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Dedication

This work is dedicated to:

Those who seek to understand

It is humbly hoped that this contribution will lead to more accessible,
easily-absorbed information presentations at least within the
architectural field.

And

Peace
There is little, if at all, this work could do to bring peace to many lives in
many parts of the world, but thoughts and hopes would always remain

for those who are in most need.

And

My family

My late father who had taught me to see the world differently in his
simple ways and to appreciate and improve the many little ideas that we
often take for granted. My mother: to whom | am grateful for giving me
much more freedom than she allows herself to have. My siblings:
through their colourful opinions, they have equipped me with the habit
and skills to occupy myself with possibilities rather than to dwell in
certainties.

Correspondence and requests for materials may be addressed to:
Verdy Kwee (email: verdy.kwee@gmail.com)
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A Digital Presentation of The Arthur and Yvonne Boyd Education Centre
DVD-ROM

‘The only way to see it is to see it — Edward Tufte (Doernberg 1997).
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Abstract

Abstract

This thesis primarily deals with the presentation of architectural
information in order to allow a wider audience to gain a better
understanding of an existing architectural work. It proposes to augment
the role of visual media in explaining architectural subjects — beyond the
commonly accepted levels in the current print publications or on the

internet.

The effectiveness of traditional publications of notable buildings in terms
of their level of presentation and degree of information rigour are
commonly presumed but unproven. In this era, their unchallenged role
as facilitators for clear and in-depth learning results in mainly digital
replications of conventional presentation methods. Little has been
explored in the area of expanding digital visualisation capabilities to
leverage information clarity. This thesis enquires into architectural
precedent presentation possibilities specifically within the limitations of
computer screens.

The approach involves a worldwide online survey to investigate public
perception of current media effectiveness within commonly available
publications. The research also explores several digital visualisation
presentation techniques. Together with the collected data about the
building, this exploration and the results of the survey are considered in
the production of a digital presentation prototype of The Arthur and
Yvonne Boyd Education Centre by Australian architects Glenn Murcutt,
Wendy Lewin and Reg Lark. While the thesis findings highlight critical
areas overlooked by current publications, the illustrative prototype
serves as a basis to propose opportunities that could be explored.
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Abstract

There are three obvious outcomes derived from this research project:

= The scope and depth of information about the Arthur and Yvonne
Boyd Education Centre extends beyond what any one secondary
source currently provides. Materials relevant to many aspects of the
building are researched from primary sources.

= There are presently numerous methods to visualise architectural
information. However, in order to use them as more robust learning
instruments, the thesis highlights several factors for their design
enhancement. It describes some digital visualisation possibilities for
adoption in future digital architectural publications.

= The thesis outlines the stages undertaken and some considerations
in their implementations. The design of the digital prototype
presentation of the Arthur and Yvonne Boyd Education Centre
suggests not only a direction for similar future works, but also
identifies the technological facilitation gaps that we still need to
address.
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Preface

Preface

As words often possess a penchant to be misapprehended, it is perhaps
appropriate to qualify this research in advance with the following phrase
by Gilles Deleuze with fervent hopes that it [the research work] too could
be ‘understood’ for its unique roles through the multi-coloured lenses of
its audience:

“We are wrong to believe in facts;
There are only signs
We are wrong to believe in truth;
There are only interpretations” — (Deleuze 2000)

True to its message, the above phrase does not adhere itself to any
assumption; for if it is to be ‘true’, it would also question its own validity
in relation to its being a fact or taken as true. It leaves one to wonder if
we are also wrong to believe there are only signs and mere
interpretations or if there was any certainty at all. With this ambiguity,
this self-negation appears to celebrate its ‘conviction’ even more; thus
transforming it from theory into an interpretation of reality.

With some caveats, it is apt to highlight that this thesis is a compilation
of a series of thoughts or ‘signs’ that are based on other published
interpretations, which may only suggest ‘facts’ and/or ‘truth’. As such, it
does not insist on perfection or indisputability. It should be treated as
merely means that are hoped to lead to various other avenues for
visually presenting digital information — of architectural information, in
particular. Therefore, as one negotiates through this interpretive journey,
some contingencies and tolerance need to be allowed for rooms to err,

spaces to expand, and forms to explore.

For the past twenty years | have been exposed to the broad field of
architecture. This period extends from my early education to my practice
in the field of construction and design as well as digital presentations. In
my early architectural education, apart from the frustration of having to
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Preface

adjust to a different educational system, it was found difficult to
penetrate through the fortress that the discipline seemed to use - in
terms of jargons and loose explanations found in most of the
publications of renowned architectural works. Why should it be so? It
was not at all surprising to discover that most students learn quicker in
the world of practice than in academia. This poses a grave concern
since students are exposed to more high quality architectural works
during their early education years than in later practice. To lose the
opportunity in understanding distinguished works at a deeper level at
this early stage of their education is a pity and could pose future dire

implications.

The general concern of this thesis lies specifically within a significant
part of architectural publications — those that students utilise as material
for their precedent studies. Numerous series of publications like these
have been produced as far back as anyone can remember, and they
have served well to preserve architectural information. The scholarly
rigour of many publications is questionable which results in an
inadequacy of information depth. The contents do not readily address
the needs of the audience as well as they could. This problem often
leads to students and architectural enthusiasts to skip much of the
information delivered which may often be important. Visual information

becomes the predominant element relied upon to attract interests.

As an educator, | have become intensely conscious of the strengths of
media and their roles in learning, exploring them with students in their
design projects. For instance, some of our design exercises have shown
that no matter how explicit written texts may be in describing spatial
elements and qualities, individual interpretations are always varied.
Exercises like these suggest that it would be detrimental to rely on the
predominantly textual culture found in existing publications to relay
important messages. Visual media should take a larger, more active role
as communication means to assist in the formation of knowledge.
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Preface

In the meantime, there is an increasing number of new architectural
publications circulated today in addition to the exponential growth of
information and generated data carried by the new digital platform. It is
time to reflect the opportunities we may be missing during the current
shift towards digitalisation to cater for the expanding visually-inclined

strata within the community.

This thesis could be experienced in two ways:

= By following the flow of the prescribed thesis content: the thesis
background and the significance of the various process components
are aimed to provide an understanding of the research project and
methodology used. The digital visualisation work in the enclosed
DVD-ROM shall be introduced in a later chapter.

» By starting with a reading of the abstract, then Chapter 5 in
conjunction with the CD presentation: the abstract provides an
essential brief overview of the research project necessary before
beginning a detailed installation procedure and exploration of the
DVD-ROM. The DVD-ROM contains a digital presentation of The
Arthur and Yvonne Boyd Education Centre as a prototypical
illustration of digital ‘architectural publication’. This could then be
followed by the introduction chapter and the rest of the texts in the

thesis.

It is hoped that soon architectural knowledge through digital publications
would be far more accessible to students and those with genuine
interest for the field. Realistically, this thesis work surrenders to the
interpretations of many authors who are instrumental in materialising this

intention through their personal missions.
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