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MUSICAL CRITICS AND
CRITIOCISM.

(BY K JIAROLD DAVIES.]

The muosionl critic bas been hung, drawm,
and qoartered! Peaco to i mouldermg
tragments! The *“decenscd”
| subject of rhapsodical raillery on the part
of a contemporary; and then, to complete
ha  discomfiture, ::E Ircnnmm"'l professor

thoe viak 1S CAUSLIC  CYTIICINMA
|E::Irm‘llh1:- victim's head. What wonder,
‘amid such a tornado of verbinge, the poor
ib-x*,-.;.:ar wux condemned beyoml the hope|
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only dimly ‘conscious. The poor erilie 18,
\ at ' best, & negative quintity,
He camrobt do aoything himself; hh:'
opimon 48 only the ounion  of nn-}
that a  poot specnwn ©
a man; and in his most harmbes form !:::Ja
s but a walking 1;uml'mhxl'§uuf rqun::,m
cuphbemisma; and so forth, ol :‘h{ m.tu-n“f hu;m}'
negativ : critic and the cnt-
m‘-‘;ﬁ ﬂﬁ'ﬁ‘ﬁm in the sune r.rj:h
after all, and maybe will one day find the
ume Jevel—at the bottom of the ocvan :ﬂ'
oblivion! It is quite possible, however, ig
Giscover o legitimate and sobd sphere
which the cmitic may nwl:: ‘W =
i wostruct and rebabilitate hi
:ﬁm?m:ﬁ} resiwore to him the scatter
remnants of hrs self-respoct. I
To be preciss, this, it sedms tn_mtl-, i
role—to hiear and judge the technical worth
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THE LIBRARY ASSOGIA
TION, |

. The. mfﬂ’_f:;‘-’.?m e

Fence in connection with the Poblje Lib

ﬂ,‘ the detailed o

‘Awsociation. of Auxtrolasia was opened at
l{:e Elilur Hall on . S |
the Hon, E. Langton (chairman of the
board of trustees of the Public Library of
Vietoria) presided over a large attendance,
. Prior to the meeting the members, on th
invitation of the trustees of the Public
Library, Museum, and Art Gallery, paid a
visit of inmspection to those institutions,
The librarian (Mr, J, R, G, Adams), acting
as guide, pointed out to the visitors various
objects ol interest to them, and the tour
?ryt;td highly instructive as well as cnter-
aining,
FACILITIES FoR STUDENTS,
' The first paper of the morning 10D was
shat of Professor. Douglas, of T.'hﬂl i’dﬂhidu
University, who submitted
1o “How the public libraries of ' Austral-
_?[.u:“lﬂn:r be ¢ more useful for stu.
& 5 c
Professor Douglas said nie fully expected
thitt the lhrarians present wuul{I mﬁuﬂ
vhit most of the suggestions that he was
ubout to mnke were impmaticable, but he
“ould assure them that he was shout to
adyvocute only changes which had been tried
,With success in many of the American and
Continenta) librarics. Dealing with libra-
sies, the ker miid it was eseential that
studerts should bave open necoss to_ the
ehelves, - T was often imposdble for a
man who was working up any il sub-
f:rt; to sy from looking at a'cata ogue what
= he would require, wheteas it he had'
free accesd to all parts of a good reference
ibmry he would often find valuable infor-
fation from books which he would neve
hink . me was also as
valuable to' the dtudent as to any other
worier, and much time wns necessanly lost
whon tiw:r had to wait for an attemdant to
obtain the number of
tomctimes had 'to be conculted on n single
sitect, Secondly, he strongly indsted
upon the advantage of students being  al-
Howed to lake their own books into the
library,  This not only saved time jn the
€opying of references, but was invaluable
tor relerence purposes,  He knew that
that wax strongly objected to by librarians
o the ground that it made it more difficul!
for the attendants to prevent visitors from |
taking  books * out of the library,’
e could wstate from al know.
odge,  howover, that tho sywiem  of
allowing  students to  take  their)
own books into reference libraries hhd been
in operation in some libraries in Italy for a
considerable time. 0 CONCOAKION  Was
only granted to bona fide students, and
they were obliged to obtain a pass from Lhe
d per- before they were allowed to
take the books into the library,  They
were Iu'iul_n to be called upon to produce
this pass at any time, and could only take
out of ‘the library the books in respect of
Which the pass had been issued. Tt would
nley be a great advantage if students could
fave their books reserved. This could onl
be allowed in exeeptional cases, but it
could be done hout any great ineons
venience 'to' the general reader or the
Hibrary officials means  of  numbored
‘tabloe, s0 that a which bad been re
served  eould bo found immediately {f re-
Jquired.  He aldo that it would be
m great advantage if the several libraties
in larga centres of ﬁ?uhﬁnn could  be
posled.  In Adelaide, for instance, there
. were threo o reference lihrarios, He
had sometimes found that a fd}"ll_ﬂ“]'_' bank
#hich he required was  not in ‘either the
Lublie or University libraries, but it might
L) hﬂ in 0 dilmf_ln“rr ]‘lhrl ' OF VoS
‘Versa, In sueh cases a considerble amonnt

i lost in making enquiries for the
W:IFEP m:':nn;‘ uli?ﬂm,jhmu;
iIf there was o complete catalogue of the 1
whole of tho books

the three LUbrar

on brarics,

It conld be sent for without delay, = The!

Fﬁmm. clloct ol 'thy limited of

¢ five great lbra of the  Austiwlian

~sapitals wonld -l;_utnm o the poorest siu:
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o LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION.

An exbanstive paper on *“The theory and
reied by M AT WAk
| ‘ ‘. i =
tho Public Library o VioetsLubrisian of

‘heoessary for him to out u large an
in order to ascertam Iﬂﬁ the
relative bearimes of a gml:iqn;-nr nsﬁ
several problems, which had only to be
rvalemationly  stated h:fuhq- to  be
brought within the range of prectical solu-
tom, fh wp-uldn}:u admitied the pmi.
mary ilunction any Yetem
o mve information readily, as Lo whe-
ther a hibrary contaiped work by any
given aathor, and secondly what it con-
taned, if anything, on " specified mobsect.
For practical r-ur:m-:::jl other guestions
cou be resolved  into thewe  two.
No library eould e expected’.  to
Acoomplish — everything, but it moet
practical ax v:él a8 practicable,
He ‘was  not advocating * any concrets
scheme of his own, bur was merely laying
down the princinles upon which aay scien.

30 whemes, 19 of
which were avowedly drawn up. for prags-’
tical purposes. They were alﬁ however,
odb ol touch with the sdvanced reealis
of assimilation and discrimination that
saeatific methods had reuched in late
years.  After deaking exhagstively wity
the delails of the clamification of varions
branches of literature and comparing the
}'nnwi:rﬁ methods wg:i:h had lm{;ﬂ'l invented
or Lhe ‘purpose of giving ‘readers a corm-
E&h:‘ :w.P caxily undm-noij alr. |
brazier said granting that minuote class: |
ficalion was necessary the following were:
rome of the more. immortant concluxiomny
that might be drawn from the prinei
Iaid down by the inventors of the xrate
mentioned and| their application in
fice. 1. That minute sheclassfien ion, )
Was' not only imposcble, but undesirable
and unnecessary. 2 That such clasifica.-
tJon could be done ealy by resord on Japer,
. That the present dictiosary * cata-
logue was ton empinical for sach a
{me. a# it had no scientific basiv, 4. That
Mr. Dewey’s systom, with modifications, ar
some such systom, supplied such a mcion.
tilic bawis, and was applicable for record,
classifimtion, rather than for the pu:go-
tor which it was intended, namely, shelf-
classification. 5. That mo Tar as Mr,
ey’ A syatem was decimal it was not

clamilication at all, but notation, 0.
hat some system of notation wax in-
dispensble in a Lbrary, the =helves of
which were open to the public, Tt was pos.
sible, by takimg what was best of all ﬂ
had been dowe, for them by their fellaw.
librarians — espor in America, where
o mpdaﬂnrﬁn ;:nir:nli- {ere I?PM giku

of in Au v applying it in
the best way to got a sound Emlm re-
cord, and an accerate, minuto ﬂa.-slﬁu
tion in the form of what was practically a

ssed catalogue.

' MIBLIOIYEGY,
L3I, J. 8. Rattye (librasian of the Vieto-
‘niw Public Library, of W Austra hlk
ing

ke regand
parhije Ernnu. =id that the question was :
~one the imp ce of which could not
over-stimated, especially in the oase ofl




