since he said it. (Laughter.)

Mr. Ryan stated that if that were so it
had been altered without legimlaive au-
thority.

The Premmer—There was no legialative
authority for it. ;

Mr. Peake—There has never been a time
when the Director or his Secre has not
been able to see the Minwter when they
80 desired.

Mr. Rran said he was verv to hear
it. Regarding the technical echools, be
said 1t was impossible to have a great sys-
wm  of techmical education, to reach
through all the Stale echools, unless it
were under the direct control of the Minis-
ter, and wrth highly tramed officers of the

partment. The Schoal of Mines was to
be under the'Minisier, but was to have its

nt council of control. Those men

d done good work, but they all had to
realize that if certain peaple had not been
in charge of that institwtton it would
not have received s0 much con-
sideration a8 had been given to it.
Ha regretted that provision had not been
made m the Bill for tutorial education and |
classes, which could so easily be worked
in connection with the University. He
toped there would always be a clear line
of demarkation between the various grades
of education—high, technical, secondary,
and prnmary echools. He asked the Go-
vernment whether # would nmot be better
to have sixth classes to echools, do away
with small high schools, and have big high
&chools or colleges in  central positions.
Would any members take the risk of send-
ing sheir girls to Adelide to be trained as
teachers on the present low allowance? He
looked for the day when there would be
residential colicges for them, with suitable
matrons in charge. The Bill, the first the
Labour Party had presented to the House,
should bave been the best n»ossible, and
not one which in s present form s&hould
not be passed. They had been proud of
their educition system, and should sce to
it that i further dealing with it there
shaunld be only improvement and Erngreﬁa.

Mr. Verran—Hear, hear. The Lloyd
George of the Chamber.

Mr. Angus secured the adjournment of
ihe debate until to-day. |
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Tt to be mmvﬂ f.hnt tu preparing.
the Education Bill the Government did not
attach more weight to the upmhﬁm
{|of the teacherw in favor of a number of
important administrative ru.fﬂrml. The
(lassification Hoard proposed in the Bill
is not likely to Ean stiafactory, It s

to consist of the' itendent of Primary
Education, who m’ﬂ act us chairmun, an
inspector Hlﬂtﬂ by the Minster, aund a
hesdmaster to be nominated by the
tenchers., In place of a board the majo-
rity of whese members would represent the
department the Teachers' Union prefers
the scheme adopted in Vielorin, where the
commitiee of clussifiors copsists of the
ehief inspector, an outside member (at pre-
sent a barrister) appointed by the Gover-
nor in Couneil, and a teacher. This com-
mittee gives general satisfaction. though it
& complained that the ontsider ix not quite
free to act independently, as be is subject
to removal by the Minister. The principle,
- bowever, of equal representation for the
' deparcment anmd the teaching body, with an
ontside member bolding the balance be-
tween them in the public interest, is a
sound one, There i3 also n Victor:a a
| board of appeal, and the whale system
works for efficiency, justice, and content.
L ment.
A more serions defect of the Bill now
befora Parhament is8 ils omission to pro-

which have been followed so successfully
in the sister State. At present the South
Australian pripary school course is noto. |
riously overcrowded., It includes some- |
thing like 17 different subjocts, with nume- |
rons subdivigions, and these are not only
teo apany, obut the Lme-table is badly
arrengod, some of the subjects receiving a
greater amount of attention than their
relative importance warrants. The curricu-
lum needs severe pruning, and shoull
also be made more Interesting and
attractive. Owing to the congestion
| of the course, and t.hr: comparntive brevity
of the ':DIII:P‘IIIEGI"‘E‘ mhwlrgmng pariod in
this State, an undve strain i8 ymposed on
teachers nnd pupils alike, and it is not
| surprising that the results shonld be, as
lin some vespects confessedly they are, dis-
iappﬂi.uting. In Victornia and other States
| the school-zoing peniod 1s eight vears: in
South Australin only six: but with two
years less for teaching and learning the
curriculim 15 equally elaborate and Jdiffi-
eult, By its extenmon of thie school age,
and provision for more regular attendance,
!Lhe Bill promises some measure of relief

to the overburdencd teachers, but the pro- |
posil to leave the revismon of the curticu: |

lvm to departmental regulation is a mere

cvasion of a vital question, Following the |

Victorian example, the Teachers’ 1inion

proposes the estabiishiment of a Curriculum |.

Board, swhich might consist of equal num-

vide for a Curriculum Board on the lines

sers of tenchers and inspectors, wwith the
Jirector or an independent outsider as the

have a direct, though not a controlling, |
voice in settling the curriculum.  They

thairmmn.  Certainly the teachers shnuldl

under the present syatem. Practieal ex-
perience in working it enndlez them to
pauze prefty accurately the capacity betn'

know exaotly where “the shoe pi nehes"p

of teachers and ng;ht and to -n:u:ﬂti.

directions. m which improvement may be
securedl to the advantagn of both., Ta
leave the teachors outwide a curriculum
soheme, and throw the whole responsi-
tility for the rearmangement of the mib-
Jects tanght on the officials of the depart-
ment, would be gratuitously to dispeuse
with the valuable aid which can be ren
‘dered by the men anid women who are most
closely in toueh with school werk and
suderstand beat ita diMleultion and require.

-
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would have had eyvopenvms in many ieoeidd
| 14 l:u been

* | cannotl spend 1/, and tewchers are not allowed

| Vernun stigmatises boards ws perambulating
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Sir—T wad Mr. Piake's peecly on fhe ahost
Bill, and hiserclerence to Boands of ‘I‘hﬂ\'{;l

' "
Syt T
: ¥

the sulstitution of -rhmé_' nitiees,
Viran's intgrjections,  Now to Jml with
Peake, A« ub oxMinkster %1 Eduration he ought

1o know something of the

;irtmrni. and Ity mlﬁ; i
‘Advice. throw back i
feronce of l“’rﬂ -m.e ol u chang
propised  corumitiog may k. al) i
city and  centres of population,
country districts 1 am nwre &
resulta,  For niteen yeurs it has
fo proside ue o Clulooan of  th
Hoard «of Advice, and 1 van gy
tion, this board bhas remdersd our
yoruan serviee.  We likve _ in ot
disteiot, extending o an area of forty 1alle
square, and with niembers of my bosrd 1 have
vidted these achools, Tepeatadly travelling hune
drads of miles  We lmve given weeks aof ouar
time to the department without fee or rewanl I
the lm*lrﬂ.i];atiun of ireegular attentdance, come
plaints as between purenta and taachers, -::"
w, kéep and repaire to bulldings. ~ Yet Mr. Peike!
acouscs Daaras of indifference. Lt me 1el) Mre
Paake hundesds of pounde have been wastsd
cause the Minister controlling, I présume on
advice of his pilcers, nas roboRd the baandy
every bit of powir dnd responsibility, The
in the Edvaation Office will disclose whirs
have on more than one oocdsiod shown thiat ha
the departinent gought the assictunce oL thig bis
pounds would have becn maved the tax Ties
the Education Commisaon travelled thirongh
try districta and wought evidence from bounds they

L |
A
-

but the position of the dopartien !
of antagonisin to Bourds of Advice. The old rh
latiors provided that boards could in
upkerp of dldings spend £5 without having |
cweek  authority from the office. To-day they

grex any repairs from bhosrds withont first obtain.|
ing the director’s consent.  This is on the snpe
poscd. score of economy; bub really becume

department look with 3 fealous cye on any intes
ference of boards in thelr domain of covtrol, vide}
the Teachers' Conferonce early this ug‘:t::- Ar. |
Pnhrqh;u an ex-Minister, has known things, |
and when in power what did he do to placs boards
in a Letter position? Absolutely nothing,  Me|

(Tpals,
| A nice statvment for an ex-Premier.  Haw it o
curred o Mr, Yermin, hix iotioete ]
with the Hou. W, H. Harvey, the chairman of
the Moonta Board for many years, shemld have
epahled]l him to make the Hdumtion Deparismens of
this State a peouple’s gstrm, and place  the
parents’ represcntatives, e, Boards of Advice,
in a more satisfactory position.  The bin, memn-
ber prates 50 much about the representation ¢l
the teople. 1 wonder he haz not s=n to
before, Let him turn to Kadins, and there ho
wili find 2 mimber of his own party, Mr. Jams
Maloolng, a man who has given the hesb er of
his Jife te the Intemst of the schoal children of
Itts district. I challenge Messra. Poake snd Ver-
ran to go to Radina or mny other cenlre jo M
Yorran's district to debute the vecfulness of ‘the
present boards, and how, with a Jittle snconrmages
ment, thev could snd would kave rendersd lneal-
culable service to the department.  Before' ocon-
chiding, T would refer to the Bill in its spplics.
tion to country districta.  Although it jropsus
fnirther expendicure by thousands, and migng the
age lmit to fourtecn yoars, the Bill makes
roviglon f{or higher education in esnilses like Bule,
mukoville, Maitland, and similar places

The
hieh schosl mystem only rupplies centrea of Pnpﬁ'-
lation and ety suburba 'I‘Ee outkide is abso ut;ai
shut out, ubove the ffth class standand.
producers have to foot the costs, and surely thoy
ehonl] mocive eme conmdderation.. 1 hold that
[a sixth class sheuld be esiablished wherevir pos
eflle.  Then as to the work of committees, the
new Rill gives them oo power W desl with .
Iar attondanct or to render aoy assistance 149
department in the investigation of complaints as
between parents snd teacherw So far as 1 can)
gee ta me these committers will be merely bodies
without real power, 1 have not the context of the
Rill, s cannot crit{cise ita detaile. 1 caly know
on e anthority of a Jeading Victorian .'
| timt *hese eommittess do pot accomplish what &
clatmes] for hem  in  outakde districtd - J
powers are too limited. 1f the Howse wish to di
any rmal geod let them iverease tha ™ of
preesnt boards, and detach them from ths apeon-
striney of the director and stafl, gleing them

}"1 pecis ddirect to the Minister, Then, and uﬂf

, will boards justiy thelr existence

1 vene
&n
ﬁelumdintl-fhﬂtﬂm&lﬁ'ﬂ'ml,
rn..] al to our schoal syetem. am, &a.,
L paiiiay HEN H. QUEA
Chairmoan Green's Plaing Board of £
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