L0 feow after
standand, be diw
_ In 1503 he woved & motion rals
th fees from 6d. to 1o per week for children
O¥er the nge of 13 who had passed the standard
and Hﬂminttﬂﬂi.n: I}lu public schools. Haq
t the motion forw on August
1503, and 12 was not oarried until Huﬂm&
(5, 1508, Now withous vonsulting Parlinmont
at all, ‘and withont ono pelition uat the
chango thea made, the Government had made
another alteration in the educaliona) s¥atom,

Tho expenditure on  foes wan mnot- yeee |
great,  but ) wotion of 1893 had |
A  pood effect in roventing the over
crowding  of schools. 1o regrotted
that the Minister of Education should have

#aid that this small charge provented the
Chlldeen from passing the compulsory standard
when they wers abls to do sa, }l’; beliove]
that was a libel on the parents.  'There might
a few casea whero children had not passed
when they might, but hoe did not believe that
the paymoent of Ia a week could to an ¥ oxtont
have liad that effcor. It might bavo been used
1 BOino Casoa as a convenlent oxcuse for fower
chtidren passing the standanl, Theo number
Wao lad passed was exceedingly large, and he
did nat beliove that the Minister of Education
could preove that the proportion of sucoesaiul
acholara ia any less pnow than when tho
Potion was carried in 1598  Tho now regulas
Lion o the Government would becomo law by
smply lying on the tablo of tho Housa for a
wonth, and 18 was just a moath to-day since it
Wik tabled, and the House bad hitherto liad
nu eadnce 10 say a word 1n the matier, (The
Attornay-Gonéral—"""Wo promise togive vifeet
Lo whatuver is the will u} tho Hovs") Yea,
but it would now be necossary to undo a law
whieh bad been brought into effect without
any ccusent from Parliament, and the majority
of the Houss wero bound by thyie pledees 1o
Vola against what the Ministry had done. A
sirong minonty of our peuple considered our
educational svatem unjust, They were bein
wronged, and the Government was now atjl
further wronging them without oven obtain.
gt consetit of the Mouse. He |
bolieved every memler of the Government
Wwks pledged againes the alteration, Lecauss
i they gavo any pledge at all it was in favor
of & grant to all private schoole.  No doubt
thoso who vaed the public schools obtained a
goaxl return foe the bitrden of taxation 0X-
pended on education, bat how about the largo
minocity who got nothing at all? They wetv
taxed for the public education, and they had
to send theic children to privato schicols, . He
Lolisved that education in morals was neces.
eary as well as education in lettors, A child
who had passed high without moral training
Was rather & dangoe to tho Stato than o
benefit.  Wa constantly heard of claver lady
robbing  tills and altering signatures till
tiey got ioto peisos.  Our roal want
was  moral  character, and  would this
alteration raizo thoe moral standard ANIOnL
our State school children? He did not think
it a good thing for children to o to a Govern.
meat school foeo and sed other children |
going to another schoo! and payinp forit.  Tho
groat moral Iaw wea ** Do unto others as you
woald that they shoald do unto yow” and was
our Stato educational system in socord with
that law? If it wasnot, then wo wore oduea-
lh.ﬁ- cur children agzainat the moral law. He
great sympathy for the parenta of the
12,000 children educated in privato schools,
and in spite of what had Leen aaid that alter-
poon many of the parents of the latter wero far
poorer than the parentsa of those children who
attand State achools,. Numbers of the oplo
whoee children go te Prince Alfred Collogn
wore just abont s poor as could be, but they
sent their children thero on account of the

morsl training. Some of tho best boys at
Prince Al bad goue there (roe [rom Go-
vernment schools, lmlghu knew of lads at the
University who had got their education freo
the wholo way up. [t was not, however, the
childron of the really poor who could do this
sort of -thing, but the children of well-to-do
people who could attond the State schools
regularly and for a loog time and so secured
the bursaries. (The Treasurer—*"They @y
for it in taxation.”) Yes, but there were the
| parents of tha 12,000 outside children, Tha
reasurer camo into the House on the lines of

' agrant to private schools, The timo would
come when the present Ministry would be
'in & minorizy ou this subject, for injustice did
not rule always, and the time would como when
le would seo that they are bound by tho
n rule. Nearly all” our publio schools
WETE OVErcro both in town and oountry.
He had heard the city members ?rmth lhﬂt
tha schools wete crowded. Certainly the
country schools wers overcrowded, Eml L
wn the cost of education the Governs
had to employ monitors and girls to
carry on the work, ry schools were|
1 "and the Government |
;nﬂ'in their bearts that the systewn was oo

pemai A fow years ngo the Govern:
o . I iron -c-gool.l.
the hot

¥

L in thae ecouunlry,
.7 AU (T hl-;.:nnlﬁ:h ?1‘
L Lo thesa was unbeara ar
::mhﬂll:nd children, ‘The Govérnment went
' ng the vost of edupation, and wlhy
miuse to do justics ta privats schools!?
The of ucation & low years ago
] statad that the cost of education should be re-
weod higher Tees, but mow
the other tack, The
not I;nl.urhnhwll

—_

makea tho astounding statemeont that *out of

ozt el bl
i ek L i .|'
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‘the ifunctions’ of ' Parliamen
ﬂt'.".‘ﬁ.,w:rnu“ lation o Inid 1
» val.”) The regulations were
tably until sueh tlme aa tha
3 i e notice-paper pryvented
bim from submitting a motion Ualing with
them o the House before now. The Goverus
mont had no right to take tho law into their
own hands without conmulting the Legislature,
and his motien protested againat this unwar
ranted action, x

The MINISTER of EDUCGATION said
tho Government was readyy to take a
division on this' question that day. The regu-
Intion wan laid on the table the first day of thi
reasion, and the Goveroment, through the
Promivr, (fomised the House that whatever
decision was arrived at by members it would
be respected by the Ministry. If country
membera winh-_dy to do away with higher edu-
catici in sheir dialricts they must su b Mr.
Uilca. Although in 1593 ho (nvored inceeasing

the fees bo now found that that was & mistaken ||
Tho number of childrén who would |

poliay,
remaim in tho fifth clasa on the alolition
of the feea would be in round numbors
nbout 1,000, They woald bo spread over 200
rchicols, instead of tho 40 or 10 schools prior

to the abolition of tho fees, and the Govern: |

ment {olt justified, after ovidencs had beon
givon then of the way this regulation was
operating, in asking the House to remove it.
Mr. Giles complained of the overcrowded atato
of the city and countey schicols. Ju some of
the schools they certainly wanted incroased

necommuoddation, but in places like Woodville |

was  enough  room,

and  Kilkenny  there
tho country, owing

whileo in  partsa of
to tho drought and other versitios,
romo of thy aschoels had to bo closed,
Lho board of inspector had addressed the fol.
lowing communication to him at tho beginning:
of tho year:—*"The reason for raising this
queation now is found in tho fact that the
inspectors asa Lody bave strong ground for
belioving that many children purposely fail
either in apolling or arithwetio »o as to avold
wwomotion to clasa v, and the payment of the
o | Jo strongly do the inspectors feel on this

matter that thoy have wurged ‘on the
board the necessity for taking action to
peavent (1) the parenta of childmen from

withdrawing them from examination \2) and
thie childron themeeives from being parties to
adjshonorable action, one which is democalising
m itself, and which has very injurious offocts
on tho schools and the teachors. Tloe atten-
tion of the board has moro particularly been
called to tho importance of this question by a
lettor from one of the inspectors, in which ho

=4 children on tho roll of the fourth class, 14
woro absent from  the examination, The
teacher informed him that thuy wero
away by the parents, who feared the childron

would gain the compulsory certifieates, and |

then have to pay the 1s, a week. The teacher
stated that they were tho best 14 of tho class,
aud that ho bad used hisinfluence for the sake of
his peroontage to mocure their attondance,” "
Inspector Nealo in hia report atated :—'* Last
year I rolerredl somewhat hositatingly to the
effccta of the Parliamentary rosolution to
chargo a slilling a week for thoe instruction in
tho ifth class of thoso children whi had passed
the compulsory standard, 1 wish again to
disclaim any iutention to discuss tho polioy of
Parliament in this matter, but in tho further
light of this year's oxpoerienco it 1s uo less than
a duty to report how, in practice, not only
are the wishes of Parliament frustrated, Lot
a very evil intluenco has been introduced into
the schools, against which the tachers and
oflicors of thodepartmontarealiko helpless. The
charge of o shilling a week was impoed ]ul.'i'.lﬁ
to raise revenuo in the langer schicols an
partly to wako a fifth class possible in the
country schivols.  The parents evado the pay.
ment 1o two waye, cither by keeping tha
children “home from the examination in the
fourth clasa or by telling them to fail in one of
tho compulsory subjecta, 1 have reported
spdoifio canon whera this has boen done. In
one school all the best children of olasa iv,
were kept away for this reason, and the per-
centage sullered accordingly.,  Thia is de-
moralising o the children and dislicartoning
to the teacher. It might boe satd that
n teacher should checkmate the practico
refusing to promote such children to the fifeh
class ; put no teacher would dare to enter upon
such n crumado against local opinion, tosay
nothiog of the immorlity of wasting tho
children’s procicus time.  Nor doex thia chargo
of a shilling & week accomplish the object of
‘eatablishing flth claves 10 country schools
On tho other hand it has bad the effect of
peactically abolishing them. Maoy n !.nntwr
would form a filth clasa but for thia fea.  The
wopla will not or m:mn!.ulu{' ity na Boon As &
',’th el is formed a fow olig

and the average altendance dropes, possibly

frab oniough Lo reduce the olassification of the |

school and consquantly thesalary. The teacher
can thus hand blamed for fmling to volun.
tanly unilertake axtra work whon it may mean

nrodiuckionof K20 or K30 year inhissalary,” |

Inapector Plummer mado the appendsd state-
ment in lis roport 1="* Daring the past year 1
have visited many schools with the attendance
aboat 100, and have besn struck with the
amall number of pupils in the Alth olas.
pama answer s roceived in al

parvnts are unable or unwilling w pe
por week.' Whe uhnr.p was made wit
ol benefiting the F‘IF Is in the mlr{:ﬂmﬂ_ﬂ
bt it has had an effect conteary to the inven
tlom. 1f tho Doard of Inspectors can do any.
thing to got this fee taken off, whilch is now a
tax on the smart children=not necessarily the
M ﬂ_—l ‘h[nh A
gopferred 0 many o
1 e A

e
fo Taid Beforsthe |

kept |,

ble pupils leave, |

|
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.-l.]ﬂ‘ thiulclunthn of  their pupi!l.‘;
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'hat wan quite as high = standard as Mr.
Gilles could wot his children. Regulation 162
mays:—"'Lesacos on the elemontary principlos
of morality are to be given in echooln
Theso |essons will cnloren the necesnty of
, eleanliness, punctuality, industry,. obedicnre,
y hoteaty, respect, and comsideration for othem,
Special attintion will also Le piven to the
Question of temperance. The highor olassie
| Will recoive instruction in the ordinary dutis
‘ol a citieon " So that without envroaching on
| the  divputed question of religion the chil-
dren in State schools were well
morally as well as intelloctually.
Inatructions wore sent out by the Department
that all schools with an nverage attendancs of
over 100 shoald bave a fth class.  Directly
the Government decided to abolish the fees ho
isned’ dnntructions that the Gith olass abould
be eatablishod in all schiools with an attendancs
uf uver 40, (Mr. Darling—"**Ilow loog ago
was thatY') On June 23 Hoe flelt that now
was tha elianee to give children in the country
districts higher education than they had in thy
| past. Mo would give some Bgures rolatiny
| Wwelectoral districts toahow how thealteration
'woald affect countey schoolss In Wallarco
theeo were formeely three sehools with a i1k
class s now thero were eight. Of course
Wallaroo was a largoe centre, and was not s
much atlected ms some of the more sparsely
populated districta, ' In West Torrons theco
wera formorly five, now ecight. In Yatals
formerly one, now five, and e might say that
Mr. L P, Swan, the chainoan of the Salisbury
Loarnd of Advice, who hiad had long experience
i that position, had warmly commended the
nction of the Government, and he was by mo
means a Radical In Gumeracha there was

ferntotly one. now nine schools with a
fifth class,  In East Torrens the incroase

was from 7 to 9; in.Sturt from € to 7
in Noarlunja, 5 to10: Mount Barker, 4 to 12
Onkaparivga, 4 to 12; Encounter Bay, 2 to 5
Barosaa, 3 to 8 : Light, 2to 9: Yorkes Penin.
sula, 1 w0 7 ; Victoria, none to 6: Albert, 7 to
147 DBurra, 3 to 8:; Stanley, 1 1o 10:
Woorcora, 4 to; Gladstone, 510 9; Frome,
o 10 10=12 classen in Mr. Gilw's own district
which he was doing bis beat to knock out—in
Noweastlo 4 to 11, and in Flinders 2
o 7. Altogether 126 more  schools—
nearly  all 1o the countey districts—
wonld get the fifth class.  (Mr. Grainger—
" How many will thore bo in a fifth class oot
of 40 scholam®”) If thers were only hall &
dozen it was worth doing. Thero wero {ore
metly only 73 schools with a fifth class in the
districts whero tho 120 were to b opened,
and 18 of those were praclically in the
suburba, - (Mr, Giles—*"\What is the increase
of teachers?”)  None, excopt an extra tooni-
tor or pupil teacher in one or two instanoos,
[Mr, Darliog—*" What is tho inarcased expen-

diture?™) If it was £1,000 tho Houso wad
going to cndorse it. Mo had a roport
irom  the chairman of the Doard ol

Iuspectors  on that = sabject, which said 1=
**The income received untl recently for fifth
tlass feen wan in ound numbers at tho rate of
£1,500 & yenr, which means 900 paying pupils
taught in olasa v, There would perbapa ba
(00 more who, for the reason that they did not
hold a compulsory certificato or were under
13 years ol age, wounld not bo paying fees
Thus thore would be, say, 1,500 8ifth class
ghildren. © I do not think the extension
of tha fifth eclass to all schools of over
40" average will ‘add moce  than 1,000
to the number of NAlth  lass  ohildren.
This doos not mean that the average will be
raided mow by 1,000, becanse many of them
would atill stay as school after passing the
lourth class, avenalthough they did not receive
fifth class teaching. Tho new doparture may
pethaps increass the attendance by M0, and
thia spread over moro than 100 sch mpans
five more at each of them. It ix posnble that
in 25 of thesa the average altundance may be so
raived that the teachors’ salarios would (under

the regulations) be  inureased by £10
for. the fimt ‘year, £20 f[or tha secos
and £30 for the third, This  woul

awoll ‘the  expenditure on  salaries b
L2050 for tho Aest year, 2000 for the nwmf
and E700 for the third, Bowides salarios thers
woald Lo other slicht exponses incurred,
cliely for an sdditionsl monitor in sotne
places, they am hardly worth esti.
mnl:lnl._'. hoso are my own porsonal viewa
only, because I have had no opportunity of
conforring with my colleagues on the Loard.™

Uur rducational systemn was far more valuahble
in the country than in the city, becatre

anothoraystem would practically reach ull the
childeen in the larger schools, while if we
wore to abolish the present aystom iy would
niean that at least schools in the counlry
would bo alsolutely closed. The country
thres or four yaars ago had bson asked ta vole
on the question raised by Me, Giles, and they

¥ distinctly in favorof the nl ayateom,
Ho was goi to  aliow lhumm‘gt: in
tho cost of edumatioa in the eity and countey.
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much to objext to i what the 3ial ;
Eduzsation had dnu-:: -}Jm TL?‘-‘:EL_.;
¥ stroog reparta (rom inaperLory
'i::zr ol makinmg the alterat th e e """"?‘I'V
linﬂu“j' hmdm;. The Minintert "'"':
T Wad BU faRY WaY rescinding the repois.
ticn, but he rhnd done moce tl F‘q":?g:_:-":'!‘
thad  an  objection to the charge " alter
a  child rl;n.:bn:l 13 yeamm '-.1@:'
or passed the com vandard, Y}
often n boy eoald Irm, obtaly 4‘"{
ment, and if the pareats were ag or ua.
able to pay the fes of 16 a wook be drified
about the atrect, and the result was most d)
inental to the moral characterof the ol
Mr. Hombarg—"*Wiat is'the
in ot of the Gith clais )
main al school be would bavenn Wy of
employing his time osofully, -' wi be
partly commitied hi to Me. Giles,
buot now he would bave 1o vole with the

Government, e Ty
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Mr. GLYNN rald be _
principle of froo educaticn ¥is in forss and
would Lo sorry now that it had obtaised sech
dimenaions to take a stand that he might ba
taken carlier. They Diust 1
wah in existence, thoozh if hmh "
Houso at the wery inceptica of the sduos
cativoal ayetem he wmizht have defesded
private enlerprise against the colowal system
of the Govornment  They bad schools now
in s great statn of elliciency, and be would
be sorry to bring about a complete dis
ruptivn of the aystem, They bad recoguised
tho system only alter a Jonp battle, iz which
the OUpporition raised a nhmber of reasonalbils
opinions.  That recugnition was given by At
:;-F Parliament, and whed Gorernment
stepped inin 1591 they did ot take over the
power to make regulations nor the powersto
rescind them, but tho Government bad exee

cwed & power  over which
were submitted to the House to -i'lﬂﬂl
ol their reasonabloneexl It wea bow

proposed to extend thay power of reciodiog

regpulations without petting the seriouly exs

wwesser] opition of the Hotse, and the House
Lumkurlu-lpprumﬂ! that.  Theregulations
wire not submitiod to the Houss to give thes

validity and law. That was postponed until
the Hoose bad had an opportunity of jodg.
it of the adeq or i uacy, l:

reasonablecess or the un 83
them. Was the power o al & law
veated by Act in the Government?) They
framed regulations, and in order to prevent an
unreazonable tiowr being d iy did

rogala b €
not have the force of law for & moath. Bt
when they came to the largper matier of come
plotcly changing the law he said the Gorers.
went were usacping the functions of the Ho
in re ing & regulation of this sork
thought that was the fceling of the House. The
regulations were only submitted th test their
reasanablonies, Tt was the same way with eir
regulations under other .ﬁ!h.thw T
Act for instanoe.  The Htﬂlﬁﬂl":‘iﬁ o
ating to thetnselves & power not Ziven
fhm by the House. They toak the posi
‘that they had power to cantel ‘the wbole &
dtself b ing in regulstions  Sine &
peal nl? the regalation there had beeti a
noereade in Gfth clase tha Go
‘ment were [oreing their bands in the o
Thoy bad pat the law into forve &
they had taken tho opinion of the :
rh to the and in the wecan

a mow symem uader the repealed I

rown u The ue o \
fl.n:u u:lg.nt tht-irpﬁmdm,'.
cumytances, and the nauit wod
or sevenn members woald give !hur ﬁ#
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other ‘way.  (The Trvasorer—"1¢

been in force six woeks™) It waa iu foroe
Lofore  Parli t nel (The  Tredvurer—
**No. From July'1.”) e had ssked for
tho date, bot bhad not pot b had.
sbown the poeition the Governmwat had
taken, A eertain amount of inconvend il
would result by insatiog on the disca.

‘timuance of thiy regulation.
point  of view' they cught |

vt to_ greaily
Tiere wad & great &

‘extend this principle, a & great deal
lof torce in what Mr, \Wood said, thab the
‘the ropeal of ths lﬁ% The Minnter of
mwm BafSly S i
i He' spoke ' of) pegibilnibNE
‘under Lhat heading thoen were st _F:E“..,.‘:_.:z.__.
BN COm “Hhtﬂ the a e physie
et ’Eﬂ :a:“l.hﬂu. haracec.  Ha
to only & e dons i
.ﬂﬁrmﬂ-ﬁ T st of e e y
Aystom was a
a0t TRE n'ﬁtaﬂm
tive mma.d :
than the vost




