ADULT EDUCATION.

A DISTINGUISHED VISITOR.

- Mr. Albert Mansbridge,
general secretary of the Workers' Educa-

tional Association of England, who is pay-
ing a visit to the Commonwealth, will

redch Adelaide from the eastern States to-
morrow. The association, of which Mr.

Alansbridge is the secretary and founder,

Yepresents an important movement which
bas in the course of a decade grown to
vast dimensions. :
results of popular primary education,
which has in a limited degree been secured
to all the children of the United King-
dom. There is nothing which will so
stimulate the thirst for knowledge as the
acqusition of knowledge, One of the
most marked effects of all true education
» the desire it gives rise to for extending

the scope of learming. The increased effi- |
ciency that comes with a careinl training |

of the mind and the wider outlook on
hfe are so apparent that it only requires
that the advantages of rudimentary prin-

«ples of education shall be enjoyed by |
the children of any community to ensure |
vision ||

n demand for a more generous
for the succeeding generation, It is mot
sarprising, therefore, that the Workers’
Educational Association in England should
bave bhad its origin amongst the workers
themselves, or that it should have met
with such large response in its appeal

to the people of the country. Although

it 18 but ten years old it bas already grown
to considerable proportions, with 130 local
branches and 2.000 societies. Some 50,000
adults are availing themselves of the o

nities offered by the association
urther their studies;, = -

No doubt orgamstion has  played
an important part in the success achieved
by the association, but such far-reaching
results could not have been secured unless

the need it supplies had been felt and the |

country had been ripe for its work. Mr.
Mansbridge has explain “t

workers’ own system,” also that it ia “non-
party in politics, unsectarian, and demo-
erati¢c in government.”
arc both necessary and matoral to such
a scheme, for the moyemcnt has grown

inin the shape which corresponds with its

il

ey

and formed one of the first sources of the

M.A,, the

* THis aim 18 1O associate eduncation with life |/

Tt iz one of the natural)
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ed that ‘it is the |

These conditions |.

. Speaking on the |
urne the other day, Me.
o i T
' y] for improvemgn |
amnlud;tlﬁumt? héfﬁ.elﬂ'F and the classes |
which attended workmen’s colleges, first in
Londop and later in the _ nfl:ml-“
centres, grew day by day. | DOhe ROV |
%:l "‘Um‘v::u'ty authorities for teachers, .

v

" educational movement in Great
nhm: [t was recogunised by th_ﬁ pro-
apoters of the mmrmenqn that it was es-
scntia] there should be the companionship
of scholarly men, 'The Jeisured people of
Gireat Britain began to dominate the uni-

Nersity extension movement, and gradually
1he Enrking people began to go out of it,
1t was at this stage that the W orkers
Fducational Association sprang intg &%
setence. It was decided that it ahuuld
be non-political and non-fectarian, an
although democratio in aim should be apen
to ull. The chief aim was to bring about
a companionship between workmen and
scholars--to give n.'E an equal and fair op-
portunity to do the best for themselves
morally and spiritually. Many trades
unions juined e movement, and classes
were established for instruction in various
rubjects to the 1:J,r:-fu£=a1}:I Ed"l‘ﬂﬂtﬂg{i of the
" hranches of the workers,
r'.llr:ﬂius#one of the cardinal features of Mr.
Mansbridge’s scheme for the development |
of the movement that it should be guided |
and controlled by the workers themselves,

Sn such a way that it shall contribute to
the enrichment of the individual. whether |
on the intellectual, the moral, or the physi-
enl plane. It is not the life of any par- |}
&icular class, but of the whole people, he:
thas in view. 'This is, of course, in keep-
ing with the spirit of the age. ~Opportu-
mities for gaining Knowledge have been
enormously increased within the last gene- |
ration or =0, Not only havre E_-Eﬂﬂ-ll':i.‘-l.l'}"l
and higher schools been multiplied to a;
great extent, but cheap books by the %‘l‘{'ﬂ-t !
anasters have given to the people at urgc}
acceRs to the best learning. A good homa |
Jibrary is unquestionably a valuable asset |
to the student; but if he is to make the |
Dest ute of the books at his command he |
must have systematic training, so as Lo
acquire the habits of study and assimila- |
tion, for education means much more than
thie storing up of facts. The mind mus(
be trained to think logically, and to draw |
richt deductions from facts. This 1s an |
age of great poesibilities in all departments |
oi activities. Its demands are great, and
they can only be fully responded to by
those who have egua.liﬁcd by a well-apphed
and systematic education to make the best
aise of their opportunities. Knowledge is |
mower: only when it can be successtully
applied to the problems of the moment. 1t
35 in recognition of this fact that so much
attention 1= now properly paid to training
the mind and band simultaneously. Tech-
nical education has demonstrated its value
in a hundred fields. The victories of the |
suture will to the mast efficient, both !
an indiﬁdunfso and nations. Such a move-
ment a5 that which Mr. Manshield has
guided for the last tén years must have a
iar-reaching influence on the future of the !
nation. His theory that the universities
must be based upon the mental and epiri- |
tual power which comes irom labor 18 both ||
democratic and reasonable. The Workers’ |
National Association, he explaing, ‘‘has '
been organised to provide eduocation for !
ihe mnﬂt_aimglc and the least equipped of |
the workers,” but its mission is to bring |
within the reach of everyone the highest |
education he 18 capable of assimilating, |
\

The movement embraves university-
tutoria] classes, which are comprised of
small groups of students—they do not
nsually exceed 30—and they represent diffe- |
rent ages and both sexes. One condition,
however, of joining these is that members
shall updertake to attend the classes for
Lhree snecessive winters. scason o ||
srse of 24 lessons 1s given. |

My, Mansbridge takes a comprehensive '
wiew of education. “What,” he asks, “is edu- |
cation after all but the physical, mental,
and spiritual development of the whole |
being! What is it but the power which |
Tevives the sense of wonder at the beau-

titul and pure things in Nature, in Liters-
hlrt‘.hm ce, and in ., which sense,
m the

L . '
_ sh of Iife towards material pos- |
wagions, is so often rubbed off as tha :
bloom off+the peach! What is it, to use |
tne words of Bishop Gore, but the power
which enables a man to co-operate with
the laws of progress! No one who hears
education for the people decried, but will
turn away in , a8 he thinks what '
-Eiu- __hekhi g education means—drifting |
ther, whither, co-operating not with the
forces which bk hutb:u'ﬁ those which
destroy. If edveation be no owed its
opportimity, ignorance will have ity re
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land still ns, but that type will g
it i interesting to observe the excelle

of the literary portion of the work don
by the children of 12 and 13; it is every|
bit s good us the beat work done in Eng
ish primary schoals, and one thing whi
must strike the observer more than
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blackboard work, in which elder d
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as well as teachers participate
one or tn some Em‘ﬁ. of peo
State much praise is due for
‘ment of this art, for it 48 nothing
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