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PPromiers’ Conl n

i
e
an are vet to hand, 1he At-
General had 311 intetview with the
E\ﬂ.' in dwhii:h he HH_:T“'I"hﬂ mi:-“n:'l.;]l:
¢ it stands ix, in WY opinion, AN A
4 we, and one which will be regands
1. 1 believe, fayvournbly by the people
of South Australia. It is made subject 1o
ratification by the Patlmment of each state,
land for five years only. It saves all exist-
ine and acerued Tights and numedics to each
state, It also provides for the appointment
of an independent commission, whose duty
it will be to see that the agreement s car
viel out, and the Chief Justice of Queens-
Tamd bras been appointed arbitrator. How-
‘ever much we may bave nprrmmd of the
etion of the Government before the confe-
rence, | think before further disussing the
‘matter we should sce really what has by
done, and then we can sy whether or not
we approve of the actionof theGovernment,

{Cheers.)

—{ ‘onclusion.—

To occupy this chair for the last two
‘yvears has been to me a pleasure and an

ur, apd it is a final satisfaction that
the gentlernan 1 ghall presently have to
declare my sucoessor—Mr, W, Herbert
Phillipps—ix =0 able and distingnished os
'a basaness man, and so ciinently fitted to
‘carry out the objects of this chamber.
There iX no finer misdon in life than by
promoting its commetoe to increase the
nrogress and happiness of a people, and 1

ain imagmne no better such misdonary than
‘my frend Mr. Phillipps.  (Cheers.) oy 1]
M G Allen seconded.  They were an-
cebted to {he commitiee, and aspecially to
the Premdent, for the way they had car-
rie]l out their duties. He suggested that
they honld huve an upto«date circulating
library on commercial matiers in eonnces
tion with the chamber {or the us¢ of mem-
bers and their eoployes.

Mr. W: Herbert Phillipps (President-
eloct) said those who had studisi the re-
port must have begen impreawd with ithe
great inlluence the chamber had exercized
on the lemslation of the staie and otlher

matiers, The report was uadoubtedly
the lwst thevy had ever bad. The wark
had been well done ducing the past vesr,
and that had been very largely dus to the
personil devotion and interest of (he Pre-
sudent.  (Cheers.) No one eonld bove heen
more Lthorough, more devoted, more carn-
i, more self-sacrificing than  Mr, Ja-
cobs bend been, and when in the beginning
of last vear the chamber was good rnnugﬁ
te nominate him (the speaker) as I"resi-
dent he felt that he should do a great
wrong in taking the ition. The Presi
dent had madoe himeelf master of the cus-
toms administration, and hod the special
advantage of legal tmining, =0 hie argued
with Mr, .Jacobs, and when that gentle-
man saw it was the wish of the chamber
he most readily consented to act for an-
other torm, and, personally, he had not re.
gretted having taken the action he i,
Lhie chamber was reaping the reward, aod
tirey felt that the sttus of the commerce
=in South Australia had been greatly raia.
ed by the splendid efiorte of Mr. Jacobs,
(Cheers.) He confessed to a feeling of te-

merity in following him in office, bul he
WOl -:f cndeavour to do his best. Kefe-
rence had been made to commereial educa-

ctixston, in ;m‘nnsritn:: the curmeulum at the
University, en  the point as to  whether
it might not incur a little hardship upm
voung men uf the University compelled
them fo tuke certain degrees in all  the
onlinary studies before they could get the
highest commercia] diploma, It was arguel
that if a man wag thoroughly up in ac:
countancy and commercial law he migh
fiave his diploma in those subjects, and be
4 good business ‘man. In the University,
however, it was felt that a man should be
educated by a thorcugh training of ths
miod all round to put bim in a position
to compete with the world. [t wus also
felt that the diploma should carrv with it
the hallmark of culture which was asso-
ciated with the University. In reading
throngh the report of the forty-thied an-
noal meeting of the Association of Cham-
bers of Commerce of the United Kingdom
be foumd that the Duke of Devonshire 1ook
the mime view. That statesman said:—
“Whilst it was uil:fnmnt that edocationa)
institutions should exist in which atten-
tion wap 'ﬁ"n to commercial subjects, yut
It was st )
ing which was given in any one or in any
number of those spectal subjects should be
trastring which cetex] upon the foundation
!E[ml' mﬂp‘ﬂﬂ ;ud etheient g:-n;rul educa.
). = mare important that the in-
telhgence  and  intellectial  qualitios
0f  the wstodent  should  be developed

one or Ltwo or many of oy |
that inteliigence in future years.” It w
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: - n confirm the

decsion of the University on that qu-r:::

bow. (Hear, hear.) ing to the fu.

'.E"- there was one matter which would

ave to bo wery qn!ulls considered by

tian commercul traders, That was
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ubles. At the mest-

tian.  There bad been a great deal of dis- |

more illlilﬂ'hnl that the trmin- 4

thun that he should become Sroﬁui:m in |
" 1”
branches to which he would bave to apply |
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rushied into anytling of that sort, (C wz
p ket B pRR T
ot statistics from the  leadiog merebanta|

Rl f s ble to
cand othems in London who were o 1
'- nhniw.mc 3]wllmt Elﬁnﬂlﬂmt hu& wﬁ;:l.
amil, although he o improssion
fore, he was astounded to find how depen-
dent they were lﬁou Continental ofs’
for  the digpod of their products,
It they only roeolized the ve
overwhelmi proporticn  of  their
'products that  went  to  the '
‘nent because the English nation comld not
take them orF give ndequate prices for them
they wvoukd be simply astonished. I in
Ctheir imperial lovalty they were led (o the
Ccourse which had been suggested it would
tell a vory dizastroos tale to thun, They
must remember that their prospenty des

sded upon their having the best warkets
}::r their prodisce, He mentionad the mat-
ter in order that they might thivk ecare-
fully aver it. (Cheers.)

The motion was carried.

The following officers were eleclold; —Pre- |

wident, Mr. W. Herbert I"hillipps;  Vice:Pre.
cmident, Mr, G. W, Cooper; general comne
mittee, Metars, W. Bickford, A. S, Chea-
dle, J. Darding, jun., M.P., Amold K.
' Davey, James Gartrell, C. H, Goade, =, I
Jacobs, L, P, Lawrence, A. Le Messuper,
| H, C. E. Muecke, A. 5. Nall, R, 1. LIhil
dips, G. H. Prosser, (I, F. Rischlmeth, .J.
whiels, E. W. wvan Sendem, R. Kyilin
Thomas, and F. W, Vasey; com tmdo sec
tiona! committee, Mesars, C.-H. I'. Con.
nor, J, Darling, jan., M.I’,, T. II. Dasey,
Clemeng Giles, A, I'. Holl, W, R, John-
ston, und H. Thomas: mining  seclionnl
committee, Messrs. \W. Bickiord, . Drew, E.
Laughton, YW. J. Magarey, and H, C, 15
Muccke:; auditors, Messrs, A, S, Neill and
J, O, Genders,

On the motion of Me, Moecke, wwcanded

Wi
1 elo

| reatize 1 the tu

‘by Mr. Goode, a vole of thanks wax ear-
ried with the heartiest aeolamation ‘o Mr,
Jacobs, the retinng President, for the ser.
vices he had rendered durmng his two vears®
occupancy of the position,

|
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An able, energetie, anl enthusinstie
retiving President; an able, energotie,
and  eothusiastlc  Presldent-olect: an
able, epergetle, and anthuslastic seere-
tary and organizer: and a commitlee
which is usgeful and representative asx
well as ornamental. Theso advantages
on the personal side stand out with
sratifying prominence in  connection
with the record of the procecdings at
the annual mecting of the Chamber of
Commeoerce yesterday, The history of
that admirable institntlon slnce lt;l 4.
tablishment 53 yoears ago bas beeb one
certaioly of fluctuations, but nlso of
viclssltudes marked on the whole Ly
stemdy and continuous progross, 'l‘lx:n
latest year of the chamber has been
in many respects the best which It has
ever experienced.  Its membership has
reached the highest point yot attndued:
s Influence has been recognised by
the state and federal authorites In I.
manner without preeedent: and, under
astute and patriotle directlon, Its out-
look and s scope have broadencd -
terially,  Siguiflcant {neldepts {a  this
view are the citablishment of a
Faculty of Commerce by the Unlvorsi-
ty in direct assoclation with the cham-
| ber; the solleltation  of {ts naslstunce
by the Customs Dopartmoent. even  If
sutlicient welght has not been pald to

Aty recommendations In  that quartoer;
aml the wlvance towards the establish-
ment of o federalizing foreo composed
of the interstate chamboers themsel ves,
One must admit, howover, that thiy
last movement s proceeding at o
soull’'s pace, and (he pace of 1 xome-
what deerepld snall at that. A few
weeks hence o meoting of the fieneral
Council of thé chambers will be held
I Adelaide, and one may reasonably
trust that that gathering will rendor the
new paper alliance at least o littlo Joss
unsatisfactory than it Is to-day. It ap=
parently needs an able orgaoigzer—oclse
it seems likely to die of Inanition, The
curse of apathy appears to be upon It
—that apathy which during the past
seneration bhas caused the commercinl
interests 1o the varlons states to suf-
Ln:um seriously through foolish legisia-
I

For many of the Ills due to bad laws
the reprosentatives of commerce have
1o thank thelr own neglect of thelr
political rights amd pr lloges. Noboay
grumbles wore ‘readily than the mwan
who directly #uflfers most throngh Ir-
rational statules, but probably nowe
other takes less active interest o poll-
| :g'aﬂ is w0 Indisposed to bear tho

it
LT
I

REE Lf":‘.‘""ii?'ﬁl’i  Wha
cal meantng of the old aphorim—=The
price of liberty (s eternal vigllum,
We way bope that the lessor
past may be suggmtions of relorms for
the (nture: bt we hopo with sorme mis
giving, “The Lurnt child dreads the
fire;”" yor affer hix' Angems have coased
to smart the memory of the cause of
his trouble gradually grows din, The
more deeply, howeser, one s Impress. |
ed by the comparative Individoal neg-
lect of publie duty, m% .'J
Iy must one be In sccord with the nlms

of & body whieh, like the Chamber of
Commerce, seeks to concentrate (o an
orgnnized mass the force that other|
wise would be uselessly difoes]. The
rotiring President of the chamber has
| tor maoy reasons, made his two years' |
tenure  of  office  distingulshed and
| memoruble. Whilst lie hax been a loyas
spokesman for his own class, be bas
not allowed mere sectionnl Interests to
circamseribe hls views of his obliga-
| tions ns n citieen in a broader wense,
The address o which he summarized
the commercinl and pational pesition
vesterday was  admirable, and even
stotesmanlike, and not the less so be-
ecaunse his remorks were pliched in a
distinetly optimistie kKey. He I8 mani-
festly a prophet of hope; and this is
well, Towards the close of n perfod of
eront perplexity, chequered sadly with
adversity In many cases, one of the
lirat things to be dots in the advance
to better conditions is to severely sup-
press the croakers. A great part of the
battle of life is already fougbt and
won by the man who bas faith (o bim-
self: and an lmportant factor in the
future commercial progress of South
Australln must be buoyant confidence
ju the resources of the state aml In the
character of Its people,  The com-
munity has had—not without some ex-
clise—a bad attnck of “nerves;” and
the observations of the retiring Presi-
dont on Friday were pleasantly caleu-
Inted 1o help 1o PEoYe that distressing
form of indisposition. :
. wDon't grumble,” he ndvised in ef-
foet: “all the angurivs are satisfactory
and hope-fospicing.”  Disastrous as tha
last harvest was to muny people who
trled to wrest victofles from Elt_ﬂ!‘!{
in localities where. Nature . stld. con=3

quests of the kind should not be won,
it was almost a fortune-making period
for hundreds of farmers In more fav-
ourably situatsd arcas. Much mopey
‘would be distribnted throoughout the
state on account of the price of wheat
and other products of the field; and the
coplous ralng which were falling in the
north eyen while the chamber was
meeting  gave promise of a brilliant
opening for the coming season.  The
metal markets also  were lmproving,
and nltogetber the vista was brightea-
el by roseate tints, All this Is troe
The people, however, must not loso
thelr heads; and, though a warning
with this purpose wos pechaps o
lightly emphaslzed, the speaker did
good service by uttering it. Much of
the troulle whichhas been endured may
b traced to the infoence of that s
tion—not even n class—In legislation
which, though under various speclous
gulses, Is au  exponent  of harmful
soclallstic principles, If encouragement
had not been offered to the real tollers
through ressonable individuallsm and
personnl inltlative—If men had bot
been compelled to work out thelr mﬂil
fndustrinl salvation—the atiempt w s
tablish Sonth Australls as a provines
of Great Britain would bave falled dis
mally, as It seemed likely to fall with=
in the first few ycars of [ts insuguras
tion, ‘Thls fact should always be kept
strongly in memory by the descendant
of the ploneers and  thelr lmmedinte
SUCCCSSOrs: nor In Eu ?Eﬁ"l’ﬂ
times opght men 1o forgot o CRESEE
which ?'uumhu I:ed.fg:r: much of r':..
tress Intlicted by, the recent AroUugss)
If In years of plenty South AUSEEE
lans should negleet the
of Wwater, the perfic
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they bave uffered In tho past. 16
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