miinly in an account of the norv-
L BN i 'I't'
gl gy ¢ professor explained that

millions of celly and :
¥ a number of slides
]:rflur':ﬂ by Mp, ﬂm}]rr.-w Seolt the diffe-
rent nervodn forma and rorces in our bodies
::'-ilrgdﬁmvn. Ehe nsits of thoe system were
e natve colls gr neurones, and a defis
i %'-‘ ARETeRation of theso, without, as
n*”'l contnet Letwesm them, made up the
}nhu © siructure, The cells wore embedided
hh {:iu cement for which, until rocently, there
o considered no other definijs use,
ut lately theories had ariginited
‘Wwhich Jocuted in this substance eertain quas
ihes conneoted with expericnee anil  the
formation of such t=uits s habit,  Practice,
for instance, continaally repeated » trans-
erence  from one neurone to  another
through the cement, until the path becama
sasier, and . bhabit asserted its influence.
Professnr Mitchell explained that he wns
not going to take into. considemtion the
ongin of life in this course of lectures, It
Mid not affeet  matertlism whether life
cuald he formed in the laboratory op not,
althovszh the chemienl structure of the pro-
toplasan was, of such complexity that thore
s very little likelihood of  this being
done, However, theres wns nothing theore-
tically wrong with the idea that life conld
be made from matter, Referring to the dise
trilfition  of the nervous svstem of the
briin, he said that no scientific man held
with the theory of phrenology, asiit localiz.
ed certain xeparate powers of the bemin,
No #nzle part of the brain eould nct by
}l‘ﬁ-t'll" nnd cause ith own individoal resulf.
The lectare was illust=atod by & number of
‘mteicale views of the mnervous svstem:
which. eonsidembly aided the speker in
his - explanations;
w Niext Tucsday the second lecture will
denl more specifically with the coincident
working of mind and bmin, and o for
ther into the explanation of matermlisin.
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o laeta of this connection, and
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UNIVERSIL'Y EDUGATION,

- ' London, Seplember 17.
Sir  William R. Anson (Parliamentary
Secretary to the Board of Education), in a

speech which he delivered at Manchester
lnst” might, eriticised Sip Joseph Norman

 Lockyer's statement at the annud mect- |

ings  of the PBritish Assorintion

that '

£24,000,000 was required to place the Bri- |
| tizh wystem of university education on n !
par with those existing in Germany and

the. United States. Ha stated that
\, President of the British Associntion

the
had

. begun at the wrong end, and exproeseed
i the opinion that a large extension of uni-
| versiticd  was unnecossary | unless there

should be a more svidely diffused desire for |

education throtghout the country.
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LECTURE ON MATERIALISM,

Profemor Mitehell continued his course of lece
. " connection with the
tures  od '“‘“““““‘.muu“ on Tuesday evening

ﬂml{'“' pudience, I the previous Jecture

0 ' Ilis su
ﬂ,d:l.: Tihelr ‘explanation in material

on Tues:
et e

dealt with “‘what Is Mnﬂ{ called materializm."*

The subject was dea

th in an [nteresiing man.

views of & number of eminent
o discusssd,

B . o :
hinkers In respect o It were
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| better than a broadly farcieal statute,
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THE RAMSAY SMITH ENQUIRY.
In n personal sense the essentinl re-
sult of the report of the Board of En-
quiry concorning the charges brought
aguinit the City Coroper Is to acquit
that officer of having done anything

due  zmeal in deallng  with  the
corpse of the aborlginal Tommy Walker, |
In these clreumstonees Dr. Ramsay
Smith may fairly be congratulated up-
ou his satlsfuctory emergence from a
palnful ordeal, and upon the benedie-
tiong which the Board has so lavishly
showered on him. Certaloly 15 mew-
bers express the opinlon—whleh Tho
Reglster has conslstently urged for
Years—that the office of City Coroner
should be held Independently of pri-
vite practice or oflielnd duties that may
clash with It; buct this obvionsly wise
pronouneement Implies no  disparage-
ment of D, Smith, who acted In hils
multifarious  capacities with the full|
consent of the Government. So much
for the personal equation, and  with

more serious than the display of vu-

that ceases the occaslon for gratifica-
tion. The finding of the Board must
tenil to iocrcase Instead of allay the)
dread which fond survivors have felt
beécause of what wmay happen to the
bodies of those who were dear © them
when In life. The declaration of the
Board on this general Issue I In effect
that the Apatomy Act Is little, If any,

merely leadiog people to belleve thit
the sanctlty of the dead is respected,
when In reality there 18 no guarmntee
that It I8 not coustantly violated, Ac-
coriling to  the Attorney-General's
extremely suggestive commentary, the
Act applies If o body is cul Into lttle
pleces, but jt docs not apply If the
corpse Is deprived of lis head or any
other part, or even Ity skeleton,
$0 long a8 It Is not cut into little pleces”
On this reading a medical practl-
tloner may after & person’s death take
away for any purpose any part of that
person’s body, unless some one speclal-
ly Interested ins the deceased should—
whether  consulted or not—expressly |
tell the doctor not himself to use or
Mlow any one clse to use the knife
upon it. Something may be sald In
support of this extraordinary Intitude
ns o means of aldlog  sclentific  re-
search, but what of the interests of
justice? If the law Is such as
the Board has represonted It to be, It
Is an absolute menace to the public
gafety and security agalnst erime, The
personal Intl:-g:rity—-ﬁr ‘*taste,” - as the
Board says—of medleal men Is virtu-
ally the only source of rellance: and,
though 05 doctors of every 100 may
be worthy of lmpllelt contddence, the
Uith may be a ghoul and the 100th
a murderer, and yet the grim vagaries
of neither can, under the law, be check-
ed. A dootor may accldentally or
otherwise cuose the death of a pa-
tient, and may remove the tolltale or-
gan from the corpse, and dispose of it
as he likes, and #o enjoy Immunity
from cousequences.  All Is a gruesome
go-as-you-please; and an cxhumation
of a corpse, ordered after the revela-
tion of susplclous clrcumstances, muy
or may not lead to the dissipating of
i tragle wystery—that will depend up-
on whether the body is In the grave or
seattored round the world fn detach-
ments. If, for instance, fn the case of
the man Green, who was adjudged to

deal may be | In favour of ihe

determination ﬁu Attorney-General

thnt—eyen In the interest of Dr, Smith

himself—the matter shonld not  ba
hushed up, but that all the facts must

be revealed to the people in the unolb-

scured light of duy. 1f a aimilar policy

had been followed In connection with

the Hospital dispate, that miserable
and destructlve disturbance would not
have lasted half so long as it did. Tho

Ministry may fairly be commended for

having promptly ‘and decisively taken
proceedings which not anly have given
an accused officlal the fallest opporinn-

ity for an open scrutiny of hils con-
duct, but bave also enabled the (ax-
payers to learn precisely what Is being
done In a most Important matter which
had long been the subject of aulmated
Gecusslon, If not of serfous and painful
misunderstanding,

Apart from the direct lssue Involved
In the case itself, two extrancons consl-
derations arizing out of it are worthy
of notice. TFlrst, it geems remarkable
that the Crown Solicltor shounld bhave

enquiry, and that a brief should have

ey that o case like this was eminently

CdifficnIt to pnderstand in the absence

one for the handlng of the Orown So-
licitor's office; and, as more than the
mere feelng of o non-oficial lawyer Is
concerncd  In this | matier,  the
Government  will  be  expected  to
explain o course which it I8

of oxplanation. If, however, a mlis

from one point of view, It has at least
served the purpose ‘
opportunity to a young lggal pract.
tioner who has made the most of hils
chances, and proved him
1y worthy of the trust reposed in him
by the Government. To perspicaclly
and manifestatioll of legal lore Air.
Parsons added t(hat quality of gentle-
maonliness and that consideration’ for
the feelings of the witnesses which are

'not %o often ﬂ:glnp-liﬂud as they onght

been passed over in such an Jmportant |

been given to an outstde adyoeate, The ||
onlinary observer might naturnlly fan-§

take has been mnde fa this direction |

of giving a golden |

olf thorough-|

o 0 ¢ ANEIL u-r Hlm
s:mm flmﬂo“h entitled to thanks for
having maintalh Loz
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