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- contral This primary Goirse. Ofe ob
the arguments advinced in favor of the
examination test for f
otherwise wonld

of children recéiving the
Secondary education who
return to the State for

a certain number
benelit  of free,
would make no
the money  they

. ost. We do not think that this idea is,
In consonance with the higher ideals of.

oducation, and in any case, considering the
extreme complexity of the child wind and’
the various lines along which it may de-

velop, it is ‘a bold thing to say thut he-
cause a child may not reach a certain arbi- '
trary. standard in such a subject as, sy,

arithmetic, therefore, he is to be debarrid
from the aﬂﬁl.hhgois that secondary educas |
1l0n Iay confer.’ w5 g Ay

Medical Tnsnection.’

A remarkable inecident, showing the
necessity for medical inspection, recently.
came to hght in Tasmania. This was the
case of o schoolmrl, a 11 years, in the
fourth class of a large Hobart school. Up |
to August, 1807, she was a bright, intel |
lizent child, writing a fairly ‘good and clear ;
hand. I n, that: month; however, she be- !
g to experience a good deal of home-!
stress, which worried her. - About thix'
time shf: was noticed to be  fired and’

fidgety” In class at times: ler writing

fell ofi in quality. and some jerkiness be-

. came cvident ip September, especially in,

the long strokes.. From this time  her
vopybook writing showed great deteriorn- |
tion, and in October she was ecarning a
reputation for slovenliness.  Towands the!
el of the month her writing became:
hlotchy and. the - jerkiness increased.’
Throughout November she became worse,!
and atytimes hor (ranscription ‘was almost !
dllegible.  The fteacher remonstrated” with
ner severely, and in her-pext transcription

task she improved i the beginning, but
towards the end there wus evidently com-|
plete loss of control, and her writimg be-
came very bad. At this stage the teacher

decided to recommend @ her for exaomina-/
tion by the school doctor, in onder to as-!
certain whether or not this® remmarkable
“carciessmess” was the fault of the pupil,
An examination showed that the girl wus
suffering from severe St. Vitus' dance; =0
ghe wag promptly sent bome. Her parents

followed the advice given as to her treat- |
ment, and she 18 now staleéd to be improv- |
ing rapidly. -

Edueation.in Sierra Leones = - |

| Two. years ago 'a scliool was established )

in Sierra Leone for the purpose of educat-
ing the sons ofchiefs, not merely in the
ordinary branches of a schooll curriculuin, |
but manly with'a view to their future posi- |
tiun_:nb'rulm_nf the chicfdoms in the Pro-
tectorate of Sierra Leone. Hence
school course includes, in addition to the !
three R’s. carefuly training in physics, hy-
giene, and physiology, agriculture, dand ches
mistry. Nor are these extensions of the!
gcope of Lraining made mainly in order to
increare the pupils’ knowledge. The sys-

temis designed to' develop l:.h;:! wers of |
obséervation and rearoning, in the belief that |
habrts acquired at ool will- nat™ be

ghalken off when manhood iz attained. Thus,
the school exists for the purpose of squl;u
ing the various chiefdoms with rulers whose
ymnds will be stored with useful knnwleﬂ“ﬂ:
ninh'.ni'mn.he-tput'i_gm practice in the ordi-
nary details of agricultural life, and who
will be accustomed to argue from facts, and
to avoid guessing or arriving at conclusions |
in I‘"hﬂl’m' uon, By teaching hy-
gien® and physiology it is hoped that towns
will Be better built and kept in & more san- |
tary condition. Chemistry and agriculture
being taught together, £o as to make the for-
mer bear upon the latter, in t;‘hu'_da{u m‘
come the land of the proteotorate should be
made.mote p tive, because of the more
scientific methods of cultivation. As thnF
pupils are to be rulers, they aro taught
civies—that all governmént must be based
sound  ethieal -lmn?dn!ﬂ.,' Thus,
great and beneficial | ect’
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4 for Solar Reécarch, and Mr. Duf’ » & South |
| Australian scientist now working at Ma
«f chester Universi

AN TMPORTANT SUGGESTION,

|

< [nee i Melbbtirne, April 17,
As a rerult of communications . :
the Prime Minister, at a Quet'n'nm

“-

-

Affairs to *'d&  proposal

an Australian 0

g, establish
soar observatory.

It has

STUDYING THE SUN. |

| 'AUSTRALIAN 8OLAR OBSERVA-
R Oy B OBSERVA- . |

the Int roat'enal Ugion | |

_ ty, favorable consideration |
| is being given by the Minister of Home

gaged in  investigating solar phenomena '

be supplied by systema
the Southern Hemisphere.
tference of the Infernational

jen commerce in the Victoria Hall,

that a link is wanting, and that link would
tic solir sludy in
At the Juast con.
Union, already

referred to, held at the M udon Univer-

,aity, near Paris, in May Iast, a motion wag

unanimowxly carred., at the suzgestion  of |
Siv ., Norman Lcckyver, welcoming the
prospect of the establichment of a solur
imstitution within the Commonw alth.

As illurlrating the practical value of solar,
study. in rne of his E::ttcru to Mr. Deakin
Mr. Dufs points ont that a censiderable
amount o1 importance has been attached to,
the coincidence of\ the fluetnations,
of the anrual rainfall = with the'
recent eleven . year  period  of the!
sun__ spots.  Many gcienlists  trace
i relation between solar pacnomena  and:
the dectrical conditions nfptht- earth's. ut-
mosphere, especitilly in  connection with

; mognelic storms,

The Minister of Home Affairs expects to
reccive a report on the proposed observi-
tory from the Commonwealth Meteorologist
within the next few days -

e

THE INFLUENCE OF COMMERCE ON
CIVILIZATION,

This evening Mr. J. Currie Hlles, of Syd.

ney will deliver the third o sher

mission 15 wee, and tickews may be had on
applicativn to the sccretary of the Cham- -

tr of Commerce or to the rigisirar off
the University, |
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' Mr. J. Cu eFlles, of Sydney, who pjilﬂ

deliver the ooseph Fisher lesture on com-
merce in connection with the Univers ty
of Adelnide this evening, arrived in Ade
laide by the express on Wednesday mora-
ing. Mr. Currie-Elles is an interestng per- |
sonalty, of large expericnee, and he resided |

in China for a number of years, gl

been. recognised for some time by those en-+..
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' baxis of his argiment t

_ber of the University of Glasgow, deliv
i of the Adclaide Universily upon

A PESSIMISTIC VIEW.
At the Victoria Hall on Thursday even-
ing Me. J. Currie-Ellex, of Sydney, « miem:

a.'Joseph

Yisher'" lecture at the invitalion

“The An-

\ fluence of comnierce on civilisation.”” There!
was a large attendance, aud the chnir'!ﬁu
talien by AMre  J. R, Fowler,: M.A. Tlﬂi—,

Barlow) was pre

by laying down s the.
hie varying infuence,

Viee-Chancellor (De.
gCnt. : ;
The lecturer began

lone over the other, between the  conflicts
/ing good aud bad in commerte and eivilis

- sation” minece listory: began,

1
L]

'ment and, set-back of

‘veloped civilisation,

There  hiad
¢ver been 4 conflict between” praciice  and
theory; ‘befween cominonsense and Vision-
ary ideas 1n.all their mundane existence.
Sinee cver the world began, from the earhi.)
est records now extant of ancient peopies
and buried civilisation, the two words, coms
pierce and civilisation, were stamped on the
fecords of time,  Commerée presupposed
and marched liand in hand avith eiviiisation,
and commerce through all times bad des
while ‘civilisation had
often failed -and retrograded to the detn-
commerce. JThring

{all the turbulent munddne history of  th
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by war. at the feet of

idic away through

Hovapmteo s 437

' birth by the energy of cominerce, gl

| bined ficets of Spain and France at

earth, through all the effacementis of em--
pires and the downfall of civilisation, com-,
merce had ever emeiged supreme from  the |
ashies of her predeccssors to imitiate  aad |
establish @ new era even mote extensive und |
farreaching; and civilisation, real or sup-/
posed, had always: followed; brought 1nfi.u
n to

the effeteness of s ownj
lnxury and ineptitude.  He traced the his
tory of comfmercial transactions from thel
carlicst times to the preseut day among
the Eastern: and Western  bations. Th
Napoleonic wars, when the British  fleot
under Admiral Nelson shattered *the ﬂfrﬁ
falzar, and Wellington conquered at 'f‘er_n-.h
loo, leit the commerce of the world, won|
Great Britain, Comn-

ling te the position Australia holds in the'

1 1 - L
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Elles suid that Aus-,

commercial world, Mr. [ al :
leading position in

 tralia now h::l-% a ';;cr;-'f | s
\ the scicnce, of  the  poncign changes
threughout the ?j‘nﬂd. E{;mph‘:;l_ with 1.1:?
,Cape. colonies, she was also an. immense.
rproducer of gold; and ss the &Edhud i
mint st present, whilé Australin hid three,
and as l.lifﬁﬂ WaAS an unmense. ':' I 1._,'

ailver and -Australia Jurgely prog _th

Juetal, it-rﬁulﬂ rﬂdgifuil:m ung ~ y an
cexpert . what & powe osition Australia
held: properly directed by capable, zien,
and not by irrespopsible poiticians, m t-ltt
inmmense trade of the 0,000,000 who . con: |

stituted the population of the Iast, end

who boarded gold in return for their ipexs
iEaELihl_e products,  The science ﬁuﬁ

foreign. Exchanges wes oge of the mos
importunt factors in conunercial —ecotiom
The proper undecstanding of this e

or ignordnce of it, moant &

Hirmly fixed lml . | laws
o -:ll:urmﬂ.__. ; _ L AR, ¥ . ENE
| portion _ﬂﬁfﬂdmw&at ghe ctuld
‘ot afford to remain apart, if not from he
very dependence in ‘way on the ¢
\land, at Jeast from ber buang -
¢ machinery upon © ¢h'
‘1?d-.d‘t \ :. ul:_i;..-,ﬁ.;_; i 1o
i "'II"-‘#EII._ Li _-.l.... e I-“ -I
without contest. The ' great i
flag futtering over this greal conlinen
mml lmct n-. I..'f.lp_-"'--l-l'.'t? ,.:I'.l'.':--_l ne il
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