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: stower and prosperity nows
mf;;h:j * depend’ upon the posses-
sion of MEe t{‘l"ﬂtﬂr}’ and
populations Quality, not gquantity, con-
trol of brg# force, not brute force it-
elf, haveeen the working ideas pl
he new #f cver gince the industrial
volutlon @mpletely transformed the
onditions | r_h'l.ll'['lﬂ!'l. existence.

fn the mern ‘struggle for a com-
ortable samdard of liviug only the na-
ong whidhare great producers can
ope to B pive.  The rattle of the
bahre and U roar of the 'lrrmtmz:: press
paver-cstimated forces com-

¢ hum of the reaper,
saeption  of the Industrial
basis of natonal power is well known,
hut one of 1w maln essentials of pro-
Mency—economic vesearch—
glected in  Australia 'con-
ipractice of other nations,
sgcceseful manufacturer is
cipable of utilising- the
tific research, the know-

‘w:Reseﬁrch Needed

-

dge v

fhemistiry, but of economic
An cconomlie

whyales g
aod cotditions, :
with mush-

lations  am ,
nvironment” has  arigen
pmi-1ike
ave attempled to analyse and under-
stand, for'#d de this is to control
Australinten the other hand, scems
sntert taPE rlong with a few Goy-§
rnment satistical publications
ewer treaties compiled as the result
¢ privatemierprise, These works ave
xcellent @ Serve their purpose, but
ey by sameans exhaust the possi.
hillties afBtatistical enquiry. _
puntries Wave esf{ablished bureaus
hich ectrgon the work of the Year
Book depafiments, and, what 18 more,
tﬁ!mpt g explain and interpret re-
8.

ATTINDE TO ECONOMICS,

There is§ section of business men in
south  Anlla which evidently be-
leves b “studyving economics"
neans “sidying how to become the
romplete Bolghevik.” It i@ probable
hat thessen confuse Upton Sinclair
yith Shish Nicholson, and rogard the
squalion ® exchange formula as the
‘redd 1laglin cypher. But the econo-
mist is @8te distinct from the social
L u LT 4

Rermoullag things In general nearer
e hearfidesire is not the Job of the
renuina @nomist, He leaves that to
Noge Wi delight in bullding sys- |
ema Is @hillar {0 that of various Ger-
man phiophers who succeeded Kant.
‘Redraggs” are the result of an un-|
Daiancedimperament and economio ig-
noranc& Fhsrefore it is difficult to un-
derstandihe attitude of the man who
declirediibat cconomics should be
ACAGEmEY or, in other words, “up in

Hie clong'

A supg scicnce | that left the
ISm Rt nnd sported In: a fairy
aeval philosophy would
and ‘dangerous, All ahove
‘be light and all below
A gnashing of teath.’ Man-
el hu had _nnnugh of the
fsmiSecniomics which In the past
Sl T trade and industry, Sclen.
ALMYEY is the key to progress,
Wlems are left unsolved or
By the emotions and imagi-
Bmething unfortunate

SISy gure to happen.
O SMIERIAL AVAILABLE,
s %-uung nation, and in
HeSs of evolving o prosperous in-
1. But, hecause of this,
orees can be. discerned more
i‘the results of economlo re-
Il be utllised without much
% to production. Moreover,
" of individuals compe-
fdle economio problems are
fed at the various universi-
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pMdity. which most nations | ¢ . : : :
e S - industrial 1life will boil over and an in-

_*%l' rience of athers. 4 !
E’rodmﬂ ® 1ot mercly.a matter of jj only more so.
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| second of December as a national anni-

pubiic and pniv Aln CUEYUTY( '
or partly to it, Australian could not do
better than follow Its cxampe, The
Government would also profit if it had
a lttle more authoritative mformation
concerning  industrial and financial
conditions. TRoval Commissions might
theén prove unnecessary.

Lately there has been much talk con-
cerning the apprenticeship, arbitration,
and other economic problems. But they
will remain problems and wax more
complex unless adequate information of
their condition: Is available,

SCITERES OF RESEARCH,

Labor, flnance, trade, and agriculturej

are the spheres where extensive nfoy-
mation has now become
necessity.
school of agricultural

economics at

Oxford, but Australia, although' it ex-§

ports millions of bushels of wheat to
the mother country, has none, 50 1.:.:1!:;
48 local farmers cannodl thing through

the Utepia of co-operation to the funda-§

menta! issues of effective economic Or-
minisation of labor and natural re-
scurces, agricultural | conditions
not llkely to improve.

' Business men are not cager to em-

ploy job-scekers who answer the usual

“What do you know?"” with the fatal,
“Nothing much.” Nevertheless if the
same question in regard to economuc
conditions were put to Australin as a
whole, the answer would be the samo,

If Australin does not Immediately
realise the cexigencies of the situation
and erect institutions for economic re-
search the prohlems sccthing beneath
earthquake will result. One
would thinle that the method of war

| inarce of the Commonwealth Govern-
and § ment would heve induced itg succes-

sors to institute a thorough enquiry
into wartime ecopomic conditions, On
the ‘contrary, n “wealth census' and
a fow price investigations are the only
vecords of the most interesting period

in the ¢conomie history of the world.

8 aftermath of indigestion and other ail-
| ments, and into an inundation of m-
i felicitous Christmas cards,
B W hitsuntide in Engiand are also looked
S upon as nothing more than occasions
| for oppressive excursions and bean-

| is pleasant to be foolish sometimes; ||
but it is highly questionable—to say the |

| least—whether these ‘notable days ot
!l our calendar should be devoted merely

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1923.

——

- Anniversaties

| nise public celebrations of, say, the

(By Professor Coleman Phillipson.)

On one occasion, at the trial of De-
lescluze (1868), Gambetta gave vent

to a passionate impeachment of Nape- §

leen 111, and the Empire, and referred |
in taunting terms to th~ a%scnce of
public soiemnities for commemorating
the establishment of that regime.
“Here for 17 vears,” he observed, “vou
have been absolute masters of Irance.
Well, you have néyer dared to say, ‘We
will celebrate—we will include among
the solemn festivals of France—the

versary? And yet all the Governments
that have succeeded one another in the
land have honored the day of their
birth. There are but two anniversaries
—the cighteenth of Brumaire and the
second of December—which have never
been put among the solemnities of ori-
gin: because you know that, if you
dared to include these, the public con-

a pressing §
Bneling has an important §
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dalliance.
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Our Public Holidays ,

We in Australia have a good number
of public holidays; and among various
sections of the community the ques-
tion has sometimes been asked whether

we have not too many. This or that
celebration or holiday has been deemed
by some to be unnecessary: for ex-
ample, Eight Hours Day, Cup Day in |
Me¢lbourne, ‘and so on. There is no |
doubt that from time to time a merely
sensational occurrence captivates the
popular mind to such an extent as to
receive undue perpetuation) An in-
stance of this, is the so-called Guy
Fawkes' Day, which, however, i5+.:1'lﬂ"l-‘-‘
celebrated only by unruly boys, young
and old: But such a day a¥% our Pro-}

clamation or Commemoration Day is of } )
{ ledge and steadfast determination are

the utmost national importanee. It is
an anniversary that is comparable in
significance and interest, if not in his-

| torical origin, to the Fourth of July in

the United States, the Fourteenth of
July in France, and the Festival of the
Statuto in Italy. It is to us ina politi-
cal sense and from the point of view of

| national development what Christmas

Day is to us in a religious and moral
sense. The birth of a nation and the
foundation of a State—especially if
that nation and that State be British,
inspired by the fine traditions and
ideals of their founders — signalise
events that are indeed of 'international |
importance. |

Spirit of Celebration 1 in 1300 as accountant.

. Our spirit and attitude in regard to ] Assoclate of the Institute of Accoun-

national celebrations, religious and§
secular alike, are not always in keep-
ing with: the true meaning and aim of |
such anniversaries. The solemnisation
of the birth of the Redeemer not in-
frequently degenerates in some quar-j
ters into unseemly and rowdy hilarity, §
excessive bouts of conviviality with an

Easter and

feasts, And the perversion of sechlar
holidays is often still more lamentable.
Granted that, as the Latin poet says, it

to irreverent folly and irrésponsible
It would not, surely, be dif-
ficult for the civic authorities to orga-

Foundation Day, comprising a pageant
or other beautiful ceremonial, dignified
symbolic, and stately, surrng
music.  An occasion ‘of this kind does

2% . ¥y Temain united,
hold fast to the true pational ideal. b
animated by worthy aspirations, follow
unswervingly the best light and lead-
ing, and then we may rest assurcd that
in the dim and indefinite future no his-
torian will contemplate the riin of such
a people and record the declineand fall
of such a commonwealth. The great-
ness of a nation does not
merely on the extent of its termt
and its commerce; it depends more on
the greatness, on the enlightenmeént
and nobility of its citizens. In view of
the present state of the world, national
character is now more essential than
ever it was. We are now at the cross-
roads; habit may be sufficient for our
course along the clear highway, but at
the cross-roads character and know-

necessary. And it is on these ‘com-
memorative anniversaries that we may
take thought of our true aims, duty,
and interests, and resolve with all the
strength of our will to co-operate and
act accordingly, in order to attain and |
preserve the national welfare,

Graduate and Business Man

T e e———

Mr. F. W. Eardley, B.A., was ap-
pointed to the Adelalde University staff
He was then an

tants. But he did not leave his studies
there. The academic life seemed to have
an appeal to him, and, although he was
called to the office of assistant reglstrar
in 1811, he found time between duties
and writing and reading Lo take his
degree In arts,

not. call for mere flag-waving oOr
spread-cagleism. It should be on the
one hand a national thanksgiving, and

it should produce on' the other hand a

national heart-scarching and  seli-
communing. Every mnilestone 1n our
coursec onward may be a source Ol
gratification, but it also gives us an
opportunity for reflection—Iior thinking
of our national origin, growth, and true
goal to be aimed at; of the great foun:
ders of our country, who gave it boun-
teously of their genius, energy, and
sacrifice, and bequeathed us a heritage
which we must jealously guard; and
of the conditions necessary for promot-
ing our true advancement conformably
to such spirit and tradition.

National Destiny

In recent years the world has under-
gone enormous chapges. Some na-
tions have more or less gone forward,
others have ne backward. The

Mr. F. W. Eardley, B.A.

At n recent meeting of the University
aunthoritics Mr. Fardley was appointed
acting registrar as from the New Year.
It 18 predicted that he will take the
chair which Mr. Charles Hodge occu-
pnied for 40 years as registrar. Mr.
Iardley’s intimate knowledga of Univer-
gity life and his acquaintance with the
business gide of the institution At him
for the position,

The period of expansion of the Univer-
sity began in 18088, when Sir Thomas
Blder left some thousands of pounds to
the institution. Mr. Eardley declares
that there were not 500 students in the
clolgered halls when he flrst hecame as-
goclated with the place, and less than
20 attended the Elder Conservatorium.
Totals last year amounted ' to most
4,000 students, plus 600 at the Conserva-
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world, indeed, 1s constantly changmg:,
Empires have existed that are no more
Nations have arisen, flourished, de-
clined, and have disappeared. But this
degencration is not necessarily neyit=
able; it is due to causes which can be
controlled and counteragted. It s
national character that dictates nahgn&l
destiny. ‘There are no Ffﬁdﬂ‘,ﬂ'“ﬂ!’
seeds of decay in the body politic., The

only destructive forces are those that 2 :
hav}; carelessly or blindly been ad-! There are few mm,bﬂﬂ;:ih‘r.
mitted into the hearts and souls ofithe | the Tniversity staff than Ar. Eancar)
people. Let only such sources -ni_%tii :-#m tf:tggiﬁhm ,mu o )

torium. i

As regards hobbies, Mr. Eardley has
to confess that reading lg his main con-
cern, while gardening, walking and
wolf, with some tennis, help to keep him
it. Ho tackles a 'stiff job with philo-
sophy. |

He had addressed many a literary so-
cioty, and Is a writer who has stu-
dlously avolded the publishars. Even
his articles to the h : puk
lished anonymously.

science would disavow them!” Gam-
betta’'s taunt proved prophetic; for
years later Napoleon surrendered to
the Germans, and the Empire which
dared not celebrate its birth, was over-
thrpwp.. The people of France had
refused to rejoice over the Napoleonic
coups d'etat. Though popular judg-
m‘;nt‘ﬂppnt always discern, in due per-
spective and proportion, - the various
| _ sta n,.jnl:r;'-_' tional evolution, it very |
censity of economic re-|rarely sanctions the celebration of |
undreds of m"“ shameful or ur urth?ﬂ;e%iiiti;? % °
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for instance, has the largest
pnomica of any Australinn
probably of any In th
femisphere. Fhucilitiea for
fesenrch  in  the way of
, on the other hand, are so
ito be wvalueless,
 Wishes to gain & vivid {dea of
Ward Australia is In these
~would advise him to look
many institutions in the
Sintes are engaged in the solu-
L i problem Of personal selec-
BN ; :'t:‘f . l?g
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