."?.; EVIDENCE BY SIR ANGDON

BONYTHON.

T'he Mumtmn ﬂumnﬁﬁmn sub at Tar
lament House on 'Fuesday morning, There
avere present M. . Ryan, M.P. (chair:
aan), Hons, A. H. Peake, M.P., and A,
| W. Styles, and Messrs, I, W. 'fmmg und
'T Green, MsP.
"" Sir Ihngdnu Bonython, president of tlu:”
'r:uuuml of the Adelaide School of Mines:
‘and Industries, . veply to the clmirman,
‘stated that he had been connected with
the couneil from the origin of the school.
The first president was Sir John Cockburn,
. chairman of the Commission appointed to
enquare into the subject of technical edu-
Ccation, whose report resulted in  the|
" establishment of the school, The witness
was & member of the Commission. The
first munr:il was appointed on November
30, 1588 a,nd the school "was opened in

' March of the following year. On July 15
Siy John Cockburn resigned the presidency
having become Premier of the State, anc
the witness was elected to the vacant PO<is

tion,  The school wis carried on under the
aunthority of an Act of Puarlinment, as-

- sented to on Februnry 17, 1892,

University and Schogl of Mines,

Why was  the School of Alinca
~and Industries  established #—The -+ school
_was established to take up a sphere of work |
in which at tlm {ime nothing wis being |
done.
| h\ﬂt

Umversity LU ﬂ"Lnqu
¢ not, Until the  year 1898 the Uni-|
versity devoted itself to arts,  luws,
pure science, medicine, and music.  1'ron
. ats origin the School of Mines conducted
. associate courses  in mining, melallurgy,
and mechanical engineering, 1 addition to]
the ordinary’ work of the school.  In 1898
the council of the Umversty framed reégu-
lations under which. a dl]]lumu could be
L\ obtained in mining engineering and metal-
lurgy. Thas was o post-gradunte course,
the I!r“"l.lhl.fll}l_lh providing thut students w ho
had IhL‘--"-L"l'.]. in specified subjects  of the
. fivst, second, and third years for the B.Se,
. degree lmght. proceed tﬁ fhe course for o
diploma in mining enginecring and netal-
Jurgy. The fact that , this was a
, postgraduate  course was advanced as juss
- tification for what certainly had the appear-
ance of intrusion into the domain of the
school of Mines.  From the begimning the
- scbool had availed itself of the teaching
. Tacilities  afiorded by S the  Umversity.
There was every wish that, as far as pos-
. sible, there should be no uwrhmp:n-* This |
. principle was also applhed, in the case of
the School of Design, certain of  whose
classes were utilised and not dupheated,
cadthough  they  fomn  part. of the na-
~ chinery of every large téchnical school clse-
where. In a desire Lo cconomise publiv
money and an in=sufficient grant, you have
the explapation of the policy followed.
Comnuttees .mpmnrul by the council of |
the Untversity and  the council of the |
School of \Ilm-i met  at  intervals with |
~ the object of preventing duplication. Eadch |
. Agreed to recogpise the standard of teach |
mg of the other in particular subjects,

by, the

and soon there were students who took |
part of their courses at the University
and part at the Schoo! of Mines. In

1003 {llm agrecement “l_iml .:rﬂwrd i “iu-:!‘:
rovided that to avolud duplication ol wor
'Eml expenditure  Lhe institutions ﬂhntrld“{
* unite in arcanging courses of instruction p
and examinationg in subjects which quah-
fied for the fellowship of the School of
Mines and the diploma in applied science
-~ uf the University. The school continued

Lo EItl"l'}) on its associnte COUTAE, which oc-

'!’l-a; es8 fime than tuat for the fellow-

nhrp. and con uen‘llv the associnteship
5 more easi

W y obtained. The Uuwe:mtiv
mdertook not to teach assaying, meta
umeym or building construction, |
_j'ﬂ st the “school surrendered physies,
A legy, and eliemistry in regard to both
tliumiup and @ssociate courses.

Vhat was done under that agrecement?
._Iiuh'uhlp and  diplomn  courses  were
eondueted in mining, metallungy, mechani-
4l . and - electrice engineer-
a8 four-year courscs, they
l gtandard that the Univer-
d to the degree of B.Sc. any
uate of the school  who
T,
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School of Mines—T ! ' § regis- Tmm mi and with.
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it mmlniicw. En{ d n!tihiltinn issned its [ " pg- uar.nn thmk

own  diploma. - Under agtumfn{,, ent |

cand Counder  the m“mant wliichs ﬁmmﬂ:dd . —No. doats
provailed  before  the agreement came could G thlﬂn Ll '*‘ i doubt
3ﬁml mi::lﬂt.enm.. the Um\z:ﬁu.} had dlﬁaui.ld ”"_. tﬂﬂhnmuulm of. E;U.Y o me tha
38 diplomas. in JEEnee | nng  the ’ ” uniry shoul
ii';u:::.':glh Jof Mines the same nomber of fel- hm;m:ﬁz u?: :lt:fﬁ#l ﬁ" "_'7 :Lh u
: s, G by o ODE AR
- Have you issued any other {hrlumuu? :‘;ﬁ:"m’f‘t : hl;,@ub
Yes.  We have granted 188 diplomas ”*" "}' Eduen
2152 students taking  the iulﬂﬂ{:lrltléﬂ.hlil-—m L'“'r E“t e el Mt

mining, 75; in metallurgy
Cileering, 35, Some of the students nive
taken more than one diploma,
counts for the difference between the num-
ber of students and the mumber of diplo-
LN,
i before the University tuuehml the =ubject
Of mining.
-~ GAre you surprised that the University
Wikl to take over some of the work now
heing done at the Schogl of Mines?—No.
L am not.  There has been v correspondd-
Jing movement throughout the wotld, In
cases where no 8clioo]l of Mines or Technis
cal“School oxisted there has  been o
“trouble. The extension of work hius taken
place, and the universities have been re-
 garded ax gsimply adapting themselves to
the altered requirements of  the  times.
Cnlture,” so called, was the chief aim of
um’-pmlh' work 25 years ago, but thiugs
' have changed, and, althouzh the fuct is du
ploréd in sorme qunt*l:l:-m cducation, as car-
riedt on by universitics to-day, does not dis-
regard fhe necessily of many of their stu-
dents  devoting tlu:u‘l.ulhn to. what has
been described as “bread- and-butter’ sub-
LJects,  This' is perhaps rather a lower-
ang  of angient  ideals, but we Jive
in o strictly atilitavian  age, fron
which  there 18 no escape.’ Having
made  these admissions=, it will not' cause
surprise when 1 add that the couneil  of
the School of Mines do not view witd spe-
veinl satistaction the disposition of their
i neighbor to take from  them depaitments
cwhieh  they imitinted, and whiea
they  have carvied on  tae the entire
satizfaction of the public.  The school has
lﬂtﬂt"-n.l:"ll the mining world with some of,
t best known and most capable men.
l;ut would not the diploma of the Univen
sty have greater value in the mining world
than the diploma of the School of Mines?
—Certainly not.  Otherwise the  Univer-
gily mu]ﬂ not have been so anxious to se-

cure for its students the tellowship of the .

School of Mimes.  If the mining school
were taken over [ have no doubt at aly
that the name would be retained. and
things would remain very much as they
are at the present tuime.  Little or nothina
would be gained by the change; except that
the Umﬂ:mzh of Adelaide would have un:
der its control all the work which is being
dlone by other universities,

The lducation Department and Country
Technical Schools.

You do not favor the transfer of the
School of Mines to the FKdueation Depart.
ment?—1 do npot.  “The work about
which we are talling, if it be not

done in a distinet institution as at present;)
:ﬂmuld unquestionably be  transferred  to!
the Umversity,  ‘That i= its natueal destisf

nation.  The diplomas of the department
~would not compare in value with those at
Present msued, and if any change he made,

the new diplomas showld be those of the.
University.

Under the Adt of incorporation you have
powers in connection "mllh branch schools,
techuieal schools in the country W In
were those powers not exerce lhed"'——’[t, Wilh
intended fully to exercise those powers
They were exercid 1o g cerfain extent.
‘but the council found that if they did not!
walk warily they would be creating i couns
try towns hostility to the Adelaide ‘school.
The difficulty was as to, money.  The con.
templated country schools had never been
given any financial basis.  The Minister
of Education should bave issued regula-
tions, making their financial position clear
‘and definife, but  this wus never done.
Hepee the hesitancy of the council of 'the
A:lclmde sohoal to take f urther action. But
they have always advocated in regard to
existing schools that in the matter of teach-
ing an L-\mmmtmn, g0 far a8 important
#ubjects are concerned, they should e
"brought into WItﬁ the city school.
'l'hlﬂ would not mean any mmrfﬂmneu with
local management, nor would it in the least
degree toke from a country school any

prestige which might properly belong to it. |
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The couneil had granted 29 diplomus

and th u:- Uniwmtjr. ;
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| and capable men ever in: the Puk '- '
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Wil Universit
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be on the same basis.  The effiti
tlie contrul by locud bourds would™
of course, upon the s-r.leci.mn of t a.
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shonld he supervision Irﬂrm .i ":fv"é{wi
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ROYAL COMMISSION.

e ——

WORK OF THE SCHOOL OF MINEE.

—

QUESTION OF DTFERLAPPIE_G.

e
[

The Royal Commission on Higher Edu-
cation sef at Parliament House on Tues-
day. There were present Mr. T. Ryan,
M.P. (chairman), the Hon. F. W. Coney:
beeor (Minister of Eduocation), the Hon. A.
W .Shyles, M.L.C., the Hon, J. Cowan,
M.L.C., the Hon. A. H. Peake, M.P.,
Mr, ¥, "u’i". Young, M.P., and Mr. Thomp-
son Green, M.P. :

Evidence was given by Sir lLan don
Bonvthon (president of the counell of the
School of Mines and Industries). Ho stat- |
od that he had been connected with the|
ccuncil from the origin of the suhool,
but the first president was Sir John Cock-
burn, chairman of the commission ap-
painted to enquire into the subject of
wehnical education, whose report resulted
in the ostablishment of the school. He
was: also a membeoer of the commussion:
1Phe fizst council was appointed on No-
vember 30, 1888, and the schoel wias open-
ed 'in March of the following year. On
July I .Sir- Johm Cockburn resigned the
presidency, having become the Premier of
the State. and he was elected to the va-
cané position. i

OBJECT OF THE SCHOOL OF MINES.

I'he School of Mines and Industries was
astablished to take vp a sphere of work
in which at the time nothing was being
done. Until the year 1898 the University
devoted itseli to arts, laws, pure sdience,
medicine, and music. From its origin the
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with special satisfaction the di
of their nei TOII
partments which they initiated and which
they had carried on to the entire satis-
faction of the lic. The school had
furnished the mining world with some of
118 best known and most capable men.

COMPARATIVE VALUE OF DIPLOMAS.

“But would not the diploma of the
University have greater value in the min-
ing world {han the diploma of the School
of Mines?’ asked the chairman.

“Certainly not,” was the reply. *“Other-
wise the University would not have been
50 anxious to secure for itg students the
fellowship of the School of Mine. If
the mining school were taken over I
have mo doubt at all that the name would
be retainad and things would remain
very much as they anre at tha present
time, ITittle or nothing would be gained
by the change, except that the Univer-
sity of Adolaide would have under its
control all the work which is being done
by other universities.”

“It would appear that you do not favor
the transfer of the School of Mines to
the Education Departmenti”

“*Ysongre rirht in the inferarce yon
have drawn. The work about which we
are talking, if it be not done in a” dis-
tinet institution as at present, should un-
questionably. be transferred to the Uni-
versttv.  That is its natunal destination.
The diplomas of the department would
not compare in value wlth those at pre:
gant iesupd, and if anv chanse be macde
the new diplomas ghould be those of the!
University."”

COUNTRY TECHNICAL .SCHOOLS.

from which you have
powers in connection with )
—tachnical gchools in the country.
were those powers not exercised? ,

“It was intonded fully to exercise thoss:
powers, They were exercised to a cer:
tain extent, but the council found that
if they did not walk warily they would
be oreating in country towns hostility to
the Adelaida school. "The difficulty was
as to money. The contemplated couniry
schools had never been given any finan:
cial basis. "The Minister of Education

Wh}ri

hbor to take from m d:I

sity

should hava. issued regulations, making
their financial position clear and defi-
nita but +his was never done. Hence
tihe hesitancy of the council of the Ade:
Jaide school to take further action. But
they have always advocated in regard 1o
existing "schools that in the matter ol
teaching and examination, so far as im-

nt subjects are concerned they
should be brought into line with the
oity schol. This would nof mean any
interference with local management, nor,
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ciently. The School % "Mines ghou
e
cookery classes. Instead of this the work
was less efficiently d in -
schools. It was sbsurd to jmagine 4
the same efflciency could be obtained in

the State as in the School ¢
Mines.

In reply to a b ttnnhﬂhm'
in regard to pmm Wﬁnﬂmr

improvera at the School of sines, the wit-|
ness gaid that supervision should begind

A pumber of lads
beeen sent who were almost de

e

stilute of education. Before being sub-
mitted to the workshop they sh sub-
mit to some kind of examinstion, Thes

school had been opened in the day time,
R“}uﬁt E?vﬂego was not avaﬂadyd as
The Chairman—Would #ou maka M--.'I'

' ol LB

i

R R I B Y

i“"“d.;m“ﬂ""ﬁhﬁ night schools compul’ |
SOy

The witness raiﬂied that he n.d.m.ted;;
at]

that 15 years ago, There was room
night for hundreds of boys who should'’
be compelled to come in off the streets.
He quoted an instance of a boy who wiasy
a faillure at college who saw i T
that interested him at the Sochool f.
Mines. He applied himself to his stud-
ies with such success that he passed his
examinations, and gubequently secured a
high position. If a boy were allowed
to select his studies tha chances were thad
th-,;;.* would not be able 1o keep the boyas!
‘:‘u L]

In reply to afurther question by the
chairman, the witness said that ha:

| thought 1t would be an undesirable ex-.
periment to transfer the
“According to the Aect of incorporation,} of the School of Mines to™ Univ i

noted, vou have control, and to place the elemen E
branch schools of the Education

higher science.

tary work
: Department unden:
a representative counell, The Univer-!
work should continue as at present.
Technical education was a thing apard
but he would combine pri education
with the high schools., Technical edu=

cation ghould be under different manage-
ment.
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