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The thesis was introduced ©ty an historicsl resune
of the development of knowledge szocout the thyroid gland
and 1its disorders. Then folleowed a section descriving
ths control-or thyroid functicn.

The secona chapter described the methods used in
the study toth at the clinical and laboratory 1evel{

The symptoms, signs end results of disgnostic laboratory
tests in the series of patients with thyrotoxicoeis and
myxoedeme were cormpared to those irn other published
serieg.

The technical details of the bic-sssay of thyroid
stimulating sctivity by the method of kckenzie were deg-

criced in the second secticn ot Chapter IL, together

with the methods of statistical analysis of the resulis.
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The third chapter reported studies of plasme thyroic
stimulating activity in 34 cases of hypothyroidisii.
HElevated levelsg of T.S.H. were coserved, and were shown
to disappear following replacement therspy with thyroxine.
n

The pattern c¢f response to myxoedems plasma in the bic-

=88ay was round to be variaple. However ail the patterns
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were shown to be due to pituitexry T.SeH. socase of

presumed piltuitary hyposecretion of T.S.H. in asdavanced
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myxoedems was descriced. Studies wers also carriea cut



in nine cases of cretinism.
he fourth chapter reportea studies of endemic
goltre in natives from the huon reninsuls of New Gulnes.

1 was snown that this particulsr endemic waes dug to
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iodine deficilency and elevaited levele of plasma

were found in geoitrous natives. Lower leveles of plasme

PeB.He were found in coastsl natives. It 1ie peliev
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that this is the first direct evidence confirming the

role of TeSotHe in the mechanism of endemic goliire.
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Bvidence was presented te show that the geiltrous gland
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igs less
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efficient in thyroid hormone productiion (as
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comeared to the thyrold which 1s not so enlarged; and

therefore ig assoclated with higher circulating T.3.5H,
levels,

Studies in ndne cases of acromegaly, four cases of

¥

Cushing s syndrome aue to adrenal cortlcal nyperplasia,

and seven cages of nypovitultarism, were reported in

Chapter LV. Negative results were obtainsec in gli
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xeceot four acromegalics. The sipnificance of this

.

the differentlsl diagnoesis cetwesen hypo-

ftl chapter reported the inical findings
roldism in relation to LeissleC. Tre

préesences ¢f visiple geoltre, recuprence ol






