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the trial to be stopped and a fresh one
started.  The remaining  seven jurors i
would be perfectly competent to give a
verdict, and the verdict of msix would
still hold good. It would save an enor-
mous amount of time and expense,
Unanimous verdicts were required only
in  English-speaking countries. There
was a Court of Appeal which could =t
us & Criminal Court. in the Houze
of Pcers, 23 members nceded to be pre-
gent at a trial, and 12 would suflice to
find a verdict against a peer who was
accused of an offence.  Then they had
the working of Parliament, in which the
decision was given by the majority. He
thought it would be in harmony “with
prevailing custom to abolish the unaoumty
yvineinle. A verdiet of acquittal should
Lu subject to revision, Just as much as
o verdict of guilty.

Counsel and Liability.

Counsel often abused their position, be-
cause of the extraordinary latitude allowed

‘might be given for excellence of pevfor- |
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Butterfield, Reidy, and Robinson, M.P, 8
The Professor said that in approacbing
the jury system _thaT must have regurd |
‘coneerming whether they wuanted to bring
whout a revolutionary or an evolutionary
change. A good idenl was mever to
change anything unless they were abso-
lutely certiin that the change would give
something better than that which they ||
were sceking o alter. It was said that
juries made mistakes.  They all know
that Judges, too, made mistakes, and that
jndﬁ:memn were often reversed on ap-
peal.  Even Parliament made mistakes,
(Laughter.) 1f they were going to tiy
to introduce something that would be
entively free from imperiection they might
as well liec down aud do nothing. It [
wiight be argued by some that juries often
not have to decide points of law, but to
say whether or not they considered
that the accused person before them was
guilty on the evidence, In the royal com-
mission held in England in 1013 he did
not know of one witness :-;jlm had said that
Juries were

ted by the Courts. Of those latter]
81,015 were settled by the Courts—S80 perfl
cent.,  There  ere 7,880 in which thell
parties failed to reach an agreement and |}
weresubmitted to the Court of Conciliation |
for adjudication by arbitration. * Onfy}
12,600 cases—about one-ninth—were sent)
on to the Courts of Law. The arguments
‘in favour of such a system were overs)
whelming, Great relief was  affe ‘:’Tl
to the Courts of Law, and it was simp s
and inexpensive, and did not lead to any
ill-will among the parties, JVES
Mr. Birrell=This system brings :-nnﬁa
gether, and our system keeps you apart
—Exdetly so. I cannot sée any reasan! =
why a system of that kind coéuld not bet =
,nqtlﬂpite-:l‘m S-ll'ruth Australia,
South Australians are quite as civiliged
‘and capable as are I‘.h::I Norwegians o
Danes, and if they can only see their
way to give and take a little 'bit thep
will suceced, y

The commission adiourned until il'ﬂ

! we of last mr.‘,‘*%t'

was ea. o' Be enthusiastic beforchand,

hut the enthusiasm that counted was the
kind ‘that kept right on. Most of the
3§ concerts would be in the second and thivd
fterms to avoid undue pressure toward the
end of the year. He was glad that the
fine music which they brnugit. within the
{reach of every one was being more and
| more appreciated by those who could noc/
. |afford to hear it otherwise. Dr. Davies |
Jeoncluded by stressing the value of wide
ral culture, and the extreme danger
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as it was, re-| |

tes criticism of the| '

L . jury of men versed in the business con-

for the waak and poor against the power-
ful and the rich. Generally speaking, he
considered that there was a tendency
among Judges who met with certain
p_mﬁle at their clubs to sympathize more
with that class than with the people of
whom ther knew little or nothing, ‘Then,
the jury did a great deal as an educative
force.  He thought that if he were con-
cerned in a dispute he wonld be more dis-
posed to ask a number of his fellow-citi-
zens to decide the facts than he would
be to leave it to a Judge.

———

Criminal Cases.

In all eriminal eases the jury ought to
be maintained. He did not think that
any one who had had experience in the
Courts or who had considered the matter
gerionsly would say that juries should be
abolished i’ﬁ criminal canses, and especially
serious erinfinal cases. It wonld be the
areatest mistake in the world to tamuner
with the jury system there. In breach =
of rights, and where one’s character mipht
be concerned, the jury should also be
maintained.  In certain accident cases,
where wsessment of damages had to be
made, one party shonld have a jury ns a
rig!‘nt. il he desired it. If “A” wanted
n jury, and “B” did not think it was
necessary, ““A” should state the points
which he desired should go to the jury,
and only those points should be so de-
|cided, while the rest of the case should
In his opinion &

be heard by a Judge. 5 opi!
jury was not desirable in certain kinds of |
mercantile cases, unless it were a special

Jury Service. -

Tt should be emphasized that to serve on
1. jnri‘m not only a duty and an oblign-
|timl it a privilege and an honour. That

would considerably lighten the work. Some

jurymen complained of the burden which)

they felt in the e¢. There werd i

England too mﬂ exemptions from jury,

service. If he had his way he wonld com-
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—It has been far more abused here than |
at home. The whole atmosphere in the!
Courts in England is more dignified, and
the Judges are on the alert to conserve
the interests of the witnesses, who are
treated as human beings. The professor,
continuing, said he had not been in the
Courts in South Australia, but, according
'to the reports in the newspapers, the
labuge of counsel’'s privilege was n most
monstronus thing locally. ¢ said, that as
a lawyer, and he had been at the Bar for
over 15 vears. If a man could not win
n case by fair and gentlemanly proceed-
ings, he zhould not be permitted to win
by barbarous or vicious proceedings,

The Chairman—\What steps would you
take?—I would appeal to the Judges to
use their powers.

Don’t you think, for instance, here|
witnesses have been asked an improper
question, such as “Did you bribe somebody
not to come here to give evidence?'—and
there is no truth in that suggestion, and it
is proctically a criminal charge—the Judge

should be given power to suspend the
solicitor P—Taking the privilege away
would not help you. ;

elee ?—I would

Can you suggest anythin
udge power to

not go far as to give the
inflict a penalty on counsel.
Why *—DBecause counsel may be instrue-
ted to ask it in the first place, and may
have asked it quite sincerely. If it should
be simply o case of thruwmg mud at a wit-
ness, then, I might go so lar as you sug-
eat. T think would prefer that thel
udge should have the power he has now,
and report counsel to the Law Society.
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abolished or reduced. |
more serious offence and the punishment |
be increased. In vicious cases involving
not be published because of its effect upon
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had an egormous influence on th
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