


Empires Compared.
v Ly u—ﬁ-—.

The opporiunity of hearing Professor H.
Darnley Naylor discourse upon such an
interesting subject as “Greater Rome and
Greater Britain” was taken advantage of
by a Jarge number of the members of the
Commonwealth Club on Wednesday., The

lecture was given at the Adelaide Town
Hall at the conclusion of the usual
luncheon. The President (Sir John Dow-
Ter) said the professor needed no intro-
‘duction, as lie was well known to all. He
Was 4 man of commanding intellect and
character.  No one wax better qualified to
‘Bpeak on the subject chosen. He (Rir
John Downer) extended n hearty and en-
thusisstic welcome to the professor, with
& sense of the members’ obligation to him
for consenting to give the address. (Ap-
plauge.) : |
—Interestipg Contrast.—

Professor Naylor said he had borrowed
the title of his remarks from the admimble
book by Sir Oharles Lucag. In the short

time at his dispostl he-was compelled to
draw, in roughest outlite, and to make
broad statements without qualifications,
and he must warn them what nvas true
of one century might be but partially true |
of another, and might be even untrue alto-
gether of auny but a specific time., His
purposs was to contrast and compare in
several ways the Roman Empire with the
British Empire, A¢ the lowest compnta-
tion the former had Juwsted over 700 vears,
as the highest 1,600 vears. The Bntsh
Exnpire was but 4 child in comparison. In
size the Roman Empire was only hali the
area of Canada. Against that they must
sef ©he fact that 4 voyage from ‘Rome to
Britain would have occupred as many days
as the nwdern voyage by steamer from
England to Australia, For the Romans,
distances were land distances rather than
sen digtances.  The eurly Empire had two
ndvantages over the Bnrtish Fmpire.
was one in kind, for in its southern-
moat limits it hardly reached to the tropic
of (hocer. The north of England or the |
sounth of Scotland was at its northernmoss
boundanes. It took in ‘e¢ast and west, but
only the nearesi east, and the west only
in Europe and North Africa. The Danube,
Switzerland, and < the ' Rhine formed sl
irontier in Europe. It was one in orga-
nization, for all the provinees were!
governed on a similar system. With timt
could be contrasted the British Empire
sproad over: every zone, ineluding akmost
every vanety of civilization, and oI govern-
mental mabhods.

—Roman (Citizenshm.—
'The Roman Empire was one also In res
| yenue ﬁt‘.mrs All taxes, save Jocal oo
trois, amd municipal rates, went %o the®
l].mp(rria.l Treasory. It was true thay!
taxation was not tmiform, bul for divery!
sity of tarifis*the Roman provincees woul
not compare with the British Crown col
nies and dominions. It wus interesian
' to mote that the Brilish Empire Jay
most entirely ottside the hmiws of the
Roman Empire. On the other hand, th
Roman Empire to-day was sphl up dn:
separate and independent nations. In
members of the grext Empire could mak
the proud boast *‘civis sum,’
Fven thongh the member did not live i
Rome, Roman citizenship gave legal p
tection of personal property. To live ¢
jife of security and success one had to be
a Roman citizen. Arnold sud, “Rome un{ 4
dertook an imposaible task, that of ruling o
an immense Flmpire withont federation, and 7
without a representative system where th
sole sources of power were the suprem
central Government and the army.” And
yot Rome pursued successfully that im
possible for more than seven cen
turies. He would give a rough pwlure o
how the vast maehine was worked. Firs|
came the Emperor directing and con
trolling the whole with the army at
back: then ecame the Senate, ori b
|the advisory body of the King. From th{ .
Senate were chosen the Governors of th
various provinces, Such Governors j
formed the duties of the modern Brit

_colonial Governors, but tljg combined al
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and provineials always
e thougitt that an un-
desirable Governor was mot to be a per-
manent burden upon them. On the other
hand the Governor would see that (“rassus
|was unﬂ!‘dﬂ to colleet his t-!:ﬁ:;n b‘l;he ex-
Penamd war were underta by oon-
Jtractors, and they recouped fhemeclves
from booty obtained in: the campaign, and
| from a monopoly of trading facilities, and
|various miming concessions.

~—Municipal Government.—

After the provincal had paid the Imperial
Itueﬂ he had the pleasure of contributing
to the mates of his own municipality, for
he had his own local Parliament modelled
on the Semate at Rome. To-<day' the
British owed to the Romans municipal

rmment, in the modern sense, for the
E’rﬁm had ecreated a combination of
limited local wcli-government with ‘the
trider Imperial statws which at first at- |
tached only to the central aty—Rome.
Under the Empire the army was 3 pro-
fessionnl one,  Soldiers were fairly well
paid, and at the odnclusion of their ser-

bility of obtsining grants of Tand,
and of retiring in peace and quiet for the
rest of one’s hife. The Romans were able
for 700 years Lo mmintain the obedience of
‘the provinees, and to suppress any attempl
at revolt because of their efficient military

| sv=tem.  The motive forees of -their Em

pire were Stale policy and materml ad-

| vantages—tribute for the Government, and
‘FL““ Rome itsell. That meaat relisving

the citizens of Rome from taxes, and it |
|meant also a gain for Roman merchanis

and fimneciers who went ogi, and sent out

1 their representativis dnio the provinees.

re they had a marked contrast to “the

' British Empire, which was not, and never

' meant the system. of party govermment.

had been, a London Empire.

| —No Party Palitics.—
There was one great disadvantiage nnder
\which the British' Empiro laboured—be

" Thal gystem, in the opinion of Sir Charles |

'had been all against continuity.  The
| Romans, on ‘the contrary, had always bad
|a defined and consmstent policy, and estab-
| 1hed an order of things {o =<which all

Lucas, bad been all for the bad becauss it

|
|
peoples in their BEmpire felt that they |
must - conform themeselves.  But ., though. |
{ the Romans bad elaried with the race as |
| the basis of citizepship. 1n the eénd they
lstood out dlmost bevond nll peaples in the

{ extent to which they disregarded race, and
lin the hiberality with ‘which they widened
their citizenship.

—The Colour Question.—

The Romans were not confronted by the
difficulties of colour to anv extent. Dis
| tance, of course, made the difficulties Jess.
| With' the British the triumphs of sicam
had brouvght the most distant parts of the
Empire much nearer than the extreme
hmita of the Roman Empire. + The closer
India came io Canada, Australia, and
| South Africa the more prominent and r?qf
grassive became the guestion of eolour. In
the Roman Ewmpire dilferences of mee
were counterncted by a circulmstance which
did not exist in the modern world. Society
was then divided into slave and freeman.
The freemen felt thomeclves privileged,
and the feeling created a strong bond be-
tween them, no matter what was their
nationality. For all that, the great and
vital difference between ¢ast and west was
recognised, and the cast was left to be
Greek in civilzation rather than Reman,
The British BEmpire was really’ two Em-
pires in_one—the sphere of settlement
which almost comprised white men, and ks
the &pbere af yule, which comprised of
soloured people.’  That daet tended 1o M
nrake the instinct of ‘mce Tun counter to
i
L
i

the bond of citizenstip.

—Religion and Trade.—
In the British Empire fon_far from
hbelped tWwards Imperial onity. " Rome as
an Empire had but one religion, the wor |
ship of Rome's grentness and power. em- |
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—Long Life of the Roman Empire.—

Professor Naylor made nfm Lo the
use of irfgatipn h;' whe and sad

i

pomt <o w hart lmdbeandnne -ﬂnm
wrotess. An arcea balf the size t’
d been irnoated, and two uf l;ht
canals had literally converted desolate, ub-
wnhabitated pluins 1nto Lhrw'ng COUnTIIoN.
Along the Chenab Cunal there were HAelds
and vibapes ‘now inhabited b 1.000,000
people, where 10 years ago a lew
mdemd over o desert of parched carith
and ‘eamel thorn.  From Gibbon onwards

E?

q:r had been the fashion 40 agk why “be

Ram Empire declined and fed, It was

]:u l;-mure profitable to ask 'why H-
astad Part of the snswer was
that' Iim H-:mun Empire for vhe greater
portion of ¥s existence had no compeltion
wnd was ""m the position of a
morapotist.” © Secondly, the admmistra-
tors of ..hc *Lm;:tn:: were on the whole
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| honest and upright melp wilh a hizh sense

ol public dJ v, and with 2 dcﬂ} respoct lor
Jl.wfme and the code of Roman law.

—'‘Horace” Risen from the Dead.”—

To-day the Borpans svere coming fo their
own again. Lhey interesied tho British,
who were back I:.n thn- habiis and methods
of andent “Rusur.' Horace Il risen
drom the domd. Who could not now quore
“dQulee et decormn est pro patria #nori.
Apropoes, Horace Tan away from the oniy
battie of  which he had experience.
(Langhter.) e and hus coovals knew the
value of Impenal pociry. It was Horace
who bhad given them “Dis ta minorem qurod
gers noperus’ ["1 fou  walkest Lumbly
with thy God, dihereiore thou boldest en-

a septiment which Rudyard Kip-
'ru'c le UHHN‘J‘: o0 well in ‘Ins “"Reces-

Mmtn whose awiul hand sve hold
Dominion over palm and oine,
—"“An Empire's Epcaph.” —

But Vergtl had expressed the epirit of
Roman mlism with ' greater truth

S

“ lehan all. He koew that the RBomans were

nothing as ardists ar as men of science. (e
krew that conquered Greece was their coo-
queror there, and he summed up thus—

Roman, be thine
To am the world with Empire! These

Thine art:.tn gavern with the rule, of

peace. .
To spare the weak and zubjugaic the pround.

The Roman Empire was ﬁone. but those
]HIH were 4n eprinph of whieh no Emxxre,
::nrmm‘.. or future, need be ashamed.
"gd Liﬁnﬂri'ltuh mmduh}ho arnd:rrim
¥ V00, Were sudjugn e
proud tyrant. . The hour might soon eome
whon .; word the | ysnguished.
Ltheir's then o ‘h-n."lp in wovern:
g mﬂd not ..h the may'ed fist, but
Ebgu‘ t];e rale of peace a.m.l ;uqdwm L.Jl.p-
The gathering was sonsluded by the m:n*
g of thc National Antbem.
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