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Ewerson  advised aspiring souls lu
Litrh their wagon to a star; and the,
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,Dubuc of South Australla is indebted
ta the Adelnide University authorities
If-::-r raising
portant subject of astronomlical educas
tion. On Monday th¢ Chancellor intro-
duﬁd to the Freasurer @t depuatntion |

and, though Mr. Peake €aw diftienltes
ir the way of complying with the -
quest, his attitude was appreciative
aml sympathetie,.  Sir Shimuel Way

at this juncture the im-

. For I"c&erﬁl Taetion, The Cﬂmmmlweulth
_should not do for {he States what they

can do individually for themselves. and
equally well, This prineiple has its

Tapplication to both the practical anil

the scientific aspects of observatory
funetions: -and concerning the educa-
tioninl—the new clement songht to he
{ntroduced—oven an ardent federnlist

made a strong point when he disclaim-
,t‘:ﬂ on ‘behalf of the Unlyersity Council)

questionalily the object of the depula-
tion avilk be endorsed by all lovers of
Kuowledge in the community, and par-
ticularly by those wlmﬁulimugimluun
amd enthusiasm have been stirred by
tha sublime study of the sun anid stars,
and whe realize the singulir cipacity|
of that study to elevate the mind. AS}

been somewhat strangely neglected in
Australin. -~ For professionial purposes
in connection  with  science, SWIVeys,
exploration, and navigation it has been
follered: and the venerable aod re-
vered =i Charles Todd, assisted by bis

any personal or interested motive, Un-,

an oducational subject astronomy hasj

amateurs., has in his time done much
to popularize the ancient and royal
pursuit. But,
attempted to engage the mind of young)
Australia with its noble charms, To
un Isolated islang  continent, 2 large
area of which still remains to be ex<
plored and pleneered, while Ifs seas
call  for  daring  nayvigators, tho
subject, even  In its elementary
caspeet,  is one of praetical - edus-
| entional value, iff only as& a means of
Cereating a bias for adventure and colo-
‘nization: and this apart from its pecu-
lHar fitness to correct insular tenden-
Cles, Impart mr:ntu\ breadth,.and stimu-
late the magination and emotions.
The time, however, has arrived when
as a vehiele of academic and popular
culture astronomy should be assigned

zealons st and o society of m'dn::-nl;i

after all, little has Iumni

in Aunstralia its rightful place—a post
of honour which I8, and has ever been,
awarded to
proples. If, as thoe Chancelloy suggest-|
‘o, the educationsl nﬂ]:ﬁ'zt of the snb-
‘fject has .
‘dverlooked, an opportunify Is now pre-
gonted In connection with the Common-
wenlth rearmpgements to correet tho
error, and to suffer no Innger nador
the Southern Cross the reprodch of o
comparative mlhunlimﬂun a -+ thol’
| science which has hrﬂughl 80 et
|lustre and fame to the British natior.

it among all inteliigent

hitherto been accldentally||

The Federal Government has taken
{oyer the meteorological worlk previous-
Iy performed by the States, anhd has
left the Observatory “brh.nelm ur,mu
thelr hands. A]ﬂmuﬂh the Cﬂﬂht}‘m
tlun‘uppeiml to mntamlﬁnm Ahe transs
fer of both departments. Almul taneous-
Etle -n-wmr ij. gn& lt;p&tr;mnM
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may he pardoned for hoping that the

who forcefully stated the case for the! day will never come when the Com-
establishment of n Chalr of Astronomy;

monwealth  will meddie with eduea-
tional agencies within the State.

The Federal Government has wisely
rosolved, then, not to Lake over the
'Obseryatory work, whileh, in truth, can
he morme efficiently and cconomicaliy
undertaken by the States;

fry to answer is how best the astyn-|

nomical branel ¢éan be conducted under .

the altered couditions. ‘The deputalion
proposed an excellent scheme, endorsd
by Sir Chavles Todd—a =cheme which
entails n moderate cost, imports into
‘Hm work an  edueational feature of
L&reat jmportance, and brings the Uni-

‘yverslty into line with the most ad-
-F\':m{:t‘ﬂ institutions on the Subjeck
Mr. Poake need have no misgivings

whatever in acceptihg the ‘co-operatios!
of the University.
been  conducted  with  congpicucus
{ability and remarkable success, and

bave been struck with the splendiad
rocord printed Jn Saturday’s issue of

[essorinl stafl to original research—a
recotil of which any Stabte and Univer-
sity might well be proud. To (o the
fPreastnrer simple jnstice one must ad-
mit that he fully shaves in the populae
ailmirmtion for the TUniversity swhieh
reflects so much credit  upon South
Australia, and wonld readily open the
door to further distinguished efforts;
but quite natorslly Le is concered
nbont the “etornal pence” complexion
of the matter. He suggzests that pri-
vate munificence shall initiate the
movement for the establishiment of the
Chair of Astronomy. = Philunthropic
citizonship has already assisted bigher
ledueation  in  this

4bot  finge  opportuniiies for
enterprise of this natlire aroe still avall-
jable,  If, however, donn,tium ehould
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not be forthecoming on hc-h.uf of this
particular - object-——and It i impessible
at all thnes to mmmand the stream of
affiuent benevolenco—the scheme  sug-
gested by the depufation Is the best
alternative presented, and would pro-.
bably cost little if any more .thil:spthm
outlay  which would he*invnh*ed 12
cither the State or the Cnmmnnwmlm
In{lmmna continued work. Be-)
“oldes,  whatevor adait I!iﬂ expense
ighit possibly be Icurred would be
- unply mpnld In  scientine nnen,unew,
m}{L mtabtr in mrnistﬂnm an fmpo
" to complete the education
ﬂa utem Io the improvement of which
Mr. Peake and his collengnes have dls-
mnm n. Inudable nml m hw

teaders of The Reglster cannot fail to

and tho
question which remains for the Minis-|

There 1s nuthmg 'ﬂmluly ambitious | ¢
attempt to create o Char nf Astron
the Adelside University. M whe
the importance of the seience i consit
together with the fascination, which u'
separable from its ﬂ.ltnu; it 1s surpris=/
ing that something has not been done in
this direction before mow.  Althoug!
astronomy is one of the oldest of Lhe
sciences, in ifs present development it is
among the mewest. In the pursuit of
knowledge, as in art, natiomality is to 4
large extent nbhtcnteﬂ Those who de
vole their lives to the study of any scicnee
at first hand form a brotherhood cosmo-
politan in character. Shll if il were
either possible or desirable for any branch
of investigation to belong mainly to unul

these with

1ts business hia 1

the contributions rendereq by the pro-

. State in o larger|
degree than has been done elsewherc.
further

| wall  provide :Elnu 8 ,..

race that branch would be astronomy, and’
the race would be the Anglo-Saxons or the !
English-speaking people. There is no one
spot where an observatory could be erecied
from which ¢he whole gubject could be
studied. Only by taking observations at
numeroug different centres and comparing
cach other can the field be
adequately covered. America has cone
tributed voluminously to the world’s store
of astronomical knowledge. With the aid
of the colossal telescope at the Lick Ob-
servatory some splendid work has been pos<
sihle, and Harvard has been the centre of
a great deal of useful effort. Mangy of
the most illusirious names in the history
of the science are British, but if the obser-
vations were confined to Greenwich or any
othier part of the United Kingdom it
wonld not be possible for the English
astronomers to keep pece with those of
some other countries. To {he great ob- |
servatory in Capg Colony much pmcnml.
work in recent years hus becn due. GIE
course it would be possible to stud the
Empire with observatories without estab-
liching a chair of astronomy in each place.
In some measure. this has been done
already, bug t+ _aew of Sir Samuel Wltﬂ'
is the right one. South Australia will
not be content with anything short of lll]
active part taken by her own mn:.!
trained . on  the spot, in  this mtJ
science.

How is the money to be raised? Zhntur-l
ally, in replying to the deputation t
waited on  him  yesferday, - the
Eurer was anxions on this pumi.
Private munificence has  been gener-
ously extended to the Umml‘y.m the
past, as doubtless it will be in the futnre.

|1t is not probable that wulthy m'!l‘l.l-

stay their hands when there is such ur
excellent cause needing support, but thn-‘
question is whether the exceptional
portunity which now presénts .'lﬁe]:l' lh
be allowed to elip away. ‘I’hh“ﬁﬂi{
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