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 Act. This would have the financial advantage that Flm
| drug part of the medical benefit conld be dispensed witi,
| There nve. of course, certain difiiculties in' the WY, but
. Mr. Lloyd George is not a man to be beaten by trifles, and
. he would doubtless get a large measuve of snpport Awong
I the classes on which he ean exert his liypnotizing intluence
f if he proposed to repeal the Medizal Acts.

SLEEPING SICKNESS.
Ox January 17th Dr. John Ronnie. Lectaver in Pava-
sitology at ‘Aberdeen Uniyersity, delivered an address on
H!mpilfg sickness and Glossing. He said the eavliest l‘:m‘m- n
undoubted veference to the disease was to be found 1 a
book, entitled Physical Obscrrations on the Coast of
Guinea, written by John Atkins, a naval suvgeon. ‘Lhe
disease was theve recognizably deseribed nnder tlio name
. of the *sleeping distemper.” The work was dated 1742.
The next reference to the disease was a description of it
as observed in West Africa in 1803—100 years before the
parasite transmitting the disease was identified. In 1832
its distribution from Senegal, on the extreme west to
Loaunds, inelnding the islands in the Gull of Giuinea, was
known. and in 1898 its existence on the Niger and at
Stanley Falls, on the Congo, was noted. Having pointed
ont that sleeping sickness was clearly a West African
disonse. Dr. Rennie veferred to its introduction into the
castern portions of the Continent. lu 1900 it was dis-
covered in Uganda, and at that time it was so widespread
that it must have been in existence in that region for some
time. Evidence showed that the northern shores of Lake
Victorin Nyanza were infected about 1896, It seemed
clear that the flies in Uganda were infected by Congolese
followers of Stanley. Those men had contracted the
disease where it was endemic. The ontbreak in Uganda
had all the characteristics of a mewly imported disease,

s W N T e — T

|

e L

K __Ralb. B B BB B - .

. T -

e

after a duration ¢f about six years, the population of the
district was reduced from 300,000 to 100,000. At IEntebbe
| in 1802 Bruce fount that 30 per ceat. of the population

harbouved the parasites—trypanosome—in theie blood.
i Fifteen species of the Glossina palpalis, the tsetse fly,
. which was first suspected of transmtting the malady,
. were known.,  Their range on the north was restricted to
a line drawn from Senecgal, across to Loke Chad, and
thence to about the fourth parvallel on the east coast, and,
on the sonth, to a line from about Cape Irio to Zululand.
They had also been discovered in Southern Arvabia. Dr,
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Rennie, in conclusion, alluded to the different methiods of

dealing with the scourge adopted in the infected areas.
They included the establishment of segregation eamps, the
compulsory removal of the natives from the shores of Linke
Victoria Nyanza, and the ::-.Imriug, so far as possible, of
the regions where the fly existed.

THE CLASSIFICATION OF CAUSES OF DEATH.
Tar Registrar-General has issned to all M dical Officers
of Health an official copy of the Mrnnn{" of the Inter-
national List of Causes of Death as adopted for use in
England and Wales by Dr. T. H. C. Stevenson, Super-
¢t intendent of Statistics. The object of the publication is to
¢l define the headings of the mortality tables in the annual
M yoport of the Registrar-General, and to enable Medical
Officers of Health to prepare local tables on lines uniform
% both with each other and with those redently laid down for

use in the General Register Oflice.  The number of possible
.F"i fatal disenses included in soch a list as that contained in
the Nomenclature of the Royal College of Physicians of
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London is so great that separate returns for each wonld be.

oat of tl.he question in tables showing the relation of causes
“eX, BEe, locality, occupation, ete., either Hillr.rlt;v

‘an required, in combination. Though it is

*ality-rates from a single well-defined

*f closely related diseases aremore

* comparison than mortality from

THIG WORLDS GREATEST _ MEN.

and spread in epidemic form with great rapdity, so that,
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Il{l;ﬂ'll['lﬁ, aind that, therefore, the group headings wre on the

whole of much less importance than thoge relating to gingle

diseases, yeb grouping is inm*itzvfl.ﬂn in the pr-:-lmt*{nti_un
of tables, and this implies o certain amonnt of E:luﬁmﬂm-
tion of disease. For this conntry the t!utﬂrtlllin:}tinu of the
termus. to bo regarded as Synonyms is supplied by the
Nomenelature, but difficulties arvise in 1‘{1!—'«1'}11.-::1 of a lavgn
sumber of indefinite or otherwise objectionable terms
oxeluded [ror thio Nomenclature, but still HHI,'[[.IH death
cortificates. The Manual contains an index which refers
the vavious minuter classifientions, whether gonnd or’
ansonnd, tothe varions heads included in the table nflth‘n'
International List of Causes of Doath, which underwent
a second decennial revision ab the conference in Paris in
1909. This list will not only facilitate the cumpm'im'm of
Fnglish mortality with thatof other countries, but 11rn\:1:1|3m
common standard for the compilation of mortality statistics
in this conntry, since the Local Government Board has
already adopted it ns the basis of the skeleton tables issued
for the use of medical officers of health. The diffienlty
of arvanging for the continuity of British records was
felt to be an objection to the change, but it has been found
nossible to overcome this objection almost completely by
aubdividing & number of the titles of the international list.
The continuity thus secured is substantial, though not abso-
lute: nono of the minute differences unprovided for are
of any substantial importance, and ave of less magnitnde

“than many changes which the necessary developmens of

the lists hitherto in use in the General Register Office
has from time to time involved. Dr. Stevenson, in his intro-
duction, refers to the definition of primary and secondary
canses of death. The following note on the subject oceurs
in the * Sunggestions to Medical Practitioncrs Respecting
Certificates of Cause of Death,” issued last October : ** By
¢ primary cause of death’ is meant (in the case of deaths
from disease) the disease present at the time of death,
which initiated the train of events leading thereto, and
not a mere secondary, confributory, or immediate cause,
or a terminal condition or mode of death. Acute specifie
diseases, if of recent ocenrrence, are to be considered the
primary cause of death, even though the actunal disease,
as tested by power of infection, be no longer present
at the time of death—e.g., measles (primary), five weeks;
bronchopnenmonia (secondary), ten days. A terminal con-
dition or mode of death should not be entered as asecondary
(or contributory) cause.
instances the statement of the primary cause gives all the
information required; in these cases nothing is gained by
adding as a secondary cause such a condition ns 5}'11{201}#;
heart Tailure, coma, exhaustion, ete. Thus a corvtificate
of pulmonary tuberculosis is not improved by addition of
‘e_:{im-u:-mi-::-n " as a secondary cause, thnﬂéh it a com-
plication such ag ‘pnenmothorax’' had supervened this
should be noted as a contributory canse of death.” Any
medical officer of health who has not received a copy of
the J}fﬂ”i‘l‘ﬂ! :qhmthl apply to the Registrar-General, Gunb:ral:
Register Office, Somerset House, London, W.C.

_THE WORLD'S GREATEST MEN.
Boswerr, n his Life of Samuel Johnson, says: * Once,
when uhockmg‘ my boasting too frequently of myself in
company, he said to me: ‘ Boswell, you often vaunt soxauch

o to provoke ridicule.  You put me in mind of a man who"
was standing in the kitchen of an inn with his back to the

fire, and thus accosted the person next him: * Do L

know, Siv, who I am 27 « No, Sir,” said the other, *1 have

Pwal : “Sir," said he, “I am the great
~Lwalmley, who invented the new floodgate ivon." ' What

the great Twalinley was so proud of having invented-was -

not that advantage.”

a kind of box-iron for smoothing 1i This. as mi M
; g linen. This, as might
expected, wounld appear to be Mu. Um'n:gia's igun f

greatness.  Some time ago he drew up a list of I:~ll"«'1!"’";51

whom he considered the twenty greatest men whom

human race had as .
_ yet produced. The list is as fnlloWEg-
the names being placed, we presume, in order of merib:

In a very large proportion of =



