”

- Hannah Koroma, Sierra Leone

This is a cultural thing. Some cultures
believe that genitals are ugly and bulky. Some
believe that the clitoris is dangerous and that
if it touches a man’s penis he will die. Others
believe that is the baby’s head touches the
clitoris during childbirth, the baby will die.
It saddens me that something that I think
should loved and appreciated is so feared
and misunderstood among many. Groups like
Amnesty International in conjunction with
the World Health Organisation are continuing
to fight against this fighting the injustices
repressive groups place on their fellow human
beings: It is up to all of us to educate ourselves
on issues such as this. I mean, how can
something that causes so much agonising pain
be thought of by some people as bemg nght?

s
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been beaten, coerced into sex, or otherwise abusedin thel? lifetimes. Usually,
the abuser is a member of her own family or someone known to her (L 'Heise,
M Ellsberg, M Gottemoeller, 1999).

. 18,000 rapes were recorded in Australia in 2003 (Australian institute
of criminology).

. In a 12 month period, half a million Australian women experience
violence - and: only 19% report-it.

. 42%, of Australian women who reported abuse -had - experienced
violence during pregnancy (ABS survey, 1996.)

. In the US a woman is raped every 90 seconds (US Department of
Justice, 2000). Every 15 seconds, an American woman is bashed.

. In South Alrica the conviction rate for rape remains low at an average
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[l opinion

Have you ever stood in silence amongst
thousands of people before the sun has risen?
Standing in quiet contemplation amongst the
very peaople who have given you the right to be
there? For the truly patriotic Australian there
is nothing like ANZAC day. Braving the chilly
pre-dawn air means sharing in part of the
identity that has shaped out nation’s history.
Who has attended the dawn service and can
honestly say they have not experienced a
shudder as the dying strains of The Last Post
herald the rising sun?

As a child 1 had difficulty with the concept
of ANZAC day. We'd learnt in school that
Gallipoli was a major military failure and I'd
been unable to grasp the symbolic significance
of the event. I can't remember the exact time
ANZAC day ceased to be an annual day of
sleep deprivation and became the one day of
the year which made me understand what it
truly means to be an Australian.

Every ANZAC day, without fail, there will
be the story about how the ‘youth of today’
are rallying the ANZAC spirit and the typical
shot of the service at Gallipoli with thousands
of young Aussies. Yet if you glance around
the local services you may see a few sleepy
eyed children, the odd teenager or early 20’s
something, but the majority will be middle
aged of the elderly- the people who actually
lived through the wars. Maybe I'm standing in
the wrong section but it seems like the ‘youth
of today’ didn’t RSVP,

The obvious reason is most likely the early
rising time required to be in town by six o’clock.
A certain amount of willpower is required to
force yourself out of bed and into the cold air
~ even more if it’s raining. But surely one early
morning every vear isn’t too much to.ask?
The people who we commemorate on this day
fought and died for our freedom and we can’t

be bothered missing a few hours sleep to pay
out respects to their memory?

This ANZAC day I was watching the parade
when it halted and a WWII Vet was stopped
right in front of me. He shook my hand and
told me of the futility of war and how much
he hoped that I would never have to live
through such an event. Another told me how
much it meant to him that I was wearing my
grandfather’s service medals because it showed
that people still remembered the sacrifice so
many had made. The aspect of ANZAC day I
have always loved the best is how you can talk
to any of the people on the street and they will
be willing to tell you of their experiences. Some
of the most fascinating people I have ever met
are those who have served and it shows them
that people do care about the service they have
done and we respect their actions on our behalf,
To be honest it really makes a lot of Veterans
happy if you give them a few moments of your
time- it costs you nothing and you gain a sense
of history which helps to preserve the memories
of a soon to be distant past. It is people like
these who make me proud to live in Australia, a
country whose freedom they have guaranteed.

Importantly this year I also noticed a change
in the fact that more Vietnam Vets were
marching than usual. I had always been
shocked by stories of what these brave men
had experienced upon returning from war- to
be ridiculed by those who opposed the war,
jeered at in the street, pelted with rotting
vegetables, not recognised for the service
they had rendered. In no way am I saying
that I believed the Vietnam War was a conflict
Australians should have been involved in. If I
had lived in that time I'm sure I would have
been out at the rallies protesting the fact,
However the decision to go to war is always a
Government’s fault- don’t blame the soldiers.

This is the same with those currently serving
in Iraq. It doesn’t matter if you don’t agree
with the war or you believe the Government
is a war-mongering, Bush-loving, oil-stealing
organisation- you don’t disrespect the people
who have put their lives on the line for yours.

Perhaps the saddest aspect of ANZAC day
is during the parade when the battalion signs
are being carried and there is no longer anyone
following. You realise in the not too distant
future the WWII part of the parade will be
young cadets carrying the different regiment
signs- none will be left who were actually part
of this important era of our nation’s history.
This is why it is so crucial that people make
more of an effort to commemorate this day, so
that the memory of this great service will not
be lost.

You may have been reading this and
wondering why a uni student who probably
went to the Iraq rallies is writing on the
importance of ANZAC day. This is the point
that people always seem to miss- ANZAC day
has never been about the glorification of war.
In fact most old diggers would be horrified to
learn that some people regard it as such. It’s
about the first time Australia did anything
as a nation, mateship, courage in the face of
defeat and extending the hand of friendship to
old foes. Australia may have become a nation
in 1901 but it is widely acknowledged that we
did not become Australian until the 25" of
April 1915 in a cove thousands of miles from
our shores. It was here that our identity was
forged and to this event we must pay tribute,
taking care not to glorify the act of war but
commemorate those who fought in them. Let
us never forget the famous words of George
Santayana ‘those who do not remember the
past are condemned to repeat it.’

Lest We Forget
Rhiannon Newman

-Ed note. There is surely a difference now that we have
paid standing armies where one’s profession is to fight,
almost as mercenaries in whichever eause your government
seeks to pursue, rather than people who volunteered or
were conscripted in defense of their nation.

BACHELOR
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In June last year, the New Jersey Division
of Civil Rights ruled that it was illegal for bars
and clubs to promote ‘ladies’ nights.” To this
end, a new law, was enacted on the grounds
that discounts to women during these ladies’
nights are gender-based promotions and thus
discriminate against men. All of this resulted
from one man, David R. Gillespie, taking the
Coastline Nightclub to court because he was
required to pay a cover charge and full prices for
drinks while female patrons received discounts,
and as a result of his actions he was subjected
to ridicule in a number of forms of local media.
The New Jersey Boys afternoon show hosted a
talkback discussion with enlightened listeners
conjecturing that “he is gay or frustrated”,
while one letter to The Sentinel, the local
paper in Edison, NJ, suggested that if ladies’
nights were discriminatory, so were discounted
public transport fares for seniors and children,
Criticism has even come from the highest
levels of government, with Governor James E.
McGreevey agreeing that the ruling by his state’s
agency “reflects a complete lack of common
sense and good judgment.” The state’s Civil

So you've all heard about them., Unless you're
one of the fortunate few, you all know theyre
faces. You all know their pointless, idiotic, clichéd,
already said, and already dead one-liners done ad
nauseam by any and every member of our low key
society on any and every day. Worst of all this I
know them, have watched them and have asked
myself a million times, “why am I watching this,
someone shoot me” while I feel my intelligence
periodically seep away beneath the couch I'm
committing this unforgivable crime upon.

Yes, it is nothing apart from reality television,
bringing out fake stardom and our million
dollar companies are embracing their lack of
embarrassment and dignity by paying them
thousands of dollars per hour for fifteen or
so minutes while our airwaves, television,
magazines and music industry are polluted with
their garble, It is ironic I watch it and I am sorry.
Oh how I am sorry. Big Brother, Australian
Idol, Marty and Jess’ hillbilly adventures just
to name a few. Ryan Fitzgerald struggles to
string a sentence together while I again realise
I'm on Nova’s breakfast show and do anything,
including side-swiping an elderly cyclist carrying
his swag of cans just to turn the dial off before

Opinion [

One for the Ladies

Rights head, J. Frank Vespa-Papaleo felt that
McGreevey missed the point, and that no matter
how small the acts of discrimination, it violated
the state’s Law Against Discrimination “which is
nothing less than the eradication of the cancer
of discrimination.” Deborah Jacobs, executive
director of the American Civil Liberties Union
in New Jersey, echoed that though the issue
might have seemed frivolous to some, it was
one that needed to be addressed; “obviously,
this is not a serious discrimination issue in
the context of the kind of discrimination we
have seen against women and minorities, but
I believe it was the right ruling.” The states of
California, New York, Florida, Pennsylvania,
lowa and Connecticut as well as the District
of Columbia have all placed similar bans on
ladies’ nights, while in Michigan, Illinois and
Washington State, gender-based discounts are
considered incentive for women to patronise the
bars rather than discrimination. ‘

The debate became quite heated last year,
with many irate patrons (mostly male voices,
but some female) arguing that it was the bar
owner’s prerogative to offer specials to who they
saw fit, while on the other side civil libertarians
pointed out that a similar night that offered
drinks specials only to white patrons would
be stamped out immediately. This is one of
the more cogent examples brought up, and
it brings out the main disparity in the logic
of the two groups. While the bleeding hearts
argue that any discrimination is wrong, the
barflies say that as long as they don’t mind
being discriminated against, anything goes.. 1
year later, the law still stands, and no other
significant legislation has come up on the
topic in other states, but perhaps bar owners
in Denver have found the simplest solution by
changing the name from ladies’ nights’ to ‘skirt
nights’, and transferring all discounts to anyone
who wears a skirt. Thanks to establishments
like PJ O’Brien’s and Shenanigans, the culture

my mental switch turns to Brain-Dead for the
day, but what is happening to our, interesting,
if not reputable; music industry? The hairs on
my back still stand up picturing one flaw of our
own Mother Nature, standing alone in some
generic country town, wailing “what about me?”
while his yet-to-drop balls make every dog in
the district yelp in agony, - all of a sudden best
mates with Mr. Nice Guy Sebastian, cleaning up
ARIA’s as fast as they are the souls of those who
purge what’s left of our genuine artists by leaving
them at nothing but names-on-an-invite at any
acclaimed award ceremony. It is shooting point-
blank the already gasping-for-air industry needss
inspiration, not a panel of washed up judges telling
Australia what talent’ is.

So where to for this sad state of affairs? One
can’t not notice the commercials for Big Brother

- 5, 5P2? American Idol, X Factor, Anthony Callea’s:

latest bore me to tears single, so my money is
on it hanging around a while. It makes sense
while it has unfortunately proven to be such a

of ladies’ nights is alive and well in Adelaide
though the matter has never come before our
courts. Before weighing into this debate myself
I must declare a bias because I deplore these
nights, bringing together as they do the human
detritus that should be left to the lonely trawl
along Hindley Street at Sam in desperate search
of a partner. Comprehension of the mindset
that would encourage you to brave the vagaries
of hairy middle-aged men who can’t keep their
hands to themselves for a few free drinks is
beyond me, just as I cannot imagine frequenting
a place merely on the basis that it’s full of drunk
girls, Apparently other Adelaideans have no
such problems however; a brief interview with
a number of patrons yielded such elucidating
comments as “there’s hell sluts, dude” and “so
what if he’s married- at least he’s not stingy.”
Call me old-fashioned, but I just couldn’t get
into the spirit of things when a girl I'd never met
before threw her arms around me and declared
she loved me before attempting to tongue my
chin. But my objection is not merely on the
basis of my aversion to such an environment-
ladies’ nights encourage the objectification of
women and their prejudicial basis perpetuates
outdated notions that a guy is expected to pay,
then a girl should give it up. Because they are
an institution that many people are familiar
with, and in fact benefit from, they are allowed
to continue to exist but it takes very little effort
to uncover the insidious effect that ladies’
nights have on society’s notions of gender roles.
So 1 say, ban them- ladies, the price of drinks
has now gone up and you can no longer pay for
them with your dignity.

Aristotle Bucksworth-Colby

through that -classic we’'ve
now seen that many times: we  say
the lines before they do. But one has to spare a
thouight for those apart from the one or two that
have managed some form of career from it. Is
it unfair to throw glory on someone one minute
for being themselves then take it all away and
cast them ‘back in to the mediocrity they were
borne? No. People are fired, rejected, or made
to feel like underachievers everyday. Is it unfair
to make millions as a glorified karaoke singer,
regurgitating - and molesting songs original
artists produced decades earlier for a small
fraction of what you are . making, while you
are airbrushed, over dressed, over sold, over
played, and labelling your mindless drone-like

' state as an idol? Yes.. Well, in my opinion,
success, that the Stations milk the cash cow for ' :

as long we open our pockets, It is no different -
to channel 10 flogging The Simpsons until even -
‘our most die hard fans only mutter a snicker

Dave -
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dear...

~When | was about fifteen or so, there was

agirl at my school who’d been caught on the
bus just after she’d gotten her first period.
Some kids had gone through her bag and
~discovered her pads and a fresh pair of
‘underwear. They cruelly  began  throwing
these things up and down the bus while
the girl started to cry. As painful as this
~rexperience was for her, she learnt straight
: ‘away exactly how menstruation is perceived
in our society.
nd something that nobody should know is
~occurring. Carrie is alive and well, and while
- we may not be dripping in pig’s blood, we’re
~most definitely drowning in an‘environment
“of taboo, myths and metaphors thai seek
to veil one of the fundamental things that
' hclps define us as women. Dripping blood,

we are told, is not something'to'be chscmm d

around thc dm ner table.

: 'Bénéath the bloody sﬁrfacg

For a biological process that occurs in

about half of the world population, there sure
are a.lot of people who don’t undeérstand it,

' ;;MLHS'[I”UdU()l'J occurs as a result of puberty

in females, and can normally come anytime
between the ages of eight and. seventeen.
Once a month, the uterine wall thickens
with spongy, blood filled nutrients. 1f a
sperm fertilizes an egg, the resulting embryo
embeds itself in the uterine wall where
the' baby be sustained for the next nine

It is hidden, embarrassing’

months. If fertilization doesn’t occur, lhc egy
travels down the fallopian tube, through the
aterus and the cervix and out of the vaginal
entrance.. Approximately twelve days  later,
after instruction form the depleting levels of
estrogen and progesterone, the spongy mucus
that has collected on the uterine wall hegins
to flow out. In total, each period generally
contains around four to six tablespoons of
blood.

It's a fairly %nnpl(‘ process to Lmd(lxtdncl
and yet it carries such (‘()mpllc ated social
interpretations.  Essentially, it’s  just
process of the body expelling unnecessary
fluid. As Karen- Houppert says in her hook
The Curse: confronting the last unmentionable
taboo: menstruation, “Blood is kinda like snot.
How come it’s not treated that way’J”

Caxefree and free to care

The rising power of advertising in  the
twentieth  century did little to  quell - the
attitude of society towards ye olde monthlies.
Indeed, advortlsmg uom(‘llly pretends.  to
pull back the shrouds of menstruation while
simulatancously cloaking the process in more
mystery. It is the advertising powers that
be who market our ‘sanitary products’. and
feminine hygeine' (terms that suggest there's
something dirty and unclean ‘down there’ that
needs o be coiffed, powerded and perfumed
as if it was frocking up for the formal.) We are
often reassured with one product or another

‘the 1920s,

the -

Phew! Because otherwise |

cl l.)aclc to
the bog,mnmg, ot (‘OI pomtc‘ m

‘productlon In 192] the Kot

ica remmdcd store owne ;
1nemcnt dl%lllx(‘ 10 aql\ s0-intimate

Kotex

~aclvextmng., to women is 50 restrained in tone
that women’s intuition will tell them what it

is!” well, that'll be because we're descended
from witches I imagine. Considering that men
would most likely run a major (‘t)t'[)(i ration in
i it i not unfair to. attribute the
b(‘gmnmg, of a mass (‘ultun(?()f recy o
beurocratic males who dared to assume they
t.hcmsclves kncw exactly-what it was ‘refined’

en wanted. FLlIlh(‘l more, the intimation
of ‘refinement’ suggests women who chose
to be open about théir natural biological
process were somewhow lacking in class or
judgement. How slovcnly of th(‘m to bleed all
over so(‘lﬂy'

In an article for Elle Dit 90()1 Gemma
Clark " suggests” menstrual products - are
marketed to women based on an as sumed
desirability for the opposite s Consider
this 1992 American ad for Kotex ads.“O.K,
Your period is no hig. deal. But if HE: {ound
out, you'd change schools. It's a lot simpler
just to use Kotex ultra-slim maxis, and relax.
He'll never, ever know.” Houppert says these

_corporations assure girls that their periods

are normal and healthy and then ‘with. a_
subtle bait and switch, assure them that
no one needs’ know. ahout theirs.” Today
adolescant girls, and sadly some grown up‘
women, still hide boxes of pads and tampons.

~at the bottom of their bags while they worry
about how they’ll manage to go to'the-toilet
~without

calling. attention - to
bunched:. up hand. Kotex.com

that = telitale:
remindsus

that even though we may not be able to

talk about these things in public, there is
a place we can go. “Boys, parents, schools,
music, clothes:. and pLI‘lOdS? Oh' yeah, You

an talk about them, too! See, this is your
placc You can talk here about anything.”
thought I might,
you know, explode. Sure, some of you meay
be thinking, but I don’t talle about-other
intimate bodily functions in public. Ladies
- having your period means vou can-have a
baby. It connects you with the Earth and can
put you in synch with other women arotund
vou. Menstrual l)lo()(l is not the same as
bowel waste, and it is NOT something to be
ashamed of.
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‘»'tr‘ust anythmg that bleeds’
for five days and doesn’t

dle. 90(‘1cty has ‘reatcd this hc)rrlhc 1mdgc
ofa monstrous beast ruled by thc cycles of the
moon. She’s B \xtlm the insanc. wife locked
in Mr. Rochester’s tower (who, incidentally,
is also the obstacle to his marriage to the
wholesome: Clecm Jdne) She’s lhc,butt of
~menstrual jokes the world over, this irrational
entity governed by the Herculean force of her
volal' ¢ emotions. She is a sexual deviant, The

Catholic Church worried about such a woman

in the 1930s because the use of a ‘tampon
her, not'mention

might; well,” sexually excite
pose a very real risk to the state of her much
prized - virginity.: The Dickenson  Report  in
1945 warned against sexual  stimulation
thmug,h the friction of a pad rubbing 1gaimt
the vulva. Not only is it impossible to reason
with a moody Myrtle, but also now it seems
she doesn’t: even need -men to satiate her
overwhelming sexual - urges.. By golly, there
may just be an-army of these sexual beasts
waiting to unhinge the very-cogs of civilised
socicty! The only thing scarier than a bleeding
woman is a sexually depraved one, as scores
of horror movies have demonstrated over the
years. These are the attitudes that. prevail in
society today, and the American Psychiatric
Association’s decision in 1993 to define PMS
as a ‘mood disorder’ is one that' plays-into
the old myth that menstruating women ane
mcntally unst'lblc

Ménstruation?, Is that in Europe
somewhere?

Menstruation has a massive collection
of other names to which it is referred.
Surprisingly. they are mostly 1.11'1ivc*rsal; They
range - from- the” passive variations of “Aunt
Flotis in town” to the more vivid “snatch box
decorated in red roses”, a’phrase thal became
popular during WWIL. Despite the varied levels
of passivity, the majority ol cuphemisims are
employed as devices to shiled the true nature
of menstruation. In most cases, the vagine is
anthropomorphized into something entirely
foreign from a woman’s body, he it'a landscae

The Enghsh Navy has arrlved
' The Red Baron'’s ¢ ommg in to land
The Mean Reds (as referred to
by Holly Gohghtly in Breakfast at',,"

;Tlffany s)

- The debaﬂ<ment to the Falklands (

French term)

Gettmg your red‘wmgs (the first time ,

you give o1a1 sex to a menstruatmg

woman) , ‘
The Communlsts are in the Summer

House (a term from Norway and one
"of my favourltes) . |

'lflie list goes on. T'have found few examples.
of straightforward mainstream . discussions
of menstruation. The best | discovered was
the Museum of Menstruation (,ww num.ors)
a woniderful “site dedicated to all  things
menstrual--and - intere :stmg]y run_ by a
wondc1 fully open man. His site featured ore
woman’s rockin’ reference to menstruation
as “Bleeding freely from the crotch”. At the
end-of the day, the euphemistic approach to
menstruation only succeeds inveiling a totally
normal process and thereby perpetuating its
supposed social unacceptability. T don’t have
an Aunt Flo, but once a month [ do ‘bleed
freely from the crotch’. Is there somé kind of
anonymous support group I missed out on?

“and then a tampon fell out of my
bag and I almost died!”

The next time you go to a bar and your
period sneaks up on you by surprise, instead
of whispering your situation to the girl next to
you, try and loudly request il anyone at your
table has a pad/tampon. When they hand it
to you, resist the urge to bunch that hand up

“or foss it in your pocket. Why don’t you pop it

over your ear like the badass mamma jamma
you are. It might make you unc ominrm )l(‘ the

Clementine Ford

will nevex hyi'de her tampon from prying eyes

plementine.ford(ﬂ,student.adelaide.edu.au :




The Musings of Emily

The apropos Chr sﬂt ian message of

t]hr: homosexuals, she's frustrated at being forced
togo “straight.” She’s finally shown the w,.\y Trpigion
it warm, meant obvionsly to he seen as a phallic
symbol. Why, he ¢ven has a quaint little cocknéy
caeeent. The little  penis  shows
Sarali which way is the vight way,
and even tries to ‘px'vvvn" her from
a path that leads to Satan, ‘

We then have a beiel interlude
in which the devil and hbis dark
minions put ot a rock music
number about haow  much they
love voodoo and magic, This tsn't
really important to the Targer point
of the film, but it was clearly the
filmmalker’s statement on the evils
wiigm, They even po so far
as'to say that to put a magic ol
on Toby (the baby's name. .. well,

‘ that’s his Christian name) wowld

habysitting ds - the -~ be to ! (rmlw him tree”. .
nF Her-awn; growing . OAs Saldh moves about the labyrinth, she tries to
is ol thi child on lwl])fl : dng little markings so she knows
he dcw m "t waut thie vight ;mth. But the labyrinth won't allow sueh @
thitig. You can try to make it on your own, buat yoh
justcaar’t do it without Gaoc.

Bargh then comes upon two doors, She is asked to
}]’Mlﬂ o cholce. One daor feads to her baby, the other
Aeads to certain doont. However, she is told that ong
, ; e de always tells the Truath, and the other doar
D, wha presides over alwnvq Heso Clearly; Savaly is being asked to choose
s not tlmt mvud 0 hvrmhg.qom path. 4 she chooses the righteous door
f the Lord, she will find a way to save her unborn
hild from Satan. If she believes the lies of the other
doot, ot another religion, she will find herself &
‘ wllm waoman. Bven fl\mwlu Sarah tries to make
m' “choice, she is not vet confident enough lo‘
» ne CGhristian door, and finds hersell headec
tczwurdw destruction. Bven then the kind loying
“hands of her God It”l( hoout to help her. But agadn,
Sarah unwisely asks to be sent down, towards Hell.
Luckily, when .:1.1(.1],1 fineds hersell all alone in lht‘
’dm wlw is I,hc:x'cz to rescue her but Jests,

;mld you

uast as‘ ‘she ‘a.skcd‘
¢ has askéd for to be:
her. decision:  Sata
al; the same as
¢ Wheh - Sdrah 'does:
turnginto - a wicked:
vilirefuses 1o return
uchitime to escape hiy.
id her child. And with

enesiﬁ

arist figure) has a shorteut out of
Ibvipusly, this shortecut would be'to
s her savior, but once again Sarah
er Chirist. knows the way, Afwz
2 again Jesus | acts skeptic
abcmt whether or not he should
"61{) Sarah find her way. Bul
sgives himcher bracelet ay
relents. She gives to the
areh and she receives,
ot ol the darl

m and the Lord encoun ,
hullow voices who- by

{u,m l'h:n"

7

Amh is ‘sm;" 4sles
b-only seek to #ill
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The Boozings of Em

in his place a monstrous contraption called “The
Cleaners.” This is obviously supposed to be a cult,
who seck the “clean out” the heads of the righteous
and prevent them from accepling God on their own
terms. Sarah manages to avoid the cult, but only by
following Jesus,

After theyre sale, Saval proves once more that
she's still uncertain o Chnst’s word, taunting
him and saying she's cortain she can lind Satan
and rescue her child on her own. She immediately
crosses the path ol an old man, and secks bis acdvice,
The old man babbles a bit about nothing, and then
frdls asleep. He is Bastero relisions, He
gives a good sound byte, mayhe throws
onl @ provech or two, but in the end is
really of no assistance at all.

Onee she's made her way past good
old Confuciug, Sarah hewrs the coriecs
of w large yoomster, beiny tormented
by o group of smaller crealures. Sarah
rescyes him by “casting the tivst stone,”
a5 bwere, and fmediately The monster,
Ludo, extends the hand ol Diendship-io
her, Ludo is Christianity itsell. Me's a
hig behemoth, anlaivly persecuted, but
really he's sweel and pure and willing to
give love to anyone who seels it Sarah’s befviending
of Ludo is an important step, because it roeans she
i starting to accept Christtanity, and Jesas, on her
own terms

New with Christianity on her side, Sarah is once
again shown two doors, and asked to chovye a
path. These two doors are liberal Christianity ancl
conservative Christianity. Qne of them won't stop
comiplaining, the other refuses to listen. Sarah
makes her choley, and walks through her door,
but Satan mmediately robs her of her new foung
Christianity.

We then have a brief scene between just Jesus
and Satan, i which Satan tells Jesuas what he must
do to prevent Sarah from compleling her journey,
and also that Jdesus is o (ool to think anyone would
rant to follow him, Some at this point may question
why Hoggle scems to be afraid of the devil, He's viot.
Keep inomind that Jesus loves the devil, as he ldvéy

all of us, Whal he is afraie of is what the devilmight:

do. Fle can’t prevent him from executing
because that would 1ake away Sarab’s free with 1o

fact, he's even forced to aid in Sacab’s termnptationy

because he knows she must make the right choice
oir her own if shie is to defeat the evils 1

mortal soul. So off goes Jesus with his unenviable

tasle, to find Sarah.

Sarah, meanwhile, without the pmtt‘f“
redigion, has Tound herself amonga Dbad
A group of red creatures, all of whe
your. typical. blacksploitation jive. Hi
are Swrah into participating in some ¢ \
“society. They dance, listen to rock music, gum)&

pressure her into  tH
ate i, Sarah only=

Christ.
It is after, when Sarah tries to ‘Show plwam:f
sta her Savior, that she is xemm&ud of
cof her journey, and. how ghe wg
in the first place, You sed, Sare
“anabartion clinie, here referved t
ernal Btench. The film tries to
viewers [rom the horrors of these d
discerning eye has. no trouble

They're even into hody modification. When' Saraly

Just look at all the Cronenberg-esque depictions
of expunging vaginas, i’s horrifying. Also, Sarahis
told that if she dips even a toe into the hog, she will
be stained for life. Just as a woman who has had an
abortion is forever stained hy the evil of what she
has done. Sarab, rightly so, is disgusted with  the
place, and trics to escape as quickly as pos Hi.l',)](f‘,.

“He is the Rock, his works are peﬂ&,«f‘u .mn& all
his ways are just. A faithful God who does no
wrong, upright and just is he.” - Deuteronoiny

Jesus Sarah, and Chiris
is reunited with.Sarah when shie vejec
the evils ol the abortion  clinic). are
prevented frori lc:avinpr the horrible 1)0§

i a0 nonsbeliever, He protectsa little
- man-made bridpe and waves his Wé-n‘u%‘
Cof Mactl” inithe
noted: that - Didymins Flelos c,)\n_:q.n(
little dog named Antbrosivg, an obvion
reference to” Aimhiosia, the food o[ thie
m;(l«z fisifitting that he qlmnld I
| 11 Frihie. bhed
whut o0 bipper sprce Tl fl _
Christianity, bu l, in i.hu r:m:i even the sieniist
notdeny the power of Gody and even bereper

k%

5 (ag nlvays)
l}'l I']'i(““ |‘()

bridge: but vnlortunately th
fanilty and: the bridge coll
crogg it Hhedsin daxges
Chirlgtianity gives
onee they are
higgest challenge yer, thisone
himsell. Rather than nfl wle; Jeaus
u(im«; S.u ah a peac h ’Illc* pedchy being another bit
1, is meant 101 &‘amuh to cat so
tmm the

tu ned uff i)y the Liemuu
around he

fanity (who

.t.s &

by a little dog named Sir > ;dvmu% Hore
representingthefallacy of scierce: He -

CRaces muuki al o be

m<Mm “
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l Pandora’s Box

(or, why am I listening to Whitney Houston
as my housemate gets fingered while
watching The Godfather in the next room?)

I've always had a thing for soccer players. It
started with Ramsay Taplin in year 8 and ever
since, hearing that a boy plays mid-field sends
my heart aflutter. Tell me you're a striker and
I may just offer you a blow job. When that
soccer player has blue eyes bigger than mine,
taffy-coloured skin, honey coloured hair and a
smile that you could run a lightbulb off, I get
serious hypertension issues.

When I moved into my new house, I ended
up with the delectable Union President, Jen
Turner, a hot American Mormon with massive
jugs and a lycra-clad cyclist who listens to
Swedish techno and likes to recite lines from
Taxi Driver. Our recycling bin is always full to
the brim with whiskey bottles (even though the
American and the cyclist don’t drink); we have
a severed piflata head on our television and
someone lost their virginity behind my shed
at the housewarming. It’s a good house for
anecdotes (and for bringing back a different
right wing man to each weekend).

Then, one beautiful day, the cyclist brought
home the soccer player.

There was good chemistry from the
beginning; you know when a boy interrogates
you that you’re either flirting, or you just lifted
that gypsy skirt from Sportsgirl (who pays
$79.95 for rayon and lace anyway?). The only
problem seemed to be that he had been flirting
with my hot American housemate first. Now,
I'm a fairly practical girl. I wear sportsbras

on the days when I dont want to get laid
~ sometimes even when I do if I'm feeling
particularly spiteful. The American is not just
hotter than I am; if she were a furnace, then I
would be a forgotten, lukewarm cup of coffee.
She may have voted for George Bush, she may
be more interested in the soot measurements
of burning fuel than the human race (she’s an
engineer) and her repertoire of expressions
is rather limited, but she is da shizzle. So
while I was quite happy to casually flirt with
the soccer player and very, very happy to
appreciate his aesthetic perfection, I wasn't
about to develop something as high school as
a crush. Ew, gross.

Soccer boy started hanging around a lot
(hey, if bagging Mormons is your thing...) and
one night [ got a drunken phone call from
him. He wanted to see my housemate, but he
needed me to assess how drunk he was. He'd
been on a day long bender with his cricket
club and somehow had ended it outside our
house holding a copy of Mayfair and a ten inch
black dildo called Carl. Surprisingly, he was
poleaxed (his word, not mine) and we ended up
sitting on my fence for two hours talking about
threesomes and the private education system.
Then he went inside to flirt with the American
while 1 took the dildo and the porn magazine
back to my room (he asked me to hide them...
who was [ to say no?).

It’s important to note at this stage that the
American is a raging cock tease. She comes
from Vegas and is a peculiar mixture of
pious and player. She pays me out constantly
for the regular rotation of men I have, yet she

has just as many gentleman callers: the
only difference is that sometimes 1 follow
through. I hate the way a lot of men treat
a lot of women, but when I see a man being
fucked over, I get on my gender equity high
horse and call it nasty. Newsflash: men can
be used and crushed too. Sometimes the
masochistic fuckers like it, but that’s their
business. Soccer boy left the house that
night with a puppy-dog expression but what
did I care? He forgot the dildo.

‘A week or so later he called me to find
out where the dildo had ended up (turns
out it was his team’s mascot). Subtlety has
never been my strong point and somewhere
between “How are you?” and “Nice weather
we've been having”, I said “I think you're
gorgeous and I'd really like to kiss you”.
He was at the gate in twenty minutes and
somehow we ended up in the spectator stand
of the Kensington Oval talking about Final
Cut Pro Version and pubic hair.

My best friend once told me that I am the
‘master of formula. Her theory is that when
it comes to men, I am able to detect what
it is that makes them tick and then start

winding their clock (sorry, I felt the need
‘for a euphemism). I'm sitting in ug boots
and bunny ears (it was Good Friday - that’s
about as religious as I get) next to possibly
the prettiest man I've ever seen outside of
a teen movie and I know that I can play
this boy. He’s rebounding off a three year
relationship, he needs validation and I can
be that for him. I want him almost as much
as I wanted world peace when I'was eight. He
thinks I'm some kind of Samantha from Sex
_and the City, which is peachy. To get this,
‘iI m prepared to play whatever role I must.

Afterwards, I tell him to go and thank him for
being a notch in my bedpost. He laughs and
kisses me on the cheek before leaving. I am
delirious on the heady incense of pheromones
and endorphins; I sink into a very deep sleep.

Of course, with a terrible sense of inevitability,
I end up getting burnt. While [ may give an
academy award winning performance of a
Samantha, I'm not one. For a few weeks it
was fine; soccer boy spent time at the house
occasionally with all of us. I was distracted
by a dreadlocked Cancerian, so who was I
to preach? Soccer boy’s main concern
seemed to [/ be that he had

disturbed the equilibrium
in the house, but all was
calm. But I knew something was
brewing., Then I discovered that my American
housemate still had desighs on the pretty
soccer player. While playing Tequila Monopoly
one night, somewhere between buying Park
Lane and going to gaol (both of which I hope
to do literally one day), I ended up in tears,
throwing cheap champagne glasses at our
neighbour’s fence. Behind a veil of tears and
through a fog of Mexican liquor, I realised what
I really wanted was not sex with a pretty soccer
player; I wanted affection from the nice boy
who happened to be a pretty soccer player.

So 1 scored way out of my league...but
somehow that makes it harder. I can get sex
and friendship, but I can’t get anything from
that mysterious gulf that exists between and
outside those categories. The hot American
decided that she wanted some validation of her
own before she returned to her basketballer
boyfriend and Republican voting life back in
the states. And so this is how my Friday night
turns out: I'm listening to Whitney circa 1999
while the American and the soccer player
wriggle suspiciously beneath a duvet in the
lounge room, as Al Pacino mumbles indistinctly
on the television set. [ want soccer boy to know
that he’s the third boy she’s strung along like
this and I want her to know that George W.
Bush is bringing down the average IQ of the

- American population with every breath. All I

know is this: if you have sex with a cricketer,
ten other men will very quickly learn about it;
big breasts are apparently more  éffective in
landing a man than'more than two expressions
and in the end, it’s doesn’t matteér whether you

+live happlly ever ‘after.. .as long as you live.

‘ Lavinia‘; Emmett-Grey
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Pop Princess l

yet utterly morose characi
of the Factory, Wi :
of his own cultural movems
Ah the sweet stench of blatant pessimism... Whore that he’s best reme
if only Andy Warhol knew that a peachy Come on, who hasn’t heard
doyenne of the middle-class had quoted him  Even your average Exchange-flocking dickstick
to commence her rant on the plastic inevitable  knows what Gold Marilyn looks like.
of his existence. He'd most probably cross his ~ Bu besides bemg an artist-cum-filmalker-
arms and utter something along the lines »
of “Uh, that’s great.,.yeah...uh-hul...cool..
..that’y really cool...uh, yeah.........cool”, It’s
funny how every schoolgirl goes through her
Warhol stage. Who needs callous lunchtime
gossip when you can slip into the library an
lose yourself amongst the glossy pages of a
Pop Art book bursting with colour and hope -
of a better world than that of year 9 at an all- - crockery,
girls Catholic high-school? Alas, so goes the W records,
story of my life aged 13-18. Warhol has always - My : : magazines,
struck a chord within me that [ never quite art, comic
know how to express without sounding like a
gushing teen or a wanky uni student. So when
I discovered that the National Art Gallery of
Victoria was hosting a little exhibition entitled
Ancdy Warhol’s Time Capsules, it was off to ent. 4 off to storage. Thus
Melbourne to pay homage to that wacky silver-  the Ti " nto existence. o
haired Pope of Pop with the trivial vocabulary N Gallery of Victoria is currently
and heart of glass. ‘ ‘ ce . of all th]s seemlngly
Warhol was not the most talented nor skﬂled :
artist to grace the arl world. Frankly, the:
throng of followers in the Factory (his supercool
downtown New York lair) were responsible
for many of his massmpmduced silk-scree
portraits. Yet Warhol understood somethir
more ‘profoundly than any artist in higtor
Pop When somconc. asks, ‘What's Poy

“ Being born is like going to jail- then sold
into slavery”

had absolutely :
miserable rea_h
romantic was

ol took his
t he started

Andy Warhol's
Tlme Capsules;

On Dt 73.8 e e | . | 23



I The Perfoming Arts

Nabucco
Opera Australia
State Theatre, The Arts Centre, Melbourne
April 13-May 12

Verdi’s first great success, Nabucco, may
have been politically potent at the time of
its composition, but a vague metaphor for
nineteenth century Italian politics does little
for most people these days. However, director
David Freeman’s stupendous first production
for Opera Australia uses the story of the

Assyrians defeating the Jews to remind us of

the rampant persecution in our world today.
Wonderful, stylized and dynamic sets by
Dan Potra and extraordinary lighting by
Nick Schlieper, reminiscent of Adelaide’s last
Ring Cycle, make this new production an
unbelievable visual spectacle. The cross-era
costumes blend seamlessly with ‘the period
sets, doing little to detract from the overall
effect and strongly increasing the symbolism.
Incredible visual effects see conquering
Assyrians approach in slow motion through

mist before crashing into the Jewish temple, -

which crumbles before the might of Michae
Lewis’ powerful Nabucco, who is initially
dressed as an M14-totin
surrounded by an army
chain-mail. )

Accompanying this vis

of Australian opera veterans featuring
Martin’s authoritative Zaccaria and Geoffrey
Harris’ slightly tender Ismaele balan
by Catherine Carby’s delicate Een,

Victoria under the baton of And
providing a flawless musical ba
which extolled the grandeur of the dev
Verdi’s freshness and vigour, comple
course with signature ‘com-cha-cha’ moti
inappropriate moments!

A musically rousing and visually stunning
production; another step in the right direction
for opera in Australia.

Edward Anaanian-Cooper

..century Messa de Tourna

‘Revelations of Divine Love’
Eve Vocal Trio
St John’s Church, Halifax St & St Aloysius
Church, Sevenhill
April 23-4

The delightful acoustics of St John’s Church
provided the perfect setting for Eve Vocal
Trio’s first concert of their 2005 series, which
blended the very old and the very new. The
centrepiece of the concert was the fourteenth

polyphonic setting of the
for the evening was Ann
only sang alto, but also played »

From the outset, the tr1o blend and b
were excellent
repetitive sty
subtle

performed well and
had some maglcal moments ~ ‘pray lord; we
are near’ and ‘and die in holy fire' - but, on the
whole, the piece was not as impressive as the
Messa or the Planctus.

The members of Eve successfully displayed
their talents as ensemble singers and soloists
in performing some music that is rarely heard.
An excellent concert.

Edward Joyner

Those who enjoyed the Opera Australia
production of The Mikado that graced the stage
of the Festival Theatre in January have good
reason to consider a trip to Melbourne in the
near future. The same company is mounting
a double bill for its first new productions of
Gilbert and Sullivan operettas in ten years:
HMS Pinafore and Trial by jury.

Anthony Warlow, who had audiences rolling
in the aisles with his mischievous Ko-Ko in The
Mikado, will again take centre stage as Captain
Corcoran and as the Learned Judge. While
this in itself will be worth the trip, he is joined

by fellow Mikado cast-member David Hobson

. well as Opera Australia regulars Tiffany
Spelght Ali McGregor, Roxane Hislop and
ht Bolton-Wood. Colette Mann, best known

“for her role in the television series Prisoner, will

make her debut as Little Buttercup.
Director Stuart Maunder, who was also

... involved with The Mikaclo, is in charge of the

new productions and has worked with Roger
Kirk to set HMS Pinafore in the era of the
RMS Titanic and relate Trial by jury to the
television soap opera Dynasty. Andrew Greene

Gilbert and  Sullivan’s  first major
rnational success, HMS Pinafore follows
itale of Captain Corcoran, who worries
n his daughter falls in love with a lowly
ailor around the same time as she receives
marriage proposal from the First Lord of the
dmiralty. In Trial by jury, the judge employs
some spurious legal reasoning in order to
resolve a case in a way that benefits everyone,
though he reserves the greatest benefit for
himself. But of course, following the plot is not
vitally important to one’s enjoyment of either
work. The sghgs and the jokes are the things
is double bill a good excuse for an

! Australia’s new productions of

bert and Sullivan’s HMS Pinafore and
Trial by jury will be playing at the State
Theatre, The Arts Centre, Melbourne from
May 19-June 4. Tickets start from $46 and
are available from Ticketmaster7 and Opera
Australia Ticket Services. The double bill
will also he playing in Sydney later in the
year.

The Gilbert and Sullivan will combine with
Prokofiev’s The Love for Three Oranges (see
Edition 73.2) and the two operas reviewed
this week to form Opera Australia’s autumn
season.

Benedict Coxon
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Diidn’t B IH

The Magic Flute
Opera Australia

State Theatre, The Arts Centre, Melbourne
April 19-May 14

The Opera Australia production of Mozart’s
The Magic Flute that recently opened at the
State Theatre may be almost twenty years
old, but the simple, multipurpose set was the
perfect backdrop for a fantastic evening of
musical and comic entertainment. The music
was sung well in the original German, and the
English dialogue, once one got used to the
transitions between languages, was a witty,
fast-paced translation.

Schikanaeder’s Masonic libretto about the
striving of the individual and of society for
Enlightenment, and the trials that one must
undergo to achieve unity with, and love for,
humanity was enthusiastically portrayed by a
young and lively cast. Slight technical problems
with subtitles, a few slow transitions, a few
visible nerves and Papageno’s out-of-tune
pipes didn’t detract from the overall impact of
the opening night of Mozart’s masterpiece.

Tiffany Speight’s Pamina stole the show
with her wonderful sound and musicality,
supported by Jaewoo Kim’s able Tamino.
Warwick Fyfe’s Papageno was hilarious, and
slightly outshone Papagena, acted with gusto
by Ali McGregor. The Three Ladies and the
Three Boys were fantastic, holding the show
together musically and dramatically.

The greatest disappointment of the evening
came in Natalie Jones as the Queen of the
Night, who began her first aria with such
finesse and veiled understatement that all
expected a fantastic climax., However, not
only did she have slight tuning problems in
her coloratura passages, but her top Fs would
have been nicer inaudible, Her counterpart in
Karl Huml’s Sarastro was
also disappointing, lacking
depth and strength and

constantly singing

below pitch when in the
lower end of his range.

Luke Dollman kept
Orchestra Victoria
rolling along, although

sometimes a little too
quickly and with a
few uneven entries,
providinga musical
interpretation
of Mozart’s
genius to
support
the efforts
onstage. The
audience was very
much involved, with
the house - lights
coming ‘on when
an important
message  was
being delivered
for people to

consider.
An awesomely
fantastical and

musical production:

Edward Ananian-Cooper

Purely Purcell
Syntony
Christ Church

April 16

Chamber vocal ensemble Syntony began
their 2005 season with an all-Purcell program,
complete with period-instrument string
quartet and harpsichord. It was the first time
this reviewer had heard the group, and my
expectations were high after reading a series of
positive media items. However, I felt the group
was not in the best of form for its opening
performance.

The program contained such gems as
Remember not, Lord, our offences, Let mine
eyes run down with tears and Rejoice in the
Lord alway. Together with music in four and
five parts, several pieces with large solos
were performed; a decision I didn’t entirely
understand, as Syntony’s main selling point is
surely their fine ensemble singing and blend.
Timothy Marks (bass) and Ben Whittall (tenor)
combined to perform Hosanna in the Highest,
with the other performers taking seats in the
choir stalls. I felt Marks and Whittall were much
better suited to singing as part of the group
than they were to singing as soloists. However
the following item, the haunting Remember
not, Lord, our Offences, was the highlight of the
evening. More pieces for soloists were still to
come, which was a shame; more works similar
to Remember not would

A devotee of theatre, in his more pensive moments
David often finds a bitter solace in the searing truth
of Macbeth'’s immortal words - “Out, out brief candie!
Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player that struts
and frets his hour upon the stage and then is heard
no more, It is atale told by an idiot, full of sound and
fury, signifying nothing.” Well, that and how wise it
was to sneak a clause in the contracts of all female
cast members stipulating that they are required to
“wax his surfboard” on command.

have been better.

On the whole, the
ensemble and stylewere
good, but not great.
Breathing seemed to
be causing problems,
along with = balance
and consonants.
For ~most of = the
performance, the bass
part was overpowering,
rendering the tenor and
countei‘ftenor (Matthew
Rutty) inaudible. The
performers of choice

were the sopranos,
Bridget Warnes and | andmen.
Emma Horwood.
Horwood’s upper

register was especially
clear, and the pair’s
balance in the four-part
and five-part anthems

was excellent. = The
choice to use period $cots .
instruments was to Uniting Church Dinner Discussion

my mind not  worth
the overly long tuning
sessions in between

items, but the playing (enr Pultney 8, Thursday May 26th, 6-9pm
of Be;l Dollman (violin) opposite Bonythor»t‘Hall) o Pizza and wine night
and Anna Webb (viola) More information: .. Gold coin donations appreciated
was commendable. Rev.Jason John = " RSVP helpful for catering

I am convinced that
this was not Syntony,
at his best; one must
hope that by their next.
concert these issues {
will. have ‘been sorted. @
out. ‘

Edward Joyner

wots on at scots”; 4

am WOI'Ship (progressive, informal)

Tuesdays, 8:00 -8:45 am, starting May 3rd

Breakfast, tea, coffee, juice provided, donation optional.
Informal woxship of God, which reflects and furthers our engagement with
acadexic life at University. All welcome. We celehrate the diversity of cul-
tures and sexualities in the church, and invite the full participation of wornen

237 North Tce

- University Ministry Project .
jason@scotschurch.org.au’,
0882231808 . . -
otschurch. org an/un

‘ On the anmem land of the Kaurna people, past aud present we are aninclusive'and welcoming faxth
community-on the edge of the University, We don't have all the answers, but Wwe are mterested in

semester I, 20058

WWW. scotschurch -0Ig. au/um

#1 Faith aftexr Darwin

Foux thought provoking and entertaining
' presentations intexspersed with discussion.

the questions,
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l A resurgence for Australian film

Director Robert Connolly (The Bank)
Starring: David Wenham (The Boys) & Frances
O’Connor (Lantana)

Seems unlikely, but it’s an entirely possible
set of premises. Bear with me here. You
are Eddie (aptly played by David Wenham)
husband, father, corporate employee. This is
the most unlikely part. It’s still not impossible.
You only have three dollars. This financially
insecure state of affairs happens every time
you see Sarah from your childhood which
happens, well, exactly every 9% years, nowhere
in particular. These three premises form the
sitnple basis for what to me was a ‘quality
viewing experience’. I hope many others are
queuing to find what this film has in store for
them.

Wenham and his signature of quality
character acting (always imbued with a wry
personal touch) are here as could be expected.
Perhaps it is also a skilled rapport derived
from previous . collaborations with Connolly
as director, making his character come to
life in cohesion with the various locations,
and plot fragments that drive the storyline.
Indeed all cast performances are strong.
Particularly noticeable as Eddie’s daughter
Abby is Johanna Hunt-Prokhovnik, small as
she may be, her depth shows in scenes that, in
film and in real life, are hard for everybody to
understand and be reconciled with. As a young
actress her sensitivity and feel for the role make
her stand out. The student, mother and wife,
Tania is played well, with obvious compassion
by Frances O’Connor. The diverse characters
created onscreen are simply likeable, and it’s
easy to become attached.

With Eddie’s narration slipping in and out
of dialogue; interspersed with quiet scenes

atmospheric music/noises and the odd rich .

silence, the viewer is invited into hearing and
seeing what he does, how he’s thinking, and
sometimes what he or various characters, are

blind to. Whilst there is drama and magic in

the plot, it is gently realistic, forever pushing
. the envelope on what ordinary situation can
be woven into the unpredicted c1rcumstances
Eddie and family find themselves in,
With them, we delve into and flit through
hidden but typical concerns of ordinary people,
' material and non-material, and their symbolic
1nterre1at10ns For instance, Tania’s attitude to

their “shrine to mobility” might strike a chord,
if you've ever had a car to fix, as might Eddie’s
experience of finding himself in an expensive
suit with a hole in it, ‘the emperor has no
clothes’ style. It cuts through and humanizes
the nominalized veneers of mental illness
and homelessness (deserving hearty praise
just for that) and weaves in simple themes of
honesty, trust, and responsibility. And yet it is
intentionally funny.

More than that, implicit is the suggestion
that misfortune is not by necessity brought
unto oneself, and by default it calls into
question the arbitrary economic hierarchy
imposed on society by layer upon layer of
rationalist decision making. Do see director
Connolly’s ABC radio interview transcripts
(www.abc.net.au) if you want to hear some of
his views (loosely shared by myself and many
Australians) on how this country is run from
above. But the story told on the screen is
mainly from the basic personal perspective,
with focus on those acting directly to create and
resolve their and others’ circumstances within
the environment of the status quo. It’s about
family, health, dilemmas of responsibility and
ethics, but most of all it’s about what our lives
add up to. Once our basic needs are secured,
what are the non-material things we value,
how do we attain them, and what do we do
when others are falling by the wayside? How
oftenn do we really value that which we have?
Or fight to keep it?

As students in Australia, many of the scenes
will be familiar, a university library, student
notice boards, cropping country in Victoria,
city, and streets. The backdrop to this story is
our country. Much as I am a positive sucker
for Australian movies, the beauty of any
cinematic experience is in the perception and
interpretation. This one is well worthwhile,

Y&

Director Paul Cox (Innocence, A Woman'’s Tale)

Starring: Jacqueline McKenzie (Romper
Stomper) & Aaron Blabley (Erskineville Kings)

With more than 30 films to his credit,
including some of the most important and
respected in the history of the Australian
cinema, Paul Cox is one of the lynchpins of our
national cinema. In his past films, such as My
First Wife, A Woman’s Tale and Innocence, he’s
explored intensely personal issues, usually
revolving around a search for intimacy and
the difficulties of negotiating a truly symbiotic
relationship with another human being. In
Human Touch he continues down this personal
road with an increased interest in theimportance
of sexuality in long-term relationships.

Anna (Jacqueline McKenzie) and David
(Aaron Blabley) are a loving young couple
whose relationship seems to be built on give
and take and respect for each other. Anna
belongs to a choir who are planning a trip to
China but lack the funds to be able to make
the trip. Wealthy philanthropist Edward
(Chris Hayward) takes an interest in Anna and
members of her choir suggest she spend time
with him in the hopes of getting him to sponsor
them. After an initial reluctance Anna agrees.
At first David is understanding of her need for
freedom but after she begins to show more and
more platonic affection for Edward and less and
less sexual interest in David he finds it harder
to deal with Anna and Edward’s relationship.
Slowly David and Anna’s relationship begins to
disintegrate and they flee to France to try and
regain what has been lost.

Human Touch is almost impossible to
categorize in any sense other than that it is a
mood piece. Cox doesn’t clearly articulate any
single idea or follow and one philosophy. He
seems to be sending his characters on journeys
unaware of where they will end up. He sets up
reactions between volatile ingredients so as to
be able to examine the by-products of their collision.

In a way this is a strength of the picture, it
means that viewers can take what they like
from it, identifying things they are familiar
with and feeling empathy in those instances.
Nonetheless the lack of any discernable insight
robs the picture of its potential profundity.

At times Cox seems to be suggesting that love
requires you to “let your partner be free”, at
other times he seems to suggest that you have
to own your partner and that exclusivity gives
a greater weight and value to your interactions
and then at other times he seems to be
suggesting that it’s all meaningless and that
sex is the most fun of all the meaningless things.

- Human Touch is a very intelligent, articulate
conversation where the speaker agrees to
disagree with himself,

- Danny Wills
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Feel-em l

Director/Writer: Paul Weitz

Starring: Dennis Quaid (Far From Heaven),
Topher Grace (TV’s That 70’s Show), Scarlett
Johansson (Lost in Translation)

The people within corporations exist in
a hierarchy: last year’s documentary The
Corporation touched on this from a very
neutral angle, examining the impersonality of
big business and the disposability of many of
the people within it. In Good Company tackles
this side of big business as well, but its focus is
more specific, its angle more emotional. That’s
not to say this is a bad thing - in a desolate
wasteland of mindless, ‘mainstream’ films, In
Good Company is actually a warmly intelligent,
perceptive comedy. Its core character, Dan
Foreman (Quaid), a middle-aged advertising
executive in a large advertising company, finds
himself in hot water when said company is
bought out by an even bigger company, Dan
is quickly demoted to make room for Carter
Duryea (Grace), an ambitious man barely half
Dan’s age. Dan is lucky, in a way — many of
his co-workers and close friends have found
themselves ousted from their jobs, while
Dan can still finance his daughter Alex’s

(Johansson) college education, unaware of the
fact that Alex is dating Carter.

The film sidesteps predictability at almost
every turn, with unexpected outcomes for
all of its main characters. What really lends
the film its strength, though, is the subtlety
of its direction. Humour is found in the
awkwardness between Dan and Carter’s first
meetings, in the casual detail of the way Dan’s
family interact with each other, and in Carter’s
underlying intimidation by Dan. When Dan’s
company is visited by newfound CEO Teddy
K, who espouses a wad of vague management-
speak during his introductory speech, Dan
politely states that he doesn’t understand what
Teddy is talking about. The scene is nicely
downplayed, and something that employees of
big business (such as myself) might appreciate.
The performances are easy to enjoy as well,
with director Weitz drawing much understated
gusto from both Quaid and Grace, whose
character has a tendency to overuse the word
‘awesome.’ Scarlett Johansson continues to
reflect talent beyond her age, imbuing her
character here with a wisdom that makes her
seem somewhat out of Carter’s grasp, even if
her roles in Girl with a Pearl Earring and Lost in
Translation had a little more to offer her.

Ultimately, In Good Company leads its
audience to the realisation that there are
costs associated with corporate ambition.
There are a few positions at the top of the
managerial chain, but for a select few people

to reach that point, countless others must be
‘let go.’ Those people are almost invariably left
unacknowledged by those who do manage the
business, as illustrated by Mark Steckle (Clark
Gregg), Carter’s manager, who wants to know
nothing about the situations of those people
he is partially responsible for displacing. The
Corporation pushed more information - it is
a documentary, after all — but by delivering
strong, empathetic characters that embody
the faceless victimization businesses can so
easily manage, In Good Company carries a
great weight that might not be felt until next
Monday rolls around.

Few sequels have risen above their
predecessors or even above mediocrity.

That’s not to say that the crowd at the
premiere didn’t enjoy Miss Congeniality:
Armed and Fabulous. There were even claps at
the end and more than one outrageous burst
s, of laughter. Must have been the

A\ hype surrounding the evening as
. SAFM did their best to organise
fun for the audience in order to
. plug the movie.

. But, I wanted more
I funnies, And not those
that come  from
Sandra
Bullock
frumping it

Cult‘Blast From the Cusack Past - Say Anything (1989)

Director/Writer: Cameron Crowe (Almost Famous)
Starring: John Cusack (The Sure Thing), Ione Skye
(Wayne‘s World), Lili Taylor (I Shot Andy Warhol)

When you next get into an argument about
which character from a movie would be the
best boyfriend (if it hasn’t already happened,
it will) you now have the answer: Lloyd Dobler
(Cusack). Sweet, honest and quirky, he’s
any girl’'s dreamboat. Unfortunately he’s one
of those overlooked gems, with many girl
“friends”, but no girlfriend. Of course, there’s
Diane Court (Skye). Beautiful and insanely
intelligent, she seems way out of Lloyd’s
league, advised by his friend Corey (Taylor)
“brains stick with brains. The bomb could
go off and their mutant genes would form the
same cliques”. But Lloyd’s not convinced. His
unwavering sense of self-assurance has him
asking Diane out on a date., And from here
begins one of the most delightful and believable
love stories to ever come out of the Gen X era.

up in over-70s women wear a la Las Vegas style
for an undercover scene. There’s something as
dissatisfying with pretty women dressing ugly
for a joke as eating a bag of popcorn for dinner.
As with Blues Brothers 2000, the idea goes
that to continue the story you must add an
extra character. This time it isn’t a cutesy child
with great musical talents but a new partner
for FBI agent Gracie ‘Miss Congeniality’ Hart
(Sandra Bullock). Her new partner is a hard-
pressed young woman with anger management
problems to counter Miss Congeniality’s, well, congeniality.
As expected there is be some dullish conflict
to propel the narrative towards a bonding
sesh between the two women, not before a few
humourous tiffs and after the dressing up.
Miss Congeniality is fed up with her former
Beauty Pageant persona and ready to kick some
ass. In the first film she had to go undercover
at a Beauty Pageant for an assignment. In the
sequel she leads an undercover mission to bust
a group of robbers, dressed as housewives, in

a bank. Unfortunately a fan rushes to get her

Cameron Crowe has the same gift of story-

telling that Judy Blume has - to project himself .

back to any age and write from brutally
personal places to create beautifully sincere
films. With Say Anything, he’s at his best. Lloyd
Dobler is one of the most fabulous characters
ever realised. The support players are natural
and funny, or naturally funny, if you will
Crowe’s wonderfully unique script-and relaxed

directing are what make the film shine, and of -

course John Cusack. What a sweety! ,
Much parodied since, the scene that has

Lloyd outside Diane’s window, ghetto blaster

raised and their song (In Your Eyes, Peter
Gabriel, if you're interested) blaring out should -
send any girl’s heart aflutter (or have any guy -
jotting down the idea for future use). All you'

need is lovel

G 4

autograph and blows her cover.
She wants to get back to doing
her real job but can’t due to her
legions of fans who show their &
admiration at inappropriate
times. Her boss comes up with
the idea of making her ‘the
face’ of the FBI. Countless |
talk shows, book launche
and press junkets later her
best friend, Miss America, is
kidnapped for ransom. With
the help of her new anger
management sidekick, only
Miss Congeniality can save
the day and truly come to
understand the importance
of friendship. ‘
Light and forgettable,

Héléne Sobolewski
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B “Dirty, dirty Irishman”

Beginning an interview by more or less
offering the interviewee sexual favours has
become our standard ice breaker. You know
the On Dit girls are around when the first story
told is of their drunken hook-up with the last
interviewee and a tentative ‘we’ll just see how
this pans out’ consigns their new hapless
victim to a similar fate. Jimeoin, dirty dirty
Irish man that he is, loved every minute of |
it: “They've already asked if they can snhog
me. First question!” he cries to his mate, but
he’s a fair guy, “both of you can snog me
afterwards.” With that out of the way,
we could concentrate on talking about
his new film, The Extra, which is about
a film extra trying to break into the
big time — not so different to Jimeoin’s
own tale of an extra/builder who
starts stand-up in 1990 and 15 years
later has established himself as one of
Australia’s ‘best loved’ entertainers.

Jimeoin wrote the script himself, “I
actually wrote it, finished it and started
again cos it was the

wrong story. It can
happen that way...
‘Cos - it's a fictional

story, you really have
to question yourself
about what it is you're
trying to say.” While
filming The Craic, he
started tossing around
new script ideas and there
was an extra in the film who

really stuck in his head. After the
first screening the first two people
Jimeoin saw were extras who were
absolutely gutted because their parts
had been cut. And a mate of his had
been an extra on Far and Away with

The i

Director: Kevin Carlin

Starring: Jimeoin, Rhys Muldoon & Sean Micallef -

When [ found out I had the opportunity to
interview Jimeon | jumped at the chance
mean, come on - Jimeoin! The Irish com
with the cheeky grin who's on TV a'lot. Yeah,
that's right. So when realisation hit that 1 had
to see his latest film, The Extra, to get the
interview, well, let’s just say he became the
sort of funny guy who's on TV, sometimes,
But I pulled up my socks and went along
with an open mind (very open) trying
all unhealthy thoughts of shitty Australian
commedy feature. films from my jaded mind.
oolish dreamer [ was, NB:
I know this sounds pretty dire - it’s not all
that bad, it’s just not all that good, either.
Jimeoin plays “The Extra’ (no actual name: -
clever), a hapless but quietly optimistic fellow
who can’t get a break as an actor. He has to
dance in a gay bar to get in to the performer’s
union and even as an extra he’s always left
on the cutting room floor. Tear. Along comes
an opportur in the form of Rhyvs Muldoon
fora starring role and chance at the big time.
Yay!:  Hooray tor The Extral
there are sinister forces at work and thin

Not quite, for

Tom Cruise and had to sign a contract saying
he wouldn’t make eye contact with the stars
~ and so he thought “That’s perfect, this is
what it is - The Extra... You write what you
know and I knew about fame and about being
an extra and wanting to do something with
my life but being disrespected and being
ignored.”
The film features some high profile
Australian comedians: Shaun Micallef,
Colin Lane, Rhys Muldoon — how did
Jimeoin enjoy working with them?
“They’re great... I couldn’t take anyone
from the film world into this project
‘cos theyre all wankers... they’re so
egotistical... [ really wanted people
who I work with in the comedy world,
who knew how to execute a joke.”
He tried to give them some freedom
to play around with the script and
! confesses that he had no idea what
to expect from Shaun Micallef for his
character’s audition piece, incidentally
one of the highlights of the film.
Another highlight was Jim’s dancing
in the gay club, taken straight from his
observations whilst living in London,
and here’s an interesting tidbit for
Jimeoin lovers out there — he wanted
to be a dancer. “I missed my vocation. I
really would have loved to be a dancer,
to be perfectly honest.” Our hearty
laughter was out of order - “I'm being
deadly serious.”

His advice to budding young
comedians: “You've got to stick at it. [t'll
be shit for the first couple of years...
there’s a lot of humiliation in stand-
up, people just don't find you funny,

don’t always turn out the way we hope...or
do they? Muhahahaha! Along the way The
Extra picks up a few mates, a cotple of roots,
crabs, a:.gun.and some morals. Aaaaaw!

There are funny bits in The Extra. I won’t
write them because I can’t really remember
what they are - but I.do remiember laughing.
Oh! Micallef’s audition scene”was a hoot,
totally adlibbed including an impersonation
of Christopher Walken. Now who “doesn’t
love that? Jimeoin’s inept ‘Extra’ is everyone
single character’s stooge at some point, and
he plays-it with:relish. [t got me wondering
how many quasi-surprised looks he has up
his sleeve now? Rhys Muldoon is as hammy
as the Royal family’s Christmas dinne

is Hinze as a big-time screen goddess and the
:ct of The Extra’s desire. [ say “perfectly
ause all she had to do was stand
around and look beautiful. Yeah, well done, ya
maodel. There’s a lot of industry-related jokes
in The Extra, that unlortunately only people
“in with the in crowd” may undeérstand. All
in all, the film is a trite piece of light (so light
loating) entertainment that il watche
stoned...still wouldn’t be any funnier.

. ¢

Lucky {(or not soj L
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but if you go through
that and start to feel a
bit more comfortable
on stage then you
can start trying to
exercise an original
voice.”

When asked about his
heroes, he immediately
names Johnny Rotten:
“His sense of rebellion
and sense of humour
are probably my biggest
inspiration.” His dream
show? “The Jimeoin
and Johnny Rotten
Show... itd  be
funny... I'm pitching
it to Channel Nine as we speak.” Oh, and have
we heard? “Neil Diamond’s done a song with
Johnny Rotten, a duet. It’s called You don't
bring me flowers no more, you fucking cunt.’l”

Fucking comedians, always gotta have the
last laugh.

Soph. & Lucky L.

If you know what
film this quote is from,"

let’ ‘us -know! Email
nditfilm@hotmail.com
and - we’ll throw

‘something your-
way!

On Dit 73.8




g
,,I;,»;,ﬁqwf 3

G by




[ The Plastic Industry

PR ;s,

Prisoners Of Love
Yo La Tengo
Matador

The first Yo La Tengo CD I ever
bought was . Genius and Love =
Yo La Tengo, a compilation of
out-takes, covers, soundtrack
songs and alternative versions. I
couldn’t believe how good it was, a
precious find that I would forever
love. Their latest compilation offers
a summary of YLT in a structure
that reflects their mad variety
and wonderfully consolidated
approach. Prisoners Of Love
marks a brilliant twenty years of
YLT, a band you may’ve heard of
but not necessarily heard.

The - problem isn’t where to
begin, they are an amazing band
and any album will suffice. It’s
just that Prisoners of Love is
probably not the way that I'd lead
you if my objective were to change
your life. Sure there are great
examples of what’s to love about
YLT from the purring bassline of
‘Autumn Sweater’ to the Dropped
out delayed wash of Pablo and
Andrea’. You'll find yourself lost in
Georgia Hubley’s Heartbreakingly
sombre tones on ‘Tears Are In
your Eyes’, from Electr-O-Pura.
Her dreamy tones here make up
for similar songs like ‘Shadows’
and ‘Nowhere Near’ absent from
this compilation. In fact the sense
of absence is the most telling flaw
with this and that’s probably the
case with any prolific band’s Dbest
of’; there’s never enough space to
put. everything worth hearing on
them.

The difficult task of compiling ‘

a selection YLT songs that would
appease everyone is handled in
a way that avoids doubling up
on- examples of texture, sound,
vocals, structure; and mixes 'in

order to’ reflect upon the great .

variety that is YLT. -

~There . are ' the ~unavoidable
instances where you need to hear
Ira” Kaplan’s blitzkrieg :guitar or
James McNew’s sweet, Neil Young-
esque falsetto on
Syndrome’.
hear the contrast between the first
two tracks off President YLT (‘Barn
aby, hardly. working’ and: ‘Drug
Test’) with ‘Season of the Shark’
from 2003’s Summer Sun; It shows

how far their sound has developed . -
and not lost ‘any substance. YLT
are like the frog in Frogger, except ..

they - move brilliantly from side

to side’ without having to avoid -

anythlng cause they're ' already

‘Stockholm
Likewise it’s ‘good'! to-"g"

across the road.

Fans will notice the songs that
have been overlooked, ‘Deeper
into Movies’, ‘Some Kinda Fatigue’,
Whole Of The Law’, ‘Center Of
Gravity’, ‘The Evil That Men
Do’ and more. For those not yet
acquainted you'll find the songs
you do and don't like, and then
you’ll buy an album and the one’s
you don't like will become your
favourites...ahh now I get it!

Anyway the bonus disc is where
it’s at for me. The name of Kevin
Shields, let alone following the
words ‘remixed by...’ catch the
eyes in anticipation and quench
the ears with a trance electro
warmth treatment to ‘Autumn
Sweater’. There are surprises
when you think some songs can’t
be bettered such as a demo take
of ‘Green Arrow’, from the album
I Can Hear The Heart Beating As
One. Exhibiting the desired elbow
sound they couldn’t reproduce for
the album version, where they
opted for the sounds of crickets
instead, you’ll wish they could
somehow go back into the studio
until they could get it right. An
acoustic version of ‘Tom Courtney’
sung by Georgia is endearing but
won’t challenge the album version.
The guitar on ‘Bad Politics’ and
‘Out The Window’ are insane, and
the eerie samples on ‘Mr. Ameche
Plays the Stranger’ showcases a
darker psychologically approach
of YLT never seen before, though
it’s style could probably fit towards

.the end of Electr-O-Pura.

So that’s my two cents! There’s
so much, buy this then go to the
Adelaide City Council’s lending
library and grab all you can find,
it seems someone of a reasonable
intellect has spent a good portion

- of resource money on the entire

YLT catalogue,

BV

" Riding Giants (sountrack)
Various :
Warner

Whoa iike this cdmpilation is,
like, the gnarliest thing I've ever
heard compadre. -

There was a time. when surfi
mus1c TWAS a genre and  now:
it seems a.ny’thmg from Alice.

‘1n Chains  to Ragtime to the

Illdependents can feature on. ‘a.

surf clip, movie and or doco.

aesthetio pop

Who's making surf music these
days? I hear bits of the surf guitar

showcasing a history of surfing
does justify the variety of tunes. I
suppose the fact that surfers don’t
listen to surf music anymore may
have something to do with it too.
Wow I got like sooo tangential
there, like, I was way out riding
giants. Basically this compilationis
spoiled by sub-culture syndrome.
In their own context most of these
songs are definitely worth hearing
though to anyone who listened in
the 90’s many of these tracks are
too recycled, e.g. Pearl Jam's GO,
Soundgarden’s My Wave or Dick
Dale and the Deltones’ Misirlou
(for those of you who have got the
Pulp Fiction soundtrack maybe).
If wuncontrollable slides into
feeling like you're Keanu appeal to
you then go for this, otherwise be
thankful that surfer’s are the ones
making mixed CDs rather than
Footballers who have no music
taste at all.
BV

88 keys (7 inch)
Bad Girls of the Bible
independent

The latest offering from
BGOTB is right up there with
the best local releases I've come
across this year; a hearty seven
minutes of well written, well
played, well recorded heavy-
rock meets post-rock. The
first track, ‘88 Keys’, delivers
a wholesome array of heavy
textures. Solid sounding yet
loosely  played - bass lines,
crisp hard drumming, crunchy
guitar chords and layered lo-
fi arpeggios are all set really
nicely within the mix, and
build toward the crescendos
seamlessly. I like the way Dan’s
singing blends a subdued lead
vocal with searing harmonies
before launching into a harsher
infectious delivery. All this
combines to potentially bring
out the angry young man .in

anyone. ‘
Did I mention  it’s a 77,
mastered in ‘the States and
pressed in - Czechoslovakia,.

‘Apparently that’s the only place

BGOTB could get red vinyl, so
stop  your scenester bitching
‘everyone and enjoy the bonus.
Anyway the B-side ‘Simple
Mistakes’is just as good, staying
true to the  same textures
though bringing a more vocal/

lyrical focus to the fore. It has
-ai more straight forward song
"structure than ‘88 Keys

but

deceptively employs good guitar
runs and catchy off beats.

They’ve even included a CD
version in the sleeve for those
who don’t own turntables or
have shitty needles, organised
and thoughtful-- hey these are
hardly bad girls! I can’t foresee
this release being overlooked
and if it were it would be a
travesty, or a sure sign of
corruption in the ranks that
choose Adelaide’s successful
bands.

BV

Feathers
Dead Meadow
Matador Records

Dead Meadow’s fourth
full length release sees the
Washington DC band manage to
straddle both the heavy and the
melodic side to psych-rock. Dead
Meadows take their cues primarily
from narcoleptic rock pioneers
(Black  Sabbath, Hawkwind,
Blue Cheer) and early British
psychedelia, and channel it via
atmospheric 90’s British trance-
tastic shoegazers like Spaceman
3 and Ride. Thankfully though,
these influences are so thoroughly
digested that credibility is never an
issue, and Dead Meadow can boast
enough original talent (unlike the
pathetic Wolfmother for instance)
to ensure they rise beyond them
into something much more valid
than mere mimicry.

With brief forays into gentle
acoustic balladry (the sun kissed
melodicism of “Stacy’s Song”)
offsetting the heavier slow
burning stoner friendly drone
jams like opener “Let’s Jump
In and Heaven”, the end result
is that Feathers comes on like
a pleasantly benign psychedelic
experience, as opposed to the
oscillating mind-bending madness
of their neo-psych peers Comets on
Fire or the audacious freak-outs of
Acid Mothers Temple. That’s not

“to say that lovers of chewy psych

swirl will find Feathers lacking in
aural bite; on the contrary, with
the l1ne—up augmented with the
addition of second guitarist Cory
Shane, (no doubt a decision made
primarily with the live stage in
mind), the interplay between the
two  guitarists’ layers and tones
is a highlight. Singer/ - guitarist
Jason Simon is no slouch on the
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six-string himself, as previous LP’s
have demonstrated, and the trend
continues here, with the wah
wahs getting a thorough working
out on the monolithic blues rave
up “Get Up on Down”, and the
lysergic approved “Eyeless Gaze
All Eye/Don’t Tell the Riverman”.
where the slide guitars outline a
hazy arabesque around drummer
Stephen McCarty’s mid-tempo
swinging bombast, and Simon’s
softly understated vocals float
above it all on rainbow clouds.
From there the album takes in the
thickly flanged drum barrage of
“Through the Gates of the Sleepy
Silver Door”, before an untitled
secret track based around a heavy
stoner-blues riff and a dual guitar
solo resembling a wonky ride on a
space ship navigating a storm of
comet trails brings the album to a
climactic close.

It would be an exaggeration
to declare Feathers an album of
unbridled psychedelic brilliance,
but it’s certainly a consistent
album, and compared to the
majority of trite shite that the
some people are mistaking for
retro flavoured rock and roll these
days (aka Jet, Wolfmother et al
this is pure gold.

It’s atmospheric reverberations
and lashings of tape echo
enhanced textures make it a
perfect soundtrack for a post-
mushroom come down, and/or an
aural accompaniment to various
erotic escapades. Feathers has
plenty of trance inducing riffs,
and heady melodies to make you
shake your hips and lose your
mind; pass the incense, stoke
the peace pipe and set adrift for a
celestial voyage.

danV

nefit of the mixtape
id




l Interviews & Reviews

The Idea
Of North

The Idea of North are a vocal quartet based
in the Sydney region. The magic of their sound
is that they are just four beautifully honed
voices, with nothing to accompany them. And
believe me they don’t need anything else with
what they emanate.

The group is composed of four highly
talented singers, arrangers and songwriters
from around the country, and have done
Australia justice worldwide. Naomi Crellin is
one of Adelaide’s finest alto singers, and before
their concert I had a chance to chat with this
group member. Having made the move from
Adelaide, where she enjoyed a comfortable
lifestyle teaching and singing in Adelaide
University’s very own Conservatorium of

Music, she really enjoys the
work she does within the group.
Initially having a classical piano
background, Naomi transferred
into the less solitary jazz genre,
and this has helped to bring
another dimension to the group
behind the scenes.
Between them they write an array
of music and rearrange existing music with
creative and effective twists. They perform folk,
jazz, soul, pop and classical pieces, seamlessly
weaving between them. As Naomi points out
the more you learn the wider your scope for
writing music becomes, and therefore your
skills for arranging. Standard harmonies
can be developed consequently through
instinct. The experience held between
them helps them draw off each other’s
skills to create and nurture a sound
that is completely their own.

Trish Delaney soars on soprano, whilst
Naomi holds down a very solid and clear alto.
Nick Begbie has a beautiful velvet tenor, and
Andrew Piper’s voice is more than just the
bass component, but more often than not
a percussion instrument of numerous sorts
(including a beat box, as any contempary
vocal a capella group now should have). But
they have something more than any other
contempary group of their genre today, as is
evident in their relentless and successful tours
worldwide. Not to mention they’re hosting a
massive competition in the States which they
won last year. However, it’s not a competition
between these groups. It’s very clear from
TION’s attitude that they learn from their
peers, and help to mentor as well as learn from

all those around them and what they’re doing.
As such when discussion of a fifth member
was brought up, it was decided against as it
would cause a massive change in their sound,
arranging and distinctiveness.

In front of you they blossom like a flower.
The sound just flows like it’s natural and it’s
all they have ever done as it grows. It lulls
you into another world where the music takes
your attention, everything fades out, and even
the silence in their pauses can be enthralling.
Only in the first song did their tone waver, but
everyone hardly noticed. Through their varied
array of songs was humour, a message of peace
and an overwhelming sense of wholeness at
the end. Of all the songs the one that stood
out the most (but only just) was their amazing
rendition of “Fields of Gold”. “Ugly Woman”
came a close second, and definitely had the
crowd in fits of laughter. Naomi says the
group aims to influence the audience in a
positive way, despite maybe an intense set; to
lift them away from everyday nomenclature.
It’s about poignancy, and they pull it off well,
as the double encore proved.

Although she had planned to start such a
group in Adelaide, the audition came up and
TION is where she has landed safely on her
feet. But that doesn’t mean it can’t be achieved
here. As a message to all aspiring Adelaidian
musicians, “Adelaide has more going for it
than people realise,” Naomi said. “Don’t think
you have to be in Sydney”. If you can network
you can get anywhere.

jenn

hit cheated if | were to fork out
for a concert ticket:. :
Other let downs come via their
-lack of stage presence (apart from
“their image, which is getting
~tedious),. they play far toomany
songs; and Jack White is clearly
sturnbling - through the :motions

on crowd  pleasers: Hotel ‘Yorba :

receiving the same treatment that
you . might imagine. Radiohcad
giving.to Creep. [ guess if [ had to
play that song night after
would | ne off too, nonethele

it all. m for a long and drawn
out performance,

Visually the show is captured
with a patronising digital camera
effect, trying to pass itself of as a
super 8, and as for bonus DVD
features there ¢ none. Mavbe
I'm heing a little unfair after all
the sleeve does have a lew arty
prints on transparencies. They

I like the White Stripes to a
degree, they've made a couple
good records and I'm not
dreading their next album.
However, after sceing their DV
Live Under Blackpool Lights, 1've
mace my decision not to care
too much if [ never sce them live.
Basically this concert is really
boring and it 15 & poor release.

The obvious problem is that
there's only a limited sound ['ve danced to their
this two picce can, or want the local haunts, so dont get
to, produce live. It's a classic me wrong when I say that WS

a band that put a lot of  appreciators deserve more than

oduction into their records  this. I'm not m
and makes things really harvd for —and shut up cause it’s not o
themselves  when stripped back” show, just buy
that into a live setting. I'm not  the atbums instead.

would be great if vou have an
overhead projector, or want to
White  Stripes
into your nest tute presentation.

incorporate  the

Final word is that like vou,
songs  at

sing the point,
transposing

saving they should be more like
Dyire Straits, just that I'd fecl a

32

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAMS

Global Work Experiences

Work USA - 6pm - Exclusive US employer interviews
- Extensive Job listings

Work Canada, Britain, - Arrival Orientation
Ireland, South Africa - 7pm - €verything else you need for the
ultimate working holiday experience!

Mon the 2nd of May

Enterprise House,
136 Greenhill Road, Adelaide

To e sligible for Work USA you must be a full time student
retirning to stody in 2006

300 300 912  wwwiep.orgau
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Duwnstairs

“203 Rundle Straat:, Adelaide
: (noxi ol lc;hl Vholatoods)

coupon entitles you to a
COMPLIMENTARY :
= ougank:. totfae, tew, cliad or hat chotolate

Wit any sahe mesl

ph/fax 223 5994

DEN forbrekiis & fongl or grab o
take homme nigal ohvyaur seay harse!
YES e do takeavwaryy & delfveriasi

ke dealiive chisice, perfaction vl B youns”
- Chiewrpy -

' Heat thc mmamlly '
fry garhc

bgplam vin g’lr cor mnd(‘ and half thc sll(‘od
ced'lemon and simmer for 10 minutes
,md for a few minutes (should be suvcd

“warm: = not hot),, ;;aum,sh with olives - and-

remaining sliced preserved lemon.
Serve with bread:

€

; mugh'

Mint is:¢

arcthis:is a d

friends-so g
suits, - furni
military “titl
Southern Ho
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Spamishs (Japb
fomversatiom
Groasp,

Meets Friday 1:00 in the clubs common
room, upstairs in the west wing of
the cloisters, just above union
information. Spanish speakers of
all levels welcome. Submissions
' on a new group meeting time to-
stuart.brady@student.adelaide
.edu.au

Male comedians

What’s with you all being so fucking sleazy in
real life? Paul McDermott, Greg Fleet, Jimeoin, Wil
Anderson ~ you're all, like, womanising fuckheads.
None of you are Jerry Lewis, y’know. You all don’t
have to try that hard - girls like funny guys anyway.
S0 straighten up and keep your hands off our
women. Swine,

WRITERS, MUSICIANS, ARTISTS

Lonely, talentless single requires artistic credibility in
order to get laid. Will negotiate monetary payment for
YOUR entire body of work. Help, before I start an art rock
bandl Send portfolios to:
Mr Herbert Smith
29 Fake St
Fakesville 5666

WANTED

One double bed or mattress, no more than
$100. Formerly homeless person now has a place
and needs a decent bed for himself and his long:
- suffering missus. Contact Stan on 0421 889 253.

FREE SOUP -
No, really, free soup I -make really nice vegetarlan -
“soup, and there’s usually heaps of it, so if you want
some, come to 25 Eliza St (near the markets) this Friday
at around Spm and Il serve you. up a bowl Bnng beer if
‘you can. And ganJa

Michael Bourlotls frontal lobe. Last seen bathed in psychotrop1c '
“chemicals 'in the Botanical Gardens last Thursday night. If found,
‘ please treat with extreme cautmn and contact the On Dit ofﬁce '
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Your recording studio.
Your Producer. Your name on a CD.
Get it on the Lounge.
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Join the privileged few: and win with BlU-e LO-U-nge“ Lelstra

telstrabluelounge.com

®Registered Trademark of Telstra Corporation Limited ABN 33 051 775 556. Visit telstrabluelounge.com for full terms and conditions.




