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In the weary, lmt. and unprofitable
end of the year, junior and senior stu-
dents periodically meet their Waterloo.
Whether or not “the subanunnt proceed-
18 due to
the fortunecs of war. The viewpoint of
Wellington is not as the viewpoint of
Blucher, and victory is sweet, even at
the price of many headaches,
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| mtutmn—-children who should never be

allowed to take examinations at all.
a delicate, conscientious girl, work-

munh Io over-burdened pnrents -mukes
a crur. sacrifice of the health, which i8

|a far ter asset than many diplomas.|
| Th rﬁu:gmb:hty of a head mistress in|

such circumstances is very. great, and

a girl 18 working too hard, always a closo
watch should be kept. Fnrtunntely,
human nature is very much itself in the

‘|echoolroom, and holidays still loor lar-

|ger than examinations in the vista of

ard for a achnlu.ruhn which means|

although it js difficult to tell just when|,
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‘muajority of the sudience at n pn
or a tutorinl class comes to learn in'
trae student frame of mind.
'of men and women from all walks

the housewife, the factory ma
teneher,  the clerk, the artisan, t.hlr
assistant, and the laborer, people who
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world in which they live and work.
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b ling capacity or raise their social 5
| economic status, but because tllﬂ}' h 1
| desire. for knowledge, hate u:nurn'nﬁqr 1 1 l
wish to equip themselves better for th he ]
effective discharge of their duties I.l. LAl 5:
sons. THeir presence in a clagsroom i | 1
a #ense of touch with reuhtiim Eh:d{
ordinnty  undergraduste an niversit
teachir, often inck. 1 hope T teach, fﬁé‘“‘-
something of value: 1 know I' learn mu
from them. To close the University doc
in the face of these people for fear Iﬂt
handful of hard-shelled extremists J.r.
glip in is a proposal which no bclmﬁ';'
the need for an educated :democracy wou I _
-_ulr-rl..-.lu for a moment,
1f {-i,n‘l:m'lnlf.,r- is not to be l-l.u:ht ]r
[hr_" general public for the reasons stated Sy
by Mr. McGregor, where i# the embargo E '
end? Is the Bible to be made & closed
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that the latest engagement is over, how- -
ever, the authorities . might profitably
. consider whether it is absolutely essen-
tial to hold these examinations—a severe
tax on the nerves of ‘any but the most
sanguine or careless—at a time of the
vear when very hot weather may usually
be confidently expected. Many
teachers feel strongly that hot weather
examinations are a mistake, and that
delicate children are plm:cd at an actual
disadvantage by the\\ double strain.
Yearly a little group ‘“drop out” for
. reasons of illness connected by no means
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indirectly with the height of the tempe-
rature.  Primary tests were formerly
held near the end of September, and the
system worked very well. Pleasant

weather made work lighter and kept
‘children as a - rule in better health.
The  dislocation attended by a

radical change would of course

serious, but possibly exchange of views
between the different’ educational
authorities might result in a workable
plan. It mught be objected that
the last term would be wub'ted without
the stimulus to hard work provided by
approaching examinations. ‘But educa-
tion is not all “cramming,” and exami-
nations are not the only mirror through
which & man or woman can look back
on those fnrmntlm ears and say that
they were good. e exasperated lite:
rature pupil, pushcd from sonnct form to
syntax, might justifiably confront her
even more exasperatéd teacher with a
line from the insouciant W. H. Davies:
—“What is this life, if, full of care, We
have no time to stand and stare?”

The whole question of senior,
junior, and  higher public exami-
nations 13 worth the consideration of
educationisis—soon tQd change their
namos and to submit to certain other
modifications—if only for the fact that

'|foundations may be laid here.
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, anuplu than appointment by virtue of

it very largely controls the scope of pri-
| mary and secondarv. education in 'thul.

whole State. If there is to be a na-
tional education in any true sense, the
That
there is still no clear and comprehensive
plan must be the conclusion of any
thuughtfu] and candid teacher who has
sean—and who has not?—that the pos-
session of a junior or senior certificate
does not necessarily imply the posses-
sion of any true culture, or even an ap-
preciation of what a lhiberal education
may mean., Whatever theories of perfec-
tion may be held, however, examinations
still exist for the excellent reason that
we have nothing: better to put in their
place. Training for many callings is
‘mdmuml on
certificate, ond Aappointment by com
{titive examination 18 at least a sou er!
| (unly connections. Probably the power
to ‘grasp questions and express clenrly
the facts learned is a fairly sound test
of ability, as well as of memory, althnugh
—since some great men never su

o pmnn of n senior|

Dy, H. Heatqn, Leécturer i
and: Divector of Tutorin!l -Clagses at
Adelaide University,

Late in November My, JJ, ".hl.-l-:”r.:r1
waa reported in the press {o llne said, at|
a dinoner of the Chamber of Manufactures, | !
that “the University, ‘in its teachings ﬂ“
ecconomics, had; in the opinion of manu- |
Imlmiu. become L0 n |'ulj..,f_'- extent cup- |

gaged i propagzanda work, and had been
thd ag & lever by people holding socia-
listic views." Immeditely readiung
this statement 1 wrote Mr. MeGregor,
peinting out that his statément would do
gerious dnjury both to the Wniversity and
myselt, for it I, as the person in charge |
of the . teaching of economics here, was.
using my position to engage “in propas
ganda work,” 1 was abusing iny trust,
violating  al}  traditions  of university
whnl arship  and  teaching, and  de-

e ved the IMNOSL Revere censure,

confessed 1 Was  presumptuons
enough to believe that the opinions 1o
which he !nn! RiVen expression were in-
correct, and that 1 had succeeded—as well
48 dny man could hope to do—in dealing
with economic ]rrﬂh-lt‘ll':*- in a detached,
mpartinl m'.nlur This belief was atreng-
thened by the fact that tepresentatives of
capital and representatives of labor lad
each persistently aceused me, during the
past :«i]:"i NEeAls, of ]J'.!'iH_I.I L ml af 11[.3 n:]u:
gide. isked, therefore, in simple justice
to un-f.h, an opportunity of meeting My,
“t':-t'l"”'{H and  the manulacturers whoso
opmions he had voiced, so that I might
1ear and reply to any charges of partisan-
ship whigl lin or ﬂla‘\ hitd to make.
Ar, MeGregor 1L||]l vl offering to  meet
e, and wo have since had 1wo inter-
views, 05 a result of which we understand
each .other much better, though we shall
have to agree to differ i our opmions s
to the character and content of cconomics
[ﬂ.uluu‘;'.lr Since, however, My, MeGregor
declared he was vaicing the opinion  of
m-nufurtumrﬁ generally, and. gimee I have
not hud up opportunity of meeting them:
;Illlﬂi:l h::tdl\. :.”tt you'grant me this” oppor-|

Yy iogl statin ¥ ¥
ERTA g my cate through your
When pressed to make o specific definite
charge, Mr. MeGregor fuid he hud no sich
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was “‘Inr 100 clever!”
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nothing but commendation.© Thee whole
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