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_ The committes of the Swen River| ruyal Putmlt Browhning - mensu
| Mechanics' Institute was ot mistaken in| and valued Iin 4 man w T o
R il d ' crote oxternal a . bu A
m-'m"-. own hall:would be too) steuggle, dmniglﬁl:ﬁm a Tofli bat-

all 1o accommodate all who withiod to f

hwar Professor  Henderson's lecture on |
ot Browning, for every seat in the
swa-hall was Hiled last night some time |

belore & commenced. Amongmt these on
s T e iy M
. r 1 . _ ord), wh

. the floor of the hall,

and suite cccopied a seat
| Professor Henderson ssid be had  pow
fonie 1o the final lecture of hiy course, and
ho would ask his avdience to consider
th him, with as much attention as a
Id-mining commonity could give, the
man whom many would call an extremist
in his ideal ropresentation of lfe. The
pintish character was not generally cre-
aited with a tendency towards theories or
It" they wore csisentially a practioe]
deople. Mark Twain had said that the
| Bnglish were montioned in the Bible, for
%38 2 not thore writlen thast the meek
=hould inherit the earth? Bat it must bo
borne in mind that the practical man was
ot necessarily one who had lost all aym-
| pathy with ideals.  Robert Browning was
| Briton, and bo had said the laag word |
jon many ideal questions, He would in|
that lecture treat wainly of the poet's
| philosophy of life, touching only on the
| poems here and there, where they illus.
| trated his contention, If the poet's philo-
sophy of life were more generally under-
Stood, he would be moro widely read.
First of all, then, he wis a man with a
sfrong. grappling intellect: nob 50 swoot,
cortainly, as Tennyson's, but more powor-
fal, as Temnyson himself had admitted, A
lecturer on a dramatic poit laid himselt
B o cntcism from the very outset,
He was quite aware that such a poel
should not necessarily be credited or diss
eredited with what he put in the mouths
of his clarncters, but thers was 3 morn)
system underlying Browning's hilosophy
in drami, as there was in Sha espeare’s,
"Besides, he wrots, as wall 4« his dremas, a
- of * diduotic

consderabls number poeins,
principally at the instigation of Rlizabeth
En-nu,. & little whils before shoe became
deplored the fact thay

his wife. for she

Sith all

: X the mosic in him ke  had
#0oY Tmpreaged < hit own rsonality
directly  on  hiz  readers. "F;at divi-

. Won of his works alone would enalle 'a
Jost motion %o be formed of his views.
Thoroughly to understand him it wis neces.
$ary to approciale two fundamental  baljofy
he enteriained—that human beings have| |
Souls, and that there is & God, There was| |
to him nothing so impartant in this world I
a3 the development of a soul, and they| |
TSt vonceatrate their atlention on whit
he considered paramount,  “When." con.
tined tho lectumsr—"when he save that
| fevil = onought, You suppose he must be |
8 dreamer, and you are inclined, I up-
Jone, to clogs your book.'""  Prowning was

paychologist, and it would be well to
inijuire juto three points concerning his
Fiew of the development of the soul.
Firit and foremicst, there was the heroic

lity in him. His thought was heroic,
uge he beheved profoundly in a pre.

fmice in the inward life which ‘gave ta the
individual pawer to &y in the presence
|Bod conflict of danger, *“Thou shalt, or
Shou shalt not,” as Kant had put it. His
(¥iew was diametrically opposed 1o that
miginated by Locke, ‘and developed by

imm= Lo ite pataral conclosdan, that man:
rust be the slave of the strobgest sene.
tion Ke knows, He wos of the opioion

in Plato that the soul shonld
¢ those semaationt mnd  master

Thets wat, he belioved, something
(®hich wax tha spirit of the soul—the thing
I't,f- t made for grit and ramina—and that
Principle was heioio. Tn many of Reown.
Mg’ Jdramas they found hiv beroos defy-
Tike .

wh

{evere
I'I:I,.' "

» amsrted the herole quality of his
Socrates maintained that the man

Khe wis A knew he wae . |

Moeant. was on a far higher leval thap |

tie man who way ignorant and-kosw it

|
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kA for the tormer had w neiple in his
e ﬁhhh !tmiu impel ,ﬂup-wni ulldlﬁ
# 00 longer igrorant,. Brownin ¢
A aympathise with tknu ‘who Emlrgd
stward to Heayen ws & resting place, for
.I .r;l_hlim waa in sture of an
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Who was unavoidably absent,

Lion INS.W.) to that night,
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tle, nobly fought, wis often really a
trumph, The soul wax the register = of

every tl:ut;ihl._und_ act and feeling. In
the poet's 0
ple
to consider what came to them indirectly
from uny given phenomenon, for indirec
results  were oflen  the mast import-
ant rosults of all.  Putting the  ball
throuyh the goal in a game of football
was as nothing conipared with the strug-
gle, the strengthoning of fibre, the train:
ing to work with others for a commaon
end—and these resulls were all indirect.
The poet took humble and obacute  per.
sona genorally for his dramatis pemong,
neglecting the great and the rich; and
he  had said of the plodding grammarian
af one of them that that lhumble man

was  loftier  than  the workl s
pected,  Dbecause he  had put  the
whole force of his being inte a

definite object, and obtainnd as well all
the indirect advantages inseparable from
such a struggle. Ends ﬂﬁﬂmlﬂiﬂmd were
always tho  moeans for o higher end.
There wak mo such thing aa failure to
the man who strupggled, and struggled

always was the dewslopment of the in-
ward life, not of the material; and even

were engaged in

ap end: lll & devel
an end in [elf, materis)
'hti:’::ul;l OF A .urse al it wae osed of
Abusad. Eaar
cory of what might be callsd | the iutereats of the nation that those who
| the law of indirectness ho wnked

‘of any ‘community depepded on t)
'.gml"-_flﬂlﬂ!ll-' and it was th
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It was, therefore. necessary in

educationa) worlk ¥

(strive (o give every boy and girl ﬂiﬂ?%.
portunity. to dﬂﬂl?lrl_' the beat that was in .

them,

There most be no exclusiveness, !

nor in our Austealian democracy Wiy thera

dikely ta be any, Eﬂuutiunsj-iﬁﬂlhtiﬂm‘l
wore esentially democratic in characler, !
for i all of them, from the
o the univessity, distinclions srero open

to all, who had the ability to attain them, ' ,
{Appinuse,) x ’

though a man might seem to fuil there
woukl come to him a genuine {ulfilment,
Wowning did not doubt thy existence of |
€vil in the world—thoe “Ring and the
Pook™ would show that—but he thought
s sunset all the more beantifu)l because,
of the clouds that mingled with it, say-
ing that evil exiatied merely to be trans
muoled into good—that wlznt. was  good
shall be good, and what was evil so
much good more. There was evil in
the world, but evil was a relafive thing.
Temptation overcome was added ebrength.
The highest gosd conld not be attained
until evil was not only ovenome, but had .
becomo ‘transmuted “into good.  (Loud
clters,) '

At the conclusion of his lecture Pro-
fossor Henderson waa actorded an enthu-
sinatic vote of thanks, on the motion of
His Excellency the Governor, secondsd
hf' Mr, Longmore, tho president of the
Mechanics’ Institote,

VALUE OF EDUCATION.

Un Tdesday evening all the
University men of the Education
Hient gathored at

Sydney
I'.l:-p.i e
the Hotel Continental,

Claremont, o do honor to Professor

Henderson, prior W hix return to Ade.
luide.. The Vrofessor is not anly a Syd-
ney University graduate, bot was tor
sime Ume & memoer ol the teaching pro-
tession under the Deopartment of Fublic
lostruction in New South Wales, There

Wers present at dimmer, in addition to the
Buest—DMessrs. W, J. Rooney, B.A., Wal.
lace Clubb, B.A,, Hugh Hunt, B.A,, J,
A, Miles, BA., A, W, Maloney, B.A.,
A. K M'Gregor, H. J. Hughes, B.A., J.
Parsons, M.A., A. J. Coombs, B.A,, 'T.

- T " | o ‘.‘"l ﬂ- 51-
MUlintock, B/A,, O, W. Hadley, B.A.,
and 8. O, Smith, B.A., and an apology |
was read from Mr. J. A, Klein, B.A.,

Alter the toast of “His Majesty the
King," the Chairptan (Mr, \V, J, Looney)
proposed the towsl of ''Professor Hender.
ton, * tracing the steps ol his dint inguish-
od career from the time that he com-
menced his wotk aa & tescher |h the -
Vive ol the Department of Publie Instrye.
vihen he was
Present among them as a man oeenpying
4 very importanl position in the educa.
tianal world of the Commonwealth, That
w had been a teacher, and was stili &
teacher, had been shown mnost forcibly in
the excellent apd telling Inctures which |
the I'rolemior had delivered In Perth to
such appreclative and crowded audiedces.
The toast was supported by Mr. 0. A
Jl-r- . J* Plrlﬂﬂl.

Prolessor 'iIiHm in reply, eaid he
ol gratil
Gkt
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Ay nrged by the popular leadors in the

Ling o wn o epocha
--w:-;m nog ihnpl:nwn for his meléegion, phau |

Ctlie purposs of (nporeafing &
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Matler''} was proposed by Mr,
Clubh, II'au't.,. -'{ml was honored with the |
'hearty singing of “"Gaudeamus.” _
Hugh Munt, B.A., responded on bebalf of |y
the Univeriily, ) 1

primary school |

The toast of Sydney University (“Alma .
Wallaon

- Mr. |

The toasis aof “"New &nt‘h w"]h - !

“Waostern Australia,’” and “Tha. Chaire |
man'’ were also honored. '

F Yo exauing) tho validigy oF ghe reatonu foy

merigs, g should He comdembered that {he
~merits have already betn sufficiengly e
eognised, and ghag it really only remains

doubt  phat ot “spplies to  the' lecfurer.

PROFESSOR HENDERSON'S LECTURES

I?._E's"] EW OF THE SERIES.

By L"']:i..u[ tan,

As Professor Honderdon's | conrse  of
litersiry and historical lecqures, delivered
under the sospices of the Univernsity Ex-
tession League, attracied unifurmly large
audiences, aud was the subjoct of cou-
sideruble’ sbussion L in Perh, if will,
perhaps, not bovalpogether oug of place |

s popular succest. At tho conclusion
of s Unal deliverance, which was mach
the best of the series, the prolessor was
complinienped with suflicieny warmih on
tho result of his undertaking, sad the re.
ctguipion was, from the promolens’ poing
ol view, mof andesgrved,  Valedictoos
cencominm is seldom taken very serionsly,
Perhaps, for it iy recogmised thay any- |
thing in the shaps of cripiclan would be
oup of place 1o such circumsiances. - We
may now, however, comsider What were
Profosor Henderson’s merigs and Ulem:
ishes os a lecgurer; and i niore emphasis
be lawd on the defects than on  ghe

to stafe the crigical Inh.:ln ol the case, and
futn up as impargially as may be,

In n}r:l-.lkin}: pi:mdmuullf ol Laud in his |
lecture wn Sprafford, the ficsg one of ghe
piries,  Pralessor Headerson =aid  the
iArchbidhop Jacked a seuse of  proportion.
Whetlier such o chairge can be juatly age
plied (o Land pr nog, thete con. be no

Stratford was presumably choson . sk a
peominent man dn the side of | Charles 1.
to represent the poyigion and viows of ‘the
pariy which was opposed (o the demands
Lhat wiee heins overy day mwore inalkfent-

reat movement thap was inovifably Joad-
1 li(in.g Griaia I{[ this

he wax a singular subjoct (o choose ltor [
_ Lo
T, nudiﬂ;m 4 111t were the reason, { '__t
W T the Questlon  was smrco

|uEu£11idfu in ;_Lu Iei:t.urt_- .;;S_tmﬂ :
vpbringing, hs carver in the North ol
ﬁé‘mﬂﬁi’bﬂ"ﬁ reland,  his grial asd !
death, were' welt on at comsidernble |
Jength, while his conduct in  England, |
which wax the really .

wan glancod over in the
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hberty, Compared with St d  an
Uromwell, he was relatin perfock. ]
fpssor Hendermon  sdmitied  the i i
worth and great sarvioss of the @ an, bat
he daslt as HTmpnﬁhnh ...::“.J.I _—
liid nadoe emplanis  on the post’s) tun-
happy domestic relations and on the hard
wr}lﬁh ht :.l:l:llrt:.lI in hhl;wm and
swlemical writings. wnch more
the custom 10 syesk ‘plainly and sharply
n those ﬂlfl.iw!;n ple l..mﬂu:..m o, I
for the prmei they were conlend
for, t.imnpit. 'I'IEI for a vigtorioos geosral|
Q1. at, Dragheds 7bot” B
an Cromwell did at - \ )
fetsor Henderson laid maore stress on the
exceseive 2eal of the poet than oo the far
greatar demerit of the soldier, All Mil
ton's fanlts of teoparament and condocty
though concerming  hunsell and  his
fminily alone, were hrbughi ap I"F.llr llllph‘!-'-‘!
Lion and reprob

"a
-
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ation,  Cromwell's
quilitien and, achiovements o filled  the,
stage ‘that thers was no rotm for bis'
vory considerable failings to do more than
perp bashinlly from behind the Gde
roenes ionally ; and the xatna may be;
raid in & losger deégree of Strafford, an
presented by Professor Hendersonm. ' 5o
much for the historical lettures, '
Turning (o the lectures on Wordsworgh,
Tennyeon, and Robort Browning, dt can-
not ‘be deniad ghat the aodiencs received)
full valwe for its moncy’ when it heard |
what waa maid about Browning, :
was dn admirable discourss in igx w:&
though ot oot wmnatorally reminded 1 i
Excellency the Governor of a sermon. The|
lecturer confined himself fo Brownmgis]
philosoply of  life, und desctibed  with
areat foroe and cloarncen jusy whai it wak |
that gave Browniog the wide influonce h!ll
still exorcises, Browning as a philosoplies
and & mworalisf had ﬁrr_h:, weight, but as
nT ARLiE, A & poet. he Was camparatively)
ansignificant. . Tennyzon WA great
artisy, and a poat bt only inenlentally!
n philoscpher, and nothing conld be mare:
unsatisfoctory than what was said aboug
Sim.  Professor Henderson's theary of
suthetics appears o’ Ue radically “erron-
~ous : and af hixn view of what the .o
eense of poctry 13 were correct, then Mr.
Swinburne would be one of the greapmi
poats of tbe world, inatead -of being no|
poet at all. in tbe higheit meaumng of
that . much-abused word ‘. The, accordimg
to the professor,  esseptial’ elemeny’™ ni
poetry, it stems, iy “the swing smd phe
rhythni of the line  I7 ghe apndience
‘went to the }?lﬂfh:u_nhm'[ I‘:‘Ls':itngnim_l
hat night in the spirit of the niats,
'?'1--:'- hear _-im'ru_i_r‘l.nw thing."" they lm.tmﬁ.h
were not disappointed, Thay one remark
wonld be quilssuflitions to disfournit Pro.|
fescor  Heederson as ‘an muchornigy | On
poeiry ;. bug yhiare ‘v niy nkad fo dﬂl.l'.']
on wo patent n-fallacys  The feasnr
'meemed 4o think thag eplendsl failore Ying
Mempriam!® {he hesp and mqrt'_r}n_.l'lﬁ_
‘terispic of T-mn{..'-nh.‘a works, buog he 3
‘probably ax much alose in that opinion|
an he Bn in his gheory of the estence of
etry.  Indeed| most that woe said
Tonnyaon wWas' saperficials this

; e aiher
s posaible, hér,;:hl that

pures. It
supecficialily may have {engiona
oY % e R L)
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